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FOREWORD

up for their heavy losses. In his farewell speech on leaving Malaya
General Templer spoke of his greatest disappointment as the
Communists’ obstinate persistence in an apparently hopeless
struggle and the smallness of the number of surrenders.

The Communist rebellion in Malaya, though now largely
contained and driven back into the jungle, is still a factor of some
importance in a South - East Asia which is only too well aware of
the recent ominous Viet Minh victories in Indochina. It thus
deserves continuing attention by students of Asian nationalism
and of international Communist tactics.

Mr. Hanrahan, who is a lecturer at Adelphi College, New York,
has specialized for some years in the study of guerrilla warfare
and has done research on this subject for the U.S. Department of
the Army. He is the author of a report, Chinese Communist Guer-
rilla Tactics (July 1952) and of articles on the Chinese Communist
army and navy in various military journals. He is now engaged on
a comprehensive study of the evolution of the Chinese Red Army.

The author and the Institute are grateful for valuable comments
and editorial assistance to Mr. Lucian Pye of Princeton Univer-
sity, Miss Catherine Porter and Mr. S. B. Thomas.

WiLriaM L. HOLLAND
Secretary-General
Institute of Pacific Relations
New York, 14 May 1954
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INTRODUCTION

BEroRE World War II, the Malayan Communist Party (MCP)
was not a major force in local politics. It was active underground,
being illegal, especially in Chinese schools and through its agency,
the ‘General Labour Union’, and the youth bands calling them-
selves ‘Anti-Japanese-Backing-Up-Association’, but the Party
did not constitute a real threat to the administration. The war,
however, brought about a fundamental change. When Germany
attacked Russia in June 1941, the MCP was for some months
in an anomalous position: on the one hand it had now to back
Soviet Russia in its fight against Germany, and on the other hand
it was still committed to fighting ‘imperialism’ in the shape of
Soviet Russia’s ally, the British. But when Japan came into the
war on 8 December and her troops landed in Malaya, the anomaly
was removed and the MCP declared its full support for the Allies,
Tt was not, however, until late in December 1941 that the Malayan
Government, alarmed by the rapid advance of the Japanese,
agreed to the inclusion of Communists among their resistance
forces. A Chinese Mobilization Committee under the direction
of a Singapore industrialist, Mr. Tan Kah-kee, had the approval
both of the Kuomintang in Malaya and of the MCP and received
also the blessings of the Governor, Sir Shenton Thomas. A con-
tingent of Communists, a part of ‘Dalforce’, though without
firearms, fought in the mangrove swamps of Singaporelwith
considerable bravery.

The Japanese regarded the Chinese of whatever political colour,
but especially the Communists, as their implacable enemies, and
as soon as they had occupied Malaya they began mopping-up
operations. In Singapore, the Butai (military detachmenrgs{) swy}{r&gﬂ

into action, parading the Chinese population en masse and pic
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INTRODUCTION

out Communists or alleged Communists by the hundreds with
the aid of informers — men, women, and children — hooded like
members of the Ku Klux Klan. The persons thus singled out
were at once executed, the total number perishing in this way
probably exceeding five thousand.

While the Japanese were still advancing, the British army had
trained some squads of Chinese Communists for sabotage opera-
tions behind the enemy lines and these, under Colonel Spencer
Chapman, were active in blowing up trains and bridges and
interrupting Japanese communications. With the fall of Singa-
pore, however, these operations were discontinued and the Com-
munists, reinforced by those who had escaped from the clutches
of the Butai, betook themselves to the jungle highlands to organize
what became known as the Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese Army
(MPAJA). This was the military arm of the Communists and
under MCP control.

The MCP was concerned more with its objective of establishing
a Communist Republic in Malaya than in resisting the Japanese,
but guerrillas (not more than 4,000 at the time) were nevertheless
a big thorn in the side of the invader, harassing his communi-
cations and forcing him to divert a large number of troops to
contain them. Then from May 1943 onwards a reconnaissance
party of Force 136 arrived in the country by submarine or para-
chuted from aeroplanes. Contact was made with the Communist
guerrillas in the highlands of Perak and eventually an agreement
was signed between the MPAJA and the Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Lord Mountbatten, whereby the former, in return for
arms, money, and supplies, undertook to accept the latter’s ohders
in the intended invasion of Malaya. (Temporarily, at least, the
Communists dropped the aim of a Malayan Republic from their
nine-point programme.)

As is well known, the Japanese surrendered and an invasion of
Malaya was therefore not necessary. Instead, Lord Moungbatten’s A
troops arrived to liberate Malaya from the Japanese. B}%\‘Sf ﬁﬁ?”,
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INTRODUCTION

meantime the MPAJA had emerged from the jungle and had
taken over control of the country. When the British arrived they
received a warm welcome from the general populace but found
that in all the towns and villages of the interior triumphal arches
had been erected in honour of the MPAJA who were given the
sole credit for the Japanese defeat! However, the MPAJA gave
way with ill grace to the British Military Administration, and
early in December they agreed to be disbanded, each receiving
a gratuity of M$350 (about US$163 at the then prevailing
exchange rate).

But while the Communists’ military arm was disbanded and,
temporarily at least, ineffective, the MCP itself was extremely
active, and attempted by underground action to make the position
of the British untenable. Through their General Labour Union
they organized a series of strikes which paralyzed the country for
several days ata time. Finally, however, they over-reached them-
selves when they attempted to enforce a general stoppage of work
in ‘a day of mourning for’ (i.e. ‘celebration of’) the British defeat
at Singapore in 1942, on its fourth anniversary on 15 February
1946. The British now took effective action, including the arrest
of some of their leaders, which caused the MCP to confine its
action to limited civilian objectives for more than two years. It
was able, however, to infiltrate a number of the new political
parties which sprang into being for the first time in the history
of Malaya.

The circumstances leading to the Communist decision to
challenge the British in open warfare in June 1948 are still, in
some major respects, obscure. Attempts have been made yto
connect the outbreak of hostilities in Malaya and the Commusist
insurrections in Burma and Indonesia with the Commniunist
conference held in Calcutta early in 1948, but some important
links in the chain of evidence are missing. All that is certain is
that from this time forward, the Malayan Communists atfemgged?\l A
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INTRODUCTION

The course of what has come to be referred to as the ‘Malayan
Emergency’ has for nearly six years been reported in the world
press with emphases and slants differing with the reporters and
with the policy of the newspapers. The outstanding development
in the military operations against the guerrillas was the putting
into operation from 1950 onwards of the ‘Briggs Plan’ by which
over 500,000 Chinese squatters brought in from isolated clearings
in the jungle were resettled in over 500 ‘New Villages’. The
effect of this was to force on the MCP a change of policy, and
on 1 October 1951 they issued a new directive in which they
admitted their mistakes, especially that of engaging in indiscrim-
inate terrorism and the sabotage of industry which had alienated
so many labourers by injuring their source of livelihood. In future,
the directive ordered, armed ‘incidents’ would be limited to
specified objectives and the main energies of the MCP itself
would be directed towards infiltrating labour and gaining its
support. Because of the nature of the terrain, this directive took
several months to reach all branches and outposts, and it was
nearly a year before a copy of it fell into British hands.

