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Preface

hen | started writing this book, | thought it would be a
breeze. After all, | was born and bred in Kuala Lumpur
and | had written several articles about the city before

Problems arose when [ started researching the picces
Writing an impression piece about Kuala Lumpur is very
different from writing a historical piece. The latter deals with
facts and figures while the former, opinions and abstractions

Thankfully, the New Straits Times Resource Centre had
newspaper cuttings from the early part of the 20th century, an
electronic archival system called Library On-Line (LOL]
featuring stories from 1991, books, magazines and all sorts of
publications. However, despite it being an excellent source of
information, there were still gaps to be filled.

My search for further information inevitably led to carlier
writers like Gullick and Middlebrook. 1 had in my collection
TM. Gullick's Kuala Lampur 18s0-1895, A City in the Making and
The Story of Kuala Lumpur 1857-1939, which proved invaluable

Somewhere in a dusty comer of my library, | found a copy
of Malay Sketches by Sir Frank Swettenham which had greatly
influenced Gullick and other writers

Though Yap Ah Loy was hailed as the founder of Kuala
Lumpur, little information about him could be found in
newspaper clippings, and much of that was inaccurate
However, after some difficult searching, 1 located some
information on him from S. M. Middlebrook and ] M. Gullick’s
book Yap Ab Loy in University Malaya's well-stacked shop. It
was also here where | found another rarity — Isabella Bird's
The Golden Chersonese

After completing the manuscript, [ bought a copy of H.S
Barlow's Swettenbam, a newly-published well-researched book




Foreword

that revealed a different, darker facet of Swettenham. After
flipping through all 730 pages of the book, it was necessary o
amend several of my essays
1 would like to thank New Swraits Times Press Berhad's
{NSTP) former Managing Director Mohd Noor Mutalib,
NSTP Chicf Operating Officer Faiz Ishak and my immediate
boss Putri Zanina Megat Zainuddin for giving me the green
fight to write this book. Thanks also to former NSTP Group
General Manager of Research and Corporate Communications
P.C. Shivadas for permitting me to use the NSTP Resource
Centre and LOL services. To the helphul staff of the Resource
Centre, thank you
[ must also express my gratitude to Times Editions
oning editor in Mal Christine Chong, Times

Editions' editor in Singapore Tan Jin Hock (for his patience),
Dora Yip who took over the book project from Jin Hock, my
former boss Philip Mathews for his faith in me (I am not sure
whether | disappointed him), former Sunday Mail editor Sheila
Rahman for her encouragement, and my wife Patsy Kam for
being there

Kuala Lumpur at the start of the 215t century is a city in
transition. The greatest building boom in the history of
Malaysia, halted by the financial crisis of mid-1997, has
changed the skyline drastically. Several mega projects have
been completed including the new administrative capital called
Putrajaya about an hours drive from Kuala Lumpur. Even
though Kuala Lumpur is no longer the seat of government, it
remains its commercial and financial centre, Decisions will be
made in Putrajaya, but the wheeling and dealing—and the
partying—will take place in Kuala Lumpur.

“The ity sl was pure. wasparet gold, ke lass. The wall oas made of jaser
and was built on teelve ayers of foundation stones inkend writh goms
Revelation 20.18- 10

Lam Seng Fart
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Where Rivers Meet

Confluence of Klang and Gombak Rivers

Was it a Yap or an Abduliah who founded Ki.?

tis all a question of political correctness

Who exactly founded Kuala Lumpur, that litdle confluence
of mud?

Was it Yap Ah Loy or Raja Abdullah> To be specitic, was it
a Chinese or a Malay?

In Malaysia, such questions regarding ethnicity are touchy
even though the authorities constantly discuss issues of race
and identity.

In official forms and documents, the applicant is still asked
to tick where applicable whether he or she is Malay, Chinese,
Indian or Lain-lain {Others}. The fast category covers

Curasians,
Portuguese, and those of Chinese-Indian parentage amongst
others. Bumiputeras, or indigenous peoples {including Malays
and some native groups from Sabah and Sarawak}, still enjoy
special privileges in many areas

One would have thought that more than a century after its
founding, the question of who founded Kuala Lumpur would
have been put to rest. Alas, it seems to be one subject that is
prickly and evergreen, getting resurrected every now and then

Aletrer by Don Faust, a reader of the New Straits Times, raised
the question again on 18 May 1995.

Mr Faust was a mathematician, not a historian, as he
candidly admitted, and had lived in Malaysia for eight of the
last 26 years

With this letter, | hope to encourage public discussion about
the history of Kuala Lumpur, to lift the public understanding
of its history beyond the level which often cites Yap Ah Loy
as the founder of Kuala Lumpur,” he wrote
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Traders and Extractors

Me cited three sources ot KEs history— M Gullick’s artscle
The Growth of Kuala Lumpur and of the Malay Community
in Selangor before 18807 LM, Gullick's O Kiala Lampia and
$ M. Middlebrook and Gullick’s Yap Ab Loy

FHe arpued thad docaments show that tor hundreds of years
Pefore 1800, this particular arca with its contluence of nvers
providing lines of communication between the straight coast
around Klang and otherwise inaccessibie inland regions
extending right into the Pahang watershed was populated
however sparsely, with traders and extractors of a wide vareety
of natural resourcey’

By the carly 18005, and probably fong before that.alluvial
tin ore deposits were worked. After all, the rulers in Klang got
their income from taxing the hoatloads of tin which passed
through the town

Mr Faust said that Kuala Lumpur was both a trading
post and transfer station for tin and was peopled by
various groups such as Sumatrans, Bugs and others from the
Malay archipelago

By the 18205, there were already villages at the confluence
ol the Klang and Gombak rivers iwhere the Tovely Masjid
Jamek is located wdayi and the contluence of the Combak
and Batu rivers. Settlements could also be lound at the Bawu
Caves and near tin mines in the Petaling area

In 1857, Raja Abdullah Raja la'afar decided to make more

money trom tin. Lsing mostly imported Chinese

. labour, he moved upriver from Klang to work
. . the tin fields. OF the 87 Chinese coolies in
the first expedition, only 18 survived the

ravages of malaria

The people who over the centuries built their
lives around the contluence of the rivers deserve to
be credited with the founding of Kuala Lumpur. I one insists
upon naming a single founder, it was Raja Abdullah who was
the tounder of Kuala Lumpur” Mr Faust rested his case at that

T




Where Rirer:

[ndeed, vne source says that by 1824, Kuala Tumpur
{known as Sungei Lumpur then', was already a vading centre
In the 184h, tin minmng was carried out in the Kancing

area and in 1857, mines had opened n the Ampang arca
_In the 18605, Sumatrans were working mmes in Ul Klang
| By 1859, tin was exported from Kuala Lumpur. Hlence, when
Yap Ah Loy arrived tn Keaka Lumipurin 1862, there was alrcady
a settlement which he neither built nor helped o build, let

alone found

The Real Founder of KL

The last time a ruckas was made over the true identity o Kaala
Lumpur's founder was in May 1980, when the then Culture
fouth and Sports Minister, Datuk Abdul Samad Idres, suggested
that Raja Abdullah should be given that honour. Datk Lee
im Sai, the chairman of the Youth wing of the Malaysian
inese Association. a political party which is a component
fithe ruling Natonal Front, quickly protested that the
atement was a denal of Chunese contribution 1o the carly
s of nation building

- One reader responded by arguing that the title of Founder
f Kuala Lumputr should 0 fact go (o a person by the name of
Siew whom almost evervbody had discarded into the
thin of history

It happened that a Sumatran trader by the name of Sutan
ahad set up shop in the Ampang arca where tin was being
ed. Sutan Puasa, who was headman of his community, sent
ord to his friend. Hiu Stew. about business opportunities
river. Hiu Siew and his sidekick Ah Sze tealled Si Keledek

ich means Sweet Potato’ by his Malay friends! went upriver
setup a trading post selling sundry items at the contluence
the Gombak and Klang rivers. His shop was somewhere
where Cross Street (now called fatan Silang 1 was and there
atrack from the shop to the river bank

Some time in 1859, Miu Sicw became the headman of Kuala
ur, effectively the first Kapitan Cina (literally ‘Chineoe

5
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Insider’s Kuala Lumpur

Captain', or 'headman of the Chinese community's . Thus Hiu
Siew should be given the honour of having founded
Kuala Lumpur.

Whatever the case may be, most pundits neglect the very
important point that Yap Ah Loy was the third Kapitan Cina
of Kuala Lumpur. He succeeded Liu Ngim Kong after serving
as his able assistant for six years. The coronation’ took place
in 1868 when Yap was aged only 31

Why is it then that Hiu Siew and Liu Ngim Kong are
uncelebrated? Historians have yet to answer that question

When Yap Ah Loy was made Kapitan Cina, it was 11 years
after Raja Abdullah had made expeditions to open new mines.
Although Raja Abdullah was credited with having built a jetty
at the confluence of the Gombak and Klang rivers, history did
not credit him with building or founding the town

Obviously, the New Straits Times reader Mr Faust, amateur
historian but professional mathematician, had gotten his facts.
and figures, right.

Bruce Lee of His Time

Yap Ah Loy was a domineering character. Any Kapitan Cina
worth his salt had to be, given the wayward behaviour of the
gangs of Chinese immigrants who had journeyed to these parts
to seek their fortune. Fisticuffs and fights with knives, swords,
pipes, and wooden poles were common and Yap Ah Loy was
the greatest fighter of them all—the Bruce Lee of his time

Though it was never recorded whether he was trained in
the Shaolin school of martial arts, it is written that he was
strong like a bull and had a fiery temper.

An account from Chinese sources said: ‘He was not very
big or tall but when he spoke his voice was sonorous. His
temper was like fire and he had the strength of an ¢lephant
He could support the weight of 100 katis (60 kilogrammes)
on his two palms when he stretched his two arms forwards.
On his forchead between his eyebrows was a mark like a
Chinese character”
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Cullick wrote: 'A portrait of him shows him to be a short
man with a heavy jaw and determined eyes

Another account said the scar on his forehead was shaped
-a result of a childhood

like the Chinese character for 'man
accident. One more account said ‘his face had enough
determination for an army’

Another writer pointed out that he was a strong man ‘who
mastered well the Chinese art of self-defence’

Gullick added that ‘until 1880, he ruled Kuala Lumpur
and its surrounding district by the sheer force of his
personal authority’

Sir Frank Swettenham, Assistant Resident at that time, said
‘His perseverance alone, 1 believe, has kept the Chinese in the
country... His energy and enterprise are extraordinary.

Saint Yap
I his book Malay Sketches, Swettenham wrote: These Chinese
were led by onc Ah Lot (sic), a remarkable man, styled the
Capitan (sic) China, whose instincts were distinctly warlike
and his authority with his countrymen supreme

Yap Ah Loy could be quite ruthless, which was to be
expected of any taike ('big brother in Cantonese). During gang
wars between the Hai San, who were mostly Hakkas, and the
Ghee Hin, who were mostly Cantonese, Yap Ah Loy paid good
money for the head of an enemy. Fven during war, business
was business to him

Swettenham wrote: ‘He offered fifty
silver dollars for every cnemy's head  Fifty dollars

delivered in the marketplace in front of his ~ for an enemy’s

house at Kuala Lumpor (sic), and he told me  head ...
himself that his man who stood there ready
to receive the hideous trophies and pay the money did quite
@ brisk business.’

There were stories that when the head of s poor Ghee Hin
member was 'served' to him on a platter, he would flick some
silver coins to the bearer of good news, after he had examined

13
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Insider’s Kuala Lurnpur

the head. That proved to be a highly effective way of tighting—

and winning~the gang wars

Yap Ah Loy was not a man to be raken Tightly. His
extraordinary talents ensured that he was a respected, and more
likely feared. leader of the community—a Chinese godiather

That he became the largest land owner and richest man in
Kuala Lumpur in his later years cemented his reputation and
made it larger than life. So large in fact, that he became
canonised in a very Chinese way.

ln 1956, 1,000 members of the Yap clan held a ceremony
at the Sin Sze Si Ya Temple, which their patriarch built and is
Still existing today thehind the Hong Leong building at Talan
Tun H.S. Leel, and declared the senior Yap a saint to be
worshipped by devotees
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Three's Company

The entrance to the Sin Sze Si Ya Temple at Jalan Tun
H.S. Lee is s0 narrow, squeezed between Hong Leong
building and a row of prewar double-storey shophouses,
that only the devotee would know it leads to a temple.
The uninformed passer-by would just walk past it without
reslising the colourfut history of the temple that Yap Ah
Loy built.

There are three deities there—Sen Ta, Shin Kap and
the builder of the temple, Yap Ah Loy himself. Yap Ah Loy
was bestowed sainthood by the Yap clan in 1956 and the
Kapitan Cina’s portrait, next to an urn filled with joss sticks,
can be found in a side altar. The temple was originally
named after Shin Kap, Kapitan Cina of Sungei Ujong,
whom Yap Ah Loy had served under.

He was later deified in Malacca foliowing reports
that his spirit could be contacted at his grave through
a medium, and that believers had sither struck it
rich or had their sicknesses cured by him. Devotees buitt
a temple in Malacca in his honour and he had &
large ing of ippers, i from the
Hakka community.

An account related how the dead Kapitan Shin Kap
appeared to Yap Ah Loy in a dream, telling him that
he would help him win the war in Selangor. When
reports arose that the deity Sen Ta had possessed
madiums at Shin Kap's temple, a link between the two
deities developed.

Sen Ta was a mandarin who lived near Canton in
China. He was deified after his death and became a
popular deily in the southern parts of China. The cult
of worshipping Sen Ta (or Sin Sze Si Ya in Mandarin}
spread to Malaya through the Chinese coclies who made
their way here. The site of the temple in Kuala Lumpur
was chosen when a newly arrived coolie, possessed
by Sen Ta, revealed that if 2 temple was built on that
spot, believers would receive boundless riches and
good fortune.

Yap Ah Loy built that temple to honour the two deities
in 1864. At that time, he probably never knew he too would
be honoured there some day.
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Upward Mobility

Yap Ah Loy had more
Loy in Kwangtung, China, on the cighth day of the second

carthly origins. He was born Yap Tet

moon of Emperor Tao Kong’s reign, which corresponded to
14 March 1837 His parents were said to have been from the
village of Tam Shui in the Kwai Yap district of the Fui Chiu
prefecture. Me was a Fui Chiu Hakka. He boarded a junk at
Macau and sailed to Malacca, reaching the destination as a
pennifess immigrant. One source said he left China with only
80 doflars in Chinese currency.

Starting his career as a coolie, he gradually moved upwards
in status—first camp cook, then pig dealer and bodyguard
and later assistant to the Kapitan Cina of Kuala Lumpur. Finally,
he became Kapitan Cina and Sultan Abdul Samad gave him
an official seal and the title Seri Indra Perkasa Wijaya Bakti
That was how upwardly mobile an amhitious young man could
be in those days

Apparently, when he was ‘crowned Kapitan Cina by the
Suttan, Yap Ah Loy was taken to the highest elevation of Batu
Caves and gongs were beaten throughout the fand. Such stories
served to cement his reputation as somebody of greatness

Being a Hai San secret society member, he made his mark
in Sungei Ujong

Cullick’s account satd that when Yap was 17, a recruiting
agent went to his village with glowing tales of wealth to be
gained in Malaya and Yap signed up and sailed to Singapore

Middlebrook said Yap's first job was at a mine at Durian
Tunggal, near Malacca town. He then moved on to work for
an uncle, Yap Ng, who had a shop in Kesang

The relationship between the two Yaps, however, did not
work out right and the uncle gave Yap Ah Loy about $100 and
asked him to return to China. He went by sea from Malacca
to Singapore and while waiting for the ship to set sail to
China, he gambled and lost all his money. He decided to walk
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10 Lukut, 2 town in Selangor, where he met up with a cousin
Yap Fook

At Lukut, he became a camp couk and managed to save
some money which he reinvested in rearing pigs, selling the
meat in exchange for tin which he in turn sold to dealers. Fven
then, he was showing signs of his business acumen

As a pig dealer, he met fellow Fui Chiu Hakka workers at
mines in Rasah, near Seremban. Among them
were Yap Ah Shak, an influcntial ‘gambling  From pig
farmer’, and Liv Ngim Kong, a panglima  dealer to

)

y
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(lieutenant} of Shin Kap, Kapitan Cina of Kapitan Cina ...

Sungei Ujong. This meeting was o mark Yap
Ah Loy’s meteoric rise 0 power. Soon after, he became Lius
assistant and head fighter

Fighting broke out in the tin mines between two groups
that sided different Malay chieftains. The group led by Shin
Kap was badly beaten and the Kapitan Cina, with a few
loyalists, managed to flee into the jungle. Within days, they
ran out of food and were forced to seck aid from the Malay
settlements. Of all persons, Shin Kap had to bump into the
enemy. The Malay chieftain promptly beheaded him

Legend has it that when his head was chopped off, the
blood that flowed was white. Shin Kap was later deified in a
temple in Malacca

The fighting was the beginning of the Sungei Ujong
Massacres which lasted six months with a death toll of 4,000
Chinese. In the end, the Malays and Chinese decided that it
was far less costly in terms of money and lives to declare peace
They appointed Yap Ah Shak as Kapitan Cina who hung on
to power for only a short while before requesting Yap Ah Loy,
who was still recovering from a gunshot wound in his thigh,
to take over. Thus in a matter of months, Yap Ah Loy had
risen from pig dealer to Kapitan Cina
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Bird's Eye View of Ah Loy

Isabella Bird, a lady of the Victorian age who travelled
10 this pert of the world in 1879, wrote in The Golden
Chersonese:

‘Actually the feading man, not only at Kwala Lumpor
{sic), but in Selangor, is Ah Loi, a Chinaman! During the
disturbances before we ‘advised’ the State, the Malays
purned the town of Kwala Lumpor three times, and he
rebuilt it, and, in spite of many disasters stuck to it at the
earnest request of the native government. He has made
long roads for the purpose of connecting the most
impartant of the tin mires with the town. His countrymen
place implicit confidence in him, and Mr Syers, the
admirable superintendent of police, tells me that by his
influence and exertions he has so successfully secured
peace and order in his town and district that during many
years not a single sericus crime has been committed.
He employs on his estate—in mines, brickfields, and
plantations—over four thousand men. He has the largest
tapioca estate in the country and the best machinery. He
has introduced the manufacture of bricks, has provided
the sick with an asyium, has been loyal to British interests,

has been a most inthe
district to him, and has di d justice to
the i & ion of his country . White he is

the creator of the commetcial interests of Selangor, he
is a man of large aims and of an enlightened public spirit.
is there no decoration of St. Michael or St. George in
reserve for Ah Loi?’

Liu Ngim Kong, in the meantime, had also recovered from
his injuries and in 1861 made his way to Kuala Lumpur,
apparently at the invitation of the first Kapitan Cina, Hiu Stew.

Liu became Hiu's head panglima. When Hiu died less than a
vear later, Liu ascended the throne and summoned Yap Ah
Loy, then Kapitan Cina in Sungei Ujong, to assist him

At Kuala Lumpur, Yap managed Liu's mines while running
two of his own. When Liu died in 1868, Yap became Kapitan
Cina of Kuala Lumpur, and the rest is history
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Strangely enough, carlier European historical accounts of
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur do not mention Yap Ah Loy even
though be was the most important person in the town then

In 1980, a grandson ot Yap Ah Loy related the history of
his grandfather in a gathering of fellow Yaps

His story went that Yap Ah Loy was from a large and
poor family. Deciding to go overseas to make his fortune
to help his kinstolk, he came to Malaya in 1854, He went
o Sepang {not Kesang) to work for an uncle of his who ran
asundry shop

One day, he decided to return to China to visithis relatives
His uncle gave him money for the lare and he made his way
to Singapore

Before boarding the ship, he was somehow distracted by a
gambling den and he fost all his money. According to the

grandson, Yap Ah Loy was so broke that he walked all the way

from Singapore to Sepany (not Lukar}

That incident was momentous because of two things—irom

that day. he swore never to gamble again and he never got to
visit his hometown m China after that. Nobody knows why
he never visited his homeland in his later days, even
though he was the richest man in Kuala Lumpur
However, as fate would have it one of Yap Ah Loy’ three
sons became addicted o gambling and lost the family's ortune
In 1924, Yap Ah Loy's widow and two sons filed a million
dollar petition to the British Resident in Selangor for the retund
of money spent by Yap Ah Loy in financing the Selangor Wars
but when told of the fegal intricacics and, perhaps more

importantly, the costs involved, they dropped the suit

Yap Ah Loy—The Rebuilder of KL
From 1867 10 1873, Selangor was in turmoil as a bloody civil
war raged on for the control of the tin wade

Yap Ah Loy played a cat and mouse game, displaying fine
skills in politics, by first backing Raia Mahdi wha controlled
the Klang fort, and then Tunku Kudin when he taok over

19
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Klang. Even though the fighting was confined w the coastal
areas, Kuala Lumpur itsell became cmbroiled in the warring in
September 1870. In 1872, after attacks and counterautacks
Yap Ah Loy was driven out of Kuala Lumpur and it was said he
made his way through the jungle to reach Klang clad only in
a pair of pants

Early in 1873, a gang of warriors from Pahang, who
had been entisted by Tunku Kudin, invaded Kuala
Lumpur and defeated Syed Mashor and his men. When Yap
Ah Loy returned to Kuala Lumpur, it was a town in ruins
equipment had been destroyed, sheds burnt and mines flooded
It meant starting all over again and it was his drive and
determination that rebuilt the town

Borrowing money and obtaining lines A town in ruing .

of ¢redit from the rich Straits Chinese

businessmen in Malacca and Singapore, the Selangor
Covernment and the foreign company Cuthrie & Co {CGuthrie
had been a financial backer of Yap Ah Loy and his Fui Chiu
Hakka tin miners from as carly as 18611, he began putting the
town back on its feet.

Tin mines started operating again and the tin revenue just
about paid off the creditors. However, the price of tin started
to slide and fell to its lowest in 30 years. In 1878, things came
to a head when the creditors threatened to recall the loans
Yap Ah Loy's efforts were about to sink like a stone to the
depths of a mining pool

Then, in the words of Gullick, Tuck—miners luck-—saved
Yap Ah Loy’

The price of tin suddenly went up

From 1878 to 1879, the price of tin doubled. Yap Ah Loy
rode this huge wave of fortune, and not only survived the
turmaoil, but ended up wealthy 10 boot. Atone point, he owned
between one and two-thirds of Kuala Lumpur. [o 1880, it was
reported he owned 64 houses out of the total of 200 in Kuala
Lumpur. When the town was laid out anew in the 1880-82
period, he was given 108 lots of land as his property by right

20
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of existing occupation, and these amounted to two-thirds of

the building land in the town

He also had a monopoly over the profitable businesses of
opium trading, brothels, booze halls and gambling dens. One
report said Kuala Lumpur then had 12 opium shops and 225
prostitutes. Another account said he controffed some 300
Chinese women in the brothel quarter between Pudu Road
and Petaling Street

Apart from the sex trade, he had a tapioca plantation, a
tapioca flour mill, a smelting shed, numerous tin mines, pigstics
cattle sheds and a quarry. He ived in a large house on the
south side of Market Street inow called Lebuh Pasar Besar)
where he managed to stash away 12 bags of
Mexican silver dollars which went missing
aftera flood in 1881. The site of the house

is now occupied by the Hongkong Bank. |

A Minor Emperor
Gullick wrote: Yap Ah Loy provided alt public services as a
personal enterprise~—police, prisons, hospital, market
gambling booth and brothels. He kept order, administered

justice, maintained a primitive hospital for the sick and
supported a large number of dependants. As governor of the
town, he was also its tax collector”

Kuala Lumpur had become Yap Ah Loy little ficfdom and
he, its warlord

His reign of almost unlimited power lasted till 1880
when the British Resident in Klang, Captain Bloomfield
Douglas, shifted upriver and the State Government moved to
Kuala Lumpur.

Even the court of the Ching Dynasty in China recognised
Yap Ah Loy’ status and honoured him by giving him the noble
title of Tsoong Yuin Tai Foo

The epitaph at his grave in the Sungei Besi cemetery in
present-day Kuala Lumpur describes him as ‘tough, honest,
straightforward, just and truthful’

21
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According 1o Middlebrook, Yap Ab Loy had suffered
,he seemed o

from an abscess of the leftlung. Tn March 188
be improving but on 15 April he died. The doctor wrote the
cause of death as heart failure or poisoning by fumes {from
the charcoal brazier beside Yap1, and noted the brightness
of his cyes

In a mark of respect, government oflices were closed on
the day of the funeral, and the whole town moumed the death
of their godtather.

Today, Kuala Lumpur’s reputed founder is remembered in
the form of a road-—lalan Yap Ah Loy, which is smack in the
middle of Chinatown, and measures a mere 80 metres. 1t

one of the greatest wonies that the

once richest and most powerful man  KU's shortest road

in Kuala Lumpur is now remembered

by the city’s shortest road

L fttle owes—Yap Ab Loy 1 romembered iy the ciy’s shortest roed
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Where Rivers Meet

Two ‘Mad’ Salleh Soldiers of Fortune

During the crazy years when, in the words of Sir Frank
Swettenham, ‘Selangor was so independent in fact that
the principal and almost only employment of its
inhabitants was fighting’, the wars of the Rajas and the
Chinese miners over control of the tin trade attracted
a motley crowd of outcasts, adventurers and soldiers
of fortune.

Not oniy were there Maiays from other parts such as
Sumatra and Chinamen out to make a quick killing, but
also two Mat Saliehs {White Men’ in Malay). Nobody is
quite sure why they ended up in the war as soldiers of
fortune. Were they manti
warriors in the Orient in search of the elusive truth? Or
were they European riffraff out to make a fortune?

What is known is that they paid their dues dearly.

in Malay Sketches, Swettenham said that a few
roniths after his arrival in the East, he was in a Singapore
club when he met Cavaliero, an itafian.

‘He was quite young, tall, dark, and good-looking, of
8 pronounced ltatian type, he noted.

He did not know what Cavaliero's occupation was.
:But he found out later that Cavaliero and a Dutchman
called Van Hagen had managed to round up about a
hundred people of about half a dozen nationalities and
decided to fight for the Viceroy of the Selangor Sultan,
Tunku Kudin, brother of the Kedah Suiten who had
married the Selangor Sultan's only daughter.
Swettenham wrote that he knew even less of Van
Hagen, but had heard stories that he was an officer of
the Dutch army and he had been sacked probably for
insubordmauon or indiscipline, 'but he was a man of birth,

Cavaliero and Van Hagen-—the handsome, chavmmg
tafian and the t look

their attempts to rewrite history, ended up merely as
fostnotes instead.

‘The duo left Singapore island with their motley group




nala Lumpur

With the help of guides, they hiked 40" kilometres
through dense jungle to Kuala Lumpur and reached a
hifl, said to be Bukit Nanas, near the town where they
built a little fort. The enemy surrounded them, harassed
them with constant fire, and cut off their supply lines.

Faced with the threat of starvation, the two soldiers
and their pack of rowdies decided to take a chance and
make their way back to Klang.

The terrain and the jungle defeated them. The story
goes that some went off on their own, but the main group
led by Cavaliero and Van Hagen somehow got lost in the
thick jungle and arrived in a place called Petaling suffering
from exhaustion. Apparently, they had walked around in
circles and ended up about four miles from where they
started. Another story goes that their guide betrayed them
by leading them around the jungle before defivering them
1o the enemy in Petaling.

Petaling was then controlled by a couple of Malay
rajas who were afigned to the enemy, Swettenham goes
on o describe how the two white adventurers were sent
1o Kuala Lumpur where they were shot and buried in
hastily.dug graves.

Swaettenham ended his tale thus: In excavating for
the foundations of the houses which now form the town
of Kuala Lumpur, it was usual to dig up e large number
of skeletons; 1hie bones of those who had fallen during
the years of Selangor's internecine strife... One day, not
‘many years ago, two skeletons were thus discovered. The
bones were larger, the figures taller, than those usually
met with, Thay were the skeletons of two men face to
face, and locked in each other's arms!
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From Mining Town
to Megalopolis

The city centre

uala Lumpur's skyline is the result of the biggest building
boom ever experienced in Malaysia—~lasting from the
1980s to mid-1997, when the cconomy collapsed because of
the devaluation of the ringgit
If Yap Ah Loy and Raja Abdullah were transported through
time to the tuture, they would be in for a surprise—the tin
mining town they lived in has now blossomed into a bustling
megalopolis. And there are few natural resources fefi to work.
The last tin mine in the city closed many vears ago and the
only reminders of the glorious age of Yap Ah Loy are the
numerous disused mining pools dotting the landscape where
anglers turn up for some weekend fishing.
Some old tin mines have been filled up and redeveloped
into housing estates, while others have been converted into
resorts, water theme parks and golf courses

The Pride of Progress
Malaysians today are rather proud of their capital city.
‘Monumental development projects such as the world's
lest skyscrapers and the world’s taflest flagpole have
Served to hoost the confidence of Malaysians who feel
they have made it at tast in the giobal arena. With 2
skyfine which, in their minds, can match Hong Kong's or
_ Manhattan's, they feel they have concrete evidence of
_ their socioeconomic maturity.
. But the early settlers of Kuala Lumpur were not so
. optimistic. in the Memorandum on the Future Policy of
Muricipal Schemes in the Town of Kuala Lumpurwritten




Insider's Kuala Lumpur

in Novemnber 104 by H.C. Ridges, JHM. Robson and
EAD. Travers (Dr), it was stated that ‘it is too late in the
day to hope that Kuala Lumpur can ever become a city
of great grandeur’. The authors diluted the impact of that
staternent by adding in the next breath that the city was
‘not without its redeeming features’

Kuala Lumpur then was a far cry from the city
today. It was a settlement with ‘hovels and huts’ along
Birch Road, brothels at Petaling Street, handcarts stifl
in use, outdated maps, inadequate water supply,
undeveloped lots in Pudoh (now spelt ‘Pudu’), narrow
roads, insanitary gullies, unlit streets, an inefficient fire
prevention system, and forest reserves which were ‘used
as public latrines and hunting ground for vagrants aftera
handfut of firewood'

The founders would recognise some things from their
pioncering days. The rivers are still around -the Klang and
Gombak-—even though the meander could have changed and
the water is muddier and dirtier with lots more flotsam and
jewsam drifting along

They would also notice something familiar along the
banks of the rivers—the makeshift houses of wood. The
modern-day squatter settlement would remind them of
the old kampungs that were populated by the Sumatrans
and some local Malays who had worked the tin mines and

other natural resources

1 the founders were to travel further through time to
the 21st century they would be in for a shock-—they would
see buildings built above the very rivers they knew and
foved so well

Y
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other Building Boom

a2 Lumpur's building boom has fizzied out ~ the
ding blocks came turnbling down along with the free-
in the value of the ringgit and the stock market.
‘Before the mid-1997 financial crisis, new building
jects were launched almost daily.
The Petronas Towers and the KL Tower, the fourth
ilest tower in the world, were among those that were
Built during the recent boom

Oid timers wili remember another building boom
_many decades ago which also changed the skyline of
Ihe town,

. Back in 1937-38, foliowing the recovery of the world
sconomy from the Depression, there was great optimism
in Kuala Lumpur and buildings sprouted alt over town.
The Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation built its
the-storey buitding at the junction of Rodger Street and
Market Street. The first two floors housed the banking
offices and strongroom. The third and fourth floor held
ffices and the fifth a city club and a roof garden. The
unique thing about that building was its basement
bicycle park.

“The nearby Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank was given
4 face lift and stripped of its dull ‘colonial yeflow’
Replacing it was a facade of grey concrete and masonry.

Behind the Selangor Club, the Tin Building, a three-
storey office for the Anglo-Oriental (Malaya) Ltd, was
taking shape on the site of the Empire Flats which
Europeans had occupied years before that. This building,
now at Jalan Tangsi, st stands and was at one time the
Mahkota College and later, Wisma Ekran.

The leading rubber agency Harrisons, Barker & Co
Ltd built its offices resembling a triangle with a rounded
apex at Ampang Road. It was the most modern building
in town then. In 1937, the Pavilion and Odeon cinemas
were also built. The Central Market was also completed
around this time,

During that buiiding boom, investors pumped in some
$2 miltion into property development, a mega fortune in
those days. Today, that would be barely enough to buy @
fiice bungalow in Pantai Hills.
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Cricks in the Neck
In one of the most ambitious building endeavours yet the
Kuata Lumput Lincar City Project will have retail outlets
condominiums, apartments, offices, hospitals and hotels built
above several parts of the Klang and Gombak rivers

The enormous structures of concrete and steel, like the 88-
storey Petronas Towers which became the worlds tallest
building in 1996, would surely produce cricks in the nec ks
of the pioneers. The closest the {founders would have ever
gotten o such high structures would probably have been
the Batu Caves.

Linear Progression

The futuristic mega-project called the Kuala Lumpur
Linear City Project was to be located on the banks and
above the very rivers that led to the city's founding.

Despite some muted protests, the Department of

i it app d the i tal impact
Assessment for the AMS billion project in August 10996,

However, as a consequence of the currency collapse,
the project has been sheived, though the monorail
component of the project will still be built,

“The Linear City was to be buitt on a t2-kilometre long
corridor which would follow the meander of the Klang
river between the bridge at Jalan Tun Razak and the
bridge at Jalan Klang Lama. it would have covered 176
hectares of river bank and river. A 400-metre stretch of
Gombak river near Masjid Jamek was also to have
buildings constructed over it.

in exchange for the right to build the futuristic project,
the developer Kuala Lumpur Linear City Sdn 8hd, was to
deepen and straighten the river and clear its banks of
about 1,400 squatter houses and relocate the families in
low-cost flats which were to be built in Pantai Dalam.

A component of the Linsar City is the RM2.4 bitlion
People-mover Rapid Transit system which is a monorail
that will pass through the busy parts of the city not
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covered by the LRT. The monorail route will start at the
Pekeliling bus terminal and end at Kampung Pasir, It wiit
have 21 stations at Jalen Tuanku Abdut Rahman, Jalan
+ Sultan Ismail, Jalan imbi, Jalan Hang Tuah, Jalan
B harajalela, Brickfields, Kampung Abdullah Hukum and

Work on the monorail is in two phases and
sonstruction of Phase One began in October 1996. Phase

This project has stalfed though there have been efforts
0 revive it. All that have been built in mid-1999 are the
reinforced concrete pillars to support the tracks. These
ave been put to good use and now have biilboard
‘advertisements especially at heavy-traffic areas iike Jaian
Sultan ismail and in front of Sungei Wang Plaza.

Phase Two, which will run paralel to Jalan Klang Lama
il the last station at Kampung Pasir, was originally
scheduled for completion in 2000 but is far more likety
be ready in the early part of the next century.

Yap Ah Loy and his Chinese cronies would be disappointed
that they would have to travel all the way to Genting Highlands
o gamble legitimately, and games of chance like roulette and
accarat would not be their cup of tea. Bring back the sam
ong (three cardst and the fan tan (a card gamet at the OId
Market Square gambling halls, they would ery

Those brave pioncers would definitely be confused by the
ommotion of the city, caused by the thousands of
Yehicles choking the streets of Kuala Lumpur. I a
Zoomting car missed them, a taxi would not. And if they
had roamed Kuala Lumpur before 1997, they would have
been assailed by pink minibuses too. The noise of drivers
honking and road bullies brawling by the roadside would also
e been pretty deafening
“In the old days, the silence of the jungle would have been
ken by the mustle of feaves and wings as colourful kingfishers
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Advealy phased out. KLs pusk s buses ol e wised by

darted across the river. Birds would break into song. The aie
was fresh and clean and the silence was broken only by
contused cockerels stifl crowing at midday or the weodcutier
chopping wood for fuel n tawn, it would have been the
drunken brawls at the bare. hrothels and makeshift casinos
The pace was much stower and nobody complained about high
blooad pressute or clogged-up arteries. The people got high
on opism and not Ecstasy: Nowadays, Kl ressdeats complain
ahowt the frenctic pace of fife in the city and worry about
coping with the computerised world of a newly-industrialising
nation where the only constant is change and chaos. They
read in the newspapers about paradigm shifes and the
information age, the multimedia super corndor and other
pewlangled things that are towted o improve the quality of
fife. Yet they spend half their time and energy trying to come

to terms with these supersonic changes

Free Mineral Water
The pioneers of Kuala Lumpur would find 1o their dismay that
their currency has litte value today. What happened to the




£ that used to cost 25 cents per kati 7 Kati is about 0.6
grammes}, or the chicken egps that wentfor 2 cents cach
ithe whiskey that sold at $1.10 per bottle or the Siamese
that was priced at $3.60 per pikul 11 pikul is about 60
fogrammes ) What's this about service tax? You have to pay
3 for a bottle of water pumped out from a wellr And what's
ineral waters They had an endless

fear streams up the Klang and Gombak
rvers. For free!

Street and Market Street-while the area where Ampang
“roatl now is was fifled with fish ponds owned by Malay
sgtiman, Sutan Puasa.

This was the early Kuala Lumpur that Sumatran
ioneer Haji Abduilah Hukum bin Abdut Rahim (1835~
1943} recalied in a series of newspaper interviews in 1935,
Abdutlah Hukum founded a kampung near today's
an Bangsar which is named after him.

*The shops then had attap roofs and walls made of
woven bamboo strips and the businessmen who were
lling things like cloth and food were all Malays who
re Rawas and Mendahilings. The community leaders
en were Sutan Puasa and Raja Bilah. Both ieaders
flected tariffs from traders plying the Klang and
iombak rivers. There was also a tax on tin of one ringgit
{dollar) per three pikuls!

Some Chinese reared pigs in the area now known as
Pudu Road while there was a small river in the middle of
e road now called Jalan Cheng Lock.

In the area now calied Setapak {then Hulu Sungei
Tapak) and Air Panas (then Hulu Gombak) were padi fields
pwned by Sutan Puasa.
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According to Haji Abdullah Hukum, the Chinese
headman then was ‘Kapitan Keledek (whose name was
Asi) and when he died, he was reptaced by Yap Ah Loy.
This is definitely a reference to Ah Tze Keledek, the
sidekick of the first Kapitan Cina, Hiu Siew. Historians
have yet to clarify this point as other sources say that
Yap Ah Loy's predecessor was not Hiu Siew but Liu Ngim
Kong and Ah Tze Keledek was never Kapitan Cina.

Concurring with other sources, Hail Abdultah Hukum
said Yap Ah Loy owned a gambling hall in Old Market
Square and charged no taxes.

