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The fabric of Malaysian society is woven by the threads of our rich,
multi-ethnic heritage, of our population who has leamt to practise
mutual tol and ion of - é'adl other's
customs, traditions and lifestyles. These are facets that make
Malaysia so colourful and fascinating to others. Yet we are very
mindful of our roots and how we came together to be what we are
today, a united and harmonious people.

The diversity of Malaysia's cultural heritage is matched by that of our
landscape. Mother nature has been kind, endowing us with great
‘ mountains and rivers, idyllic tropical islands and palm-fringed
beaches. Our majestic rainforest is a backdrop of boundless beauty
\ and provides habitat for an amazing proliferation of wildlife and plant
| species.

‘ | would like to congratulate Mr Walter Francois and Mr Yvan
Deweerdt for producing "Walter FRANCOIS presents MALAYSIA”.

| This photo book captures the essence of Malaysia and will, | hope,
serve as an invitation to visit Malaysia.
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TINGEAT 36, MENARA DATO GRY, FUSAT DAGANGAN DUNIA FRTRA,
| A4S JALAN TUN ISMAIL, 5069 KUALA LUMPUR.

| Telefow: 032991515 Tebew: MA 25222 Fau 03290088




PREFACE

THE AUTHOR'S MISSION: TO MAKE MALAYSIA BETTER KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE IN HIS OWN COUNTRY, BELGIUM,
AS WELL AS THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE AND INDEED PEOPLES ALL OVER THE WORLD.

Yeoh Oon Chuan, a journalist for a local daily, The Malay Mail, in his article of September 3rd 1999, entitled
“ERANCOIS OUT TO SELL MALAYSIA" explains my special love for Southeast Asia, and Malaysia in particular

In 1997 Malaysia and other countries in Southeast Asia were struck by the worst financial crisis they have ever experienced
The economic policy adopted by Malaysia to combat the crisis was innovative and unorthodox. This policy carrie under sharp
criticism in the western world,

Despite the severe financial set backs, Malaysia succeeded in overcoming the crisis. Malaysia's achievements, before and
after the crisis, can truly be described as impressive. Through the implementation of sound and appropriate socio-economic
policies, the multi-ethnic and multireligious people of Malaysia were able to develop the country.

Tourism has tremendous potential for growth in this country. Just about everything a modern world explorer is looking for can
be found in this paradise on earth, which is aptly captured in the tourism slogan "MALAYSIA TRULY ASIA™.

The main objective of this book is not to emphasize the photogenic qualities of the Malaysian landscape, but to illustrate
how the local population have harmoniously adapted to their own environment and the world at large without losing their
distinctive character.

This typically Malaysian character is found in a basic Malaysian reality — that is, this country and its pecple, located in a
strategic crossroad of the world, survive by reaching outwards. This is reflected as much in the enormous variety of culinary
delights as in the hospitality, moderation and tolerance of its people.

Malaysia is truly a confluence of many cultures.
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MALAYSIA

It is truly the first rainbow country in the modern world.

Malaysia with its many different faces, literally and figuratively, is situated in the very heart of Southaast.»,Asja
equator. Peninsular Malaysia shares a border with Thailand to the north and Singapore to the south. On
Is separated from Sumatra (Indonesia) by the Strait of Malacca and the South China Sea forms the natur
the northemn part of Borneo, the third largest island in the world, are located the two states of |
Sarawak.

Peninsular Malaysia consists of eleven federal states: Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Perak, Penan
Terengaanu. Pahang, Melaka and Johor as well as the Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur and has a total
131, 450 square kilometres. The two federal states of East Malaysia, Sabah and S k, are about 198, 950 ¢
and are the two biggest states in the country. The city of Kuala Lumpur and the capital of Putrajaya are
Territories. Another Federal Territory is the small island of Labuan, which is off the coast of Sabah and which is
Offshore Financial Centre.

years a new King is elected from among the Sultans to be the Head of State of Malaysia.
One of the principal visions of Prime Minister Dato' Seri Dr. Mahathir, the fourth Prime Minister of Malaysna
since 1981, is for the socio-economic, industrial and technological progress of the country to be in tendu
religious values of its progressive people.

