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Dato” Sert Dr Ling Liong Sik, an
clected people’s representative since
1974
minister. He s the president of the

s asentor Malaysian cabinet

second largest political party in
Malaysia, the Malavsian Chinese
Assoctation (MCAL with a total mem
bership neanng 650,000 Malaysians
of Chinese origin Though he s the
highest-ranking political leader of the
Malaystn Chinese community, he
pertorms ettectvely as an all-round
ed Makaysun polineal leader Ling is
aoman with strong pranciples, and
putting prnciple above populanty is
his stvle. He stands firm i detending
the constitutional nghts of Malaysian
Chinese citizens and at the same time
works very hard at promonung racial
unity 10 Malaysie He believes andent
Iy in building & strong and united
Malivsin naton He always stresses
thut the diversity of the Malaysian
plural society his emerged s o
source ol strength tor the country
and not as an obstacle o progress
He has succeeded momsilling conti
dence i the Malavsian Chinese com
munity - that today, the Malaysun
Chinese are no less Chinese. but

mstead are more Malaysan

Ling. as a person, 15 well- known for
his values of humility, hard work
sineerity, respect tor others, having a
canng attitude, bemg posiive - his
thinking and having & vistonan: out-
look A cool and calm leader, he s
determined 1o serve the people and
to build 4 strong Malaysian sociery
and hence a strong nation: And he
has the will of ron w achieve it



L don’t think of the next election.
1 think of the next generation.”



ror Cabinet minster, Ling always puts the nation’s interest above self-interest

as conferred the title “Dato’ Sen™ by the Yang di-Pertaan Agong




He participated in formulating maost of Malaysia’s nation building policies.
He always ensures that policies decided in Cabinet are fair and just to all

races and will benefit the people and the country before they are presented

to the Pariament for debate

Ling receiving an award from the
Sultan of Selangor.
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Bilateral talks with China = Ling played an active role in establishing China-Malaysia ties




Malaysin has @ success formula in running the country. Many
foresgn dignitanies have come to study this. Here, Ling is
introduced 1o a vistung foreign head of government

“ We should continue to strive to
inculcate the value of tolerance,
sharing, caring, co-operation, respect
for one anotber, bumility, bard
work, and a positive and construc-
tive attitude to create a single
Malaysian race which is united and
dynamic in line with the goals of
Vision 2020. ,,

- Ling




Welcome to Malaysia

Greeting the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China
Jiang Zemin, on his official visit to Malaysia in 1995




At 4 nation building exhibition jointly organised by MCA and
other Chinese youth bodies. Ling is seen explaining to the Prime
Mimister Dato Sern Dr Mahathur Mohamad, the contribution of the
Chinese to nation building. The exhibition was officially opened
by the Prime Minister

Ling was awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of May,
Argentina’s highest award, in appreciation of his role in estab-
lishing ties between the two countries,




Ling grecting the first Malavsian Prime
Minister. the Lute Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra al-Hap Ling has deep respect for

the nation's past leaders and greatly
appreciates their contribution 1o the
country



A full day for Ling as Deputy Finance
Minister in early 1984,

Swearing in as Deputy Minister of
Information before the Agong on
31 December 1

977

Ling was re-clected as the president of MCA with
4 very convincng majority in 1993



The Prime Minister Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, the Deputy Prime Minister Dato’” Seri Anwar
Ibruhim and Ling, being the three most senior Barisan Nasional (or National Front) leaders, alway:
work hand in hand 10 ensure the unity of the multi-racial Malaysian society through the spirit of con
sultation, tolerance and respect for cach other. This has made Malaysia a much respected country that

Malaysians can be proud of



A very firm and determined statesman who puts
the nation’s interest above self-interest.

Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir and Ling exchanging ideas on
enhancing national unity

Ling, a minister who has great patience, is
ever willing to explain policies and keep the
nation informed of developments within his
portfolio.




“When you work with your hands you are a worker. when you
work with your hands and your brains you are an artisan, But when
you work with your hands, bruns and heart you are an artist Ling
always reminds himself about this leadership qualiry

1"
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A tireless leader always on the move - that's the impression many people have of Ling.

