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It gives me great honour to pen a
few words about the late Mr
Daniel Jayaratnam, the MIC man
of Banting, Kuala Langat.

[ first met him at one of the
Selangor MIC meetings, during
my early years in MIC. At the
meeting, he raised a question on a
point of order. He was eloquent
in speech but what impressed me
was his simplicity, frankness and
openness in speech and action.

The efforts by his son Denison
and family to document the life
and works of Daniel Jayaratnam is
timely. We in MIC have many
members who have toiled and
worked sacrificially for party,
community and nation,

The theme developed in this
book, namely Politics & Service,
is relevant today. The political
culture of service before self is
being challenged by a quest for
selfgain from socio-economic
involvement. It is therefore a
timely reminder of the need to
return to the basics in political

thought and action. This is about
going to the grassroots, knowing
the people and their struggles,
voicing their concerns to relevant
authorities and extending
effective remedies.

The story of Daniel Jayaratnam
leaves us a legacy of service
through political action. In so
doing, he exemplified the true
essence of exercising democratic
rights and responsibilities.

I commend this book for your
reading and reflection and hope
that this attempt will motivate
other community leaders of MIC
to recapture history and relevance
for contemporary Malaysian
society.

Dato’ Seri S. Samy Vellu
President,

Malaysian Indian Congress
June 17, 2002
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A

M\' interest to rediscover my

dad's political thought and action
was a recent development in the
last five years. It emerged in my
quest to understand politics and
Malaysian society with specific
reference to defining politics and
political involvement for
Malaysian Indians today.

The reflecrions centred on what
fa
mould a person's political views.

ctors and issues influence and

Are these issues and concerns
similar today as they were during
the formative years of our nation?

What s

ategies and approaches

were adopred then and are there
relevance for us today? Further
what made 4 Jatfna Tamil
Christian to be actively involved
in the independence struggle for
India and mobilise support
through the Malaysian Indian
Congress and its related
institutions for the upliftment of
Malaysian Indians

The atrempr here in this hook
entitled Politics and Services: The
experiences of Banting Java is to

rediscover the erirical concerns

that facilirated political action
through a review of history, family
experience, recollection of
political experiences in capturing
the relevance and model for
political action in contemporary
Malaysia. The main themes that
marked his rime and life were the
war, independence, socio-
economic disruption,
fragmentation of estares, labour
disputes, founding of the major
political parties, communist
insurgency, confrontation with
Indonesia and formation of
Malaysia.

It would have been almost
impossible for someone like him,




fired by the ideals of freedom and
independence from a young age,
to have remained unmoved and
untouched by rhe events of the
day. He lived inan exciring era
with several major movements of
history raking place in such a
short period of time. In many
ways, he was wellsuited ro live in

such times as these. He was young

aghr up with
issties of freedam and justice.

and idealistic, ¢

My dad believed and lived out his
ideals for a betrer sociery through
the various organisations he
belonged ra. The first formal
organisation he joined was the
INA of Nethaji. During World
War [I, he saw and experienced
the arrival of the Japanese who
easily defeated the Brirish. The
colonial powers were proven o be
fallible and seeds of freedom and
being in charge of our own

destiny were planted in many
hearts.

He also belonged o the Mal
Indian Congress, NLFC!

IS, groups

promoting Tamil culeure and
language and the Methodise
Church, helieving that these
organisations could advance the

cause of its members, communiry
and the wider interests of the
nation,

His life as a palitician, communiry
leader and church leader brought
with it some amount of artention
and he seemed o take it well
without lerting it go to his head.
At the end of his life, he
remained essentally the person
he was - without arrogance, but
just a simple desire to serve and

make a mark in sociery.

In capruring my dad’s world and
experience, the hope is thar it will
challenge wis to review the politics
of today and that we will be

challenged to return to the basi
politics of conviction with
personal character and integriry.

Dr Denison Jayasooria
Exccutive Director
Yayasan Straregik Sosial
June 17, 2002
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Malaya: They came mainly fom China

aind alse mainland Indie b

B wele
alse significant numbesrs from: Caylon

patticulorly the Tamils from Jaffna

Later Arrivals

In contrast fo the: merchant and trading

classes afan

dlier ero, the more receri

Inclion migean nprised mainly the

wetking and labout classes. They came

mainly fer employment inithe plantations,
railways ot givll
mixde thls mass

sossible. Th

12

Malaya needed labour to de

agricdlual and riking induss
e fhe growing civil and gublic service
ors The

ve le Ihe id=a, os

swers i Indie wars also

the

f

oviners, smploy: d fhei

agents whg  mods  fhe

commissions.

Uliimately the migration wos on such @
ssale 08 1© have profound impoct on
Malaya then and even now as the
Indians moke up about 10 percent of
the pogulation and play a significant rale
in the riction. But'the means by which

frhy of fhe migrants ware enticad

Jited and braught to Malaya wers

d rragic. Many [lierare lobeurers

did vt knew what they were gsifing

inte.  Propoganda,  misle
infermation and dubicus foctics were
often used fo attract lobourers to go to
Malaya. Both the government and

emplayers resonted to such maasures

including distibuting information about

cheep loddy in Mdlaya

Miapy of these labo

rers ended up
bour and

rredted [iflle betier thain sla

ware conslg o work under harsh

this can sill be

ioday as o significant sec!

community has been marginalised,
neglacted and adversely offectsd by

aciol ills and

nomic. problems.

ls of southern India ended up

gest group of migrants who
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The Brifish
brought in wo
ps of Indian

migrans, fom

two plai:

pethops:as pert
of o divide and
rule policy.

The Ceyloness
Tamils were

disinterested in
politics and
community. affairs
inificlly

Ingidn migrants, from

placas

haps as gart of o divide and wle

palicy, Muny of the Tomil migrants from

south Indic ware labourers whils

Ceylonese Tomlls wers mainly fromithe

sups

isory and cler

groues

The Ceylonese Tomil migrant was usually

qualified and suited

or supetvisory and
administrative

wark in the estates
taitways and public services. The lack
of such jobs in Ceylon by the end of the
19tk

Malaya lecked better and many came

y meant the prospscts In

ese workers wete recrulied

as Ihe Euopean &

e monogers who

nod worked there were familiar with
them as @ workferce. Many Ceylonese
Tamils were hired as clerks, supsrvisors
and conductars while the labaurers were

mainly Tamils from scuth India

Orica here. the new afiivals would send
money heme to suppott their families.
Evi
would bring ever their families or siart

ntually. many Ceylonsse Tarmils

fomilies in the new land. The educated
Ceylonese Tamils were mainly tound in
the developing areas like Selangeor
Parok and Negri Sembilan. Soon they
came to deminate the civil sevicas and

estafes. It is estimated that in 1919 some

45 percent of the clerical staff in the
Faderatec Malny States wate Tamils fram
Cey
condilions and recruliment of lozals ledt

lon.  Later, changing econcmic

to the deciease in the number of
Ceyleinzse Tamils in this sector

14

1920s and Pre-WWIl

The Indicn migrents, particularly. these

trom Caylon, wete notimuch ini

resten

o i ed in orgarised poliical or
limitzd

involvement was initially confined to the

socia!l movemeants. Their
regianal and caste argenisafions fhat

W

etuyp mainly to

of members. For fh
uiben migrants, there wers sozial ang
tween 192040,
fhe outiook of the Indian migrants was
rds India and C
dreams of
trovelled hom

returned to Maloya to coritinue working

recreational grougs. E

still 1o sylon end

ement af home. Many

visit their familiss ond

Nany of fhe Indian migranls were also

ste,

divided among thémsalves b

jonal and eccupational interests

aylonese Tamils wers sspacially
disinterssted in polifics and comfnunity

dffairs inificlly. They did aet ha

3 yesied

tterest and fheir consideration was

towards the homeland. Relotions with

those from India w metimes srained
and both groups maintained separate
identilies. The educated Ceylonese
Tamils found favaur with the zalonial

authorities and some wel

ven

appointed to senior positions and sven

want on to represent the Indian
cemmurity. This did not go well wilh

and

Indiar. Anathier difference was thot o

those who had come from mainl

significant ssction of Caylanese Tomils
wete Christians, alhough the majority




wos Hind. 4

Tamil Christian

World War II & Indian
Independence

f ihe INA and

national




Nefhaii

become ac

palitic

effsct on many Indians in Malaya. There

would arise o se of idealism

walism ond  longing  for

> nat only. for India byt

spendenc

n argued. marke

aint in the minds and worldvisw

who was also popularly known

elhaii. Among the Tamils, tho

interested in the
The greatest
wi by Surand

ing classes who had m gain

with freedom and

d in his immediate gool
the INA was

freedom for India
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ortlived and he hims:

rash. Bt Fis |

o plon

national He mano;

marny voluntesrs and raised much funds
for the strugale

The Japanase conquest of Malaya and

defeat of the colonial maslers and the
1 by the INA s

Indians inte active peliical in

i

sfvout ta

The war chonged nof only the forlunes

of many but led 1

wofound chang

and coused mary working class Indidns

info union, lefiwing and independence

activiies. The Asians and the ¢

i5ed
would naw have a different affitude and

outlook

swards the colonial masters who

retisined after the war ended

MIC, Merdeka &
Malaysia

In the pestwar pe
commurity become mo
life. In contrast, the Indian Tomils, who

formed the main workforce in the estates

and railroods, were becoming involved

in labour unrest and unien militancy in

the years betwesn 1945 and 1948. This
peried was marked by hardship and
economic uncerainty for workers and

abourers and mary Tamils were Involved

in militant wnioh and labour ac

vities,

Tamils made up nearly threequarters of




the coming ef
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ndiar
1 Indion Assoc

litle: political af
local affairs

al inv

many Indions were

awake o g fe ar sendenice
destiny f A an i ke les ir
community w , y

by vario

unionism and extremism




The MIC saw ifs
tuture in the
Alliance

which Umne anc

Fiom a migrant

minclset

awakenad fo
their political

fights

shtheMIC

an far his

Johin Thivy was |
Atter rel

invelvemerit with the INA

sase from prisc

farm @ slingle o

nter

of a single India

was wellrecel

ed and many sigre
to join the MIC which was formed in

August 1946 ot Chettior's Hall in Sentul

Kuala lumpur The MIC was the first

seliical party to be formed in Malaya

Thivy proved fo be @ leader with foresight
and wisdem and the patly soon had
80,000 members during his fenure
Bul the parfy wos
ped by Its dependen

president

hendic

working class was

ing fargetted by

eftwing elements

The late 1940s and early 19505 were

unsetlling and turbulent times. Many

emed aboui the future

of Malaye and the question of Malay

rights ship and  future
rep! n govemment, The Biitish
Malayon Unien glon wos opposed by
the Malays as it eroded the pov

influence of the Suligns

to the loss of Malay rights. Onn Joafar
formed UMNO and led the
to the plan which was
dra In 1948