In the meantime there had also been a radical change in British
policy. On 6 October 1951 (five days after the issue of the new
Communist directive) the High Commissioner, Sir Henry
Gurney, was ambushed and killed while motoring up the moun-
tain road to Fraser’s Hill. The new Conservative Government
which had just come into power in Britain decided to replace him
by a soldier who should be in charge of both the civil government
and military operations. The soldier appointed was General Sir
Gerald Templer. On assuming duty, General Templer aphlied
himself primarily to his military task, his civil assignment, naiiely
to lead Malaya towards self-government by the creation of a
common citizenship and representative institutions, being rele-
gated to second place. The energy with which the General speed-
ed up military operations against the guerrillas, together ayighythe, 4

decline in the number of ‘incidents’, was generally intéryﬁété"ﬂj_lp
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INTRODUCTION

as promising an early end to the war in the jungle. It was only
when the new Communist directive came to light that the main
reason for the comparative immunity of the countryside from
acts of violence became apparent — but only to those who cared
to face the facts. The main force of the guerrillas had withdrawn
into deep jungle to re-form, but there were still enough of them
in the settled areas to stage ‘incidents’ when such were necessary
to maintain prestige or to capture food or arms. General Templer
himself admitted that the Communist guerrillas were still as
numerous as they had been at the beginning of the Emergency
and were obtaining all the recruits they needed. The number of
surrenders meanwhile remained constant (about one a day).

Mr. Hanrahan correctly sums up the situation as I see it,
namely, a stalemate or a staius quo but adds that ‘this status
quo is in respect of Malaya itself, since any radical change in the
situation outside of Malaya would probably destroy the existing
balance of power’.

British policy is officially declared to consist of measures aimed
at securing a complete military victory over the guerrillas side
by side with steps leading Malaya towards self-government.
Unfortunately, while the military campaign to date shows no
signs of reaching a successful conclusion, the measures taken by
General Templer to bring Malaya further on the road towards
self-government or to raise the standard of living of the people
have not been impressive enough to rally the support of the
people as a whole on the side of the Government. Nor have the
General’s collective punishments done anything to improve the
regard in which the administration is held by the inmates ofjthe
‘New Villages’. The result is widespread apathy when ther s
not active hostility towards the regime. The departure of General
Templer in June 1954 is thus likely to leave the Malayan probiem
still far {rom solution.

The real battle in Malaya (as General Templer has regeiaﬁdly

RDAMA
affirmed, though the persuasive mildness of the phragp,;,;g?i‘gmp
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INTRODUCTION

strange contrast with his coercive methods) is for ‘the hearts and
minds of the people’. The Communists claim that the guerrillas
constitute a Malayan People’s Liberation Army — the ‘liberation’
being from British ‘imperialism’. The ‘Emergency’ of 1948 is
represented as a spontaneous rising of the people of Malaya —
Malays, Chinese, and Indians — against British ‘oppression’.
The truth is, however, that 95 percent. of the guerrillas are
Chinese and the movement is a Chinese Communist one, Their
propaganda department has taken great pains to explain to the
people the basic ideological theories of Communism. The ‘British
enemy’ is shown in uncompromising terms as the originator of
a ‘reactionary, criminal war’. The Communists look for support
(moral if not material) from Communist China and their theory
has obvious affinities with Maoism, but seems also to be orthodox
Marxist - Leninist in some respects. The strength of their prop-
agandist position is that they can confine themselves to promises
while the Federal Government in Malaya is judged only by
immediate results.

The British task has been to offer a counter-attraction to the
promises of Communism in the shape of an improved standard
of living and a concrete advance towards self-government. The
depression in the rubber industry and the fall in real wages since
1939 have made it exceedingly difficult for the Government to
offer more than the palliatives of ‘welfare’ and the moral con-
solations of ‘uplift’ in place of improved living standards, while
the steps taken ostensibly in the direction of giving the people
self-government have been widely interpreted by sections of the
Malayan public as a concealed means of withholding it i Wef-
initely from them. The slogans of democracy and the mottés
of Samuel Smiles blared from loud-speakers over kammpong,
‘new village’, and empty jungle have therefore been heard by
the people as ‘a plaintive and tremulous sound’.

In his study Mr. Hanrahan has, from various authentiz,‘gégl}gggﬁ
analysed the nature of Communist propaganda in Mh‘lﬂ-}l"d”&ﬁﬁ’l‘j
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INTRODUCTION

has produced a very valuable aid to the understanding of the
basic issues in the Malayan conflict. He makes it clear that the
Communist arguments are put forward with considerable plausi-
bility and skill and are calculated at least to impress the Chinese
squatters, uprooted from their homes and (as so many of them
are tappers) suffering from the depression in the ‘capitalist’
rubber market. Hitherto the Malay peasants have paid little heed
to Communist blandishments, but the existence of an agrarian
problem in their midst, as revealed by the recent report of the
Committee on Rice Production, accompanied by almost universal
rack-renting, means that they are by no means to be considered
as permanently insulated from Communist contamination. Prop-
aganda of a much cleverer kind than that at present relied on
by the Government is required to meet the challenge. The
tactics of treating social, political, and economic reform as a mere
instrument of psychological warfare in aid of a military objective
have manifestly failed. The departure of General Templer, if
the British people can be made aware of the facts, should be the
signal for a complete reconsideration of British policy and
attitudes.
VicTorR PURCELL

Cambridge University, March 1954
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Tuk rise of Communist movements in South-East Asia has
proved to be one of the important but little-understood political
developments of the post-war era. Full appreciation by Western
students of the true nature of Communist growth in this area
has been hampered largely because of the absence of detailed
studies on the local movements in each country.

This study is concerned principally with the strategy and
tactics of the Communist revolutionary movement in Malaya.
The problem is treated historically: tracing the origins and early
development of Malayan Communism, its activities in World
War 11, and its revolutionary course in the post-war years. The
time span covers roughly nineteen years — from 1924 through
1953.

Special attention has been given throughout to the revolu-
tionary doctrines and practices of the Malayan Communist Party.
Much of this study therefore is concerned with such topics as
armed insurrection, revolutionary techniques, labour activities,
and guerrilla warfare, There are sound reasons for this emphasis.
Western students of the Orient are, for the most part, more
familiar with the purely ideological or social manifestations of
such movements and many are prone to under-emphasize the
importance of the ways and means employed in carrying qut a
militant Bolshevik revolution. Needless to say, the Commu Tts
themselves have always taken full cognizance of the realities of
these media in achieving their own revolutionary goals.

In order to provide the student of South-East Asian Com-
munism with some basic source materials, six important Malayan
Communist Party documents (in translation) are includﬁ&ﬁlﬁl‘? t?;;é_'“’:
second half of this book. These documents have beerteléotedon
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

not only for their importance in the Communist struggle in
Malaya itself; but as a guide to Marxist-Leninist strategy and
tactics as applied in other Far Eastern areas as well. Explanatory
notes have been given where needed to acquaint the reader with
special or unfamiliar terminology.

Most of the documents and sources used in this work are
primary in nature, many of them having received little serious
study to date. Captured Japanese Occupation records, Malayan
Communist Party directives and histories, personal narratives
and guerrilla texts have been referred to and, whenever possible,
all data have been checked closely with other existing evidence.

I am indebted to the Institute of Pacific Relations for assistance
in preparing the study and for arranging its publication. I also
wish to express my thanks to Mr. William L. Holland, Secretary-
General of the Institute, for his encouragement and editorial
help, to Mr. Philip J. Jaffe for making available to me a number
of documents from his library, and to Mr. Richard Howard
who was particularly helpful in problems of Chinese translation.
Though the study appears under the auspices of the International
Secretariat of the Institute of Pacific Relations, I am solely res-
ponsible for opinions expressed in the volume.

