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FOREWORD TO SECOND EDITION

HISTORIC MALAYA provides an outline of the history of
Mataya, and contains a great deal of information which hitherto
has been difficult fo obfain from a single volume. It was first
published by the Malayan Historical Society at the request of
the Federation Government, and has heen prescribed as one of
the textbooks for the Government examinations in Malay. it
formed a supplement to the Malayan Historical Journal,

In this Second Edition the author has made many additions
and amendments to his original hook, and several illustralions

have also been included.
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PREHISTORIC MALAYA

Archeological research in Malaya, although far from com-
plete, has furnished proof of human accupation of the Peninsula
at least tive thousand years ago.

A great deal more remains to Dbe discovered ahout the
prehistoric and proto-historic periods of Malaya, but enough has
been uncovered to show that this peninsula was one of the
routes by which the prehistoric populations of Indonesia, Mela-
nesia and Australia travelled on their way south to their ultimate
homes, and that successive waves of people left some of their
numbers in the northern part of the Malay Peninsula, POs ng
an increasingly high level of culture and civilisation.

The earliest known inhabitants had physical characteristics
which suggest affinity to present day Melanesians and Papuans:
they lived in caves and rock shelters, cooked their food at fires
in the caves and sometimes buried their dead in the cave floors.
They made rough stone tools and were probably in undisturhed
possession until a Tittle hefore 2,000 e when people with
Neolithic culture arrived from the norti, possibly from south-
western China. These Neolithic immigrants, unlike their Palueo.
lithic precursors, were agriculturalists and had domesticated ani-
mals.  The close resemblance between Neofithic stone bracelets
found during the 1935 excavalions in a cave (Gua Cha) in
Kelantan, and Chinese stone rings called *Pi” support this theory
which was first advanced by Dr. Heine Geldern,

These immigranis brought with them an advanced material




culture including skill in the making of potiery of high aesthetic
as well as utilitarian merit, and great skili in selecling and
working stone to make tools and ormaments. The marked
contrast between these fmmigrants and their cave dwelling
predecessors is an expression of the contrast belween the culti-
vator and the hunter. The newcomers were also carpenters:
this may be deduced from the great quantity of stone adzes
and chisels found, and some of the latter only two inches long
were prohubly wsed for carving, Very few of the stone imple-
ments of this period appear to have heen used as weapons.

idence of a still more highly developed culture dating
from about 250 ne has been found i two widely separated
plices in Malaya, at Klang and on the Tembeling river in Pahang.
It i~ known as the Dong-son cullore after the name of the
place in Indo-China (Vietnam) from which it i helieved to
have orighmated. Two large bronze drums and three farge
bronze Rells are the main articles of this period which huave so
They were almost cerlainly
hinn. It seems

far been discovered in Mala
Brought here cither from Sumalra or [ndo-
probable that there was a seltlement of people living near
Klang who followed the cullural pattern of Dong-son about
200 me, but the drum fragment found on tie Tembeling is
more likely to have heen taken there hy people still following
the Neolithic way of life, who continued to occupy the interior
of Malaya after people with the Dong-son culture had settied

along the coasts.

With the coming of the Iron Age in Malva, we leave
pre-history and enter what ney he termed @ period of proto-
history, Archaeological discoveries helonging to this period
can be divided into two categories, those probably representing
the indigenous populations and those brought in by setllers.
The earliest and most mysterious of these is the collection of
ahout Goo beads found by Dr, G B, Gardner near Kot Tinggl,
in Johore, about 20 per cent. of which have been identitied as
of Roman origin and of the first two or three centurics an.
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his probably indicates a forcign seltlement ou the Jolore
River at a very early date. The most substautial seltiements
of foreigners on the west coast during this earfy period of
proto-history were near Kedah Peak, where traders and settlers
from South India lived from the fourth to the twelfth century .
making use of the good anchorage at the mouth of the Merbok
River.

At Kuala Sefinsing, in North Perak, considerable quantiics
of wheel-made poltery. ¢old ornaments, cornelian ard  gliss
Deads and shell ortunnents have heen found, side by side with
skeletal remains of prolo-Malay and Negrito (ypes, which §
fed the experts

fo conclude that this was an bnportant indi
genous settlement probally ilourishing about . §oo.

Fhe Do fead of 0 Do
Sype Bow denm dgied abont
200 . whach wae discocral st
Bukit Kude swear Klawg s
L90d. Thi drom beal which s
approvimatcly 23 mmhey i drae
meter s wan o the Musinm
Negara, Koo Lupur, A similar
Browse Drawm head was foand i

the Tembeling rier o 1926,




The only other material evidence of indigenous settlements
during the proto-historic period, obtained by archaeologists,
takes the form of slah graves and iron implements which have
been found in Perak, Selangor and Pabang: these are thought
to date from the tenth century ap.




il
EARLY PENINSULA CIVILISATION

From very carly in the Christian era there were trading
ships plying hetween India and China, some of which touched
at viver mouths in the Malay Peninsula. The reports which
these traders carried back to their native fands, and the envoys
who were sent to China as a result of these visits, have pro-
vided some of the most valuable information about this early
period.