WMaloya agreement came into effec

the Federation of

righls were protected while the

o Chinsse wei ble for

The maijor were

ntual freadom and independence

e Brifish

r=bellion and

aspecially for
in the estates, tin mines
5 I 1949
the Malayan Chinese Association was
formed t
in 1951, Onn Joofor leff UMNO fo form
Woloya Party (IMF)
which was open to all reces. But Umno
mambers and the MCA did not bock
the IMP while the MIC did

was distupte

resent the

mmunity. And

rdeperde

The MIC had heped te help
al system that would be hor-
failed

mmuricil. But the IMP ex;

and it lost in the 1951

=crions. The MIC was
political rep
The MIC decided to
with the IMP in lat
rext year, a new
place. The MIC saw ils future in the
Alliance sys
MCA hod'fo
Allia and
polls. This paliiical alignment would lost
il today In the

which Umno and the
 The MIC jeined the

s candidates won in'the

ponded Barisan

Nasiona! caalition

IUnder the new system, the v

president
was appainted to the Cabinef. Joining

the Allia made same members

unnieppy and they leff the party. But the
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independ
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Merdeka would soon ty
Independence for Malaya Id be
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3in farks of

ne over i
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in 1963

came the
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tlaya sccnomically,

olitcally, And this

socially and
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They may hove

RO
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But
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War |l and the-end of celonialism
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arfunities in

From Jaffna to planialiens and tiading
Malaya Malaya, T

perio

Inidustry

on boa

from Ceylon to Malaya v
Kuttythomby, o Tamil fro

district of Joffna. He had embarked on

ajourney thousands ol

and Indians nad g
would do se in coming de:

growth and development of

Malaya's agriculforal and

was salll

Malaya

For seve
the British

Ceylon:
in fhe civil ond

the vast plontations th woges and an

cportunity
opened. The movement of

comfortably nany who came

the great Indian e in the new
Maloyan peninsula
1885 till the middle

wais due fo bo

gh mone

the: family and then to r

But many Immigrants did put

e avallability of

arid slayed on in the nev

e governmant, railroads

iite maintaining fies with rala

R1l

Alfred

Kuttythemby




By the 19605, @
flew generaiticn

descent had
emerged, with
many having @
distinetly
Mialeyan
veorldvisw ong

outiook

viloges buck in'Indie or

ty af Indicns were brought in

in the

tha menpe

plantation dnd public works sectors. The

tuited
am
In the Malayan whber industy led to

anial palicy saw e Chingse

tk in the mining indusiry. The

many ke come over Fom sputhern India

and Ceylen. This migratien of peap;

sgulatec and controlled

was eventuelly
Ly 1
century, the Indian population comprissd

authorifies. By the midd'e of that

same | | percant of the total population
By the 1960s
Malayabom Tamils of

a new

af Malaya

generaticin

Ceylaness d vt hod smeiged. with

maty having o distinetly Malayan

watldview and oullesk

The Tomils fram Caylon's Jaffna rsgion

were particulory sulled to come here o

waork in the planiations because the Jaffng

arze had basicolly an agricultural
econcmy. This was also the background
of Alfied Kutithamby. For the next 33
years of His life flom 1910, he waorked
coriductor in Telok

s an este

Selangar. He 1
to retire. unlike m
nad come fo Malaya lo work with the
intention of rfiing (s theit hame villagss,
He hod bear raised os @ Hindu, bus
Alfrad Kuttyhomby became o Christion
as a result of his brather's influgnce
Alfied Kuttythamby hod come hom a
farming cammunity in Jarfne, the narthern

ar

port of the tdand which was domine

ylonese Tamils

like many

2 Tarmils wi

ame to Malaya

for wark, he became an estate
canduator, which wos @ supervisory
positian among the toppers and general

wiathers,

Alfredt Kuttytharmbys fir
childbitth.  H

Anpuammak, had lived in Mdloya for a

wite died during

d wife

ong fime batore she mat him, They were
ar St Church

Anpuammat come front o family which

marri Mary's

hod besn Christian ot gt lemst two

generations. Her family belonged o ih
Anglican branch of the Christian faith

|

Mary Thavamony. whe was berm in

ouple had hwe girlsand thiez boys.

1919 and row lives in Bonling. was
om Alfred's first marriage. Denigl

tnarm was the sldast oo
nonjune 17, 1926, b
Alice: Pushpameny. whe was born n

angd he

WS | WS

1927 ard now lives in Singapore
David Gunaratmom was bom in 1929
and | eremban. The
ngestwas Robert Selvaratnem, born

n refirement in

in 1932 and now living in refirement in

Petaling leya
Early Life & Growing
Up

Danig! Joyorainom grew up (n Telok

Estote in the

district of Kuola Langat in
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families

English as the
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labourers
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British, Life

ite than many
Chinese. Each ine
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R3



me a friend and confidant ard

alk abodt anytiing " says Robert

aresrs in teaching
e an independent path and

ane which wedld lead him to serve the

ially the poar ard

would choose 1o pursue Kis passion  Indian

ot prometing the rights and welfare of s, and the widar community

the ordinary worker who strug

difficult livi

hod their usual

and ittie tuturs

d in their
nd

he showsd care

primarily thio fis pesitian

nfidant ane

mmunity figure. As

e matirad quickly and
n for us. We could conf

far his siplings. T waos nait the ccademic tyne

et went [nto

krittamily and d
niel, mainly

me involved in

eolifics and public issues. “As

Selyiratnam

a boy was not as serious abaut his

as g "simple man who

studies, Ve were more conscigntious

along with,” Daniel is remembe

irank

when if came 1o studying  Qur parents

ough he was my elder bro = did nal push us in aducation and

han usi a brother. Despite basically allowed us 1o devalap aur

24




Although he

a genlle and saft

Daniel remai

persen. Sc
change came over him, his your
brother Do Up 1ill the
13 o 14

schoolboy. But et 14 ¢

Dariel

he was in S

rovart In personalify

stood wp fo
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his rights and took part in

David says

Perhaps the chan
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o break out and ihe
The |
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independence ha
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Second World War &
Nethaii

Some historians racord that amang the
iCeyfonese Tamils in the pre-war period
here wos itfle po
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d. was mere

jommunity, it was i
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years
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British
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hat many Indiar

nst British
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The
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on. The

5 fo Maloya and. the

were days of idedli

fram fhe rule of the Eure

Daniel become

Interested in the

growing Indion

Independear
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+ from Tele

1g: his

am
the nearls and mints Danial
Danie

mmunify. Mary Inc

card w5 of class and

jer
The

and INA

naticnallsm and inc

va, tne Indian Tomils, in contrag to

Indian community. Danie! Jayoraingm




A

with

thousands of others who were drawn by
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David recaurifs that wi

out, Donisl had been influen

o in th

was caught

during th

family to a

an uncerfain turr

Doriel Jayarainam might h
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Banling o
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pment of Indian fnve

riion and palitical movements

Estate Career &
Community Service

yanlel Jayaratham
dict

during ‘that fimes. It

of the wai as he

d not

fother worked in

and warked his way vp but swentually

RY

much fiks
The
INA movement

hero

a el figure

would awaken
the political
awareness of the
Melayan Indien
community



ard influential in cultural

amine

mimunity feund I

Much of his time in the yaars of public

sl

ond gol

party matt
ehalf of n

fioin

prem

morginalised

inde

“art of Daniel layamtnem s strona sense
Dariiel Fart of Daniel Jaysmtnem s strong ser

rvice can b Inined by

af put

Jayarate

\APTB) hod besn se

educate the o

spor o potients

£

prevention;

for tham. Doniel layaramar

mmifiee of the

was soen in fh




MIC

K.Ramancthan
isit to Telok

Estate in |

v aid frar e served faithtully for meny years. “He

ant. The Sandteriur

Car

his job s chief clerk in

onn ¢ I
loyaratnam's

phi

simple one - to

the natura

phy was @

25 alocal politician help fh

family | able 1o liose

on lot number  witr

wvas fermerl

divides for 3G e

Donie! Joycr Through his voluntary

simple 2nd political involvems

case, it w




Ha bacame
know

Wi as
Banfing Jaye

Doriel and Flora

also e

ared up

me an hearfs
1o paople In
need and it saan
became busy
with visitors
coming and
going

bacame known simply as Banting Jaya
His petition writing gave him an
advanitege in aliowing him'to meetand
help many peaple raguiing his servicss.
He also sat ofi the Banting Towri Badid

about

s he wenl his busir
larguege skills and warm parsonality
nelped him make friends and contects
easily. He knew the Tamil language well
and il was an important tool to help him
communicate with the Tamils living in the

Hindi

arsa. He also kr

Daniel and Flora: also teadily opened
up their home and hearts ta people in
need and it soon became busy with

visitors coming and going. The various
<

imunities in Banting knew and
respected Daniel Joyaramam, mainly

because of his sincerity and readiness

to help pecple. He always tried 1o help
and monetary compensaticn was never

a mofivating factor.

MIC & General
Elections

He had @ notural flair for polifics and

mixed eosily and well with the common

tolk. He had no airs about him and waos
abl

he was honest and had no u

= o mix with anyone. Furtharmors

or
motives in his involvement in pelitics or
the KAIC," his brother Dovid says

Dan

young age were people, government,

layaratnem’s inferests from a
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poliics and sociely, He made friends

with those who were in politics
decided to make this his
He sow people move Ug in pelitics from

reer cholee.

the rank and file, including leaders like

Merickavasagam. He had a

litical mind and was very we

intermed abou current affairs through his

canfacts with people;” Rober says

bert wos privileged to observe his

brother's political career closely. It came

abeut simply because he acted as dr

and veluntesr. “He used 1o ask me fo

drive hisMarris Minor and | velunteered
We drave 1o mesfings.”

