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Ecuador Private Journey

WHEN TO GO Discover the enchanting world of the Hacienda

LAt ) Zuletn
May to January cloud forest, the ancient haciendas Gl
of Ecuador’s highlands, and hike on

Cotopaxi, one of the highest active

ABOUT PRIVATE JOURNEYS

Wilderness Travel Private Journeys

are designed for people who want to volcanoes on Earth! Celebrating s
travel with their own small private Ecuador’s phenomenal array of FapAl s
group, but who still want to experience landscapes and cultures, our Private il
the same superb itinerary design, great Journey immerses you in three totally i 720k 5 E!’:Erﬂmﬂfdm

accommodations, and signature quality

of Wilderness Travel’s escorted group distinct settings. In the lofty realm of
trips. These Private Journeys allow you the highlands, explore beguiling rural landscapes, centuries-old markets, and

to choose your own dates and your enjoy a warm welcome at an atmospheric 17th century hacienda. On the high

traveling companions—even if it’s just  piramo grasslands of Cotopaxi National Park, crowned by ice-draped Cotopaxi

the two of you—yet still enjoy a guided (19,347’), hike along high trails and enjoy fantastic stargazing in the night sky

adventure.
of the Southern Hemisphere. For a grand finale, enter Ecuador’s pristine cloud
Contact us for availability, questions, forest, home to some of the richest biodiversity in the world, and walk through
or to book your adventure! vine-draped forests and even take an aerial “sky bike” ride across the canopy. As

you explore these three realms of Ecuador, dining will be a special part of the
experience, with locally sourced meals inspired by the ingredients of Ecuador’s
natural bounty. Our handpicked accommodations, from a stunning nature lodge
in the cloud forest to a 17th century hacienda and a cozy mountain lodge, will be

as memorable as the journey itself.
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TRIP DETAILS AT-A-GLANCE

Length:
Arrive:
Depart:
Lodging:

Meals:

Activity:

Trip Level:

8 days

Quito, Ecuador

Quito, Ecuador

7 nights hotels, haciendas,

and lodges

All meals included

(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch,

D=Dinner)

Cultural Adventures,

Hiking / Trekking
123456

5 days of optional hikes on

moderate trails, 2-5 hours,

altitudes between 3,200-

11,800 feet; 1 optional hike

at 15,600 feet

tinerary

DAY 1 ARRIVE IN QUITO
Most flights from the US arrive in Quito around midnight. You'll be met by your

private guide for a short transfer to the Wyndham Quito Airport Hotel, just
minutes from the airport, for a well-deserved rest...meals on your own.

DAY 2 THE ECUADORIAN HIGHLANDS / HACIENDA ZULETA

After a trip briefing with your private guide and breakfast at the hotel (a good start
for sampling Ecuador’s array of tropical fruits and juices), set off for a drive north
along the Pan-American Highway into the green Ecuadorian highlands. Arrive in
time for lunch at Hacienda Zuleta, your home for the next two nights. Virtually
everything gracing the table at Zuleta comes fresh from Zuleta’s rich earth and is
carefully prepared by hand. After lunch, enjoy your choice of self-guided activities
at Zuleta. You can hike to the hacienda’s Céndor Huasi conservation program,
where injured Andean condors are rehabilitated for release into the wild and chicks
are raised for release. Another option is a visit to the hacienda’s artisan cheese
production area, with a tasting. There are miles of trails at Zuleta that lead through
a green patchwork where wheat, maize, potatoes, and quinoa are grown, and you
can learn about traditional Zuletefia embroidery, or simply explore the grounds and
enjoy the sublime mountain setting. Many of the hacienda’s employees are from
the Zuleta community. “Zuletefios” are known for preserving their culture and
traditions—you’ll notice that their attire is unique and different from the traditional
Otavalo clothing. Zuleta has been known to cast a spell and it is a delight to savor
its atmospheric setting. Optional activities (at extra cost) include horseback riding,
mountain biking, and a cooking class. The main sitting room has a roaring fireplace

to keep away the chill of high altitude. Enjoy a delicious family-style dinner around
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a common table this evening. Overnight at Hacienda Zuleta
(9,488)...BLD
Driving Time: 2 hours

