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INTRODUCTION




d

alites are lost irom obove, but the exc

of the oerial view does impase o cerain undomity that is not evident fom te ground. From above, Malksysio

Despite massve opening of land for development, planiations,

spreads cut deliooudy like on endiess corpet of broe

arien colour. Modern Malaysi

ond lumbeting, over 70% of Malaysa s il foresed. Green, from every sandpoint, s the

consfivses the Malyon Peninsula on the Asian mainland and Soboh and Sorawek en the nodh coogt of Fe isanc of Bor

d from the two Eag Malaysion isand sttes by the Sowh Ching Sea. West Maloysia ¢

neo. The mainkind—West Moloysio—s seporon

metes from Pedis in e north 1o the edoh, Kelorian, Meloka; Negri Sembilan, Perok. Pahang, Pulau Pinong

johor Sraits down south, encompassing

1 the Staits of

Terenggan, Selangor and the Federol Temiory of Kusk lumpu s 1930hormete coasiine exches out o konidlisng pecr shog

Melaka and the South China Sea' East Maloysia has a | 120km g tom Tanyung Daty n the west 15 Hog Port in the sast

bone—the Main Ron the Tha border souh

Peninsulor Molaysa's green blonket heoves ond undulates long it bos

ntiate and define

Sembdon, effectively isolat ng the east from the west This topogrophical dvis

Vi Pange were the main avenve of communication

est Cooyt and the foy

ed 1o spring up af the tives mouth Maloysia's longest

563 klometes| s ravigable 160k upsteam and the Kinobatang

0 4176 menes, or 13 700 feet

Ascs highes mauntan Mt Kinsbols

the cul
+ with Indocesio’s Kalimantan

tres in the Penin

5 pothy { Pening in the Foditon

before orting ey i he

tohe on hoes of green, golg

tracts in the Wes Coast bagin 1 rval te korest, with v ¢ ond ol palm

vever, relentosdy

tos that seemingly go or dy hee. The coaval regians are finged by dox ots poking

tamed for its more sondy

from the beackish woters. The Eoy Coost 15 jus ines, wah beoches flonked b uithoden coconut rees Like

pristne ond suilably corahresk

s set in 0 lneral sea of oquamarine

A Pechentian, Redang. Tioman and myriod cthers wink

ntcingly

ed dlong the rivers and coasts, ard

ysio, seflements afe concentrok

vineyards of pepper, gombier and oher spices ofe teminders this was once he first

Sp

as the lond of the ‘Golden Cherso

s

outpast of thy 2 londs. The Molkayan Peninsula was known 1o ancient Euiopaans

1 was 0 vital stopover beween chuslish moo

soons lor roders enroue ko the Onent o Occident The 9od stll shammers Foe s o

ath, Makaysia rema

il ond economic v prvotal s the heort of Souheas

Chm)us Kliengrothe
photographed British
Malaya in the early
1900s, capturing
images of the colony’s
industry and infrastruc.
ture, as in the photo,
preceding, of Padang
Rengos Pass.



Plrcng wos on cary
base for the British in
Southeast Asio.

And very quickly after
the founding of
Georgetown in 1786,
the colonials found the
cocl heights of Penang
Hill to be an ideal
retreat from the heat
and bustle of the port
some 1000 metres.
below. These views
from an album publi
shed in 1821, fore:
shadow the oppeal of
aerial photography.
ond demonstrate

the 1 9th century Brifish
fascination with land

scapes and vistas
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Thess two ponero:
mic views date from
1884 ond 1882 res-
pectively. The top.
photo is of Kuala Lum-
pur, and the wild and
woolly oppearance of
what wos litfle more
than o trading post ot
the time underscores
the city's relotive
youth. It will strike
some o3 odd that KL
was 30 undeveloped
compared fo Taiping
two years earlier, in
1882 a tidy town of
brick houses, wellaid
out pathwoys and o
padang










atol Asia, ¢ spine of mouniains works its way down o Eost Buma, follo

rom the knoted TransHimalayon plateou of o
¥

olayon Peninsula, sout

wing @ koopy lne of graity through Thatand 1o form the bockbone of mmost appendage

o say that M

of the great Eurasian landmass. It would be simplify ng reclit laysia's Main Range—or Barisan

ond Eay, hove o distinct identity, brought cbout in

Titwangsa—dhides the Peninsulo ino two, but the oasts, Wes

&

with the ridges slicing row ond again

port because of this mounoin barrier. The range runs down 10 the: southsouth

Pohong. The lopsided thrust ends o

nd vast

urevenly off 1o the east, effectivell isakating the East Const siates of Kelontan 1Ggor

The landforms of the peninsuks

Negri Sembilan, and the rela ying southemnmost statle—johor—s oditonally port of
beor the mor post Th over with

Main Range was uplifed from the seabed

fing

sea. Great chur

en the area was under the

sedimentary rock that formed v

at verious

4 the elements has shaped them info spaciacilar forms, espec ially outs

ed debrs

Pohang, Kedah and Peris. Lying ot the inerst

of eroded sedmentary rock. If the peoks of the Main Rong

ous fin ore Tin ) Peroi and Selangor in the 19 century, |

cf a diferent sort: these oliwia ore looded with pre

copial of o dyna

copital The mex

o a boomiown that

forming a shanty

ol tading post name, describing iself in ftening I

\
lerren

m a hightise vontege. Kuala lumpur

adow of the

e Gunung Ulu Kali

ain Re

peaks of the nged in

ached over by

s The alluvial tnbearing sands tat §

hlands are limesione formations, includin ng G G matic s at of Ban Ca,

e sites of disused tin mine

ity yeors of sometimes headloog o

sordens are e most welkinown and tomantic of the citys o

highway,

symbols, the Notioaal Monument, which

ament House, beacon

on Malgysia’s birh. o

3 the dficial kounch of Visit Malaysia Year 1990, o g

aid much 1o put Molaysia on the world kourism map, the Prime Minister Do

den City of Lights

t Mohamad declared Kualo lumpur o

of flowe a lumput's

ine

risons of elegant rees and flo

j [——

[preceding) gives o
scene of pineapple
and oil palm planta:
tions a delightiul
textute. Kuala Lumpur's
downtown is domina
ted by fanciful

architecture.



T he Cosewar ks
the extreme southern
tip of the Asion conti
nent, the Malaysian
town of Johor Bahry,
with the island of
Singapore. While
Singapore left the
Federation of Malaysia
in 1965, the two

untries are stll

tied together

the Causeway is often

wmed with troffic,
and the pipelines
visible here carry o

ble portion of

Singapore’s fresh

Maloysia from Singa

pore have necessitated
xpansion of the

Immigration Post on

the Malaysian side




Ta groomcolon
that dominates the
Molaysion landscope
is also said 1o be the
favourite colour of the
Prophet Mohammed. It
is used her
mosque buill in tradi
tional Melaka style

for o new

ening the concrete outlines of the city with o

boulevards and streets, s

soothing—or 10 use o local expression—cooling” effect. The University of

Molayo’s Rimbo limu, or Jungle of Knowledge, contains no less than 1500

species of native plons on 40 heciores of compus lond. The ‘reforestation

f e

=d Io the sncbby suburbs on the

city hos been so successhul that birds once confi

every now and then. Kualo lumpur is

1o tiuter into

hills have condescends

rekaed and Ivecdle. s grawing middie class. hos enough economic ot to f

shopping malls, cutural centres, cinemas and entericinment plazas

28%C. The humidity and rainfall are clso

@ heartbeat from the equatcr, the medion temperatse in the peninada is high, fom 25

ol But a few hours” drive from Kuola lumpur are the conl getaways of the highlands and facthills of the Main Rane

winbly equ

> 6 lemperoteseening 16°C

a

ting heat of the lowlands evaporates amang the mountains, and the thesmometer can plummet