But there was one trait in the budding
oliticion thet traubled Reberf. Whet

ned him was that his brother was

corc
very fronk ond would procesd ro el
people what he thought of fhem He also
{

people and would reprimand those who

did not like the hidden agenda of some
did nat da fhings the properway. “lence
asked him why he hed to be so fank
and apen but this was just his way of
doing things,” Robsrt says

With an m,tgumc personality and ch\w

to mix well with clmost anyone

Joyarainam had a flair for
not the stomach for the infrigue and mare
negative aspects. His outlook wos like
that of many of thoi generation which
heid public service, honesty and humility
in high ragard




SInthe 1960, | o
and helped in tie <le
sow that he had 1

Daniel Joycrotnam joinsd the
bdian Congress in the ear
fould prove be ar aciive
was ane V
digla Langat ares 2 he wa who, would becoma
ding chairman of the Ku




ent thit he could rel

ty memt

He

Sembanth

kne

Athi Naha

or some years and

e party’s. Central

5. He was gee
and was comforiable with both {1

funcic

and rich,” recolls Flora

3R

in his lite

Danle

major évant

was

Jayaratr

to sland fo

{ accompany him or

alse financially

m and he hod to

relp poy for

expenses

However the election campaign turr

with him being attacked aor

sormed

ans that th

srupt his

s of Ceylon

e origin

and a Christian in a mainly Indian Tamik

based party with the majerity being

Hindu. This was perhaps @ facter for

sition o him in

secretary wi

fie MIC Banfing Kuala

1 was fermed

Jal bre



Nadarajah, who was Sepang MIC

chairman, decided gn up-asa PRP

condidate when

was nof chasen by

the leadership to be the Alliance

condidate, The results showed thot
Doniel jayaratnam and Nadorajeh each
secured about the same number of voles
-1,383 and 1,353 voles respactively.
The PAS candidate, Mchd Shahid Hj
Arshad got 892 voles

Lim Tuan Siong fInd] won the s
garnered 1,864 votes. T
6,594 registered volers and 85 % of
voters tumed out. Llim' himself wos also
an Alliance and MCA |
quitto run es an independent. So three

cal leaderwho

candidates with Alliance links joined the
face for the seat. The votes were split
and so being a Christian and Ceylonese

Tomil were not the main facters in his
elecioral loss. The split of the votes
between two Indion candidates allowad

the Independent candid

win

‘Malayolam also notes that in 1959
!Daniel Jayaratnom was the Selangor
MIC vicechairman while the chairman
V. Manickavasagam. The latier won
infhe eleciions that year and went on fo
lappointed to a Federal post and
| prominence. He fesls fhat his
Hoyaratnam would have gens on
By asignificant role in MIC polifics

n

If there were any regrefs in Daniel

Jayaratnam’s life, it would probobly be

over fhiis defeat. "Although he had some

| bitter about the
he might have had

regrets, he did

nat

loss. If hie bad won
a very different political carser His
potential in politics was nat fully
developed because of his loss. But his
career look another path ond he

concentrated on workat grassroots level

A major event in

and with issues like the Tamil language
. h his life was the

and culture, " says Malayalam

elections of

1959. Dariiel
Jayaratnam was

felt badly
about the deteat. But tue to his nature

Daniel Jayaratnam him:

chosen by the

ed rather than
pe
rving in fhe

as o persan who § Alliance to stand

someone who for @ seat jn

onal gain

and glory, he confinued Selangor

MIC despite the setbock. The experience
would reveal his true charocter and he
becouss it was

continued os usual

something thet he wanted to do
The election had been an uphill struggle

for him but it was also a turning pairit

33



Alter fhe defedt. he had fo decide what

he really wonted to do. It wios clear

that-he was ¢ man just wanted to

MIC. He was mu,“, in Mv- &
feli part of its struggle for the Indian

community. It was never in his mind fo

make mo through service and

peliics,” David ry;aj\‘;
ServmiThe People
Through MIC

In the period prior
Ind

to achleving

ndence for Malaya, the g

34

ot cilizenship for the Chinese and Indians

s an important issue and Daniel <al
Jayaretnam went on a mission on this, the
He roved from sstate 1o estate with like- inc
minde d they filled in the offi

forms for people Cit

forfree. After Independence, citizenship
Ano
frag

had migrated from Ching and the Indian

subrcontinent. He dedicoted himself 1o

encouraging members of the [ndian

community to become naturalised and

p citizenship

During th

ammunist threat, he bs
ed in the Good Ci
ich had t

to win aver the hearts o

me

ns Commities

tormed as on initiafive

minds of the
Chinese against communism. The

committe

instil patrietism
e residents: One of

serva as an

were set up

ameng the Ch

his s was fo exariner

an the Malay proficiency



candiddtes. He ends with buy up estates. Daniel Jayaratnam
2 commilnty

Aand 1o

those in the d himselt to enlisting members

Including memt
office!

Citizens Commiftze

operative. *| rememt

ers, who ware in 1 he w in collectin

Another issuz was the problem o

fragmentation and ifs impact on the

sociceconamic fobric of the tadifional C. Mupiar

Indian communities in rural areas. The
MIC became in na the
plight of

were left in

said that the cooperalive

raise the

them 1o
v up th s
¢ fragmented. This was
n Olober 1964

srship hod

sum of $50,0

they have wo
even generalions
Muriiandy said. “Jayeratiam toiled day

and night ving' lile atrention to his

ent in his endeavout

Sambanthan - e
lragmen
foresight to e
tecruited members and raised fu

art this cooperativ am handed over the sum

anthan. Danie!
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mpaign feam
recruiting membe
for NIF;
langar

>

Chegues

had been unable

layarainam said that b

‘o achieve this in 1959, which was also
had lost in his bid for
Yet this had not deferred

him and he continved to serve the

the year that

elected of

people. Five ysurs ater, he wos o

o
riends and
b50,000

was o be used to buy estofes and help

raise the huge sum with h

handed over the money. Th

the 41 workers and their families affecied
by the estate fragmentation. The feat was
all the more amazing becouse it took
only one manth and it was during the

Deepavali psriod

During meelings and fundiaising for
NFCS, Dani

syaratnam would speak
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ond oddress the crowds. In one such
event, o wedding ceremony, he used
rel members io NIFCS
and urged them 1o buy the cooperative’s

the oceasion o

shares. On one occasion fie spoke at a
MIC-MCA feint wedding feast between
an Indian man and a Chinese waman
He suggested that such mixed marriages
could help promote unity and harmony

among the different races

He added the couple were role models

and suggested the couple and those

present buy NIFCS shares. The couple
bought $52 worth of shiares while fhase
present paid $ 1,002 in total purchases
Litlle did Daniel Jayaratnam know that in
the years to come, he would preside over
two similor ‘ceolition weddings’ in his
own femily when two of his five children
married Chinese. In fime, the NLFCS
became the largest and most successful

50 56 > mma

Indionbased conperative

Daniel Joyorainam was also invelved in
another new entlty - the Federal land
Development Authority (Felda). schemes
~which was set up to enable the paot fo
work and own small racts of fand in
rural areas. As recognition for his
contributions, Sambanthan appointed
him @ direcior of Felda. He wos 1o be
the party representative in Felda, which
was responsible for opening up large
land for

tracts. of agricultural

development,



Much of Daniel Jayarainam’s life was
devoted fo helping fhe downtrodden in
the community. t

orked hard for the

\ordinory worksr. He

vas popular with

the other Indian lsaders and Government

afiicers and was also acceptable fo the

(Chinese and Malays. He went out  lof

aflending meetings and mobi

ge0ple on various programmes. While

politicians in the past and

ploy the racial card and appsal to
gif own communify for support, Darie!

gratnam did not resort 1o such
glhods. He regarded himself primarily
Maloysian first

8 ployed a unique role in Maloysian

polilics because of his religi

that

h ond Ceylonese backgroun

much from the frodi
and leadership, But he

fio' discrimination and was
d by most in the party,

[
mbagthon  as

Murandy looks on.

Notes from NLFCS Inaugural General Meeting
on May 14, 1960:

“.... the need to form a co-operative society to
combat fragmentation of rubber estates.”

Daniel Jayaratnam served with NIFCS from 1964 till 1972

ing into cansideralion the great role the sociely has fo play

in futire, the sociely se

of, The expenses
y but worked oul as study award's
USIS, Asia

It wos decided that the motter be feft for the consideration of the

granted by world agenc ndation et

Board.

M Jayoratnam referred to an estote of 240 acres which wos

o for sale. He stated that the employees on the
7

being of

tate were wi

g 10 repay the cos! within one yeor and

ol be prepared to buy: Mr Jayorainom

give the ialy their full sypport in

every prachical way. ©
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Federal Lond Development Authority (Felda)

Faldo wos sstablished in 1956 with several aims
to promate and assist in the invesfigation, fermulation

and carying out of projects for the developmenit and
lement of land In the Federation of Maloya.
to increase the wallbeing of Malaysia’s rwral inhabitants

seftl

anit oiher lowIncome groups, primarily by rajsing their
productivity and thus their incomessaming capocity.

to epen for development sufficient new land to keep
pace with the fermation of new farmer fomilies and
reduce the number of landless people desiring land for

agiiculurel puipeses.