Although in the centre and south of the Malay Peninsula
there are few traces of continuous occupation except by pri-
mitive tribes until the fifteenth century, there is ample evidence
of the existence of Malay Kingdoms in the nortl, notably in
South Kedah from a very early date. The ancient Matry capital
of Kedah on the Merhok river was known to ludians as Kataha
or Kadaram and to Arabs as Kalah. 1t was an exceedingly pros-
perous trading centre as early as the fourth century A, at which
goods from India and China and the local produce — high grade
camphor wood and tin in particular — were exchanged. The
inhabitants were predominantly Buddhist. There was probably
a close overlind trade link heiween old Kedah and Ligor (Patani).
This prosperity continued until am. 1024 when King Rajendra 1,
the Chola king from the Coromandel coast, attacked and des-
troyed the capital as part of his campaign to confrol the land
and sea trade routes to China.

The Chinese name for Kedah was Kie-tcha, This was first
mentioned by the famous Buddhist pilgrim and scholar | Ching,
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who visited Kedah in the seventh century ap. and also visited
Palembang, the capital of the Sri Vijaya Kingdom, and Mao-lo-yu
(Jambi) . 1y Chinese records also state that Kelantan, Tren
wanu and Pahang were Malay States of some importance
There is evidence that these northern Malay States reached «
nigh standard of cultore and wealth, and that the craftsmen
and artists of the ancient Mon Khmer civilisations prior to the
Fhai Invasion found a ready welcome.

In the southern part of the Malay Peninsula, in the Riau-
Lingga Archipelage and the island of Bangka, there were pri-
milive pagan tribes, distinct from the uborigines, who spoke
an early form of the Malay lunguage. These may best he des-
cribed as proto-Malays and they were to be found in the Pen-
insula before the dawn of recorded history.  They lived muinly
on the cunst and on big rivers

The Buddhist Kingdom of §
is probably referred to in the Mad
“tone inscriplions in the Malay language which are known to
exist were set up hy the rulers of Sri Vijuya in about an. 683
in different parts of Sumatra.
va commanded the southern end of the Malac
Straits wnd by w775 it had expanded into an empire and had
extended its influence as far north as Ligor (Patani}. Kedah
seems to have recognised Srl Vijaya as her overlord hetween
the ninth aud cleventh centuries though not by conguest or
compulsion.

But in Java 1 powerful enemy was growing in strength.
As early 1s an. 992 Palembang was at war with a Javanese
kingdom known as Majapahit, and when Rajendra 1, the Chola
king, attacked Sri Vijaya and her dependencies in 1023, he
temporarily overwhelmed them and left them a prey to other
powers.

Before the decay of Sri Vijaya took place another Malay
kingdom grew up, probably based on Jambi in East Sumatra,
which was known in later centuries as the Kingdom of Minang-

ted,

i Vijava, which I Chinyg visi
o Annals, and the carfiest
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Kabau, but was at first referred to as “Melaya™,  Although this
kingdom never exercised conlrot over any part of the Malay
Peninsulu and was part of the Sri Vijuyn Empire it was prob-
abiy the first Malay kingdom to adopt Islam as its religion,
amd in 1281 envoys from Melayu to China had Mustim names
— Suliiman and Shamsuddin.

Colonists from Palembang founded a separate island king-
dom of Temasek (which was also given the Sanscrit name of
Singapura) at some dale between an. 1200 and 1300, but
this, together with Palembang, Melayu, parts of Borneo and
the whote of the occupied portions of the Malay Peninsula, were
overrun and destroved by Majapahit between in. 1360 and
1365, The final defeat of Palembang by the Javanese ended
its tong history 4 Maley centre of influence: the destruction
and earnage of the Majapahit conquest of Temasek was so terrible
that the memory still baunted the island four centuries later.

The Nagarakrtagama, written fu 1365, contains a list of
territories and places on the Malay Peninsubi which were then
claimed as dependencies of Majapahit, which included Pahung.
Lankasuks, Kedah, Kelantan, Trengganu, Paka, Dungun  (in
South engganu), Klung, Sungel Ujong and Temasek.

Avam Wuruk, the Majapahit king, made no attempt to
occupy the Malay Peninsulu after his conguest, but iraces ot
Majapabit influence are still to he found in Kelantan and Patani.
Chinese records refer to Hindu sacritices in Paling and Treng-
ganu, which are also altributable to Majapahil, but side by side
there were to be found in Trengganu the first records of Islam
in the Peninsula, inscribed in the Malay language, on a granite
stone whose date is either ap. 1326 or 1386. This stone is
now in the National Museum in Kuala Lumpur. Through the
centuries, and irrespective of the ruling power, traders from
India and China had crowded the port of Palembang and the
town of Jambi and Iatterly the island capital of Temasek, and
the Thais, who had conquered and driven out the Nhmers from
the territory north of the Malay Peninsuku in the late thirteenth
century, extended their influence over Norlh Malaya, Pahang
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and what remained of Temasek, as soon as the Majapahit con-
querors had withdrawn, eager to control a irade route between
Jndia and China, which had hitherto been denied to them.




11
THE MALACCA SULTANATE

The destruction of Temasek (Singapore) by Mujupahit led
to the rise of Malacct,  “Parameswara”, g Palembang prince
married o a Majapabit princess, attempted to usurp the throne
of Temasek by murdering the Raju (a v

il of the Stumese),
perhaps with the e of removing this once prosperous empor-
ium from Siamese control. But he was soon driven out by the
ruler of PPahang, als al of Stum, and Parumeswara with-
drew up the west coast, slopping tirst in Johore and then choos-
ing a sutdl, but probably long established sea port, cilled Melaka,
as his capital in about A, 1400,

In 1405 the Muslim Admiral Cheng Ho brought giits from
the Ming Emperor Yung Lo and a promise of proteciion from the
Siimese.  Freed from the dinger of Sikmese atinck Mals

Cd
grew into o flourshing cosmopolitan trading centre, while
Temusek withered and died.