Owing 1o its geographical location (between one and seven degrees north latitude) Malaysia enloys
average temperature of about 27°C. The dry season is between April and October but monso
differences in rainfall between Peninsular Malaysia and East Malaysi




Malaysia has always been and continues to be open to the world.

The strategic location of Malaysia, halfway between India and China and at the crossroads of two important navigation routes,
was the main reason why traders from India, China and the Middle East focused a large part of their global commerce on this
country. In 1511 the mighty Empire of Melaka was overrun by the Portuguese who wanted to monopelise the spice trade and
who also tried to expel Islam, resulting in the beginning of European rule. After the Portuguese domination, the Dutch and the
British established their rule. The Second World War resulted in scme years of Japanese rule After the surrender of the
Japanese and the return of Malaya to British rule once again, the cry for independence became louder and louder.

In 1957, the Union Jack was lowered for the last time, Tunku Abdul Rahman became the first prime minister and he was also
the brains behind the formation of the Federation of Malaysia (a merger of Malaya, Singapore and North Borneo, present-day
Sabah, and Sarawak) in 1963. Singapore became an independent state in 1965,

The above-mentioned historical developments explain the multi-ethnic and multireligious mosaic of Malaysia. Besides the
indigenous culture, Malaysia is also home of three of the world's major cultural traditions — Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist. Islam
is the official religion although there is complete religious freedom for other faiths. In no other place in the world can such
tolerance be found. Nowhere else too can one find an array of culinary traditions and architectural styles as in Malaysia. The
cultural heritage is inexhaustible and very few countries are so richly endowed with pristine nature with its unigue and exotic
fauna and flora. A large part of the 130 million year-old rain forest, the oldest in the world, remains to be explored.

In recent years, Malaysia has given due emphasis to tourism. The government recognises that the orderly and sustainable
development of this industry is an important ingredient for a diversified economy. The emphasis is on environmentally friendly
development of the tourism sector, stressing economic benefits while minimising negative socio-cultural and environmental
impacts on the country's development.









A MOST FASCINATING DESTINATION EMERGES FROM
UNDER THE CLOUDS: KUALA LUMPUR,
THE CAPITAL CITY OF MALAYSIA




KUALA LUMPUR AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

The clean and ultra-modern infrastructure of Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) immediately arouses in the minds of
visitors to Malaysia with wildest expectations. Originally a tiny settlement, KL, as everybody now fondly refers to Kuala Lumpur,
developed into a prosperous metropolis comparable with other modern cities in the world.

Innumerable sheets of coloured glass, concrete and steel, each with its own unique flair and character, rise and stretch their
architectural vision into heaven.

The most impressive building, and undoubtedly the pride of KL and Malaysia, is the Petronas Twin Towers-complex. This
spectacle has truly drawn the attention of the world. It is the pre-eminent symbol of the country's rapid technological
development and the dynamism of its people. Those who are keen on modern architecture can be treated to its magnificence
and splendour. Visitors who prefer shopping will definitely find something to suit their taste here.

KL also possesses a wide range of luxurious hotels. Those who appreciate excellent cuisine will definitely find a wide variety of
the most exquisite restaurants in this city of about 2,000,000 inhabitants. The kaleidoscope of cultures offers a great diversity
of houses of prayer. The melange of traditional places of worship, evocative colonial buildings and the modern skyscrapers give
this city its distinct architectural character.

In his "Vision 2020" Prime Minister Dato'Seri Dr. Mahathir clearly expressed his plan to transform Malaysia into a fully developed
and industrialised state. Even on a brief stay in KL, one cannot be oblivious to the unbound spirit of progress that symbolises
Malaysia's unhesitating leap into the future.

The old Kuala Lumpur Railway Station and Masjid (Mosque) Jamek are world-famous. Treading through these buildings, one
feels transmitted into a Moorish fairyland. The Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad, where the High Court of Justice is presently
situated, appeals to one’s imagination, although the sight of high and modern skyscrapers, with their rather bland commercial
posters, to a certain extent, spoil the historic importance of these buildings.




The Palace of the King of Malaysia “the Istana Negara’, the National Monument “Tugu Negara" dedicated to those who fell in
battle during the communist insurrection, and the National Mosque "Masjid Negara® are other highlights. From the top of the
Menara Kuala Lumpur, the fourth highest telecommunication tower in the world, one gets a bird's-eye view of the hustle and
pustle of this vibrant modern city.