From 1958 1ill 1972, the MIC hod a representative on the
Falda Board. In 1958, V. Manickavasagam was appainted
o Director of Feida and he setved untll 1960, Daniel
Jayarainam took over and served for 12 years fill 1972
After his tenirz. the MIC has net had a representative in

Of the 103,000 Felde setfler families, only 1 per cent were
Chinese ond ancther 1 percent Indion. Several Ministers
have been respansible for Felda and they include Tun Abdul
Razak Husssin [Minister of Rural Development 1959-70),
Tun Ghofar Baba [Minister of Notional & Rural Development
197072, and Datuk Haji Mehamad Asti Muda (Minister
of National & Rural Development 1973-77). The chairmen
of Felda hove Included Tan Si Taib Haji Andok (1958-71)
Datuk Musa Hilam [1971-72]

Denison remembers his father as

friendly and

o

asy-going man whe was

multiethric in his sutleck and views. The

slrang Impressian was that he wos

vary much part of the local corimunity

For Rebert, his brother's greai

lay

in his service tor the communiry and
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His legaey is thet he
strive for powel or personol gain or
money. He hod o genuine inferest in
people and in the wellare of the poor
He was like a foithful servant who
sacificed his fime and energy to serve
others.” Buf the manasuvrings in politics
disheartened Robert as he saw ofhers
manipulate Daniel's simplicity and
genercsity, “For his honesty, some look

adventage of him," Robart adds

But Daniel Jayaranam was appreciated
by the top party leaders and party
president V1, Sembonthon appointed
him fo posilions of service and
responsibility. He also showed that he
could mix with @ reugh and lessefined
kind of crowd and alsa these who were

more cullired and educated. He wos
an active saclal worker and church
leader and sat on the Boards of bot
the Primary and Secondary Methodist

Schoals in Telok Dank, Banfing

It 1s remarkoble that Robert can only
recall one negative troit in his brother. "I
con't think of any bod qualiy he hod
except that he could not keep quiet. B
he was nat malicious and he did things
fer the goed of the cammunity.”

Mehy remember him as o fiendly and
snsy-going mon. He made friends easlly
was fairmicded and hod good

intentions. He mixed freely wifl

verybody and spoke well in Tomi
Maloy and English



"He was

his childr

fellow M

ed with his sel

s mark as a sponfanecus speaker
1d hondle just about any topic

sion i that languag

Daoniel

limalight and easil

a

confere aredl ove for the
Malayalom
of the Kug
that while 1
Tamil

Tamil languoge

and cultural

svan impie issues

They say that gefiing him fo spi

weddings ond furerals as

B85S TQISING
preparatory ground f
leaders it putlic spe:

was gefting him 1o stop! He

would somefimes become so emotional

wherl it came to palitics and hi

‘monagement el

5
Re

might go astray o litlle,” adds
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The Tamil Day
programmes
served os
preparatary
ground for
trciining futurz
leaders in public
speaking & stage

management

Wl

Daniel Jayaratnam also turned his

attertion to cultural issues later in life
For him, the Tamil New Ysar celebration

was of great s

nificance and would be

a paintof resurgence for Tamil language

and cullure

‘He felt the plays, musicals, drama
postry and open theatre would unite the
people. So he played on instrumental
rle in bringing people from India to
Malaya to speak and perform drama
This was to Inspire people o get invelved
politically.” Denison recalls

At that time, Saragapani of Singapore
tounded the Tomil Day celebrations and
was also the editor of the Tamil Murasy
daily newspaper. He became @
champion of the Tamil language. Danel
layaratnam worked clasely with him and
Satagapani was a main speaker at many
avents., The level of carisciousness among
the Indicins about the Tamil language was
High
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or the Jenjarom Tamil Schaol

Anothet interest was his newspaper-

reading. He was a voracious reader and
he would faithfully buy and read the Tamil
and English duilies. This would be
tollowed by meticulous recordkesping
and numeraus latiers ond articles for the
papers, bulletins ond magazines

He liked to write on issues affecting the
public and enjoyed sesing his name
appsar in the newspapers. Some friends
say he [lked to se his name in print. As
o budding wiiler, he wiole stories for
the Tamil Nesan newspaper and also
corntributed to the English daily, The
Malay Mail. He maintained copies of
his articles and letters to the editors. The
Malay Mail once honoured him for his
freelonce contributions to the paper,

His daily routine was to be up 7am to
send the kids to schoal and then read
three newspapers — Tomil Nesan, The



Malay Mail and Straits Times before
breakfost. He could often be observed
warking fill late af night, typing oway,
as he developed o keen interest in
journalism. He also enjoyed writing
speeches. He had ofher interests like
collecting photos, records and lefiers of
carrespondence. Doniel Jayaratnam was
also fond of collecting phetes ond left
behind 20 olbums and scrapbooks

For his pelitical contributions, community
services and work on behalf of
tuberculosis sufferers, he was awarded
the Pingat Pangkuan Negata (PPN In
June 1966, This award, he
acknowledged, was possible through the
assistance and support of the MIC
leadership and membsers.

Devotion to Family

Their marrioge was, like many of their
1ime ond generation, a taditional one
‘ond wos arranged by a friend of his
“parents. This friend had come over from
‘Ceylon to Malaya and Daniel
Joyaratnam's pdrents osked him fo
anange o maich with @ “goed Christian
gil" from the homeland. Prior fo this,

e were dlready several opfions for
marrioge for him but none were

irmed.

L7 T

S0in 1951 Daniel Jayaratnam headed
Blitio Ceylon for o month fo meet this
xng woman who might become his

wife. The matchmaker friend happened
to be a neighbour of Flora Ariamalar’s
'l was 19 and studying in o boarding
schaol. When Daniel came to Ceylon,
my father met him and liked him. He
approved of Daniel and later we were
married at the American Mission
Church,” Flora recalls fondly.

The newlymarrieds rétuined to Melaya
onJuly 12 that year by P& O steamship,
a trip that feok three days. Thelr union
produced three daughters and fwo soris
The first, @ girl, was named Angelina
and she was borm in 1952 The second
was also a girl, Molly (1953) who had
thiree sons. Denison, borr in 1954, also
has three children while Edwin {1957
has two. The youngest child, Rila wos
borm in 1959 and has four children

As a father, Daniel Jayarainam dated on
his children and they loved him. He kept
o heovy schedule and worklsad and
would be off to work early and ofter
came home late af night, sometimes at
midnight. In betweer, he would return
at Spmifor o bath and shower and would
be off again for meetings ond party
work

"As his wite, | only attended the important
functions as our children were young and
needed me at home. His schedule was
to send the children fo schocl, do the
markefing, come home for a short while
and go off to work. He fetched the
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The Tarmil Day
celebrations
roised the [evel of
Tomil language

consciousness.




His heavy
commitmerits in
church life,
polifics and
community service
didt noi mean he
neglected his role
as fother and
husband

childien from school and .came

for lunch,” Flora says

As a busy husband and provider, he
depended on his wite fo run the

househeld. One parficular irait she

remambers is that he did not like the

chiidren fo ery or scream. And when he

d home from work, fhere would

His heavy

commitments in chutch life, palifics and

maan he
ard husband
father and @ devoted
husband. He did evervihing fer me and
f

the children recalls

His love for their childier exiended 1o

their spouses and he had ne cbiections

1o his children who married outside the

race. Nane married someans from the
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@se Tamil community. OF his
five children, wo married Chinese but
ihis was never an issue for Doniel

Jfatnam; being on epen-mindad man

who was af e le from all

races and b

Hora dev

= herself 1o raising the
children and ensuring they recsived o

good education, My father sent us 1o

school daily and picked us up. This went

an till we reached secondary school and

we hed bicycles. He also opered files

fa

=ach of is children and in my case,
my files were handed over to me when
| retutmietd fram studies in India in 1981

caniained dacumerits like school

and made su a5 present ot f




children’s major funcii
sports day. He was gu

and fheir achieve

and deoth of his 2lde:
young cge hod o d
He often ¢
they wei

aaughter dt o

ep effsct on hirr

s child

sl with

young

Even os they rea adult

continued to core for them. When the
younges! two children — Edwin af

Universili Keban

and Rita af nive
lumpur
would drive them back a

for breaks, he

came hame

biief stays

In the Jayaratnam family, Flora had the
fieedom o run the |d and hor

finonces for ¢ s and other

expenses. Like men of his
he would nof b

ation

wos also clo: is brothers, sisters

relatives. In he decided 1o

a frip 1o Indio anc

him

family as a faithlul C
femily man, and o |

who had cor

working class

Daniel Joyaratnam was

man and would dr

appropfiate for the o 1. At home

vim simply clo

n would

shirt when he went for estate-

related wark

For farmd

- fundlions. He made
it opoint to attend weddings, funerals

and other mojor furictions and if he was

fles. clippings and leters

ice in the houss and t

full of file:

| motsrials.

There were no
scatidals about
him .. a faithful
Christian,

devoted family

mian, loyal party




Ore aspect of
his faith that
stood out clzorly
and observed by
sevaral persons
was his honesty
and integrily.

was o keen lefierwriter and also sent
out the fomily's annual Christmas cords
and birthdoy greetings chead of fime

This efficiency and orderliness might be
aftributed to his work as the chief clerk

in -an estate. With these and other
organisational skills, his career as o
petition writer suited him well. It also
enabled him fo establish links with the
public. He managed his finonces well
and became very careful about this,
especially after his marriage and the
fomily grew.

Church Leader

While his family roots were Tn the

Anglican  branch of Protestant
Christionity, Daniel joyaratram moved
on to the Methodist Church that had o
sfrang presence in Banfing. He even
preached from the pulpit alihough he
was not theolagically frained, being a

selHaught preacher.

