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Abstract:

The two Asian countries Malaysia and China established diplomatic ties in 1974,
Since then, they have had very close contacts in political, economic and cultural
fields. The current "best bilateral relations™ should be attributed to Dr. Mahathir Bin
Mohamad who served as Malaysia’s prime minister between 1981 and 2003. This
paper focuses on the relations between Malaysia and China when Mahathir was in
power, aiming to review the history and analyze those factors that may influence
bilateral relations. Also, there are discussions on the changes of China-Malaysia
relationship under both international and internal conditions .

Under the Mahathir era, Malaysia had increased bilateral relations with China in
economic and trade fields, andMahathir’s insistence on the so-called Asian values had
also become a shared standing when these two countries faced great powers outside
this region. However, there had been some unstable factors such as the Malaysian
Chinese, the Communist Party of Malaya and the conflicts regarding South China Sea
islands that had more or less affected this relationship.

It is Mahathir’s personal characteristic to dominate Malaysia’s domestic and
foreign policies. He had devoted to protecting Malaysia’s national interest and uniting
Southeast Asian countries. His ultimate goal is to establish an "ASEAN Community”.
And its prototype "East Asia Economic Caucus " is becoming better organized under
the framework of "ASEAN plus 3 ".
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