Parameswaric was a Hindu when he came to Malacer and
the Chinese report of Yin-King's visit to Malacen as the
Imperial Envoy in 1403 mentions this speciticaily.  But in about
1416 he embraced the Muslim religion, influenced by the Muslim
ruler of Pasai, who had sent many Arab Teachers and Traders
to the Malicea court. He then took the name of Iskandar Shah,
bis whole family and many of his Court became Muslims and he
He prohably died in 1424 and was
ra title

married « Pasai prince
succeeded by « son of middle uge, who took the Sri V
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of Sri Maharajo and the Muslim pume of Sultan Muhammad
Shah.

Suceessive rulers of Makicca pald courtesy visits {o the Em-
peror of Ching, giving aud receiving gifts, and ensoring continued
protection from interference by the Sitmese, until the tourth
Sultan, Muzaffar Shah, who succeeded to the throne in aboul
1443,

The line of truder-Sultans then came to an end and o new
generation emerged, and with it the traditional Golden Age of
Malacca, an age of expansion and conquest, of increasing weallh
and prestige.

Sultan Muzatfir Shah was succeeded by his son, Sultan
Munsor Shah in 1459, under whom first Puhang and later
Kampar, Siak and Indragic in Sumatra were conquered, and
an attack hy @ Siamese fleet was heavily defeated. Much of
this success was duce o (he genius of the Malay Bendahara Tun
Perak, who served four rulers us Chief Minister and whose
relatives were the consorts of Sultun Mavsor and his son Sultan
Alaedin.  Sultan Mahmud $hih, grandson of Sultan Mansor and
grand-nephew of Tun Perak, succeeded to the Sultanate in 1488
when his energetic and enlighlened father died mysteriously in
the prime of life, possibly at Ulu Piagoh on the Muar River, where
his grave may still he seen.  Sultan Aliedin wag planning a pii-
grimage to Mecca when he died.  Sultan Mahmud was not the
eldest son, but through the influence of Bendahara Tun Perak
and Laksamana Hang Tuah, the most famous of Makc
riors, and of the Temenggong Tun Mutabir who later succeeded
as Bendahara, Raja Munawar, the eldest son, who had been sent
to rule Kampar, was passed over, 1t was anill-fated decision, The
young Sultan grew up in a Royal Couril which was at the centre
of 4 town with 40,000 inhabitants.  Surrounded by favourites he
fived a life of ease and licence, leaving the administration of
his still growing kingdom to his ministers,  During his reign
successtul cumpaigns against Manjong (in Perak) and Kelantan
brought them under the influence of the Malcca Court, and

s war-
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Sultan Mansor Shah of Mefacea vefurns fram lave sfter bis marriage G re @ Max Asu in abont 1450

of Majupabit.

Tuah bran,

The procession is fed by

he Mulay warvior Hung ing S







Sultan Mahmud’s son by a captive Kelantan princess later he-
came the first ruler of Perak. Patam and Kedah acknowledged
themselves as vassals of Malacca, and 2 fresh attack by Siam
was driven off by Laksamana Hang Nadim,

At the height of ils glory and influence, in August 1309, the
first European fleet sailed into Malacca harbour, led by the
Portuguese Admiral Diego Lopez de Sequeira. He had set sait
from Portugal sixteen months earlier in search of a trading hase
in the Far East—un extension of the policy initiated by his
patron and paragon the Viceroy Alfonso d’Albuguerque.

Although Sultan Mahmud agreed io receive a Portuguese
deputation and a letter from the King of Porfugal was read,
there followed a long period of inaction, during which no one
would trade with the foreigners and Tun Mutahir, the Malay
Bendahara, prepared to fight. de Sequiera became impatient,
and in the end the accidental firing of an alarm gun on a Portu-
guese vessel led to hostilities and to the departure of the Admiral
and his fleet, leaving twenty of his comrades on shore.

The Bendahara, uncle of the Sultan, who had for a number
of years been the most powerful individual in Malacca, was
regarded hy nearly everyone except the Sultan and his family
s the hero of the occasion.  Mahmud Shah resented his uncle’s
popularity and his wealth, and coveted his beautiful daughter,
Tun Fatimah. Encouraged by the whole of the Tun Perak
family, who had been relegated to the background hy th2 ap-
pointment of Tun Mutabir as Bendahara, and by many Musiim
Indian merchants who had suffered from his greed and oppres-
sion, Sultan Mahmud uccepted a charge of treason, which may
have had some foundation, and exterminated every member
of Tun Mutahir’s family, except a boy, Tun Mamzah, and Tun
Fatimah, whom he married.

For a short tinie the Sultan and his new Bendahara, Tun
Perak’s son, basked in the brilliance of Malacca’s sunset, but their
joy was turned to horror by the reappearance of the Portuguese
fieet, this time in overwhelming strength, on 1st July, 1511,

11



There were nineteen ships contzining 800 Portuguese soldiers
and 600 Indians, led by the Viceroy d’Albuquerque himself,

While protracted negotiations took place, d’'Albuquerque
learnt that he could rely on the trading population fo take no
part in any fighting which might follow, and he decided to make
his objective nothing less than the substitution of a Portuguese
for a Malay Government. The release by the Sultan of the
Portuguese prisoners who had lived in Malacca for two years,
gave him further first-hand information ahout conditions on
shore and he decided to attack the Malay stronghold on the hilt
overlooking the river. ja Alaedin, the Sultan’s younger son,
was the leader of the Malay resistance and led attacks in person
with great bravery. On the first two days after long and hitter
fighting the Portuguese were forced to withdraw to their ships
each night, but their armour, superior weapons, discipline and
leadership decided the issue and on 11th August, when d’Albu-
querque renewed his attack, he found that the Sultan and Raja
Alaedin had withdrawn up river to Pagoh and the town was his,