In 1953, Daniel wos o foundermember
of the Methodist Church in Bariting and
sat on the local Church Executive
Committee (LCEC], serving as secretary,
chairman and freasurer on 'different
oceasions. His was a strong Christian
faith and he and Flora ensured their
children would receive a sound Chiislion
upbrifiging. So the children's schedule
weuld include Sunday School classes
Methedist Youth Fellowship programmes
and ofher church activifies
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His brother David nofes that his brother
taok his Christian faith sericusly and was
not @ hypocrite. “He was bound by
church canons [rules and proctices) and
active in the church programmes and
activities. He was honest and God-
fearing and didn't mix religion with
politics

While some Ceylonese Tamil fathers
might be disappointed when the eldest
son chose to answer the religious calling
and enrel at a seminary, Daniel
Jayaratnam was pleased when Denison
decided fo sludy thealogy in India fo
prepare fo be a poster with the Tamil
Methadist Church of Malaysia

One aspect of his faith that stood
clearly and observed by several per:
was his honesty and integrity. His fami
recall him os one who took his fa
seriously and friends describe him
Godfearing. There was little about
that turned to scandal. "His honesty
integrity came from his religious
He did not have o crooked mind:
did not eorrupt others ner was,
corupted,” Flord says:

His brother Robert remembers Day
faithful and commitied. *He
lsadership positions and was regi
church attendonce. They also
the children up in the faith. He
good example as o father.”



ely healthy, his
|
He had this condition from a
age. In 1989, af a relatively

[ ic condifion was stil

ic attack and he waos
While there, he suffered a
& was making his way o the

and died of a heart aftack
ff It had come suddenly and
et shock to the family and

15, his two brothers David
ld mest up with Danisl
of reminiscing and g

suddenly cut short by his

some

with his dear brother and f

Banting Jaya, eve

came in touch

with, in his own simple way. Today,

many & still ha

od things to

tell about him
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appreciation of the pariy. which Daniel
party.
Jayaratnam loved and served
iy

-[_ His sudden desh shocked many ond
hundreds turned i for the funeral As

most of his spant in i

and Bonfing areas, he was loid fo rest

at the Banling Christian cemelery af

Sungai Sudu

David remembers his brother as o man
he stoad for h

didn thave any regrets. He was

s convictions. “Till the

[ /
) not envious of others, When we his

A oy o
5

VB While illness had ed Daniel siblings achieved success in our careers, ]‘
facisn Joyaratniom down allitle after reliramant he was proud of us. | have good and f

(22

the farnily felt his death wes premalure.  positive memaries of him

He had bsen active in

community

bul ot @ reduced pace due partly fo "He was someone with zest for life and

asthma who enjoyed living and what he was

doing. He did not hove selfdaubis and

th before
Then I was inforined he was hospitalised he right thing. He did his best and was
of the Indian

I met him o mo

s o held the canviction that he waos doing

He had o severe attack of asthme and accepled as a lead

shiorlly after | was 1old he had died community in Banting
Deivid says
Politics was i his blood from young and

During his funeral, the

g

stom of showing — this inferest did not decline even when

Data’ Ser
Somy Vel appreci
presented o MIC

afion o a person who had il health skowed him down. “Till the end

immensely o the commurilly  of his doys, he had o grear interest in
y y 9

flag and spx

was obssrved. The MIC president Dato’  polilics and followed the risws ol ely.
words of was in'him, He was a siaunch

Samy Vel presented o MIC flag  Pe
appreciation af

the fure

and spoks words appreciafion in the  MIC and Barisan Nasional man and

church gf out Daniel Jeyaratham's service didit divert from his beliefs " Denisil

tha community and party. The party racdlls

flag symbolised the estaem and
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Not academic and
professional
excellence but
community service,
peliics and nation-

building

CHAPTER
3

An QOutstanding
Life of Service

A Different Path

lrigie ws; YU Couk v basiobla
to predict the path Daniel Joyaratnam
would take in life. Several of his siblings
excelled in the teaching professions,
rising to the highest levels In their
vocations, They took the route taken by
counfless others  with  similar
backgrounds. Middleclass Christian and
Ceylonese Tamil families are often
marked by ocodemic and professional
excellence and high achievements
among the later generations. With an
emphasis on hard work, education and
extracurricular activities, many children
from such families have made their mark
in various professions, careers and public
life. Giving back to society and
contributing to a befier world are also
marks of the small and close-knit
communjfy.

But Danie! Joyaratnam did nof stay along
this path and instead werit on to blaze
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a trail that few have manoged to do.
While he may not have made a mark
as a top professional or rose high in the
civil service, the eldest son of plantation-
based Ceyloness Tamil immigrants did
wellin the world of community service,
polifics and nation-building at grassroots
level,

His sarly childhood in the 1930s had
been an uneventful one. It consisted.
mainly of school and play, and centred
around his family and friends. like many]
others whose families hailed from
Indian sub-continent, he grew up in a
estale enviranment. But his father
not among the thousands who were
ordinary labourers - the rubber tappes
and manual workers. Alfred Kuttythamby
had corme from Ceylon and was among
the betier off as he worked in the estd
office as a clerk

Daniel's schooldays would be taken 1
attending the English-medium school’



Uihe mornings and which were followad
by attendance in Tamil school in the
fernoons. Logically, he would have
up going for further study and
fied to be a

plessional. His lite would have b

b
er a

predictable and stable, with a

od career, status, family and
fable refirement. But the interaction
mhe estate environment hod an
gnce on him. Surrounded by the
and families and their hardship
B left its mork on him. He would

lake up their cause and help io
nd mobill
needy persons fowards o better

iem and other

e was hard, and sfill s, f
and workers who had little
iy compensation although they
gommodation ond health facilities
hools for their children. But fhe
often substandard and
8 estate sector underwent

urity offered

sstale job, many manual w

s

estates that w

are loter fragmented and
eloped for il palm planiations,
industry, had to fend for
Nithout housing and

housing

themselves

& jobs in the rural areas
thousands migrated fo cities and fowns
They sefiled ma

still form o sig

inly In squatier areas and

nt paition of the utban
poor. Now, many amarig the younger
such disple

have been marginali

d workers

and afflicted by
sociol problems

Yet

many ofhers who have been

able fo rise above the setbacks,

ocles and problems and escape the

of poverty and marginalisation that
afflicl many estate families and wrban

squatters
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The: interaction in
the esfate
environment had
an influence on
him. Sutrounded
by the labourers
and families and
their hardship. in
life left its mark on

him



Nethaii
influenced o
whole generation
of young men
and wornen with
the cause of
freedom and
independence

Daniel Joyaratnam had an above
averoge upbringing. His parents were
educated and ensured the children
raceived o good basic education. His
childhood was normal, and as his
siblings recall, he wos @ happy and
sasy-going boy who enjoyed ploy and
fun

He moy not have had o particdlar inferest
in academic excellence but was
intelligent and mature. Being the eldest
son had ' ifs privileges and challenges
He was close fo his parents and fond of

his siblings

His intelligence, he chose 1o putta good
use in later life when he would serve the
communlty, church, party end stand up
for the ceuses he believed in,

War & Freedom

But the 19305 were not normal fimes
and his young woild would be
completely turned upside down when the
cause of India’s fresdom and
Independence reached the shores of
Malaya. By the fime the Second World
War began In Asia, he was just in his
teens. Something then sfired deep within
hir which would mark out his coreer

path, passion and mission in life
In Daniel's own mind, the single event

that transtormed his life was his mesting
with one man, Nethaji, as the Indian
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independence fighler Subash Chandra
Bose was affectionately known. This
leader and his ideals and commitment
to freedom for India from British rule
influenced not only one young man from
an abscure estate of Telok in Selanger,
but theusands. of others during the war
years. They would be the recruits in
Nethaii’s army. While the army may
have failed in its mission and was short-
lived, the fires of independence and
freedom hod been kindled i thousands
of young
Independence would tollow naturally

hearts  and  minds.
and colonies in Asia were soon fo be
granted freedom one ofter another.

Mahatma Gandhi had a tremendous
impact and influence in India and also
In Western society. But in SouthEast
Asia, the person with possibly greater
impact was Nethajl. Nethali influenced
o whole generation of young men and
wotnen with the cause of freedom and
independence and helpsd to hasten the
departure of the colonial powers and
the granting of independence in several
natiens.

In his own words, Daniel Jayaratnam
recalls that the “two mast significont
evernits in my life” were mesting Nethaji
and being a sergeant in Nethaji's army.

“Being the son of an ordinary estale
clerk, Nethoji's influence has ransformed
me into a social werker, politician, o



district leader as well
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Anather major influence
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“Being o
Christian and
Ceylonese
didn't affect his
work and
involvement in

the MIC."

Ton Sii Devaki

Krishnan

»>

A visi 1o Baty
Caves
(December 15,
1962)

Did his Christian upbringing help mould
him towards the acts of charity and
welfare that he would become known
fore What would cause him 1o wark
hard, for no menefary reward, to serve
the poor and needy through the MIC2
Why would he sperd fime, energy and
effort to. encourage the poor to join o
coopetative and to help them register to
become citizens in o new land?

He played a leading role in local church
matters and was chairman of the local
governing body for many years
Although without formal theclogical
training, he wos a preacher as well,
gifted with public-speaking skills. Daniel
Jayarainam remained steadtast in his faith
and friends and MIC party colleagues
still remember him for his infegrity,
henesty and commitment o the pary and
its missian. His religious life did govern
his public and private life and he
managed to live out his Christian faith
to the best of his ability. He was o loyal
servant of his God and the church

Although he was distinctly different in
culiural and religious background and
upbringing from the majority mainland
India Tamils in the MIC, this did not
adversely offect his role and confribution

While being a Christian Jayaratnam
networked well with his Hindu friends
Some may be suprised but he played
an acfive role in the Banting Hindu Burial
Committee

B2

‘Being a Christian and Ceylonese didn't
affect his work and involvement in the
MIC. His race was nof a factor. Others
can learn from him. He did net portray
himself as o Ceylonese and mixed well
with the Tamils from India. As far as |
could 'see, as a Christian he maintained
a Christian way of family life. He was o
faithful Christian and took care of his wife
and family. As a fomily, | observed that
he ard his wite were united," his friend
and perty colleague Tan Sri Devaki
Krishnan says

quiet, sincere man who was honest and
trustworthy. “Being a Chrislian, he
practised what he believed. He did ng
go about boasting about himself.
would mix with the comman peopled
ordinary folks. He was a good
wha liked o help and would affen
the needs of people immediately. Ini
way, he became very popular.”