GENE Z. HANRAHAN
New York, May 1954
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CHAPTER 1

EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

MARXISM-LENINISM AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

Early Communist thinkers long argued that the Orient repre-
sented a vast pool of reserves for the world revolution. In plan-
ning for the First International, Marx prophetically wrote that
the Asian struggle would ‘give off the sparks into the charged
mine of the modern industrial system’.! Similarly, as early as
1908, Lenin pointed up the ‘sharpening of the revolutionary
democratic struggle in Asia’, emphasizing clearly that the Orient
as well as Europe would prove to be ‘the great international ally
of the Bolsheviks’.2 But in the years preceding the success of the
October Revolution, the Asian picture was perhaps too confused
— its lands too distant and removed from the ‘European revo-
lutionary centre’ — to be of immediate concern. In 1919, however,
the stunning Bolshevik defeats in Germany and Hungary, follow-
ed by a marked decline in the Red tide sweeping Europe, caused
Communist theoreticians to look to the East with renewed
interest.

This was paralleled by the founding of the Third International
(Comintern) in March of that year. The Comintern was to be a
professional revolutionary organization to coordinate, assist and
direct national revolutionary movements. As a result of the
failures in Europe, Lenin made some exploratory attempt yto
redirect Comintern efforts at least temporarily away from the

1Article dealing with the Taiping Rebellion, written in 1853, Cited in
L.G. Safarov, Marx and the East (New York, 1934), p.8.

2Cited in Stefan T'. Possony, A Century of Conflict (Chlcago, 1953)&'\111

p- 149, LI.-‘-[) RSHIP
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

West and to concentrate attention instead upon the colonial
arcas of Asia. In July 1919 he exhorted the Communist parties
in the capitalist countries to ‘send arms and literature to the
revolutionary parties in the colonies’.® However, no detailed
plan had yet been worked out and no disciplined party organiza-
tion existed in the East at this early date. As a result, few serious
moves were made to implement this directive in the succeeding
months.

The problem of developing a correct strategic doctrine for the
Asian revolution was made the principal concern of the Second
Congress of the Communist International, held in the late sum-
mer of 1920. It was the thesis of the Second Congress that the
colonial areas of the Orient were a fundamental source of strength
to the European capitalist nations. In view of this, where the
‘direct approach’ of 1919 had failed, a strategy of ‘indirect
approach’, i.e., striking at the European powers through their
colonies, came under consideration. One of the delegates suggest-
ed that if the industrially advanced capitalist nations could be
cut off from their Asian colonies — areas which they relied upon
so heavily for raw materials — then these imperialist nations
would soon collapse.* This thesis was elaborated by Lenin who
insisted that, in addition, since the Asian nations had neither a
large native capitalist class nor a sufficiently sophisticated
peasantry, the class conflict of the proletariat against the bour-
geoisie must wait. First, the Communists must take advantage
of the surge of nationalism in the East, uniting these contradictory
alien classes against the principal foe: Western imperialism.?

The resolutions of the Second Congress were adopted jnani-
mously and, as one student of Communism put it, marke. ‘the
true starting point of the Bolshevik eastern orientation’.® Shertly

’Ibid. p. 151.

AThe Fundamental Tasks of the Communist International (Moscow,
1920), pp. 114-18.

*Ibid. FERDAMA
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MARXISM-LENINISM AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

thereafter, the Congress of the Peoples of the East was convened
at Baku. Here, young nationalists from many Oriental countries
made their first contacts with professional Communist revolu-
tionaries. Almost two years later, in February 1922, the First
Congress of the Toilers of the Far East was held in Petrograd,
marking the first serious attempt made by the Communists to
organize the proletariat of the colonial countries into a unified
disciplined revolutionary force. Representatives from China,
Japan, Korea, India, the Philippines and Indochina attended
the First Congress. From this came one of the earliest-known
links established between the revolutionaries of the colonial
areas and the Comintern.?

In general, however, Communist activities in Asia in the years
immediately following the Second Congress of the Communist
International were exploratory, characterized more by failure
than by success. True, a series of fledgling Communist parties
and left-dominated organizations were formed and, in such
countries as China and Indonesia, the Reds actually made serious
bids for power. But mistakes were legion and Red insurrections
generally met with disaster. As the Comintern acknowledged in
1928, *...imperialism has up to now succeeded in bloody suppres-
sion of the revolutionary movement in the colonies’.?®

By 1928, Communist concern over colonial Asia had become
more than just an experiment in the strategy of the indirect
approach. The Communist leaders’ fingers had been burned but
their appetite was whetted. At the Sixth World Congress of the
Communist International (September 1928) the problem of
revolution in the colonies was again examined and debated and,
in the light of the experiences of the preceding nine years, a iuore

"The First Congress of the Toilers of the Far East (Petrograd, 1922),
pp. 220-48.

8The Revolutionary Movement in the Colonies: thesis adopt::d ‘by the
Sixth World Congress of the Communist International (New? ¥érkl A
LEADERSHIP
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

effective and detailed strategy was outlined. Although the revo-
lutionary movement in the colonies faced ‘bloody suppression’,
it was argued that the ‘actual significance of the colonies and
semi-colonies...has vastly increased’. In fact, it was resolved,
‘the vast colonial and semi-colonial world has become an un-
quenchable blazing furnace of the revolutionary mass move-
ment’.®

The thesis of the Second World Congress, drawn up by Lenin,
was held ‘still valid’, but much of it was modified in the light of
experience. Strategy and tactics were given a clearer and more
concrete definition.

Three fundamental tasks!® were outlined at the Sixth Congress.
First, a closer liaison was called for between the Communist
parties and labour unions in the ‘imperialist countries’ and the
‘revolutionary organization in the colonies’. Difficulties and
errors in early organization were traceable in large part to inex-
perience. External direction and assistance were not ‘regarded
as adequate’. It was the belief of the Comintern that revolutionary
victory in the colonies could not be carried forward successfully
without strong assistance from senior party organizations.
Secondly, the revolution in this early period was to take the form
of mass demonstrations, intensive propaganda and political
agitation. The time for actual armed insurrection would await,
from necessity, the successful establishment of a militant party
and the creation of a large mass base. Finally, an intensive struggle
was to be launched against the colonial policy of the Social
Democrats. Such a policy manifested itself in some of the garlier
Marxist movements in the colonial areas and the Comm ists
were making every attempt to purge their own ranks and estzblish
a unified programme of action before renewing the strugglec.

In the matter of strategy and tactics, the Sixth Ceongress

ooid. p. 1. ERDANA
The th ; . . & EBSH P
o, 1379:42‘ree tasks of the Sixth Congress are given in f‘h(ﬁ\l‘”% ,?\bf‘?a_,u

F A5 AN
MP l &M
D oA MNOA

22 KE




MARXISM-LENINISM AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

continued Leninist policies by advocating a ‘bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution’ for the colonial areas, i.e. the temporary united
front of the bourgeoisie and proletariat against the Western
colonial powers. Indeed, not only petty, but national bourgeoisie*
were to be courted by the revolution — but the courtship was to
be only temporary. Local parties were cautioned to keep close
watch on these ‘wavering elements’ and to strive continually to
maintain their own purity and ‘independence’.?% Full cognizance
was taken of the fact that the ‘bourgeois-democratic revolution’
was but a temporary expedient, a ‘...stage signifying preparing
of the prerequisites for proletarian dictatorship and socialist
revolution’. 23

The transition of the revolution from the bourgeois-democratic
to a higher socialist phase demanded, however, ‘certain minimum
prerequisites,” including ‘a certain level of development in the
country of industry, of trade union organization and of a strong
Communist Party’.14 Of first importance in the transitional period
was the question of ‘organization’ — both of a sound revolutionary
party and of labour. As the Sixth Congress resolved, ‘...most
important is the development of a strong Communist Party with
a big mass influence...work in trade unions’.15

The tactical line laid down by the Sixth World Congress cover-
ed four general points: (1) a shifting of the revolutionary force
in favour of the proletariat, the establishment of a national unity
of the country and the organization of Soviets; (2) the carrying
through of the agrarian revolution; (3) the widespread develop-
ment of trade union organizations; (4) the establishment of

Li‘National bourgeoisie’ is a Communist term frequently used to ine
dicate the upper middle class and upper economic group functionis
within a country. The elite of the so-called ‘compradore class’ inac
area would be considered national bourgeoisie.