After a day in modern Kuala Lumpur, the pioneers would

long for home—a Kuala Lumpur of a different time and age

That Kuala Lumpur had rickety setrlements along the banks

of the Klang and Gombak rivers. There were no tar roads or

overhead bridges, viaducts or LRT tracks, electric commuter

wrains or sky cranes. And people were growing vegetables where

Merdeka Square now is. A network of paths linked the houses

of the settlements. People did not die because they were

bumped by reckless minibus drivers, but of malaria

In (857, Raja Abdullah of Klang and his brother, Raja

Jumaat of Lukut, managed to raise $30,000 from two Baba

investors in Malacca and sent a group of 87 Chinese tin miners

from Pengkalan Batu (now called Klang) upriver in small boats,
CGullick deseribed it: ‘The boats would carry either 10 men

cach with a load of provisions or just 30 men without any

cargo. For this trip, they were loaded with sacks of rice, jars

of coconut oil, with tobacco, spirits and opium in chests
There were hoes, axes and other tools and also baskets for

carrying carth. They took weapons for their protection—

muskets, gunpowder, knives and spears. Each man had his

personal bundle or box containing his spare clothes and his

few other possessions.’
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At the contluence of the Klang and Gombak rivers, they
alighted because the water was 0o shallow. On foot, they
followed a jungle path 10 Ampang where they began to dig
for tin. Ampang is the Malay word lor ‘dam’ and mincrs had
built dams across the river there. Fven before these Chinese

— miners had ventared upriver, there were already Sumatran
Malays excavating tin in the upper parts of the Klang river

Touch of Magic
Early European tin miners failed where the Chinese
succeeded. What was the Chinaman’s secret? Was it his
such-vaunted business acumen or just plain luck?
It was actually a bit of both—~common sense and lots
of black magic.
The had started i ion of
_ earth without conducting soll tests to find out i the land
their mines had veins of tin. The Chinese in the
eantime relied on less scientific methods—they hired a
lalay pawang (a magician of sorts) who had some king
divining power and could locate tin buried deep
riderneath the earth. Once tin-bearing land was
etected, the Chinese dug to find owt just how much ore
was there before going fully ahead.
The Ewropeans, equipped with their steamn engines
and pumps and well-trained managers, lost out o a group
people who placed their faith in the supernatural rather
than the inventions of the Industrial Revolution.

When most of the men were killed by malaria, another
group of 150 men went upriver. Some died and they were
replaced by other boatloads of workers. More huts were built
and with more miners, there was a need for provisions
Enterprising businessmen went upriver and opened some shops
and that was how Kuala Lumpur was born

Ly
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Tin ingots were sent to the landing pointat the confluence
belore being shipped downstream to Pengkalan Baw. By 1859
Kuala Lumpur was a bustling exporter ot tin I 1880, ithecame
the state capital and by 1896, it was the federal capital

Sunset Industry

Popular theory has it that Kuala Lumpur was named after the
muddy confluence, but Gullick argues that by Malay usage, it
should have been Kuala Berlumpur or Kuala Gombak, because
the confluence is where the smaller Gombak river joins the
Jarger Klang. One more theory states that Kuala Lumpur s a
corruption of the term Pengkalan Lampur which means ‘muddy
jetty' Another theary has it that Sungei Gombak was called
Sungei Lumpur in the old days Yet one more theory says a
wributary calied Sunget Lumpur joined Sungei Gombak just
helore its confluence with the Klang river.

What we know for sure is that Kuala Lumpur began as a
small settlement with a population initiatly comprising mainly
Sumatran and Malay adventurers and Chinese miners whao lived
i wooden houses haphazardly located on river banks and
heside the jungle trails

In the early days, the economic activity and fortunes of
Kuala Lumpur depended on tin. A civil war was fought because
of the commaodity. The fortunes of the town fluctuated along
with the fluctuating price of tin. In 1878 Yap Ah Loy, who was
struggling to revive the tin mining industry, was satd to be on
the verge of hankruptey because the price of tin had fallen
But when the price shot up suddenly the next year, Kuala
Lampur enjoyed a boom and its population increased by 30%
that year.

Now, tin is considered a sunset industry and trade in the
metal does not even feature in Kuala Laompur's economy.
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Coffee, Tea or Hevea Brasiliensis?
Everybody knows that rubber was one of the main pillars
of the Malayan economy, but if things had worked out
differently, it could have been coffee.

I the fate 1870s, European coffee planters in Ceylon
planned to leave the istand to try their luck in Malaya
because a fungal disease had decimated their
plantations. In 1878, some of them surveyed Perak and
‘two years later, the Honorable R.B. Downall obtained two
oncessions totalling B4 acres on a hillock near the heart
of Kuala Lumpur which he named Weld ill estate after
the Governor of the Straits Settlements, Sir Frederick
Weld. it was the first European estate in Selangor and it
- cultivated Liberian coffee, pepper and tea. However, Malay

_ ‘smali holders were already planting Arabian coffee on
the slopes of Bukit Nanas.

Between 1882 and 1883, Downall acquired
‘concessions in other parts of Selangor including a lot
near Batu Caves which was planted with Liberian coffee.
Meanwhile T. Hestop Hill, who had earlier ventured
into Pulau Ubin and Sungei Ujong, entered into
pi ip with Ambrose Rath and they bought
up Downal’s interests.

By 1886, Hill and Rathborne had three coffee
Plantations in the Kuala Lumpur area.

The world prices of coffee beans shot up because
here was a reduction in supply from Ceylon and the
Selangor coffee planters enjoyed a boom from 1893
onwards. In 1892, there were fewer than a dozen
European plantations, but four years later, the number
ad shot up to 73 and nearly all of them were planting
Liberian coffee.

Fungat disease appeared as early as 1894, but it was
ot fungus that destroyed the coffee industry in Selangor
ind Kuala Lumpur. According to Guilick, it was due to
olitical events in Europe and South America in the

revious decade.
o (R
S
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In Brazil, large coffee plantations were badly managed
and inefficient and the workers, who were slaves, were
freed by a Government decision in 1888. Thus the
plantation owners were teft high and dry having invested
a Jot of money with no workers to harvest their product.
At the same time, sociceconomic conditions in Raly
were worsening. Peasant families emigrated to Brazil
where they worked in the coffee plantations and turned
them around.

With the increase in world supply of coffee, prices
tumbled by the late 1690s.

As the coffee market dipped, the fortunes of the
European planiers foilowed suit. But there was
another crop which was showing promise at that time.
|t was calied hevea brasiliensis, or rubber, as it is more
commonly known.

Most of the coffee planters switched to rubber and
managed to survive, Some even made fortunes. One
coffee planter who invested 4,000 pounds in a coffee
estate in Selangor in 1897 replanted it with rubber and
within 10 years, his investment was worth 250,000 pounds.

Rubber was cultivated all over the Malayan peninsuia
and the commodity was a major contributor to the
nationat economy till the era of Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who placed emphasis

on manufaciuring and industrialisation.

The Sumatrans and Straits Chinese investors have
been replaced by the lapanese Taiwanese, South
Koreans, Singaporcans and Americans, No more are
the investors armed with parangs and muskets; they
now carry credit cards and golf clubs




Mosque in the Middle

Masiid Jamek

Jalan Tun Perak

Mased Dk capboe vvens meer Th

rom the brudge at |ebuh Pasar Besar toraweedy called Market

Streeti, one has a good view of the confluence where Kuala
Lumpur began as a minmg settfement. Today, one can sce the
domes of the red-brick Masied famek set against the busy
modern skyline of a large LR station. Bank Bumiputra buifding
and other <kyscrapers in the background

e
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A few vears ago, one could alsa see hage pipes snaking

their way alorgz and across the river. This ugly feature was

critivsed by tourists who felt that such a historic vista

and photographic opportunity should not he spoilt by

such monstrous things. However, history olten gives way

to development

Stung by the anticism. the authorities recendy relocated

the pipes and the pretiresrue view has heen restored

I the late 19th century. adventrers and miners would row

apriver and land somewhere behind today’s Citibank and

unload their provisions and equipment

Before the mosque was huilt, there was a Malay cemetery

at the triangular piece of land and an 1889 map showed

that the cemetery reached almost to Java Street frenamed

Mounthatten Road and now Jalan Tun Perak and included

part of the fand where today's Court buildings are

The map showed that there was & mosque at the junction

of Tava Street and Ampang Street and another mosque near

Malay Street, but these were probably not as signilicant as the

Masiid lamek

Masiid lamek was the first large mosque to be built in Kuala

Lumpur Tts Foundation stone was lard by the Sultan of Selangor
Sultan Sir Alauddin Sulaiman Shah on 23 March 1908, The

A

Sudtan returned to Kuala Fumpur to declare the
maosque open on 23 December 1909,

twas huilt at a cost of $32,625 and the
designer was Arthur Beneon Hubback of the
PWE and Survey Department of the Federated
Malay States

o




Mosquee in the Middle

gnal Prayers

i Jamek served its purpose as the main mosque of
a Lumpur tl the rise in popuiation necessitated a

.one to be buiit.
- This National Mosque near the railway station was built
PWD in 1965 on a 13-acre site and it included a
ry, meeting rooms, ceremaonial hails and a
spleum. its outstanding feature is the 75-metre tail
which has become a unique element of the Kuala
pur skyline. Numerous tourism posters, brochures
post cards feature photographs taken from certain
which portray the onion-shaped domes of the
ay station contrasted with the stim and pointed
of the National Mosque.
Ihe main dome and minaret of the Nationat Mosque
stylised versions of domes. The main dome looks
fan-like umbrefla.

_When the mosque was built, the dome was white.
the years, it became stained and was recently
ed with biue tiles.

Hubback was with the PW1 in British India hetore beng
it to Malava. He also designed the famed rathway station
d railway administrative headquarters

‘Hubback was probably influenced by the ndian-Muslim
architectural style that he saw in India and this would explain
fisexotic works teaturing onion-shaped domes and arches of
| shapes and sizes
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Crossing the River

in the early 1880s, the only way to cross the Klang river
was either by walking precariously on two logs where
today's Lebuh Pasar Beser bridge is or by crossing a
bridge made of several bamboo poles tied together near
the confiuence of the Kiang and Gombak rivers atong
Jalan Tun Perak.

{n 1880, three years after the British Resident in Klang,
Captain Bloomfield Douglas, shifted upriver and the State
Government moved to Kuala Lumpur, wooden bridges
were built to replace the rickety structures.

The 46-metre wooden bridge at Market Street was in
gse tilt 1888, when a 27-metre lattice girder iron bridge
was buiit, This was taken apart in 1901 for a larger steel
bridge which remained in use tifl some years ago, when
it was dismantied because it was too narrow to handle
the increasingly heavy traffic. A wider bridge of reinforced
concrete was built to reptace it.

Mis buildings have become some of Kuala Lumpur's most
admired structures

In 1993, one of the domes of Masjid Jamek collapsed after
4 spell of rain, but repairs were carried out. The mosque has
also been enlarged in harmony with the original style and it
remains one of the city'’s most popular mosques




Point of Sales

Medan Pasar

Muncy haw always been the motivating lactor a¢ Market
Squate mow cafled Medan Pasact [n the past, it was
the centre of gambling activities with a casmo-cum-market
Miners, hoping to break [rec trom therr musery, wagered then
mieagre salaries 1 a quick but nsky way o make a forane
Now, it is surtounded by banks and hnancial msututions
Investment——a more acceptable term for takimg caloulated
tisks—has become the great mativator

a4t
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Yap Ah Loy forded over the nuning settlement from hiy
house at the junction of Tafan Hang Kasturi iformerly called
Rodger Sweett and Lebuh Pasar Besar ithe Market Street of
ancient times! where the Hongkong Bank now stands.

Miners travelling upriver trom Klang would disembark at
2 makeshift jetty somewhere behind Citibank. The miners
worked hard and played hard. as was
expected of the lifestyle of tronticsmen.  The miners
That was why Yap Ah Loy sctup gambling worked hard
dens and brotheh—to keep his workers  played hard |
occupied and entertained while his own
cotfer overflowed. The Kapitan Cina earned $250-$300 per
month from the market stalls while his protits from the flesh
trade are not recorded

The gambling shed was initially beside the river probably
at the row of buildings with Citibank at one end and the Sin
Seng Nam colfeeshop at the other. The market was in the
widdle of a square where the clock tower s today.

Around 1877, Yap Ah Loy's house was described as‘a fairly
good loosehoard howse occupied by the Captain China (sic)
the must hospitable of men, and his house was surrounded by
attap houses occupied by his coalies’

Swetrenham described the market as ‘a very insecure shed
and the den beside the river as ‘a huge gambling booth of
jungle rollers, roofed with attaps, in which hterally all
day and all night long, gambling is pursucd by a crowd
of often excited Chinese and Malayy
Hornaday, who discovered Batu Caves, was

in Kuala Lumpur in 1878 and described the
% market: Tn the contre of the town s a Targe
market where fruits, vegetables, meats and
various abominations of Chinese cookery
are sold. The vegetables are sweet potatoes,
yams of various kinds, beans, melons

cucumbers, vadishes, Chinese cabbage, onions,




Poing of Sales

spplant and ladys hingers. The frats were dunan, mangosteen
seapple, banana_and plantain, oranges (ol forcign growth

aés, papavah, and other small kinds not known by Eagliah
es. [n the centre of the marketplace are alot of gambling
bles, which, a little fater in the evenmg, were crowded with

snamen earncstly cngaged in the noble pasume of “fighting

as at Market Square, ‘in the largest Chinese store in the
!, that Hornaday ctruck & bonanza--he found Mumm's
pagne lor sale at 60 cents a quart and Tndia pale ale ac 13
6 per pint. He was <o pleased with having hought ules
m's champagne at such an unbelicvably low prce that
only regret was not being able 1o Gl a wh with the
pagne and take a bath inat

rom his descriptions, it appeared that the market then
ed the same as any wet marketin present day Malayaa
lourful, boisterous. smelty and dirty,

et in the Centre

most distinguishing features of Central Market are
skylight which runs along the length of the building
the enormous glass-paned windows. In fact, Central
et was Kuala Lumpur’s first energy-efficient building—
windows and skylight were glazed with special
orex rolled plate glass which transmitted only 209%
sun's heat and 6% of the light.
ntral Market was built at a cost of $500,000 in the
1930s near the site of the oid market. Designed by
teed of the Town Engineering Department {though
design has sometimes been credited to TY, Lee), it
400 square feet of space. it was originally designed
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it had 21 gates facing the Embankment and Rodger
Street (now called Jatan Hang Kastur)) while the main
entrance faced the old McArthur Street. lts frontage
measured 58 metres while the depth was 122 metres.

Central Market won the Best Decorated Building
award in a competition held in conjunction with the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il in 1953,

It served as Kuala Lumpur's central market until the
1080s when wet markets were opened in suburban areas
10 reduce traffic congestion in the city centre.

Before the demolition men could turn up, a decision
was made to turn it into an arts and crafts centre oriented
towards tourism.

it was refurbished and a second-level was added. it
reopened on 15 Aprit 1986 with a tenant-mix that included
batik printers, Chinese seal makers, portrait artists, glass
craftsmen, antique and curio shops and T-shirt artists.

It aiso had two Indian-Muslim restaurants offering
exceftent fish head curry and crispy roti canai.

There were two pubs with one, the Riverbank, offering
some of the ‘coolest’ jazz music in town. it soon became
the watering hole of Kuala Lumpur’s yuppie crowd who
sat outdoors and sipped wine coolers.

Today, the tenant-mix has evolved—a Chinese brush
artist, a Chinese restaurant and lots more shops selling
Balinese and Thai craft items. One section has kempung-
house facades and the shops selt Malaysian craft items
like wau (kites), songket, silverware and batik.

A section of Jatan Hang Kasturi has been turned into
a pedestrian mall, the city's first.

Behind the Central Market, several old shoplots
have also been converted to house cineplexes, eateries
and boutiques. This project, called Central Square, is
interesting because the shops’ facades have been
retained while the rear portion is in a wildly postmodern
architectural style.

A bridge links Central Market to Dayabumi and the
General Post Office. The last colonial postbox is located
near Central Market's entrance.




Paint of Sates

Market Saquare in those davs had teo streets Macao
et (the exssting sideroad in front of Citsbank s and | lokkoen
et (now called Medan Pasart These road names probably
ected the orgins and didlectroup of the origmal rewidents
The big fire of Liwary 1881 mzed the whole of Kuala
pur, including Yap Ah Loy’ house. the gabfing den and
et. The town was rebuilt with brick and tifes butan 21
ember that vear there was a nator Hood and Yap Ah Lovs
house collapsed

- Swettenham had never really Diked the
arket and gambling den at Market Square  Indescribable f
commented tersely that the Bilth of the  filgh |,

Only atter bis death i 1885 was the market shiited 10 0
site behind the Kapitan Cinas house. along Rodger Street
figar where Central Market now stands. noan 1889 map. the

market was alreadv located at Rodyer Street

Yap Ah Loy descendants wrangled with the government
aver compensation for the old market- they demanded
$9,586.85 while the government oflered only
fecorded what the outcome was

280 [0 not

The new market was shightly beter than the ofd market. It
was 76 metres [ong and 27 metres wide and had wooden walls
atiled floor and a zine rool. [t ak had ‘ormamental cast-iron
 failings and gates Thatstructure served the needs of the town

foralmost 10 years before st was decrded thaca more permanent
and larger market made of brick and cement should he bult
. The interior of todays Central Market s new and s drvided

Into two levels The skylight. windows and exterior walls have
0ot been changed

45
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Central Market was ahmost demolished when there were
plans to bring it down to make way for an ottice block. It was
saved when a proposal to turn it into a tourism-ariented
conservation project like Covent Garden in London was
accepted by the authorities, The city should be thankiul for
that, as a historical link to Yap &h Loy would have been erased
torever if it had been demolished

As it turned out, Central Market became one of the most
successhul conservation projects of the country.
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The Golden Mile

Jotan Tuanku Abdul Rahman

sularity of bhe aai
faded even in the £
@ ma

atan Tuanku Abdul Rahman. or TAR Road. is one of those
historic roads in Kuala Lumpur which has evolved to become
“an important shopping street. In the ofd dave. the Earopeans
did their shopping at Market Street, where the city's first
department store Chow Kit & Co was located, and later at

Java Street where there was a row of shops which included

guch famous names as Robinson. fohn Little and Whiteaways.
However. the glorious davs of Market Street and fava Sereet
ave faded away

Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, which was called Batu Road

A
4

samad Building now called alan Raia. It Rough road ...

As the condition of the road improved, rows of shops were
ilt at Batu Road, some as carly as 1915, somewhat fike an
ension of lava Street’s shophouses. The shophouse at the

the majority of whoo were Indians. rented the
ises at $30 a month from the landlords who were mostly
ars (Indian moneylendersi. Initially, many of the shaps
e used as warchouses

A Batu Road address might not have heen that sought

of the town’s luminaries hived there—Toke Yew and
amboosamy Pillai

Ay
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Some of the companies that started operating there have
become household names—CGlobe Silk Store, G5 Gill
Coliseum, P Lat Store and PH. Hendey. Some of them shitted
only to occupy other premises along the same road

P Lal Store, famed for selling winter clothing and British
made leather shoes, started out in 1929 at No. 37, e moved a
few doors away to No. 49 in 1945 and. secently, moved into
its own multistorey modern building called Wisma Lal Doshi
at No. 135

€28, Gill, which has become syronyious with sports goods
and Adidas products, started in 1945 at No. 106 and has
occupied the same premises ever since, though the ofd shop
has been replaced by the multistorey Wisma Harwant

Clobe Sitk Store opened at Bata Road in 1947, 1t had been
founded 1n Segamat, Johore, 17 years before by Tirathdas
Jethenand. In 1957, it shifted to a four-storey building. Then
it relocated to a refurbished row of old shophouses along the
road near Odeon cinema, and has been operating in the modern

multistorey building since

TJowering Infernc

Just when Malaysians were thrilled by the movie Towering
Inferno, the Campbet Shopping Complex caught fire and
became Kuala Lumpur’s very own fiery drama.

in April 978, fire broke out in the 20-storey skyscraper
and blazed for a few days, destroying 156 shops and
41 offices.

After being left vacant and barricaded for some time,
it was repaired at a cost of RM10 million and reapened,
but its heyday was over and newer malls nearby like
Pertama Complex and Sogo pulled in the shoppers.

Orther stores like Kamdar (which took aver the old Mun
{oong block while Mun Loong has taken over the Hankyu
Jaya store in Chow Kit), Sharafali’s iestablished in 1950} and




Befangor Emporium started business there ater. but have
pecome famous too. People alva remember establishments fike
Peiping Lace. Chortirmall, Ceateal Shac, Tivol Hotel Pub and
Restaurant, Re
Clentre, Seng Hlup which sells lighting accessores. K8, Gl

x Hotel, Kowlaon FHotel Tang Ling Shopping
hich specialises 1n pens. C Nang Hong s Co and Kee Fat
Radio Company Batu Road was where A & W Kuala Lumpuar's
ot fast-food outlet opened 1t was abvo where Burger King
started out and Hopped [t has sice made a successiul
comeback in the Malayaian market
| Development has not given the road a miss and several
_projects have been embarked on. Rows of shophouses have
en demolished-—with only then facades remaming as
ired by City Halls conservation policy —to make way tos
ffice blocks, near Bata and the tormer Sefangor Emporion
About 20 vears ago. there were several blocks of low-cost
ats diagonally opposite Odeon cinema swhich has been
ed into a retal centre calied Sulaiman Court. These were
demolished and on that site now stands Sogo. the gant
nese department store

ee Cents for Coffee
£ to Odeon is one of the oldest Chinese restarants in the
—Lee Wong Kee Restaurant. Tt celebrated its Toch
iversary in August 1996 The rostanrant, where thousands
ouples have held ther weddimg dinmers, started i 1926 at
igh Street and moved 10 Batu Road s the 19305

Batu Road is also where the old anema. Coliseam

The Golden Mile
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Old-timers will recall watching Tarzan movies at Coliseum
and paying 20 to 50 cents for a ticket
Planters from out of town used to stay at Coleum hotel
and party at the Spotted Dog (their nickname for Selangor
Club, a short walk away. They would then retam to Coliseun,
have a few more drinks at the bar before calling 1t a night
Coliseum cate became famous for its steaks and even today,
dining there is considered something like a treat. However
although Coliseum’s old-world atmosphere 1 quaint, it cannot
match Le Cog DYor at falan Ampang
In the 19305, Batu Road was a two-way street and
traffic was so light that it was possible to park on either side
of the road
Textiles cost 15 cents a vard, ties and socks could be bought
for 10 cents, while a mug of coffee cost all of three cents
And the mug was so big that the cotfee could be shared by
three people
Much of the area was not developed then
and beyond Odeon cinema, 1 the direction
of Chow Kit, there were only coconut
plantations and jungle. Even the area between
the Gombak river and Coliseum was helukar
{secondary jungle! and at today’s Jalan
Masjid India area, beside the Klang river,
lay a large tract of wasteland with a few
wooden huts
However, business here picked «p
in the 1950s and has continued w do well

ever since. Even when major shopping

complexes opened in other arcas such as Bukit

Bintang, the glitter of consumer money at TAR
Road did not fade. Thus it earned its sobriquet
The Golden Mile




Poison and Pondans
Jlong time ago, there was a shrine to a poisonous cobra
Gombak Lane, the backlane behind Coliseum at Jalan
lanku Abdul Rahman.
The shrine was built in 1873 when the owner of a teh
jk stall spotted a cobra slithering around. To the Hindus,
3 cobra has some religious significance and therefore a
rine was buit where its nest was believed to be.
Believers claimed that after feeding the cobra with
aggs and mitk they were cured of their sicknesses. A
ue of the cobra with hood open was carved out of
ne and placed in the shrine. The shrine became quite
pular much to the benefit of the teh tarik stall owner.
In September 1981, the shrine was demolished to
ke way for the muttistorey Pernas buiiding. And as is
pmmon in such supernatural stories, all sorts of things
ppened at the work site—cranes and cement mixers
nysteriously stopped functioning, a hole caved in twice,
_and workers fell ill. Apparently, the cobra was angry
use it had not been consulted about the demolition
 #ts shrine. City Hall stated that it was an illegal structure
ich had to make way for progress.
The contractor buitt another shrine at Jalan Templer,
aling Jaya, to house the cobra idol (a new one was
de) and work proceeded smoothly after that. However,
body knows for sure what happened to the cobra itself.
Today, most residents of Kuala Lumpur would not
ember the cobra or its shrine at Gombak Lans,
hough some people still frequent the backiane for a very
erent reason.
Pondans, or transvestites, often move out of their
ow Kit hang-outs to cari makar (a Malay phrase literally
stated as ‘find food” but means ‘make a living’) at the
klane, attracting a steady stream of people out to
hip a different kind of force altogether.

The Golden Mile
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WP Doshi, owner of P Lal, was reported as saying: This
place has not fost s populanty, When othes shoppiag centres

came up, we felt that old shops would he doomed. histead

there appears 1o be demand for such shops and the businesses
have grown

But Bate Road itself was where some ot the pew shopping
centres were built. Near Odeon along Campbell Road inow
called Jalan Dang Wangit is the first modern multistorey
Gopping mall in the city. Camphell Shopping Complex. In
front of Odeon is the Pertama Shopping Complex

1o the old days, any parade 1n town had to pass through
Batu Road. fn 1953, there was a Coronation Day parade to
celebrate the crowning of Queen Flizabeth 1L Tt was a wrand
event and the road was jam-packed with spectators sostling
cach other. The tirst floars of the shophouses were also filled
with peaple who warted to have a better view of the colourtul
and well-tit floats on parade

In 1967, Malaysia won the Thomas Cup ia prestgions
badminton traphy and a parade was held with the
hadminton stars sitting in a convertible and waving at the
crowds. Later, a celebration dinner took place at Coliseum
cafe with the Thomas Cup itsell placed at the centre of
the table

National Day parades and the Thaipusar Sitver Chariot
procession woukd pass through Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman

Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman starts at its junction with
Jalan Tun Perak and ends at its junction with Jalan Pahang
alter passing through the Chow Kit area. In some strete hes
cuch as from Campbell shopping complex o Selangor
Mansion, even the backlanes are Tined with tiny shops

Fvery Saturday night from 6 ponto 10 pm, a section of the
road from Sogo o its junction with Jalan Tun Perak, i closed
o traftic for a pasar malam {night marketi. This night market is
colourhu!l, busy and boisterous and simply proves that at TAR

Road, shopping has become a way of liie

wa



Shopping Before Sogo

Jalan Mahkameh Persekutuan

The industrra! st b

g b minepacncur Loke (o Kit

apesed KL< Jist depuartmrsed sfore

he shaps of KL in the old days were sather fiamied m
- their stocks. But the Chow Kt cmporum thoused i the
ding now occupied by the Indsstrial Courts was diftorent
N 1895 advertisement ran thus: ‘Chow Kit s Co, peneral
keepers, merchants and commission agents, have abways
Stock European Goods. Tinned Provisions, Wines, Spirice
All of the best quality



Insider’s Kuala Lumpur

fe Tist of items available was impressive and obviously

catered 1o Furopeans—Tresh pork and other hams aud fresh
bacons, cheddar, Dutch, Fdam and Gouda cheese, Australian
butter, Basek's and Heyman's Dansh butter, proserved
Californian trans m tns and botdes, Hantley and Patmers
hiscues, feltor tweed hats, Europe-made shoes {patent leather.
hrown leather % tennisi, patent harness and casriage rugs
Chow Kit & Co, Kuala Lumpurs first department store
ctocked a good range of cigars—Londres, Regalia, Chica
Princesas, High Lde in the Fast, Damas. Nuevo Habano
Habano Colon, Dalagos Medianos

Senoritas, Windsors,
& Rangoon

And teas—Assam, Cevlor, fohor and China

It also sold 1obacco and cigarettes of various kinds
electroplated wares; strong fireproot iron sates, commodes
oftice chairs and footstools; and horse food-—gram, oats
padi, etc

Fven then, items made of rattan, tound in abundance in
today’s sterior decor shops, were popular. The shop sold rattan
and bamboo basketwork of variows kinds, office paper baskets
iiin haskets, waste paper baskets, clothes baskets, bottle
baskets and hand baskets

The advertisement in the Selangor Jowrnal ended thus: 'Orders
and complaints promptly attended ror The managing partners
name was given: Low Cheng Koon

tn The Malay Mail on 14 December 1896, the department
store ran an advertisement: 'Chow Kita Co invite the attention
of the public to their new stock of goods comprising an
excellent selection of X'mas toys, pipes, drapery, etc

The items sold at the department store
rellected the Westernised tastes of the owner, A self-made
Loke Chow Kit, an English-cducated scif- - millionaire ...
made millionaire who sent two sons to study

in a boarding school in Scotland

B4




Just a few doors awav, Boon Fan s Co, at No. 10 Market
Street, sold more or fess simdar items, but it had wines and
pirits too

. To quench their thiest, colonial shoppers could by
Buchanan’s and Ushers whiskey, dlarer, Hock, Flennessey’s and
_ Exshaw’s brandy, sherry (White Seall, Basss Light Oriental,
Ale (Green Diamondl, Tivoli beer, Bull Dog and Barke's stout
 Cockburn and Camphells port, Green and Yellow Chartreuse
Benedictine (2.0 M1, Chablis, Cherry brandy and Curacao.
The tectotaller could opt for lime juice cordial or Perak

nd Penang Acrated Waters, a soda drink

Boon Ean & Co was afso the sole agent for Mrs A lansen's
ickles, mangoes and limes of the beat quality. The shop'
anager was Tan Cheng Whatt

While the Chinese settled east of the confluence of the
ombak and Klang rivers along Klyne Street, High
Ampang Street, Old Market Square, Suftan Street,
ling Street and Cecil Street, the Maiays settled north

That explained the naming of Java Street and nearby
lalay Street. A Boyanese kongsiwas situated along Java
reet and north of the street was a village called
mpung Rawa.
That short street near the Malay cemetery evolved
o.0one of the town’s busiest shopping roads, probably
sy as Petaling Street, in the early pert of the 20th
Ty, While the latter catered fo the Chinese, Java
became a shopping haven for the Europeans who
early years of Kuala Lumpur also did their shopping
larket Street.
The Malay Mail reported on 25 November 1903 that
‘Street is not much to look at, in fact it has been
i the slum of slums of our locat paradise, yet itis a
of no little activity; for in it are congregated a large
ber of native shops which, to judge from the crowds
inually around them, should be doing a roaring trade:

Shopping Before Sogo
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Later on, it was renamed Mountbatten Road {(now
catied Jalan Tun Perak} and posh department stores tike
Robinson's, Whiteaways Laidlaw, John Little and Gian
Singh were located there. Whiteaways was at the junction
of Java Street and Malay Street in a multistorey building
that was constructed in 1926 by Sehested and Neilsen,
a Danish engineering and contracting firm.

Christmases were rather grand as the entire road was
festooned with colourful lights and baubles, somewhat
like Oxtord Street in London. Thousands of people wouid
be milling around the shopping street.

Over the years, its popuiarity as a shopping area
declined. Robinson's closed and the stately building
was demolished to make way for a skyscraper occupied
by the Bank of Commerce (now called Bumiputra
Commerce Bank). Slowly, the other stores shut down one
by one.

As the sun set on Java Street, it rose on neighbouring
Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, which became Kuala
Lumpur’s Golden Mile,

The Whiteaways Laidiaw building was bought over
by the Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation, which
occupied it for a while. it has been left vacant for the
past few years. On its facade, the words ‘Bombay,
Colombo, Madras, Rangoon, Caicutta, Singapore, Hong
Kong, Penang and Nairobi’ could be seen.

Recently, the bank embarked on a project to build a
20-storey office block at the site of the building and
several adjoining shophouses.

‘The facades of the Whiteaways Laidlaw building and
the adjoil were 1o be saved,
but they coliapsed in September 1996. The facades were
then demolished completely and now the bank plans
1o build replicas of the facades for the sake of the
architectural heritage of the city.

With the opening of the nearby Masjid Jamek LRT
station, there is hope that the glorious days of Java Street
will be revived.




The 20-Million-Dollar Man

toke Mansion
Medan Tuanku

w i remembered

st s phiiang

he rags-to-riches stories of the firstgeneration overseas

Chinese bave always fired the maginations of Malaysians
especially those who eauate accumulation of wealth with
siiccess and achievement. Indeed, many entreprencurs have
en inspired by such legends

Loke Yew was the archetypat Chinaman millionaire whao
s born into a peasant lamtily and rose to become the richest
man in the era after Yap Ah Loy, His legacy is i the form ot

is life-story and his fabulous mansion which still stands today
at Medan Tuanka. It was renamed The Artiquarium in 1991
and housed an antique shop and an advertising agency. ln

1999, it was given yet another moniker, aternational House
Kuala Lumpur.

Loke Yew was born on 9 October 1846 10 a peasant family
1 China and like many other Chinese, he set sail for Singapore
1858. He was then 11 vears old

After working for four vears as a shop assistant. he managed
tosave $99, which he reinvested into his own shop, Chop
eng Loong. Somchow, he made his way o Larut in Perak
ere he got involved in the civil war and managed to smuggle
ipplies past the blockade by hiring Orang Asli iaborigines
who knew secret jungle trails. This way, he sent in supplics
and made lots of money and when his war chest had rcached I
2140,000, he pumped it into opening tin mines Q.

1 Perak. Fickle fate ...

However, fate can be fickle, and his fortunes
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determmation, he struggled on and started using stecam
powered pumps to dig decper into his Kinta Valley mines

e recovered his Tosses, made even more money and moved
Louth to Selangor where he became the chiet tax farmer and
tin miner

For the next 20 vears, he was Kuala Lumpurs richest and
must powerful man

Loke Yew awned tin mines, rubber plantations and
properties. He had interests in Kuala Lumpur, Bentong
Selangor and Singapore. In Bentong, he even issucd his own
hank notes

He became a member of the Selangor State Council and
sat on numerous committees and chambers of commerce. He
was also a great philanthropist

Among his business associates were Choo Kia Peng, who
started off as his clerk, and Robson, who was the founder
of The Malay Mail, today’s only alternon tabloid in the
Klang Valley

Wild Parties
A workaholic, Loke Yew could never really divorce himselt
while he was in

trom his businesses. On 24 February 191
one of his rubber estates, he caught the malarial bug which
Killed him. By then, his business empire was worth $20 million
Loke Yew's mansion at Batu Road was eclectic. He had
hought it in 1892 but some parts of it date back to 1860 when
it was then owned by Cheow Ah Yeok, Yap Ah Loy’ crony
When the King of Siam and the Sultan of Kedah visited Kuala
Lumpur in May 1890, the Siamese royal guest stayed at Towkay
Ah Yeok's mansion while the Kedah sultan put up at Yap Ab
Loy’s hause. Towkay Ah Yeok died in December 1892 and
that was when Loke Yew bought the mansion and 10 acres of
Jand planted with subber and coconut trees from his estate
Loke Yew was somewhat of an enigma. There were
reports that he loved the quiet life and hated ostentation;
yet some said that be was a great swinger and entertainer

B8



ho threw some ol the wildest parties v town A list of
ho's Who tumed up at b massion 1o be feted in stvle
nd splendou

The Malay Alails gossep page reported on 2 April 1897
first-class repast was served at Towkay Loke Yew's house
nd by the tme dhat the champagne. hock. hiquars and
hiskey had all amicably nnxed. the company eshausted
i their vocal and oratorical powers and accordingly
djourncd o the Malay theatee

id in Hong Kong

Loke Yew's legacy reaches beyond the borders of
lataysia—he is remembered even in Hong Kong.

in the Hong Kong University, there is a bronze bust
cf the Malayan tycoon and the Great Hall has been
renamed Loke Yew Hall

This memorial was the university's way of thanking
tycoon for his financiat aid to the institution

in 1916, Loke donated $50,000 and extended an
interest-free 20-year loan of $500,000 to the university,
Like many other rich Chinese businessmen of his era,
Loke Yew was not well educated and though he was
cosmopolitan in outiook, he could barely speak English.
Having made it rich, his way to repay society was by
donating to institutions of higher learning

He was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws by the University of Hong Kong on 4 January 1017,
but about a month later, Loke Yew died.

It was the university's highest honour for a ‘Chinese
entleman in the Federated Malay States’

The university commissioned English scuiptor Charles
‘Orville Pilkington Jacson to make the bust in 1955,
Loke Yew's phitanthropy is well known. When World

He also received recognition from the Brmsh He
ame a C ion of the Most Disti Order
St. Michael and St. George.