If you are looking for some tranquiliity whilst in the busy but charming capital, the Lake Gardens, “the Tasik Perdana’, offers
some respite with its undulating greenery, interspaced with flowering plants, trees, botanical gardens and much more.

In Shah Alam, the capital of the federal state of Selangor, you will find the Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah:Nlosque, the largest
Mosque In Southeast Asia, which conquers the sky with its azure-blue dome. Four minarets of about 142 metres surround the
huge place of worship, which can accommodate about 16,000 faithfuls at a time.

During the annual Thaipusam feast, the Hindu temple complex at Batu Caves attracts large numbers of pilgrims. The devotees
and penitents climb 272 steep steps to reach the entrance of the cave and give their offerings to the gods. Some practise
mortification of the flesh to cleanse their souls.

Kuala Lumpur is the focal point of a new Malaysia. The city brings together Malaysia's past and present, its tolerance,
cosmopolitan culture and varied natural resources. It gives the visitor an excellent opportunity to see Malaysia from different
perspectives and in a new light.

In a nutshell, Malaysia is a country of great diversity in terms of physical beauty and natural resources. That diversity is also
reflected in the ethnic, cultural and religious background of its people.
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THE PREMIER INTERNATIONAL GATEWAY TO MALAYSIA:
KUALA LUMPUR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (KLIA)
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KLIA IS A HEAVEN OF PEACE AND QUIET AND TRAVELLERS
SHOULD HAVE NO FEAR AT ALL THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF
NERVOUSNESS, STRESS OR HUSTLE AND BUSTLE AWAITS THEM
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MODERN KAMPUNG
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SHAH ALAM MUNIGIPAL BUILDING
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IT'S GOOD TO WORK HERE
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VICTORY ULTIMATELY IS THE RESULT OF TEAMWORK

@

=



IMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL EMERGES




THE POPULATION OF PUTRAJAYA IS FORECAST TO GROW TO OVER
300.000 BY 2012
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KUALA LUMPUR, MALA COMMERCIAL HUB,
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COLMAR TROPICALE
A FRENCH-THEMED RESORT




FRANCE IN MALAYSIA
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THE NATIONAL SPORTS COMPLEX IN BUKIT JALIL
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MODERN TRADITION
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BEGINNING OF NATIONAL DAY PARADE
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SARAWAK  THE LAND OF HORNBILLS

Borneo is the third largest island in the world and most of it belongs to Indonesia. On the northwest of Borneo is located the
east Malaysian state of Sarawak, “the largest state in Malaysia”. with an area of 124,450 square kilometres. Mountains, hills
and jungle dominate the landscape. Sarawak has a typical equatorial climate and the daily temperatures vary between 24°C
and 32°C. The heaviest rainfalls are from November till February.

In 1983, after more than 100 years of rule by White Rajahs, Sarawak became part of the Malaysian Feder‘atlon and that definitely
put an end to the colonial era.

Although Islam spread rapidly through most parts of Malaysia, it was less so in this region. The population is ethnically diversed
and the Chinese, who farm about 30% of the population, control most of the trade.

The capital of Sarawak is Kuching, which means ‘cat’. Statues of cats - and even a cat museum - are fascinating attractions in
the city. The Sarawak Museum is world-famous and is a must see for every visitor. It is considered one of the richest and most
beautiful museums in Southeast Asia in terms of anthropological collections.

The emblem of this state is the impressive and gigantic rhinoceros hornbill, which the Iban people, Sarawak's largest ethnic
group, consider to be their 'protector’ or 'guardian angel'.

The modern cities continug to attract young people, even though the typical longhouse or the 'village under one roof' is still very
much part of the lifestyle.

There was a time when young and brave warriors had to prove their courage to win favours of local beauties through head-
hunting. The memories of the past are represented by trophies, which are traditionally found in every longhouse.

Nowadays, however, hospitality is an innate character of the indigenous people.