12Tbid. p. 34.
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

equal rights for all nationalities and the realization of sex-
equality.1®

This tactical line was to be interpreted broadly, depending
upon local conditions. The ‘agrarian movement,’ for example,
was a relatively new concept for this area, a product no doubt of
the lessons learned in the 1925-7 Chinese Revolution. Its appli-
cation to other areas was not mandatory, but, rather, its possi-
bilities were to be ‘fully explored’. Similarly, the problem of
equal rights for all nationalities would by design, take a different
form in each country. The tactical line was thus meant to be a
general guide and outline for local revolutionaries — not a hard
and fast dogma. -

The blueprint for revolution in the colonial areas of Asia, as
we have seen, was prepared at the Second Congress of the Com-
munist International and given full form at the Sixth Congress
held in 1928. From that time to the present the general outline
of this blueprint has remained unchanged. Certain tactical
doctrines have been modified and local Communist organizations
have often changed policies in order to adhere more closely to
the flexible line of World Communism, yet the essential strategy
remains that laid down in 1928.

COMINTERN OPERATIONS IN MALAYA

Early Comintern activities in the twenties encountered a
climate, in most colonial areas, favourably disposed towards
Bolshevik revolutionary doctrine. In such countries as China,
Korea, India and Indonesia, nationalist intellectuals were already
in the process of exploring this ‘new’ revolutionary cor wpt
through the medium of Marxist study groups. The overwhelming
victory of Communism in the Russian Revolution made this a
formula of success, greatly enhancing the prestige of Bolshevism
in Asian lands, The Baku Conference and First Congress of the
Toilers of the Far East, both held in the Soviet Union, aftfagted’ &

18Tbid. p. 21. Given here in abstract. FOLNDATION
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COMINTERN OPERATIONS IN MALAYA

a small but intense group of young nationalists from these areas.
Many may have attended primarily from curiosity but left fully
convinced of the workability of Communist revolutionary
techniques for their own homelands. They later provided the
hard core of early Communist revolutionaries in these regions.

Malaya, however, was the exception to this trend. No delegates
from Malaya attended any of these early conferences and Malaya
itself was notably absent in the revolutionary blueprint first
outlined by the Communist International. In fact, the Malay
Peninsula at this time was anything but a seething cauldron of
revolution and nationalism, It was rather a placid country,
apparently well content with British colonial rule. This apolitical
atmosphere, so different from some other colonial areas of Asia,
offered no fertile ground for the doctrines of Communism and
remained, in the early years, of little interest to professional
Bolsheviks.

The most notable feature of the Malayan social structure is
its ‘plural’ nature. Rather than one national entity, the population
of Malaya is divided into three major nationalities: Malays,
Chinese and Indians, each by tradition remaining separate and
distinct from the other. According to the 1947 census, the popu-
lation of Malaya totalled some 5,808,000 people, the Malays
making up 44.9 per cent. of the total population, the Chinese
43.4 per cent,, the Indians 10.4 per cent., the Europeans less than
0.3 per cent. Marked differences in custom, religion, language,
economic position and racial characteristics all serve to perpetuate
these plural groupings — regardless of any mutual interests
developed out of their common residence in the Peninsula

The indigenous group, the Malays, had long considered both
the Chinese and Indians unwelcome intruders in their land.
Traditional British policy favoured the Malays over the sther
races and few Malay natives evidenced any dissatisfaction with
their lot under British colonial rule. Many Malays weremd:ugq{@dg
in British schools, and, for many years, they were the
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

eligible to enter the Malayan civil service. Partly because of this
preferential treatment given, the Malays, most of whom were
farmers and rubber plantation workers, showed little interest in
internal politics.

The Chinese, on the other hand, were as economically and
politically aggressive as the Malays were passive. A major part of
the Chinese community in Malaya, however, considered that
country only a transient home. They awaited the day when they
could amass a small sum of money and return to China. Though
many fared well economically in Malaya, few remained long
enough to sink deep roots in the country. In the nineteen twenties
and thirties the ratio of emigrants to immigrants — both nu-
merous — remained about equal.l” Although Chinese nationalism
ran high during this period, it was a nationalism tied to China
and not to Malaya. Political parties and groups were but overseas
branches of the main parties in China itself, and a major part of
the intense Chinese political spirit in the early twenties was
oriented more towards the revolution then going on in China
than towards a possible revolt against the British — a revolt
which could be brought about at best in the distant future and
which would take place in a land most Chinese considered alien
and temporary.

The Indians were also largely transients in Malaya. Migration
from and to India remained high and Indian political and
nationalistic feelings, though intense, were also oriented towsrds
their homeland, not towards Malaya. Unlike the Chinese, how-
ever, they did not fare well economically, comprising the bulk
of cheap coolie labour in the country. The Indians’ low eco lamic
level resulted in a growing antipathy on the part of both Malays
and Chinese towards them. This feeling served further to widen

*In 1939, for example, 115,792 Chinese immigrants arrived in Malaya,
while some 106,375 Chinese returned to the China malnland For a
detailed account see Victor Purcell, The Chinese In Mala;fq' Harﬁ(ﬁ.
Chinese in Southeast Asia. EOUNDATION
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COMINTERN OPERATIONS IN MALAYA

the deep gulf of differences and antagonisms dividing these races.

Given this complexity of ethnic and socio-economic groups,
the concept of a unified ‘nationalism’ for Malaya was alien. Such
nationalist and revolutionary tendencies as did exist were oriented
on a narrow racial basis away from, not towards, Malaya,18
Finally, it might be suggested that such a form of nationalism,
founded along narrow ethnic lines, in itself served as a deterrent
to a single pan-Malayan nationalism. One student of this problem
as it exists in Indonesia has written, ‘Nationalism within a plural
society is itself a disruptive force, tending to shatter and not to
consolidate its social order.™®

It is evident that the Communists in other Asian colonial areas
found it advantageous to utilize the ties of militant nationalism
to bind together in a unified struggle many otherwise alien forces
in the native population. The absence of a single national political
consciousness in Malaya, however, prohibited the employment
of this tactic and contributed seriously to the slow growth of
Communism in Malaya.

Another important factor which retarded the development of
Communism in Malaya was the apparent failure of the British
Communist Party to foster and direct revolutionary activities
in Malaya. As we have previously noted, the senior Communist
parties in the imperialist countries were charged with the task of
assisting and developing the cause of Marxism-Leninism in their
respective colonial areas. This programme was carried on with
some success by the French Communist Party in Indochina and

18%We have seen that both Indians and Chinese were politically orier cd
towards their respective homelands An interesting adjunct to this was a
small group of Malays who showed some interest in politics. They were
more inclined, however, to direct this interest towards their i
brothers, the Indonesians or towards individual Malay States,
than towards a unified Malaya,

1] S. Furnivall, Netherlands India, A Study of Plural Economy: (Newt A
York, 1944) p. 468. Cited in George M. Kahin, Nationalism and RebvlfsHIP
tion in Indonesia (Ithaca, 1952), p. 60. FOUNDATION
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

a lesser degree by the Netherlands Communist Party in Indonesia.