Hacienda Zuleta is a stunning 17th century property and
working farm set on 4,000 acres. For over 100 years, it has
belonged to the family of Mr. Galo Plaza Lasso, who was
president of Ecuador from 1948 to 1952. A liberal reformer,
Galo Plaza Lasso and his mother did what no landowner in
Ecuador had ever done before—introduced land reforms that
returned substantial tracts of land back to the local people,
and today the peoples of this local region enjoy independence
and control over their lives. Many are still farmers, and the
local women are productively engaged in the local embroidery

industry.

DAY 3 HACIENDA ZULETA / LAGUNA CUICOCHA HIKE
/ OTAVALO MARKET

Enjoy a beautiful hike around Laguna Cuicocha this morning
with your guide, with a box lunch prepared by Hacienda
Zuleta. Cuicocha is a spectacular crater lake set at 10,000 feet
in the Reserva Ecolégica Cotacachi-Cayapas. You'll have views
of the towering Cotacachi and Imbabura volcanoes. Along the
way, keep your eye out for hummingbirds, orchids, and perhaps
even a soaring Andean condor. You can make the hike just a
mile or two out and back, or hike the complete circuit of 5.5

miles. In the afternoon, head with your guide to the town of
Otavalo (8,202’), famed for its market featuring the textile

arts of the Otalavefio and other indigenous Andean groups.
The people of Otavalo have excelled at weaving since pre-Inca
times and their centuries-old market is a rainbow of textiles,
from blankets to alpaca sweaters. You'll recognize Otalavefio
men by their fedoras, dark blue wool ponchos, and long braid
(the long, single braid of Otavalo men is such an important
symbol of their ethnic identity that when Otalavefio men
serve in the Ecuadorian army, they are not required to cut it
off). Women of Otavalo wear white blouses, long blue skirts
of wool, and multiple necklaces of gold beads—some scholars
think this is the closest to traditional Inca clothing worn
anywhere in the Andes. Overnight at Hacienda Zuleta...BLD
Driving Time: 1.5-2.5 hours

Hiking Time: 1 to 5.5 hours

DAY 4 HIKE ACROSS COTAPAXI NATIONAL PARK

It’s time to discover another Ecuadorian realm: magnificent
Cotopaxi National Park and the high, green paramo landscape
that surrounds Cotopaxi (19,347’), whose name translates as
“the shining peak” for its glowing mantle of snow. A morning
drive brings you into Cotopaxi National Park. Inside the

park, stop for a leisurely picnic lunch at remarkable Pucara

de Salitre, a semi-restored Inca fortress built in the late 15th

century, with the grandeur of the park all around. Keep an eye
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out for resident and migrant Andean birds and savor views of
mighty Cotopaxi, one of the most beautiful and colossal peaks
in the high Andes, its perfect cone covered by a thick cloak
of white snow that glows against the deep blue of the sky.
After lunch, hike across the grassy paramo landscape, perhaps
seeing some of the wild horses, deer, or llama that make the
park their home, as well as seasonal mountain wildflowers.
Cotopaxi National Park’s landscape is a rolling moorland
with native shrubs, lichens, and flowers adapted to the high
realm. Your hike continues through the canyon of the Rio
Pita to your perfectly located accommodation, Chilcabamba
Mountain Lodge, a rustic accommodation in a gorgeous
setting, with spectacular views of towering Cotopaxi on a clear
day. Overnight at Chilcabamba Mountain Lodge...BLD
Driving Time: 3.5 hours