The fauna and flora of Sarawak show an immense variety, Almost ten national parks preserve the rich natural heritage of
Sarawak. Amongst them, the Gunung Mulu National Park appeals most to the imagination. It is very well-known for its caves,
including the Deer Cave which is populated by millions of wrinkle-lipped bats. Every day when the sun sets, at least when the
weather gods are well-disposed, enormous hordes of bats leave their shelters and take off in search of food in the nearby jungle,
for themselves and their offspring. An estimated eight to ten tons of insects fall prey to the bats every day.

Miri, near the Brunei border, is the third largest city of Sarawak and is a very important trading post. In 1910 oil was discovered,
sparking off tremendous economic activity, which made the city flourish. Miri is also an exit-base for visits to other national parks
in the immediate neighbourhood.
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KUCHING WATERFRONT, WITH AN ALMOST 900m-LONG ESPLANADE
AND BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED WITH ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES,
HAS BECOME THE MOST POPULAR MEETING PLACE
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KUCHING NORTHERN CITY HALL (WITH CAT MUSEUM)

131






CALLIGRAPHIC SIGNBOARDS
KUCHING






AT THE ENTRANCE OF A SHOP IN KUCHING:
MODERN HEADHUNTING?

135



MARKET IN SERIAN
SPICES ARE HI(




T

GE OF

O L“ IDGET

187



LENIFR




A IN KUCHING IS
ND HOUSES ONE
SOUTHEAST ASIA




UE {CITY MOSQ




MUSLIM GRAVEYARD
D AT THE OLD STATE MOSQUE (CITY MOSQUE)
KUCHING







HIGH TIDE IN BAKO NATIONAL PARK (WEST SARAWAK)
AT THE MOUTH OF THE BAKO RIVER

143



UNUS

JAL

AKO NATI
NBOARD AT BAKC
SIGNEBOA



NS OF A LONGHOUSE IN SARATOK







BAN LC

MANY ETHNE ROUIP
LIVE [N [ON
A LONGHOUSE IS A ShaLL Wi

MNGHOUSE AT NANGA SPAYA

HOUSES ALONC







HE IBANS IS COCKFIGHTING.
HTER-COCKS" WITH MUCH CARE




ARE THE LA
THEY MAIN
WHILE Al




EVERY FAMILY HAS ITS OWN SEPARATE ROOM
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THE BUSTUNG OIL TOWN OF MIRI
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MIRI HAS A SIGNIFICANT CHINESE COMMUNITY
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SABAH THE LAND BELOW THE WIND

Sarawak and Sabah form the eastern part of Malaysia.

Saban, popularly known as "The Land below the Wind", is located on the northeast of Borneo, just north of the equator, and it
Is the ond largest state of Malaysia. Sabah, a tropical paradise, with a land area of 74,500 square kilometres, is found
the South China Sea on the west and the Sulu Sea and Celebes Sea on the east.

The 4093m Gunung Kinabalu, the highest mountain between the Himalayas and Papua New Guinea, dominates Sabah. To
conguer thi ant. Is any adventurer's greatest challenge. But once this feat has been accomplished, the adventurer will be
amply rewarded by a breath-taking pancramic view of the jungle below and beyond

geneous population. OFf the thirty ethnic groups, which inhabit this area, the Kadazans and the
are the largest. Christianity is the predominant religion here, while Islarn and other religions hold sway in other parts of

ern architecturs, inspired by the designs of local longhouses. The museum houses a rich collection of histori-
ind anthropological items. The Sunday market in Jalan Gaya offers a colourful display of fresh and aromatic natural pro-
duce, brgnt textiles, exotic flowers and plants, scuvenirs and all sorts of handicraft.

The Tunku Abdul Rahman Park consists of five exotic little islands and is a haven for those who enjoy a serene lush green
tropical environment. As the sun sets, one is treated to a riot of colours splashed all over the vast expanse of the sky.
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AFTERWORD

During my first travel to Malaysia | fell in love with the beautiful
country.

Once tasted it, | longed for more. | have been there more than
18 times now. Leafing through my book you will be introduced
into the wonderful world of Malaysia. It is with particular plea-
sure that | express my affectionate and deeply-felt gratitude to
LILIANE VAN LAERE, my wife and BART, my son. Without their
support and understanding, the making of this book would not
have been possible.
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