Although the fall of Malacca in 1511 destroyed the Malay
Empire which had united the whole of the Peninsula and the
East Sumatran Kingdoms under a single overlord, there remained
ying influence which the Portuguese could not injure —
Islam. The Muslim religion had spread through the Peninsula
including Patani with the armies and envoys of Mansur Shah
and his successors, and Kampar, Rokan, Indragiri and Siak on
the Sumatran coast had followed the Malacca example. It was
Malacca also which was responsible for the introduction of Islam
to Java, through the Javanese merchant princes and traders who
formed such a large and prosperous community in the city both
before and after the arrival of the Portuguese. By 1498 the
coastal area of East Java was already predominently Muslim
and it is probable that Majapahit felf between 1513 and 1528
before a coalition of Muslim States composed of Madura, Tuban,
Surabaya and Demak, the last named then becoming the most
influential kingdom in the whole of Java.

12



v
THE PORTUGUESE AND DUTCH IN MALACCA

dAlbuguerque could not afford to garrison Malacca with
the force which he had used to capture it — which represented
the whole of the available troops of Portuguese India. He
constructed a stone fortress, using Mal as slave labour and
the stone of Malay mosques and graves as material, and after
introducing various administrative measures, including a new
currency, and subduing an attempted rebellion by the Javanese,
he sailed for Goa, leaving Ruy de Aranjo, who had been the
Sultan’s prisoner, as Captain, with a garrison so smalt that both
his friends in the town and his enemies in other parts thought
it an act of foolhardiness.

But for over a century Malacca was held against all attackers,
whether Malay, Javanese, Achinese or Dutch, by an impudently
small force, sometimes defending d’Albuquerque’s fortress, de-
servedly named A Famosa, and sometimes sallying forth by sea
to destroy « trading post. The Portuguese policy was to capture
and dominate the trade of the Far East. They did not seek to
administer the people over whom they exercised trading suze-
rainty, they allowed Asian communities in Malacca a wide
measure of self government under their own “Captains”, but
they would tolerate no rival. So long as the Portuguese fleet
had command of the eastern seas Malacca was secure, but when
the Dutch Admiral, Cornelis Matelief, won a decisive victory
over the Portuguese fleet in the Straits of Malacca in 1606 her
fate was sealed and Malacca was finally captured by the Dutch
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after a seige which began in June 1640, and ended with the sur-
render of the few survivors on 14th January, 1641,

The Dutch conguered Malacci not so much because they
needed it as a trading centre, for they had established their own
headguarters at Batavia in Java in 1619, but to ensure that
their trade rivals, the Portuguese and the English, could not
compete with them in Malayan waters. During the whole
period of Dutch occupation, lasting 130 years, Malacea never
paid its way as a separate trading unit, but proved useful as a
supply base for other small trading posts opened by the Dutch
in Selangor and Perak.

The Duteh later discovered that they had to face competi-
tion from another trade rival, the Bugis, who had gained confrol
of the Malay Kingdom of Riau-Johore in 1721, and who on
two occasions holdly but unsuccessfully attacked Malacea in 1756
and 1784. Open war hroke out between the Bugis and the
Dutch in 1756, but though it was patched up by a peace treaty
in 1758, the Bugis domination of all the Malay Kingdoms along
the West Coast was a continuing threat to Duich trading mono-
polies. Fresh hostilities hegan again in 1782 which led to the
Jeath of the redoubtable Raja Haji, the Bugis leader and Under-
King, near Malacca. A Dutch Resident was then appointed (in
1785) to the court of the young Sultan Mahmud Riayat Shah
in Riau,

The Duteh surrendered Malacca to the British in 793, with-
out resistance, because the Freunch, with whom the British were
at war, had seized Holland. They recccupied it again from
1801 to 1807, then handed it over a second time until 1818
and finally gave it up in exchange for Eencoolen on the West
Coast of Sumatra in March 1824,




v
THE RIAU-JOHORE SULTANATE

Sultan Mahmud, ex-ruler of Malacca, set up his new capital
on the island of DBentan, one of the Riau Islwds, and for a
time successfully vesisted Portuguese attacks, but in 1526 he
was finally defeated and driven out and he died at Kampar in
Sumatra.

For more than @ century thereafter his heirs and successors
fought @ triangular campaign against Acheh, the powerful
Sumatran trading kingdom, and the Porluguese, with disastrous
resull: In 1504 Sultan Aluuddin 11 was taken caplive lo Acheh
and his capital at Johore Lama was destroyed, and again in 1613
and 1615 Acheh sacked Johore and {fook the Sultan, Sullan
Ablwuddin 111, and thousauds of his subjects prisoner hecause he
was in communicidion with the Portuguese. It wis during this
period of adversity that the “Sejurall Melayu™ — the Malay
Annmals — wus compiled on the initiative of Raja Abdullah,
brother of the captive Sullan and of his Bendabara Tun Sri
Lanang.