HOMIC view

from on high

trom the heat, many of the hill siatons offer ancther atrocticn, o parn

enfre it con be seen, when not higden

The rearest of the hill retrears 1o Kudla Lurmpor is Genting Highlands From e city ¢

opter hoverng ¢ e knfesharp

closer up,

&
®

&

F

on lep of o mountain. Genting's

1 foreath The founder. Ton

no and

Wi

e enl

nighHi

amous

d that the cost of driving @ road thiough some of AMaksysas

xcied a holiday bung

>ch Torg

cleared o pat

s siored up in 1965, the,

most impregroble terrain did not usty just a sir gle bulding. When the bull

and n 1978

farming ond tounsm resod, in o fear of rer ering skill and ingenuty In 1971 the: Highks

ts ovailoble on the mouny seexing the cerial vie

The col

Genting Hotel, making @ tolal of 111

. 1o 912mete elevaiion to

mght consider the Genting Car 0s an clernative o ¢

1768 mexes, beginning fiom a lane

not be visible from

hued Chinese temple pagoda that arises ¢ ¢ miage F

st and the South Ching o the east

but maost will moke do w

but the hil resort

+ an cbsession of the

ond exberance,

o0 to high plaeaus Ike Pehang o

2fon sumbledt coto "o fine platecu with gey




The magrificent
Sultan Salahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah

mosque of Shah Alam,

Selangor's capital,

encompasses both
classical ond hightech
elements

it draws on the refined
tradition of Sinan,
orchitect of Istanbul's

great mosques, ye!

fions ensus

that the building hos




Englond fourishing ot the beight of summer oll yeor round. Today, @ moder condominium Haures window bases loden with the most unropical
of futs, srwberry plantst Also in Pahang s Fraser's Hil, on the same altaude os Cameron Highlands. The odventurer louis James Fraser buit a
house in the hills, and cperated 6 lucrotve if primitve mule train, carmying fin ore ovee o mouniain PAsS. When he myserioudy disappeored
belore Wodd War |, Bishop FergusorDavie of Singapore set out on o searchranciescue mission Though he came pock without news of Froser,
he did tell of @ smoll, hidden platecy, an ideal refreat for fose who coukdn’, wel, ke the heat The last eight kilometies o Fraser’s is along o
winding tood colled the Gap, 0 natiow and deliciously precanous hat caly oneway traffic is permitied. Traffic folows a srict imetoble

Further north is Maswell Hil, or Bukit Larut, in Perak. This 1 the counry's oldest and smalest hill saten but it s blessed with the biggest sunfio-
wers, dahlios, doises, pansies, lupins and morigolkds. About a thousand metres high i ol e haipin rood mokes for @ hoittaising ride, caly

passible for fourwheekdive vehicles But ot the top. @ pancramic view awaits. And gleaming in the disionce is Pencng, Pearl of the Orient

¥ there was @ need 1o show a hiskorical precedent for e appeal of aenal photography, Penang Hill now Bukit Bendera, v d do lke o

good cerial photograph, the view from Penang Hill s ranscendent, aking n o horizons as well os bringing the eve down o precipice, to see

he city of Georgeiown below, flatened ot as in @ map. The view from the Hill was pepuiar froem the 1ime of Francis Light, who sequesiered the
shond from the Sulton of Kedah in 1786, as @ noval and oding base for e East India Company, In 1821 @ series of views hom the heights
was published in England [see page 15). The hil, o mere 850 meties, is best waled via a hiniculor raikway, bult in 1923 Modem cooches
have reploced the wooden carmioges, but the ambience remains, and the rider il needs 1o change trains midway The leisuwrely nde is @ teat,

ond the lemperatures fighten 1o 18°C. as the flowers un ot Cool Perang Hil was once o bt fovounte, as the sedote European mansions

sthy. From here, in one fell swoop. you can lake in Penang’s copial, Georgetown lafter George . Province Wellesley fofter the Merguis of]
the Narth Strais, the Kek Lor S1 Temple ot Ar Hiom, ond Penang Bridge, o long arc which links the islond o, the mainiard

The hil satns heive best when hey cre paired wit on ubon centie. Theit refuge is only necessory when hete s o place to flee from: KL in the

case of Genting ard Froser’s, Ipoh lor Cameron, and Gecrgetown fox Perong. The West Coast developed in an entirely different fashion from
the East, and as @ resul of the tin industy, betier transponation and ports protected from the monzoon, and its position flanking the Straits of
Melaka, the West Coast is more ubanised, more industial. cnd relatvely befier
off than the Eost. The East is queeter, more raditional, and has no hill siations

The Eas Coayt sates of Kelonton, Terengganu and Pohang share many si

tes by vire of thei rekative isdlation, Mokay folk cuure is generally occepied to
be ot its purest in the Ecst Cooyt, where Chinese, Indian, Idonesian and West
em influences have been more o less muted. The ordinary folk live simple, unpre-
sentious Ives in fishing and forming willoges scatered dlong the 544 kilomete
constine, lopped by the South China Sea. Al administrative bodies conduct thex

Thu city sidewalk
is decorated with
planters for the
bougainvillea plant
Maloysia’s city
planners are making
use of the colourful
possibilties provided
by tropical vegetation




T ploce where
Kuala Lumpur began
s is the famous
muddy confluence of

the Gombak and
Klang rivers, now
hemmed in by
rete, in the heart
sala lumpur's
business district. The
confiue
dominated by the

Jome Mosque, the

orguably its most

graceful




T o poradivicat

hideaway on
Malaysia's East

Coast is hucked away
omidst the notural
flora of the beachside,
its height limited 1o
that of the casvarina

pines.

business from the capitols of Kolo Bohr, Kuola Terengganu and Kuarian. Dito for banking, troding, and manufoctuting. The populaticn hovers
undk & milion each fo Kelantan and Pahang, and just over 600,000 for Terengganu. Sil, eoch siote nurkres o disind personality.
Kelontan holds the singulor honour of being the only sioie 10 have been governed by female rers, the fomous beauties Che Siti Won Kembang

ond Puen Soa'dong whose grace, power and prestige spreod for and vide. To this oy, only women iransoct retail rode ond hold court in

Kot Bohe's busting Cenval Market. Being next door to Thaikand, nion's hisiory lended to be interwined with ifs larger, more: oggressive

neighbour. Once o vassal of the Savijayan Empire. Kelanion converted 10 lslom in the 15th century and by the 19t it wos the most den:

ety

Tree of Gold as wibwte ko Thalland in exchange fox relatve cutonomy

populted sate on the peninsula. I fashioned the fobuious ‘Bunga Mas' o

Orly in 1909 did the Biitish assume overlordship. Kelankanese are among the frendliest, mogt easygoing and musicaliyinclined of Malaysians
P g g i

clden sand and their foniostic nomes: the Beach of Passionale love, the

for their pristine allure, their swathes of

ches are occl

Hormornious Melody, the Beach of Whispenng Breezas, the Beoch of the Seven Fatally Charming Maidens.