The turbulent and exciting times Daniel
Joyorotnam experienced In the era of the
World War || and independence
movemenfs sesmad fo complement well
his idealistic nature. He had discovered
the world of debating ond public
speaking in school and was caught up
with it. It would naturally serve him well
ina career and vocation where he would
inferact with pesple constantly, oddress
public meefings, help ordinary felks, and
comment on public issues

His life as a polificion, church leader
ond community leader brought with it
some amount of atiertion ond he seemed
o take it well without letfing it go to his
head. At the end of his life, Daniel
Joyoratnam remained essentially the
person he was - without arregancs, but
ista simple desire to serve and make a

smark in society

main themes that marked his fime
life were the war, Indepanden

iceconomic distuption, fragmentation
estates, labour disputes, founding of
major political parties, communist
surgency, Confrontation with Indonesio
gnd formation of Malaysia

ld have been almost impossible
eone like him, fired by the ideals
fieedom and independence from o
age, o have remained unmoved
touched by the svents of the day.
in an exciting era with several
movements of history taking place

in such o short period of time:. In many
ways, he was wellsuited fo live in such
fimes as these. He was young and
idealistic, caught up with issues of
freedom ond justice,

He belisved and lived out his ideals for
o better society through the various
organisations he belonged to. The first
formal organisation' he joined was the
INA of Nethaiji. During World War 1|
he saw and experienced the arrival of
the Japanese who easily defeated the
British, The colonial powers were proven
to be fallible and seeds of freedom and
being in charge of our own destiny were
planted In many. hearts.

He also belonged to the Methodis!
Church, the Malayan Indian Congress,
NLFCS and groups promoting Tamil
culture and language. Daniel Jayoratnam
believed that these organisations could
advance the cause of its members and
community and also the wider interests
of seciety and the nation

Party & Politics

In the MIC, he was the Kuala Langat
branch chairman for o decade between
195262 and played @ major role in
the local politics of that time. He was
respacted by successive national leaders
for his organisational abilities ond
oratory skills. He worked hard to recrit
members at a fime when the MIC was
Irying to establish its credentials
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Banfing Jaya
was always
available for
people, whether
party members
or non-
members, who
needed help:
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igh the drea in the 19405 and
1950s

They met neatly o hal

niliry ago, back
in the mic-1950s. Even then, she fendly
remembers, he was o Tnice person”. Her

husbend wes party chief and also

Minister of Labour of thot fime, “We

hifn af 1 sral Assernbly in
1957 wh
loyaratnam wi
We not

and also the fim:

friendly and young at

he had time far

hearn

ihe years, the yaung man grew!to
becemea locel and regional leadsr and
waton fo be part of the MIC leadership
He was based in the important stote and
werty b

of Selangor

He was one of the few Sri Llarkan Tamils [
in the MIC af thet fime. He was also a 1
man for the peaple and we were happy f

10 have him in the pary. He eventually

built up the leadership in his area,” Toh

Puan Uma Sambanthan says

His heart was always tacused on the

welfare of the Indian community,

Whatever improvements my husband
sed and brought to the Indians,

rainam cooperated. He took

problems. Personally, whehever we wenlg
g. he wes always
kind and warm 1o us. We also found his

fo visit him in Bonti

wife quiet but nice.
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MIC found in
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Dani

Joyoratnam hod
the skills
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Among mary of
foday's
politicians, you
cannot be sure of
their intentions
and mofives.

became o prominent figure in the MIC
women's wing ond alse national
lecdership. "I first met him through our
involvement in the Selangor MIC. This
was in 1954 when | was in Selangor
MIC and helped form its women's secion
in that year. We gathered 70 women o
form the section. Prior fo this, there were
only onie of wo women Invalved at this
level.

“So togefher with Daniel joyaratnam we
went around the esiates, through dirt
tracks and on board ferres and boats to
cross fivers. We started branches and
spoke ot these meetings. We had o lat
of explaining to de with the people and
to encourage them to sign up with the
MIC," she recalls.

Over the years, she and her husband

began to know Daniel Jayaratnam and
wife befter and offen visited each other,
elther in Kuala lumpur or Banfing

Tan Sri Devoki Krishnan started as a
and had {oined the
Independence of Malaya Party (IMP]
which was formed in 1951 In 1952,
she made history as the first woman fo

teachsr

win in the municipal elections and thus
became o Municipal Commissioner
Early in her poliical caresr, she often
wenf to Banfing for functions and would
meel Daniel Jayaratnam. He frequently
invited her o address the mestings. Thelr
paths ‘would also cross at party
assemblies and conferences. She found
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Daniel Joyarainam both a layal party
waorker and leader

Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan says, "He was
awilling helper all the time. As the party
chief in the aiea, he got the work done
He had great contacts on the phione and
knew everybady. He was wellknown
because everyane wauld know who you
were referring to if you mentioned the
name Joyaratnam.

In time, he soon became known simply
as ‘Banting Jaya'. The two alss found
ihemselves selected as candidates in the
1959 elections. There were three
candidates from the MIC who stood on
the Allianes ticket in the Statedlevel
She had moved from the
Bangsar ward to confest in Sentul. She

slactions

had o record of having won the
municipal elections for the Bangsar area
on two occasions. But like Daniel
Jayaratnam, she lost narrowly by some:
500 votes in the elections

She had felt that it was only @ matter o
fime before he would be selected
stand for elections. “We were ol
very welloff then and we had fo
our own funds for campaigning
party wark. In confrast, among many.
today's poliicians, you cannot be &
of their intentions ond motives. N
people today are afraid of
manipulated or being played
athers.”



Daniel Jayaratnam es e politician was
hard-working and well-known. He
helped everybody

whe went eut to help the les

[ike o social worker

fortunate

He was a frank persen who was open
But he was also wellrespected. Inaway
he started a trend in the party by serving
as a geod party worker. Many other
good werkers and laaders have joined
now.” Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan says

In time, Daniel Jayerainem became the
information officer in the party, mainly
because he had the time and contocts
for this. He hod good general
knowledge and knew many people
“We became family friends and my
husband and | would visit his family in

Banting and viceversa.”

Daniel Jayarainam alse believed that the
poor and needy could be ex
helping hand to sase

ed @

slr burdens and
hordship. Once he believed in
something, h

e would pour his energy
and effort into it. For example, when

cifizenship was open to those whe had

come from Indio and China, he w
round the estates fo help many fo sign
up. He even filled in the forms far those
who could not and in the process, helped
mony to be eligible for cifizenship.

The National land & Finance
Cooperative Sociely was another pat
project and wilh others, he visited many
sstates and villoges 1o raise funds for
the cooperative. One such effort

tered a sum of $50,000 for the

a
coperafive

Q ©

Three Strategies

He bosically hod three broad stategies
although they were probably nof part of
a grand plan for his life; in his approach
to the i

and problems facing the
community and nation at thet fime. On
@ basic level, he adopled a grassiocts

approach and performed

ofa

lecal or hirighbourhood le

WS on grasst activities ping
=gal
and

housing. This was widened toinclude a

people with daily concerns

mat licences, educat

citizenship campaign later

Ancther approach involved political
reprasentation and this he did through
the MIC for which he was a loyal local
and

Unfortunately for Daniel Jayaratrom, he

eadef, oclivist member

was not able fo win public cffice and
so was confined to being o party leader
in Selan:

state, one of the party's

power buses

Although he lost in the elections, he
conlinued fo serve in a quiet manner.
For his loyalty and commitment fo the
parly and ifs cause, there were rewairds
of fthe kind, but
appointments 1o positions of service, for
example, in Felde and NLFCS

monetary
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Three broad
strategies

Grassroots
approach

Political
representation

Self-help
initiatives
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Daniel Jayaratnam ook ‘on a logical

things. In the party, he

sides |n disputes

problens
but in the

bittzmress towards anyons thers

Danigl Jayaratnam’s poss

frankness about him and his affifu

that if cidn't want him on your side

that was fine with him. "In the party, he

was known as o person with.a calm

heo

en during difficult moments. He

did not los: =mper even during

Ton i Devaki

MIC mesfings

hee

Krishnan soys

He had o powerful

had to use our ve
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meetings. There was no need for

microphenes,” she says

Third
were [riportant va
peop could b
axomples of ihis were the NIFCS and

he found that selfhelp inititives
by which the
e uplifted. Two

lves

Tamil culurel programmes he helped
orgonise. He spent much fime and lobour

trying o get ardinary estate folks to sign

up te join the coaperative and he wrote

and spoke much about the need to

mainiain a Tamil identity and culture.

Toh Puan Uma Sambanthan recalls, "He
played an imporant fole in recrifing:
members te the NIFCS, which wos
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CHAPTER
4

W

Public Service, Family
Devotion

o remember Daniel Jayarainam os just

another politician wauld be o disservice
to him and his le

=gacy. In his own words
and these of others, he was much more
- social worker, communily lsader, active
Christian and advecate of nafior-
He led an
active public life, storting from @ young

building and Tomil culiure

age, and touched many individuals and
commurities through the MIC, church
and cther organisafions he belonged fo.
Many still remember his service and
assistance rendered fo them personally,
and to vorjous organisations and

commurities

But in his private life, he did accomplish
much - not so much in terms of material
success or career achisvements but, in
the words of family ond close friends,

by his humility and honesty, simplicity
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ell-Lived

and dedication. He was a loving
husbard and doting father, o true brother
ond loyal friend. He is also described,
by those who knew him well, as o warm
ond kind person who was generous and

always willing to help

Today some politicians give the political
process o tarnished name through their
misdeeds, abuse of power and neglect
of duty ard service. And even when
there is often a
hidden agenda. Doniel Joyaratnam lived:
in an era which is very different from;

service is rendered,

what Malaysia is today. He grew up
and blossomed in'a time where 3
and the practice of hanour, infegrity, s
loyalty, accountability, commitment,
waork, dedication and incorruptibili

were lived out

Martly people today often hold the viet
politiciars and public figures are op
fo cortupt practices and favouritism o
of

o lock transparency



accountabilify. Commentators and
cbservers lament that too many people
enter palitics today in seorch of position,
power and patronage and see their rise
up the palifical ladder as a way to quick
riches.

There are mare political parties ond
members than ever but the services
rendered pale in comparison fo a
previous efa. Today money politics,
character assassinafion and rumour-
mongering are common, perhaps
reflecting the times we live in
Competition fer position has made
aspiring polificians compromise their
values and ethics. On the other hand,
the expecations of people have also
changed. Psliticians and political
leaders are seen as sources of money
and pationiage. Followers expect to be
rewarded with gifts, donations and even
contracts, The polifician has to have
aceess to vost amounts of money and
other resources in order to win posts ond
elections and to stay in office.