BY

The 20-Million-Daoltar Man
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ftwas also reporied. however, thatasa man. he particularly
distiked ostentatiousness in any form. lived very quictly and
was always at work, He had no lesure and ao partcular
hobbies’. He was also reported to have kept old cars, gone to
his ofice in rickshas and was the Teast expensively-dressed
man’. Ther again, he was often seen wearing a black Panama
hat and shiny black Chinese suit

Loke Yew was never really satwtied with his mansion and
apent a dozen years constantly senovating it Since he had
travelled three times 1o Furope, he borrowed ideas from
some of the grand homes that he had seen which explains the
Luropean influence in the mansion

W owas only in April 1904 that he was
sufficiently satislied with his home and, 0
mark the occasion. popped the cork and threw
a party. The Malay Mal reported that it was

quite a housewarming

Another report described the house thas,
Towkay Loke Yew's new house on the Baug Road
is onc of the most paatial residences in town
Nothing hut chengal timber has been used for floors, doors
posts. ete, while the upper and lower verandahs are paved with

specially imported Chinese tles

Peace and Prosperity
The main hall had a very high ceiling while the dining room
had space for 20 tables or at least 200 guests. Socialite Loke
Yew had his priorities right

While the house had a European exterior, its interior
displayed Chinese influences. Loke Yew commissioned artist
Wang Lien Fung to paint the scenes in the house. Inside there
was a moon gate on top of which were the Chinese characters
Callop Through the Perfumed Fields'

&0




e the Front door there was a4 plasgue 10 Chinese which

‘Garden of Peace and Prospency
E ¢

tla dicd in o

Tho. who was born i the manmion 1
bin Trowan in 1904

The mansion remamed cmpry for 11 vears tll the lapanca
upation. when the mvader used 1tas ther headquarters
the war, it was eed by the San Min Clus Y1 Youth Corpe

ial Branch teaining school vl 1998

he 160 acres of Lind surrounding the mansion werd

oned oftfor $ 1o midlon m 1963 10 Malavan Finance Corp
One of the dircctons of the company was Choo Kok
ng, who had marred one of Loke Yows granddaughter

~The mansion was abandoned wind 1971 when the Samat
Gallery and Asia Antiques shop staried operating on the

-
W"md floor. O the firat Hoor was the Malavsia College of
- N

~ Music. These establishments remamed uaul the fate 7os. [n

bruary 1991 advertismg mogul Dawk Lim Kok Wing wrned
e vacant house oo The Artgaanum. [ebecame known as
the Internatonal House Kuala Lumpue i 1993 and was a
orld-class institution fore Fnglish Lanugwage lessons
hibitions showcasing the illusteations ot susdents from

Heges run by Datak 1im were also held there
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The Spotted Dog Evolves into
an Asian Thoroughbred

The Sefangor Club

Jalan Rajo

Seliastgar Claalr et sphasks of el e e beart of the iy

Is\ the late 19th century, the Selangor Club was where the
action was——everybody who was anybody was a member. 1t
was where white planters and colonial administrators quenched
their thirst with several rounds of stengabs and where bored
womenfolk held their gossip sessions

It was the meeting place tor romantc trysts, and where
one could find out the latest news. There was a report of Jadies
sitting in a ning on the verandah iwhoi were wont to discuss
the well-worn subjects of the price of ducks and the
delinquencies of the "boy™”

There were potluck parties where participating ladies and
their ‘bovs” would turn up with cakes, salads, pies, cold curs

sandwiches and other victuals




aking fasted wlf the wee hours, gallons of spuits were
had rollicking fun. A typical ment

jing thatit is.a club for aftluent Indian and Punjabi lawyers
the strikingly large aumber of them fraternising there
Spotted Dog has evolved over the years, becomig more
i in character. And the planters” club has become morc
;ﬂ« foundcd in 1884 to meet the needs of the Furopeans, the
%&nmub was bormed as a social and cricket club featuring
e allsimportant bar, with reading rooms and billiard halls
riginal wooden clubhotse and stables were at the northern
id of the Parade Ground where St Mary's Church now stands,
Robson, who stepped oot in Kuala Lumpur i 1889, later
fled that the Selangor Club was ‘a small wooden hailding
ith atap roof where heads of department played hilliards with
ir chief clerks
Acting Resident Rodger, who had encrgetically pushed tor
the formation of the club, became its first President while
/enning was the first secretary.
At that time, Rodger was merely acting as Resident and
Bis actual post was Commissioner of Lands. Provision was
made in the constitution of the Selangor Club that the
_ Gommissioner of Lands should be Vice president ex officio so
that Rodger could reman when Swettenham resumed his post
88 Resident.
A year after the club’s foundation, the government lent it
900 to enlarge its building
The new clubhouse was then built at the present-day site
V1889 [t was a two-storicd structure and the upper floor
~ Was used for dances and concerts
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In 1889, Count Bernstortf became the first salaricd
secretary of the club but his performance left much to be
desired. In fact, he left with some money too. Some $1,100 of
the club’s lunds went missing during his stint
and soon after he left, there were stories Mi55y'ng mo
circulating that he became aide-de-camp o
the Chinese Viceroy in north China. In that dark hour of
Selangor Club's history, some senior officials leftand founded
the Lake Club

The history of the Lake Club is interlinked with that of
Selangor Club. All 28 founding members of the Lake Club
had been with the Selangor Club and they formed their
own extremely exciusive and colour-conscious institution
in 1890 for at least two reasons.

According to Guliick, it was another sign of the
tendency towards class and communal differentiation that
led to the formation of the Lake Club, which had its
clubhouse in the Lake Gardens beside Club Road, today's
Jalan Parlimen.

The second reason could have been that they were
ted up with the way the Selangor Club was run, especially
in the handling of its finances.

Thus the white-only Lake Club took form and that
attitude of white supremacy lasted for a good many years
and it was only in 1958 that non-whites were admitted as
members. The first Malaysian President took office only
in 1965,

in the old days, the Lake Club’s membership list
cornprised the cream of colonial society. Prominent

B who were included State
Treasurer Venning; founder of the Selangor Fire Brigade
H.F. Bellamy; police chief H.C. Syers; the first Selangor
State Engineer and later General Manager of the
Federated Malay States Railway CE. Spooner; founder
of The Malay Mall J M. Robson; District Officer of Kuala

The Other Club 3




pur and later British Adviser to Johor D.G. Campbell;

AO. Travers; WE. Maxwell, first Resident-General of
Federated Malay States and later Governor of the
and High Cc of the
ated Malay States FA. Swettenham.
jot oniy was it snobbish, but it had strict dress codes
iembers had to wear long-sieeved shirts with
6 during the day and full suits at night. it was only
ch Jater that the club aliowed batik shirts.
In 985, the by then Malaysianised club, was expanded
renamed Royal Lake Club. Despite the ‘royal’ tag, it
Host much of its snobbishness.

Henry Huttenbach took over as secretary and norsed the
back to health. By 189216 tinances were much improved
the number of members mereased to (40

s coincided with a boom m coffee planting and the
ber of planters among 1ts members went up dramatically
fact, Huttenbach imsel! was a coflee planter.

The Selangor Club was atmost exclusively Turopean in
mbership though certain outstanding natives were

sobriquet was the Spotted Dog and there are a few theories
#5 origin. One has it that police chief Syers wife had wwo
atians which were often spotted sprinting behind hee
iage while she went w and from the club. and these plum

ding dogs' were the source of the clubs nickname. Another
It that the first emblem of the club was a chumsy rendition
spotted leopard which many thought was a spotted dog

The third possible reason is racist. This relates to the lact
garly members of the Selangor Club inchuded non-whites
as Sultan Abdul Samad, Yap Ah Loy and Thamboosamy

The Spotted Dog Evolees tito an Asian Thoraughbred
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Pillai plus some working class Europeans ‘ot rough exterior
who were raitway workers
Someone had remarked that ‘frequenters of the
Spotted Dog must accept the company as they find it
Some members telt so uncomiortable

The spots’
the club ..,

exclusively white — and more gentee! - club in 1890

with these ‘spots’ in the club that they
decided to leave and lorm their own

Since the Selangor Club was within walking distance of
the government offices, it was only natural that it was a
watering hole for civil servants. Since most lawyers then were
Furopeans, they turned up at the club too

Dispensing Good Spirits
Other than the Selangor Club, many Europeans also
a phart ical shop.

it was probably not the high quality medicines that
attracted the crowd. More likely, they turned up for the
wines, spirits and liqueurs.

Robson said that in 1882 and the early part of the
1890s, the only European shop in Kuala Lumpur was
Maynards near the Market Street Bridge, which sold
medicines, provisions and drinks. ‘The place was a
rendezvous for Europeans!

Maynards was sold to D. Macreath, a chemist, on 6
Aprit 1894 and he renamed it The Dispensary, He stocked
very much the same list of things such as ‘brewed ginger
beer, Tennant’s pale ale, Tennant's stout, G.A, & Cao's light
shandy (beer and lemonade), dark shandy (stout and
tonic) and Devonshire cider.

‘The Dispensary also sold Manila cigars of the best
brands ‘always in good condition’; revolvers; cariridge
cases and ammunition; spectacies and eye glasses o
sult all sights’; photographic chemicals; filters; infants’
and invalids' foods; toilet requisites and ‘every modern
convenience and luxury for the nursery and sick room’.
Since it was The Dispensary, it also prescribed and
sold medicines.

‘&6



Pl Spotted Doy Leolpes s an Asian Thorowghbned

gor Clab 1o Carc i on things whess they were i town
fost planters would be i Kuala Lumpur ance amonth ton
intments with therr hapkers toowithdraw monev tor then
ers’ salarics. Thore was s informal agreement amongs
to wrn up in Kuala Lumpurand the s on the bist
purday of every manth for dunks

Rubber planter Hemi Fanconnier recalled dhat afuen
pleting bis business at the bank b snufd have o harrca
& club’s barboy

He continued 1 made my way 1o the har Towas packed

semicircular counter cdged by anunbrohen hone of hited

s was inacossihle Bt bevond iowere o fow Bide cane

_The company alwavs arranged wselt i geographical onder
_ # peog
o

 Bhslayan siger Rnnvaumphy. dhenalb s e vh
ed hands and markang toe with terr clirows
isang For Lo bolly Guod Fofon

Iding in mock Tudor sivle in keepmg with the varlies
Shteture’s design. bad o basement carpark and was hailt st s
g0t of RM3 mitlion

 When it celebrated its contenary there was s huge sign
ected which read: 100 Not Out Few peaple. other than
icketers, uaderstood that term

Now more than a century old. the Jub bas shown no siens

ageing and is suil as handsome as ever
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Rehashing the Hash Story

Panting runners foliow a trail of paper panted by a ‘hare’
who sometimes leads the runners astray. But that is part
of the fun. The runners usually end where they begin
and then the party starts—meals (Western or local) are
served buffet-style and the six-packs, chilled to perfection,
are opened. Often, these parties last till the wee hours
of the morning after the participants have exhausted their
supply of jokes and beer.

These regular work-out and yam seng (a Chinese toast
somewhat akin to ‘bottoms up’) sessions are organised
by the Hash House Harriers (Harrietes for the fadies)—
who comprise a bunch of fun-lovers who like to combine
their health consciousness with their penchant for having
a good time.

Selangor Club has the honour of being the Mother
Hash for that was where the first chapter of the Hash
House Harrier (HHH) story began in 1938.

The origin of hashing ig shrouded in & colourfut
cocktall of fact and fiction. Legend has it that a group of
Englishmen and Australians were at the Spotted Dog on
2 Monday night nursing a hangover from the weekend’s
revelries when they suddenly had a brilliant idea—perhaps
they would feel better if they had a run to work off the
alcohol from their bodies, So they had their run—and feit
better. Not only did their actions adversely affect the sales
of hangover medication, but AS. Gispert, Cecll Lea,
‘Horse® Thomson, ‘Torch’ Bennett and Philip Wickens
started an institution.

The concept of runners following a paper irait was
not a new one then. The British had been running
informally in groups through jungie and rubber estates
since the 120s. There had been running clubs before in
Kuala Lumpur, which faded from the scene in 134, and
Johor Baru, which lasted from 1932 to 1935.

There were also hare and hound clubs such as the
Kinta Harriers in Ipoh and the Springgit Harriers in
Malacca circa 1935, but these were short-lived. in
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nghai and Kuching clubs, participants followed paper
5. on horseback.
i 1932, Thomson ran in a club with no name which
ed rules that were essentially like Hash rules. This
closed in 1935. in Malacca, Gispert was in the
ggit Harriers which was formed in 1935 and among
who ran with him was Bennett,
in. 1938, Gispert, Thomson and Lee were in Kuala
pur and met up at the Spotted Dog and decided to
the running club which they named Hash House
fers. The maiden run was held in the last week of
ber 1938.
The Spotted Dog had another sobriquet at that time—
House. t was called that because of the unpalatable
8 Selangor Club members considered themselves
rmets) food it served.
fgchnically, Bennett was not a founder-member
se he was on leave when the HHH was formally
ed while Wickens joined in 039,
ispert, who was one of the prime movers behind
HH, died in February 1942 at the age of 38 during
iapanese invasion of Singapore.
After the war, the HHH picked up the pieces and
weekly fun-runs started again and became
ingly popular,
patriates who worked and hashed in Kuala Lumpur
ted chapters of the HHH when they returned to
home countries. Now there are 1,700 HHM
®rs in 160 countries. In Malaysia alone, there
H0 Hash chapters.
In October 1998, the 60th anniversary of the Hash
Harriers was celebrated in Kuala Lumpur and
DO hashers from 60 countries turned up at the Mother
10 participate in the running and partake of the
Spirits.
ile the doors of the HHM have always been open
the ladies, at least one Harrier in Penang felt
Eomfortable and encountered ‘some embarrassing
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moments because of women running and suffered
distress and severe mental anguish’

On 29 June 1980, florist Toh Boon Leng obtained an
injunction to restrain the Penang Hash House Harriers
from letting women run with them,

However, a few days later, the High Court dismissed
the injunction in a landmark decision for women's
fiberationists. Justice Datuk Edgar Joseph Jr said the
matter was trifle and was a storm in a tea cup.

“f the plaintiff is troubled by the women's presence
in the Monday runs, all he has to do is stay away from
those runs, he ruled.

Harriers and Harrietes have been lawfully hashing
together ever since.

Commoner’s Club

take Club catered to the creme de fa creme of white
society in 1890s Kuala Lumpur, while the Selangor Club
was for the middie-classes.

it was this kind of discrimination that led those who
were denied admission to both clubs to form the Selangor
Recreation Club in 18986.

The early members included some rough and rowdy
whites like the British mechanics, engine-drivers, prison
warders and a few Malayan ‘natives’ from the civil service.
Considered low-brow and uncuttured, they had fun
anyway sipping stengahs at their own bar and playing
bitliards and darts.

The first president of the club was Dr Travers. British
Resigent Rodger and Towkay Loke Yew both contributed
$100 1o the building fund. Rodger officially opened the
clubhouse, a humble wooden shed, on 13 February 1897,

Today, it has about 105 members, many of whom
are retired civil servants. The clubhouse was demolished
in late 1999 to make way for Phase Two of the Merdeka
Square project, which involves the construction of Kuala
tumpur's first electronic fibrary and gallery.

Club members now meet in Bukit Kiara.




The Grand Old Lady

Bangunan Sulton Abdul Samad

Jakon Rejes

B Sedteon Al Sl mesivdi o Liad

vata Lumpros Grand O1d Lady o very pretty especally
at night Fven though she s araand o hundied vears old
needs no makenp. FHoer blemiches and wemkles are nion
ible and dozens ol photogiaphers snap shot ot her dauby
From various angles and leave with good memores of faving
N in her presence

The Bangunan :Ruilding: Sultan Abdul Samad ¢an be seen
Postcards, tonrism hrochures. posters. stamps, pamtings and
en on small ceramic plates sold at souvenn shups T the
loved symbol of Kuala Lampur
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The grand buifding taces the Spotted Dog with the Dataran
Merdeka {
encapsulates the history of Kuala Lumpur as much as the

he Padangi sepatating them. That rectangle of grass

confluence of the Gombak and Klany rivers just hehind
Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad and the carly settlenrents around
Market Square. It is the historical heart of the city, especially
irom the colonial adminstrators” point of view
One British architeat recently commented oa 'the total
fantasy of the nearly theatdical setting, the only theatrical
setting ever devised for British administration in the wide range
of the Empire
Atnight, the Bangunan Abdul Samad, which now houses
) the Supreme Court, is lit up by hundreds of bulby twrning

the area into a fairyland ot lights. On Saturdays, the section
of Ialan Raja {called Gombak Road in the pasti in front of
the butlding is fenced off and tumed into a pedestrian mall
Often. people buy food and drinks at the pasar salam which is
held every Saturday at nearby Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman
and have a feast on the road
It is hard to imagine what Kuala Lumpur would be like
without Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad. 1t is cven harder
(o 1magine that some town planner had actatly thought
the anthinkable and had suggested demolishing it to build a
modern concrete-and-glass shoehox in its place. Thanktully,
somebody in power had the wisdom and toresight to throw
that plan out of the window where it belonged
Mhe builders and architects of the Grand Old Lady would

have turned in their graves.

{nstead, the building and surrounding structures were
refurbished and spruced up. The black domes of the building,
which were apparently painted black during World War If to
make them less visible to enemy planes, were replaced with
copper plates




the Vicinity
i Moorish-styled buildings around Bangunan Sultan

¢h opens a different page in the city’s history.
 Most were government buildings completed in 1896
mmplement the main government office (later called
gunan Sultan Abdui Samad),
Behind the former GPQ is the Industrial Court which
formerly the first department store in Kuala Lumpur—
Kit & Co. Built in the early 1890s, its site was chosen
se it was only a short walk from the Klang river and
& convenient place to unload supplies sent by boat
r from Klang.
The Government took over the building before World
41 and in the mid-1950s, it was the Federal
blishment Office. Later it housed the Ministry of
sport and after that, the Registry of Societies.
was then tastefully rencvated and turned into the
strial Court and the impressive timber staircase inside
restored, Five court rooms, separate chambers for
president and a library were also built
Across Lebuh Pasar Besar (the old Market Street), is
nfokraf building, designed by A.C. Norman, which
a'permanent display of Malaysian handicraft items
urists and a souvenir shop. Its original occupant,
it was built in 1896, was the headquarters of the
ated Malay States Railway. It was later expanded to
the Selangor Public Works Department. Much later,
nk Pertanian (Agriculture Bank) and the PWD had
fices there,
eross the Gombak river is the High Court buiiding,
in 1904 and designed by A.C. Norman. A fire
d the High Court building in December 1992,
Br, case hearings continued at Bangunan Sultan
Samad and the process of faw was not derailed.
85 since been renovated into a five-storied
1o house eight High Courts, an Appeal Court,
chambers and several Sessions Courts.

The Grand Ofed Lady
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Next to it is the former City Hali building, another A.C.
Norman design dating back to 1896. Originally housing
the KL Sanitary Board, it became the KL Municipality in
1948. it then evolved into the City Hall and the city
administrators shifted in soon after. it also housed a
theatre for many years.

Adjoining it is @ fong narrow building with an
impressive facade of arches facing Jalan Tun Perak
(formerly Java Street). This was the Information
Department and was built by Norman in 1909. It was used
vy the Federated Malay States Survey Department and
fater the Tourist Development Corporation before the
Information Department moved in.

The ofd City Hall and Information Department
buildings have undergone an RM20-million corversion
into a lower courts complex housing 30 Magistrate’s and
Sessions Courts.

A bridge was built recently to fink Bangunan Sultan Abdul
Samad with the former Ceneral Post Office (which i now
located at Dayabumi. a short walk away) and thankfully
the architect was sensitive to the Moorish designs of the
wwo buildings

The existing building was constructed hetween October
1894 and Apnl 1897 under Norman's supervision

Today. the Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad fooks clegant
and grand, befitting its status as a symbol of the city

Oriental Style

Though A.C. Norman has been credited with the design of
the building, he was not directly responsible for the
Moaorish archirecture.

He had drawn ground plans for the building and a My
Bidwell drew an elevation in classical Renaissance, but their
boss, Mr CF. Spooner, State Engineer and Director of the
Public Works Department, changed the plans




The Grened Oled Ly

hough | didl ot ke 1l dessen, adopted the amangement

he offices and the gencral Jmes T ihen deaided on 1he

phametan s swvle and i due coensg
it it in with an cstnae tar 152 000 A Mohammedan
Jr Spooner was larer eported assaving. Style ..

Mr Spooner who ad carlicr served s

fon, telt that an orentad stvle was mare m keeping with
tropical ensironment

The toundation stone was Lasd by the Governor o
Straits Setdements. Sa Charles BH Muochell on o
tober 1894

The Selosier fowvisal reported Decoratons were the order

flags and plan-adormed walls gave s gav an aspedtas possible
awhat is never a very cheerful sighe the beginnmy al
ge building

The Governorsard Tt grand thing o budd fioe pubilic

AC Nomsan then presented the Governor with ‘a very
indsome silver rowel widh vory handle and gofd bands

Inacavity below the foundation stone. the Coverner placed

traits Trading Company and a copy of the current edinion o
the Selangor Lol

| Above the toundation stane was built " handome lock
fower 140 feet 43 metrest Togh n the Anabesgue sivle, which
5 to form the mae feature of the frant Two other wwers
Lontaining circubar starcases formuog handsome addinons 1o
ither facade’ were bultwith the clock tower i the mddle
The two-storicd huilding had 3

metreswrde verandahs
andwas consteucted of ved bricks with imitation stone drcssings
ind a tiled root. The government otfiees were officially opened
n April 1897

On the ground floor were the Public Works Department

And Districe Oltiees, Mines Department. Lands, Audie. and
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Treasury, with cach office having 1its own vault. The Post Olfice
and the Sanitary Board were located there woo. On the firg
floor, there were ofices of the Secretariag, a State Council
Room, a Sanitary Board Hall, rooms for the Resident and other
officials and the Chinese Seeretaviac
Over the years, allsorts of government departments

have been focated there. The list includes the Federal
Treasury, the Attorney-CGeneral's Office and the
Accountant-Generals Otice. Anxious couples used
w0 queue up there o legalise their relationships at
the Marriage Registry. 1t now houses the Supreme Court

Some 4 million bricks, 2,500 barrels of cement, 18,600
pikuls of lime, 5,000 pounds of copper, 30 tons of steel and
iron and 30,000 cubic feet of timber were used to construct
the building. At $152,000, it was a bargain even at 1897 prices
Now, it is priceless

Reader's Corner

The Kuala Lumpur Memoriat Library is situated in a
heritage building that used to house the government’s
printer’s office.

Buiit in 1909, the building is a contrast from the
Moorish buifdings that surround it. Awnings which were
buiit about 50 years ago give the building a daintily
odd character.

Architects have labelled its design as neo-
Renaissance, and some think that the building is based
on Mr Bidwell's original design for the Sultan Abdul
Sernad buitding. City Hall spent RM4 million renovating
the buiiding and many original structures like the metal
pillars inside were left intact.

The lisrary officially opened on 29 March 1989, and
started off with a collection of 1,000 books. it also offered
research and exhibition facilities on Kuala Lumpur. Since
its opening, it has become a chess centre 100, and has
hosted numerous tournaments.



Field of Independence

Dataron Merdeka

Jalan Roja

ne of the first places where toursts will be diopped aft
in a ity tour of Kuale Lumpur v Dataran Merdeka
Merdeka Squarc:. Thev will be shown the oral park at one
end where the Roman columns and tountams are At the ather
ad, they will see o huge lagpole whichas the tour giide will
doubtedly storny them s the talfesin the world
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The Cop's Fountain

‘The fountain at the corner of the Padang opposite the
Standard Chartered Bank was built in 1897, in memory
of Steve Harper, an inspector of the Selangor Mifitary
Police. It was put up by the Sanitary Board at a cost of
$500-$600,

It functioned till 1950. Over the years, several attempts
1o get it to work again failed. it was left unused and in
the 19705 and 1980s, it became a huge flower pot. The
pool was filled with earth and flowering plants were
planted in it.

When the Dataran Merdeka project was completed
in late 1989, it was dismantled and reassembled
several metres away. The fountain has been functioning
ever since.

The lield itself, replanted with ornamental grass, is out of
hounds most of the time and these days only gardeners, crows
and other birds step on it

The spick and span new-look Merdeka Square s Uke a
typical showpiece—formal, struciured and impressive. But i
its previous guise as Selangor Padang, it bad more soul and
was certainly more colourtul

Fven i 1905, it was reported s The Malay Mad that the
one showplace of noble buildings was the Padang. When &
steeple has been added o the church, the Padang will he
flanked on three sides by buildings not unworthy of the capitat
of the Federated Malay States”

In 1880, the Padang was not ‘the fevel and even sward
which Dataran Merdeka now is. The aorthern part, near where
the Anglican Church stands today, and the scetion opposite it
was swampy, and much of the flat fand was a clearing used lor
vegetable cultivation and fruie trees. FLC Syers. the
superintendent of police, used to shoot snipe at the northern
end in the mornings.
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Police were statwoned i Kuala Lumpue inder the able A
dership of Syorein 1875 Svers was aremarkable

—when he 1ok over as Tncpector of Police in Inspector §
angor, he was onlv 23 years old at23 ...
When the police headquarters, called dhe Yo

s built at Bludt Road. the harracks for polcemen werc

tructed nearby on lTower ground, somewhere near where

lan Tangsi is today

~ The police aed the Hat centre portion of the nearby Hield

drills and parades and that was why o became known as

Parade Ground. 1t was only ater the ongmal Selangor

b was built in 1884, where S Marys Church now stands,

it became known as Club Padaug or simply the Padang

fater, Selangor Padang

During the bulding hoom o the 18805 3 brickksln was

guilt on or near the Padang and Yap Al Loy had b prison

ewhere near the sue of Stndard Chartered Bank ithen

ed Chartercd Bank of India, Ausrabia and Chinai

, Strong and Friendly

© many Malaysians, banking is Standard Chartered. This
pcause the established bank has been operating in
peninsula since the early days of Kuala Lumpur's
relopment.

As early as 1888, the bank—then called the Chartered
nk of India, Australia and China—had a branch in
a Lumpur.

ts reputation as a safe and sofid bank was further
ented by a series of adver in
print and television media in the 1970s which featured
iant Sikh guard and the siogan 'Big, Strong, Friendly!
slogan has lived on in the minds of Malaysians
ough that particular advertising campaign was
ontinued a long time ago,

To solve the problem of having a reliable banking
lem, the Chartered Bank of India, Austraiia and
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China was invited to operate in Kuala Lumpur by the
Government and in 1888, it set up a branch at a
shophouse at Clark Street (now called Jalan Mahkamah
Tinggi). ts building near the Padang was completed
in 1891, and that site was chosen because it was
near the potice headquarters at Biutf Road (now
Jatan Bukit Aman) and hence, could be easily guarded.

Latle was done to level the Padang ull the Chinese houses
{acing it were demolished in 1894 1o make way for the
construction of the Covernment Offices

1t was when Emest Birch ook over as Resident m 1892
that the Padang was fevelled and made suitable for cricket
pames and other sports. Ernest Birch was a keen cricketer
and was chiefly sesponsible for making the game popular in
Kuala Lumpur.

Trying to Fit an Oval Into a Rectangle

Cricket, that quintessential British sport, was so important
to the colonial administrators that they often selected
recruits based on their ability to play the game.

Cricket in KL received a boost with the arrival of (later
Sir) Emest Birch who came to act as Resident after the
departure of Maxwell in 1892. Ernest Birch, son of JWW,
Birch, who was murdered as Resident of Perak in 1875,
had come to the Straits Settlements around 1880.

in Singapore, he excelied in cricket and his dexterity
in the game was noted in official records. Thus, during
his stint in KL, he got his priorities right and 'the raising
and turfing of a portion of the Parade Ground was
completed, the cricket pitch was formed and put in good
order, and the swamp at the lower end of the ground
near the Chartered Bank was partially filled’

Cricket was played as early as 1884, but the
preparation of a proper ‘squere’ for pitches and
improvements date from the time Birch took over
as Resident.
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Generally cricket was played with seriousness but
1893, a light-hearted match reportedly occurred
__ Batween ladies and men. To make it equal, the men were
bowl and field with their left hands only and to bat
h broomsticks.

The Resident's wife started the Ladies’ innings and
as soon out for a duck. Other members of the ladies’
am fared aimost as badly and the men, to be expected,
n the rather boisterous game.
The reporter offered his helpful opinion: ‘One
oncluding word of advice to the ladies; the grand rute
‘whist, silence, should also be observed while fielding.
Cricket was an obsession, and many a job seeker
ould be asked if he played the game. If he did, he stood
better chance of being employed than the other
plicant who did not.

This colonial tradition filtered down to the natives and
soon playing cricket at the Padang was the dream
f almost every schoolboy.

“The Padang has been graced by some of cricket's
reat names such as David Gower, Rohan Kanhar, Lesiey
|, Farouk Engineer and Sir Gary Sobers,

Fans stili recalt the game in 1864 when Sir Gary was
led first ball, in other words a first ball duck, by
pinner Dr Alex Delilkan.

Old-timers will recall the 1927 game when an All-
ayan 11 beat a strong Australian team.

Ptaying cricket at the Padang was so prestigious that
Bnts would buy their sons new flannels when they
de their debut at the holy ground of Malaysian cricket.
eters would dress up for the occasion by wearing
rkiing clean garments. It was a major event in a
eter's life, a coming of age of sorts.

in 1988, there was a hue and cry when cricketers,
hy of whom were Selangor Club members, found out
1their holy ground would be dug up to make way for
Underground parking project. They were afraid that
the new padang was created, it would be too smail
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for cricket to be played on. During this uproar, they
discovered that the Padang had never been large enough
for & proper cricket oval anyway.

For the hundred years before that, cricketers at the
Padang had been trying 1o fit an oval into a rectangle
which was never wide enough to begin with

The Padang measured 259 metres by 113 metres. The
Dataran Merdeka measured 72 metres by 975 metres,
because there was a tiled walkway around the field and
a section at the southern end was alfocated for the giant
flagpole. A proper cricket oval measures 160 metres by
142 metres. The Padang was long enough, but it was
never wide enough for cricket—the holy ground of the
game had never been perfect.

But that did not deter the cricketers. A final game
between Royal Selangor Club and Kumta Kinte Cricket
Club in a Stoner Shield match was held on 8 May 1988
before the bulldozers scarred the fieid forever.

However, there was good news for the fans of the
sport. In May 1991, some 7 months after the Dataran
Merdeka's official opening, workers sterted laying a 27
by 10.8-metre artificial turf on the fietd. During
construction of Dataran Merdeka, the contractor
had created a special concrete foundation for the
wicket. But the originat cow-grass had been replaced by
the ornamental and more fragile zygosia grass and
cricketers had to wear soft-scled shoes in order not to
damage the turf.

Some time later, cricket was played again at the
former Padang, but purists complained that it was not
the same any more.
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Upkeep and improvement of the Padang was the
ponsibility of the Sanitary Board lrom 1890 onwards and
Jevelling of the entire Padang was completed by 1895
The Padang brcame the centre Jor all types of sposts In
dition to the cricket pitch m the contre there were twao
nis courts near the club and foothall felds at the north and
sth ends

’s Underground
en the bulldozers and workers started work in the
dang, they were like ants tunnelling their way into the
rt of Kuala Lumpur,
Removing the red earth by truckloads, the Padang
& turned into a gigantic hole. And as a reminder of
ala Lumpur's beginnings, the diggers struck tin. It
d always besn rumoured that beneath the Padang
a wealth of tin. The Land and Mines Department
d 1o send officers to check on the workers to ensure
at they were merely removing the earth and not mining
area.
initially the plan was for a three-level underground
plex of parking bays and shops. Due to time and
ancial constraints, a single-tevel underground parking
rea incorporating some shops at the southern end was
at a cost of RM20 miltion.
Work began in May 1988 and proceeded smaothly,
gh there was a slight delay initially due to a legal
e between the main contractor and a sub-contractor.
& surface level featuring the new-look padang with
mental grass and giant flagpole was completed
ctober 1989, in time for the Commonwealth
s of Government Meeting. The giant flagpole
sures 102 metres and is the taliest in the world. The
us holder of the title, standing at 87.7 metres, is in
couver, Canada.
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Beneath the hastily buift, but still passably pretty
surface, work continued for aimost another year.

Underground, there were 615 parking bays, 26 hawker
stalls and 83 shoplots. The shopkeepers opened for
business with great expectancy of & goldrush of tourists.
The rush came in the form of flood waters and the
drainage in the area had fo be improved.

Some time fater, the shops closed one by one due to
lack of business. Some had consulted feng shui masters
and the culprits were identified as ancient trees in front
of the main entrances which prevented good luck from
entering the underground sheps. Since they were
regarded almost as heritage trees, they could not be
chopped down and the shops kept on closing
one by one.

Then a project o revive the underground commercial
area was launched and the Plaza Putra was created. This
project comprised a food court, fast food outlets,
restaurants, cinemas and an indoor golf centre. Business
picked up somewhat and there has not been much further
deveiopment after that,

Recently, a drama centre was opened there, providing
KL residents with  hall for plays and comedy sketches.

More than a century down the road, the Padang is
stili the centre of activities.
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 Muddy Pool

o Padang was alss 1 ccatre of cateramment. with
dstand for musical performances

Comprising manlv Filipinos. the Police Band beld concerts
are twice a week Selangor Club members wore entertamed
@ popular tunes of the time while they sippud them stesgain
 Whenever it rined heavily, the Klang rver buestits banks
nd the low- Ty Padang was ofien ooded Tn 1926, 4 heavy
ent of rain tmed the Padiing 1nto a e muddy poot

 Asiteerhared bwver by dhe nanne of

Fiotd of Indvpendence

%% wagered that hie could swim rom e swam across I

e Selangor Cliub w0 the government the Fadang ...
- offices without touching the ground
Bemni, whose olfice was at Kivae Steet apparently won the

- L but it was not recorded «f D wilver har was tinted brown
e

o
%me mud
-
= Chartered Bank tried 1o seal as nnderground vanlt with

ent. but water seeped mand when the flood was over s

ff took out onthons of dollars m currency notes o he

read out ke that
In 1913, the coronation of King George Vowas celebrated

thered there tor the occason. Shouts of Cod save the King
re heard

From 1918 Armistice Day celebrations w
adang on 11 November every year, Members of the Malavan

.-
_
-

held at the

ice Volunteer Reserve. Malavan Volunteer Intanby. ey

—
e
_ servicemen and the police paraded at the Padang. [t is not

.
 Tugby game, o foothall match. cricket or @ marching band

ident coald it refax on the held and chat with a fread or

ply watch the world o by
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Cruising on the Green Carpet

The Selangor Padang has always been the centre of
activities in Kuala Lumpur. Some were quite unweicome,
especially those that took place in the mid-1980s.

While the pondans strutted their stuff at one end of
the Padang outside the Anglican Church, a different
crowd gathered at the opposite end, where the fountain
was located.

The gay community of Kuala Lumpur emerged from
closets and gathered to, well, get 10 know each other
better. The stang word for such activity is ‘cruising'

They even had their own name for the Padang—the
Green Carpet. Cruising at the Green Carpet was the finale
of their Saturday night revelries.

When the cops cracked down on the pondans, the
gays were also intimidated and slowly became less visible.
Some returned to the closet white others found clubs to
cruise in.

Silence of the Girls
Recently, a big hoo-ha was made over boh sia giris
hanging out at the ceremonial field.

‘Boh sia' Is Hokkien for ‘no sound’ Nobody knows
why or how that term came to be used to describe the
sex-starved teenaged girls who hung out at the Padang
and nearby Jalan Mahkamah Persekutuan. These
promiscuous girls were said 1o enjoy picking up guys or
luring them for some steamy sex.

Most of the guys who hung out there were bikers
(calted Mat Biker in Matay slang) who raced on the streets
of the city, or long-haired grunge-rock lovers (called
Mat Rock).




Field of Independence

This new phenomena was condemned by the
jovernment as symptomatic of the decaying social fabric
f the secular, modern world and as another example of
i@ hedonism of the West creeping into the East and
stroying Asian values,

‘When the police rounded up the boh sia girls, some
re packed off to welfare homes while others were sent
ck 1o their parents

The girls vanished from the scene and there was
jence at the Padang.

Whencever there was asimportant fuotbafl or rughv match

ige crowd would be at the Padang cheermg the players on

en a misdirccted foothall would hownce unto Tadan Rajam
nt of Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad and cars would sereech
swerve to avord berng hit by the ball

It was renamed Merdeka Sauare Independence Square
ause it was at the Padang that the Ulman Lack of the Bosly
lonial power was lowered and the Malavan tlag rased 2
dnight on 30 August 1957

Some 20,006 people were thes
witness the histore moment

Just before npdaighe the banks of Hloodlights were
ed off and there was a hush as evervhody trned o
k at the giant clock on the tower of the government
ices. Whea the clock started chimmg at the first stroke
midnight. the Tiches were swached onand the polce
d plaved God Sare The Oueer as the Union fack was
ered. Immediately after that dhe hand plaved Negoa
@'as Tunku Abdul Rahman, who hecame the naton’s
t Prime Minister saluted the Malayan flag which was
ing raised. Shouts of ‘Merdekat Merdeka! resounded
oughout Kuala Lumpur in the fiest fow mimutes of
dependence Day
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New Phase, New Face
Merdeka Square has been deemed such a success that
City Hait has embarked on Phase Two of the project.

This entaited the demolition of two buildings, which
are old but not considered heritage buildings. These were
the Malaysian Civil Servants’ Sports Club and the
Selangor Recreation Club, both situated in front of the
Royal Sefangor Club.

Being built is Kuala Lumpur’s first efectronic library
and a gallery costing RM26 million, which will be ready
in 2002. The library will have 200,000 reference books
and wilt complement the Kuala Lumpur Memoriat Library.
The project was supposed to have been compieted in
1988, but work began only in late 1999

Bank of Exhibits

The former Chartered Bank building, which was
constructed in 1891 at the junction of Jalan Rajs and
Jatan Suitan Hishamuddin, now houses the Nationat
Museum of History.

Opened in February 1996, it has sections on the
pre-historic era, proto-historic era, and traces the
country's history from the age of the sultanates to the
modern Malaysian government. It features an interesting
saction on the mysterious Megalithic culture of pre-
Islamic Malaya.

The star attractions are the three-storied building itself,
designed by A.C. Norman, and the Dong S'on drums and
bell which date from 500 B.C.