shed in Kelanton's shadow. The East

Terengganu has long ko batt. songhet weaving, and sik however find o home here

od association; Bur new petoleum driling and refining indusiies mean

Kelonion invariably gets the credit for these o

inesistible bait for sunseekers and scuba

Terengganu can fiex its eco shentian, Redang and Kopas ar

and i 200 has benefited from new prosperity

lass beact

duers Pahong s, the peansa’s

Despie theit imporiance for the modem nation, ol tale of the 3dds (ust delays he

iy o lte way up the dopes of the East Coast oot

dominant personality of the kandscape of the Malayan Penins.

on the margins of Genting Highlonds, ¢ meron Highlands o Fraser’s Hl

aimed F

d the ploteaus, and laling from the ridgelines that d west, is >, it moy also have

preaks aroun

ot retumed “As recenty

med o fomous wisitor 1o C 3 silk king, who wen! 3 ne ooy and ¢

s the 1960, @ iger was spotied rweys of the Camercn Hghlond

ve the levels of the hill gator

tise only a e ¢

Ridgelnes run 1o the

border, e peaks o

12014 mete ng out To the wes, the ndge

e oaks and laurels g




A\ ciorhotel on

he island of Pangkor,
off the West Coost, in

the Straits of Melaka

The design of the

resort blends well with
the eavironment, and
the Water Villas built
just off the shore allow
tourists fo share in the
atmasphere of
Malaysio’s many
woter villages’,
senlements built on
piles over shallow

seas or estuaries

red T30




T steep slopes of
Penang Hill, which
looms over the city of
Georgetown, are
planted with terraced

vegetoble fields

Malaysian soils are
too soft for terraced
rice cultivation, so
unlike Indonesia or the
Philippines, hillsides
are used to cultivate
vegetables and other
crops which require

less water.




the ridges the trees reach 25 mekes or 50, and tee ferns dominate the hil sion
wais. But it is of the base of the hills, in the dense lowlond forest, thot the jungle
expresses itself most completely, in every possible shode of lifegiving green. The
ro0ts of the Malaysian jungle go back 130 milion years, for it has been propo-
gating that long, in an endless cyce. This rainfored i innocent of upheavals ke
the ke Age, which inerupled the flousishing of rirforess elsewhere. The fungles
of the Amazon and the Congo Bosins, which are ofien assumed o be the word's
most ancient, are secondary forests in the geological terms by which the .
Ambysmlueﬂsogeﬁmmi From te i the embroce of over 21 mmdmswm'

tive, o “uilse the lond wihin the pork in perpey for th propogation, protection ond presenvotion of the indigenous fora ond
pmifmmheordmmxmbzzdudmmw Tvegblihefeaiydmfe‘sbies! mm‘r&hﬂcpaldhoﬁhdwa.

&ummad:yﬂmnspeoman mbtemgmadmpuﬂeddomgmwwupdgnm
Toman Negara is o limidess aviary. Birds of over 620 soris of feather flock together here. The Greal, Mwwmeﬁmuﬂ1

hop, perching on legs that are tickly feahered, ke ponialoons. Firebock Pheasants, Fishing Eogles, e Masked Finfoor, Kingishers
uredvmhwdadwbgﬁbuwﬁmdmdwémwdb\mﬂyWMWBMMW“

vormshxdesdwpm&e,mgbsvms&prwdehepummhﬂngdmdmbgewmh'
relosive of the elephani] and barking deer wild boar, sambor dee, leof monkeys, longtailed mocoques, whitehanded gibbons,
'swmwwwmaswbwm@ummﬁsﬂmmhwmp@,

Jovon Rhino are all here too, but their shyness forces them ko forego your company. ‘
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Koia tumpur,

fo its cifizens, is o

heady mix of highrise
architecture, and o
tropicel sort of old-
world charm (prece-
ding). It has grown
quickly, as Malaysia
hos, but the city is full
of greenery, and
retains on easy atmos-

phere.

Merdeka Stodium is
Molaysia's Wembley,
hosting football
matches, concerts
ond international

othletics events




Tunku Abdul
Rahman, Malaysia’s
first Prime Minister,
declared indepen-
dence for Malaysia af
the stroke of midnight,
August 3131, 1957,
here on Kuala
Lumpur's padang, ot
common, Loter
renomed the Dataran
Merdeka,

oy

/

Independence Square,
the podang s flanked
by listed buildings,
including the Royol
Selangor Club, nickna-
med by colonials a3
the ‘Spotted Dog', and
the Sulian Abdul
Samad Building ocross
the rood.




Rodwoys, o Keretops
Tonch Meloys The
serrocong buidding @

e foreg

KIM's odminisaosve
hecdguoren. Sehind
ot i3 KU's rodwoy

sicfice, olen conside-

red 1 be one of Be
workd's mos? exgusine

The ceicn domes

on of o busy bub &F

*omport ond

commence.




LA hoorish syie

also dominates the
Datoron Merdeka,

§ scon here olter on
Independence Day
parade. The pink

| plazo and its flagpole
ore new addifions to

b his historic spot: the

! freestanding flogpole

! "
s curently the world's

llest. Its base looms.
ne storey high,
dominating the green
podang, ond hiding
beneath it o vost
§ underground carpark
and shopping centre.
Now beautifully
decorated above and
below, Independence
Square is o firm
crowd-puller with the

city's youth.




Tha Clock Tower of
the Sulton Abdul
Somad Building is
part of the old State
Secrelariot buiking
This is the most famous
and mostphotogra-
phed landmark in
Kuola Lumpur. It is the
oldest of the Moorish
and Mughalfashioned
buildings erected in
colonial days in the ,

centre of Kuala

Lumpur. Today's city-

dwellers count down
the New Year here,
while holding their
celebrations under the
watchful eye of the

clock.




|
.
|

Thc heart of old
Kuola Lumpur. This
imoge puts it oll
together: the Jame
Mosque of the
confluence of the.
Klang and Gombak
rivers, the Sultan Abdul
Samad Building ond
the Clock Tower ot
Jolan Rajo, ond the
padang, Dataran

Merdeka, the symbolic
green field that s the
citys grest common
spoce. These land-
marks are tho

core symbols of the
city.




e




-
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IF tom his vanvoge
point, the sharp
upward angles of the
headquarters of
Malayan Banking
Berhad make it one of
the more domineering
of the brash new
skyscrapers that have
sprung up recently in
downtown Kuala
Lumpur. Hotels,
shopping centres and
more highrises, inclo
ding the headquarters
of Malaysia Airlines,
are found long Jolon

Sultan lsmail

Rising values in
downtown Kuala
Lumpur’s Golden
Triongle prime
property area have
built many o fortune.




A e piosivont

building in KL has an
Islamic connection: the
Tabung Haji Building,
a cylindrical structure,
with an unusual
‘waspish’ waist,
houses the foundation
which assists
Malaysian Muslims in
their efforts 10 make
the pilgrimage to
Mecca. The building s

a rare example of

local architectural

innovation. The PNB

Building next door is

more conventionally

international moder.
nist, but it successhully
incorporates o clossi-
cally Malay istanalike

annexe

VTP Svs s oo — - o




Fvom the air, the
National Mosque,

the Masjid Negara,

in Kuala Lumpur is @
vision in blue. The
structure, covered with
abstract patterned filli-
gree, used to be o
pristine white, signi-
Fying the purity of

Islam. But offer renovo-

tions, the dome

is now aqua blue and
green, symbolising the
mognaminity and
magnitude of the
national religion.
Prayer halls oo have
been enlarged.