Hiking Time: 4 hours

DAY 5 HIKE ON VOLCAN COTOPAXI

Drive from the lodge right up to the climbers’ refuge at 15,748
teet on the flanks of Cotopaxi. Here you’ll hike over steep
terrain towards the base of the volcano’s glaciers. It’s a good
idea to have warm clothing on hand, including a hat, gloves,
scarf, and wind layers, as the weather can change quickly

on this towering volcano. If the clouds part, the views are
incredible. Cotopaxi is a popular high-altitude climb and you

will see many climbers preparing for their ascents. Return to

Chilcabamba for lunch, with the afternoon free to explore.
An optional activity today (at extra cost) is a mountain bike
ride from the base of Cotopaxi to Laguna Limpiopungo on
a rugged fire road (approximately one hour). Overnight at
Chilcabamba Mountain Lodge...BLD

Hiking Time: 2-3 hours

DAY 6 FROM THE ALTIPLANO INTO VINE-DRAPED
CLOUD FOREST

After breakfast at the lodge, depart for a drive that brings you
down to the cloud forest, with stark changes in landscape and
vegetation en route. Arriving at Mashpi Lodge at 3,117 feet,
you'll bid farewell to your private guide (who will meet you
again on your arrival in Quito) and be welcomed by the lodge’s
naturalist guides for a short presentation on this fascinating
ecosystem. The lodge is a striking contemporary building
nestled into the private, 3,000-acre Mashpi Reserve in the
heart of the cloud forest. The land in and around the reserve is
world-famous as a biodiversity hotspot of flora and avifauna.
In the afternoon, head out with one of the specialist guides

for a short walk through primary forest dominated by ancient
copal trees, whose aromatic resins were used by the pre-
Columbians as incense. The lodge’s Life Center building has
forest panoramas from the wide wooden deck, a good place to
spot birds, hear the roar of mantled howler monkeys, and learn

about the many species of butterflies found in this region. The
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cuisine at Mashpi is inspired by the ingredients and flavors

of the cloud forest. Guest rooms are designed with floor-to-
ceiling windows to allow an immersion in the cloud forest, and
it’s a delight to awake to a magnificent forest view. Overnight
at Mashpi Lodge...BLD

Driving Time: 4 hours

Wialking Time: 1 hour

DAY 7 CLOUD FOREST RIDE, HEALING WATERFALL,
BIKE IN THE SKY!

The forest rewards early-bird explorers, and the dawn light
attracts a wide variety of beautiful avians. Those who want to
join the guides on the terrace at 6:30 this morning will enjoy
not only the birdlife but also the beauty and the sounds of
the forest. The lodge’s spotting scope is available to look for
birds, and there is coffee and tea available. After breakfast, join
one of the lodge guides for a hike through the forest to the
“Dragontfly,” the lodge’s unique cable car system that crosses
above and sometimes even directly through the forest canopy
for a stunning open-air perspective (there are walks aplenty
if you don’t want to take the cable car). The Dragonfly ride is

a chance to watch the mist rolls back from the forest below

and listen to the birds. Afterwards, head out for an energetic

hike deep into the reserve to the Healing Waterfall, where
the sun bursts through the foliage with striking rays of light
glancing off glimmering rocks. After lunch back at the lodge,
walk to the Sky Bike station for a unique adventure—pedaling
two-person “bicycles” suspended by a cable above a ravine and
a river. It’s an unforgettable way to experience the exuberant
nature of Mashpi—and great for photos. At the Observation
Tower, 85 feet above the forest floor, you'll get some of the
best views across the canopy. Species spotted from here
include toucans, woodpeckers, barbets, tanagers and parrots,
as well as birds of prey, and this is a great place to watch the
sunset. Overnight at Mashpi Lodge...BLD

DAY 8 DEPART

After breakfast at the lodge, transfer to Quito, where you
will be met and brought to the day rooms held for you at
the Wyndham Airport Hotel. Optional activities in Quito
(at extra cost) include a city tour with lunch, a museum visit,
and a chocolate tasting, or a day excursion to Papallacta Hot

Springs. Evening transfer to the airport for departure on

homeward-bound flights...BL
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Trip Details

DATE AND PRICING INFORMATION

TRIP COST

Prices are per person, valid through 2024
$5,695 (7-10 members)

$6,195 (4-6 members)

$6,795 (2-3 members)

Single supplement: $1675

Prices are based on double occupancy and not guaranteed until

services are confirmed.