Good Character,
Honest Deeds

| During the times of leaders like Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Tun Ton Siew Sin and
Tin Sambanthan, who served without
hint of cormuption, leaders and ordinary
members then were driven by
s, dreams and pursuit of freedom,
ependence, development and a
er life for the people. Daniel

Jayaratnam  thrived in such on
environment.

Today's elected representatives fall short
of the expectations of peaple and the
high standards of yesterysar. Palitical
parties ‘and elecled reps seem 1o work
and meet the peaple only during
elections and byelections. Sefting up
service cenfres has become o pre-
election gimmick and few representalives
mainfain such services during normal
times. Daniel Joyaratnam had o good
service record without havifig to open a
service cenlre. He was the service centre
and did net hiave o employ sfficers to
serve the people. He had the advantage
of being @ petition writer where he could
meet and hele the comman mon with
his applications, official letters to
Government agencies, legal matters and
social problems as well.

His estate upbringing and work in an
estate office helped him understand the
struggles and poor conditians which
manual workers endured. His work with
the MIC allowed him to visit many
people and help them solve their
preblems. Many of today's unlonists are
s0 welkpaid compared fo the members
they represent that they have become
far removed from the problems and
stuggles of ordinary membars

In contrast, leaders like Daniel
layaratnam had his office and house
open al all times fo those whe needed
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Leaders and
ordinory: party
members then
wiere driven by
idecls, dreams
and pursuif of
freedom,
independence,
development and
a better life for
the people




Convittion
polifies” vatsus
Convenience

polifics

his help and advice. And this was done
with [ittle monetary

mpensation but
was lrewarded” wilh mars work ahd

responsivility

od the ability 1o mix well with people
and could relate fo both rick and poor
and wos comforiable in the presence of

aifrer. As someone with an aducation

and ability to write and speak well, he

commanded re As the chief clerk

in an sslate, it put him above the
labourers in ferms of status and
tespansibility. But there was noting 1o
suggest he abused this position. [Astead
hewas an easy-going person who was
willing fo serve the welfare of ofrers

He was Involved omong tuberculosis

potients early in his vocation as @

community leader.

Daniel Jayaratham was.alse not adverse
to tiavalling 1o small villages and eslate
communifies fo recruit members info @
cocperative of help ordinary folk apply

for cifizenship. His wiitings and actions

depict a man with o great concern dnd
compassion for thoss who wers suftering
or living In hordship. He sought to

provide reliel and a solution through his
work with the MIC, cooperative, cultural
groupsand selthelp initiatives

For sure. sven in his time. thare were
thase who wenl into: pelifics fer the
posifiens and money lhat could be

I Danigl Jayoratmam’s bid for

gaines
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public affice, in 1959, there were aven
indications that peaple he knew fried to
aistut his compaign. His backgreund
os d Ceylonese Tamil and ¢ Christian
made him on eosy targel ameng the
mote rarrewminded within society

But the character of the man can be
attested 1o the fact that he continued to
serve the community and party even affer
his defeat. He did not take the loss well
inifiafly but he was able fo bounce back

and confinue serving like he used 1o
An Example To Follow

The sarly pioriests of modem politics of
Malayarand then Maloysia seem o have
been imbued wilh o different set of
values, priorities and motives. It is

"
generally accepted that the leaders and |
politicians of yeslerday were more L
motivated by idsals, principles and a F
arand plan than seffish gain i

fi
The style ahd practice of politics then m

could be described as 'conviction’

politics. On the other hand, much of

polities today cen be termed
‘convenience’ politics. Today many of)
those invalved in palitics ssem fo bel
mafivated by seltgain and edvoncem
in rank and position. Yesterday's pursu
of lldaals and principles can be
confasted to the selfgain and offitu

of 'what'is in it far me?’ of today.



Coupled with 1h1s is the fact that the

economy

halls

compara

in his
mamb:
by apocintinents, net for patron

or servi

simple

wha let his k ard perdo
s

e talking for hir

community and without

his faith ond principles




He certainly lived lif

was fragically cut sh

knows what

aracter as
a person of honesty and simplicity

Daniel Jayaratnam had no regrets about

the way he lived his
family say. If he had 1
d probably
fthe commi
d time and et

the interests

died. Neither wos he

behind when he

s0 poor he could ot provide for his

family
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What Jayarotnam left behind was an
efs fo emulate and a life

Godfor.

example

hanks to In a fime when

social ills like juverile delinquency, drug

abuse, family br

akdown, religious and
c threaten sociefy
and the nation, it is oll the more urgent

to hove individuals and groups of people

who will serve others in a spirit of

goodwill and harmeny.

need today for

There is a gre

individugls | niel Jayaratnam and

who served voluniorilyy

afion and commitment to uplif
& poor and marginalised;
sociely. Hvr memories of him held by
his fomily and friends are joyous of
andmiany e ridesd privilsged ol

known such a man as him






/( o

e

Daniel
Jayaratnam

al

* Taken from
Jayararnam's
collection but no
references to
source or vear
were indicated in|
the scrap book. |

CHAPTER

My Meeting With

Nethaiji

It Nethaiji $ubash Chendra Bose had

nat bean in East Asia 41 years ago

Indla, Ceylon, and Indonesia would not
have acquired Independ
The Indien Nof

Nethali in Singepe

2 and Maloya dnd
the Swadeshl Move

t together

instigoied Britin 1o give freedom 1o
Indic

The two most significant events in my

life are
Living in the erc of the
Revolutioniory Bengal Tiger Nethaji
Being ¢ S ant fer 2% years

v His army

ng Nethaii was the mestimpartant

turning it in my Jite

g the sain

on ordinary sstate clerk, Nethaji's

influence: has hransformed me into g

socicl worker poliicion, o leader of o

tHeade:

Christian organisotion and distric

as well
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5

thank my childhood
Il S. Thiruvengadam
M
Gunosegaram [Kampar MIC leadsr]

Chinnasivah (T

[Permas  Estate), the late
Hod it not been for their support ond
sffort, | would have neither had the
oppartunity at 17 years to climb the
the
leadershie of Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Tun

ond Ta Sri

Peneng Hill ner serve unde

Sdmbanthan

E

Manickavasagam

I is ot just |, Tt is my whole fomily that
i my eldest
to. Ms Rose

three yeors ago on January 237 which

forget Nethaii

v Denison mattie

is Nethaji's birthday. Through this gesture
| have made all my family members o
remember Nethaji every year. The
memaries of that day are still frash in my
mind. Date” VL. Kanthan garlanded the
newlywed couple and blessad them.

Th

thar day

also folks

W van on Nethaji




Raising $50,000 in
30 Days

The pecg
Dat

= in'Banting Telok Dot gove

Sambarthar

and bank payin s

Sembanthar

dpplause

ation: This is the first ime

said, "During

niandy

Qe

zsponsibilily of raising the

Diuring this

z
(

Da

Today | have

1an, the fatha: of NLFCS

subrdistric of




"We Ihank Mr
Joya for collecting
the money,
headrrister Mi C
Muniandy; and
stoff of the
cooperative
sociaty

IF not for these key-
persons, 41
labourers would
have been untalily
victimised. "

- Dato VT

Sambanthan

extend my profound thanks. | wauld like
1o thank Mr Suppich [Sungai Blaksl; Mr
M.S. Malayalam: Mr Ku
fteacher from the southesn reglon]: Mi
A K. Chinnaiyah; Mr R G
{hrom the western region); Mr C.M

andalvelt

indasamy

Somasamy; M: K. Thamas George; and
also Mr Koolu and M PM: Palanisarmy
who sateguarded both me and the

money

‘Fout yeats ago, Dato’ Sambanthan
pledging lo defeat the fragmeniation of
land, formed the cooperative society. The
purchase of the five to six estates and

the able menagement of the ly con
be attributed to Dato’ Sambanthon's

perseverance.

The MIC Conference in Serembon and
this year’s Cooperative Sociely
Conlerence decided to honour such

s leaders. But it was not avoilable
Dato
Sambarithan will not aceept resolutions

sel

in the list of resolutions

that aim to hanour him, at-eny point of
time, He has said in matly conferences
‘wiop the shawl around the Indian
community and honour jt. Wrap it
araund Tuanku Abdul Rahman, the father
of Malaysia

| wish to declare at this historical
moment that the 242-ccre estote will be
officially nemed “Kempung Dato
The fact that the affected
people themselves came forward with
the $50,000 requesling the Cocperaive

Sambenthan
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Society formake the purchase should be

en

of Malaya

d with golden lefiers in the history

The people have
alfectionately laid down two conditions
biriding Data” Sambanthan

“The Cooperative Soclety must purchase
the 242-acre estate immediately. The
Goverrment had mads arrangements to
purchase four acres of land o promote
the merging of Sr Ganesha Vidhyasalai
and Teluk Dato inte o cooperative
school. But this idea was given up due
to the eppesition by Indonesia

Fortunately this four acres fall under the
ssfote which we are going to purchase

We warit the merged school o be
located near the Malay-English high
schools
Sembanthan is Just o villoge, a

Sinee Kempuiig Dato'
magrificent structure such as the Sungel
Siput Mahatma Gondhil Schosl should
be raised by the afforts of Deto’

Sambanthan

National Estate Labour Secretary, Mr
S.M. Samy, in his vofe of thanks, said:
“We thank Mr Jaya for callecting the
money, headmaster Mi C. Miniandy;
and staff of the cooperative soclely MF
V. Ramadass and M R. Pardmasivam,
It not for these key-persons, 47 labour

would hove been unfairy victimised.®

The Ankiat Valarmathi Orches
provided music for the crowd. The Tele
Dato' English School Choir sang
national anthem and the meeti