A vieoning

middle class and an

envible record of
economic growth have
led to @ huge increose
in the number of cors
on KUs highways over
the past few years.
One new addition to
the highways has been
the Praton Sego, @

made-in-Malaysia car

that is very popular
Traffic jams ore an
occasional irritation
especially for car-
bound commuters from
the populous suburbs.
Still, overpasses and
flyovers like this one
near the city centre

help ease the burden



Y uihumcni House - U S >
| hos o pleasant hill of - S ‘
iy {
i it
e b {1
»k‘-kkg.kLt-LLbhr""‘vﬁﬁx‘
Ry P

—, " ™
S T

large Loke Gardens. - :

green all o its own,

5 neor Kuala Lumpur's

For years, the 18-

| soreys of Parlioment
House made it the
country’s tallest
building. 1t stll looms
over the city, and the

" nation, as the preemt
nent symbol of the
values of democracy

and openness




Clsiason

Negara was once the
residence of the high
est civil servant of the
colonial adminis-
wation, and was given
in perpetuity 1o the
British Government by
Tunku Abdul Rahman
s the residence of the
High Commissioner.

It has since been retur-
ned 1o the Maloysion
Government. It is now

one of Asia’s m

accloimed and most

luxurious hotels. The
Queen of England was
its first guest in 1989,
when she attended the
Commonwealth Heads
of Government
Maeting held in

Kuala Lumpur.




Thu National

Monument, or Tugu
Negaro, is a perme-
nent reminder

of the debt owed by
the nation fo those
sloin defending the
country from ifs
enemies. The bronze
sculpture depicts o
group raising the
Malaysian flog in

victory; the surroun-
ding gordens make
for a peaceful

sanctuary.




K\ consimes con

choose between air

conditioned shopping
centres ond supermar.
kets ond the hustle ond
bustle (and fun) of
fierce bargaining in
markets like these,
both in the centre of
town. While the
hoggling may occa-
sionally heat up,
umbrellas and awnings
shade marketgoers
from the sun. Some
stallholders say they
profor the indepen-

dence thot goes with

being a smallscalo
entrepreneur to the
enforced uniformity of
an office o factory
job. Market stalls can
be packed up and
reassembled ot short

notice.






A dining is

o way of life for

Malaysians, who enjoy
greot culinary riches
Malaysian food is on
assortment—and a
mix—of Malay,
Southern Chinese,
North and South
Indian, and Euvropean
influences. Fresh ingre-

dients are crucial,

especially seafood and
vegetables, and liberal
use is made of spices
and condiments like
sambal belocan, o
pungent mix of dried
shrimp paste and
chilis.




O o the mos

characteristic elements

of @ Malaysion city is
the shophouse.
Designed according fo
colonial urban codes,
shophouses are narrow
buildings fronted by
the ‘fivefootway’, @
covered possageway
formed from the
overhang of the
second floor. This

view of shophouses in
Meloko reveals
oncther basic element
the airwell, used to
bring light and fresh

oir into interiors of the

houses. Airwells and
tile roofs give the city-
scape on interesting
rhythm, even from this

unaceustomed angle
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Me!uka‘ Malacco

in its older spelling, is

one of the magical

towns of Southeast
Asia. Founded by o
line of Malay princes
from Sumatra, it
quickly became a
powerful and sophis-
ticated trading empire.
1t drew suppert from
the orang laut, a
literally floating
population that contral-
led the inlets and
byways of the Sraits. It
also had en clliance
with the Ming Chinese
through the Muslim
Admiral Zheng Ho
The Muslim faith of
Melaka's leaders
brought the city
contact with o thriving
trading network thot
stretched from Arabia
to China.




The wealih of the
Sultanate of Melaka
moda it an attractive

target for the Western

powers covetous of

controlling the spice
wrade. The Portuguese
took Melaka first, and
fortified the city. I was
later taken by the
Dutch, who have left
their mark with
buildings in the city

, including the
Christ Church and
Stodhuys, of Town
Hall. The Melaka court
reestablished itself in
Johor and elsewhere
most of Malaysia’s
current sultans trace
thei ancestry back to

the Melaka sultanate







Tho Brifish took
Meloka from the Duich
in a complicated trode

of territory that was

part of the end of the
Napoleonic Wars
They largely dismant
led the Portuguese fort,
but many of the city’s
oldest buildings survi-
ved. Visible in this
imoge are the
Tranquerah mosque,
ond the Cheng Hoon
Tong Temple, from
1645, The city did
well out of the rubber
boom, but the silting of
the port spelled doom
for its role os o rade
emporium. Today, land
reclomation projects
reach seaword, and
cultural fourism is
touted a3 a major
growth industry

for the city.




Armaugn rubber is

still more or less the

most significant crop in
the Malaysian agricul
trel sector, the mult
billion ringgit ail palm
industry is one of the
country's great success
stories. Around 1.5
million hectores are
under oil palm culiiva
tion making Malaysio

the world'’s biggest
producer of palm oil
The Palm Oil Research
Institute of Malaysia
[PORIM) works to keep
Maloysia’s competitive
edge. Here a private
plane takes off from a
plantation airstrip
deep omongs! the

paims




A rogiiicen
litary mansion
siraddles the top of @
hill lined with rubber
wees. This type of

grond, stotely and

octically selfsustain-
ing home is not all that
uncommeon. It harks
back 1o the days when
the white colonial
masters held huge
thousand-acre estates,
ond commanded a
retinue of servants 1o
run the house, man the
gordens and pour the
stengahs. Life on such
estates moy have been
isolated, but it was

never deprived










T very imoge of
broccoli lond: thick
clusters of deep
Malaysian jungle trees
in clumps like o heod of
broccoli, Despite exten-
sive development of the

land, jungle stil rules

over 70% of Malaysia
One crop which
competes for land is
the oil palm, grown in
neat pattern-ed rows,
below, o in contoured
rows on hilly land,
previous poges. Palm
oil has received some
bad press in the past,
but it is now generally
accepted to be good
for the health, Palm oil
is an important export,
but the tree also finds o
ploce in stately
gardens, prized for its

elegant fronds




Tho coconutpaimis
symbol of the

vapics, and of the long

beaches of Malaysia's
ost Coast. Every part
§ this versatile plant
be used, from the
multi-purpose fruit 1o
the lecf and trunk
w short hybrids can
be plucked by anyone
of average height So

far the Beruk ~coconut

not launched an
official protest ot this
threat 1o their liveli
hood. Another useful
vee is an impart from
zil: the rubber tree
5 also grown on
plontations. The scene
[below right] looks like
orest devastation, but
itis octuslly a planto-
tion in the course of

being replonted










Imgahan projects

hove brought lorge-
scale ogriculture to
Southern Johor, a3 in
the photo of  field
ready 1o be planted,
previous page. This
could well be
children’s ployground;
itis octually big
business. The bull
dozers may look like
1oys, but they are no
pushovers, s proved
by the multiton logs as
neatly arranged o3
matchsticks. But rough
ferrain tokes its 1oll, as
seen in the number of

spares in the yord




Bosuswiol onterprise

s interesting fo
snalyse from the

serial view. From this
vantage, doy-to-day
disorder recedes, to be
reploced by the logic
of a functional order,

in this case in the
sorage and distri
bution of @

wellknown

motor oil




l
|

ngm Bland isa  atop (coconut] fronds

beautiful island mode bt zinc sheets now
famous in Malaysion  reflect the middoy
history by the signing  heat. Its day in the sun
of the Pangkor Treaty  of local history

between the British ossured, Pangkor
and Perck leaders islond continues its
Fishermen in this peacelul, slumbering |

villoge go in search of  ways.