Make it Your Trip!

The prices above are for the ready-to-book adventure outlined
in this Detailed Itinerary, a popular option that has been
handcrafted by our Area Specialists to include the best of
every destination. While many travelers choose to book this
tour as is, our Area Specialists are also happy to work with you
to customize this Private Journey to suit your specific interests
and style of travel. We can arrange for longer or shorter stays,
or add an extension to additional places of interest. We can
even add special activities or customize excursions depending
on your interests. We invite you to contact us to discuss your

options!

TRIP COST INCLUDES

*  Leadership of a Wilderness Travel guide (Day 1 to Day 6)
and local guides

*  Accommodations in hotels

*  All meals included as indicated in the Detailed Itinerary
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)

+ Land transportation as noted in the itinerary

TRIP COST DOES NOT INCLUDE

International airfare, any meals not specified after each
itinerary day, airport departure taxes, optional tipping or
gratuities to leaders or staff, additional hotel nights that may
be necessitated by airline schedule changes or other factors,
travel insurance, and other expenses of a personal nature

(alcoholic beverages, laundry, telephone calls).

SIGNING UP FOR A TRIP

Early reservations are recommended since accommodations
often sell out far in advance. Please call 1-800-368-2794

and ask for our Latin America Manager or email us at
latinamerica@wildernesstravel.com with any questions that
you may have about this trip. To reserve your Private Journey,
we will need to know your preferred dates of travel. We will
then check availability and send you a proposed itinerary
with exact pricing for your adventure. We can typically hold

a provisional booking for one week. At that time, we must
collect your initial deposit or accommodations will be released.
We accept Visa, Mastercard, or American Express card. Upon
receipt of your deposit, we will send you a Welcome Packet
that includes a letter of confirmation, Detailed Itinerary, Trip
Application, Medical Form, and Pre-Departure Information
Booklet with information to help you prepare for your
adventure. Please see our Cancellations and Transfer Fee

Schedule for specific payment information.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
At time of reservation: $1000
90 days prior to departure: Balance

CANCELLATION AND TRANSFER FEE SCHEDULE
Minimum fee: $500 per person

61-90 days prior to departure: 25% of trip cost

46-60 days prior to departure: 50% of trip cost

45 days or less: 100% of trip cost

*Please note that this differs from our regular catalog

departures.

TRAVEL INSURANCE

We highly recommend you purchase travel insurance. You
can take advantage of a comprehensive Travel Protection Plan
designed for Wilderness Travel by Travelex, or purchase other
insurance on your own. See our website for details:
http://www.wildernesstravel.com/toucan/travel-insurance
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Extend Your Adventure

To help you make the most of your adventure, we've created several exciting trip extensions. For detailed information, including
tull itineraries and complete pricing, please visit our Ecuador Private Journey webpage and click on the “Extensions” tab: www.

wildernesstravel.com/trip/ecuador/zuleta-cotopaxi-mashpi-private-journey/extensions

QUITO EXTENSION

Discover the picturesque capital of Quito, perched high in the Andes—warm and
laid-back yet bursting with colorful markets and architectural gems that reflect a
blend of Spanish, Italian, Moorish, Flemish, and indigenous designs. On this three-
day extension, explore the city’s Old Town—a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
Latin America’s most well-preserved historic center, where architecture dates back to
the 1600s. You'll also taste ancient To'ak chocolate, admire centuries-old indigenous
art, and stroll the streets that pulse with vibrant cafes and sophisticated shops.