When the Dutch made their successful aitack on Malacca
in 1641 they counted Sultan Abdul Jalit Shah 1 of Johore as
their ally, and, freed from the atlacks of Acheh by the death
of its great warrior-king Iskandar Muda four years earlier, the
Johore Matays experienced an unwonted period of peace, which
might have resulted in a new era of prospesity and restored
influence had their ruler been content to live on good terms
with his neighbours.  But a quarrel with the ruler of Jambi over
@ broken promise of murritge resulted in a long-drawn-out war
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which culminated in {he sacking of Buatu Sawar, the Johore
capital, in 1073, The ofd Sultan died in exile in Pahang three
years later and his energelic cousin then estublished himsell
in Rizu with the title of Sulflan Ihrabim and took his revenge
on Jambi in allivnee with (he Duich. But his reign was a short
one and when he died, perhups poisoned, in 1083, his only son,
Mahmud, succeeded him.  Sultan Mabmud proved sadistic and
a pervert and he wis murdered when on his way lo the Kot
Tinggi mosque in 1699, and with him died the last of the
ancient Malacea dynasty,

Sultan Mahmaod’s Bendahar, Abdul Judil, descendant of the
original Malacca Bendahar seized the fhrone of Johore on
his death, but he lacked the vigour and warlike qualities needed
by an cighteenth century usurper heset as he was, not only hy
jealous rivalries at his court, but by two new external enemies,
a Minangkabau pretender named Raja Kechil and a group of
Bugis adventurers from Celebes led by the warrior Daeng
Parani.

Raja Kechil. the ruler of Siak in Sumatra, captured Johore
Lama and seized the throne in 1717, allowing Sultan Abdul
Jalil to resume his former position of Bendahara. But Raja
Kechil jilted Abdul Jalit's elder daughter Tengku Tengah in
favour of her younger sister Tengku Kamariah and accelerated
a rebelfion.  Tengku Tengah and her nineteen-year-old brother
Tengku Sulainan invited the Bugis warrior Daeng Parani and
his live brothers to drive oul Raju Kechil with promises of high
rank and Tengku Tengah's hand in marriage.  Abdul Jalil was
murdered on Raji Kechil’s orders hefore the plot could be put
into action but in 1721 Dueng Parani drove out Raja Kechil
and placed Tengku Sulaiman on the Johore-Riau throne, where
he reigned for forty vears.

Sultan Sulaiman and his heirs were dominated by the Bugis,
whose teader held the key post of Yam Tuan Muda or Under-
King at the Malay Court. This was still the position when
Sultan Mahmud of Riau, grandson of Sultan Sulaiman, died in
1812 leaving two sons, Tengku Hussain, the elder, and Tengku
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Dacng Laran, the chlest of the sis Bugis brothers fron the Celebes who come to Jobore carls in the cightventh century

awd dominsted Sultan Suleiman and the Riau-Johore Kingdom






Abdul Rahman.  The Bugis Under-King, Raju Ali, who had
brought up Tengku Abdul Rahman since childhood, arranged
for his protégé to be proclaimed Sultan of Riau-Johore while
Tengku Hussain was away in Pahang, marrying the daughter of
the Temenggong, Engku Muda, the principal rival of the Bugis
Raja All. The Dutch accepted and recognised Tengku Abdul
Rahman as Sultan and the Temenggong, powerless to remedy the
injustice, retired to the sparsely inhabited island of Singapore.




VI

RELATIONS BETWEEN SIAM AND THE NORTHERN
MALAY STATES — FOUNDATION OF PENANG

Although Sttmese aggression in the southern part of the
Malay Peninsula had Deen effectively checked by Malacca in
the fifteenth century, the destruction of that Kingdom in 1511 by
the Portuguese (who cultivated Slamese friendship) bad tire
effect of re ¢ their pretentions to the northern Malty States:
Kedith, Kelantan and Trengganu.  The Siamese suzerainty over
these States was vague, fitfully exercised aad often resi
The practice. however, grew up for the States to send periodically
to Siam a ceremonial present of “Golden Flowers™ (bunga
emasy. This offering was one of those wmbiguous courtesies
which, according to the varying relations of strength and weak-
ness of the parties concerned, might be interpreted as anything
between i polite neighbourly gesture and an acknowledgement
of overlordship.  The Siamese suzerainty, when exercised, was
resented by the Malays, and in the cise of Kedilh the issue be-
came acute when Captain Francis Light in August 1786, on
behalf of the East India Company, took possession of the Island
of Penang, which hitherto had formed part of Kedah. The
terms for the cession of Penang to the British were negotiated by
Light. Chief amongst those demanded by the Suoltan were a
guarantee of military wce in the event of attack upon
Kedah hy land (that is to say, by Siam, Selangor under the
Bugis, or Burma) and the annual payment of a sum of $30,000.
Although Light forwarded these terms to India for acceplance
and proceeded to take possession of the island, the Company

ted.
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rejected the request for protection while declining to give up
possession.

In 1791 the Sultan was defeated in an attempt W retake
the istand by force. By a treaty made in 1800 between Kedah
and the Company, the cession of Penang, to which Province
Wellesley was now added, was confirmed, and the Company
agreed to pay the Kedah ruler 310,000 o vear while they
remiined in possession of these places. The treaty was silent
as to mililary assistunce.  Throughout the negotintions for the
cession of Penang the Kedah ruler had omitted to consult Siam.
The Siamese were furious at this neglect of their alleged suze-
raiuty, but they hided their time.

in 1821 came their opportunity for vengean A S
force, under the Raja of Ligor, invaded and conguered Kedah.
No guarter was given to the inhahilants and muny thousands
cred, Kedah losing therehy, it was claimed, more
population.  The Sultun, Ahmad Tajuddin Halim
assumed

mnes:

were I
than half i
Shah, was driven into exile in Penang and the Siamese
direct control of the country, @ state of aftairs which cuntinued
until 1842 when the Siamese officials were recalled and the
ex-Sultan was reinstated, though Perlis, which hitherto tformed
part of Kedah, was placed under a separate Raja.