cuttlefish and anchovy;
the roofs of their /
houses used fo be of



esembiing o giant

saw puzzle floating
|

fin search of its

stch, the island of

ingkor Laut, some 45

nutes off Lumut in
erak state, is one of
sverol islands making
o the Pangkor Group

gkor Laut is home —~—— . { |

ne of Malaysia’s

most marvellous and - - ”

i — |
resorts. On Pangkor < |
Laut, the call of the - | y‘
wild has never been : . |

more pleasant
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B, brosh, and
perched on the

mountain fop, the
Genting Highlands
Resort attracts fourists
from Malaysia,
Singopora and around
the world. Its casino,
its nightlife, the fresh
ool air and magni-
ficent views give it a
special appeal. First
opened up in the
1960s, the resort rests
on a high point of the
ridge of Gunung Ulu
Kali. At night, and on
clear days, the resort
can be seen from
downtown KL, becko-
ning from on high




[ @ Highlands
is one of the eight
districts of Pahang
state. Its cocl and
invigorating climate
makes it ideal for
flower nurseries and
patchwork patierns of
vegetoble gardens

A popular colonial

hill station, it looks like

a small patch of

Englond in the rropics,

with many Tudor-style
government gues-
houses and hotels
Pohang became

one of the four
Federated Malay
States in 1896




This portclary

scanic oulcrop of

limestone hills and
caves is port of @
complex reminiscent of
Guilin in southern
China, A few miles
from Ipoh, capital of
Perak sicte, this area is
@ major tourist
destination despite
encroaching

development. Perok is
home 1o the the
couniry's richest and
lorgest fin lodes,
although ironically
‘perck’ in Maloy

means ‘silver’.




The search for fin in
the states of Perak and
Selangor did much to
open the interior of the
Malayan Peninsula,
ond sill today
Malaysio and Bolivia
dominote the world's
tin industry. Craters
ond pools remain after
tinbearing sands have
been dredged of their
share of the metal, but
the energy of the tropi-
cal flora means that
nature begins to

rehabilitate the exhaus.

ted tin fields quickly.




Lite o ciazy neon

version of the dark
side of the moon, the
fresh remains of open-
pit tin mining make for
an eerie oerial
spectacle. locals
believe that furious
malignant spirits lurk
beneath the waters,
and when children

drown in these

relatively shallow
depths, they
whisper of the
vengeance

of nature.




A s

floating dredge rests in

a pool in an old fin
mine, the land already
coming back inta
productive use to grow
oil palm. A lowlying
landscape of mines
agriculturol villoges,
and shady row ofter
tow of rubber trees on
large plantations
mokes the drive north
from Kualo lumpur
through Perok to Ipoh
and further north 1o
Penang o ploasant

one North-South road

links are now being
exponded and impro-
ved, for this corridor
through the most
densely populated
part of Malaysia is
roally the main
backbone of the

Peninsulo







Sinca e opaeing

of the Penang Bridge,

in August 1985,

ang s no longer
completely an iskand
This remendous
bridge, it pylons
delicotely suggesting
the lines of @ mosque's
minorets, measures
seven kilometres long
ond [oins Penang with
Province Wellesley, or
Seberang Prai, the
bond of lond on the
peninsula that belongs
1o the state of Pulay

Pinang







Georgelown, capital of

Pulau Pinang, must be

Komfar, a stunning

monolith lowering

neorly 60 storeys
above the din ond

bustle of old Penang

town. While it is o

disruption of the urban
fabric of the fown, the

rationale is that it

concentrates ol deve-

lopment in one spot,

allowing the rest of the

city 1o preserve its

traditional feel. Shops

and major department

stores occupy the

lower levels, with

offices above. The
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adjoining geodesic

dome is used for
meetings and exhibi

tions.
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Thu history of

Penang mirrors that of

commerce and indusiry
of Malaysia. Francis
Light recognised the
potential of the islond
o3 a naval and Iroding
base for the East India
Company. Barely
inhobited in 1786, it
prospered quickly,

luring adventurous

tradesmen and entre-
preneurs from India,
China, Burma and
Indonesia. The mosque
is o fine example of
the contribution of
Indian Muslims, who
carved out a profitable
niche for themselves
here.







Dupwa the ever-

nearing opprooch of
the 213! century,
Penang still basks
sofly in the chterglow
of its glory years.
Prospering since it was
founded, the city
boomed during the
1920s, on fortunes
made in rubber and
other commodities.
The thick clusters of tile
toofs are seemingly
unchanged since then,

and ore o reminder

of the oncebustling

entrepot trode.







The funicvlor
railway to Penang Hill
was built by a Swiss
engineer in the 1920
The train may now

have new carriages,

but it is still o charming

way lo reach the
coolness of the hill-
station summit. The Hill
is currently occupled
by a few old mansions
ond rest houses, and
offers wonderful views
over Georgetown and
ocross the straits lo the
mainland of Seberang
Proi and the peaks of
Kedah. This tranquility
may change: plans
have been announced
fo develop part of the
Hill into @ recreational
centre and

theme park.










I ) £ Rt et g




Pruv»w; poge: this

simple and beguiling
stretch of ‘no-man's
land" is atypical of the
Eost Coast, A dark-
coloured river runs
almost parallel resul-
ting in a saline estary
rich in flora and fauna.
Two different worlds,
fresh and sea water,
are only a lop away.
Kampung Kualo Besut,
this page, is a villoge
of fishermen where the
permanent odour of
fish drying in the sun
permeates the air. The
beach of fine sand,
and the coconut palms
provides a picturesque

sefting.







Daytic viioges e

this dot Terengganu's
coastline. Although
assumed 1o be o
peaceful backwater
state, Terengganu has
long been an impor.
tant area of Maloy
settlement, and was
the first lslamic state on
the peninsula, o full
hundred years before
the founding of
Melaka as a stone
inscription at Kuala
Berang bears testi
mony. Bolh
Terengganu and
Kelantan were
cbliged 1o send the
‘Bunga Mas’ to Siam
prior 1o British

domination.
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Tww\ly kilometres the tourist 1o realise the

off the East Coast of greatest fouristic dream
Terenggany, the of many: a deserted
islands of Perhentian beach, oll to them-
Besar and Perhention selves. Fishermen from
Kecil moke o superb  the mainland ferry
refuge. The shallow travellers and divers
seas and rich coral out 1o Perhentian for
reels around the their own deserted

islands have prevented  island experience
them from being

heavily fished, so

their spectacular sea

life is available to

snorkellers and scuba

divers. There are basic

amenities here, but it is

stll possibla for
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he hisory of Sorowak could hove besn lied wrc t of o Hollwood boxoffice hit. n the 19 century, a cast of

several thousand headh on a syt of eve

ters ond puctes se! info o

satiate ony wouldbe Cecil de Mile. The dynasty of the Whise Rajohs

tight sme. When the Englsh swoshbuckling od s in the thioes of @ rebet

et Jormes B

lion againgt the Brunei suanate

n of app o Jomes Brocke for

velling the uprising, the g

of Brurei gronted Brooke the termtory beswesn Tan, g Dotu ond Samarchan et in | crowred h