The British Communist Party, however, made no known gains
in Malaya. There appear to be several reasons for this failure.
The British Communist Party has never been an exceptionally
strong revolutionary force, even in England, and the vastness of
the British colonial empire at this time greatly overtaxed its
limited resources. Certainly such fertile regions as India and
Egypt had a higher priority than distant and unknown Malaya.
Furthermore, in Malaya, English was spoken much less fre-
quently than Malay, Tamil or Chinese. Certainly the linguistic,
cultural and racial barriers between the peoples of Malaya and
the British Left Wing were formidable and even up to the present
time these barriers have proved sufficient to keep Malaya outside
the range of activities and interests of the British Communist
Party.

Finally, there is the question of revolutionary cadres. As
Malaya itself was not represented at the earlier meetings of the
Communist International, no Malays were available in this
period for revolutionary training. Those Chinese and Indians
who were given Comintern duties were more needed in India
and China than in Malaya. As a result, the priority of other areas,
coupled with a complete lack of Communist revolutionaries
familiar with the complexities of the Malayan scene, served
further to retard the growth of Marxism-Leninism in the Penin-
sula.

It is thus not surprising that the first actual Communist activity
in Malaya should have been brought about more by accident
than design. In the early spring of 1924, an Indonesian r¢yolu-
tionary named Alimin stopped over in Singapore for a brier time
while en route to the Pan-Pacific Labour Conference?® to-be held

20The Pan-Pacific Labour Conference, functioning under Comintern
auspices, was held for the purpose of organizing the proletariat of the
Far East into a disciplined Communist organizational weapong I avass,
an outgrowth of the labour platform agreed upon at the Fifth Wi ‘T‘ﬂﬂ-‘
Congress of the Communist International held in June-Julyd®2dsa 00
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in Canton in June of that year. Alimin’s activities in the British
Crown Colony have never been outlined clearly, but there is
some indication that he carried out limited recruiting among the
more radical elements there.

Alimin evidently made a full report of his activities in Singa-
pore to the Comintern at the Pan-Pacific Labour Conference, for
early in 1925 Tan Malaka, then Chief Comintern representative
for all South-East Asia, persuaded Chinese Communist Party
leaders in Canton to undertake the infiltration of Left-Wing
groups in Singapore. A special representative from the Chinese
Communist Party, reportedly named Fu Ta-ching, was subse-
quently sent to Malaya to effect 2 liaison with resident Chinese
and Indonesian revolutionaries.?

Indonesian Comintern agents again became active in Malaya
a short time later. In 1925 a Communist insurrectionary attempt
on the island of Java failed and a number of leaders were forced
to flee to Singapore. Among these were Tan Malaka, Subakat
and Tamin, and (later) Alimin and Musso.?* Although these
Indonesian revolutionaries were concerned principally with a
review of party problems in the Dutch East Indies, some attempt
was evidently made to agitate among the Malays — no doubt to
balance concurrent efforts by the Chinese Communists to organize
the Overseas Chinese in the area.

Language was no barrier to the Indonesians, but the results
appear to have been negative. Tan Malaka himself blamed this
failure on the ‘lazy and contented’ Malays. He apparently wrote
off all future attempts at political work with the Malays by bitterly

concluding that ‘...the only hope lay with the Chinese’.* The

MYapanese Military Administration Documents: The Occupaiioit of
Malaya, ‘Section 1V: Origins of the Malayan Communist Party’,

22Chijin Tsutsui, Nampo gunsei-ron (Military Government irnthe
Southern Regions), (Tokyo, February 1944), p. 335.

%Details on the events leading up to this insurrection, apd of) the 4
subsequent journey to Singapore, are given by Kahin, op. cit. pps 29:84.F

#Rene Onraet, Singapore : A Police Background (London, 194D)/pEIA00N
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

arrest and subsequent deportation of several of the leading Indo-
nesian Communists evidently brought to a close all Indonesian-
sponsored efforts at revolutionary organization in the Malay
Peninsula.

Parallel with the operations of the Indonesians in Malaya
were the efforts then being inaugurated by the Far Eastein
Bureau of the Comintern located in Shanghai. Emphasis was
placed upon the introduction of experienced Chinese agents into
the Malayan Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese Kuomin-
tang (Nationalist Party).? In succeeding years, Comintern agents
operated safely within the protective confines of the Kuomintang,
active principally in Singapore and at the Overseas Branch Head-
quarters of the Chinese Nationalist Party located in Kuala
Lumput.

As we have noted, Communist activities centred among the
more aggressive Chinese, and, to a limited extent, among the few
exiled Indonesian revolutionaries temporarily residing in Singa-
pore. From the first, however, special emphasis appears to have
been given to the Hailams (Chinese from Hainan Island). The
clannish, secretive Hailams remained separate from other Over-
seas Chinese, comprising a closely-knit group with a long and
proud revolutionary tradition. Since most were coolies and
servants, they were looked down upon by the more prosperous
mainland Chinese and provided fertile soil for early Communist
agitation. Indeed, it was this racial group which made up a
majority of the membership of the Malayan Revolutionary Com-
mittee of the Kuomintang. Rene Onraet, Commissioner of the
Singapore Police at the time, felt that the Hailams were (lelib-
erately chosen by the Communists, remarking that ‘...no uther

%From 1923 through 1927, the Nationalist and Communist Parties
the China mainland were working under an agreement of mutual co-
operation. The Malayan Revolutionary Committee represented the more
radical and pro-Communist factions in the Malayan Overseas. gﬁgﬁ@ﬁf"“
the Chinese Nationalist Party. FOUNDATION
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set of men. could have been so successfully secretive and persistent
against organized opposition’.?

Communist activities within the Kuomintang were apparently
successful, for the power and influence of the Malayan Revolu-
tionary Committee grew considerably in the years before 1927.
The principal Leftist organizational effort, of course, centred
on the Chinese populace and was directed more towards the
revolution engulfing China than against the colonial regime in
Malaya. Many hundreds of thousands of dollars were channelled
through this group to China to further the efforts of the revolu-
tionaries there. In addition, many sons of the more partisan
Overseas Chinese journeyed to Canton to take their revolutionary
training at the newly-created Whampoa Military Academy.

Following the violent split in 1927 between the forces of the
Kuomintang and Communists in China itself, most of the Left-
Wing members of the Malayan Revolutionary Committee broke
away from the Overseas Branch of the Kuomintang. As in China,
the plight of the Communists in Malaya in the succeeding months
was difficult. First, a large segment of the Chinese community in
Malaya remained faithful to the Chinese Nationalist Party and
many proved openly antagonistic towards the Left; second,
decisive repressive measures instituted by the colonial authorities
against the then outlawed Communist Party often curtailed
severely the scope of revolutionary activities. Leftist ranks in
Malaya did receive limited bolstering at the time from a group
of Chinese Communists who fled China following the break. A
large percentage of these are reported to have been Cantonese,
flecing the Red disaster in the bloody Canton Commune.?’

Shortly after the Communist-Nationalist break in China,
possibly in the winter of 1927-8, several Chinese agents arsived
in Malaya under Comintern orders to establish a regular Com-

munist organization in that area. Thus evolved the Nan-yang
. PERDAMA
26]bid. pp. 110-11. LEADE
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

kung-ch’an-tang or South Seas Communist Party.?® This appears
to have been the first serious effort made by the Comintern to
tie the various areas of South-East Asia together in a single party
structure, for the Nan-yang Communist Party was given full
jurisdiction over Siam and a voice in party activities in Indochina,
Indonesia and Burma as well as in Malaya. Similarly, efforts were
now being made to organize the revolution in Malaya itself. This
was a modification of the previous strategy of penetrating over-
seas factions of political parties whose main interest centred on
either China or India.