God Has Eyes

the Angfican Chorch

Jalan Rajo

Aot e

he firct Anghean church was at Blutt Road and
it was a timber structure wheey corld accommodate 94
people. Built i the 18804 1 cont $1.3603 with the Selangor
ernment contribatimg $500

Tn 1893, it was decided thata farger churchwould be built
d an appeal rancd $5.108. The State Government wpped
another $5 000

An adventisement was published asking architects to submit
805 and the new church was buftin the

arly Faghish Cothic
le. The site at the northern end of the Padang on which the
#

ag
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orgmal Selangor Club had been was deemaed suitable and the
picce of Jand was levelled and plansed wath rees and Howers

Since it was the era of the Bratish Empiee. the Churchof
Pngland was the de facio official church

The church, completed i 1804 became the place for
the Eaghsh settlers to soualise, Bowas both an expresaon
ot thewr identty and an expression of snobbery, given
the class culture of the Fnghsh at the ame

Gublick said: The Sunday morning service at 11 am
was i the natre of a parade. The men came intop hats
and long b

ack voats The women were in fong silk o
muslin dresses. with hats or bonnets, gloves and even
veile T was an occasion oo in which the sense of officd
hicrarchy found cxpression The Resident was the seniar
member of the congregation, with a watchial eve 10 wee
whether the rank and file of the bureaucracy were all
present and correet Any gumor official whe absented
himselt for two Sundays runmiog was likely o receve
an official reproot

He added Inssde the church, a wizeable chor fed the
somgag o the accompaniment of a harmomam. Over thar
heads the heavy air of the enclosed buddmg moved shiggishty
cnder the swish of the penkabs. pulfed by Tamil puckod wallads
ottsde ugging on ropes

A cennury later, the church somehow attracted

another kind of congregasion. just as well dressed. but

% with difterentmtentons, However, itwas sullin the
. ( ;} nature ot a parade
/ Outside the church dirmg Saturday anhts n
the late 1980+ pondanc lined Jalan Raia plying theic
trade. Dressed in the sexiest and skimpiese of
costumes, wearing wigs and high heels they vhowed
ot thesr artificially-enhanced badics. oblivious o the holy
natre of the building nearby Naturally, the gates of the church
were padlocked

20




Gl Hies Fyes

Carons passers-by and potennal costomers gathered an dhe

| reerabone s B selbog ol Dk e
@Wninx the place i Ganspacked speciac e where funaned

xcitement bsted ull the swee hours
 Therewerecomplamis of course trom the churdhcaunal
-

 gndthemanbenanthe S b The b complaned
nmonl grounds while the lanter felcrncomtortable with e h

=

ss-dressers piving Uhean s gt et o e posh b
_ cannot he domed, however dhatauite cnanber o the <luly

 membersstiolled dows the toad. perhaps oug ol canosis

The authorities wore forced o act and police raded

arrested the sondase and chased awas the

—
=

s retreated

AL the City Centre. 1.i- P

= ' ; Bl e :
- d e . ;
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The Mother of All Markets

Jutan Petaling

n 1895 Peialing Streer darng Chimese New Year was
described as lmned on cach sade by sl Gowded mevery
gonceivable crook and canne by Clinese. nwo contmuens
lines of carrages gharves and okshas wome o cithe
irection. Chisese “hands” plaving on the Lisst foor of
emingly cvery house, a wlarmg sun g blinding dust and a
trong odour af conkimy ete. Hoated around

Nothing mi h

et have changed. though the muse
these days js more likely 1o come from Lpancse mimn oo
ather than Chinese bands

Tt is still Crowded. though the aitnmens are now quite
Multiracial me luding numerous camera and e ander g
Laucasian and lapancse wurats The Camages and rickohas

nd cven trshiws: have been rephiced by Proton Sagas, but

ek
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the s s still glassg the dusesull blinds and she sieongg endom
at cocking sufl fimgers around

thimgs on sale has also mereased

Fhe ranpe o
dramatically Now. there are Tows of stems which woukd ne
lrave been avadable 1 Yap Al Lovs nae like Russin
telescopes, binoailar: watches and cameras imitation Roleves

asd Tag Heuers: fake Loves 361 and Armanteans: madem

Nrnartg Fard Rock Cate and Beseton Tshirts, made i Cher
et and Towns Vuiteon bags. prrated music Cassetios
and VO

Petaling Street was oou of the st Jow roads to be named
i Rasala L and 1 bas retarned ws onginal name Beton

1880, there were probably only seven strects in Kuals

Lumpur - Market Street. Padoh Street, Java Street. Bligh
Street, Ampang Strect, Cross Street and Petaling Street

Petaling Street was named thus becasse 1t was the road
that led to the tin mines 1 the Petaling arca

bt the Chinese gave it a difterent name Shu Choog
Kaiwhich was Cantonese tor Tapioca Factory Road. This
was because Yap Ah Loy had built a tapioca endl ar Petating
Steeet which wimed the wber into doue [nan carly exsampte
of alocal coplovimg the services of oragn consultant the
old Kapitan Cina bired an English engineer to oy the mtl
which had an cight-horepower cngme. [Cwas possibly the
carliest example of vanster of technofogy in these pasts

1 the Late 18708, be had planted lots of taproca nn his land
and hes partner i this ventire was Sultan Abdul Samad who
invested $3,000

Tupioca Mill

Yap Ah Loy alvo owned 12,000 acres of land along the road
fetween Damansara and kuala Lumpur and e had plansned
1o plant wpioca on 1t However. the apioca venture did not
Lake olf a5 well as it was cxpected becanse the oxen in the
plantation were killed by disease and the price of tproca 1ot
m 18RO
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Nobody i certaim when the tapioea anll cosed - probably

ome vears after the death of Yap Ah Lo in 1555 bt the

1t has become Lamats for nuany dungs such s the longan
how ko drank 12 medicimal brew sehich s said 1o reduce

ee\mlm of phlesms sall in front of Homs Leong bank

wner amassed cnough monev. 1t was demolished to make way
r a five-storey busldimg 1, Koon Kee 1oy s wantan mee and
jew Brothors for its momy pele troast pork shicest The ken
ian Kee shop at the corner of Peraling Strevtand fatan 1 ang
kir is well kaown tor s Hokkren mee Talan Fang Tokis
I i known for ity row of florists who wed o have dhen
fls along the mam road. now they operate from sidelanes

Chinatown was also known for as exotic food. Tn the

me might consider divpusting. Oftered

ome foodstalls were squirrel or uana - Anteater
aeat, turtle or anteater soup Rumour has soup anyone... 5
that dog meat was served oo 4

ipressive with ther simple dressing And lack of ostentation

v”%m they have Mereedes Benz cars parked in the backlanes

e in bungalows. watch satelliee television and spend ther
wolidays in Hony Kong

Aman who sed tosell kaya tegg jam ) made enough money

send his children overseas for higher cducation

Petaling Strect is filled with such success stories that were

Pical of the overseas Chinese. Flowever. the hard-luck cases

ks
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ended up begging and sleeping on five-foot ways or reating
canvas beds at Petaling Street shophouses

Business in Petaling Street is still business. though things
have evolved over the years. The Swiss Inn, a quaint botel
with 110 rooms, has opencd. [t is connected 1o a few
shophouses along Jalan Sultan, the road next to Petaling Street.
Several budget hotels can now be tound in Chinatown

And at least two stalls with huge metal cauldrons containing
herbal was have opened selling ‘cooling” concoctions and
guilinguo, a black jelly

The historical importance of Petaling Strect and 2
neighbouring Sultan Street has been recognised by City Hall
which has decreed chat the Chinatown area will be a heritage 3
zone and no more development projects will be approved

Chinatown will be lTeftas it s

Assembly of Towkays

Some of the richest Chinese towkays are represented at
the Setangor Chinese Chamber of Commerce housed
in the Chinese Assembly Hall, a European-styled building
buiit in the 1920s, at the end of Petaling Street along
Bulatan Merdeka.

‘The Chinese towkays in the early days were a fractious
lot divided along dialect groups with the Cantonese and
Hakkas getting at eech other's throats every now and
then. it took a considerable amount of diplomatic skilf
and a reconciliatory spirit to get all the towkays under
one roof without it tumbling down on them.

The persons who worked hard to achieve unity among
the towkays were Loke Yew and San Ah Wing, the latter
of whom was described as ‘a public spirited gentleman’.

The first meeting of the Selangor Chinese Chamber
of Commerce was held on 27 March 1904, chaired by
Loke Yew on neutral ground-the premises of the
Selangor Miners’ Association. Loke Yew, who was also
chairman of the miners’ association, became the first
president of the chamber while San Ah Wing was its
secretary. There were 20 committee members.
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Loke Yew donated $50,000 towards the fund for a
‘huilding on a site that was reserved for use as a
ot for immigrant cociies. Construction of the building
more problematic than expected.
The European contractor got into some difficulty and
the scene. Meanwhile, costs were rising and the
fgor Government rescinded the land title because
project was stuck. The Chinese Chamber of
wnerce and the Sefangor Miners’ Association, afraid
they would be left out of the project, insisted on
g given space in the new buiiding.
eciding what to name the building posed more
pblems. When Sun Yat Sen became a hero of the
sinese revolution against the Manchu Ching Dynasty,
nors insisted on naming the building after him.
But when viceroy Chen Chiung Ming drove Sun Yat
out of Canton city, they had a change of heart. Chen
@ Fui Chiu Hakka, the same dialect group that Yap
Loy belonged to,
The Hakka towkays, who still had some influence in
Lumpur then, turned around and insisted that Sun
- Sen's name should be dropped. Instead, they
posed another name for the Assembly Hatl-Yap Shak
I, after Yap Ah Loy's successor as Kapitan Cina, Yap
Shak.
As was normal in such disputes among the Chinese
ose days, the problem was solved by the white man.
‘the fray stepped the British Resident who gave the
iiding a neutral name~Chinese Assembly Hall-and
e a ruiing that no bust or portrait of any Chinese
ay shoutd be placed in it
The hall today is used for trade fairs and exhibitions
anised by people from all dialect groups.

Petaling Streetstarted as a shopping steet which was upen
bring daylight hours. Over the years, the stalls opened for
Onger hours and as more people turned up for late- night
Pping, the pasar malam came into being, with the stalls lit
Y kerosene pressure lamps or carbide flame lamps. Now strings
 electrical light bulhs and fluorescent tubes are used
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Such pasar malams have become common throughots

Malaysin—they are all descendants of Petaling Strect

Caring Clansmen

The herd mentality—safety in numbers'—~was the driving
force behind the setting up of clan organisations among
overseas Chinese communities. Starting out in a foreign
1and, they depended on these clan organisations for
comfort, compani ip and hetpr dical or monetary
during bad times.

One example is the Chan See Shu Yuen Temple at
the end of Petaling Street—a handsome buiiding
elaborately decorated with little figurines on its walls and
curved roofs. Built in 1806 to serve the Chan, Chin and
Tan families, it is the oldest clan house in Kuala Lumpur
and was buitt as a replica of the Chen Clan Classical
Learning Academy in Guangzhou, China.

The clans group was set up earlier, in 1897, by tin
miners and businessmen Chan Sow Lin, Chin Choon,
Chin Sin Hee and Chin Choy Thin. The founders had
donated seven shophouses to the temple, but
construction stopped in 1902 when one of the founders
died and the fortunes of the others took a dip.

inthat same year, another tin miner called Chan Choy
Thim made a vow during the Spring ancestral worship
ceremony that he wouid complete the building of the
temple if the gods of fortune could help him in his
business. As fate would have it, he prospered and the
tempie was finally completed in 19086.

But apparently, the clansmen did not consuit feng
shui experts because iater on, a practitioner of the art of
geornancy opined that the tempie was in the jaws of the
white tiger, which explained the lack of success among
the clansmen.

“The clansmen claim that the feng shui changed for
the better with the completion of the nearby Chin Woo
stadium which has a large swimming poo, the Merdeka
Stadium and the Merdeka roundabout in front of the
temple which has a fountain (now disused). The swimming
poot and fountain apparently symbolised wealth.




On Higher Ground

Jatan Tun H.S, lee

twas catled High Street simply hecatise it was an
higher ground. a short walk from the swampy baoks of
e Klang river

Running almost paralle] to Petaling Steeet, High Street o
e of the aldest roads in Kuala Lumpur 1ike other places in
is part of the ity now called Chinatown. @ wan peopled
mainly by the Chmese who set up husinesses on the ground
ors of their shophowses while lving on the wpper floor,

In some ot these shophouses. the tcher ones amony the
or rented rooms, while those io really bad financial shape

ted beds These toldable canvas heds were placed along

re made up of all of ther worldly possessions wrapped n
ces of cloth

oting in Chinatown
inatown was the scene of at least two riots.
In 1897, the dacing riot broke out quite suddeniy. The
ging is a weighing instrument made up of a catibrated
oden rod and a metal pan attached to it by thick strings.
object to be weighed is placed on the pan, while a
unterweight is moved up or down the rod which is
ended in the middle. The dacing was commonly
in the old days, but has since been replaced by
dern weighing machines and electronic digital
dels. [t is the symbol of the Nationat Front, the political
ition which has governed Malaysia for as long as
@ can remember.
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The dacing, like other weighing machines, can be
‘adjusted’ to cheat the buyer. In 1897, the police
contiscated several ‘adjusted’ dacing and traders were
forced to buy new ones. Only one shop had them in stock.

Word soon spread that the ‘adjusted’ dacing were
confiscated 1o increase the business of that particular
shop and an angry crowd gathered in front of it. Soon,
the crowd became unruly and people started stoning
the shop.

Police surrounded the crowd and it was reported that
they made a bayonet charge which dispersed the angry
crowd. But the gangs of people regrouped and the rioting
threataned to turn uglier.

The Resident, Rodger, and an officer called H.C.
Ridges rode into Chinatown and told the crowd that they
wouid ‘stand no nonsense’ from the people.

in 1912, the tauchang riots erupted for different
reasons. tn 1911, the Manchu Ching Dynasty in China had
peen overthrown and one of the first things the reformers
wanted was to discard the practice of Chinese menfolk
keeping queues (pigtails) and shaving the front part of
their heads. This had been made mandatory by the
Manchu rulers, partly to demoralise and to ridicute the
Chinese. In 1912, many Chinese in Kuala Lumpur still had
their gueues.

During the Chinese New Year season of 1912, tin mine
workers from outstation gathered in Kuala Lumpur to
shop and have some fun. ‘By way of amusement, they
started throwing Chinese sand-crackers into Petaling
Street houses!

Gullick continued: As the ribaldry increased, some
of the crowd began 1o drag Chinese ricksha-pulters into
nearby barber shops and cut off their queues. What
began as a joke soon expanded into a riot which iasted
a week. Old scores between different dialect and
clan groups in the Chinese community tlared up into
open fighting’

Rioting spread to tin mines outside Kuala Lumpur
and a serious fight took place in Ampang. The police
tried hard o keep things under control and the rioting
soon faded away.
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and clansmen asociations. some swviving alf today. A
jew shops advertined 1n the fimt e of The Aafay Al on
4 Decenber 1896, These included wateh and clock maker
lee Woh at No. 93, and Siew Sang at No 48, which dealc
pancse U

While many rich Chinese towhavs hud lalan Ampang

the site of todavs Lo Rubber Building

Over the vears. High Street evolved and 1ty name was

nged 1o ladan Bawdar and Later Lalaa Tun 1S ee 10 honot

a founding tather of the naton

Businesses have Changed hands and some modern bukdings
' ave replaced nld ones but lafan Tan LS Tee today sult hears

 some resemblance 0 the High Street of ancient anes

In the carly parc of the 20t cenury. the section of High

treel near Yap Ah Loy Stre

twas calied Ng Chee Tang five

nterns in Cantonese s hecause there were five od street Tamps

asmall square in the middle of the road Unul around 1855
onut o was used as fuel for street lamps That same vea

e 0il lamps on wonden posts were rephaced by kerosere Limgs

Aron posts

For some reason. thes arca ateracted goldsmiths Fren today

-
 that section has a row of goldsmiths which brings ar huge

ds. Seated outside these shops are guards,

stly ex-cervicemen. armed with shotens. Goldsmiths I 4
The road also has several shops selling galore

—porcelarn plates, bowls, vases
s, cups and tea sets Near s gmenon with lalan Cheng
ock is the Hang Leong Building. behind whicl i the St Sz

i are two popalar arist destinations —the Kwong Siew
ple and opposite it, the S Maha Maramman Teple
Te the Silver Charot used for the procession of Murugan
et Caves duing Tharpusam s kept
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The Temple of Boom

The story of the Sri Maha Mariamman Temple is
connected to that of Thamboosamy Pillai, the richest and
most infiuential indian in the Kuata Lumpur of his time.

Thamboosamy Pillai was born around 1850 in
Singepore and studied at Raffles Institution. After his
education, he worked as a legal clerk for a Singaporean
law firm.

When a partner of the firm, Mr J.G. Davidsen, was
sent to Selangor in 1875 to take up the post as the first
British Resident. His able assistant, Thamboosamy Piilai,
tagged along. Pillai later became the chief clerk in the
Treasury and left the civil service in 1888 to try his hand
in business. Tin mining in Rawang was his first venture,
and it is for that mine and the electricity it introduced to
Malaya that he is remembered till today, along with his
partner Loke Yew.

As his fortune grew, he built the road from Kuala
Lumpur to Rawang and further on to Kuata Kubu Baru,
Loke Yew, perhaps the richest man in Malaya then, was
his partner in several ventures.

He also developed coffee estates in the vicinity of
Klang and became owner of much property at Java Street,
the poputar shopping area of town. Thamboosamy Pillai
died in 1802, but he left a legacy that is still important to
the city today.

Robson described him as someone who ‘knew
everybody and was known 1o everybody.. 8 leading light
in Selangor Club... afmost an institution in himself... keenly
interested in racing, and a curry tiffin at his house on the
Batu Road was something to remember’.

One of his most important legacies is the $ri Maha
Mariamman Temple, Founded in 1873 and originally sited
somewhere near the raitway station, it was relocated to
High Street in 1885. The original attap structure was
demolished in 1887 and a brick building was erected.
That structure was demolished in 1964.

The existing buildings date from 1965. The impressive
gopuram (gateway) was built in 1972 and the tempie
building dates from 1068,




Mariamman was popuiarly worshipped by overseas
ians, especially Tamils, because it was fooked upon
@Qheir protector during their sojourn in foreign lands.
Sri Maha Marlamman Temple is not only the oldest
ple in Malaysia but also the richest. A 1986 report
it that it owned shops, goid and land worth about
0-$30 mitlion. it had an annual income of $2 million
donations, rentals and payments for tempie services.
1t is one of the most important temples in Kuala
pur because every Thaipusam, the Sitver Chariot with
e statuettes of Murugan and his consorts—Valli and
yanni-leaves its gates at around 4 am. Pulled by
e bullocks, it makes its way to the Batu Caves. Usually,
large crowd wili wait outside the temple from as early
3 am and when the huge gates open, musicians and
drummers will break into song and the crowd will start
chanting at the sight of the brightly-tit chariot

The management committee which runs the Sri Maha
lamman Tempie also supervises the Subramaniam
fempie in the Batu Caves and the Sri Vinayagar Temple
at Court Hill (where the Maybank tower is sited) near
Jalan Pudu Lama

Chariot of the Gods

The Siiver Chariot bearing the idol of Murugan and his
onsorts, that is used for the Thaipusam procession
annually, made its debut in 1983. it was built at a cost of
$350,000 using 350 kilogrammes of silver.

The chariot was made in India and shipped here in
parts to be assembled. A team of carpenters and
traftsmen from India were in Kuala Lumpur for several
onths to get it in shape. It is 6.5 metres tal, and has
240 bells and a pair of horses on it.

Before the Sitver Chariot, a wooden one was used
which was made in 1930 by Indian craftsmen at a cost
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B

Ko Sivwr Tewpe

The Kwong Siew Temple, built in 1888 and managed by
the Kwong Siew Association, was receatly refurbiched

At the junction of fatan Tun F1S Lee and Tatan Sultan i
one of Kuala Fumpurs tew comservation projects. A row of
prewar shophouses has been converted into a modern
shopping complexthe UDA-Ocean shopping centre
Opposite it is another conservation project which 1s an
extension of the shappiag centre and the two projects are
linked by an acrial bridge

Jalan Tun HS. Lee cads somewhere nwar the watfic police
headauarters and the old Hligh Street police stavon. Next to
the rafhic police headauarters s the origmal Victoria Inseitation

which was recently damaged ina tire
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Helluva Hazard

The Selangor Golf Club
Jalan Hang Jebat

Coif in Ml

hen vou fly ino Kuala Eumpar at night. you might see
two spots which are brightly lit near the Sultan
\bdul Aziz internauonal airport Hormerly known as the
bang airport!

You might think these are gigantic industraal complexes
_ powering the nation’s relentless drive towards mdustrialisation
Far from it--the only driving done in these brightly-litareas
i by Big Berthas or Killer Bees

Night golling may be had news 1o pilots, but it is good

Golf in Malaysia is now a boommy industry awracting
ngaporcans and fapancse by the thousands. The game has

50 'greened many areas which used 1o Took more like deserts

was built on an ancient Chinese graveyard on Petaling
HIlE, smack in the midst of Kuala Lampars Chinatown
11893

Bounded by Davidson Road inow called falan
lang Jebati, Shaw Road flalan Flang Tuaht and Buch Road

— alan Maharajalelal the graveyard was converted inta a goll
_ fourse for the pleasure of the colonialists while the Chinamen

obably looked on with a mixture of astonishment and

Iderment as the white masters sipped stensahs, swung < ubs

Hittle batls and swore when they missed there putis. What a
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waste of tme. the carly Chinamen miest have thought, but 4y
is evident now, things have changed a lot

With names like Swettenham, Vennmg, Syers. Flose
Spooner. Treacher, Youny and Brockman gracing the portal of
the Selangor Coll Club, the nearest any Chinaman got o
hobnobbing with such esteemed company then was probably

as 3 waiter serving tea and titfin

Skullduggery Along the Fairwgy

The caddies were Malays mainly because the Chinese would
yather not disturb the spiries which they teared could sulf be
lurking in the tormer graveyard. Most ol the skeletons however
had been disinterred and sent to China for reburral According

to Gultick. ‘the tirm rather than scientitic use of a aiblick n

the remoter parts of the rough would
oceasonally unearth a bore or a skull Unearthing a
Ceoft was a white man’s game and it bone or a skul
was only some 16 years after the chub
opened that a handful of Asans became members. One of the
furst was Towkay Choo Kia Peng
The cub was offically opened on 21 August 1893 with 30
members and the origimal clubhouse was a far cry from the
impesing <plendout of todays—it was a teat. A rich donor |
later gave money for a pavilion and a horse shed (o be burlt
According to Callick. the pavilion was at the base of the
hill and was moved in 1895 to make way tor an inanerator.
Colters teed off beside the clubhouse, which was located near -

today’s Rumah Baden Powell, and the course layout had the |

up to the former Tunku Abdul Rahiman Park and down the bill |
back to the clubhouse .
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nSat, the 2180t at o p m o consider the advisability of
orming a gl clab in Kuala Lampur, All interested are invited
attend

The drivers hehind that were the brothers Clem and loha
fassford, who owned a colfee plantation at Mount
state, Bentong Road. and Kit and Robert Medkle
0 membere of the Buropean community attended
at meeting

The Glasstord brothers and Me ATD Bernngton, Chiet
gistrate of Sclangor procecded to fay the course over fonmes
iaves and they estimated the cost ot preparmy the links and
ing them in order for one vear’ o be $300° Nime holes
e laid in time for the opening. Rather aptly. one hazard

was called Fledl et was o deep ravine trom which no

he ball back anvway
Those days the golters were a gracious [ot and women
also allowed 10 play T fact a prize was offered for 1
dies’ handicap i 15896
The British planters, miners and admensteators had

oper clubhouse at Circular Road tnow called falan Tun
2k). That club. which opened in (921, 15 now called the
al Selangor Colt Club and it has 36 holes. 1t holds the
nction of being the second oldest premieer golt clab in
4 after the Royal Cakautia

The park at Petaling Hill was later remamed after the biret
Blaysian Prime Minester. Tunke Ahdal Rafiman
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RSCG~A Royal Birdie

The Royal Selangor Goif Club at Jalan Langgak Golf, off
Jalan Tun Razak, is the mother of golf clubs in Malaysia
and was conferred the royal title in 1963. It was then the
best club around.

But during the Japanese Occupation, it was in bad
shape with its greens overgrown with weeds, fairways
dug up and trees felled. The Japanese invaders—
who at that time wieided samurai swords instead of
Mizuno clubs—oceupied the course and built barracks
for their troops.

Trees afong the fairways were chopped down and
welis dug while troops overran the clubhouse. And believe
it or not, a landing strip for airplanes was constructed at
the course.

The locals lived in squatter huts in other parts of the
course and grew vegetables, tapioca and bananas for
food because rice was in short supply.

After the war ended, it took almost three years to
rehabilitate the course and it reopened in March 1948,
The credit for reopening the course goes to Tom Verity,
who resumed his duty as the club pro after the war.

Five years later, the four nine-hole courses were
combined to form the Old Course which measures 6,328
metres and the New Course measuring 5,921 metres.
Both are par-72 courses.

The RSGC, as it is commonly catled, is on 46 hectares
of tand. When the Government decided to close the
originat course at Petaling Hill and offer the fand at
Circular Rogd, the site was being partly occupied by tin
miners and a Forestry Department research station. The
miners left after being persuaded to do so by Towkay
Choo and compensated by the authorities, while the
Forestry Department left behind the majestic tembusu
trees stifl standing today.
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From lalan Flang lehat there s astavrcase that Teads 1o the
park. The o the muchdreaded staivease that sdems of
Victoria Insnsttion had o cimb every mormimg 1o et to e

Malaysia alter the one at Batn Caves

Many vears ago. arock findseape made of comentwas buil
and it served as a popalar backdrop for wedding shots [Cwas
also @ popudar spottor certam other premantal acivities

and exhibitions, and two of the mostimportant landnarks o
- the city—the Merdeka and Negara stadia
A grandson of Yap Ab Loy, Mr Ceorge Yap Swee Fatt, 83

as quoted m 1993 as saving that he used to five m amansion

He recalled the greens af the Selangor Colt Club whicl
e passed daify o1 his way 10 school at Victona lnstton
Malaysia now has about 200 golf courses
many of which have been lad out by some of the
world's best course designers. There are abowt
000 regitered golfers Not bad for a game
arted by 30 Furopeans.




Last Hurrah for Stadia

Merdeka Stadium and Stadium Negara

Jolan Stadivm

En'i'\' Malaysian will remember the tamiar photograph of
the Father of the Nation . Fuaku Abdul Rabman. with by
right hand raived as he shoated ‘Merdeka’ seven umes Tees an
image that has been wsed so frequently and mso many forms
that it o cternally etched 16 the payehe of Malaysians, Indeed
it has become the image of independence

That memaorable moment was enacted on 31 August (957
at Merdeka Stadium. which was completed st in ame for the
Independence celebrations

O that day, Tunku Abdul Rahman wore a black Malav
tunste called bape maskat, which was worn by civil servants i
Kedah during the reign of Sultan Abhdul Hamid 118821943
Tunke was a proud man that day as he had jed a natron to
independence without bloadshed When
he shouted Merdeka', the enure sadion.— Independence
flfed to it< brim with tens of thowands of - without
ubilant people, resounded with the word — bloodshed ...
that held so nuch meaning for them

Stadium Merdeka, which was the largest project in Malaya
at that time, became a memaory when it was closed atter the
Commonwealth Cames in September 1998

A company called UEM way given the nght to redevelop
the stadium plus neighbouring Stadium Negara, Changkat
Pavilion ia disused trade far veauet and Tunku Abdul Rahman
Park fthe second oldest park in the city?




Last Hurral for Stadia

The (2.8 hectare site, sitcated where Kuala L umpurs firsg
1f course was located, will he redeveloped into condos, retail
atlets, shopping complexes and entertamment shops.

In exchange for the development right, UEM wcamed up
jth Ho Hup to build the RM700 million National
ports omplex on 61.2 hectares of land in Bukit falil, at the
tskirts of Kuala Lumpur, creating a Cames Village complete
ith accommodation for athleres and officials and venues for
rious events

The consortium also built the main stadium, an indoor
dium, an aquatic complex, squash courts and hockey stadum

Sunny Side Still Up

In between the two stadia along Jalan Stadium was an
Batery nicknamed ‘mushroom’ after its supposed shape.
Behind the ‘mushroom’ was a sun diat that was bowi-
like and crescent shaped. It served a duai function — it
told time quite accurately, and children used it as a slide.
- The Merdeka Sun Clock, as it was called, was buitt by
the same Public Works Department engineer who
designed Stadium Negara, S.E. Jewkes, who enlisted
the help of his colleague Chan Sai Sco. it was given
that name because it was built to commemorate
independence in 1957

‘This sun dial is of an unusual type and is the first of
its kind in the world. Chan and | worked out the
athematical details to ensure that the sun dial gives
the correct time and month, Jewkes was reported
a8 saying.

The sun diat had mosaic tiles and the shadow of an
1+point star fixed to the walt of the ‘mushroom’ fell on
numbers and Zodiac figures, telling the time and month.
Due to the redevelopment of Stadium Negara and
Merdeka, the Merdeka Sun Clock was removed.

its new home is the National Planetarium near the
Lake Gardens.
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But not every facet of hustory will be Tost because
the Herttage Plaza, which wall heaghlight the historcal
significance of Stadium Merdeka, will be bult tor the sake
of future gencrations of Malaysians. According to the original
plans. Peoples Park. mcorporating the existing Tunku Abdul
Rahman Park, will also be part of the project

Stadicem Negara, which was bt m 1962 atacostol RM1 S
million. had the largest unsupported roof in the region
Designed by Public Works Department engineer S Tewkes,
the tndoor stadium could seat 10,200 The rood
which developed leaks, was replaced with a space-frame dome
in 1988

Stadium Negara has scen numerous sporting events, such
as thrilting Thomas Cup hadminton matches. [thas also been
the venue of concerts by the Osmonds, Boney M. Eric Clapton
Tina Turner, Air Supply and others despite sts inadequate
acoustics. Today, with newer venues avarlable, Stadivm Negara
s lost its appeal

The two stadia, which are landmarks m the city, are
i their last fap When the redevelopment project takes
off. they will probably be reduced to rubble
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Nightmare Turns Into
Sweet Dream

Selangor Turf Club
Jalon Ampang

tstarted with a Nightmare and ended, 96 vears later with a

ISwect Drcam. - that unlikely o of events was indecd the
tory of the Selangor Turt Clab 1STC

The first race at the STC was held in March 1896 and it
as won by an amateur rider Paton Ker who rode Nightmare
5 a dream victory, When the last race events were held on 23
ugust 1992 panters were pleasantly surprised by the special
RM70.000 stake for the 1.9t0-metre Hifth race called Farewell
ind Sweet Drream Stakes

That special race, sponsored by mattress manufacturer
weet Deeam Industrial Corporation Sdn Bhd. was won by
aul Harvey. a visiting jockey. on Mitaculous

 Some 20,000 punters trmed wp for the final races at the
STC, some o make tor loser money as they had habuually
lone for vears, and others to bid farewell wo The O1d Lady
old-timers gave it that sobriquet bedore it was demolished 10
ake way for the Kuala Lumpur Oy Centre project

They were given a Big Sweep lotery ticket and a pen cach
the STC as souveniny. The tual races. called the Ampang
arewell Stakes, was a touching atlair-—the popular disco song
Be Final Countdown was played over the PA system before the
ighth race and when the evening came o an end 9,600 red

d vellow halloons, the colours of the STC, were released
i Auld Ling Syne was sung. Some wars were shed. Those
ho bet on the wrong horses shed even more fears

he Tast race at The Old Lady was won by jockey Foo
ing Kong riding Superior Being in a time of { minute 57 5
onds. It paid RM59 for a win and RM24 for a place
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Fhes the curtans came downon the track and the bulldozers
moved m

In March B89 the Best races at the Ampang
Road Turt Club woere beld aver iwo davs teatarmyg
even events per dav

Horse racmyg however, had reached Selan

several vears hefore that dn Februmy 1890

Cvmkhana Club was tormed with some Chinese

members and Towkay Al Yook was a member of the s

commitive. Jowkay [oke Yow was among the hst of horse
awners While hore racing was starting o be argansed
Setangir there were already full Hedged w dubs i Singapors
and Penang

Fhe Cymklana Chib asked the Sclangor Covernment for
adivevear lease of land at the Reffe Range Road, m the Crreular
Road tnow calfed lalan Tun Razakarea for s course

Fhe lease was granted alosg with asubsidy of $2 0t which
was wsed together with $1.500 contbuted by the members
for Laving the course

e aptly, Use fistrace was held o 1891 during Chinese
Rew Year i conpunction with a visit by the Governor. For a

bt of comic relict an obstacle race was induded where

o
1ockeys had o carry unopened umbrelfas and light up cigars
belore mounting ther hores,

The next vear, a brick grandstand which coudd seat 250
people, was budt and one or two races were held anaually
atter that

However, KIL races taded 1o attract entries from outsede
Selangor hecanse a stipulation in the fease prevented the
Gymkhana Club from alfowing professional jockeys 1o
participate m its races. One of the better amatear jockeys was
police chiet Syers

When the lease exprred in 1895, the setoup was reorganised
and in September that year, the Gymkhana Club was wound

up and relavnched as the Selangor Turd Clab. lts commitiee




Nightmare Turns fnto Sweet Dream

immediately warted negotatons with the Sclangor

Government for a lease of i new course withost restriction on

e admisssn of profossional jockevs
fnr the old days, wrmg up at the races was a sousal event
and, next 1o the Selangor Club and Fake Club, 1t was the place
for women to be seen wearing the latest sartortal styles and
 hats from London. The values of that time dictated that women
should be seen as fashionable, detimitely not as gamblees

Fashion at the Paddocks

- Gallick deseribed the stration thas: "Much of the fun of race

eetings, as always lav i hacking vour lancy. This presented
some nice problems o aate Victorian commuaty which had
no bookmakers among its aumbers and which did not feel
uite casy about its women hetting ismoking. ridimg beeyeles
etc). The Chartered Bank solved the tint of these problems
y makng a practice of closing on race days and bringing
- its cashiers out to the courve to construaee the Old Frrm. One
of the stewards was deputed to collect the Tadies bets and
place them. thus the proprictes were saved There was
omething in the nature of a dress parade atter the last sace
the enclowure
Gullick added that class distinctions were not forgotien
The nobs occupicd the “dub stand” and the b pollor viewed
the races from the "native stand
The major events then were the Miners Passe worth a
princely sum of $1.000 and the Resident's Cup worth $250
The latter was limited to Awstraban vearling horses. or rifline
,\)whmh were horses that had not raced belore
Taking part in the events were pomes from Burma, lava
umatra and China These were replaced much later by
~ thoroughbreds Irom Australia and New Zealand

- Locally-bred horses started participatmg only as recently
s 1974, Now, the horses are rom England, France, Amenca
ind Ireland
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Tued Club had Ero members

s ssnce then Tmmarses from Malaysias past s Lok

Yew, Tun Sie HES Tee, Dawk € Jowsgh Thuraisngam and D
P AO Travers have teatured prominenthy 1 the ore-racing
the commitee was 4 white

T the et vear, the Selangor

ceene, Durmg the carlv vears

domarn and nonawhites were allowed to o anly in §47

The $TC quaint attap-rooted
in 1956 and the Roval Stand
Tunku Abdu

pavilion was replaced with

a S e-million concrete structure
he tirst Malavsian Prime Minister
Rahman. m 1960, The Roy af Stand had heen graced by many
o digntary, but the mostelegant was Queen Plizabeth 1 who
ber 1989 when she visted Malaysia

was opened byt

was at the races o F3 Octol
Heads of Covernment mecting

jor a Commonwealth
her ot peaple twrmed up at the races

Aw an mncreasing nus
o aacd rush o princely fostunes, the naow rods leading
1o the race contree. which was sttuated - the middie of
hecame more and more congested

Central Business Dutret
bt there were 86

Fach year saw only 24 on-course races
cvents held m other ates and

Turt Club

otf-course races which were
telecast live ar the lalan Ampang
teore gamblers they were, sull turned
It was quite

1owns but were
Punters. being the hard
outstation races an television
houting at TV sete
b

up 1o watch the
comcal to wateh theo sereaming and sl
Preen when there were na races at the Tatan Ampang Turt Clul
Uhere seere still massive teaff janms ,
{ortunes Tost, but man- Public outery
hors and productvity too. Public outery crescendoed
crescendoed, torcing the government to

a decision to shidt the race cours

Not only were

tep m and make By 1985
ofl-Lourse beting centre wis i opey

In 1988 the ST was grven notice (o Shittwithin

4 temporary avon
Sunger Besi
three years

A site opposite the tempor
and an international -Class course was

ary uti-course betting centre
was selected builton 236
at 15 D1

acres of land. 1t had a grandsand which could e




Nightmare Turns Into Sweet Dream

people. paddocks. cquine pooks and stables And not to forget
250 tote counters

The fint race at the new et club beside the Seremban
Highway was held in October 1993 Did the fact that the new
course was rather far from the city hother the horse-racing
kakis igang 1 ‘No problem-lah,” they said

Now. residents of that arca are complaining about teathic

jams. One just can’t win them alt




The Golden Age of the
Golden Rooster

Le Cog D'or
Jolan Ampang
s Aid @ bicycle veller win over the
Laughter o

rich towkay?

I ¢ Coq 1Yar one of the aldest restanranes i Kuala Lunpu

1 housed 1 one of the most palatal homes o the ay

The restaurant oceupies one wing of the Bok Heouse and 5t
tv the kind of place that resonates with history, Tt cven
smetls old

At the fubby, neoclassical marble statues are placed nextia
anuque Chinese black wood fumiure with wlad motherof
pearl, includiag an opium hed

The staircase has cast iron ratfings in the Art Nouvcau style
On the rear wall of the mae building, stamed glass windows
feature hunting scenes Old oif paintings Tine the walls

Tust like Loke Yew, the owner of the mansion, Chua Cheng
Bok, was a well-travelfed man_and he had cosmopolitan values
which were reflected in the grand old manason he bealton the
road that led 1o the Ampang tin mines,

In the old days. stately mansions hined dhe road
where the rich Chinese miners and traders shitred 1o, while

That was

the Furopeans lived along the Damansara road
sserapers have

Now, onfy a few mansions are et and ok
sprovted around them as land value in that area skyrocketed
10 recent times,

Chua started vut selling bicycles
and ended up selling Mercedes Benz
Tuxury cars. Talk about upward mobility

in the old days
He made a massive forwme and the company e tounded

weth his brother, Cheng Tat, i August 1899Cycle and
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The Golden Age of the Golden Rooster

Carriage Company——ss stll listed on the Stock Exchanges of
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. laitially, Cyele and Carrtage
was a grocery store and it expanded into a haberdashery selling
perfumes, hats, guns, soaps, shovs, golt cabs and cigars Later
it sold bicycles and offered carriage repair. painting and
yarnishing scrvices.