Siam, under the Chakri dynasty, was more powerful than
at any time in her history and decided o revive her caim to
suzerainty over the other northern Malay States as well. The
Brifish East India Company viewed this with growing concern
and sent first John Crawfurd and then Captain John Burney to
3angkok in 1822 and 1826 to negotiate a trewy, the essenill
clause of which provided for non-interference hy Sium in Kedah,
Perak, Selangor, Kelantan and Trengganu. Burney concluded
thit reement in 1826, but although Perak and Selangor were
freed from further Siamese intervention in their internal afairs,
Kedah remained in Siumese hands until 1842, Kelantan was
virtually under Siamese control within ten years, and an attempt
to replace the Sultan of Trengganu by a Siamese nominee in
1862 was only prevented by the vigorous, if misguided, action
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of Governor Cavanagh in bombarding Kuala Trengganu. The
threat of Siamese encroachment was noi finally removed until
the Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909, in which Siam transferred
“all rights of suzerainty, protection, administraiion and control
whatsoever which she possesses” over Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan
and Trengganu to Great Britain, and British Advisers were
appoinied to each State by Sir Jobn Aunderson, the Governor
of the Straits Settlements.
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vl
SINGAPORE

Malacca was returned to the Dulch by the Convention of
London in 1814 (though it was not reoccupied by them until
1818), hut long hefore this date the limitations of Penang, hoth
as a trading centre and a naval base, had Dhecome painfully
obvious, owing to the transfer hack to the Dutch of Java.
Britain was confronted with the restoraiicn of the Dutch {rading
monopoly over the whole of the Malayan Archipelago, and in
an eflort to break this Sir Stamford Raffles, an official of the
East India Company who had risen in the short period of twelve
years from being an istant Secretary in Penang to the
appointment of Lieutenant-Governor of Bencoolen in Sumatra,
was sent hy Lord Hastings, the Governor-General of India, to
seck a new trading station south of Mulacea,

Accompanied by Colonel Farguhar, who had heen Resident
of Malacca until the Dutch reoccupation, Raffies landed on the
sparsely inhabited island of Singapore on 28th January, 1810
and immediately decided that it was the ideal site for his purpose.
The Temenggong of Johore, who had retired to the island in
voluntary exile to avoid Bugis dominadion, signed a preliminary
agreement two days later giving Raffles permission to establish
a settlement, but both parties realised that such an agreement
required the confirmation of the Sultan of Johore before it
could be valid. Tengku Hussain, the eldest son of the deceased
Sultan Mahmud of Riau, who had been passed over by the
Bugis in favour of his younger brother, Tengku Ahdul Rahman,
was living In poverty in Riau, and he willingly came to Singapore
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at the Temenggong's invitation aund there he was procluimed
Sultan of Johore by Raffles on Oth February, 1819, On the
same Jay Sultan Hussain and the Temenggong signed a treaty
confirming the preliminary agreement and granting the East
India Company the right to build fuctories in bis territory, in
return for which he and the Temenggony were to receive annual
allowances of $5,000 and $3,000 respectively.

In spite of violent protests by the Dutch, Ratfles’ inspired
enterprise was given official backing by the Governor-General
and Iudia House in London, and the Treaty of London of 17th
March, 1824 tinally included Singapore with Malacca amony
the territories over which the Dutch surrendered any further
claim.  In the same year Sultan Hussain and Temenggong Abdul
Rahman concluded 2 treaty with Crawfurd, the Resident, in
which they transferred the Ishnd of Singapore for ever to
Britain,

Rafiles’ “Malta of the Fast” rapidly justified his hopes. A
year after its occupation the population numbered ten thousand,
and by 1823 the value of imports and exports in his free trade
port exceeded thirteen million dollars.

‘The next fifty years have heen deseribed as “half a century
of inactivity™.  This is only true in so far as Dritish policy to-
wards the Maiay States was concerned, wheve @ policy of non-
infervention was strictly enforced. Bul Singapore grew with
remarkable rapidity, Penang developed ai @ modest pace ard
only Malacca stagnated.




Vil

THE MALAY STATES BEFORE AND AFTER
BRITISH INTERVENTION

We have seen how the ancient Malacca dynasty ended with
the murder of Sultan Mahmud 11 at Kofa Tinggl in 1699 and
how members of the original Bendahara family replaced him and
transferred their capital to Riau, under the domination of the
Bugis. These Sultans deputed their principal ministers, the
Bendahara and the Temenggong, to represant them and govern
in their name, ihe Bendahara fn Pahany and the Temenggong
in Johore.  When the Riau royal family divided into the Singa-
pore branch under British protection and the Lingga branch
under Dutch control, both these greal oilicials began to pay
less attention (o their titular suzerains and {o mie the position
of independent princes until at last the DBritish recognised
Temenggong Abu Bakar as Sullan of Johore in 1877 and
Bendahara Wan Ahmad as Sultan of Pahang i 1882,

The eighteenth century Sultans of Riau-Johore could no
longer exercise effective control over the mainland, and as a re-
sult two separate territories established their independence: Sel-
angor, with its headquarters at the ancient river stronghold of
Klang, famous since the days of Bendahara Tun Perak of Malacca,
and 4 group of small Minangkabau Staies now known as Negri
Sembilan,  The first Sultan of Selangor was the Bugis Raja
Lumu, son of Daeng Chelak, one of the Bugis warriors who in
1721 ousted Raju Kechil from Johore; he was recognised s
Sultan in 1743 and his descendants have ruled Selangor ever
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since. The Minangkabau migration from Sumatra began in the
sixteenth century, first to Naning (Alor Gajuh) and Rembau,
and later as far north as Jelai and Jelebu and as far south as
Segamat, hut it was not until they were In danger of Bugis
domination that they united in 1773 under a Sumatran prince of
Minangkabau descent named Raja Melewar, the ancestor of the
present Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negri Sembilan.