BV Eepte. \

In spite o hus many dutes. Ling always finds tme o
meet the common folk and listen to ther problems




Having a chat with respected Buddhist monk Dr
K. Sri Dhammananda at the Brickfields Buddhist
Temple

In 1985, when Ling was the Deputy Education
Minister, he made a visit to the hospital where he left
a gift for a four-month-old child who was abandoned
by her parents Unfortunately, Indrani was sound
asleep and did not get to meet the caring statesman




Ling never tails w pertorm his duty as a filial son,
visiting his parents” and grandparents” graves during
the Cheng Beng season

The family s never forgotten, Ling
hrought his lovely wife Ena along
on one of his out-of-town visits and

surprised her with an anniversary
celebration

Ling believes in constant learning and self-improve-
ment. Here, he is seen at a

cadership training camp.

Respect for the elders is a value that is deeply
rooted in Ling.
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Ling pulls out his chair
on lus first day of work
as a full Cabinet minister
in the Transport Ministry
on 7 January 1980




SNES—

“Nice guys may often seem to finish last, but they are
actually running in a different race from the rest.”







Ling Liong Sik's carcer as a mem-
ber of administration started in
1976 when he was appointed
parliamentary sccretary. After
several other appointments as
deputy minister, he was made a
full C
1986 when he became the

binet minister in January

Minister of Transport.

In serving the nation, there have
been many instances when he
had come to crossroads and
important decisions had to be
made. It is during these
moments that Ling's inner
strength shines through. Many
in his position would have been

impulsive or rea

‘tionary to gain
publicity or popularity. But Ling
has never been known to capi-
talise on a situation. He prefers
to think the situation through
before drawing any conclusions.
He prefers to find solutions fast
rather than put the blame on

others and run away from

responsibility. He prefers to get
to the root of the problem - a
more tedious and difficult
process no doubt, but definitely
more effective. This has carned
him a strong sense of respect
among his peers as well as his
subordinates. And here again, he
puts principle above popularity,
and his will to get work done is

as strong as iron.
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An important factor to Malaysi's economy is the transport connection between the country and other parts of

the world. Here, Ling plays a vital role, trelessly travelling to vanous countries to negotiate landing rghts and
alr service agreements. Inthis respect, he has done o great job and successfully opened up many countries
for Malaysia Airhines flights This has not only built business ties but also brought in mullions of tourists
turther enhuncaing the economy of the country



Ling travels to more countries (o negotiate for more
landing rights with various countries.




As Transport Minister, Ling personally supervises operations of port and container terminals 1o ensure that

Malaysian ponts are compentive enough to bring economic benefit to the country




He also travels extensively to gain more ideas
on improving port facilities and establishing
more shipping ties with other parts of the
world.



Ling inspects w railway e crossing. He always gets down 1o the ground 1o understand
the people’s problems, especially those related to his ministry



| Boarding a new locomotive acquired by Here, he finds out first-hand the problems faced by a lorry
Malayan Railway (KTM) driver

Giving a speech at the blessing ceremony of a new Malaysia Airlines Boeing 747-400 Combi.



eptember 1989



Getting the feel of a train ride.

Accompanying the Prime Minister on Trying his hand at turning a rudder during an
an otticial visit to France. exhibition



Ling examines an over-
head railway bridge




He s often seen at development sites such as this - the
Light Rail Trinsport (LRT) System: Ampang Depot and ity
Puduraya station

Here. he is briefed on work on a
railway bridge at Bangi

He was accorded a VIP welcome as a
guest of the Mauritius government.




Getnng the feel of a Proton car




sticl

aring for the safety of the people. Here, Ling puts

er on a motoreyclist’s helmet as part of a

road safety campaign

A -
Taxi drivers were touched by Ling's efforts in raising funds to
expand TAR College and organised a big-scale charity drive. Ling
joined them by officially launching the charity drive, then entered
one of the taxis which took him to his weekly meeting at the Prime
Minister's Department. The ride cost him RM1,000.

Ling tries his hand at operating an excavator,



Ling fullilled the hope of the
islanders of Pulau Ketam
with the construction ol 4
new jetty. For more than halt
acentury, the slinders were
risking their lves climbing,
up and down a wooden
plattorm to hoard and
unbouard terres, and load
and unload goods A proper
jetty was qust o dream, This
dream came true when Ling,
in his office as Transport
Minister, decided 1o build
jetty there. The islanders
gave him an overwhelmimg
welcome when he came 1o
mspect the new jery




As the Transport Minister he is always concerned
about and tkes a personal interest in all activities
under his portfolio.