By the first decade of the 20th contury, o had forged Tinks
with automobile companics and became the exclusive dealer
for European car manulacturers, especially Daimler Benz AG
Cy

Malaysia and even today, sellmg cars—Mercedes Benz, buzu

cle and Carriage imported some of the first cars to

and Mitsubishi tand Protons in Singaporei-—is still its core
business. though it has diversified int property development

Love Story

 Apparently. Chua Cheng Bok had falfen in fove with a daughter
of Towkay Choo Kia Peng, but the towkay had looked down
on Chua, the bicycle seller. When Chua made 1t to the big
Teague, he built his mansion in 1929 on a specially-chosen

_site—directly opposite Towkay Chao's house

Singaporcan architects Swan and Maclaren were
commissioned 10 design the bouse i a Renaissance style with
alocal intluence. The love story bas a romantic ending. With
the anc-upmanship, Towkay Choo was impressed enough to
_ approve the marriage of hus daughter to tyconn Chua

The Bok House s still intact today thanks to a trust set up
by Chua. The tststates that the stately home is to remain as
it is for 40 years atter the death of My Chua after which itis
10 be wsed o provide cducation 1o poor Chinese Chldeen
Withaut this trust, Kuala | unipurs architecturat heritage would
have been much poorer. 1t has also ensured that all the artifaces
bought hy the Chua family such as ihe Roman statues, black
wouod Chinese furniture, chandcliers, brass lons and Furopean
ofl paintings have remained as they are. prohably even in their
original positions
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e ok Elonse acialiy comprises o hnses and sereants’

et Whike Te Con Dy ar-French fon Fhe Colden Raosus

operazed Trom the Trons hovse Mis Chiacdeed o the huase
Betimd all he death s the Treis Dhanng the Lapanese

|

Checapanon the Yobohama Specie Banb occnpied the s
the muasseon from 133w 191

Fo Can Db or awlich staned busiess s 1958 Tuad st by
dave when the Breosh were sulf sereang i the new b
alependent Matava Planters mmers businessmen and
fondan tamed natves gnedup o e meals Some smply
watked over from the nearhe Selangon Tist Clulwib watkes
fattencd with winmngs o s dimer sean

At plaved <ol music while the diess had thern 1k of
shicken in coconut soup oy wily habse which soa
wpectahoe and steaks Tor dessert there was Peaclu Melba or

Jomb Alaska




Christmas and New Years Fve were gala
pecasions when men in smart tevedos and women
i shimmenng cvenimg dresses wirned np 1o wine
and dine Guests spilled over 1o the Tobby, where
they danced next o the Roman stataes bencath the

_ erystal chandelier and strings of cofourful Tight
Bulbs. The ladics caught their breath on the black
wood chairs and powderedt their noses at the quaint
WG upstairs

On atherdays. a pianist plaved at the lobby Private partics

were held at the Targe baleoay upstarrs overlooking
Ampang Road

= Burall the partving had to end at around midnight e ase
Mrs Chua, who leed just hehind, Joand s too nosy

These days. there are other popular restauranes i Koala
Lumpur werving excellent Continental cuisme. Bat none of
them has the romantc aura o the golden past of Fe Cor [Yor

Tie Golder Age of the Golden Rooster



The Taller You Are,
the Harder You Fall

Petronas Towers

Jalan Ampang

The never sndic

Laieat

here never was a tussle over the e of “allest Buitdimy

in the World'in the old days. Evervone knew i was the
Empire State Building tn New York. Nobody questioned that
Then that was overtaken by the World Trade Centre in
Manhattan and fater by the Sears Tower in Chicago When
news arrived that Malavaa was challenging the Scars Fowers
recond position at the top of the world, chaos enseed

Fhe drama undolded when an cight-member commiiter
of the Council on Tall Buifdings and Uieban Habiar
anammousty voted for Petronas iPetrobam Nasional o
Nationat Petraleum Corporanont Towers 10 be the wiles
building in the world m the carly part of 1990

That sparked off a debate which was extensively covered
by the pront and televiaon media in the United States The
problem was a semple question of whether a prmnacle or
3 television broadeasting tower showld be melided as part
of a burlfding.

Accordimg to the rles of the Counerl on Talf Buifdings
and Urban Habitat set up in 1969 and compriseng architects
engineers and planners, the height of a building should e
measured from the front entrance of the ground Baor up
to the structural top. Thin flagpoles and TV antennae do not
count but decorative spites, or pmnacles, do. Ta this was
Petronas Towers wopped Sears Tower by a pmaack:

The Petronas Towers are 378 metres trom the ground loor
o the top of the highest vecupied Haor With the stamless
steed pinnacles, the towers stand at 452 metres— (1 metres
taller than Sears Tower




all tale! cried the Chicago authorises who called foul
he Sears Tower has 110 wtoreys while the Petronas
iy

Tpwers have only 88 They alfeged that the Malaysians added

They proposed a new way o measure 1 buildings height
called the hae oft detinition. which means @ barlding must
be measured without decorative hats drom the ground ooy
to the rool of the fast functional Hloor. Sears Tower has a tlat
roof which is 442 metres from street fevel

The Chicago authorstics abvo tendered a second argument
that the two 20emetre long steel wbes on top of the buitdg,

V hroaduast antennae. should be considered as

which act as”

Fhe Luller You Are, The Harder You Fadl
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part of the buldmgs structae W i that exera bie Sears Tower
would messire 462 metres and retam the e ot Worlds Tallest
Building by 10 metres

Rather conveniently, they did noteven menton that i TV
antennac were to e conudered partof o husldings suncue
the Worlds Talkest Building would then be the World Trade
Centre in New York, which o afso crowned with TV antennac
it these weere to be added to the buildimgs hesght it would set
anew record of 327 metres

Tronicalfy. the Sears Tower. completed in 197
wtched the title from the Wordd Trade Centre i the fira
place The World Trade Centre comprismy twift tawers

measuring 417 metres and 415 metres had been compluted

had

st e vear carlier

Furthermore, the engineer involved in the building of
Geears Tower, the late Fazlun Khan, who worked for archie
Hirm Skadmore, Oswings  Merdillwas mvolved i formdating
e exieting detmition of a buildings heght when e was
menther of the Councit on Tall Buildimgs and Urban Habian
the very same councl which uled that Petronas Towers were
the tew champions And Fazlun Khan lad always stated chat

Sears Tower measured 441 metres

e Feels Taller...”
A spokesman for the Chycagzo Department of Planning and
Develapment was reported as sayiogAny Chicagan worth
their sale and with therr pride believes we stdf have the
talfest bralding

Mi Gerald Johnson, charrman of the Chicago Committee
on Highrise Busldings, was reported as sayiog T looks taller
1 teets taller it is tatler. The Sears Tower remams the wadlest
building you or Lwill ever stand on

John Buck Co, which runs the Scars Tower, will continee
(o tell visitors on 1t ohservatory deck that they are on the

tallest building in the world
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In Malavsia, visitors to the Petronas Towers will alvo be
told that they are on the tallest huildings in the world

Both parties will be wasung their time and eacrgy because
all that brouhaha i« destined to be an exercse in futility anyway
By 2002, the Worlds Tallest Building title will be saatched
from Petronas Towers by the 4o0-metre 94 -stored Shangha

World Financial Centre Towerin China, whech s already under

= construction However, this building in Shanghai will hold
the title of the world's talfest only for a while hecause Australan
property developer Brano Grollo recently annownced plans
to build a S60.metre 113 voned Grollo Tower in Mefbourne
Costing A%1.5 billion, it wifl be twice the height of Australas
present talfest buildhng the 53-stored Rialto Tower mthe same
city, which was also built by Groflo. But the Grollo Tower
could end up as a non-arter because af opposition from
residents and the authortes

Al thes hageling e aot new. Owners of the Chrysler
building had haggled with the owners of the Empire State
Building tor that honour when the latter building was
ompleted in 1931 The Emprre State Buitding ou ldth Avenue
New York, had measured 381 metres while the Chrvsler
uilding was 319 metres tall. When atelevision mastwas added
n 1951, the Fmpire State Buildings herght reached 149
- metres—the undisputed world champion uat! the World Trade
- Centre was completed in 1973
The Americans had always held that tite from the ume
the Waolworth buifding in New York, measuting 241 metres
was erected in 1913, Sixty of the worlds 100 tallest buildings
_arein the United States, with three of the 10 allest in Chicago
nd another three in New York

Seen in this light, it is understandable that the Anrencans
are highly reluctant to pass on the title o someone clse.
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True enough. in August 1996, renowned developer Donaid
Trump unveited his plans to build a S4o-metre 140soned
skyscraper and proposed the proect 1o the New York Stock
tixchange which is secking a new headquarters

1t looked like the Big Apple was to have the last hite
untd its rival Chicago snatched the prize away from the
New Yorkers

White nothing more has been heard from Trump, other
thaa news that he will end up owmng the Empire Stae
Building, 2 wroup of husmessaen from Chicago proposed (o
build a 468-metre 112-stored burlding in June 1999

Contenders from other parts of the world mclude--the
Cirygate Eeotower in London 1460 metres 108 floors?, the
Sao Paudo Tower in Brazil {495 metres, 105 Hoorst and the
Landmatk Tower in Hong Kong (374 metres, 97 tloorsd

While these profects are awaiting approval the Petronas
Twin Towers, officially Taunched on 3t Augast 1999 in
Coniunction with Malaysias 42nd National Day, remam the

iallest buildings in the world, at feast for another vear or two.

The Making of Petronas Towers

In March 1006, the Petronas Towers at Jalan Ampang
were crowned with the controversial 73.5-metre stainless
steel pinnacles which officially made the buiidings the
world's tallest—and sparked off a passionate debate haif
way across the world on whether the previous hoider of
that title, the Sears Tower in Chicago, should relinquish
the horour.

With the pinnacles, the Petronas Towers stand at 452
metres surpassing Sears Tower by 10 metres. The
pinnacles feature aviation lights and facilities for cleaning
the exterior cladding of the upper floors.

Prime mover of the project, Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Or Mahathir Mohamad had the honour of topping-up the
building on 13 February 1996,




The multi-billion-ringgit Petronas Towers are built on
;- site where punters made and lost fortunes on horse
racing. The Selangor Turt Club was the venue for
thousands of would-be millionaires every race day and
many tall buildings in the vicinity were designed in such
away that they would have a good view of the race course.
For exampie, the Kuala Lumpur Hilton had a restaurant-
cum-bar called the Paddock on the 30th floor where
punters could chat over tea and sandwiches white
watching the races through binoculars. In the true spirit
of betting, the Selangor Turf Club has wagered on the
success of the billion-ringgit KL City Centre (of which
the Petronas Towers are a part) and it has some equity in
the project,

Initially, there was a proposal to build a park at the
Turf Club site, but the businessmen overruled the
greenies. A move that is not too difficutt to understand
given that land in that area—smack in the middle of the
Central Business District—was worth mare than a gram
of gold per square metre. The mega-project, the fargest
in Malaysia and one of the largest in the world, was given
the green light, but there was some compromise—the
humber of floors was increased so that there could be
Space for a park, atbeit smatler than originally envisioned.

nique Skybridge
onas scored some corporate-image-building points when
pent a small fortune removing 200 matare trees, roors and
L, from around the turf club (o a special nursery where they
e nurtured till they could be replanted in the park
Renowned designer Roberto Burle Marx, the master of
dens from Brazil, was hired to plan the park, but he did not
Ve to sec it to fruition. Already 80 when engaged for the
giect, he passed away in 1994, But he had dratted plans for
rban park with streams, fountains, waterfalls, florat paths
4 manicured gardens on about 20 hectares of land

The Taller You Are, The Harder You Fall
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An international cantest for the master plan was held and
the winnmg entry was trom the American ey Klages, Carter
Vol and Associates who recommended development aroand
the perimeter of the park

A New York-based architect, the renowned Cosar Peth
winaer of the Anerican Institute of Architeas Cold Medal
designed the wwers and he included the unique teature of
a skybridge connecting the two towers on the st and
12nd Hoors

Contractors trom all over the world took part i the bt
{or the project. Japanese and South Korean firms formed
joint ventures with Malaysians o build the structures
When hunlding the substricure. a record was setin December
1993 when coement was poured coatinuously tor the raft
foundaton of Tower One. Same 13 200 cubic metres of Crade
o concrete weighmg about 32,350 tonnes was poured
continuously for 54 hours it the site. making i the largese
smgle conc et powr 1 the world. The ratt foundations supput
the buildings which weigh 276,000 wonnes The sophisticated
foundation comprises 4 3 metre-thick piied raft 26 metres
befow ground supported by 104 friction psles ranging ia depth
fram 40t 105 metres, They can take 2.8 tdmes the weight of
the bubding

I an ronic twise, engneering consulians A ironic -
frow Chicago were hired for a second opimon twist ...
on the dusign speaitications of the toundation

Iheve were some problems encountered even hetore
comtruction hegan. Soil tests confirmed that the original sie
was on limestone with cavities and the entire project had 1o
be shifted 50 metres south where there was solid bedrock

The newly -constructed towers are part of Kl City Centre
which mclude a 50-storeved Fsso Tower o howse the ail
company’ headruarters, a 628-roomed Mandarin Hotel fwhic h

will have the largest ballroom in Malaysiat and a shoppmg
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mall with thiee anchor tenanteIsetan (it largest store in
Malaysial, Parkson and Marks s Spencer i later phases, more
skyscrapers will be bailt around the perimeter of the park
Other than the fact that they are the tallest buildengs m
the world. the Petronas Towers hold another record-— they
have the fargest sumber of double-decker elevators in the world
with 29 i cach tower. Made by Ous, they are also the fist
double-decker fitt in Malaysra
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Urban Kampung

Kampung Baru

Between Jatan Raja Abdulloh
and Jalan Roja Muda

Lntouched by the frantic pa whe Gity

things have remained constant in this village

A river separates the tich from the poor. On one side of
the Klang river along falan Ampang and falan Yap Kwan
Seng, there are still a few fabulows mansions belonging o old
monied Chinese and numerous skyscrapers built oo land that

is more valuable than gold. Not surprisingly. the area around

§

On the other side of the river, bounded by falan Raia

falan Ampany s called The Golden Tnangle

Abdullah and Talan Raja Muda, lies Kampung Baru ftranslared
s New Village't In this part of the city, things have
not improved much in the past decades and many of the
wooden houses, built in rural kampung style on st have

seen beter days

Which Kampung is Older?
Which kampung is older~Kampung Baru or Kampung
Abdullah Hukum in Bangsar?

Kampung Baru residents are adamant that theirs is
the older kampung and there are some reports using
the adjective ‘century-oid’ to describe it, but evidence
in the form of official records state that it was set up
in 1800.

On the other hand, there is evidence that Kampung
Abduliah Hukum was in existence in the 1890s. The
tounder of the kampung, Haji Abdutlah Hukum, said in a
1935 newspaper interview that he had obtained
permission from William Maxwell, who became British
Resident in 1889, and Raja Laut to develop the kampung
near what is today called Bangsar.




Urban Kampung

Kampung Baru i an incongruty s the cty. a wooden

village lostn a conerete nrmgle. While spanking new high rise

hotels and vthice blacks costimg hundreds af mirlfions of rimga

have sprouted along Tafan Ampang, Kanpung Bar moves to
jts own rhythm

Famed tor 1ts Sunday Market it pretyy mosque and the
stalls along lalan Alang which sell Tovely Malay delicacies
especially dunng Ramadhan, the fasting month. Kampung Bara
has remained more or less the same smee i was set up in 1900
as a Malay Agricaliural Sctdement. The st was practeally
wasteland covered with coarse grass and bushes and with only
a few Chinese squaticrs on it who did a fitdde gardentag and
kept pigs

The Bratish started the kampung o educate the childien
= of the Malay« to take part in the adonnisiraton and 1o enable
them 10 reap some of the advantages of the preseat prosperity
Today, the government s sull trvimg to get them o reap
the advantages of the present prosperity Ellorts wo redevelop
the area have not heen very successhud because many lots of
fand have heen mherted by descendants of the origmal settlers
and there are numerous names on the tile deeds Getting all
- of them to agree on something s no casy Lask
The Malay Agricultural Seudement was a move by the
British offscials to address the problem of the decreasing
number of Malay residents in Kuoala Lumpur about a hundred
years ago
They allocated 224 acres of land at the owskirts of the
Kuala Lumpur in the late 1890y and twited Malays 1o fiee
their natural wiflage life almost withn the precince of 4 large
town'. The Malay scutlers were encouraged to plant nee and
ther crops on their plots of land
Among the tirst 1o settle there were the peons and
fiessengers coploved by the government Later bullock cart
ivers imastly from Malacear, and forega Malavs ke lavanese
and Sumatrans moved . The settdement had practcally no
tive Malays except for the poshulu theadman Raja Maboud
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Overthe years, the town grew around it and cven as more
concrete and glass lowers were erevted. Kampang Baru
remained stuck 1o the old way of doing things

The discnchantment of the Malavs, who feltieft out of the
economic race and dispossessed i thew own fand while
watching other races, especrally the Chinese. acamufating
much wealth, reached barsting pomnt and i a flood of fury
the unfortunate 13 May 1969 racual riots crupted. Much of
the bloodshed took place 1n Kampueg Baru and neighbouring
Chow Kit

Today, the Government has made one maore attempt 1o
transform Kampuog RBary, in keeping with its name. tnto anew
settlement. a new neighbourhood

New Image for the New Village
The first project to kick off the change-the-script agenda
for Kampung Baru is Vision City.

t.ocated on 4.5 hectares of land at the junction of
Jalan Raja Abduitah and Jalan Sultan fsmail, Vision City
will feature three office towers, a four-star business-class
hotet, service apartments and a shopping centre

it is a joint venture between public-listed financial
conglomerate Rashid Hussein Berhad and Daswoo
Corporation of South Korea.
The estimated cost of Vision City is RM500 million.

v has formed the Konsoruum MAS Melayu Berhad, a
company comprising Kampung Baru-born businessmen to
wersee the redevelopment of the village into a modern
settlement of condominiurs, apartments, shopping complexes
nd offices. A hundred lots of land amounting to 96 hectares
Bwned by 2,963 Malays will be involved in the redevelopment



The Famous Chow Kit

Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman

s b T e place

Lukc Chow Kitis a legendary figure trom K1 past
The sefi-made midlionaire was born in Penang to a pom
family and hee parents scraped cnough money o send him
the wlands elite educational mstittion—Penang Free Schoal

Alter his education, he made his way south to Kuala
Lumpur to seck his tortane. He started off by supplymy
fabourers for the Klang-Kuala Lumpur raitway project and
since he was a Penangite, his workers were sourced trom
the island

After that. he helped o build parts of Klang and with his
savings. he tavested in un mmes and rubber estates around
Kuala Tumpur. Chow Kit also owned a gaming howse and
oprar den at High Street fnow called lalan Tan HS. Lee
and opened the town’ lirst department store-—Chow Kit s
Co—which was m the building now occupicd by the
fadustrial Court

Having made hes fortune, he buift his first mansion in 1907
ata road now called ladan Tangse, withim walking distance of
the Padang and Selangor Club. This mansion is now oceupied
by the Malaysian Institute of Architects

Later, he buitt another mansion sited in a nine-hectare
archard at Ampang Road which he named Desswood Place
after a road in Aberdeen, Scotland

A Most Cosmopolitan Man
Chow Kit was a most cosmopolitan man. Fducated in
English, he socialised well with and was warmly accepted by

the colonials. He was also a sporting tellow-a report noted




The tamous Chow Kit

how he shaved his head bald and went w a fancy dress party
dressed as a chetty imoney lender)

He holidaved oversens regubarly and bad a specral ondness
for Scotfand. where two of his sons studied 10 boarding schools

Since he was w0 westernised. 1t was no wonder that his
store had a range ol goods aimed at the Furopean market
Initially, it was a haberdashery of sorts selimg exeles, lace,
ribbons and other items Later it expanded its range to include
Biquor. tobacco, cakes and biscuits, toodstuff. glassware and
even motoreycles and cars

His chifdren were olten seen in pretty clothes with lace
and ribbons from Chow Kit s Co, of cotre. He lived instvle
his household had nine servants including two cooks, a servant
to polish his shoes and two pardeners. There was cven one
worker to run ereands for hem
White he was an casygomg chap, he was a husinessman
to the core-—he paid his children 10 cents o massage him
before he took a nap daily. And hus holidays overseas were
also partly to scek new bustness opportunities. Fes wealth

multiplicd many times over, but bis coyprre came o an end

young to take over
Chow Kat was a well known horse-owner o his ume, and
was the Steward of the Turt Clab. In the Turt Clubs centenneal
celebrations in June 1990, he was honoured with the Loke
 Chow Kit Stakes a
; o 1%
The Ilfumous Chow Kit Jekyll and @,
Chow Kitis alvo a place with two laces—the Hyde of KL ...
Jekyll and Hyde of KI
Chow Kit is the section of Kuala Lampur hounded by
Kampung Bari on one side and lalan Raja Laut on the other,
Wwith the man thoroughfare of Jalan Tuanke Abdul Rahman
tutting through it. The section starts roughly from the
ntersection ol Jalan Tuanku Abdut Rahman with falan Sultan
smail, to it intersection with Jalan Pahang
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(o the davtime. office workers, homsewrves and shoppers

Crened mound the place When the sun sets and sometanes

cven hefore, another set of humanty mvades the streets
Pleare secker and providers The veoeer ot respretabibies

i pecled ofi darlv at dusk o reveal € fow Rus mierndd

heart that beats with a greater miensiy. charging the
stmosphere with energy.and making Uhe seene sore exeting
and exhilaraung

And like o windshield sucken this venees of respectabiling
o stk back on at dawn as the buses and caes ferry the seaol
office workers to hegin them lives s the safety of the oftices

Onthe sarface. Chow Kitis s busthing commumity warren
o shops selluge a wide mnge of goods Tike drinks. food
Uothing, texules ewellery, clecurical appliances, fottery
lckets, hotsehold items, vassettes, videos, and shoes There
e also tows of hawkers selling a wide vty o tood e {RIY

trcomai in town and

oae stall which e repated tosedl the bes
ancther which has the astiest s ke Mongside these stalls
and shops are respectable eutablishments Tike banks and
department stores

Beneath the surface or rather behind the facadue, it a
totally different story Many cotteeshops feature a trontsee tion
with whles aod Chaos for o quick dnnk and a back porion
witl cubicles tor a quicker copulation

Chicken Rice

While a shop can sell somethimg as maocent as ka fan fchicken
et at the back Tane a different kind of k' thai is Cantanese
for chucken, but it is also a slang word For ‘prostitiee’t can
be tound A shop at the main road can sell something
undane Tke shoes or bags, but a few bines away, a swfl will
olter the unusual in the torm of exotic

omtments and feathery gadgets which — From lame duck

reputedly can tuen a fame duck imoa growh‘ng tiger -+
wrowling tiger in the sexual arena .




Chow Kit has posably the largest number of drog addicts
and strectwalkers in the city

The prostitutes were already hanging out i the arca before
World Warll. Naobody knows why the area became a magnet
for the vice merchants but attract them it did. The Chnatown
arca of Petaling Street. Sultan Strect and High Street had it
gambling halls and opium dens, but Chow Kit was where the
flesh trade flourished

A Malay slang term for Chow Kit aroseehelake mats
Transtated fiterally as dead behmd' it came to mean scomething
like o “dead end’as indeed 1€ was tor many people. Sociew’s
wretched discards made their way there and lived out therr
lives with empty fooks on their faces with only dreams to drive
them on. Ah_if only the next customer would be generos. it
only my lottery ket would strke the it prize

Afew years ago drug Udadah’ i official usaged addicts
turned Lorong Haji Taib 6 mto the Dadah Alley. There in
horrific conditions amidst rotting rubbish, clogged draing and

filthy walls, they shot heroin into ther bodies wherever they
could find a good vein
Ohen, they shotmto veing in their ankles, thighs and even
their more private parts. Sometinies. they got w0 ‘hagh’ that
the syringes were sull stuck w their bodies when they
ECAME SEMICONSCIOUs
Once, the then lnspector General of Police,  Zombies

fan Sri Rahiot Noor, visited the backlane and — Chow Kit
talled them zombies——the living dead of Chow
Kit, The zombies” were too zonked out (o even hother about
the top cop’ presence

e police moved in and clearcd the alley and other backlanes

Chow Kit of drug pushers and addicts. Many of them cold-

keyed in police lockups. Some were sentenced 1o jail and

e were sent (o rehabitation centres, but when they were
eased, they returned to Chow Kt

iz

The Famons Chou Kit




{nsider’s Kuala Lompus

Otiicial estimates have 1@ that there ase some 15,000 addiets
in Chow Kit and about ot cheap hotels which double ay
brothels. There are also lots of Tude filthy cubicles where
addicts can ‘chase the dragon’ ibreathe in the fumes of heated
heroint or shaot themselves with disty syringes

11 sard ehat many of the prostitutes are cither addicts or
pushers, and numerous cheap hotels and cateries also sell drugs

Another problem has cropped up recently in the form
of illegal ndonesian immigrants who have muscled their
way into the small businesses of Chow Kit. [tis notunusual to
hear conversations in Javanese or some other Indonesian dialect
in the Chow Kit swalls

Every now and then, the authorities move in and cJear the
place ot unficensed traders and dlegal immigrants but atter a
wpell of lving fow, they go back o business

Renowned Malaysian singer, the late Sudirman, wrote a
song about Chow Kitand even performed there in September
1986, The road was closed to traffic and about 100,000 people
fammed up the main and side roads (o catch a glimpse of the
pop star as he paid tribute 1o the part of the vity he had a

fondness for

Urban Renewal
Plans to redevelop the Chow Kit wet market were
announced in late 197 in moves by the authorities to
gentrify the area.

Traders in the market at Jalan Raja Bot, which was
opened in 1965 by Suitan Hishamuddin Alam Shah, wilt
move to a temporary market at Jalan ipoh while the
redevelopment takes place.

Phase One of the project will feature an ttstoried
complex with two floors for the wet market and another
for a foad court. The upper floors will house retailers, a
function hali, a bazaar and four cineplexes. The rooftop
will have a public park with jogging track, badminton and
squash courts and & swimming pool.
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The Famous Chow Kit

Construction of Phase One was supposed to take
off in 1998 while Phase Two, comprising a 29-storied
office tower and an 18-storied three-star hotel, was
scheduled to take off in 2000. The total cost involved wilt
be RMB0O0 mitlion.

As soon as the project was announced, however, there
were calls to postpone it because of the economic
recession, then, due to the turmoil in the currency and
stock markets.

Calls to clean up Chow Kit are made every now and
then and authorities have announced plans to redevelop
the wet market

Though the process of urban renewal is taking place
gradually, Chow Kit will still be haunted by its split personality

for many vears to come

4

o

A CLOSER LOOK ...

At J. Ampang, you must visit the two fttle things

g out ofKUs skyling simply because they happen
tobe chmzw buildings i 5t for another
or two. The Fetronas Twin
outdsor park is pleasant with gre
the fountains are fabulous. The Fetronas Towe
Lo a cudtural centre and boasts a world
gallery and a museum,

¥ it the ). Ampang area iike the ancient. f\mparvq
Fark and Piaza Ampang, but these have been pst.
located at the base of the Twin Towers. Suria KL
many to be the beat designed mall in KL, Al
hype, it amazing range of producte and ab:
 that. Tre musicians
. touch of class while the food court’s fare

nature of todays KL

. AL the junction of J. Ampang ard J. Suitan lemail is Concorde
Hotel, which houses a joirt that is another fave hangout for the local
\ trendies and International Schoal types -~ Hard Rock Cafe.

s nave aloo been mads
a6 concert hall, an art

eflects the cosmopolitan
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Celebration of Minarets
Kt Railway Station

Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin

The romance of the raiwa
has b

y journey

KE radksy station-..the porfect end 1o Lo onmey

Kuala Lumpurs railway station is the perfect end 1o a tiring
Jjourney. The sight of the fabulous building is bound to
revitalisc the jaded traveller

Described as a Byzantine fantasy and a celebration of
mimarets, it is reputed to be one of the pretiiest railway
stations in South-east Asia. Indeed the first thing many a tourist
would do is head for the railway station 1o have a fook and
snap some shots

Designed by Arthur Benison | fubback, who worked in the
Public Works Department and Survey Department of the
Federated Malay States, it has remained one of the best
architectural legacies from the colonial period




nside

s Kuala Lumpur

Diessgned in 1900 it was completed £ vears Lager replacing
the wooden structare that served as the town's 1ailway ternumal
The origmal stanon. built in 1883 near Market Street
where the Infokrat building now stands. had merely been
an attap shed

}lubbacks station was 110 two parts --the terminal section
comprisimg offices. wartig rooms and a hotel. and the
adsomimg train shed

While the termimal section showed Indian-Muslim and
Byzanune influences, the railway shed was definitely Enghish
Hubhack horrowed from the glass and tron sheds busfc in
fngland i that penod

As for the Llamic infleence on the arches and mimarets 1
coudd have heen die to the fact that Hubback had served in
the PWD i Bratish India before his posting to Kuala Lumpur
He must have heen impressed by the grand Mughal bubdings
in India

Though Hubback was topicalised, so to speak. the building
was still influenced by temperate climes—the tlat oot of the
railway station was built to withstand up to 10 metres of snow

Facing the railway station is the Malayan
Railway's administrative headquarters, also
devigned by Hubback This was completed
in 1917 [owas planned mach cardier butits
construction was delayed by the onset o

World War |




Celebration of Minarets

A Room with a View

There is a great aura of romance about traveliing by train;
and some hope that this aura extends itself to the station
as well.

After being left vacant for many years, the Station
Hotel (which occupies one wing of the Kuata Lumpur
Railway Station) was reopened by Taiwanese investor and
architect, Mr Lim Chung Ming in January 1996. Renamed
the Heritage Station Hotel of Kuala Lumpur, it has 76
rooms and suites, a restaurant, a health centre, s baliroom
which can accommodate 800 pecple, a conference and
a rocttop swimming pool.

Mr Lim is no stranger to operating railway station
hotels—he runs the station hotels in Tanjong Pagar in
Singapore, Johor Baru and the Majestic Station Hotet in
Ipoh. He dreams of running a chain of station hotels from
Singapore 10 China. Now, that is one hotslier with the
heart of a true traveller.

that the two buildings were designed as a pait

To indic:
Hubback used a smaller version of the railway station’s minaret
to crown the main dome of the administrative building

These two beautitul buildings have contributed much to
the identity of Kuala Lumpur as an oriental city and capital of
an [slamic nation

Itis said that Hubback put all his energy. heart, and soul
into the railway station and ratlway administrative headquarters
as he died soon after their completion

Cne wing of the raitway station was rebuilt rather clumsily
in recent times, and when major rehurbishments were embarked
onin 1986, the earlier renovation was re-renovated and made
harmonious with the design and character of the building




Colonial Style with a
Dash of YMCA

Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin

hen the Kuala Lamper Eilton was taking shape sn 1970
one writer noted that the Flotel Mayestic was “as aut
of-date as a prth helmet
B the Hotel Majesae was already out of date for a
fong tme before that 1t davs of magesty were in the 1930
tastmg tifl the Federal Flotel sa Bukit Bintang opened
n 1957
And being out of date was its mam attracton. Js very
auaintness atteacted the true travellers who were tooking for
romantic sofourns. Dinme beneath a huge dome with the largze
doors providing a fabalous view of the small garden, the

minarets of the radway station across the road and a flock of

swallows swirding i nud-asr was quete anexperence

Hotel Majestic, designed by Duteh architect Van
1 eangeandery, was buidt m 1932 on the site of a bungalow
and garden formerly oceupied by the Cerman Consul during
World War | [ had 51 Targe airy rooms with spacious toilets
and oval long baths with metal legs shaped fike lion's paws. In
the rooms were heavy heds closets, hatstands, chairs and side
tables made of teak. The chandelicr-like Tights could be
dimmed by lowering them with a pulley system

The furnishing was described as ftunctional-colonsalstyle
with a dash of YMCA

One report said ‘the rooms are vast-—personal warchouses
dusizned for the s O preojet days when luggage was almost
exclusively huge trunky




In s haleyon period o was the toast of the town. -ite
rooftop nightclub was the venue of countles parties, weddings
and consulate receptions

Hotel Mayestic was touted to be Kuala Tompurs Ratflos
Hatel Planters trom out of town had the choice of staying

there or across the road at Station hotel ac the railway station
The finanaally chalenged went 1o the Coliseam. White
ravellers and businessmen staved at the Majestic. A writer
said the Majestic was ‘one of those Somerset Maugham-type
places~—itwas in those dave when the white top and feathered
hat are hung on hooks atter a ericket game’

Another pocticalfy described it as ‘a museum of colonal
murmurs’. During World War [E a ditterentset of colanialets
checked inthe Tapancse mvaders who used itoas a tramsit
camp. When the war ended. one officer ook the news of his
country’s surrender so badly that he committed

Character's Club

In it years of operation. it has seen all sorts of troubled or free
spirits. So much so that one writer said it is more than a hote!
itis a characters club’

There was an frish woman who locked herselt in her room
for 10 days surviving only on orange juice for the purpose of
finishing her novel. There was an Englishman who claimed
that he was in town 1o conduct a census on the dragonfly
population sing a special ultrasonie device An old white man
was overheard claiming that he was the iflegaimate son of
Sherlock Holmes

Artests, writers, actors isuch as David Niven i, travellers and
romantics have staved at Fotel Majestic. And politicians ton.
In the old da

v, the founders of the United Malay National

Organisation (UMNOT which is now the prominent member
of the National Front coalition government. stayed at the hotel

Colonial Style with a Dash of YMCA

suicide and it has been mmoured that his room— - Suicide in gy,
No. 48-was haunted by his troubled spirit room 48 ...

=



Insiders Kuikt Luripur

and held meetmes there, plotting 1o win mdependence Trom
the Britsh Dato Ona Jaatar and Tanku Abdad Rahiman were
frenquent guests, Date Onn Taafar passed on the Teadershig
of LIMNO 1o Tunku durng o meeung at the mooftop of the
Magestic, Fyen the Malavan Chinese Asocation $MCA
the Chinese-based polical party. beld ther formaive
meetings here

Spies wrned up at the Magestie during the wa making
contwt with ther informers at the bar, That was replaced in
(954 with an attractive cocktarl bar the only ooe ol s kaind
m Malava desrgned and constructed under the persanaf
superviston of Lim it e, the managang director of the hotel

Phe sides were cushoned mred Vinates with the top of
the counter covered i mstletoegreen onvy Formica which
was also wsed tor the showcase. part of the wall and window

Under the connter was 2 modern Kelvinator Beer Cooler
The whole
taste and is one that will become popular with patrons of the

e presents a most pleasing appeatance of good

Hutel Magestie

But the patrons of the hotel did not go there ustdor drinks
atthe bar They went tor lunch and wea and they would tondly
remember the white lisen, stasched so suff that the fofds could
Aloost cut, the silver teapors and poreelan cups and saicers
wamped with the hotels logo. Of course, how could anybody
forges the waiters They were Chinamen as old as the hote]
and as slow as a steam-powered trau, but they mumbled
poliely and did not o up the orders

Some guests even turaed the hotel mto their home-—Nrs
srald Templers secretary

pucson. High Commissioner Sir €
Domald Davies. who was well known in Kuala Lumpurs
Hesprian circles: and Mrs Dorothy Nixon of the Sclangor Book
Club The Buer two lised in the hote! for more than 20 vears
and died there
Behsnd the hotel lived a troap of monkeys )

i many gcsts have beea scared out o the MOTKEYINg
wits by them, A story gocs that a female et 270U o0
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Coloniead Style with a Dash of YMCA

*ran naked inte the corridor sereaming when a hairy intruder
made its way into her room while she was taking a bath
[n 1976, there was a proposal o demolish the hotel to build
a 22-storeyed office building at ws sie. Along the way, the
plan was shelved and Hotel Majestic survived for another
seven years
The cra of Hote! Majestic finally ended on 31 December 1983
Atter renovations, itrcopencd as the National Art Gallery
in the middic of 1984 As an indication of the low priority
given the arts, the National Art Callery had been squatting at
Tunku Abdul Rahman Hall at falan Ampang since 1959 twhich
has since reopened as MATIC, the Malaysian Tourist
Information Centrel. There were calls to retain Hotel Majestic
as a hotel and shift the gallery o Central Market instead, but
¢ the authorities did not budge

Finally, A Home for Art

The RM45-miltion new National Art Gallery at Jalan Tun
Razak is the first buitding in Malaysia built purposely for
art exhibitions. 1t has a theatrette, a creative centre, an
art library and archives, exhibition space, photographic
studic and surau (prayer room)

Its first floor boasts a cafe, gallery shop, ViP lounge,
sculpture galiery and temporary exhibition hall. On the
second floor is the hall for the permanent exhibition of
some 2,000 works while the third floor has space for
photographic displays.

When the building was completed in November 1898,
the National Art Galiery finally had a permanent address.

Last Waltz

On 16 December 1983, a last ball was held at Hotel Majestic
It was a masquerade theme party and the restaurant was
decorated in pink and blue and the cream of Kuala Lampur
society turned up in tuxedos and BMWs




nsider’s Kuali Lumpur

Om 31 Decomber nine guests checked most to experience
the pasang of 4 memorable hotel No New Years Fee uala
dinner party was held and the mood at Howl Magestic was
vne of gloom While other hotels were filled with yevedlers
having fun and asherng 1y the new year with crackers and
tooters, Hotel Magesue was flled with poignancy as the guests
basked 1 memories

Diarng the might. somcone broke into a soreroomand made:
oif with 10 wlver wapots and some porcelam ones. [Cwas
probably the work of a souvenir huster Othersouvean hunters
surned up a tew days Tater tor an auction of alt the hiitings

Phe furniture sets - plees batly tubswere sold on i room
trv room basis and they fetched between §350 and $900 The
most popular items were the sets of sixctea
cups and saucers and milk g which fehed - $200 for an
up o $250 per sel Somebody pad $200 - English phone.
tor the English phone booth booth. ..