3 days. From $1150.

AMAZON RAINFOREST EXTENSION: NAPO WILDLIFE CENTER

Enjoy an unforgettable adventure at Napo Wildlife Center for the best experience
of the Ecuadorian Amazon. Explore by dugout canoe on blackwater lakes, hike trails
through the emerald forest, visit the nearby clay lick where hundreds of parrots and
macaws gather, get a bird’s-eye view from the canopy tower (207 steps!), with its
unobstructed 360-degree view of undisturbed forest. NWC is owned by the native
Yasuni people, who have lived in this area for centuries. They have a profound
respect for maintaining the natural integrity of the ecosystem and are knowledgeable
and passionate guides who enhance your experience. Guest cabins are very
comfortable and the buffet-style meals in the dining room provide tasty, fresh, and
plentiful meals with a good variety to choose from. Our extension has three nights at
Napo Wildlife Center and two in Quito, but you have the option to add additional
nights.

6 days. From $2495.

CUSCO AND MACHU PICCHU EXTENSION

Discover the best of Peru’s breathtaking mountain landscapes, mystical fortress-
cities, and thriving cultural and artistic heritage on this extension that brings you to
the heart of the Incan empire. You'll explore the beautiful Urubamba Valley, sacred
to the Incas and home to the stupendous ruins of Pisac and majestic Ollantaytambo.
Experience two days at glorious Machu Picchu, the iconic “Lost City of the Incas,”
perched on a sheer precipice 1,500 feet above the Urubamba River, and enjoy an
insider’s walking tour of Cusco, the ancient heart of the Inca Empire, and nearby
Inca sites including awe-inspiring Sagsayhuaman, the majestic fortress overlooking
Cusco.

8 days. From $4395.
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Arrival & Departure

Upon confirming your trip reservation, we will send you a
Welcome Packet that includes a list of documents (passport,
visas, etc.) required for your trip. Please feel free to call if
you would like this information before making your air

arrangements.

If you have booked extra services before or after the trip, an
Extra Services Confirmation will be sent with your Final

Documents.

ARRIVAL & MEETING PLACE

Quito, Ecuador

Suggested Airport: Mariscal Sucre International Airport
(UIO)

Suggested Date & Time: Day 1, anytime

Meeting Place: You will be met upon arrival by a private

transfer representative (as you exit customs) and transferred to

the Wyndham Quito Airport Hotel by complimentary shuttle.

Hotel check-in is at 12:00 pm.

DEPARTURE

Quito, Ecuador

Suggested Airport: Mariscal Sucre International Airport
(UIO)

Suggested Date & Time: Day 8, after 4:00 pm

Trip members will be transferred from Wyndham Quito
Airport Hotel to Mariscal Sucre International Airport 3.5
hours prior to their international departure. Most flights
depart for the US in the evening.

INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAVEL

You are responsible for making your own arrangements

for flights to and from Ecuador. There are many online
consolidators for booking travel, but for more personal help
arranging air transport, you can contact Exito Travel at 1-800-
655-4053 in the US or 1-800-670-2605 in Canada. They are
very adept at putting flight itineraries together, to even the
most far-flung places. More information can be found at www.

exitotravel.com.

Depending on your routing, it is necessary to depart from
the US one or possibly two days prior to Day 1 of the trip
itinerary. The name on your airline ticket must match the
name on your passport exactly, and your passport must be valid
for at least six months after your date of return to the US.

Please do not purchase your tickets until you are confirmed
on the trip. Once tickets are purchased, please forward a copy
of your email flight confirmation from the airline. It is your
responsibility to ensure your flight times coordinate with the

arrival and departure logistics for this trip.