There is some evidence that from this arose the first serious
conflict between the Comintern and the Chinese Communist
Party over party policies in this area. According to Japanese in-
telligence sources, the Comintern was seriously concerned with
previous Chinese Communist-directed activities in Malaya, Party
cadres in the area were accused of being ‘out of touch with the
real mass elements’ and of neglecting to institute a ‘broad workers'
and peasants’ movement’. In addition, other races aside from the
Chinese were to be encouraged to join the ranks of the Com-
munists and ‘much closer cooperation and liaison with the
Comintern’ was ordered.?

No doubt Comintern reluctance to let the Chinese Communists
dominate South-East Asia, especially in dealing with Overseas
Chinese, was of paramount importance in this move. The
temporary defeat of the Chinese Communist Party was probably
looked upon by the Comintern as an opportune moment to again
re-assert itself in the South-East Asian countries. This, mild
antagonism and apparent struggle for operational control wver
Left activities in Malaya, first evident at this time, was to remain
a constant point of contention in the Malayan revolutionary
struggle for the next two decades.

: PERDAMA
»Ibid. LEADERSHIP
#Japanese Military Administration Documents, op. cit,  FOUNDATION
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THE PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION AND PROPAGANDA

Essential to Communist progress in this early period was the
need for organization and propaganda among the people. Almost
from the first, special emphasis was given to the radically-inclined
youth and students of the lower and middle schools. Around 1926,
a Communist Youth League (CYL) was set up in Singapore, later
expanding throughout the Malay Peninsula. Privately-financed
Chinese schools, where all classes were taught in Chinese, were
marked for early penetration. A high percentage of the school
teachers were strongly Leftist in their beliefs and they provided
the Communists with an excellent means for winning over the
idealistic but politically unsophisticated youth. Night schools,
set up for those employed during the day, were similarly used by
the Communists in their aggressive propagandizing of the
students.

The so-called ‘Incident of March 12’ affords an excellent view
of Communist youth organization in this period. The twelfth of
March 1927, the anniversary of Sun Yat-sen’s death, was sche-
duled to be a national holiday for all Overseas Chinese in Singa-
pore. The Communists, however, sought to capitalize on a
projected Kuomintang celebration of the day by inciting disorder
and unrest. In the words of one Communist agitator ‘...the Right
Party merely wished to celebrate it with the same pomp as that
of an anniversary of a great saint or festival of Christmas, whereas
the Left of the Party wished to seize the opportunity to initiate
their principles’.® According to information subsequently
obtained by the Singapore Police, a strong contingent of Com-
munist youth were organized under the direction of night-sciiool
teachers (many of whom were Hailams) and sent out to carry on
demonstrations, incite violence and cause general disturbances
wherever possible. Results from the Left point of view were

apparently favourable. There followed a general ‘boycott’s
PP y 4 e R @ it
30The account here is taken from Onraet, op. cit. p. 111, : ;\TJSD:‘LH‘:E '
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transportation in Singapore and hundreds of students demon-
strated and held open-air mass meetings. As a result, a number
of agitators were arrested by the police and charged with disor-
derly conduct.

Combined with work among the youth was an all-out Com-
munist effort to organize and propagandize the general populace.
There was indeed no shortage of propaganda, and the early
Communist operation was often scornfully looked down upon by
the police as a ‘paper movement’ — though few of those men
evidently realized the long-range achievements which could be
realized through the application of this type of psychological
warfare.

A frequently-stressed theme of the Communists was the
charge that the British interfered with Chinese education. This
served as a psychological counter-attack against British suppres-
sion of Left-dominated schools and, at the same time, it exploited
a sensitive area of feeling on the part of all Overseas Chinese,
many of whom had long voiced disapproval of British pressure
exerted against a separate Chinese educational system in Malaya.

Other propaganda aims were varied but generally clearly pro-
jected the Communist line at the time. In March 1928, following
the organization of the Nan-yang Communist Party, for example,
a series of leaflets and pamphlets contained the following anti-
British propaganda line: ‘Bring Singapore under the Red regime.
Fight for a political hegemony everywhere. Establish a Soviet
State. Long Live Leninism!” Another leaflet, marked for general
distribution among the workers, contained the following: ‘Revo-
lutionary workers of the East and South, awake! Overtl w
British and Dutch Imperialism! Fight against the capitalists, the
owners of factories and mills! Down with British Imperialism ™

The Communists were never reluctant to capitalize upon iil-
feeling or public demonstrations to further their own Fp.iirlgf] A

31M. Musso, ‘How Great Britain is Ruling the Malayan Gé\f@%x;}irqjty
Eastern and Colonial Bulletin (December 1929), p. 15. ‘AT AS AN
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even at the sacrifice of human life. As early as 1926, for example,
a Left-organized demonstration over uncertain issues was allowed
to turn into an armed clash between the demonstrators and the
police in which a number of participants were killed.** This
pattern, i.e. inciting disorder, propagandizing, creating martyrs,
was one which became general in the Malayan area in succeeding
years.

Of greater importance than the distribution of leaflets during
this early period was the organization of labour. As we have noted,
this was a central theme in the Second, Fourth and Sixth World
Congresses of the Communist International. Outside of the de-
velopment of the Party itself, labour union work was, in effect,
‘...the most important of the immediate general tasks of the
Communists in the colonies....’3

In the earliest period of organization, few experienced labour
cadres were available and the Communists were able only to
carry on propaganda and, in some cases, to give advice to the
strikers. On one occasion, for example, Red counsel given to
the strikers of the Singapore Transport Company was credited
with having *...prolonged the strike for several weeks’. On other
occasions, the Communists are reported to have supplied the
more militant strikers with crude home-made bombs for use
against the police.?*

With the creation of the Profintern (the Communist Trade
Union International) in 1924, Red labour organization in Malaya
assumed more formal shape. A Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre-
tariat was set up in Shanghai that year, charged with uniting all
Leftist labour organizations in the Asian area. A short time Jiter,
a group of Chinese Communists began a series of attempts to
set up a single unified labour organization in Malaya. This
resulted in the formal establishment of the Nan-yang {South

2]bid.

. . . . TERDAMNA
88The Revolutionary Movement in the Colonies, op. cit. p. 441" L a!.[:!i— RSHIP

3Qnraet, op. cit. p. 112. FOUNDATION
F A Y ASAN

35 PIMPIN &M

DaAMA

Y




EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

Seas) Federation of Labour whick some two years later, in 1926,
was reported to be under the influence of ‘Chinese revolution-
aries’.%

Like the Nan-yang Communist Party, the Nan-yang Federation
of Labour was designed to function over a wider area than Malaya
alone. Although its central headquarters was located in Singapore,
its aim was to unite the various Communist-dominated labour
organizations of Sumatra, Borneo, New Guinea, Celebes, Burma,
Siam and Indochina as well. British authorities permitted the
South Seas Federation of Labour to operate freely for the first
two years of its existence, and two annual congresses were actually
held during this period. With the Nationalist-Communist split
in 1927, however, Leftist intrigues could not help but come to
the attention of the authorities and a general curtailment of
Communist labour agitation was begun by the Government.
But the Communists continued their efforts, subject to frequent
British interference, and even managed to instigate a serious
strike in March 1928.