Rajah', becoming the first white man 1o

varch

He moved decisi

by 1o conslidate his pe

ment

his rephev and he
nved his un
ok
n 1941

ApONSIoNist polic

son Rajoh Charles \

ok a3 absc

s potertate though he graned So

d the same year, puting events on hold and the Rajoh only reassumed his (i fve years ke

alef that the 5

on, coming 1 a head in Turky Abdul R

ahmon

e, proposed in 1961

indapendence. The Fex

A1 123,986 wquare ki

S Py

&5 making up o total of 2

orm o continental Asia The Peninsuka ¢

i

sely resemble eoch ¢

sedimentory ch

s geology. The

s ol Oher commerciolly

deposits are b

wmony, both cnce w

caly near the

s ond the structe

0 75% of the s is

Ov

hon, kowriont ropical romforests

nds olong the coost and soggy

domp, mossiayered for

s with dwarf vegelafion aceur

Moo oo

member of Opec, but
it is an exporter of oil
These storage drums
are near the Sarawak
town of Miri. Previous
pages o windless day
on a river near

Gunung Gadang
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\uching’s space

« City Hall is o
piece of funky
rsic architecture:
» building functions
o meeling place
nquet hall, confe
nce room, and
<hibition complex. In
ant 13 the structure
halding Malaysia’s

rly plan

o full descent




E.pm. river boats
tie the main cities and
towns of Sarawak
together. Fast and
streamlined, they
have a shallow
drought, and are
olten called upon to
navigate tricky rapids

metres. Unique in the world are Sorawak’s heath focests, where conifers rule
supreme. This lowying type of forest, seen in its most extreme foim in the Bako
National Park on the coast just south of Kuching, grows up over impoverished o
pootydiained sols, and is fesooned with low, gnared vegetation

From above, Sorawek is one bmpy green blanket crisscrossed with brown veins
The rivers are the country’s longest and most navigable. The Rajang is navigable up
1o Kopit 160 km inlond. Other imposing orteries indlude the Baleh, nibutory of the
Rojong, the Boram 400 km) the Bakong Lupor (288 ki, he Limbang (196 ke ond
the Sarawak (113 km). The main lowns ore all along these mighty conduits of commerce ond ranspos, including Sibu, which is the terminus for the

longdistance boat lines going up the Rojang Becouse development has come o recently 1o much of Sarowak, and because communications are sl
dependent on the sometimes copricious fivers, some of the riverine selements sil have an adventurous air of the frontier cbout them

Kuching, home 1o 306,000, s e nerve centre of Sarawoh, ond the seat of the siate’s govemment ond administotion Kuching means ‘cat’ in Malay,
and thaugh the popuar sory has the name chosen by the Rogah, it is kely 1o have been the rodiional name for the area for some time. inspired by
e cats” eyes tees. For oll its moderniy, new developments ond impressive govermment buikdings, the cily can sill evcke the time of the White Rajohs
especially Rajoh Charles Brooke. The Asiana with its pavate ety and pair of formidable: iowess was bui in 1870 by Charles as o budol gito his
wife, the Ronee Margaret. | s now the official home of Sarawok’s Heod of Site. Also Charles” handiwork is Fort Margherita, bult n 1878 and
nomed aties his bedoved wafe The flog mast has seen the banners of many masers: the colours of he Brooke family's escutchecn, the Rising Sun, the
Union Jack and now the Makaysian Flag. The Fort’s new tole in these rather more peacetul times is as the police museum

The Round Towe is another fort commissioned by Rajoh Chares though it ookl purpose is @ bit obscure. Down the rood towards the river 15 the
Square Tower, an odd edifice of scko lower, sit windows and parapess, o bit of Medieval England iansported to the fropics. Kuchings archiecure is
a bewiderng hodgepodge of lund cnentalia, dlassical Pallodian, Britsh colonial and Medarn, as if the maser plonner couldn't decide on the overal
theme ond opted for o bit of everything. The Coutt House is ocknowledged s one of the mast magnificent in Molaysia, with a clock tower, n obelsk
10 Rojoh Chorles Brooke and inticate native mosfs on its doors.and gulls. The General Post Office, with its ten Corinthian columns, looks o if if would
be more ot home in Athens’ Porthenon. learned souls will make their way 1o the Sarawak Museum, one of Asias finedt Completed in 1891 its
focode is Nomandy but the intetior houses Bornean art and crafts, and o natural history collection siaried by the famous natalist Albert Walloce
cvca 1855, The old ond new wings prowde a rich insight inko Sorawak's berioge. The gaudy red Tua Pek Kong Temple s Kuching's oldest dating
bock to e 1860s. A grand new Sorawok Siake Mosque now suparcedes the 1968 one which was designed by the renowned architect Somi
Mousawi and st stands regally on 100 ocres, on the site of on earier wooden mosque buit in 1852 A ke bit further from Kuching, by the foot of
Santubong Mountoin s Sarowak's Culural Viloge, a living, open air museum highlighting the vanous ehaic culures




Some of Sarowok's most aniesting, spebbinding and mogical sights are completely unavalable o the ceriol view. They are even too boshhd ond
demure o be ssen from on the ground. One has 1o go underground, in fodi 1o appreciate them. The Gunung Muly Nofional Park is only @ compoct
544 squate kilometres, but within its boundaries is one of the most spactacular and extensive limestone cave sysiems above ond below s earh, The
Sarawak Charmber, Lubang Nasib Bogus [ Good Luck Hole') is the werld's lrgest notural chamber ot 00 mefres long, 450 metres wide ond 100
metres high, cavernous enough 1o garage 7500 buses! Dees Cove hos the lorgest passage known 1o us of 100 mekres wide and 120 metres high
vith an eerie 190m watestall pouing thiough the toof et a rainstorm. The longest cave system in Southeast Asia is Clearwaer Cave which winds of

1.5 kilometres

4o the mauntain, The much publicised BinshiMolaysian Muks Expedition of 1980 did o great deal of work surveying the caves,
ot 26 with 159 kiometres of passoges have been suveyed. Yet tis is believed 1o consivie only 30% of the cavern system!

Mulus magic is visible from the air, s the limestone that is henelled thiough underground yields bizarte shapes and forms above ground os
well Huge forested hummacks and sheer clifis mark the Mulu landscope. but the most exciing cbovergiound speciode here is the sight of the

desclate, weidly shaped pinnades protiuding perversaly dlong Gunung Api's siopes. These fomations—knifesharp, inenselyeroded spurs of lime-

done—loom as much as 45 meties above the Teelops. The second highest peak in Sarawok is Gunung Muly, ot 2376 metres. Covering the

mounicins, caves, valle

. heath and flotood are, ot the las count, 1500 species of flowering plants inchuding 170 orchids ond 10 species of picher
plorts. Troversing the suface are 68 species of mammals, 262 species of birds including dll 8 spacies of hombils, 74 species ol frogs, 47 fish ypes,
281 forms of bunerfies ond 458 kinds of ants Inside the Deer Cove are several hundred thousand freertaled bats, one of the twelve bot species

ces soch evening. These 2ones are home 1o for thiee specias of swif, for scorpions, earwigs, and
ned 1o 0 gloomy sublenanean exisence ore 25 invertebrotes inchding a rore scorpion and while cob, living

ecidlised made ol exisence. Other bizare lifeforms may be in the caves, yet o be described by scientist.

sandy bays, se arches, s sacks, bizarre and colouted rocks

rom diffused ron depositions. The main feature hete is the 100mete high sandsione

that helds o unique sort of orest Boko's extensive mangroves ore home
sibeer leaf monkeys, longtalled macoques, womete long
1 inquisitive and playful otiers.

tole in the myth ond symbolism of the peoples of

Despite their dominion, the birdseye view only

Tha Goddess of
Mercy temple promi-
nently located in
Kuching hanours
Guonyin, o Buddhist
diety very populor
among the Southern
Chinese who migrated
fo Sorawak.