=rjaya NIFC

round the p

Tun VT Sambanthan
on the NLFCS
(November 1964)

fortable life. NIFCS 15 o

Subash

ere foday,

we have

Dato

nbanthan

late o

mbling

atures that

given thelr suppor to the

make him o

Integration Week -
ndnbl: - November 1964

amiss. Al is well that

Daniel loyaotnar

2t times, Sukarno

m Malaya a




lezneg
T

reay ofhens
|

= are many ke my

ferm in

willing te wegr the

sthan's brigade and reise arrs
Banl'inlg Gathering on
Republic of India Day
& Prayer for Success of
Merdeka London Talks

i Tam|l and

Singe

ing

Mualays are

[fgovernm it is opt o

celebrate e Indion Republic Doy, Itwos

of Indlicy thet

sained their

country

> follow sult; Lt

1

coalifion representativas
ded by Tuanko Abdul R

is holding falks i Londo

i

chman whi

einmer

ola)
My

think

2 the time 1o

slopment. T

people

is inception, has besn stivie

uplifiment of the lobo

hord for

work

must

development of their cultore. IF we do

nal rese

ect cur cullire .and lang:

e,

rs would

af aregs are
Vimmy
ed by

o on 1osay that

Sui Sombanthan. He we
must always
ol
sresided over the
Aftar Johii Th

nclians In Maloya and the MIC have

whan tws Tormils meet th

moks in Tamil c

b

Jayaratnam

function, said the

fiof faund such an Influential citizen of

Maloya for @ Tamll leader

Teday we have S Sambeiihan, who
B

hails frem iy srak, os
Iohn Thivy, 1o to

Sarbanthan gof involved |

his 1

since then has
unique posifion. He hos ne

his despite his stafus: The Indians

remely pleased when




Sri Sambarithar is very, down to sartt

ilirss rmon man and mingles

ery nafrally. Thus

Malaya and

L

Mixed Marriages Will
Help Create
Integration

The unity among the communiies of

= integration of the

rought about by mixed
M Danie! jayarainam said
¢ the MICAA

mplementation of the

I at Bukit Seeding Estate

materiglis

e wlill sar

na of thi

ke Huently i

nt of this

nfing Chinese communit

good citizan commilfies

Y
uriite 1o overthrow the communis
bring ut selfgovemment
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rataa, who

and Englie

should be
the rest, The coupls

ard ouy. e srore

actually o bl

ing for t

labelers ot Malaya

oin this prawverful

ciefy as members

bass rrenticmed will prod

ci ns in modern Molaye

simultaneously cre

integration and

estiany amongst lhe communities

ed thal follewi

It

Chinappan

+ will

caiunitiss

7R

The distict mmianity

maafitian

> couple ori the

d human seing

those with botp

ty of Ihis

bindian origin

i hoy

Fipe

the Natignal

erative: Sacisty (NLFCS) and

oeing fhe National Est

Dotai Rathnam
nationag! lan
V. Ramod

end of the day. a torol of §1,002 was

the doy w

registered fion the purchase of NIFCS

sharas

Drama Performance
in Estates by
Information
Department

The Information D

ent of the
laya has threed
form. They are:

ive news and information ol

vernmant's

hieverments




s-and give ifs opinicn of 1

a group from

music thro
opproach a

SF it

e figla

Infermatian Department ar

indes

eslate

important and n

fa:

of the |

department is 1o

loiters

he start of the

Punar Vazhro”,
The Informetior

partment hos had a  Officer, Mr Michael

dromao tr furictionir

months and it is

Dharmadurai

o
estates hav

watched

various distric

s falaya ond
benefifled o gnod deal

<

Tamil Day
Cultural
Programme of

Telok January




Dramas

successhully

bre

ght ‘fiome

and all by hs masiery of the Malay
languag:

Also preseni was the famous social
District, Mi B

efaty for the

voluntesr of Banting

layaranam, whe is of
ol Good Cif

Only estale workers hove the

dig
said

power io remove ine thom fe

ns Caminiflee. He

tiction imposed by ine Emergancy

rule. Help our Government with your full

suppart and provide it with odequate

- possibl

rmaticn whef

Before the comitnencement of the drama

Selvi Jasswatis' donce p

Suppich and Neren's

dones and Xavier's dance p

ook place. Following ihis the drema ook

P

place wa' hos a beautiful

nar V

plot which revelves around the esmie

snvironment

Mr K. Parumal, who pl
thie militant chief
al: Mi Kali Suppiah skilfully

aprasinghom, was

emalio.
playes
anesiete lady. Notton, who played H

the pait of a fether and alse of

role of Mallige was very natural

Chafioiai and some others tock port in

the drama. Mr €. Kone, the auther of

the story "Aval’ appea as the

Inspector. Music was scored by

Puriishetham's orche:

On the whe

cHending the

the drama, without

ings of the

ully brought

waorkers, succe
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sssenflal principles and valuss in @ very

crdeiia

humeora

y inariner In

us aned lvsl

irvite this drama

pe. gpplicativns can

attmant

be made to the Information D
Itwill alse be required of them 1o provide
the venue and stage for the drama
Despite the curfaw, many enthusiasts

Chinase. Malay and Indians - manoged

L

blain permils to watch this drama

pErormancs

Heroes Who
Registered 5,371
Citizens in 10 Days

QOur herces from Maoi fill Mearen 13

districtof Banting
and helped 5 371 citizens 1o register.
sit for the language 12sl, and ke the
riducted
helsed increase th

aath. This activity which was o
10 days
number of Ch

over

and Indien voters in

Mr D, Joyaratem, o leader in the
Natianal lond & Finance Coopertive
=d his grafit
xtanded help for the 10 doys

Socisly, expre: de 1o all

it 10! statlons. ‘through the Tamil daily

He thankes all the prominent
nbers who provided bieckfast

voluntarly, managers who providedthe
fC. Krishaon
for sending his sloif to regulate the
10 days of
egisiration hod initiclly run into

venuss and the pol

crowd. Implementation
fulli
rcblems due io the shortage of
the

reglstrars Ha regretted



M Jaycratnam stated thaf regist

ne on all days e
of the
aid that

pletic

fuirther

t=d Mot this interir

menths ke used fruitrully

werel in Malay

They justloughed
shN s
Tearviil. M Jeay

n't know') in

dhe

that the | able to

ot the whole

the Batu Hulu pe

rom the

g. Batu Unf

| Kadong
K

fegistered them

g and Balu |

On the last
er Mr §

tetary M

Mir P. Nadarajah

assislance
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White Area Festival
Celebrated Extravagantly by
Indian Community

Kuala Langat "White Area’ festival

The

was celebrated on a grand scale during
the beginning af this manth, The

Encik

ional

Distrier Off
Ismail bin Latiff. R

Intermation Officer My Heckett and

Indion Division Information Officer
VT Pichai Fillar
nformation D

m the HG of the

artment,

hiavadh:

was a special

this functien and wis enjoyed b

cammi idant Js M

is Mr D. J
treasurer My C. Chellaiyall, A

secrefary

this special magazin

« Perfect Example - by Mr
E.J.F. Heckett (Selangor State
Information Officer)

Whie

ver fhere is freedom  thers is

courage and determination. Whare
ait

from his cluty

fip: one will not back off

e the anacities that

DPOS

d him. This has been crystel clear

s
in Kuale Lenget. The residents of Kuala

sevenyear communistic tencrism and

Langat hove oo

fiszn against fhe

wiped it.out completely,

76

utllise the

commifles we can

is because the Good Citizens Commities

ents the peoples determination

and desite to abolish the phobic of

communistic ferrorism. The: Indions in

gat have piayed an impartant

elopment of this commiftee

Kualo langa

the commurify un

rating unitedly wif

difterences towards other communifies

Thisiis @ perfect example of communal

Integration

+ Help To Protect - by Encik
Ismail bin Abdul Latif (District
Officer)

The Action Flan has

1o the suppen and confide

1 victorious due

= of the

peopl=and hos rasulted in the formation

of the white provines. The Good Cifizens

Commitize through thair anticommunish

demonsiration has done iis part well. We

are now free from terrorism. | hope that
the Indian geod citizens will help tol

preserva this freadom

+ Long Live The Government-
by Mr K.V. Nadarajah



(Sepang Omnibus Co

The vito| resp

+ Our Duty - by Mr S.A.
Perumal (Teacher, Sungei
Poya Estate)

this auspicious

fheir place

and fhis

with the

sm, must
ver! the
on  such anti-social
fions in our districts

+ Being Cautious - by Mr D.
Jayaratham (Secretary, Indian
Good Citizens Committee)

armtion of this place as "White

] in golder

ala langat Distrie!

srtcimed its

ment and

porl along with

> wairy of commuris
step this intrusion inte our

leng live Kuala langal and ifs

Remain Faithful To The
Country You Live
Pri

Ainister Tunku Abdul Rahmar

During the &* Anniversary celebration
of the MIC Kuala Langat branch, which
took place on December 28, 1958, the
Prime Minister sent o special message
which read os follows: “The world is
waiching every move we make in this
country in which three different races live
in harmony. Whatever we achieve
unitedly will form the basis of their
decision. MIC is one of the serious
pariners of the coalition government

‘Malaya has become amicably and
lsgally independent. This is due o the
joint efforts of all the races and not just
the effort of one particular society. We
all know what we have to dol”

kg

Be wory of
communisfs and
do our bes

stop this infru

Inte our sociaty



Prive Meaizey
Feder

Kuale Lt

Teleohane No. 8432

4th May, 1962.

AMA l‘,\,e[,.. /""“‘z“ cod o

Thank you very much for your account of your visit
to Java and the stand you took in defence against the attack
and criticism by Aidit. Your article made interesting
reading and I hope many more will do as ycu have done,
Unfortunately many have forgotten to do'so on their return
from their trip overseas on study tours. However I am
told that they had enjoyed themselves and were able to
see how the people in the other countries live and could
compare it with the condition in this country which inturn
serves the purpose of the visit, how much better Malaya is.

///u s
Fle o o

(TUNKU ABRDUL RAHMAN PUTRA)

Mr. Daniel Jayaratnam,
President,

Kuala Langat District Alliance Committee,
238, Jalan Pekan Sari,

Banting,

Selangor.
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Brief Bio-data of Daniel Jayaratnam

on June | 7

1943 Enlists in Nethaiji's

National Army and stafisned In Singapore

of MIC Kleng Branch

lar on June 30. in Ceylon and retu

352 Founding Chairman of MIC Banling, Kiale

Helos to r=gister 5,371 citizens during 1 Oday can

tor Sunge

wang Sto

ervas till

964 Appointment 1
Ralsed RM
1980 =
198G
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