Perak, whose first recorded ruler was a son of the last
Sultan of Malacca, suffered terrible ravages at the hands of the
Achinese in the tirst half of the seventeenth century but her rulers
can trace their descent from the Malacca Sultanate to this day.
The State should have hecome wealthy and powerful since she
could claim to praduce more tin than any other Malay Kingdom
in the Peninsula but eighteenth century Bugis interference and
nineteenth century Siamese invasion, coupled with internal vival-
ries, continued to wreck her peace and to ruin her prosperity.

The first three-quarters of the nineteenth century saw a
slow but s cant change in the internal political structure of
the Matay States of the West Coast. The Mala Sultanate,
from which they all derived to a greater or less extent, had been
a city-state centred on a port and living by trade rather than
by agriculture.  All power was concenfrated in the hands of
the Sultun and the efficers of his court. In the nineteenth
century Malay States, however, power was dispersed.  The pax
Britannica vemoved the threat of external attack and a growing
agricultural population began to spread out over the terrilory.
The development of {in-mining, and especially the introduction
of Chinese miners working by new methods, made it possitle
for greater revenues to he obtained by the control of a district
than by service at the Sultan’s Cowrt.  The nobles, still bearing
the titles of Court offices, drifted away from the Sultan to become
district chiefs, vich and therefore powerful from their local
revenues. This process of change explains the contrast be-
tween the passivity of the Malay States towards the British in
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this cemtury as compared with their spirited resistance {o Portu-
guese and Duteh in earlier periods.

The three settlements of Singapore, Malacen and Penuny
were transferred from the control of the supreme Government
of Indit to that of the Colonial Office in 1807, and this enabled
the Governor and the leading merchants in the Straits Settle-
ments to represent the deplorable conditions in the Malay
States more effectively, and to press for a new policy of inter-
vention. It was Lord Kimberley, the Liberal Prime Minister,
who issued fhe instructions in September 1873 which directed
the Governor to “rescue the fertile and productive countries
from the ruin which must befall them if the present disorders
continue unchecked”, and when Sir Andrew Clarke landed in
Singapore two months later he lost no time In carrying them
out. Perak, with rival cliimants to the Sultanate and withh a
hitter and devastating clan war hetween Chinese miners in Larut,
demanded and received priotity. In January 1874 Clarke
temporarily settled the succession by the Pangkor engagement
and secured the agreement of Sultan Abdullah to the appoint-
ment of a British Resident (J. W. W. Birch) who was to advise
on the collection and control of all revenues and on the general
administration of the state. The heads of the Chinese factions
were also present and they signed a hond, under heavy penalties,
to disarm completely and to keep the peace,

Before the end of 1874 Residents had also heen appointed
in Selangor (J. G. Davidson}, and Sunget Ujong. the most pros-
perous member of the Minangkahau confederation (Captain
PoJo Murray, RNL), and a measure of peace uand order had
been restored. British advice was later extended to the rest
of Negri Sembilan, and to Pahang in 1887, and the four States
were united in a Federation in July 1895 with its capital in
Kuala Lumpur.  Kuala Lumpur hagd grown from a small mining
village brought into existence by the initiative of Raja Abdullah,
son-in-law of Sultan Ahdul Samad, in 1850, It had heen deve-
loped by the enterprise and determination of Yap Ah Loy, the
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“Capitan China”, and was rescued from anarchy by Tunku Kudin,
the Kedah-horn Viceroy and another son.in-liw of the Sultan.
After the end of the civil war in 1874 Kuala Lumpur was grad-
ually rebuilt and when Mr. Frank Swettenham was appointed
British Resident in 1882 an eflicient administration was intro-
duced in which Yap Al Lc
lopment of the Resideniial system the wisdom, skill and sym-

joined energetically, In the deve-

pathelic undesstunding of  Sir Hugh lLow in Perak, Hugh
Clifford in Pahang and Sir Frank Swettenham in Selangor and
Perak and later as the first Resident General, did much 1o
establish sound administration and (o recoucile the Malay ruling
class to the new régime.  Both the Federnted Malay States and
the States of Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, Trengganu and Johore,
which remained outside the Federation, continued wnder a
separate form of administration from the Strudls Settlements
and were never declared British territory.