T Sorawak River,
Kuching’s lifeline,
remains an active
seaport, communi-
cating with the sea
some 50 kilometres
downstream. The port
is mostly used for
goods carried fo and
from the interior. In
Sarawok towns and

seftlements not directly

on the sea hug the

river, which stil serves
a3 the principal means
of transport for this

rugged state




D.. by the
Sarawak River is Fort
Margherita, an odd-
looking building
erected for Charles

Brooke, resembling an

English medievol
fortress transplanted 1o
the tropics. i originally
served as @ prison,
ond has served s o

fortress in its time,

though some suggest
that its true purpose
was 1o amuse the
Rajah’s wife Margaret,
who had been reading
a little too much Sir
Walter Scott, Today, in
more peoceful fimes, it
serves os a Police

Museum.




The Sarawak

State Mosque was
completed in 1968,
on the site of an

earlier wooden

mosque built in 1852

Commanding a view
of the river, and
surrounded by o small
graveyard, the mosque
hos since been super-
seded by o new,
grander mosque,
which was completed
in 1990




Tho Astana was built
in 1870 by Rajoch
Charles Brooke, the
second White Rajoh,
03 a wedding present
to his wife, Ranee
Margare!. Margoret
prided herself on good
relations forged with
the women of
Sarawak. It has its
own private jetty, and

the two imposing
towers serve o3
lookout points. The
Astana is now the
official residence of
Sarawak's Heod of
State.
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Throughly modern

Miri is Sarawok's

second lorgast city
on the coast east of
Kuching, near the
border with the oikrich
independent Sultanate
of Brunei. Miri was
one of the first areas
in Borneo o be explos
ted for oil. Sorawak's

fiest oil

well was drilled here
in 1910 Tha centre of
the industry in
Sarowak has now
shifted south fo Bintuly
where natural gos
fields are currently

being fapped




T his sudy in bloe
and evening light is o

scene from the water
villoge outside of Miri
Many towns in Borneo
{ond Kalimantan) have
o kampong ai, ot
water villoge, built on
stilts and piles over the
protacted waters of an
estuary of fivermouth

The tides serve 1o tidy

up the yards, ond the
lopping of the water
on the house piles
odds a degres of
coolness and quiet 1o

the environment.







Cool reflections

and a brightly colou-
red coastol fishing
boat moke for

a pleasant scene
outside of Miri

This town is o good

base from which to
begin trips up the
Baram River lo
Marudi, and
towards the Mulu




Bic vitege

displaying its new

mosque, tends towards
the river. The village is
the entrance point to
the Bako National
Park, which occupies @
peninsulo of rugged
sandstone in the
Sarowak River delto
The dramatic shape

of Scatubong

Mountain, capped in
cloud. dominates the
views. The mountain
has served 0s o
landmark for navi
qators making for
the Sarawok River for
of least @ thousond

years




S.bu city is the main
port for the Rajong

River, Sorowok’s
longest. The capital

of Sarawaok’s Third
Division, the city is the
terminus for boats
plying their way
upriver 1o the towns of
Kapit, and ~water
levels permitting—
beyand 1o Beloga and

the uppor reaches of
the Rajang. The Baleh,
o tributary of the
Rojang, is also served
from here
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A ooy of sream:

lined long distance

express river boats
seem to be paying
homage to Sibu’s
landmork, the pogoda
built os part of o
Chinese temple.

These boats can moke
it oll the way upriver lo
Belaga. The express
boats ore often equip-
ped with video sets
and airconditioning
Traffic on the river
might be light, but the
boats have steeHined
hulls to contend with
possible hozards
floating just below the

waoterline.
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Sarowak’s first
National Park, gazel-
ted in 1957. Sitvated
in the Sarawak River
delta, Bako preserves
2728 heciares of
coastal and mangrove
habilat. The flora
ronges from lush dpite-
rocatp forest o near-
barren podang of tall
grass and scrub, with
a sprinkling of carnivo-
rous plants, The rore
proboscis monkey is

found here; the long-

tailed macaque enjoys
its prolected status
when it raids visitors'
unatiended picnic
boskets.
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The massive boulder
of limestone that is
Niah sits in the
lowland swamps

like a huge sponge
riddled with innume-
roble caves. The Nich
Caves have long been
known 1o the local
inhabitants, who were
curiously reluctont lo
discuss them it is only
alter World War Il that
the Sarawok Museum
seriously investigated
ond explored this
prehistoric butial site
Nich Man, a human

fossil 35,000 or more
years old, was found
in Nich Greal Cave.
The collection of bird's
nest still goes on in the
caves, but under the
authority and strict
control of the Sarawok

Museum.




ver the loreats of the
Mulu Natianal Park for

ver five million years

This area has long

remained isolated by
virtuo of its rugged

e terrain One

sharp pinnacles nsing
up 45 matres high twe
thirds the way up the

sunung Apr

limastone that holds
the Mulu Caves, o
o camplex that

nvals any in the world
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8elaga are the |

paints of wide.

ntainous tracts of

Kapit division Belaga
used 1o be one row of
shophouses where

natives bartered |u

ce for o few

commadties like cloth
salt. beods and jars

Now a school caters

population

hungry tor education

trict Olfice

and o D
and Hospital serve the
far-flung community
Transport is still uncer
tain and expensive
Belaga may be

reached by air. by

boat

or very

iy




Gu:hmg_ rapids

mark the zones where
Bornea's mighty rivers
drop from the high
plateay inte the wide
lowland plain log
rabts and silted water
are common sights
here In the past
nearly all of Sarawak's
Jumber was exported
as round logs This is
changing as timber
processing in the State
is encouraged A local
industry provides jobs
for skilled ond sem:
skilled labour. end so
helps 1o better distri
the value of forest

products be-tween the

primary producers in

Sarawak and the

processors and sellers

ly e )

Eost Asio







Lkn bees drawn

1o a pot of honey,
these elongated speed-
boats call ot an Esso

‘offshore’ petrol

station, for fuel and 1o
catch up on locol
news. Once oar-
driven, boots ond
sampans are
nowadays fitted with
motors for speedy

occess




T

fairly r

between Sibu and Mir
upplemented with the

occasianal touch of

aMtap under the eaves

a shared verandah

cuns the entice length

of the




O .isizod sinc

roofing also colouts

this view of a Chinese
temple or clan house,
though the roolridge
ornaments of dragons
and longevity gourds
can be discerned