While the auction was proceeding
comeone made ol with ax green wooden benches, Apparently
the person had pad a hotel sttt $o0 betore oading the benches
on a orry and dewving oft

One person hought the hittmes of the room he spent s
honeymoon i, onfy 1o discover that the furniture had been
changed Another lound the items that he bought atthe auction
arssing when he returned later with aforry o take them away

fn that sad tashion. Hotel Majestic was dissected
dismembered and disembowclled

Recently, Hotel Majestic was supposed to be restored to
1t tormer glory and green a new Tease of lte. Pubhiclisted
company Yeoh Tiong Lay YT Corporation Bethad which
healt the new National Art Gallery, was grven a B0-year lease
on the former Hatel Majesue buildiag




Colonial Style with o Dash of YMC:

It was origrnally going to be re-converted into a hotel

According to the carlier plans. the new 1 lotet Majestic was to
be a classie period hotel teaturmg ofd-world splendour which
would have fitin well with the concept of the Fastern and
Oriental Fxpress train service that YT operates on the
Singapore-Bangkok route. YTI. was amasung a collection of
old Hotel Majestic memorabidia for exhibition at the new hoted
which was supposed to open in tme to asher i the vear 2000

However, due to the recession of 1997/95 and the drastic
drop in wurism that plan has been pucon hold and the current

proposal is 1o tirn the former hotel into a umversity campus




The 15th Mile

Jalon Tun Sambanthan

ome old Chimese folks suftcafl st The 15th Mile 7Sap Ny

Pei i Camtoneset while most other Klites know 1t as
Buckhelds. even though the anly bricks vou find these davs
aree on the walls of burddwgs

Brickficlds got 1t name from the many brickkilas Tocated
there durmg the huldiag hoom in the 1880 T 1880 oy
buildings mushroomed afl over town there were 15 brickkabss
and i frnekalns m Raala Lumpur and these were mostly sited
in the arca now keown as Brockhelds

Yap Al Loy was anc of the maor players i the birrek

ndusery then, Sowas Resident brank Swettenham . who owned

2 hrick-making company wsng s wite as a front man. Towas
Swettenhams replanmng and rebsilding of Kuala Lumpur
which created the sudden increase m demand tor bricks i the

first place. Todavs Haancal watehdogs would call that

imarder trading

Brickfichds got s Chinese name because ttwas 15 miles
trom Damansara along the ofd track o Kuala Lumpur
Travellers saifed upriver from Klang disembarked atDamansara
and rode pontes or bullock carts along a rough wack w
Kerala Lumpur

Brrckiields today has other landmarks, such as the YMCA
< head t and The Pnes,

where backpackers on budget hohda
1 row of cateries serving Chinese and seatoad dishes
Brckiiclds aleo housed many Malayan Radways staft, and

e of their old muarters are sull standimg




The 15t Mile

The small arca has a sarprisgly large namber of religros
fandmarks such ay Kuala Lumpurs only Neo-Gothie church
located along the main road

The Chureh of the Holy Rovary seas buift in 1903 [y
under the supervision of Reverend L Lambert, arench  fg%
missionary. But the congregation of worshippers there
had been established much carlier, in 1883, 10 serve

the needs of the Chinese community in the town
Other religious landmarks include the Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church built in 1924, the Vivekananda
- Ashram builtin 1904 and the Buddhist Maha Vibaya built in
1894 Every vear when Vesak Day is cefebrated, thousands of

§ ieae

Buddhists follow a procession which starts from the
- Buddhist remple

Another Tandmark, which is spiritual in form il not
substance, is the only ficensed toddy stall in Kuala Lumpar
Jalan Berhala. Toddy. a wine made from the termented sap of 4
- type of palm tree, is sweetif well-made and always potent. Tt
s a drink associated with the poor and with .
Malaysians having hecome richor and  TOPENE Wine ...
acquiring a taste for ice beers in pubs, the toddy stall hae
experienced diminishing business

Some years ago, Brickiields had some red light
entertainment areas, but these have been gentritied in recent

times when several upmarket condominiums were bult there

Brickfields also had a cinema i now demolished i ¢ alled Lido,
(known as Prince’s Cinema in the prewar days, which sereened
Kuala Lumpurs tirst talking movie

The face of Brickfields wilt change forever when the billion-
nggit KL Sentral project is completed on fand belonging o
alayan Railways
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Central City

Many building projects stalled in 1987, when the regional
recession occutred as a result of the collapse of the Thai
baht. Kuala Lumpur, the capital city, is where most of
these massive constructions are sited and even today,
half-built projects can be seen ail over the city.

On a large tract of land at Brickfields—open and
pleasant to most Kl residents, but underutilised and in
dlre need of reinvestment to town planners and

hat used to be ied by warehouses,
raitway yards and dilapidated railway staff quarters, a new
transportation terminal is being built

Called Kuala Lumpur Sentral, the city-within-a-city
project is on 29 hectares of land and the final phase is
scheduled for completion by the year 2007 though it may
take longer now. The entire project is estimated to cost
RMS3 bitlion.

Bounded by Jatan Travers and Jalan Tun Sambanthan,
the project wilt turn the hitherto sieepy Brickfields into
the transportation hub of Kuala Lumpur.

KL Sentral is touted to become a vital centre for
business and commerce. it will have the only direct rail
fink to the new Kuala Lumpur International Airport at
Sepang via the Express Rail Link (ERL). Work on the ERL
was stalled for a while and the government recenily
pushed for the completion of this project, which wilt also
ensure the success of the other megaproject, the new
Kuata Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

KL Sentral, which is developed by public-listed
Malaysian Resources Corporation Berhad, wili also be
the City Air Terminal where passengers can check-in their
luggage, confirm their flights and travel 35 minutes on
the fast train to the KLIA,

The new Stesyen Sentrat Kuala Lumpur will become
the main platform of interchange for the city's new Light
Rail Transport (LRT), Express Rall Link, the electric KTM
Komuter train service and the existing North-South railway
line that goes to Singapore and Thaitand.




The 15th Mite

‘The station wili have 12 platforms, 28 tracks and five
ncourse areas which are designed to handle up to 99
_million travellers per year by 2020. The existing railway
_station services about 5.4 million people per annum.
Travellers entering Malaysia through KL Sentraf will
‘be able to book hotel rooms, hire cars, confirm flights
and change money at the one-stop centre where air,
rail and road communications meet. It will be an intelligent
set-up with computerised linkages via fibre optics
and satellite.

The Stesyen Sentrat Kuala Lumpur was supposed to
have been completed in 1998 to synchronise with the
gompletion of the new airport in Sepang. Work on it
stopped when the financial crisis hit Malaysia and it has
just resumed,
Other than the station, the first phase of KL Sentral
will include the 52-storeyed MRCB Tower, corporate
suites, condominiums, retail outlets, service apartments,
hotels and office buildings.

#twill also have an auditorium, a sports and recreation
centre, more than 30 acres of landscaped gardens and
16,000 parking bays.
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Venning's Labour of Love
for Lovers

Jalan Parlimen

he Lake Gardens  Kaala Lampur. now cafled Tanan
Fasik Perdana. has always been the place to be-not so

much for nature lovers as cortmg couples

To tease a couple that they laok tred because they had
pent the previous mght at Lake Gardens means that they had
feen out courting and romancng, The numerous shady irces
and cosy corners have always been alcoves for lovers

To discorage such actvities, the authorities often throwa
panner in the works for many couples and atter the distuption
the Tovers are reprimanded. These days, sodium
street lamps have been erected all over the park
Lo dampen the enthusasm of lovers

A fow years ago, there was a aewspapur 5575 %
report about City Hall responding Lo a
complaint that ts officers doubled as peeping
toms ity Hall seplied. The officers were placed there w
ermare the salety of the people and provent uswanted icdents
1 couples and Jovebirds saw them while they were having a
good wme, it was only pure comadence

The lovers—and the few nature Tovers-—have to thank
Affred Venning. the chairman of the Sanitary Board and State
Treastrer of Selangor, tor this beautrtul park that Keala Lumpuy
boasts. But Vennmg had mtended it to be a hotanic garden
rather than a lovers” haunt

In 1848 he proposed to Swettenham that a botanic
garden should he fard out in the long ravine on the outskirts of

the towieSeveral acres of swamp, n which briars and lalfavg




Verning's Labour of Love for Lovers

grest trees, screw pines and tree forns were interspersed in

sicturesque confusion
Swettenham and Venning spent several morings scouting
the forested area and finally, Swettenham agreed to the concept
and approved the allocation of some Government money
Over the next 10 years, Venning gradually cleared the forest
and faid out a park of 173 acres. Though enlarged. today's
Lake Gardens is not very different from what Venning had
greated. He had some experience in horticulture as he had
been a planter in Cevlon

Serub and fallang were cut, wild plants and common trees
were uprooted and replanted with omamentat and flowcring
trees and shrubs, and ‘an experimental cconomic garden’ was
faid out. Venning attracted the support ol many people in KI
in what they recognised as his labour of love

Towkay Ah Yeok contributed a hundred white chempaka
and orange trees. A construction engineer called Gordon
dammed up the Bras Bras River to create a lake which was
named Svdney lake, after Constance Sydney Holmes
Swettenham’s wife

Raja Brookes and Astronomy

The Lake Gardens area is one of the most poputar tourist
destinations in Kuala Lumpur—in fact, it was expanded
for that purpose.

Initially, the Orchid Park was set up—a place where
colourful and exotic orchids were grown and enthusiasts
could gather every weekend to exchange information and
pick up some new varieties.

Behind it lay the Hibiscus Park. Since the hibiscus, or
bunga raya in Malay, is Malaysia’s national fiower, the
park was seen as more significant even though the
orchids are just as pretty.

All sorts of hybrids can be seen at the Hibiscus Park
and there is even one named after the Prime Minister.
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Nearby, the Deer Park lets visitors feed the tame
animals. Look closely in the undergrowth and the tiny
kancil, the smail and shy mousedeer, can be seen.

Opposite the Orchid Park is the Bird Park. Over the
years, some birds have started breeding inside the
park and many have become used to the presence of
humans, such as the hornbills, which love to pick up
scraps of food from those eating at the balcony of the
fast-food outlet near the park's entrance.

Down the road is the Butterfly Park where winged
beauties flutter all around visitors and land on flowers to
feast on nectar.

A pungalow which used to be the residence of the
second Prime Minister, Tun Razak, has been converted
into a memorial complete with his coliection of watking
sticks, his extensive library and his favourite reading chair.

Nearby is the National Planetarium, housing
exhibits on astronomy, a telescope and a special theatre
with a hemispheric screen. Replicas of ancient
Indian and Chinese observatories and England’s
mysterious Stonehenge are found near the entrance
of the planetarium.

The planetarium is now connected by a pedestrian
bridge to the Muzium Negara (National Museum) which
was recently i with a new inis ion block.

Fine Sheet of Water
Lake Gardens was formally opened on 13 May 1889 by the
Covernor of the Straits Settdements, Sir Cecil Clementi Smith,
who was on a visit to Kuala Lumpur. It rained heavily on that
day, but it did not spail the event and before a farge gathering
of KIs colonial elite, he officially named the ‘fine sheet of
water' and declared the gardens open

Very quickly, the Lake Gardens was the place to go to for
relaxing strolls amidst pretty greenery and flowering plants
There was music wo—there were afternoon concerts by the
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Police Band The band regularly played at the Padang bat on
Thursdays 1t performed at Lake Cardens,

These davs. there are occasional musical performances at
the Panggung Anniversary, an outdoor stadiem near the 1 ake
Club. People s6ll o 1o the Lake Gardens for the quictude or
10 jog. And o court, of course

In 19
adventurous local to ex

(twas a common pastime lor Europeans and some

plore the ravines to the north and west

of the Lake Gardens. One could enter a ravine at Maxwell
Road (now falan Tun fsmaili and tollow the ail to emerge at
Damansara Road near the entance 1o Lake Gardens. Some
even rode horses 1n the ravines
The same vear, the Britsh Resident. 5% Tones, reported
‘Quite a number of common lowland birds may be seen in the
“Lake Cardens. Black Panther. Golden Cats iRimau Dauat
Honey Bears and a small pack of wild dogs have been seen in
these ravines following in the trarl of their food supply which
consists ol monkeys, mouse deer and small ground animals
Back then. Lake Gardens was pretty wild territory, quite
like an open menagerie. Now 1t 1s encircled by highways. The
ravines have been filled up and the only

animals o be found are stuited ones in the <
nearby Muzium Negara : Natonal Museum i =
and some tame ones at the Deer Park :
Birds sull abound, but most live in captevity \\)
atthe Bird Park

o]
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Monument with a
Chequered Past

The National Monument

Jalon Parlimen

morument. but

the National Monament n Kuala Lumpur and the famed

fwo fima monument in Washington United States of America

IHHW)W finds some resemblance, in style or thame between

he or she should not be accused of being ovenmagmative
The same sculptor did both works
N Tunku Abdul Rfﬂ‘m‘m the irst Prime Awestruck by
Minister, visited Washingtonin 1960 and two Jima ...
wan awestruck by the hwo fima monument
{t moved him o much that he dearded 10 commussion the
saulptor, Felix de Weldon. to design one tor his own couatry
1o commemorate those who died durmg the Emergency
(1948~ 19601

On 31 Tuly 1961, Tunky Taunched the National Monument
Fund and in an outpouring of patsotism all sorts of events
wech as talentimes and dance shows were organised to raise
funds. In many towns, there were Monument Queen beauty
pageants. In Kuala Lumpur, contests were held to prek a Miss
Pretty Feevand a Miss Seylish Harr

Radio Malaya charged a fee for each song request while
the footbalt authorities donated 2% of the ticket sales of the
1961 Malaya Cup fal

The 44 stall of the Selangor Information Oftice contributed
4% of their salary, while the government putin $260,000.

The tirst donor to the Fund was fater Tuni fmail Mohamed
Ak, Depaty Governor of Bank Negara (Malaysias Central
Bank: Bank Negara was also the treasurer of the Fund. He
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Monument with a Chequered Past

donated $50 inclusive of a $25 fine for speaking English to the
Tunku during the National Language Month

There were donors from outside the country~-some
foreigners and some Malayans working overseas

A message of support was received from Major General
Bela Kiraly, commander-in-chicf of the Fuungarian Freedom
Fighters during the Budapest Revolt of 1956, He could identify
with the anti-communist theme of the National Monument
The group, which existed in exile in New York, donated $713

A three-man team of Fast German refugees who visited
Malaya donated 200 marks

Raising Funds
Three Malayans working in a phosphate mine on Christmas
Istand donated $365. possibly a dollar for each day of the year
Five Malayan pear! divers from Broome, Western Australia,
sent 12 Australian pounds and 10 shillings {about $80 then?
Even the American expatriate community in Kuala Lumpur
gotinto the act and organised an All-Asia premicr of My Grisha
starring Shirley Maclaine and Yves Momand at Cathay cinema
on 16 March 1962, and raised $12,118
Teen idot and pop star Cliff Richard, who held a concertin
Kuala Lumpur in 1962, contributed $1,000

The donations simply rolled in, and money was not
a problem

There were no hitches until the monument was unveiled
Many criticised the monument, saying that the
soldiers looked too Caucasian. One critic Not local
pointed out that their hats resembled those worn— entough ... @
by Australian and New Zealander soldiers during
the Emergency. An ex-British serviceman wrote to say that

E

only the two fallen soldiers, representing dead communists,
had local features.

61
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Typically Malaysian

“The features are reduced to their classical proportions,
It is @ composite cross section of the Malaysian soldier.
The figures have high cheekbones which are typically
Malaysian. They have no European features. Everything
is idealised for the purpose of beauty, said the sculptor,
Felix de Weldon, who was rebutting criticism that the
monument was too Caucasian and did not reftect a
Malaysian identity.

There were some grounds for rebuttal. The uniforms were
Malayan because a sample had been sent to Felix de Weldon
and when he was working o1 his Washington studio, a member
of the Malayan Embassy staif had been his model

Furthermore, the central figure of the National Monument
an unarmed soldier holding the flag, was supposed to resemble
Tunku in his younger days

The momment was created in Washington in plaster and
cast in the Via Appia foundry in Rome, haly. The 6-metre tall
figures arrived at Port Swettenham inow called Port Klang)
by ship in June 1965

Felix thew in and selected the spot o erect the moaument
with Tunku. It was on a hdl overlooking the Lake Cardens and
the newly-built Parliament House. To make way for the
National Monument, a Malay palace. Istana Hinggap, was
demolished. 1t had been the Kuala Lumpur residence of the
Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negri Sembilan, and had been his
property since 1951

Thus the symbol of peace and freedom and a nation’s
determination to forge ahead against all odds, even communist
terrorists, came into being. The fallen figures symbolise the
enemy and evil. The two with Bren guns symbolise victory
and patriotism. The wounded and another helping him
symbolise sacrifice and brotherly love while the unarmed
soldier holding the flag, and modelled after Tunku, represents




Monument with a Chequered Past

ation on the basc is

spiritual and leadership values, The dedic
 in English and Jawi—Dedicated to the heroic fighters in the

cause of peace and freedom. May the blessing of Allah be
wpon them.

Templer's View

Tun Sir Gerald Templer, 8ritish High Commissioner and

Director of Operations during the Emergency years of

195154, visited the monument with his wife in Aprit 1966.

His verdict? ‘One of the finest in the world, and | have
* seen a lot of monuments:

The Peace is Shattered
The $1.5 million moenument o commemorate the 11,073
people who died during the Emergency was opened by the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong on § February 1966, and among the
guests were visiting Korean president Park Chung Hee and
his wite. Felix presented Tunku with 44 Long Play records of
Koran reading and a luminous manuscript of the Koran

Thousands of Malaysians headed for the latest artraction
in town. Tourists dropped by on city tours and took Tots of
snapshots. Postcards featuring the National Monument went
on sale. Commemorative stamps were issued

After a while, the National Monument became something
that was always there, like an old building or landmark, and
the nation went about its normal business. Tourists still turned
up by the bus loads and clicked away. All was quict and peaceful
at the national monument except for some overenthustastic
courting couples who happened to linger at the more remote
corners of the monument complex

Then the peace was shattered when 2 A bomb
bomb exploded prematurely just before dawn  €xplosion ...
on 26 August 1975

The communists, who had resurrected their campaign to

destabilise the government and turned their struggle into urban
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werroriem, had chosen to destroy the very symbol of thes deteat
to demoralsse the popuface

AL feast four tenasts, bedieved 1o be trom the Malavan
Nattonal Liberaton Front section of the Malayan Communisg
Party. including one woman, had planted time bombs all over
the monument designed to blast st anto smichercens One bomb
went off acaidentally. infurmy at least one of the wrrorists who
lotta trast of blood fa their hurry 1o escape on scooters, the
communists fett two crash helmers and andentity card

Among the first 1o be at the scene was thy thens ex-Prime
Ministers Taaku Abdul Rabiman. who was performing his
mormng pravers when he beard the explosion at 5 am He
rshed there with a cne camera butin his haste, he forgot o

toad the film

e Natsonal Monamenl foday - pmbed ol i sy |
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What he saw must have shocked him—one figure holding
2 Bren gun was on the Hoor in picces while the two figures
representing dead communists were ‘beheaded’. Perhaps as a
sign of providence, the central figure, the young Tunku
Jookalike, was refatively undamaged

Two time bombs were still ticking away and
they were defused by the bomb squad fater. They
were timed to explode when the morning guard

parade took place

The Malaysian people were shocked by the
bold act, bur their resolve was not broken and
they were still as generous as ever

Raising Funds Again

Prime Minister Tun Razak set up a restoration fund within
weeks and there was another round of lund-raising activities
In a replay of events thar took place in the early sixties, there
were all sorts of concerts, parties and functions to raise funds
o repair national pride

Reassembling the Cenotaph

The National Monument complex includes several
fountains, a semicircle of pavilions and a Cenotaph near
the entrance.

The Cenotaph was criginally placed at Victory Avenue
{now called Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin) near the railway
station. The granite Cenotaph was built in 1921 to

the fallen Ct troops in World
War |. Later, names of those who fell in World War Il and
the Emergency were added to the roll of honour.

It was taken apart piece by piece in November 1961
and reassembled at its present site when the Nationat
_ Monument was buil.
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Poputar siger Saloma performied There were desaticns

o Asd 10 comumnisg detoneey

Hon Fifipano and Carkhasoldee
ave S 180
At premrere ol Somsn Sifam at Kuals Lampuss Federal

et rarsed $91 00T The e frle premeered 1 Qnew

Cmema o Siawart and rased Ry

A lec e with the Tnsuat Foknolog Mara School of Ar
el Destgen € hrstoplics € asmy was commssioned o restore
Uy momment and he resorted o wang new methods or

the o

With help bom Terenggams crabismen and students from
PN Mut Lantan Zolkadh Maalana and T amid Hassan
e monuaent was reparred anaveas ata costob S0 D
Phere wore some atempts o Malavsanise the faces of the
Qamged Trmares, bat i was nevey oitictlv duclined how
i Comadttl these attempis were Three gold mosae domes were
and a decorazve cam secaney tence bl aca

abees repatted
161 378,092

i oo0 - The restoration fund had sased

cost ol §

il the remasnder went tethe feroe” Wella bund
v i 1977 the Nanonal Monumentwas s upencd and

ettty and curiis locals remned by the thoumands

Comtmg comples. howeser had to find other remote
e for then noctusnal trgses - the Natonal Monument

was Tocked up alter dusk
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Desirable Dwelling

Persiaran Mahamery

Haliyeiat very own Ratflen Hoel?

erched on 4 hilllop overlooking a pretty garden below
Pthc balcony, with verdant scenery just bevond 1t fence
and the blue hills of the Mam Range in the detance. Carcosa
is everybody's dream home. Currently, it 18 perhaps the only
hotel in Malaysia which can match the Ratfles i Simgapore in
terms of grandeur and history
Carcosa, that colonial gem. was the house that Frank
Swettenham built—and lived in
Swettenham had an dlustrions career as the Resedent
General of the Federated Malay States and Governor of
Singapore. Being the Englahman that he was, with the very
 Epglishaspiracion of lving in a country estate, he built a home
tting his station in lije
The origin of that exotic non-English non-Malay name
arcosa remamed 3 mystery tor a good many vears ull
mebody contacted the builder himselt i 1936 for
clarification. Swettenham had by then been Tving in retrenient
i1 the West Fnd of London
Builtin 1398 a0 2 cost of $67.000. the mamion was named
Bfcosa by Swettenham, who came across it in the dedic atory
155 at the front of a book of harror stories called The King fir
I
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Strange (5 the night where black stars e
Asid e moans e throwgh the skies

But stranger sull iy Lost Carcasa

Sonigs that the Hyaudes shill sing
Wohere fluap the tatters af the king

Arest die unbeard i Do Carcosa

Sondd of my soul my poice is deai
e thow wnsung as lears woshud
Shall dry and die in Lost Carcosa

Cassilda’s song in The Kieg fn Yellow Act | Scene 2

Swettenham opined that the name had been ‘created by
the author's fancy though it Tooks like a combination of the
lakian words cara and case and would mean “desrrable dwelling”
as indeed, Found

Swettenham himselt had heen very much involved in the
building of his deswable dwelling. In 1896, he prcked a choice
picce of land on a hill overlooking the Lake Cardens and m
the distance, the halls of the interior. In his time, there was sull
much greenery around and often, deer straved into the park
helow. And irds would land on branches near his balcony
and break into song

It is not known if Swettenham was ever

Good
fengshui .. ¥

introduced 1o the Chinese geomantic art ol
feng sh, but the site he chose was indeed

favourable




Desirable Dwelling

Palace-Warming Bash

The newspapers catled it ‘Mr Swettenham's Palace’ and
indeed it was as imposing as a palace. Though someone
commented that it ‘stood out uncomfortably on the
skyline; Carcosa was still the grandest mansion in Kuala
Lumpur at that time,

According to M., Bariow, a fancy dress ball was held
©on 29 August 1898 to celebrate the opening of Carcosa
and the theme was based on Unaddressed Letters, a
book by Swettenham which was published earlier that
year featuring a picture of Swettenham wearing a hat
tooking rather ‘dapper’ framed by the doorway of a
wooden house.

The next day, The Malay Mail reported: ‘Carcosa of
course lends itself admirably to the entertainment of a
large number of guests, but it would indeed havetobea
brittiant assembly to surpass the effect produced upon
the raind by the gaily dressed and faughing throng which
crowded the beautiful rooms and verandahs of the
Resident-General's palatial house Jast night’

The newspaper carried a list of attendees and it was
like 8 Who's Who of the colonial community. There were
only three natives—the Kapitan Cina, Thamboosamy Pillai
and Loke Yew.

‘Mrs Baxendale, wife of the head of the Public Works

as Unad Letters, in a yellow
dress, i with white fig de-lys, in imitation
ot the cover of the book; wrote Barlow.

“The genial Dr Travers was dressed as Ally Sloper, the
hero of a London weekly magazine, Ally Sloper’s Half
Holiday, which humorously chronicled Atlly Sloper's
escapades attempting o ascend the upper reaches of
high society!

The musicians comprising the Perak and Selangor
bands struck up in harmony, the spirits flowed freely and
the revellers danced till their feet ached and a few tipsy
guests must have made their way to a remoter corner
for a snooze because the party lasted till dawn.

Swettenham had a special fondness for Carcosa and
he actually used the name Carcosa as the telegraphic
code for Resident-General.
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RLLITTE

D e Kl s e Sangaperes Maffie o

AL, Norman has been credited with destgmng the buitdisng
thengh Spooner damed that he was the siding hand hehund
it devgn Regardless of who the designer was there was
ndoubtedly enthusiastic smput from Swettenham, probably
becatise e had beea instrmental mdesigning and buldsag
the howse for the Brinsh Resident. The Resideney, on another

Illtop overtooking the Combak River:and he never got 1o

atay st Fhis ume. he planned 1 grander mansson and made
wre that he staved there

But when Swettenham retursed o ths part of the world «
Resident-General of the PMS in fune 1896 he was temporanby
siven the ase of the Covernment Secretary’s house i Like
Cardens. near where todays War Memorial and Navonat
Monument are. This was Tater kpown as the Old Carcosa and
ane wonders it this could be the Tatana Fhinggap which was
demolished to make way tor the Natonal Mosument i the

carly 1960
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Classy Abode

Swettertham’s hiographer, Barlow. says: “Initially conditions
were rough. The whole place was drenched every time it rained
But ultimately he was not to live in discomiort: $8 000
was sanctioned for furniture. Nevertheless it was cramped
and unsuitable for entertaining: when Swettenham gave a
dance there on 5§ November 1896, supper had to he served
in two shifts.

By the end of Junc 1896, the site for the new howse lor the
Resident-General had already been chosen, 1o the west of the
Lake Cardens.

Swettenham was said to have been very satistied with the
chocolate and cream tiles that covered the ground floor
verandah and his private rooms which were ‘surrounded by a
verandah laid with Minton Hollins ornamental floor tles
imported from Switzerland'

Countless tea and dinner parties were held on the lush

grounds of the mansion, not to mention formal receptions
and indoor dinners, candlelit undoubtedly, peppered
with polite small talk, waltzing and tittering, What gossip,
what news, what secrets—state or personal—the walls must
have overheard

Swettenham stayed there till he became the Governor of
Singapore in 1901, upon which he moved to the € overnment
House in Singapore

Carcosa has always served as the home of top British
officials, such as the Resident-General, Chief Secretary, Federal
Secretary and British Resident of Selangor.

During World War 11, a Japanese gencral moved in and
fater, it became an officers’ mess. After the war, it continued as

an officers’ mess-—for the British soldiers this time. Later, it
resumed its role as the home of the Chief Secretary

Its last occupant was Sir David Watherson, who acted as
host to the Duke of Gloucester when he came as representative
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of the Qseen o presens the consttntanal mstuments t Tunku

Abdut Rahman in recogninon of Malayas mdependence

m 1957

I'he Tankn graciowdy presented Carcosa 1o the Bosh
Covernment to be wed as the High Commussioners home
Thes state of aftairs contnued il abmost 36 years later, when
tising nationalistic emeotions forced the Malaysian Government
o claum it back from the Brinsh on £ August 1986

A short walk from Careosa is the Btana Tetamu, another
arand bulding which was called Kings House incolomal tmmes
Phis was built in 1904 by the Federal Malay States Government
s the residence of the Governor of the Straits Setdenents
Jutana Tetamu was used as a Government guest house for VIPs
and those who have stayed it included the Shalyof Tran
Queen Elizabeth 1L the Emperorof Fthiopra. President fobnson
and President Marcos

Carcosa and Istana Totamu, later renamed Sers Pegara, woere
refurbished into classical hotels obering 13 lusurious suites
Carcosa Sert Negara opencd on 1 November 1989 featurmg a
Kind of ostentation that was rare in Kuala Lampur There were
thick carpets. gold plated faucets jacuzze, sitver forks and
poons, Bse bone chimaware, crystal chandeliens and four
poster beds The restaurant served nouveau cusine. fine wines
and cigars and cognac with cotlee

Queen Blizabeth stayed there adow vears ago and the stte
Jhe was i, the Serr Fhean suite, has boeen renamed Queen’s
Suite, Prince Phulip stayed just next door and
that suite 18 now called Dukes Suite

Abterall these years, Carcosastdtresonates

with the presence of the Britsh

S
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The Resident’s Residence

falen Dato Onn

Th« Residency s the other howse that Frank Swettenhan:
buift which he never ot to lve in

Tracing the history of the Residency will lead the historian
to Klang where Captain Bloombreld Doaglas, who became
British Resident m 1876, was rather wary ol being under attack
and his Residency in that town had all the appearance of an
armed post amidst a hostile popufation

When the State capital moved from Klang to Kuala Lumpur,

he sefected a hill overlooking the Combak river as the site for
his new Residency. There, he plamned to construet a redoubt

from which be could fire at will at Kuala Lumpur' town centre

Y
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W onecessary. Bt s superors (Sir Frederck Weld, who wais
then Admuustrator based i Simgapore. and Swettenham. wha
was the Assistant Colonaf Searetary at that umei decided
apainst Lis plams s they were not so affficred by the sege
mentality. And the State Government was a bit fow on funds
anvway, e it was decided to dismantle the Residency and
other goverament huildings 1 Klang and ship them upniver
to kala Lumpur for reassembly

Nevertheless, Douglas womed the Ressdency o a
makeshiit fort by installing a howttzer at ity terrace and
enlivencd gubernatonal visets by target pracuee sn the divection
of the ungle outskirty

That Residency in Klang was a spacious doublestoreyed
iimber burddimg constructed by Tinku Kudin for the frse Brish
Ressdent in Selangor, 1O Diavidson, who areved i Diecember
1874 When Davidson was sent to Perak two vears later 10
replace Birch who was murdered, Douglas ook over as British
Resident in Selangor

However, Douglay performance was below par and he was
asked to resian by the Governor m 1882, Frank Swettenham
was sent o replace Douglas in Auguat 1882 and he shifted
into the wooden Residency which had a dining roomy, s drawing
room, six bedrooms with verandahs and five bathrooms The
fHuor was made of cement and there were no mats o carpets
Swettenham wrote to Weld that he necded $1,500 for urmiwre
and another $100 annually tor maintenance

While he felt that the Residency was adequate for Douglas
et seemed likely that he thought it unfac tor himsedt

te 1885, Fugh Low, who was the second Bratish Resident
of Perak, woent on Jeave and Swettenbam was requested to take
over hus post temporartly. In Perak, he tound the ime to draw
plans for a new Residency m Kuala Lumpur with the help of
the Perak State engmeer

When he returned to Kuaala Lumpar, he handed the plan
1o the Selangor State engineer and asked him 1o prepare new

plans which he sent o the Governor o Singapore, along with
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a proposal to build the new Residency with Selangor
Government funds

The plans, with some amendments including piflars in the
drawing room and a large metal porch, were accepted and the
Residency was built ncar the old structure. Swettenham

went on leave from 1886 till 1887 and in his absence, [P, &

Rodger took over his post. Construction
of the Residency during Rodgers time A snails pace ... §f
continued, but at a snails pace

When Swettenham returned to Kuala Lumpurin late 1888
it was still incomplete and he quickly arranged for more workers
to finish the joh. The Residency was finally completed in 1889
but by then Swettenham was appointed Resident of Perak. a
post he held dll 1896

The Residency that Swettenham built was first occupied
by his successor, William Maxwell. And when he served as
Resident-Ceneral of the Federated Malay States till he ook

up the post of Governor of Stngapore in 1901, his residence

was the other, much grander. house that he built—Carcosa
Leading Residents
The last colonial official to live at the Residency was EV. Dick
Duckworth, whao served as the last British Adviser in Selangor
from 1954 tll May 1956. Three months later, Tunku Abdul
Rahman, who had become Malaya’s Chicf Minister, moved in
and lived there till he resigned as Prime Minister of Malaysia
in 1971

Thus the Residency has the distinction of having been the
residence of the first British Resident, the first Chict Minister
and the first Prime Minister of Malaysia

In 1971, there were plans to demolish the building, but
Tunku appealed to the authorities to save it and in 1978, he
expressed his wish to see it used as a monument

His wish was granted on 10 November 1994, when the
Residency was reopened as the Tunku Abdul Rahman

%6
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Memoral fowas rehstbehed ata cost of RAE nullion wirgy

two new wings adided o

The memoral s about TG00 exinhits, some dating trom
o3 Furmitare frons Tunkas honse i Peaang and Koala
Panupin have been placed o the memoral along witl s cigarg
e taclen, troplhics, medih, awards, phatographs and other
petsanaf cfect

Furnitare fiom Tankes affice when he was Prime Missier
are aleo o exhubion There s also a carving nhlack gramie
of Tunku wirh hes night haodap i the fanubar pose when he
shoated Merdeka An entire secaon features cartoons and
caricates of Tanku

The visttos will discover some mteresting facets aboat
Tunku that e wasnvolved i the movies. as dneaior of
Semptuin Mainars and serprwiier of R Beesons And v that
e Bked dancimg - it Savang whidh was s favounie
Ronggeny and Mak Inang
The Resideney mseli s famed for the sstang room calied

Cara Raom named thus becanse the fumare was bought
S fuska m Cano acallv, thev are replicas made by
the Prisons Depariment and the osiganals ave m s
Petalig Lava houses The Caro Room was where

rworeceived guests There was g smaller siting

room tor his fanuly

The dinmg roont e also hustorcas many decisons of great
miportance were decided there dusing Cabimet meetmgs over
some refreshments

When Tunku became Chiet Minstes i August (955 he
was oftered a house at No o 1, Hose Road, near wday's Dewar
Bahasa dan Pustaka, but that howse was 1na poor state. feseems
that he was then ottered Carcosa. but he preferred the
Resideney at Brockman Road irenamed lalan Dato Onn
0 19031

The twosstareyed Residency had five bedrooms, two sitting
yooms and a dining room There were paatings of Tunku and
Sharstah Rodziah by Ceorgette Chen in the Residency

1ve
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Tunke also kept pets —awo Samese tighting fish and an
Alsatian dog called Sen

His ottice was 1 a sglestoreyed wooden building near
the tenais court and he simply walked 10 work. returmng to
have funch with his family whenever he could, after which he
napped 10 an air-conditoned bedroom atter setung the alarm
on his wristwatch

Tueku had tour houseboys whe had 1o wear Malay clothes
with scarfet samping and black songket. Fo had a personal valet
and two dnvers. As Prime Minister, he had the choice ofusing
either a Chrysler Tmperial or a Cadillac converuble

Tunku, being the amiable peeson that he was, was as
informal with hisstatt as he was with othere regardless of their
station in lile In 1956, when the visitmg Duke of Edinburgh
Prince Philip. was staying at the Readency, he and Tunku
searched for dusians in the kitchen of the Residency. Tunky
must have been trying o introduce the tropical delight to the
prince, since no visit would be complete without sampling
the king of frits. It was not recorded. however, whether they

found any.

4 @}A CLOSER LOOK ...

At the Lake Gardens, it 15 guite

diming experience
f 1me fow areen i KL,

ve 4 liking for Uhe

v Fark which are unique and wall
the busy highways
a¢

fons and

wester, despite

weekends, jo

o6 nearby. |n the evenings an
throng the running t
famiiies can be seen on cutings.

Although the amount of air pallution in Ki. wouid render an
attempt at combing the night. sky at the National Plaretarium
futile, the special movies there are worth watching, The Nationat
Monument, rowever, s worth visiting otk for iteelf and the
stimalating scilptures by Southeas tiets at the base
of the hill.

G and autdoor exercise ela

L Agan ¢




The Bangsar Area
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Mostly Millionaires

Bangsar

s turnied into
o be,

How an ¢ld r
the trendi

H ow many millionaires are there in Bangsar? As many as
there are bungalows in the prime residential area

The old rubber estate started by investors Bunge and Grisar
{the Bungsar road was named after them), which was at one
time malaria-infested, has become what a top government
official labelled an ‘urban slum’

But urban slum or otherwise, Bangsar is one of the most
sought-after addresses in modern day Kuala Lumpur because
of its location-—within the city’s boundaries and minutes away
by car to Petaling Jaya

Bungsar Road was built around 1912 and it was linked to
the road which led to the emerging town of Kuala Lumpur.
The rubber estate was surrounded by jungle. Over the years,
the spetling of Bangsar evolved with an ‘2’ replacing the v

The rubber trees have long been felled to make way for
single-storeyed and double-storeyed link houses and
bungalows. For a long time, Jalan Maarof, the main access road
to Bangsar homes, was not linked to Damansara and the
housing estate was relatively quiet

City by the River

Bounded by Jalan Bangsar, Jalan Syed Putra and the
Federal Highway, Mid-Valley City will be on the last great
patch of wasteland in the city,

It will be a huge RM2.3 billion project, the second
largest in Malaysia, on 50 acres of land beside the Klang:
River. it is a joint venture between City Hall and Mid,
Valley City Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of public-listed 1GE
Corporation Bhd.
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To be completed in several phases over 10 years, the
entire project will comprise 18 million square feet of
integrated development inciuding 16,000 car park bays.
Phase One features a five-storeyed Mega Mall with 4.5
milfion square feet of retail space featuring three major
anchor tenants, several mini anchor tenants, about 500
retail outlets and 400,000 square feet of indoor
entertainment space. [t is the largest retail centre in Asla,
and opened just before Christmas in 1999. Along with it
will be six office towers, 30 signature offices and a four-
star Traders' Hotel, all scheduled to be completed in 1998.
in iate 1999, only cne component of the project had been
completed—the Mega Mall

Phase Two will feature more office towers, hotels and
an International Convention Centre.

To make way for Mid-Valiey City, one of the oldest
kampungs in the city, Kempung Haji Abduliah Hukum,
will be demolished and the villagers have aiready been
given new flats to live in.

The kampung was named after its first penghuiuwho
settied there with his Kerinchi followers. They cieared
the jungle and pianted padi, maize and vegetables.

The area in the days of Haji Abdullah Hukum was
called Sungei Putih (White River).

Fhen came the condonunium craze and up went the
buildings one by one Now. Bangsar has probably the highest
concentration of high-rise upmarket condominmms in the city,
Tt is getting congested, but people still want to live there

With the ever-growing demand for Bangsar homes
property prices have shot up and now a double-storeyed link
house is worth half a million ringgit and a single-store:

bungalow costs more than a million. Double-stor
bungalows with big plots of land can fetch more than two
million ringgit. Bangsar has created many millionaires in the
past tew years
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With the affluent Pantai Hills area adjoining Bangsar, the
area probably has the highest number of millionaires
in the city.

Bangsar is the kind of place that is ever-evolving—there
are now two shopping complexes, the Mun Loong outlet next
to Bangsar mosque, and the Bangsar Shopping Complex along
Jalan Maarof

Jalan Maarot itself has changed, with many of the
bungalows along it being converted into shops selling antiques,
lights, furniture and interior decor items

Settling in White River

The first settlers of Bangsar were not millionaires or
yuppies, but a motley group of Kerinchi Malays led by
Haiji Abdullah Hukum bin Abdul Rahim (1835-1043).

Haji Abdullah Hukum, who sailed to Malaya around
1850 from Kerinchi in Sumatra, founded the kampung in
the 1890s.