A small strike of Chinese shoemakers was followed by a general
walkout of some 2,000 other labourers. The strikers, adhering to
the Communist line, demanded a wage increase of 40 per cent.
and engaged in open demonstrations in the streets of Singapore.
Clashes with the police followed in which the strikers employed
‘fire and bombs’. Taking advantage of the general disorder, the
Communists distributed leaflets calling upon the workers of all
Malaya to join in the fight, ‘not only against their employers but
also against British Imperialism’.%

As a result of this and other Communist actions, the puth
Seas Federation of Labour was outlawed by the authorities. A
marked reduction in Communist labour agitation followed. As

%Nanyang Federation of Labour, ‘Malay Labour Steps Out Onto the
World Stage’, The Pan-Pacific Monthly, No 33 (December 19297,

January 1930), p. 22. LEADERSHIP
38]\usso, op. cit. p. 15. FOUNDATION
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the Federation later lamented, ‘British oppression was too great
in 1928 and now they have forced us into an illegal existence by
their terroristic tactics.’?

An effective tool used at the time to counter the Communists
was that of deportation. Since few Chinese in Malaya held
citizenship,® it became standard British policy to arrest all
suspected labour agitators and Communist agents, deporting
them post-haste to mainland China. Deportation, however, was
more often than not followed by more serious consequences. It
should be remembered that at this time Communism was out-
lawed in China itself, and Chinese returned by the Malayan
authorities were frequently executed by the Nationalist Govern-
ment of China.®®

The problem of government suppression was a major point
brought up by the four delegates of the South Seas Federation
of Labour at the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference held in
Shanghai in August 1929. The delegates also lamented the
difficulties encountered in attempting to organize the many
nationalities living in their area, and called upon the Pan-Pacific
Federation of Trade Unions °...to arrange to send workers from
imperialist countries to help us’.% A major problem was consi-
dered to be the establishment of ‘efficient organizations’ and,
although a ‘programme of demands’ had been drawn up, it was

37Nanyang Federation of Labour, op. cit. p. 22.

38]n the pre-war years, a Chinese or Indian could gain citizenship only
if both parents had been born in the country and resided there for at
least fifteen years. Naturalization was restricted to those who had lived
there for fifteen years or who were born in Malaya and had lived there
for eight years.

$9The Straits Times of 28 October 1929, for example, contains the
following: ‘According to a recent visitor here from China, a number of
Chinese who were recently banished from here were shot on azr al in
Chinese territory. The eleven Hylams [sic] who had acted as teachers in
Singapore and whose [sic] schools were declared unlawful ‘were also

it PEREDANA
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

most necessary for the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat to
‘help us to perfect this programme’.4t

The problems underlined by the four delegates from the
South Seas Federation of Labour no doubt reflected equally well
the similar difficulties then facing the Nan-yang Communist
Party. These were evidently of sufficient importance to come to
the attention of the Far Eastern Bureau of the Comintern in
Shanghai. Communist setbacks in the area resulted in an apparent
Comintern decision to initiate a thorough review of its operations
in South-East Asia.

First evidence of this came at the Third Representative Con-
gress®? of the Nan-yang Communist Party, secretly convened in
Singapore during the fourth week of April 1930. The Nan-yang
Communist Party was officially dissolved at the Congress under
what appears to have been a Comintern directive. One observer
at the time reported that the Comintern may have resorted to
this *...possibly because of its cumbersomeness, possibly because
of the disorderly state into which it had been thrown’.#?

No doubt both these were contributing factors, but a much
deeper conflict seems to have been involved. We have already
touched upon earlier evidence of contention between the opera-
tions of the Chinese Communist Party in this area and those of
the Comintern. Even the strong re-assertion of Comintern leader-
ship in the establishment of the Nan-yang Communist Party in
1928 does not appear to have resolved this problem. A basic
reason, of course, was faulty Comintern appraisal of the fun-
damental problems in South-East Asia. For example, the Comin-
tern had long been dissatisfied with the emphasis given t he
organization of Overseas Chinese over that of other races. Yot
it failed or possibly refused, for reasons of doctrine, to fake

4Loc. cit.

#2The First Congress was held in the winter of 1927-8, and the Second
may possibly have been convened (though this is not certain) fabaut thel 4

time of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference held in AughstZ#929%IF
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cognizance of the fact that many of the races in the area, as for
example the Malays, were little inclined to accept the programmes
of the Communists. Another feature neglected by the Comintern
was the question of ‘cadres’,* i.e. specially trained Communists
with experience in leadership, organization, propaganda, labour
agitation and so forth. Outside of a few Indonesians and An-
namites, the Chinese were the only group large enough to carry
out this programme.

The old problem of plural societies is again central here. This
evidently presented a problem which the Comintern either could
not or would not face. Finally, there was the question of which
organization was actually the superior. The Comintern held
unquestioned seniority in the hierarchy of World Communism,
but the fact that cadres from the Chinese Communist Party did
much of the actual work tended continually to turn operational
control in this area back to the Chinese Communist Party. This
was a problem the Comintern hoped to resolve in the dissolution
of the Nan-yang Communist Party.

To replace the Nan-yang Communist Party, two new organi-
zations were set up. A Malayan Communist Party (MCP) was
to be founded, underthe direct operational control of the
Far Eastern Bureau of the Comintern. This was an obvious move
to shift leadership of the Communist movement in Malaya away
from the Chinese. Party organs in the Dutch East Indies, Siam,
and Burma were to be sub-departments of the MCP but were
reportedly so arranged only on a temporary basis. Once local
parties proved strong enough, they were to be given full status
with the MCP.

The other organ established was a separate Indo-Chinese
Communist Party, to function independently of the other group.
Marked advances made by the Annamite revolutionaries in this

4The term ‘cadre’ is used both as a singular and plural form.zThisris,
based upon a similar utilization of the term cadre (kan-pu) irt ChineselP

The plural form ‘cadres’ is often used in English. FOUNDATION
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

period were instrumental in bringing this about. Some writers
believe that certain Annamite rcvolutionaries such as Nguen
Ai Quoc, later to become known as Ho Chi Minh, strongly
resented Chinese Communist leadership in the area and severely
criticized the poor record previously made by the Chinese. As
their influence in the Comintern was not slight, the Indo-
Chinese were given local autonomy. This belief, however,
remains essentially speculative for there is, so far as this writer
knows, no definite proof of Indo-Chinese antagonism towards
the Chinese Communists at this time.

According to Japanese reports, the Far Eastern Bureau of the
Comintern (then located in Shanghai) subsequently set up a
‘Southern Section’ in Hong Kong to facilitate closer liaison with
the local parties in the south. The Southern Section was also
charged with direct handling of the Communist movement in
Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Yunnan and Fukien provinces in South
China, but it is not clear whether it was also meant to direct the
Chinese Communist guerrilla movement then developing in
Kiangsi Province.

Shortly thereafter, the Nan-yang Federation of Labour held
its annual Congress in Singapore. Following Comintern orders
it was reorganized into the Malayan Federation of Labour,
renewing its affiliation with the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Sec-
retariat in Shanghai. A clue to Comintern designs at the time,
calling for a broader organization of other races and a de-emphasis
of Chinese pre-eminence, is found in the tone of the Congress.
New emphasis was to be placed upon the Malays. In the vords
of one representative, “The mass of Malay workers are yet . be
organized into trade unions and brought under the leadership &f
the Malayan Federation of Labour...the main point to béar in
mind is that the Malay worker must be reached and recruited...."