Getting an update on the progress of
KTM's double-tracking project near
the Salak South station
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AS MCA President, Ling has
strong determuination in serving
the country, community and the
people as well as he can. He
believes in moderation but he is
firm and holds on 1o strong
principles in handhing issues
concermng the community




“We are no less Chinese but more Malaysiarn.”




Ling was the fint MCA President w lead a delegation of high-powered MCA leaders 1o
reach out 1o Chinese commumity leaders at a dialogue session held at the Selangor
Varous gssues concerning the Chinese community were

Chinese Assembly Hall
discussed As e President who believes in the pro-active approach, Ling tikes the inina
tve o reach out rather than sitight m hus oftice and let things happen



How a man responds to the
nceds around him says a lot
about his character. Ling
wastes no time grumbling,
complaining or criticising. His
style is to roll up his sleeves
and get down to doing some-
thing about it - even if it
means getting his hands soiled
in the process. This is especially
true in the cffort he put into
improving education facilities
around the country. The
Langkawi Project has brought
hope to the poor and rural. He
has also put in untiring effort
in raising funds to expand TAR
College, the premier tertiary
college especially for non-
Bumiputera students. As the
President of the MCA, he takes
personal interest in these
projects and visits the branches,
schools and resource centres

regularly to ensure that things
are in order.

As a leader of the Chinese
community, too, Ling strives on
in the interest of the people. To
ensure that the Chinese culture
and language are preserved,
that their legitimate rights are
protected, that they continue
to have a fair place in the coun-
try - these are his objectives.
Not one for open confrontation,
Ling prefers working together
with the government to sce
these objectives fulfilled. And
as a true Malaysian leader, he
wants to see the country united
and strong.

Ling knows that planting a
sced today will not bring a
harvest tomorrow. But with a
will of iron, he labours on - for
the good of future generations.




Quote “We are no less Chinese

but more Malavsian

Ling
w




Ling visits a Chinese temple

He greets well-wishers at a Chinese

New Year open house
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In - dialogue with Chinese community leaders, Ling stressed the poimt

that the Malavsun Chinese are no less Chinese but more Malavsun



He officates an MCA cul

show in Klang

Ling is greeted by a lion dance.

Ling stresses the importance of a
unified Barisanded government in
a multiracial society and appre-
ciates the vast achicvements
realised by the nation under the
coalition since independence.

“Although Malaysian society is a
multicultural and religious one,
this diversity has emerged as a
source of strength for the country
and not an obstade 1o progress”




Leadership by example. Ling encourages the youth o come forward and donate blood by domg it himselt



Ling recognises the importance

of the women's role in nation
building

is a leader who enjoys the
support of people of different
races

3 A

He is a firm believer that the freedom of religious worship is especially important
in a multiracial society like Malaysia

He has a keen appreciation for Chinese paintings.

“
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A leader who is o familiar figure among thy ssroots Here, at the Bukit Mertam market

he meets the stallholders

i




Showing his fatherly concern for a
litle boy

Ling getting a feel of the work of
a fish farmer.

Being greeted by the ‘god of
prosperity’ at a Chinese New
Year celebration.




v an SSeyearold man atacFiial Piet fund-rusing dinner




- the champion
2 compettion showing

o Ling

Trying out 3 Chinese gdrum at 2
National Drum Beating Coniest

-




Ling watches as Deputy Prime Minister Dato” Seri Anwar Ibrahim tries his hand at Chinese calligraphy
The Deputy Prime Minister's handicraft reads: “We are one family

“
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Receiving a scroll from an MCA grass-
root leader from Tanjung Karang in

appreciation of his capable leadership
and contribution to the nation







Exercising his voting night in Inspecting a guard of honous
an MCA pany clection formed by the MCA Youth.




1 ]

A president well-respected by the Chinese youth, he was be: d by autograph seckers after

officiating the TAR College Torch Run 1o ruse tunds tor TAR Ce

1)
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Ling is a leader who cares for the well-being
of people from all walks of life,

As a leader Ling is never oo busy o

listen to the views of others



Kway teow anvone? Ling
takes on the rale of a kwa
teow man to raise funds
the only leader who reaches
out to hawkers. A donor
was so moved bv Ling's
sincere gesture that he pad
RM10,000 for a plate of
char kway teow fried by him
The money went to the TAR
College development fund




Serving up a cup at i coffee shop during 4
fund rasing campaign




Browsing through some reading and reference materials at a Langkawi Project
resource centre set up for residents of the arca



Ling pays close and personal
atention to the development of
Chinese primary schools in the
country and visits them frequently,

“Lighting one candle does a lot more good than sitting and
complaining about the darkness.”



campaign on education, Ling travels

woor tamilies. Here, he stnkes up g

heir command of English




by Ling to raise funds for TA




Under the Langkawi Project, 20 students from the Labis district received a schoolbag,
4 set of unitorms, 4 monthly allowance of RM20 and free books for three years




s
Some mamak (Indian Muslim) stallholders also panticipated
in raising funds for TAR College. Ling presented them with
certificates of appreciation.