The able leader managed to obtain permission from
the British Resident, William Maxwelf (who took over from
Swaettenham in 1888), and Raja Laut to develop the land
inthe Sungei Putih area. He had earlier opened farms in
the areas now called Bukit Bintang and Bukit Nanas.

With his loyal following of feflow Kerinchis, he settied
at White River, cleared the jungle and started farms
growing vegetables and fruits.

Bangsar has also become an entertainment district of sorts
Some years back, hawker stalls lined Jalan Telawi Lima and
nightbirds and disco-kakis used to pop over for late-night teh
tarik, roti canai and nasi lemak. These were relocated in a building
which is fondly known as the Jolly Green Giant. A side road
nearby is still lined with stalls every night

A seafood restaurant proved popular and other restaurants
opened. OF late, Bangsar has become very cosmopolitan as
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expatrate workers and forcgn mvestors have set ap
homes there
N, there are restaurants selling Thai, Turkish. Austrian
Continental, Chinese, fapanese, North Indiaa. vegetanan
Mexican, falian and Malaysian food. One canhave sushi, Taksa
maan, nachos or pizza Fast-lood outlets, ice cream parfours
and gourmet colfee joints have also setap shop there. Clabs
pubs and bars have opened next to cach other, all wying to
outdo cach ather i terms of concept and decor. The

fatest fad is the cvher cate where one can surf the

nternet while munching chocolate mulfine and
drinking coftee. During the recession, many of
these cyber cales closed. Many other outlets also
closed or were sold out to investors who still had

the guts—and cash

Despite the recession, tready Bangsar is still seting the

sivle and pace for the rest of Kuala Lampur

Werewolves in KL?

i & local legend is to be believed, Kuala L.umpur had
its fair share of roaming werewolves. They apparently
strayed into the city from Kampung Kerinchi, which is
near Bangsar.

Kampung Kerinchi, situated beside the Federal
Highway near Universiti Malaya and the affluent Pantai
Hills, was founded by a group of Sumatrans from Kerinchi
in the Jambi district of Sumatra in the 1890s.

They were probably linked to the other group of
Kerinchi people who founded nearby Kampung
Abdullah Hukum.

These Sumatrans had set foot on Malayan soil as early
as the 1850s. They settied in Bukit Nanas and Sungei
Besi, and grew pineapples. Later, they moved on and
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ended up founding Kampung Kerinchi where they cleared
fand and cultivated vegetabies, fruits and padi. Some
of the kampung folk were reputed to have the power to
turn themselves into wolves.

The kampung folk used to seil their vegetables and
fruits at Central Market and it was a four-hour trek to get
to the town centre. Some people still recall waking up at
3 am to hike on jungle paths to get to Kuala Lumpur's
main market at Rodger Street.

Kampung Kerinchi today is like a modern suburb with
low-cost flats and new apartment blocks. It is connected
by a new road to numerous blacks of condominiums at
the adjoining Pantai Panorama hiltop project.
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New Straits Times Press Group

Jaton Riong

T:u Malay AMailthe alternoon English tbloid which has
become synonymous with charitable actvitios. turmned 100
in 1990

The newspaper--an indispensable guide for ob seekers
and thowe who want o pick ap a second-hand car hecatme

ol 1ts popular Classihieds section ~has hecome an

istrttion in Kuala Lampur. Reading 1 while
having funch has become a habie tor many
ressdents i the Klang Vallev Atter the meou. Ti
Alatbey Maih s nest

The Malay Ml was Kuala Lumpur's firsg
newspaper when itwas launched on 14 December
1496 by Tohn HEA Robson. the son of a clergyman
whao started his sogourn i the Fast as a tea planter m Ceylon
at the age of 19,

Though Robson was a newspaper publisher, he apparently
died nochave journalism in his blood. Years fater he wrote i1
had my time over agam Eshould have no desire whatsoever 1o
start a daily newspaper in Malaya or elewhere

Before The Malay Ml which was a broadsheet then, dhere
were other publications [n 1896 the Sclangor Government
published its officral Selangor Gazette, which was somewhat like
a newsletier that included local news and advertisemenc, In
1892 the Selanger Tournal was launched by the Government
printer and two men-—Robson and WW. Skeat

A magazine which contained focal and foreign news

coppets of gossip on Buropean We in Kuala Lumpur and
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Selangor, historical articles and personal perspectives, the
gazette lasted four years till the launch of The Malay Madl

In those days, the newspaper was very different from today’s
editions. The front page comprised advertisements on property
for salc, services available and shipping available

The first issue had advertisers such as Chow Kit & Co;
Macreath’s The Dispensary, A.C. Harper & Co, Chartered Bank
of India, Australia and China, Riley, Hargreaves & Co, The
Straits Trading Company Limited; Boustead & Co and Howarth

Erskine Limited. Several mare and pony harnesses were also

advertised for sale

From a shophouse at Market Street, Robson more or less
single-handedly wrote, edited, solicited for advertisements and
printed the four-paged (its pagination increased to 16 later)
The Malay Mail , which had a circulation of 200

The Malay Mail is now owned by the New Straits Times
Press Group, Malaysia’s largest newspaper publisher.

The Old Faithful

The New Straits Times, an institution in Malaysian journalism,
started off as The Straits Times and Singapore Jowrnal of Commerce
It commenced publication on 15 July 1845, from a small
shoplotat No_ 7, Commercial Square (today known as Raffies
Place), Singapore

It was ‘printed on new types, on fine English paper’ and
consisted of eight folio papers. it cost half a Spanish doliar
per copy.

It was not the first newspaper to be printed in this part of
the world—the Singapore Chronicle was first published in 1824
and the Singapore Free Press in 1835. There was a third newspaper,
called Straits Messenger, which was published before The Straits
Times and the Singapore Journal of Commerce. But all these have
disappeared from the scene

The Straits Times and Singapore Journal of Commerce, founded by
Martenius Thaddens Apcar and edited by Robert Carr Woods,
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were mot so much newspapers, hat weekly newsleer
publeshed on Tuedavs, tor traders and shippers

Fhe arramgements made by the Proprictor will it
Contidendly cxpected cnsire for The St Tines o wide
Crelaton, cpecially amorgae the mercastle community
| he

conducted are those which will ever sdeatty The St T

whnbat the princeples on which the publicatson wi

with the general mterests of the Serdement. stated the front
page announcement on the firs cdinon of the newspaper

which sounded almast ke a mussion statement

Fhe front page comprised manly adverisements on
pp schedules ol vessels heading tor destmations like
Bativia, Landon. Aamida and Calentea There were also
advertmements for the safe of a fow boxes of fresh lapanese
e an excellent biltiard table with cues, hridges apparatus
for Tamps two Guzerat Milch goats with three kids alln
excellent conditson and @ comiorsable and convemently
citted frouse m Eligh Streer saitable fora family with o
hose complete

There were arge adverisements on the sale of 4 valuable
and chaice selecuon of Briish, french and Clina goods” at

the Cursetiee s Co shop st Commercial Sauare and the

ellicaciotsness of Holloway's Pills and Omoent which were
nnciots Lo the wenderest infant or to the weakest
comsnuton. aod caually promptand sure meradicatog discase

from the most robust frame

High-Flying Antics

When the New Straits Times (NST) celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 1995, the newspaper organised an
international hot air balloon festival. It was faunched with
the high fliers of NST, the information Minister, Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat, and the Datuk Bandar (mayor), Datuk
Mazlan Ahmad, taking a ride on one of the bafloons at
Merdeka Square. They reached a height of 45.7 metres
and had a good view of the KL skyline.
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The hot air balloonfest saw some 20 brightiy-coloured
balloons from Britain and other European countries taking
1o the skies of Kuala Lumpur and other cities in Malaysia.

It was the first time many KL residents had seen a
hot air balloon, but not the first time that one had graced
KLUs sky. If they had been around a century ago, they
wouid have seen a hot air balloon flying’ in Kuala Lumpur.

in 1894, Professor Lawrence who styled himself
as a 'Practical Aeronaut and Aerial Engineer' made
his way to Kuala Lumpur (it is not recorded whether he
arrived by his hot air bafloon or by normai means of
transportation) and prepared to take a flight in ‘a batloon
inflated with hot air from a fire laced with paraffin’ at the
Padang in front of Selangor Club. Apparently, it was done
for a fee and initially, there were some problems raising
the minimum amount, but when a Chinese spectator
offered to underwrite the event, Prof Lawrence gamely
took to flight.

The Selangor Journal reported: ‘He then moved off
to the parachute, whife a iocal sportsman dashed through
the crowd with a bottle of beer wherewith to refresh him,
took leave of his colleagues, bade farewell o his wife,
ordered the stays to be cast loose, and, amidst
enthusiastic clapping and cheering, the balicon siowly
soared aloft to a height of 20 feet (6 metres);

The newspaper catered to readers in the Straits Settlements
and there was a monthly summary consisting of eight pages
‘comprising a precis of nteligence connected with the Straies
China’ which was despatched by steamer to Europe

In 1858, it became a daily newspaper with more emphasis
on local news. A Saturday weekly edition was also published

for 1ts overseas readers, especially in Malacca and Penany
Even though it was the leading newspaper of the region then
its circulation was not more than 200 tor the first 50 years of
its publication

The newspaper has been published everyday without fail,
except for a three and a half year break during Wockd War [1
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I 1072, the newspaper spht mto two separate entties the
Singaporean The Straits Tomes and the Malaysian New Straits Tines
[0 both countries the newspapers became the feadimg and most
intluential publications (Although T he Star has somewhat
avertaken the New Straits Tines in recent years:

In the old days. the newspaper's olfice Kuala Fumpur
was at alan Podu near Bukit Bintang. It fater shifted 1o 31
falan Riong, Bangsar

@;A CLOSER LOOK ...
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The Bukit Bintang Area
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Bukit Bintang

Ymmg girls biving in Bukit Bintang learnt at an carly age
not to wear cheongsams, hold their hankies daintily nor
ride on trishaws. For that was the signature of the strampets of
Star Hill (Bukit Bintang in Malay)

Chow Kit had its share of prostitutes, but they were
predominantly Malay. Bukit Bintang was the pleasure dome
for the Chinese. Not only were many of the women there
streetwalkers, but some were kept women. Rich Chinese
towkays had the habit of stashing their mistresses in Bukit
Bintang flats

Of course, today’s hookers do not wave fittle hankies or
ride trishaws any more. These days, pimps in Proton Wiras
filled with well-dressed, good-looking
girls drive around the area, park outside  Hi-tech
Sun Complex (reputed to have several  mama-sans ...
apartments which are centres of nefarious

activities and communicate with each other and their mama-
sans {normally oldish women who are in charge of these outlets
of sexual pleasure) with digital GSM handphones. [t is a bit

more sophisticated and hi-tech these days.

Bukit Bintang has two faces—one segment of it, closer to
Jalan Raja Chulan (previously known as Weld Road}, is more
residential and genteel while the other segment, closer to Jalan
Bukit Bintang and Jalan Imbi, is rough and rowdy. That is where
the dark side of Bukit Bintang lurks and, of course, where the
crowds are

The genteel part has bungalows and posh apartments
especially near the Jalan Bukit Ceylon area where several

307
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Tuxarious condominiums have been built 1 the past few years
Fhe other side of Bukie Bintang has shophouses. offices and
cheaper flats

i1 the ofd davs. Bukit Bintang was where onc could dance
the night away at the famed BR Park. an amusement centre
which over the years hecame rather ramshackle but otfered
Tots of fun and excitlement anyway

BB Park had something for everyone. Ofd-tmers will recall
the dance wirls dressed i cheongsams and sarong kebayas. In
the 195, 1t cost 20 cents for a round of Ronggeng on an
open-air platorm while side an enclosed hall one could fox-
ot or chacha with the girs at 2§ cents pery dance

BE Park had lots of stalls selling food drinks

warments and souvenirs. One could win prizes at

game stalls by knocking down a wall of tin cans witha
certain number of balls, aiming a dart at the right playing
card; or throwing a ball nto a cut-out lown’s mouth

Fhere were roller coaster rides, a Ferris wheel, merry-go-
round. dodgem cars and slot machines There were also peep
holes where those in the know, mostly naughty children fram
the nerghbourhond, could find out what was happening behind
closed curtans

The games stalls and tun-rides were at Ghe front portion of
158 Park while the rear portion presented a wareen of crumbling
$8 back m

cubictes where prostitutes would do a trick for
the 19605

BB Park was also notortous for gang wars and inside the
amusement park itselt were several gangs, cach controlling a
section of it Turf wars were common

In the 19305, Bukit Bintang contained only three mansions,
2 Chinese school, the Bukit Bintang Girls Schoof, a few
churches and several orchards growing rambutans and durians.
In the old days, it was also known as Bukit Kopi or Kopi San
Coffee Hill'in Malay and Cantonese respectively) because

coffee was grown in the area
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In the later part ol the 19th century, Bukit Bintang was
settled by Kerinchi Malays who were Ted by Haji Abdullah
Hukum. They opened farms and grew vegetables, sugar cane,
bananas, sirih and fruits

Money River
In the 19305, a tiger was spotted strolling down the middle
of Jalan Bukit Bintang heading towards Pudu. At that time
{and even now), Pudu was called Poon San Pa Chalf jungle
in Cantonese

Later, more huildings and shophouses were built in the area
The tallest at one time was the four-storeyed Capitol Hotel
awned by property tycoon, Tan Sri Low Yar

In the late 19505, the 2{-storeyed Federal Hotel, also built
by Tan Sri Low Yat, became the tallest building and the carliest
tuxury hotelin the city. The hotel, upgraded over the vears. is
still operating today and its top-floor revolving restaurant
which was its star attraction back then, is still drawing
in the crowds

Children who grew up in Bukit Bintang would remember
clambering all over to catch a glimpse of Hong Kong movie
stars who would grace events at Pavilion cinema and
Federal Hotel,

The First Luxury Hotel

The Federai Hotel in Bukit Bintang was the first
international-standard hotel in Malaya. Tunku Abdul
Rahman asked contractor (fater Tan St} Low Yat to build
the hotel to house guests for the independence Day
celebrations. Low Yat summoned his son, Low Yow Chuan
{now Tan Sri), who was then studying architecture in
Australia, to return home and help plan the hotel
which was in time for the ions on 31
August 957,
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Tan Sri Low Yow Chuan was reported as saying: Tunku
used to treat the Federal Hotel like his own. Most
Government functions were held there. We were the only
grand hotel then. The Merlin came later. Everybody came,
It was packed every night. There were not many tourists
those days, so those who came were mostly local people!

Some years back, the metal cladding on the celling
of the overhang at the hotel's entrance collapsed and
proke three of the four stone lions guarding the front
doors. These were quickly replaced and word spread
around town that Datuk Low Yow Chuan had lady luck on
his side as the fourth guardian lion was spared and there
was still good feng shui flowing into his hotet.

Federal was the grandest hotel in Kuala Lumpur in
the late 1950s and it was matched only when the Merlin
Hotel (now called Concord Hotel), at the junction of Jalan
Ampang and Jalan Suitan Ismail, was built in 1959,

Todav's Bukit Bintang is one of the busiest spots in the crty
with a large number of shopping complexes. The old BB Park
has heen demolished and rebuitt on ity siee s Supgei Wang

Money River' in Malay, but its Chinese name means ‘Cold
River't Plaza. Upgraded several umes, the shoppiag complex
which celebrated 1ts 20th anmversary in 1997, has become an
instinstion m the retail vrade and s still the most popular

shopping centre in the city,

Star City

Newspapers called it ‘A Star In The Making’ when
earthworks for the project started in 1995 The Berjaya
Star City project, located at the edge of Bukit Bintang at
the junction of Jatan Imbi and Jalan Pudu, is another of
Kuala Lumpur's mega projects.

The Berjaya Star City will have two million square feet
of retail space, 1 million square feet of leisure/
entertainment space, 1.6 mitlion square feet of service
suites and a total of 4,768 parking bays.
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It will have two anchor tenants, 30 mini anchor tenants
and 900 shops. The building wilt alse house two indoor
theme parks—Asia’s largest water theme park and another
entertainment theme park which will feature Asia’s fongest
indoor roller coaster.

There will also be 12 cineplexes, a 48-lane bowling
ailey, an ice-skating rink and a 4,000-seat theatre
restaurant.

1t will have a 1B8-storeyed shopping complex and two
45-storeyed tower blocks of service suites.

The RM2 billion Berjaya Star City is to be built on 5.2
hectares of jand. Due for completion in 1998, work on it
is stili progressing.

Monthly, 2.2 million people go to Sungei Wang Plaza,
which has two department stores—Parkson Grand and
Metro—and bundreds of smaller shops and a couple of
cineplexes. Adjoining Sunget Wang is Bukit Bintang Plaza
Fronting Jalan Imbi near Sungei Wang Plaza is Imbi Plaza

Opposite Sungei Wang is Lot 10, a modern shopping
complex which was built on the site of the old Bukit Bintang
Dance Half and wet market. Lot 10 is more upmarket and has
Isetan as its anchor tenant. It is linked to the front of Sunget
Wang by an overhead pedestrian bridge

Afew blocks behind Lot 10 is the newest shopping complex
in the area—Star Hill Centre. This impressive shopping place
has leading Singaporean retailer Tangs, as its anchor tenant
Adjeining Star Hill Centre is the posh J.W. Marriott hotel
Behind it, along Jalan lmbi, the exclusive Ritz-Carlton hotel
has opened.

Beside Star Hill Centre is K1 Plaza, another shopping
complex, which has been boosted by crowd-pulling new
tenants like Tower Records, Planet Hollywood and fancy coffee
joints like Starbucks and Coffee Bean
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One can chedk vut the elite designer boutigues at Star Bl
Centre and walk out of the shopping comples only to be
oblered pirated versions of the exact same thing. Bukat Biotang
olters shopprg opportunities Lo suit any budget. A Guearbelg
could cost between RM300 and RMA400 inside Saar Hill and
only trom RAM30 10 RMA40 owtside

Buki Bintang also has a large number of hotels. Behund
Federal Hotel is the Melia, which used to be the Prince
Opposite Sungei Wang Plaza is the Park Royal formerly
known as the Regent. The Regent shilted to a newer building
opposite K1, Plaza

The Mchonalds outlet at Bukic Bintang was the first o
open in Malaysia. Tn the old days, there were a couple of
massage parlours next door to McDonalds. These closed when
reatal and property values shot up m recent years. fven
residential buildomgs have been converted inta shops,
showrooms and offices. Old bungalows have buen demoished
0 make way for skyscrapers

Bukit Bintang s now promoted as a shopping paradsse. fis
withm walking distance of fve-star hotels such as the Kuala
tumpur Hilton, Tstana and Ritz-Carlton. Energetic gueses trom
Shangsi-La, Concord, Hobiday fnn On The Park and Equatorial
hotel can also wafk to the bright lights o Bukit Bintang

The Cost of Education

Bukit Bintang Giris' School, one of the most outstanding
schools in Kuala Lumpur, is just like Pudu Jail—only in
the sense that the city grew around it. Today, it is
surrounded by the Regent Hotel, Star Hill and KL Plaza
shopping centres.

From the educationist’s point of view, ail these
attractions (or distractions) plus the din of traffic and
pollution woutd not be good for the students. From the
businessman's point of view, however, the old school is
sitting on prime land, which couid be redeveloped for a
large profit
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Bukit Bintang Girls' school

Nobody is quite sure which point of view won the
authorities over, but the school was ordered to shift out
of the city centre. In September 1996, it was announced
that a consortium comprising Syarikat Usaha Harta
Cemerlang Sdn Bhd, Syarikat Tanah dan Harta Scdn Bhd
and Syarikat Urys Harta Sdn Bhd wouid be building a
RM144.5 million educational complex on 12,5 hectares
of land in Pudu Ulu Cheras. This complex will house four
Smart Schools where selected children will be sent for
special on g towards i i
motivating them to be creative and innovative. A new
building for Bukit Bintang Girls’ School (it is uncertain if
the name will be retained) will also be built.

in exchange, the consortium will be given the right to
redevelop the prime land where the existing Bukit Bintang
Girls’ School is situated. The consortium plans to build
a RM1 billion commercial complex which is likely to
include apartments, hotels, eateries, retail and
entertainment outlets.

Bukit Bintang Girls’ School has a proud tradition of
academic excellence. The school was founded by
Christian missionaries in 1893 and it was then known as
the Chinese Girls School and was located in Brickfields.
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Later, it moved to Davidson Road and in 1930, it shifted
1o its present site in Bukit Bintang

The founder, Miss Befty Langlands, assumed the
name of Mrs JW. Moore upon marriage. The first
headmistress was Miss Bessie Maclay who arrived in
Kuala Lumpur from China in 1895 to teach scripture.

She was credited with setting the high standards of
discipline and academic performance which have been
perpetuated by succeeding headmistresses.

Miss Maclay had a good heart and was known for
hiring rickshas to take poor children to Sunday School
She operated a dispensary at her home. When unwanted
babies were left at her doorstep, she ended up taking
care of five children,

Ancther headmistress who was fondly remembered
was Miss Eva Prouse, who had one wing of the school
named after her. Miss Prouse died in a Japanese prison
camp in Palembang in February, 1945 and she left all her
savings to her beloved BBGS.

Ex-students of BBGS hope that such sacrifices will
not be forgotten in the name of progress.

The 72-Storeyed Bus Station

A clubhouse, in a half-timber mock-Tudor style, used
to stand along Jalan Pudu—the Selangor Chinese
Recreation Club (SCRC).

The clubhouse, somewhat reminiscent of Selangor
Club, was opened in 1330. This club had been in existence
some years before and had occupied a shophouse at
Pudu Road.

The SCRC, often called the Chinese Minstrels, was
tamed for its high-calibre footballers; and the club
produced some famous players fike Soh Chin Aun, Wong
Choon Wah and Lim Fung Kee. Its prowess in footbalt
dates back 1o as early as 1926 101928 when #t was the FA
Cup champion for three years.
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But SCRC members pursued other interests too, such
as billiards and chess. The bilfiard tables were as old as
the clubhouse.

During World War I, the Japanese used the
clubhouse as the headquarters of its army transport unit,
while Japanese soldiers turned the field into their camp.

In 1995, the field became a huge hole, dug up for the
foundation of a project undertaken by Plaza Rakyat Sdn
Bhd, a subsidiary of publiclisted Wembley Industries
Holding Berhad.

The project, called Plaza Rakyat, was budgeted at RM2
billion and was originally scheduled for completion in
1998, Work on it has stalled.

The project will be a main transport terminus
connecting the LRT to a bus and taxi station. It wili replace
the existing Puduraya as a transportation terminus and
reduce traffic congestion in that busy area.

Plaza Rakyat will comprise a 72-storeyed office block,
an LRT station, a bus terminal, a 470-room four-star hotel,
a 157-room budget hotel, 300 service apartments and
3,000 parking bays. There will be a shopping plaza with
1.1 million square feet of retail space.

The existing Puduraya building will be demolished
to make way for a park with an underground (somewhat
like Dataran Merdeka) shopping and recreation centre,

The SCRC has shifted to new premises in Pandan Jaya.
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Fish Curry with Rice?

Pudu Jail, Jalan Hang Tuah

| could talk,
dd be a vall tale

If the walls
1

but Cullick recorded it

Usounds o incredible to be true
i the eardy days, Pudu Jail actually had three Faropean
arders whose surnames were Fish, Carrie and Rice

1t 15 an old joke that prisoncrs were served curry and pee
i the government’s account

In Pudu faif. not only did warders have spicy names, but at
ast ane had a name which sounded somewhat like his job
secialisation. Indeed, there was a Mr Galloway who was in
harge of the gallows

Pudu Jail was located in the centre of the city and could
¢ seen from several five-star hotels, shopping complexes
partments and the Bankers” Club. The road in from
Jan Hang Tuah, is rather busy and many a passer-hy has
smmented on the jail, especially its wall which was painted

Aith jungle scenes.

The Art of Crime
The painting on Pudu Jail's wall is possibly Kuala Lumpur's
most prominent work of art; yet the artist is uncelebrated.

Pha Tee was serving time in Pudu Jail in the 1980s
for possessing stolen goods. He was a drug addict and
had been in and out of prison. His first jail term was for
robbery in 1963 when he was barely 21.

\n 1985, when the prison authorities wanted to
brighten up the drab wall of the prison, they decided to
give Pha Tee the opportunty to prove himself.

Using a rolier and his bare hands, Pha Tee rolied and
smeared paint on the wall. He created scenes based on




Fish Curry with Rice?

—

his memories of places he had visited and photographs
he had seen in books and magazines.

His work was a naive view of lush jungle scenery,
beach scenes, blus skies, cotton-woolly clouds and
flowers, It seemed so innocent that it was hard to believe
it was the work of a career criminal.

R was a common sight at that time to see Pha Tee
accompanied by a warder painting the wall along Jalan
Pudu and Jalan Hang Tuah. Sometimes, several other
prisoners helped to splash paint on the wall, In all, some
2,000 litres of paint were used. The painted prison wall is
384 metres long and 5.4 metres tall,

Tt might seem strange that the fargest prison in Kuala
Lumpur was in the middle of the city, but when it was
completed in 1895, it was at the edge of town beside the rough
road that led to tin mines in Pudu. The Cantonese name for
Pudu is Poon San Pa” which means “half-jungle’, accurately
describing the conditions back then. This term is still in use
today though the surroundings have become a concrete jungle

Pudu Jail was built on the site of Pudu Village and two
isolated roads—Rathbone Street and Hill Street—were
demolished to make way for it

The jail was built in six phases. First to be put up was
the fortress wall in February 1891, Then the administrative
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ilding 24t cells an three stareyved blacks, haspital
§ wardens quarters were ervcted. Total costs amounted
$138,000

The first batch of prisoners were trom all over

Selangor—fugra, Hulu Langat, Bauting, Ampang

Klang and Rawang 3
It was reported that while the Cows injail... @

jail was being constracted in the §

gos, stray cows roamed the arca freely and one was not
aen whether the wall was built to keep the cows autor the

LONETS 1

anging in the Balance

en the prison statt had a healthy sense of humour. A Furopean
ngman, when asked whether there was 3 verdict reached
carding a serios crime case, replied: The verdicts not
Gded. You could say 1ty hanging in the halance

Though Padu Jail looked aged, it tunctioned very well

s well in fact, that it became overcrowded

No Escape

The modern escape-proof prison replacing Pudu Jait
is focated at Sungei Buloh—at the edge of today's
Kuala Lumpur.

Completed in the middie of 1996 at a cost of RMT70
million, the prison has modern features such as anti-
tunnelling floors and anti-scaling watls, hi-tech sensors,
fibre-optic devices and more comfortable cells. The
prison, said to be the most sophisticated in Asia, can
hold 2,500 prisoners.

The transfer of prisoners from Pudu Jail to the new
jail was delayed for a few months because the contractors
had simply buried waste building materials like metal rods
and pipes in the inmates' exercise yard instead of
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throwing them into the garbage dump. They then filled
up the yard with earth, covering the rods and pipes, and
planted the topsoil with grass. The metallic objects could
have been used by the prisoners as weapons and they
could have affected the highly-sensitive electronic
sensors, [n which case, the escape-proof fail could have
become a big joke.

The prison authorities had to borrow metal detectors
from the army and police to locate and remove these
potential weapons.

Ina swap deal, the new prison was built by the Urban
Development Authority (UDA) on a 48-hectare site in
Sungei Buloh in exchange for the right to develop the
8.8-hectare piece of land where Pudu Jail is sited.

UDA will bulld a mlxed development project
ing complex and a
hotel at the site. it will be called Bandar Baru KL . Detailed
plans have yet to be announced.

This development is in line with City Hall’s intention
to turn the area near the Jalan Imbi-Jalan Hang Tuah-
Jalan Pudu intersection into a major shopping area.

Hopefully, UDA will be sensitive to the history of Pudu
Jail and at the very Jeast, its unique wall with its child-like
painting, which has bacome a landmark, will be retained.
is there no escape from development?

When it was built, it was designed for 600 prisoners. In the
1980s and 19905, the number of prisoners exceeded its
maximum capacity many times over, At one time, there were
¥s many as 6,000 prisoners and they had to take turns to sleep

The problem of overcrowding was alleviated somewhat
vith the completion of a prison in Kajang.

Though tens of thousands of its criminals have committed
i sorts of crimes outside its walls, Pudu Jail was once itself
he scene of a crime
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by October 1985, two doctors who were treating preoners
Rade laatar and Dr Abdut Aziz Abdul Mand, weee held

tage by six remand prisoners

Fhe sis comprised Tmmy Cheab, the leader N LasFluat

. Al Lan, Lam ook Sang. Pang Boon Ho and Yap Chee

ong The fire four faced charges under the Firearms
reased Peraltient Ace After holdmg the doctors hostage
wix days, they surrendered

By the end ot 1990, Pada Jail became nothing buta mazc

vty buildimgs tilled with painful and potnant memorses
ting for the bulldozers o move in The prisoners had
a1 ransderred o an ulraemadern prson 1 Sungei Buloh
{ Pudy Jad became the site of another multe-million nngait
wa project

But the financral crash of 1997 envred that e old buikding
ld remain standing for some time vet i May 1997w
ened to the public av an exhdition centie with prison lile
ing its attraction

People pard to enter the gate andd walk along dim and
nk cormdors, peer into old cells and watch a prison
rden demonsirate how caning of prisoners with athick rofas
talay for canc't was carried out. There was also a oo which
owed how a crinmal was hanged The exbibivon was

eresting it a bit amateurish, and was

swed by thousands of visstors by the
ne it closed 1 late 1998

Meanwhile. the burlding rtself with
painted walls has slowly evabved into

date of disrepair, with paint peeling

and plants growing in crevices -

Gy
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An Institution in Education

Victoria Institution

Jalon Hang Tuah

This schoof’s harsh legacy has ensured that
it wilf produce students of the same high
catibre year after year..

tudents of the Victoria Institution (V1) were called

Vagabond Idiots’ by their detractors who somehow felt
ruffled by the elitist attitude of the VI guys

VI has always been regarded as the leading school in Kuala
Lumpur, but it is not the oldest English school

In 1890, a Government English School was started by the
Reverend Frederick Haines, vicar of the Church of England in
Kuala Lumpur. He combined his post as chaplain with that of
Inspector of Schools, the de facto head of education, ull 1895

Meanwhile, the sons of the raja had to be educated away
from the peasants—they went to the Raja School which was
situated somewhere near Gombak Lane close to today's Jalan
Raja, the road having taken its name from the school. Haines
was teaching English at Raja School which had an enrolment
of 11 in 1892
plus the Raja Muda of Selangor

Soon, he realised that having two schools stretched

cight sons of Rajas and two sons of sheikhs

resources to the limit and it made better sense to merge them,
The residents of Kuala Lumpur were also calling for a better
equipped school

Treacher, who had just taken over as Resident, found that
some $3,188 collected in 1887 to celebrate Queen Victoria's
Jubilee was not spent and was still listed somewhere in the
1893 accounts.

Treacher used the money for an education fund, adding
another $5,000 from government funds. The Sultan of Selangor
donated $1,100 and the three richest locals of that time—
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aprtan Cina Yap Kawan Seng. State Councillor Loke Yewand
vehan deader Thamboosamy Prilar - cach contrdaed
ver S0

A total of $2 104 1 was rased which was selficieat o budd
new wchool M Treacher Lid the doundaton stone on 1
gl TRG3. Because of 1ty connecton with the Queen
fietorn ubilee fund. the sehoal was cailed Victora Instuston

V1 bt headmaster Bernett Pyre Shaw. an Oxtord sehuolag
e trom the | igh school, Behops Stortford. and he armved
1l 1894 The binfding ac b heh Street mnow called falan
W EES Teer was doscrsbed as picturesque. sabstanual and
wtable At that ume, the Klang River flowed much uearer to
he Bulding and the masters used o amuse themselves shooting

rocodiles trom the playground

The Case of the Headmaster's Wife
On 23 April ©11, a woman grabbed a revoiver and fired
six shots at a man called Wiltiam Steward. He died almost
instantly. Her name was Ethet Proudiock, and she was
the wife of the acting headmaster.

in court, her story was that while her husband
was not in, William Steward turned up at her house
unexpectedly and attempted to rape her.

She said her hand ‘came in contact with a revolver’
and she shot in self-defence. However, the facts of the
case were that she had initially shot him twice and when
he tried to run away, she fired another four shots and his
body was found a short distance from where she alieged
the rape attempt took place.

It was never proven that they were lovers, though it
was rumoured that they were, and she admitted that she
nad met him at Selangor Club the previous day and tad;
invited him to drop by at her house when he was free.

E£thel Proudlock was found guilty of murder.

Gullick said: There was evidence of the character,
mentat and sexual condition of Mrs Proudiock and of
Steward which would have rejoiced the heart of the editor,
of an English Sunday newspaper of the sensational type.

w©
<
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Few could have believed that Mrs Proudiock was innocent
but there were many who wished to do so in order to
avoid having to admit that a sordid relationship between
Europeans had ended in murder’

There was a petition for a pardon and the power to
do so was vested in the Selangor Sultan. The court had
recommended that the death sentence be commuted
10 a jait term. The petition for pardon reached the State
Executive Council which was presided by the Suitan who
decided to grant the pardon. Mrs Proudlock then left for
home in England and nobody knows what happened to
her afterwards.

But the story doesn't end there. When renowned
writer Somerset Maugham visited Kuala Lumpurin 1922,
he stayed with a friend who happened to be Mrs
Proudlock's lawyer from whom he learnt about the case
and felt that it could be the backbone of a short story.

He wrote The Letter which appeared in his Malayan
Short Stories and it was more or less based on the Ethel
Proudlock case. The Letter was made into a movie
starring Bette Davis.

Gullick added: ‘In Somerset Maughem’s story, there
are two essential differences. The wife is acquitted and
there is vital evidence, which would have convicted her—
the letter which she wrote to summon her lover to the
house. The story is about the recovery and destruction
of the letter and the effect of its existence on those who
know of it. in particular the husband {in the story he was
& planter nota schoolmaster) is prepared to ruin himself
" 1o pay for the delivery to him of the (etter’

And thus the case of the headmaster's wife which
‘oceurred in some far-flung corner of the Empire became
known the world over.

Headmaster on Patrol

The first batch of 198 pupils comprised 104 Chinese, 60
Indians, 24 Furasians and 10 Malays. Each pupil paid $1
T month
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Phere were two assistant masters. Me Buxton and My
rdpragasim. Shaw stirted a tradition of discipline in the
ool and the rod was not spared. There was a case of a student
o wan given s of the best for gambling with hes school

ot more recent times, there was the fegendary headmaste

furigase who used 1o patrol the school notwith @ walking

k. but a tong. thick cane which he put to goad tse with

wh hrequency that sudents cowered in fear whenever he
alked past

With these rather conviacimg methods, asprrations to exeel
ere inculcated m the students

n 1929 a much larger bulding with a dock tower was
smpleted on a hill near the original Selangor Colf Club and
ve school shifted there. That building av lalan Flaag Tuah
ormerly called Shaw Road: which was designed by A€
dorman, has been declared a heritage school and thotgh sot
s clitst as belore. the sehoal sull commands respect

The institetion scored firsts in many things-1t was the
rot o start a prefect system in 19235t was converted mito the
vt secondary school s 1929 and the Tisst o start science
Lasses 1 1930 and the firt 1o have a swimmeg pool s ts¢
clangor Scout Croup dlater called 1ot Kl and now tst Bukit
intang was the oldest scout group o the country

During World War 11, the lapanese used

1 s their camp and numour has it that it was A torture‘
wortare chamber too When the warended.  chamber i
he Tapanese formally surrendered at the  8€hool
chool on 12 September 1945

Phe original Victoria Instiution is still standimg right next
o the police station at Talan Tun FLS. Fee, but the Klang river
o fows much further away and there are no crocodifes left
o shoot. The building is no fonger used as a schooliitis 2

lrama centre
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The Saints March In
In 1906, the Roman Cathotic missionaries founded the
St. John's Institution, and ever since then, the Johanians
have been the arch-enemies of the Vagabond Idiots.
Students of these old, established schools are fiercely
loyal to their alma maters even though they may now be
in their 40s or 50s, some relaxing in their retirement.
St. John’s Institution is housed in an impressive
building atop Bukit Nanas next to Convent Bukit Nanas,
another old school. When the building was being
constructed, there were fots of delays because tigers
often attacked the oxen pulling building materials up the
thickly-forested hill. The building was completed in 1907,
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The Malaysian Eiffel

KL Tower
Jakon Raja Chulan

.

Vi KI T ool ) it pove

B\xhn Mapas 1 about the only green lang Teftin KA
century ago. 1t was the stte of the fort buft by Setan
Puasa, one of the carly settlers and Malav headman o
the miing twi

Now, the fill has a different knd of citadel in the form ot
2 tower, Tistead of miliencing events with muskets and
Cannone, 11 now exerts its power with the new weapo ot the

Juth century —telecommunications




The Malaysian Fiffel

At 421 metres, the pretty pink Kuala Lumpur Tower is the
fourth tallest in the world, losing out to the Toronto CN Tower
at 553 metres, the Moscow Ostankino Tower at 537 metres
and the Oriental Pearl Television Tower in Shanghai,
completed in May 1995, which is 468 metres tal,

Itis one of the three tall structures that make the KL skyline

casily recognisable. The other two are the Petronas Towers

Built at the fringe of a forest reserve, the KL Tower, which
is as tall as an 85-storeyed building, utilised GCerman
technology. In fact, the German builder Wayss and Freytag is
also co-owner of the structure with partner Telekom Enterprise,
a subsidiary of Telekoms Malaysia

A Vic-Tree for Greenies
Before the KL Tower was built, the Forestry Department
made it very clear that not oo many trees could be felled.

When a 150-year-oid Jelutong tree was found to
be in the way of the project, the planners had to work
around it.

The tree was right at the edge of the 20-metre deep
pit dug for the tower's foundation. Some parts of the
roots had to be cut, but much of the root system was left
intact. A special retaining walf was built to prevent the
tree from toppling into the pit and other measures were
used fo ensure that the tree did not lean. it was also
watered every day for the entire duration of the three-
year construction. The aged tree survived the stress.

Accountants worked out the cost of the entire
exercise~it was half a million ringgit.