800-368-2794 | 510-558-2488 | info@wildernesstravel.com


http://www.exitotravel.com
http://www.exitotravel.com

Lodging

WYNDHAM QUITO AIRPORT
Quito, Ecuador, Day 1 (1 night)
The Wyndham Quito Airport is a nice hotel with a great location right next to the

e

airport. Rooms are spacious, with plush bedding and great views of the nearby hills,
and the lounge area is perfect for relaxing upon arrival. The hotel also has a spa with

4 sauna.

HACIENDA ZULETA

Highlands, Ecuador, Days 2 to 3 (2 nights)

There is something quite special about Hacienda Zuleta. Surrounded by more than
2,000 acres of forest and grazing lands, it was built at the end of the 16th century
and is still a private family home. You can get a sense Ecuador’s history here, and
that of the Galo Plaza-Lasso family (which has produced two of country’s most
beloved former presidents) in their photos, paintings, and furnishings. There are just
11 guest rooms at the estate, plus beautiful gardens, famous hospitality, and excellent
food, often fresh from the organic garden and trout farm (and Zuleta’s hand-made
artisan cheese is delicious). All the guest rooms and the main sitting room have
roaring fireplaces to keep away the chill of the 9,000-foot altitude. There are no TV
or video games here to break the spell, just peace and quiet in a spectacular Andean
setting. It’s a delightful place to call home after a day of hiking, visiting the condor
rehabilitation project, or horseback riding in the high Andes.

CHILCABAMBA MOUNTAIN LODGE
Chilcabamba, Ecuador, Days 4 to 5 (2 nights)
Chilcabamba is a small, rustic mountain lodge in a gorgeous setting, with spectacular

, - 1 views of towering Cotopaxi on a clear day. Guest rooms are comfortably furnished

O T '_ ' ] !_:_ T and heated by wood-burning stoves, and the chef prepares excellent home-cooked
i E b e ]
*I

T : meals using fresh local ingredients from Ecuador’s highlands. At night, it’s a treat to
: sit out by the lodge’s campfire and gaze at the stars.

MASHPI LODGE

Mashpi Private Reserve, Ecuador, Days 6 to 7 (2 nights)

Mashpi is a luxurious retreat surrounded by a private nature reserve in the cloud
forest. Guest rooms have floor to ceiling windows onto the cloud forest, and the
terrace is the perfect place to enjoy sights, sounds, and views over the canopy. The

chefs provide meals sourced from fresh, local ingredients as well as the diverse

culinary heritage of Ecuador. The lodge’s butterfly enclosure, waterfalls, “sky bikes,”
research center, and knowledgeable guides all add to the delights.

These are our signature accommodations for this trip. Although it is highly unlikely, we may make substitutions when necessary.

To see more photos and descriptions, please visit our Ecuador Private Journey webpage and click on the “Lodging” tab.
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What the Trip 1s Like

TRIP LEVEL

This trip is rated Level 3, Moderate. Cultural explorations and
day hikes are the focus of the trip, with hotel, hacienda, and
lodge accommodations throughout. Much of the trip takes
place at higher altitudes, ranging from 9,500 feet at Otavalo to
over 15,000 feet in Cotopaxi National Park. Overland travel

is by van. There are five days with optional hikes of about 2-4
hours each. For your enjoyment of the trip, we recommend
you make a special effort to be in very good physical condition,
and ready to hike on varied terrain (rock and sand), driving on
mountain roads that can be rugged, and the hikes will often

be cross country, not on developed trails. Please note that your
Trip Leader may make adjustments to the itinerary and hiking

routes, depending on local weather and trail conditions.

WEATHER

Because of Ecuador’s location on the equator, the weather
patterns don’t change very much during the year. Altitudes

are very much the determining factor in the temperatures.

In Quito, temperatures are pleasant and spring-like much of
the year, with highs around 75°F and lows around 50°F. The
central highlands of Ecuador are crossed by the Andes, with
snow line starting at altitudes of about 16,500 feet. Expect the
daily high to be around 75°F. Nights and mornings are cold,
dropping down to 50°F or even lower. In the cloud forest at
Mashpi, expect daytime highs of around 80°F and much cooler
evenings, possibly as low as the mid-50s, and higher humidity.