Johore relained her independence until 1914, though her
ruler (Sultan Abu Bakar) had established direct relationships with
Queen Victoria as early as 1873 when he visited London, bub
Sultan Ihrahim, his son, now coucluded a treaty and received
a4 General Adviser, thus providing the final Tink with the High
Commissioner for the Malay Stutes, who wus also Governor of
the Straits Setilements,

The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, which enabled the
sea journey from England to be completed in forty-two days
instead of one hundred and sixieen, led to @ noiable increase
in trade, which stimulated economic eaterprises on the main-
land, The first rubber seeds arrived in Maluya from Brazl via
Kew Gardens, London, in 1877 and werc planied at Kuala
Kang Perak, but it was not until 1888 that the correct
method of extracting latex, hy “fapping’ the bark of the tree,
was discovered by H. N. Ridley, the Director of the Botanic
Gardens, Singapore.  On that day the modern rubber industry
in Malaya was born, though it was nearly ten vears later befare
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any extensive areas of land in the Federated Maly States were
systematically planted with rubber,

The population increased in a spectacular manner, Chinese
miners had been encouraged to enter the tin-mining areas by
earlier Malay rulers and chiefs, but now they flocked in of {heir
own accord, while South Indian labour was recruited by rubber
estate owners and hy 1920 Malaya was exporting 196,000 tons
of rubber a year.

In the Federated Malay States a Federal Council had been
created by Sir John Anderson in 1909. The High Commissioner
presided over the Council which consisted of the four Rulers,
the Resident General, the four British Residents and four un-
ofticials, nominated hy the High Commissioner. The member-
ship remained unchanged until 1927 when the Rulers with-
drew, the officinls were incrensed to thirteen and the unofficials
to eleven.

The proceedings of the Council then began to adopt some-
thing of the modern aspect of Government and Opposition.
There was no further change until the Japanese invaded Malaya
in December, 1941, Singapore fell on 15th February, 1942,
amd the Japunese Occupation continued for three and a half
years,

On the eve of 4 campaign for the liberation of Malaya the
Japanese surrendered unconditionally and in September 1945,
a British Military Administration was established under Admiral
Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander, South-
eust Asia, who made his headquarters in Singapore. This was
followed hy the publication by the British Government in Jan.
uary 1946, of & White Paper setting out proposals for a Malayan
Union, which would unite the whole of the Peninsula under a
Governor and a strong central Government, and deprive the
Rulers and the States of all but nominal authority.

These proposals caused a storm of protests from the Malays,
and led to the rapid formation of the United Malays National
Organisation with branches all over the country. Their opposi-
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tion was strongly supported hy a group of retired Malayan Civil
Servants in England, including the nonagenarian Sir Frank Swet-
tenham. and the scheme for a Malayan Union was abandoned
In its place the Federation of Makuya Agreement was signed in
Kuata Lumpur on 21st January, 1948, and came info force on
1st February of that year. This agreement provided for a
High Commissioner and a Federal Legislative Council containing
sevent A con
siderable degree of autherity was restored to Their Highnesses

ive members, filty of whom were unoff

the Rulers, acting in consultation with iheir State Executive Coun-
cils, and 4 form of common citizenship was created for all whoe
knowledged Makaya us thefr permanent home and the object
of their undivided lovalty. Within this framework the Setthe-
ments of Penang and Makicea remained British tervitosy. Singa
pore continued as a separtte Colony under is own Governor,

The year in which th Federation was Inaugurated saw the
outhreak of i Communist revolt.  The Communists had toped
1o giin control of the country in September 19435, but they were
forestatied by the arrival of the British Military Adminisirating.,
During the next two years they made increasingly determined
eliorts to p‘n;nlr\sc the ccenamic recovery of the country and
finally launched o campaign of \'Mencc and murder in which
the principal turgets were British rubber planters and tin miners,
and those Chinese who actively upprmd them. A state of
Emergency was dechired in June 1948, Captured documents
h: shown {hat they had hoped to declare ot Communist
Republic on 3rd August, 1948

The vumber of Communist terrorists probably never exceeded
7,000, the majority of them Chinese, but they were well armed
with weapons hidden after the Japanese Occupation, and in the
face of determined Government resistance they retived to the
deep jungle where they proved an elusive enemy,

In spite of increasingly effective measures, which were
greatly stimulated by the leadership of General Sir Gerald
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Templer, who was High Commissioner and Dircctor of Opera-
tions from 1952 to 1954, the Communist hard-core were still
in armed revolt when the British Government and the leaders
of the Alliance Governmemt (elected in July, 1933) together
with the representatives of Their Highnesses the Rulers signad
a report on the London Constitulional Conference on 8th
February, 1956, whereby self-government was granted {o the
Federation of Malzya and full independence within the Com-
momwealth promised hy August, 1957,

tn March 1956 an independent Constitutional Comumission,
headed by Lord Reid, was appointed.  Their report, which formed
the basis for the constitution of Independent Malaya, was pub-
lished in hruary 1957, and on 1oih July, the Legislative
Council accepted the Constitutional proposals which had been
ised after full consultation hetween the three partners of the
Alliance. Government and the British Government.  On 5th
August, the Federation of Malava Agreement 1057 was signed
by Their Highne: the Rulers and by the High ¢ sioner
on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen, :nd on 15th August, a
BIIl entitled the Federal Constitution Ordinance, giving effect to
the acceptance of the Constitution, wis passed unanimously by
the Legislative Council,

Malaya wchieved her Independence on 31st August, 1957,
The instrument of Independence was handed hy His Royal
Highness the Duke of Gloucester, representing Her Majesty the
Queen, to Yang Teramat Mulia Tunku Abdul Rabman Putri,
Prime Minister, in the Merdeka Stadium, that morning in the
presence of Their Highnesses {he Rulers, His Excellency Sir
Donald MacGillivray, the retiring High Commissioner, representi-
tives of other nations and nearly 30,000 Malayans, On the
following morning His Majesty Tuanku Abdul Rahman ibni
Almarhum Tuanku Muhammad, Yang di-Pertuan Besar, Negri
Sembilan, installed as Paramount Ruler of the Federation of
Malaya for a period of live years.
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