Marketed as the Malaysian Eiffel Tower, it has attractions
like a revolving restaurant on the second floor of the six-
storeyed tower head and a public observatory, complete with
binoculars and telescopes, on the tirst floor. OF course, there
are souvenir shops selling Malaysian collectibles

Another attraction is decidedly American—MclJonalds
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e it food outlet at KE Tower Tas the distmeon of bumyg

he highest Mcbonalds vatery m the world
the Tower Burger

And it has addod

pecral item an the menu
are ulised by Telekon tor it anafoune

The upper Hoors
Radio Tefevisyen

e digemal telecommumication facilines and
alayera tREA che government radio and telovision network
A new channel, featuring sports events, was planued
e broade at from the tower The Meteorolagreat Deparument

Hucupics the top Hoor

O a dlear day, though you cannot see forever youcan see
as far as the Straits of Malacea

Bl at a cost of RM270 million, the tower alw features a
theatre, shops and a prayer room At it base, there ase 110
parking bays for cars and five for tourst coac bes The Tohhy
has lelamic decorations 1 the torm o
the work of cight artists from Isfaban, tran. whoe

he tower after Isfahan was twinned

 calligraphy and motits

which are
WeTe SCNt Lo spruce up t
with Kuala Lumpur

K1 Tower which weighs an estimated 100,00 tonnes,

The
he edge of

Lon 44 hectares of fand and since it at t

wars bl
v had o ensure that

the Buker Nanas forest reserve, the buildel
o few trees as possible were felled for the proe

Construction started in 1992 and apened officially in
late 1996, When construction began, it was to e the third
Lallest tower in the world. but betore it could he completed,
the tower in Shanghai was already crected. The KL Tower is
in the new RM2 currency note, which was released

Chinese New Year and Han Raya Aidil

¢

featured
just before the doubfe
Lated festivals at the begimuing of 1996
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N, A CLOSER LOOK ...

At Bukit Bintang, though it is cne of the red-ight
districts in KL, it is still pretty safe, even at night.
And the good-time giris are around, if you know where to find
them. Chances are, however, you will be ir: this area for the shopping
opportunities offered by Sungei Wang Plaza, Bukit Bintang Fiaza,
Lot 10 ard Starhill. Although the beautiful Suria KLCC (at the
base of the Fetronas Twin Towers at J. Ampang) have lired quite
anumber of the shoppers and big-name labels away, Sungei Wang
is always crowded and things are stil slightly cheaper there,
lsetan at Lot 10 and Tangs at Starhill are also poputar malls.

There are lots of places to harg out. The Coffes Bean at K1
FPlaza has the best collection of trendies in town while, right above
it, Tower Records has the best coliection of CDs. Coffee Bearn ia
sandwiched by the latest theme restaurant—rFlanet Hollywood,
and the first Starbucks to open in KL. The entire area has been
given a make over and the Bintang Walk Froject has created a
Farisian cafe ambience in the area from Lot 10 to Starhill, Bintang
Walk offers gourmet coffee, fine wines and fine dining. This is a
great place to sec and be seen. Over at Sungei Wang Flaza and
Bukit Bintang Flaza, the trendies love to dine at Zang Toi's,

All the big-name hotets are aleo in this area, including Ritz-
Cariton. If you are tired of American fast-food junk and if the
hotels’ coffechouses / restaurants are too expensive, chock out
the hawkers behind Fark Royal Hotel or along J. imbi.




The Rest of KL




The Iron Bullock Cart

West Towards Klang

© all started with a spesdster
called Lady Clarke...

Todav‘s railway service trom Klang to Kuala Lumpur has
been revived with the introduction of the Electric
Commuter Servic
and quietly through the crowded Klang Valley.

In the old days, the train service was much noisier and

. which has electric trains travelling quickly

slower although at 30 mph, the steam-powered locomotive
was probably the fastest and meanest machine then

When Swettenhany took over as Resident in 1882, he
studied the possibility of building a road to link Kuala Lumpur
to Klang, but the twpography of the land was discouraging
and he decided to build a raitway instead
However, the credit tor the first concrete proposal to build

arailway from Kuala Lumpur to Peagkalan Batu {Klang) went
not to Swettenham but to a Chinese group backed by a
European in Singapore. That group of investors had wanted
exclusive rights to transport mail and a monopoly for 15 years
on future railway projects.

Barlow says Swettenham was asked 1o (7T

study the proposal and his opinion was that

it was better for the railways to be controlled
by the government. He also thought the
railway line would pay for itself and contribute
much 1o the development of Selangor,
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Riding Through Town
fn 1892, an extension southwards was built to link the
town centre to tin mines in Pudu, speit ‘Pudot’ in the old
days. In 1895, it was extended to mines in Sungei Besi.
The Pudoh line crossed the Kiang river behind the railway
station and cut through town crossing Rodger Street and
High Street on overhead bridges and went along the
middle of Foch Avenue to the Sultan Street station and
on to Pudoh, The extra-wide Foch Avenue (now called
Jaian Cheng Lock) is a legacy of that railway line.

The Sultan Street station was demolished years ago
for road widening.

Surveyors reported in 1883 that 'the prefiminary raitway
rvey reveals an almost straight and level fine with no
wineering difficulties as vet appearing’. Construction of the
ilway was fairly straightforward except for the building of a
idge in Klang and the final costs were $700,000. Work began
fate 1883 and by October 1886, the line was complete

An engineer from the Ceylon Public Work Department,
pence Moss was put in charge of the construction as he had

ad some experience as a railway engineer in England before
orking in Cevlon

Hill and Rathborne, a major contractor involved in many
ther ventures in Selangor, provided the railway sleepers,
hile the ever-reliable Yap Ah Loy provided unskilled workers.
fate laying, which required special skills, was done by Bengalis
om India

Initially, it was a simple railway line without stations, but
here was a terminal in Klang—though passengers had to cross
e tiver 1o reach the terminal-—and at the Kuala Lumpur end,

here was a temporary terminal in the form of a zinc-roofed

2




The tron Bullock Cart

shed. Along the route, there were very basic halis at Petaling
Bat Tiga and Bukit Kuda

Best Bullock Cart
The first locomotive was named Lady Clarke, after the wife of
Sir Andrew Clarke, the Governor of the Straits Settlements
from 1873 10 1875. The machine had previously been owned
by the Maharajah of Johore who had bought it for his grand
scheme to run a service on wooden rails from Tanjung Puteri
to Gunung Pulai

Straits Settlements Governor Sir Frederick Weld travelled
from Singapore for the opening and after meeting up with
Sultan Abdul Samad in Klang, they rode Lady Clarke into
Kuata Lumpur. The Sultan said it was the best bullock cart' he
had travelled in. The trip took 43 minutes

The whole of Kuala Lumpur gathered to celebrate the
event. Some had travelled for hours to witness the grand
entrance of the steam-powered monster from which alighted
two luminaries—the Sultan and the Governor. It was not very
often that Kuala Lumpur hosted such distinguished guests

Sir Frederick Weld described the scene as ‘an
exceedingly pay one, bright with costumes and
coloured hangings, and banners, and palm and
fern leaves’

When the regular service began, the railways offered
four trips between Kusala Lumpur and Klang daily,

In 1889, a bridge was built and the railway fine could
then be extended to Klang town. The bridge was called
Connaught Bridge, named after the Duke and Duchess of

Connaught who were visiting Singapore then

2
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nsider Trading
udging from old records, insider trading is not a modern
shenomenon. It was as common in the British colonial
lays as it is now.

in 1891, the Resident of Selangor WE. Maxwell, who
vas known to have had a frictional refationship with his
yredecessor Swettenham, had this to say of the land
ecords: “The result of my investigations was to show that
Sovernment Officials of all classes have trafficked largely
n land in the State of Selangor and.. in many cases, the
Lames of officers’ wives, children and other relations crop
ip on the records!

However, the Government of that time had no clear-
cut policy on such investments’ and the Colonial Office
merely issued instructions prohibiting ‘wholesale jobbing
n lands' by Government officials. Swettenham himself
was implicated in some of these profiteering activities
and it was alleged that ‘he had extensive investments in
land around Klang on the south side of the river’ and
had ordered the extension of the railway line across
Connaught Bridge to boost his investments

Railway engineer Spence Moss was made the
scapegoat in a crackdown on profiteering.

As engineer of the railway, he knew the route of the
line and where the extensions would lead to. He bought
under his brother-in-law's name 7 lots of land in Klang,
five lots in Kuala Lumpur and some in Pudu. Needless to
say, these pieces of land were near the railway lines.

After an enquiry was held, Spence Moss was
dispensed with,

The radway service was not without mcident the Lady
ke was badly damaged ina collsion with another cogine
v Clementi, on 11 August 1893 outsde Klang, Thireeen
ol were injured and one of the victiny died later And at
¢ twice, sparks from the engine set fire o seats 19 the

LCARET COMPartment
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The shed in Kuala Lumpur was replaced in 1892 by ‘a
handsome commodious and well sitvated building’ and in
November that year, the Governor Clementi Smith opened
the station

When tin was still an important and profitable commodity,
the railway line proved viable after suffering initial losses. In
1890, it carried 6,439 trucks of firewood; 173,796 bags of rice,
tin slabs; and 626 chests of opium

Over the years its role as a commuter service declined with
improvements in road connections between Kuala Lumpur and
Klang. However, trains continued transporting goods from
Kuala Lumpur to Port Swettenham (renamed Post Klang for
export and import purposes

Some old kines in Kuala Lumpur were left to rot tor decades
and when the Light Rail Transport system was introduced,
several sections were rehabilitated and upgraded for the
modern commuter service



The Klang River ‘Highway’

Fedoral Highway

“hose dave, the widened Federal Fhighway feads from Kuala

Fumpar ac its unction with Talan Klang Lama o Klang
ang through the satellite town Petaling Tava and Shah Alam
capital of Selangor

These towns have grown so much that nobody is quite

where one ends and the other begmes. The siv-Jane
haway, which is a tall road. s often jammed dunmg peak
i cvers though it has been widened. On a good day. the
racy will take about half an hour travelling within Tegal
ed hmits

Tn the old davs. the highway was i the form of the Klang

s and 1t ook three days o pole uprver all the wav o
ala Lumpur

According to Flai Abdullah Hukum. it took three days

i the ramy season because the rver was deeper During
Cdry season, 1t ook from 10 6 15 days

ater there was a laster way to wravel--by taking a steam
neh for about four hours along the Klang rver 1o a place
led Damansara, about 18 miles from Klang town. which
« as far as Taunches could travel back then

Pawsengers had to disembark there and e a track 1o go 10
ala Tumpur 17 miles away. They could either walk or ride

ponics and the joarney ok another tour hours,

From Damansara, the track went north 1o a pornt called
i Tiga twhich was named thus becaose it was three miles
an Damansarai and then cast towards Kuala Lumpur.
whing the town by way of Penchala and what later beeame
11 Road e called Talan Bukic Aman
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The Klang River Highway'

American naturalist William T. Hornaday, who visited
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur from June 1o July 1878, described
the track as ‘a good carriage road’

He wrote in his book Two Years In The Jungle “A good %
The road lay through very dense, high forest,  gaprizge ?
composed of large and very lofty trees famong road. " @’
which the camphor was often noticed}, growing "
very thickly together, while the ground underneath was choked
with an undergrowth of thorny palms, rattans and brush so
thick it seemed that nothing larger than a cat could get through
it. Nowhere was there the smallest opening in this dark and
damp mass of vegetation, and it made me shudder to think of
attempting to go through it. Surely, 1 thought, we will not
attempt to hunt in such a forest as that.’

Eight miles from Damansara, the good carriage road ended
and to reach Kuala Lumpur, his party had to travel on a ‘very
rough bridle path through hilly jungle and across many muddy
little streams’

At the 12th mile, he passed the Sungei Batu police station
and after passing two or three clearings, he reached the top of
a long, steep hill and at the foot lay Kuala Lumpur lying on
the opposite side of the Klang river.

‘A sampan came across to ferry us over, while our ponics
swam beside it,” Hornaday wrote

[t was quite an adventure to travel from Klang to KL those
days. Nowadays, the only adventure would be avoiding
speed traps.

Bo7
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Jaton 8aty Coves

Off Jalon Ipoh

Bettae cares

aw it the smicll of darian or gnano that led Amencan

W\mmmh\l Willam T Flornadav o the Batn Caves?

leed. there was a ‘very curious pungent odor Hsici that was

sied by the wind from the caves to Hlormadavs hunting

y. which included Svers the palice chief
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Covering the floors of the caves were thick lavers of guano
collected over the centuries, but growing in the vicinity were
numerons durian trees with ripening fruit

Hornaday and company were guided to the fimestone

outcrop by an elderly Malay and several Jakuns (spelt Jacoons
by Hornaday) and when they stepped into a cathedral-like
cave, Hornaday was so awestruck by the size and beauty of
Sol, Mi, Do. The notes
reverberated in the massive chamber and the echoes were

the chamber that he sang three notes

sweet, haunting and inspiring

Sycrs was less musical and much more plebetan in his
method—he fired a shot from his gun and the echo sounded
like ‘a deep boom of thunder’

Haornaday, the American naturalist has been credited with
discovering Batu Caves, which back in 1878, was in the middle
of the jungle. His account of his so-called discovery is
contained in his book Two Years In the Jungle and answers the
question of who was the first to discover Baw Caves. The
officer in charge of Lands, Surveys and Public Works, .13
Daly, had also written an account in which he implies that

he was the one who discovered the caves

Hornaday was the chief taxidermist of the US National
Museum and visited Singapore and Selangor [rom
June to July 1878

However there is some dispute over the credit for the
discovery because several caves in the limestone hill already
had Malay names such as Gua Belah, Gua Lada and Cua
Lambong which suggest that the local Malays had already
known of their existence. Furthermore, the aborigines—the
Jakuns-
from wild elephants and other dangerous animals. They

had traditionally been using the caves as shelter

had also been catching bats in the caves

Nevertheless, his account of his trip makes good reading
From Kuala Lumpur, he and Syers travelled on ponies through
the jungle for six miles to Batu
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The Five-Legged Bull

Beside the road leading to the 272-step staircase at Batu
Caves, there is a statue of a bull with five legs—the fifth
sprouting from somewhere close to the spine near the
neck. At the base, there is a plague with the words: ‘Died
8/2/72. Erected 7/1/73 in memory of our temple Nanchi
whose contribution to the temple has become a legend’

The first thought in the mind of the visitor would be:
‘What was that all about?’

The story of the bult with five legs which attained a
holy significance to Hindus, began in 1957 when it was
born in Banting, Selangor.

its owner, sensing that it was something special,
donated it to the Batu Caves temple, where it roamed
for 15 years. The entire compound at the base of the
temple was its home, especially the footbail field. it could
do whatever it liked, and it kept the grass short by
munching #.

It became a celebrity and tourists from near and far
started turning up to photograph it. The bufl contributed
1o the fame of Batu Caves throughout the world.

Apparently, it was also a sensitive animat and it could
not bear to see its kind being il-treated and would get
very angry whenever it saw a fellow bull being used as a
beast of burden and punished by its human owner.

In its old age, it fought with a younger bull. After two
fights, its horns were badly damaged and after being sick
for 40 days, it died.

The five-legged bull was buried at the foot of the Batu
Caves and devotees erected the statue in memory of it.

ingent Odour

smaday described the jungle around Batu as swampy in
wces, but so open that one could go throwgh it on foot with
erable case. Here and there were patches of low and thin
est, broken occasionally with fine grassy glades

He came across a tree-house of the Jacoons sict and found
t that they were in the area to capture hats from a nearby
ve. The Jakans acted as their guide and took them hunting.
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When they returned from one of the hunting trips, they
noticed a peculiar smell in the air. ‘We noticed in the air a very
curious, pungent odor, like guano, the cause of which we could
not divine." Syers asked an old Malay man who was with the
party where the smell came from and the reply was that it was
bats dung from a nearby cave
Iy and made tor the cliff, under the
cached. We climbed

‘We turned about dir

old man's guidance. The
up 40 feet (12 metres) or so over a huge pile of angular rocks

ave wias $oon

that had fallen from the face of the chiff, and on going down a
sharp incline found ourselves underneath a huge mass of bare
limestone rock, leaning at an angle of 45 degrees against the
side of the cliff, forming a cavernous arch, open at both ends
and a hundred feet high. It was hung with smooth, dull-grey
stalactites, which, when broken off, showed such a clean white
limestone formation that might almost be called marble’

‘From near the bottom of this curtously formed arch a wide
opening led into the cave proper. We procured a torch of dry
bamboo and entered forthwith. This cave... it scems is called
Cua Belah, or the Double Cave... The Hloor was covered to an
unknown depth with a layer of loose and dry guano.’

For the next few days, they explored the limestone outcrop
and its various caves such as Gua Lada and Gua Lambong

Skulls and Skeletons
©On 2 January 1955, two British explorers—John Harnden,
27, and Tom Hungerfrod, 28-who were working with Sime
Darby and Company, went cave-climbing and found a
skeleton in a crevice in the Dark Caves.
On the wall of the cave was a message in Manderin:
“H anybody else should come 1o this spot, he should sign
‘his name. | am a Cantonese from Lok Wooi district in
South China. | was born in Lung Sow Poh village. My
name is Chan Kai San. 3 February in the 28th year of the
Chinese Republic (1940). Six days later, the skeleton was
removed. Chan was believed to have committed suicide.
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The two explorers did not sign their names because
they could not read the Chinese script and the message
was translated when they returned to Kuala Lumpur. Five
months later, the same two explorers went to the Dark
Caves and discovered four more skeletons in another
crevice near the first find

The skeletons most fikely were those of communist
terrorists who had used the caves to hide from British
and Malayan soldiers during the Emergency.

AL the month fof Caa Lambong: there s a purfect Litele
tibufe scoaped out o the solid rack by the und of nature

e express avommodation of the party who will keep a
nd there for the sale of reireshments, photographs and
e to the tosrists who will visst the cave during she et
iy Homaday foresaw the touemte potental of Bat
s, bt he never expected st o be a place of worship

{1 at Cua Lambong that they discovered the cave which
< g0 be the site of the Hindushnne found there woday

We tound ourselves m a grand cathedral We walked along
crand palicry wich dean and level foor
erdualor sl and ot o, bke the A grand
ve o acathedral, Sefeet 152 meties bwde
ot feet 1 18,2 metest high

At the far end, the root rose 1 a great round dome 9t ot
i teet high perfectly resembling St Peters i Rome Fhe
1 Caves did become a place ol worship. but the pilgrims

cre not Christians

bode of Murugan

he Indiane who ventured to Malaya tor work were
oatly Tamils and they were Hindus who worshipped Stva
W Mustgan. Another deity, who was worshipped by the
dian community as their protector in this torcign tand

as Manamman

cathedral ... §
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in Hinduism, Murugan’s temples are always located on
hillcops simply because, in the religion’s mythology, Murugan
flew to a hill and refused to descend after he was outwitted by
his brother Vinayagar in a contest in which the prize was a
golden apple belonging to another deity, Narada. Thus
devotees had to climb hills or mountains to reach their god

A temple for Mariamman was built at High Street
{now called Jalan Tun H. S. Lee) by Thamboosamy Pillai, the
richest Indian around at that time. And when he asked
Theiravangadom Pillay and Kanthappa Thaver to find a place
for Murugan's temple, they looked no further than Batu Caves

The Sri Subramania Swamy Temple was set up at Batu Caves
in 1891 and from the following vear onwards Thaipusam was,
and still is, celebrated there annually.

In the old days, pilgrims had to undergo the risky and
strenuous task of climbing the almost vertical rocky face of
Batu Caves to reach the temple 61 metres above the base. A
rickety wooden staircase was built circa 1920 and it was only
in 1940 that the famed 272-step concrete staircase was built at
a cost of $50,000,

A funicular railway was built in 1973 and, 10 years later,
the problem-ridden service stopped operating

Gallery of Gods
Atthe base of the limestone, there are two smaller caves
which have been turned into art galleries, These galleries
were the earliest projects of the Batu Caves Development
Committes, formed in 1971 to promote tourism.

Sculptors from India were commissioned to prodtice
various Hindu deities for the first gallery, which was
opened on 7 January 173

The adjoining cave, which has a large bat and pigeon
population, was turned into the Valluvar Kottam (Valluvar's
Gallery). Opened on 27 January 1980, it features about a
third of the poetry of the Indian-Hindu saint Thiruvaltuvar,
who wrote 1,330 poems, comprising two-line couplets.
These are now considered masterpieces of Tamil poetry.
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Statues and wall-paintings, depicting scenes from
these poems, fine the walls. Carved in Tamil script on
white marble slabs, each poem contains about 10 verses

Taking centrestage in this cave is a biack grarite bust
of the poet, which was carved in India

s Vel ar Batu Caves
fre heginning of every vear almosta mllon b lmds Tndans

Coutiste will e at Bati Caves to witness nne of the gosest

A Mt denater dinsl the cadsizfad Jostivad of Thissnam
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notsiest and most colourful festivals celebrated in Malaysia

This is Thaipusam, which is celebrated during Thai, the
10th month of the Hindu calendar, when the full moon passes
through a nakshatra (lunar station) called Pusam

This is the day that Murugan is believed to have received
the Vel, the Invincible Spear, from his mother Parvat. Murugan
used the Vel to conquer evil. In South India, it coincides with
the harvesting season and according to astrology, it is a time
of good fortune. In the Western calendar, it normally falls in
late January or early February.

Good Over Evil

The deman Asura was killed by Murugan’s Vel and the
story goes that when hit by the spear, Asura split into
two, one part becoming a peacock and the other a crow.
Thus kavadis feature crow shapes and peacock feathers
which symbolise the conquest of good over evil.

At Batu Caves itself, scores of kavadi carriers will be
at the gateway waiting for their turn to dance to drumbeats
along the sea of humanity, climb the stairs and pay
homage to Murugan.

The kavadi carriers would have the spear-like skewers
and hooks pierced into their bodies, and through cheeks
and tongues by priests at another spot beside a stream
a few hundred metres from the gateway. To prepare for
kavadi-carrying, the penitent must abstain from worldly
things, such as sex, for a month and eat vegetarian food
while offering regular prayers. in return, Murugan may
answer his or her requests.

The kavadi is a tray with an arch over it which
symbolises a chariot, signifying that the devotee is
carrying the deity on his or her shouiders to perform the
penance. On the tray are offerings of a bowl of milk,
flowers, fruit and rock sugar. On the structure are peacock
feathers, crow symbols and images of Murugan.

There are other methods of penitence—some women
carry urns of milk up the stairs white children simply have
their heads shaven. There are macabre ways as well—
cutting of tongues or slashing of bodies. Over the years,
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e skewers became longer and longer and a limit
f one metre was imposed, out of consideration for
ther pilgrims.

In the cave-temple, priests remove the hooks,
vears, and skewers and smear ash over the wounds
) prevent bleeding.

This annual celebration was aimost brought to an
nd in January 1993 when a yogi sought a court order
» stop the Thaipusam festival until the Batu Caves
as consecrated otherwise evil spirits would possess
e pilgrims.

His argument was that the 83-year-old chief priest
ad died before the consecration ceremony to cleanse
1e caves was due to be completed a month before.

The temple management committee argued that the
nief priest had completed the morming session of the
onsecration ceremony and then had a heart attack
uring the lunch break and died on the way to the hospital,
ut the ritual had been compieted by other priests in the
vening. The High Court in Shah Alam ruled against the
ogi and the festival was held without any supernatural
wident other than the usual number of people entering
ances and the kavadi carriers having their tongues and
heeks pierced without bleeding,

aala Lumpur itselt will be alt jammed up as roads are closed
e procession of the Silver Chariot hearing the statuetres
arugan and his consorts, Vaili and Teivayanni, brom the
faba Mariamman Temple at falan Tun FLS. Lee o Batu
o. Whea the festival ends, the roads are jammed agam
0 relirn Journey

wo white bullocks will pull the charot and crowds of
tees, lining the streets, will smash coconuts to cleanse
ath for the deity. There will be shouts of ‘Vel, Vel, Vet
which van be translated as The Spear, The Spear. The

cible Spear!
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Greenies in the Caves

The Batu Caves was gazetted as a reserve for public
recreation in 1930 but in the 1950s, permission was
somehow given to two guarry operators to blast the
limestone hili to make building materials.

Blasting with sticks ot dynamite was conducted for
many years and several caves like the Sakai Cave and
Quarry Cave were destroyed. The bat population in the
other caves was also affected. People living in the vicinity
were disturbed by the clouds of dust stirred up by the
blasts—many came down with breathing problems,
sore throats, sinus and bronchitis. Asthmatic patients
in particular suffered very badly. Yet everyone endured
in silence.

it was only in the late 70s that the environmentalists
started fighting back against Government and the big
businesses. Politicians and the media joined in the fray.

After a prolonged campaign, the environmentalists
won. Blasting was stopped in January 1981 though the
quarries i grinding their i
boulders for some time.

Meanwhile, at the Dark Caves—a system of caves that
extends into the deep interior of the fimestone hill,
accessible by an entrance beside the staircase just below
the Temple Cave—the public and adventurers were
damaging the fragile ecosystem,

In December 1987, the authorities decided to close
the Dark Caves to the public and only researchers
could gain access to them. Over the years, the iife forms
in the caves such as bats, cockroaches, beetles,
moths, centipedes, mole-crickets and snakes have
been rejuvenated.
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Around Ki

4 miegu

ala Lampur s @ peacelul place. Though not exactly
crime-free. it is eelatively sate compared to other cities
an walk in the mam streews of the ity Tate at mght and

wrn home unscathed

1 the aity has had ite share ot careere vimsinals
xe dirst was a selfseyled Robia Flood who held the beliet
e could do his bit to change society by robbing the nch
I the paor.
©ough the police vehemently deed the good decds af
Malay for bald's Chine there were no lack of stories
¢ poor old men and women living i the wauatter
ments of Kuala Lumpur, waking up to find wads of money
xes of provisions in their homes Tven
vears after Bowk Chin was excaned A folk hero .
¢ pallows on 11 June 1981 he soll
ins something like a folk hero, And quite frequently
whao remenher Teave Hluwers or cigarettes at the uen

dning his ashes at the Chin Fau Sze Temple at the Jalan

vung cemetery.

stak Chin wanted to lord over the KL underworld and i
tan is the greatest form of fattery, then Botak Chinmust
been tlatteredit was rumoured that some ather crooks
ed 1o be Botak Chin when committing vohberres

otak Chin was born in Kuala Lumpur on 3 March 19571 10
why of modest meanshis father worked 1 the Malayan
cave. His name on his birth certificate was Wong See Chin

he was the fifth ot childsen
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He studied at Chung Mun {Chinese) primary school at
Sentul Pasar and spent a year in Form One at the nearby
Methodist Boys' School. He dropped out of school, not because
he was stupid {indeed a leading psychiatrise called him a
misguided genius) but from lack of money.

To supplement his family’s income, he found a job at the
Maxwell Road (now called Jalan Mahameru! wholesale market
{which has since shifted to Selayany] as a vegetable stall worker
carning $40 a month. He stayed with his family at the Sentul
Railway quarters.

Later, he spent some time working with his father at the
Railway workshop but he quit after a short stint

At the wholesale market, he met 360 Gang members who
controlled much of Sentul. Bultied by them, he picked up
some martial arts skills for his own defence but later joined
the gang.

Guns and Grenades
Near his house, there were some robbers who were in his circle
of triends. Fired up by their tales of derring-do, riches to be
made and lavish lifestyles, he decided that robbing was better
than selling vegetables.

tn 1969, he met up with Ah Yip Chat, a bad hat who had
escaped from police custody. He was then introduced to
another criminal, Tor Tee

The trio staged their first robbery on 17 April 1969 at Baw
Lima Village in Jinjang

With his share of the spoils, he bought a gun. Botak
had a certain fascination for guns and with the increasing

hin

frequency and daring of his robberies, his collection of firearms
increased in tandem

Towards the end of his criminal career, A fascination
his gang had burgeoned to 12 membersand — for guns ...
they had 25 guns and five hand grenades.

After the successful first robbery, he met an old friend called
Ah Kong Chai who was roped into his gang. The foursome
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stied cight robberies Belore police nabbed Botik Chin
o Uletoher 19049 and he was given a E2vear b iorm: O

the sentence was reduced tseven vens il In

ember 1970 he was released from the Tapg prson
Wothat point o dite, Botak Chon could have considored
me over a new leal selling vegetahles ag the whalewal

cet. I fact he did work there agan ata higher pav o

amonth

Jut sometheng ured lum back w h ofd wavs st could
been the mtacace of s old gangaer cromes or he couldd
missed the thell af i all 3 e rewsted temptavon, o

Boobved and Rohin Hood

for a4 while bue bis resalve
Cagaun

n Ay 14
somembers Thov were N Clhang Wong alias Al Wong

Swas kelled by Butak Cluncon 29 November 19750 feh

he farmed a four-man gang witly seme Go0

who <hot Timscl racher than

¢ Loy alias Seng Ch

neler when trapped by police on o December 1975 and
ok Chinalus Panghor Char who was shotdead by police

Y7o durmg a police rad which resubed s the

o bebruasy
e ol Botak Chsn himselt

v Padang Besar e hought puns - 32 Walther automanc
nenseli 22 revobver for A Wong and a King Cobra b
ko Cha

¥th the new gang he staried Tusren s King ot Crime

' February 1975 hitog a gamblng den m Setapak aond

ping witly RN Ra

Syled Robin Hood

pang committed at least

28 robberive with Tootamounting
sout half a nufhon rmgait which they spenron hagh leving
uala Lumpur Thadand and Hong Kong. At leasta portion
1w loot went to charity'—penmiless squatters, needy old
cand families whose menibers had been killed or arresied
otak Clunwas an enigma e was a crminal: vet he looked
Vhimeelt as some kind of do-gonder He sympathased with

234




Baldie and the Bentong Kid

the poor and downtrodden. perhaps because he came from an
impoverished background and could identify with them, yet
he was a cold-blooded killer who murdered his own friends
such as Ah Wong and Tua Put Lek, leader of the Jinjang-based
Ng Chee San gang, whose bullet-riddled bodies were found
in a tin mining area in Segambut. Ah Wong was killed,
apparently, because he was losing control of the gang and Tua
Pui Lek for failing to deliver some guns

He was also an unpredictable character. When Prime
Minister Tun Razak died, Botak Chin sent his family a wreath

Not Brave, But Foolish

Botak Chin's story unfolds like a Hong Kong TV seriai.
Even after being caught by police and sentenced to death
by the High Court, the drama of Botak Chin did not reach
its final episode.

A lawyer, Jagjit Singh, fought a five-year legal battle
to set him free.

Botak Chin was the first man to plead guilty under
the Internal Security Act at the High Court on 11 January
1977. He had turned down the court's offer to give him
time to think it over before making a decision. He also
thanked Jagjit Singh and 8.1, Lee for agreeing
1o defend him.

The judge calied him a brave and honest man and
Botak Chin replied that he was not brave, but foolish.
‘Whether the judge agreed with him or not was immaterial,
he was sentenced to death.

Later, he agreed to appeal and his appeal to the
Federal Court was dismissed in Aprit 1977 The case went
up to the Privy Councii and on 24 January 1979, the Privy
Council ruled that the conviction be guashed and the
death sentence set aside.

A new trial took place and this time he pleaded not
guilty, But he was found guilty and again sentenced to
death. An appeal to the Federat Court was dismissed on
23 September 1980. A last-hope appeal to the Pardons
Board was rejected. And that, was the Jast episode.
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te abso had cortain codes of behaviour tor his gang
bersthev had to sport erew ents and were hanned fram
dsugzs They also abways rode on Yamaha motoroveles

uring 4 robbery at Sentul Rulway Club, near bis honse
it two guns on the table and challenged bis vicums
cowhovatvle, That could have been due to the mtluence
esterns on leveon

e even tied 1o kil his nemesss, the top cop Deputy
rintendent ot Pobee S, RKulasingam who was cracking him
1 In November 1975 wlnle Kulasin

pam was crusing
el the Talan fmbr area Tookung for Botak Clun swhom an
ner said was o the vicmity s e banter becime the hunted
Lak Chin eraifed him m a car overtook

op and shot him twice Rafamgan  THE hunter
el to drive o the Chers police station - PECAMe the
Ip hunted .

alassmzam survived. hut Botak Chin did

v thens the entire police foree i the Gy was oat forhis
I ALS A5 por on 16 February 1976, Botak Chinand his
were hading wma sawnull ac Talan [poh when police
unded s and ambushed theny The crooks tought Back
hov were out-gunned and outnumbered. Twa gang
hors woere killed mothe fight and Botak Chins and two
~arvested

stak Chinwas sentenced o death by the THigh Court but
i preson. there was drama

Tile on death row. he grappled with his warders in a

~cape atenpl stabhing three of them, oo 1 lanuary 1981
it the drama had o end and Botak Chien had his Tase meal
nuicky Fried Clucken, fricd mee frts and water. Then
i dead man walking and the noose of the hangman<
cut into his sk Before hie was hung in prison at 3 am
[use B8t he ottered to donate his eves and kidneys for

slants, but the oifer was reiected
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From Small Town to Big City

The second crook did not receive such veneration and the

public were indeed very relieved and happy that he was shot
1o death by police in an early morning raid

Bentong Kali, nicknamed after the Pahang small town he
was born in, was probably more cold-blooded than Botak Chin
He was also more trigger-happy, shooting a total stranger tor
no other reason than for having scolded him for urinating near
the victim's flat

Bentong Kali was into drugs-he wanted to be the Drug
Lord, the chief pusher in town and his gun did the talking
for him

Bentong Kali, 32, was shot dead at 6.30 am on 29 June
1993, in a double-storeyed link house located at a dead-end
road in the middle-class area of Medan DDamansara. Barely an
hour earlier, he had shot his 17th victim, a teb tarik stall owner,

Killed with him were henchmen S. Gunalan, 31, alias

Billiard, and T Gunasegaran alias Raub Guna, 32. Raub is
another small town in Pahang

Thus ended his reign of terror in a hail of bullets from the
Special Action Squad. And true to form, Bentong Kali died
clutching a German-made Sig Sauer automatic pistol

Bentong Kali was the kind of crook %
who lived violently and died violently. A violent life ...

Evenatter his death there was violence

Two press photographers, assigned to the General Hospital
mortuary to cover his family and relatives taking out the body
for burial, were assaulted by a group of men

The police base at the hospital then received ananonymous
call that Bentong Kali's men were going to attack the mortuary
and police had to send in several truckloads of riot squad police.

When he was buried in his hometown, police recorded the
event on video. There were lots of cops around just in case
emotions got the better of the mourners.
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tong Kalr was horn on 22 fanuary 1961, and he was

after his grandtather who was, in turn, named after the

goddess of destruction, Kaliamma

e he was barely 14, he dropped out ot school and felt

s a better luture with a ChineseJed gang m Bentong

3. He was jailed at 19, a year alter his marrage

sased in March 1980, he moved to the Malaysian Big
Kuala Lumpur-—where the lights wore bright aad there

nty of money lor the picking

0 Die

rked in a market, a cotleeshop and bakery before
: the 08 Indian gang in 1984 which concrolfed
“lds. Segambut, Sungei Way and Ampang. He also
[ 2% a car repossessor.

tong Kalt was in and out of prison so often and had

v brushes with the Taw that bis ble must have been

ick
was arrested on July 1985 and sent o Pulau Tereiak
din 1987, be was sent w Kaantan as a rostncted resident
ar

retrned to Kuala Lumpur and worked as a house
ve for a department store at falan Klang Lama. In 1989
ed his own 04 gang in the lalan Kelang Lama area
ting herom
pril 1990, he was arrested i a drug rad and sent o a
ed residence in Copeng, Perak, for two years
November 1991, he escaped from the lawmen whilst
ny a court case in Petaling faya. After that he decided
sig time. After picking up some guns, he started his
happy reign, nuscling his way around. When distrct
erime lords did not want to couperate with him. he

removed the opposition by killing them
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A Shrink Sums Up

The two crooks who terrorised Kuala Lumpur and feft
indelible marks in the minds of its residents were
described as a ‘misguided genius’ and a ‘sadistic
sociopath’ by a leading psychiatrist.

Datuk Seri Dr M Mahadevan, former director of
Hospital Bahagia, a mental hospital in Tanjung Rambutan,
Perak, was reported as opining that Bentong Kali was
‘ernotional, dramatic and erratic’ and was ‘an incorrigible
character with no conscience and never accepts blame
or remorse for his actions’ Bentong Kali suffered from
marked paranoia and sadistic traits.

‘Unlike Botak Chin who was a misguided and distorted
genius, Bentong Kali is a homicidal and sadistic sociopath.
Botak Chin was a misguided, self-styled idealist with
grandiose ideas from young and wanted to be popular.
He was more of a socialist!

A workshop owner was found charred in a burnt car in
Kampung Segambut in August 1992 On 24 January 1992, a
printing press proprietor was shot while having supper. And
that was just the beginaing

In November 1992, police offered a RM 10,000 reward for
information leading to his arrest. This increased to RM 160,000
as the tally of murders went up.

During the hunt for him, Bentong Kali had the audacity to
telephone CID Director Zaman Khan and dare Zaman 1o arrest
him. However, unlike Botak Chin, Bentong Kali did not go so
far as to attempt to kill the top cop

It is not certain when he decided to tattoo his body, but
the tattoos helped police in the positive identification of his
body after his final shoot-nut. On his body were tattoos of a
dragon, tiger and nude women and on his right arm were the
words, Born To Dai (sic}



ala Lurmpur

Choi's Reign

1894, there were ‘robberies of European houses,
overnment offices and other places almost of nightly
scurrence, and the whole neighbourhood was simply

the hands of a well-organised gang who carried on
eir depredations with impunity”

This was the reign of Li Choi, the chief crook in the
tala Lumpur of the 1890s. This man, who was believed
 have murdered nine people, had his nemesis in the
rm of police chief Syers who brought his reign to a
slcome end.

But catching the thug was not so simple. Only after
uch hard work did Syers manage to infiltrate his gang
1d obtain information on his movements and plans for
bists. in a raid, Syers nabbed the gang members, but Li
hoi gave him the slip.

Syers had to place detachments of plain clothes
snstables and detectives in various places and increase
e number of night patrols. The cat and mouse game
ded with Li Choi's capture in 1895,

During the trial, Li Choi admitted that the spoils of his
sfarious deeds included at least three heavy ion
overnment safes. Li Choi was later executed,

A CLOSER LOOK .




my family for picnics and a cool, refreshing dip in the jungie stream
It's a pleasant place where you can get away from the
‘concreteness' and grime of the city.

Bangsar's success as a trendy entertainment spot has
given rise to at least two copycat developments. One is in the
Taman Desa / Danau Desa area, off J. Klang Lama, and the other
is in the Desa Sri Hartamas area. Recently, the Desa Sri
Martamss nightepot has become happening' and KL's “rightbirds’
are flocking there.
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