The summer season is June through September, and you will
enjoy great views of the volcanoes and mountains. The rainy
season is generally February-April, and while temperatures are

comfortable, it is not an optimum time for hiking.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TRIP

Adventure travel often involves exotic destinations, unusual
levels of physical exertion, or activities you may not have
participated in previously. We work hard to help you choose
the right trip for you, paying attention to your individual
interests, abilities, and needs. If you have questions about
the level of comfort or any of the activities described in

this itinerary, please call Wilderness Travel at 1-800-368-
2794 and ask for the Latin America Manager or email us at

latinamerica@wildernesstravel.com.

This is a new adventure for 2021 and one that we are
particularly excited about offering. However, as with all new
departures, flexibility and a spirit of adventure are always
appreciated! Activities are described in the itinerary but they
can vary, sometimes considerably, depending on weather

conditions, your group, and other factors.

REFERENCES
We'd be happy to put you in touch with a past client that has

traveled with us on this or a similar trip.

ABOUT PRIVATE JOURNEYS

Wilderness Travel Private Journeys are designed for people
who want to travel with their own small private group, but
who still want to experience the same superb itinerary design,
great accommodations, and signature quality of Wilderness
Travel’s escorted group trips. These Private Journeys allow you
to choose your own dates and your traveling companions—
even if it’s just the two of you—yet still enjoy a guided

adventure.

TOUCAN CLUB / TRAVEL AGENTS

Please note that travel agent commissions and Toucan Club
discounts do not apply for our Private Journeys. However,
your participation on these trips will count toward your
Toucan discount on future departures of Wilderness Travel’s
regular expeditions. For more information regarding our
Toucan Club bonus program, please visit our website at www.

wildernesstravel.com/toucan.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

At www.wildernesstravel.com, you can find out about added

departures, last-minute deals, and special WT Expeditions
that aren’t listed in our catalog. You can also access a complete
library of our detailed itineraries and browse the customized

reading guides for each of our adventures.

HELPFUL LINKS
Wilderness Travel has compiled a list of useful websites for
travelers. Find the Client Forms & Helpful Links page of our

website: www.wildernesstravel.com/toucan/links.
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WILDERNESS TRAVEL HAS BEEN AWARDED:
Best Travel Specialists in the World: Conde Nast Traveler, 2024, 4-time winner
World’s Best Tour Operators: Travel + Leisure, 11-time winner
Best Wildlife, Hiking & Walking Trips: AFAR Magazine, 3 years in a row
Best Adventure Travel Companies: US4 Today
Trip of the Year: Outside Magazine, 9-time winner
50 Tours of a Lifetime: National Geographic Traveler,9 years in a row

Best Adventure Travel Companies: National Geographic Adventure, 3-time winner

Please be advised that California has established a Travel Consumer Restitution Fund under the California Seller of Travel Law that took effect January 1,1996. This fund is designed to
protect consumers from unscrupulous practices by discount airfare ticket sellers or air charter operators. Unfortunately, this law does not cover non-California residents and, even in the case of
California residents, it does not cover any foreign travel where the foreign “providers of transportation or travel services” are not in compliance with the Sellers of Travel Law (compliance being
defined as registered as a Seller of Travel in California and a participant in the Travel Consumer Restitution Fund). Thus none of Wilderness Travel’s tours qualify and we are required by law to
advise each client that they are not covered by the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. California law requires sellers of travel to maintain a trust account or bond. This business has a
trust account. California Seller of Travel #100769640

‘While as accurate as possible at the time of printing, this itinerary should be considered an approximate indication of the schedule and scope of activities and trip routing, rather than an
inflexible schedule of events; it is subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control. This trip is subject to the Limitation of Liability and all the terms and conditions as detailed in the
General Information section of the Wilderness Travel Catalog.
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