The use of such
otnaments, and
upturning eaves, is

one indication that

Southern Chinese
ond Southeast Asian
house styles may share

a comman ancestor




¢ centuries Barec
has been a place

apart Before Malaysia

Arrlines’ sturdy Twin

ors were put ink
regulor service, the

naveller paddled

upriver from M far
one week. then walked

through rugged

mountain terntory fo

her 1o reach this

ghlend valley This

isolation hos made the
Kelabit an independent
people with proud
wraditions They share
the remarkable artistic
skill of most indigenous
Borneo peoples. and
they developed o
sophisticated system

gated rice

culture




Th» ricetields of

sare0 lock brown and
nviting between 1
seasons A month after
s photo was taken
ihe nursery will be
repared, and the
Juice gates on the
d lo

h The newly

sprouted rice seedlings

planted in

nud by patient
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Saboh's East Coost
previcus pages Fisher
men erect makeshift
structures here. for
drying nets and salting
fish This notquite-cn
island, lefr, 15 visible

olf Semporna




' ulou Sibuan i3

ane of the beaunful
slands that lie off the

coost of Sabah near

padan; an
sceanc 1sland som

furthe

Sibuan

ot than
ause it fises directly

from the ocean fisor

amazing wealth of

aquotic life around




R grasin

notth Sabah. wotered
by the many rivets that
have the:r sources on
the slopes of Mt King
balu The stubble on
these fields is likely 1o
be burned. 1o return
nutrients 1o the soil
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ically the mixed

areas of

which can thri

dden soil and
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S cosekon, provions
poges, was once the
capital of North
Borneo under the rule
of the Chartered
Company. The city
hos seen its fortunes
ebb ond flow several
times. Now relatively
prosperous due 1o
timber wealth, the
town boasts one of
the most extensive
kampong air in the
state. Another
kompong air, these
poges, is found in
Kudat, o town on the
north coast of Sobah
that became the

capital aher

Sandakan




e busy fishing

11 ot Kudot hin

-
the maritime traditons
of this town whick
was once an impar

tant emporium for the

waters of the South

) provide o

ving for
fishermen but the

many magniicent




Wi mskes

an efficient transport

system for cut logs
They are flooted
down rivers in log
rafts, corralled and
pushed into place by
small specially
designed tugboats
and then loaded from
out of the water

directly onto small

freighters, like this
one o the East
Coast of Saboh







P ar o the awocion
of Sandakan o the
North Borneo
Chartored Company

was its fine deepwater

port, a the head of
the large bay of the

same name. The city is
also defended
landwards by a large
limestone ridge, seen
here backing the
brand new mosque of
o fantasic, futuristic

design.
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Lorghouses oo

most usually asso-
ciated with Sarowak,
but many of the
peoples of Sobah also

live communally in this

fashion. This particular
community appears 10
have o progressive
leader: @ naw seftle-
ment hos been establ
shed on the other bank
of the river, but the old
longhouse is still
maintained. Tall vines
of the pepper plant
growing on poles are
cultivated behind the

longhouse
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station

different pol

Fed
par with Kualo Lumpur

Labuan is being



Tne Sobah Stote

Museum is one of the

great attractions of
Koto Kinabalu. The
lines of the building
are based on the
design for a raditional
Rungus longhouse,
which has outward
sloping walls under
neath o brood sloping

roof The Museum

has the challenging
task of adequalely
portraying the cultures
and histories of
Sabah's more than

30 ethnic groups




Tk most inpressive

building in Kota
Kinabolu is the
headquarters of the

Saboh .

among its bene

octivites Each of the




I he citizens of

Sabah's copitol

follow the Molaysion
fashion for abbre
viating the double
borreled name of their
city Kota Kinaboly is
KK for short. The city
is modern, ond it was
almost totally rebuil
after Warld War Il

Competing with the

Sabah Foundation and
the Museum for the title
of most imprassive
building in the city is
the Sabah State

Mosque




Thinpsive

soaring cliffs of Pulay

Bahala. n Sandakan
Bay, frame a pristing
beach, ond make for o
lovely touris:

Duni

o Jopanese detention
camp, and tales of
traged those
days aee sl heard in
Sandakan and the

area today




on the East Coast of
Saboh are home fo
nesting turtles and
other marine life
Nearby to Sendakan
are other natural
attractions, including
the famous Sepilok
Orangutan Sanctuary
and the Gemantong

Caves, o major

bird’s nest collection
site. On the following
pages is the peak of
Mi Kinabaly, taken
from o helicopter
hovering above the
clouds, but under the
4176-metre elevation

of the peok
















Sulu Sea s o

her's dr

Yes. tho sea really s
this biue the palm

trees do sway in the
breoze. and the sand

is pure white o

fracked by o

againg Hiopers
during laying season

This i3 Pulay S

and on the preceding

poges one of the

Semporna o small

town on the south




R chin s and

inlets and hidden

pirates

century the Sultan

agains! the Spanish

e hing from the

or side was nice

a1t methods

triendly shelter 1o
shallow craft paddled
by the canny

ers of Suly Small

be roided

dowr
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T'\u East Coast of

Sabah is host to an

amphibious popu

erected over the tidal
shallows This photo
shows a fishing site.
not o village. The
straw-like structures

between the nets are

fishirops which are
emptied regularly
The day's catch s
salted and sun-dried
as future provision

and lor sole




farflung possession
Terumby loyang
Layong is one of the
Spratly Islands, a
scattered chain of
otolls and islets in the
South China Sea, five
hours by helicopter off
the coast of Saboh
This one is presently

occupied by the

Malaysian Navy,

partly o guard against
encroochments by
ietnamese or Chines
forces, who have laid
claim 1o the island in
the post One plan is
for the military to
develop the atoll for
tourism, for those
travellers who desire
the experience of
on isolated desert

island




All the archival research is by John Falconer. Pages 12-13: a photo by Charles Kleingrothe, circa 1907.
Capyright John Falconer. Page 14: William Daiell, an oquatint after an oil painting by Capt Robert Smith,
View of Glugor House and Spice Plantations, Prince of Wales Island, Inscribed to the Proprietor, David
Browne, Esq”, from the Views of Prince of Wales Island set published in 1821, couttesy of the British Library.

Page 15. top: William Daniell, an aquotint after an ol painting by Capt Robert Smith, “View from the

Convale

ent Bungalow, Prince of Wales Island”, Views of Prince of Wales Island, 1821, courtesy of the British

library. Page 15. bottom. William Daniell, aguatint, “View from Strawberry Hill, Prince of Wales lsland”. The

oll painting by Smith |

ch this aqualint was copied has yet to be discovered. From the Views of Prince of
Wales lsland. 1821, courtesy of the British Library. Pages 16-17: Panoramas, 1884 and 1882, copyright of
ine Royal Commonwedlth Society. All photographs by Guido Alberto Rossi except for pages 18-19, 34, 35,
40 41, 48 49,50, 51, 52-53, 58, top, bottom, 59, top, bottom, 6061, 63, 121, dll by Georg Gersler;
pages 62 and 118119 by Bernord Hermann; and pages 146 and 147 by Alberto Cassio, and page 96 by

Rio Helmi The map on pages 158159 is produced by Swanston Graphics, Derby, UK. The publishers wish to

thank the men and women of the Royal Molaysian Air Force for their assistance and cooperation in the making

of this book  In particu

lar we would like to thank General Tan Sti Hashim Mohd Ali, Chief of the Malaysian

E

Armed Forces, 11General Dato Seri Hj Mohd Yunos Tasi, Chief of the Royal Malaysian Air Force, Colone!

Rahim, Sat Abdullah bin Abdul Rahman, and pilots Capt Ravi Chandran, Capt Omar Shuib, and Maj Prabokaran.
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