Great effort was put in by Ling
10 promote awareness among
parents of the importance of
their children’s education

Performing the ground
breaking ceremony at the site
of a new Langkawi Project
resource centre




Ling received the certificate for the honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Campbell University
on 9 October 1993 at the College convocation




Ena Ling adjusting her husband's attire
before he received his doctorate

Checking on progress ~ Ling looking through
Samsoriati Bakhtiar's examination papers while
S. Sathiawathy looks on.




The SRIK (C) Naam Kheung students give Ling a warm welcome when he arrives to launch the Vision Screening
and the Presentation of Free Spectacles 1o Prinmuary School Pupils Prograimme under the Langkawi Project



Ling meets a young computer wizard when he
visits an MCA resource centre.

In a tour around the country to reach out to
the less fortunate, Ling and his wife take an
interest in a stuffed toy made by a handi-
capped woman at the Daybreak Centre.,

6




Presenting a scroll o a
TAR College graduate




Ling giving his keynote address at a
TAR College convocation.

TAR COLLEGE - Triumph Amidst Trials

In the 1960's, places in local universities
were very limited and hotly vied for. And
very few could afford an overseas education.
Something had to be done for school-
leavers to give them the opportunity to
realise their potential. Thus, the MCA set
up TAR College. Initially, only A-level
courses were available, but the curriculum
soon expanded to include professional
fields. There were, however, many obstacles
to overcome. The College was in dire
need of finances. At the same time, its
diploma was not recognised by the
government. In spite of this, enrolment

increased cach year reflecting the needs
of school-leavers. Ling, as the MCA
President and Council Chairman of the
College, went into action, and a total
of 25 million ringgit was raised. Also,
with persistent negotiation within the
government, some of the TAR College
diplomas received deserved recognition.
To show its endorsement of the College,
the government even pledged a ringgit-
for-ringgit donation for the funds raised.
Today, the College is a testimony of the
grit and determination of the MCA and the
capable leadership and iron will of Ling.







With Ling's personal touch,
donations poured in from
all quarters for the TAR
College expansion funds.
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Ling not only raised funds to
expand TAR College, he also
takes a personal interest in the
welfare of the students, visiting
them from tme o time 1o know
the actual condition of campus
life:

Fund-raising activitics for TAR College
expansion programme took him around
the country. Under his leadership which
was solidly supported by all MCA members
and prominent business entreprencurs, he
successfully raised 25 million ringgit. With
the expansion, TAR College will be able
to double its intake from the present
enrolment of 8,000 to 16,000




He gives morale support to TAR College students by taking an active part in their fund-raising activities
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Ling telling a story to



Ling unveiling the Langkawi
Project logo at its launch on 22
February 1993.

THE LANGKAWI PROJECT - No Longer Just A Dream.

In the many trips he has made
around the country in his offices as
minister and party leader, Ling Liong
Sik came across many rural familics
whose future seemed dim for the
lack of opportunity. Mostly farmers
or fishermen, these people had little
thought for education and schooling
was low on their priority list. They
were only concerned about the
needs of the day. Touched by their
plight, Ling began to formulate a
plan. He was determined to help
them work towards a brighter future
- starting with the education of
their children. In 1993, Ling's

nationwide education awareness
programme, the Langkawi Project
was launched. Resource Centres
were set up in remote areas to
equip residents with books and
other reading materials. Posters
were put up with simple guidelines
1o help parents take an active part in
their children's education, urging
them to spend an hour a day with
their children on their school work.
The results - better academic
achievement in the rural areas and
better chances for a brighter future.
Ling had a dream - and the will to
make it come true.



Ling shaking hands with Yap Hot Yee.
a standard four pupil adopted under
the Langkaws Project

Giving encouragement to Seremban
Chung Hwa Secondary School students
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