45Japanese Military Administration Documents, op. cit. LP ”;EI‘] [?-‘-N ﬁ_,
#Cited in the Pan-Pacific Monthly, No. 38 (September-Octobgr 5330,
pp. 39-40. CATAS A
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THE PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION AND PROPAGANDA

On 27 April 1930, a French Comintern agent named Joseph
Ducroux (alias Serge Lefrance) arrived secretly in Singapore to
make an official report on problems there and to see to it that
Comintern directives were being carried out. According to Rene
Onraet, Commissioner of Police at the time, Ducroux was given
the responsibility of ‘conducting a thorough survey of the Malayan
position and the establishment for it of direct communications
with the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat in Shanghai, the
reorganization of Red Labour Unions, the payment of subsidies
to the Malayan Communist Party, the Malayan Trade Unions,
the Communist Youth Organization and finally — 50,000 in
gold set aside by the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat for
work in Malaya and Burma’.#”

Ducroux had little time to carry out his ambitious task, for on
the first of June he was arrested by Singapore authorities along
with two leading Chinese Communists, one reportedly no less
a figure than Fu Ta-ching.?® Apparently severely shaken by the
experience, Ducroux made a full confession to the British, tracing
in detail the entire Red network in East and South-East Asia.
The British authorities acted swiftly, arresting fourteen leading
Communists in Malaya, including the Secretary of the Seamen’s
Union, the Secretary of the Malayan Labour Union and the
Secretary of the Chinese Labour Union, all Red-dominated
labour groups.*?

The Southern Section of the Far Eastern Bureau in Hong
Kong was closed down and a number of high-ranking Red
leaders were taken in the process. Among this group was Ho
Chi Minh, who was subsequently sentenced to six months in
prison for seditious activities. Similarly, the British wasteu 10
time in informing the Chinese Nationalist Government of the
activities of the Comintern in Shanghai. As 4 result, the head-

47Onraet, op. cit. p. 113. N
48T'sutsui, op. cit. pp. 146-7. LF," F'E;I.] ‘l?ﬁ?}\_lqﬁ.‘
© Pan-Pacific Monthly, No. 38 (September-October 1930), p;,é_gm,},,,;,}{ i
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EARLY COMMUNISM IN MALAYA

quarters of both the Far Eastern Bureau and the Pan-Pacific
Trade Union Secretariat were raided by the Chinese. Comintern
agent Hilair Noulens, then Secretary of the Pan-Pacific Federa-
tion of Trade Unions, was later convicted of subversive actions
by Chinese courts and received the death sentence, which was
later commuted to a brief prison term.5

Ducroux’s amazing confession, followed by prompt British
and Chinese police action, proved to be a crippling blow to the
Communists in South-East Asia. In Malaya, the Communist
organization was broken and thrown into utter disorder. The
senior echelons of the party were behind bars, outside channels
for financial assistance were blocked and Comintern guidance
was severed. True, British police action affected no more than
a few score hard-core Communists in Malaya, but at this early
date the party there consisted of no more than a handful of
ardent revolutionaries, and their arrest was a serious blow to the
organized Communist movement in Malaya.

Though badly hurt, the Communist movement in Malaya was
not dead. Shortly thereafter the Communists began the slow,
tortuous process of rebuilding their revolutionary machine.

#0nraet, op. cit. pp. 113-14,
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CHAPTER II

THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

THE EMERGENCE OF THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST
PARTY

JusT what positive steps were taken at the April 1930 congress
towards creating an effective Malayan Communist Party is not
clear. It is quite possible that the party at the time was almost
stillborn, because of the stunning defeat following the arrest of
Ducroux. According to one Communist historian, the actual
formal establishment of the party did not take place until the
following year, when the various Marxist cells and party members
still active in Malaya were called together for a Pan-Malayan
Cadres Meeting.! Although a large part of the Communist
organization had been destroyed in the previous year, a number
of individuals and small units were no doubt still at large and
available to participate in the actual organization of the MCP.2

The Pan-Malayan Cadres’ Meeting reportedly adopted the
following resolution: ‘...to carry on the struggle for national
liberation, formulate a military programme for the overthrow
of imperialism and feudal aristocracy, and to establish the Soviet
Republic of Malaya by the coordinated efforts of the proletariat
and peasantry’.3

IWu Tien-wang, “The Communist Party of Malaya’ (Unpublished
manuscript, 1947?), p.1.

2According to Ducroux, the Communist organization in Malaya &t the
time of his arrest numbered the following; some 1,500 party mex
about 10,000 members of Communist-led labour unions, 5¢ -active
women party workers and 200 members enrolled in the Anti-Impetialist
League, a party-front organization. R. Onraet, Singapore: ~A Police

Background (London, 1947), p. 117. FERDAMNA
*Wu Tien-wang, op. cit. p. 1. ‘L(‘\TJSD:}H_:E'
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Although the programme outlined above had as its aim the
militant overthrow of the colonial government and establishment
of a Soviet Malaya, the party, at its low ebb, was not naive enough
to embark upon such an ambitious course without considerable
rebuilding and preparation. Instead, a preliminary line was
agreed upon, embodying the organization of labour, the creation
of ‘wide-spread economic struggle’ through the medium of
strikes, and the unification of the workers and peasants, ‘so as to
be prepared for the coming mass struggle’.4

The new party programme was more easily put on paper than
put into practice. The party itself was still weak and ineffectual.
In the next two years the Communists evidently carried on little
work other than covert recruiting of new party members and
the establishment of a few secret cells. Funds were low and
senior party direction, either from the Comintern or the Chinese
Communist Party, was apparently lacking. If publicity is any
criterion of activity, the Malayan Communist Party, to all intents
and purposes, was non-existent. No mention was made of
Communist activities in the more widely-read Malayan papers
during this period.

Several events occurred in 1933 which served to halt the
retreat of organized Communism in Malaya. Of major general
importance was the world-wide economic depression which left
many people in terrible poverty and hence acutely sensitive to
the doctrines of Communism. This was especially true in Malaya
where national economic welfare was tied to only two products:
rubber and tin; both extremely susceptible to price fluctuations
on the world market.

The other important event was the re-establishment o. the
Far Eastern Bureau of the Comintern in Shanghai, again fu
nishing the South-East Asian parties with much needed directi
advice and financial assistance. Comintern liaison was quickly

effected with the Malayan Communist Party and immediatg s
- LEADERSHIP
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THE EMERGENCE OF THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

directives were evidently dispatched to the Central Committee
of the MCP ordering mass demonstrations, strikes, sabotage of
the British naval installations at Singapore, transportation boy-
cotts, demonstrations against increased taxation, and so forth.5

In conjunction with this directive, the MCP immediately
embarked upon a party ‘purification movement’, weeding out the
weaker and less aggressive members and, at the same time,
initiating a broad recruiting campaign aimed at expanding party
membership.® According to one Communist writer, the ‘party
apparatus’ was established in every state throughout Malaya
during this period.?

The 6th of March 1934 was an important date in this period.
Given added impetus in the previous year, the Central Committee
of the MCP held its Sixth Plenary Session at which the Con-
stitution of the MCP was drawn up.® The Constitution was
especially significant in that it represented an advanced stage of
party development and, at the same time, laid the organizational
foundation upon which a strong and powerful party could be
built. Such previously undefined problems as qualifications for
becoming a party member, the principles of party organization,
party laws, discipline, duties and finances now received exact
definition.

In addition, formal liaison was now established with the
parent body, the Comintern. The MCP at this early date was
not yet a regular member of the Communist International, but
rather, an affiliate.® Its admittance as a regular member awaited
further development and progress.

3Cited in V. Purcell, The Chinese in Southeast Asia (London, 1951)y
p. 363,

$Ibid.

"Wu Tien-wang, op. cit. p. 1.

#This Constitution, in translation, is included below in this study.

9The Chinese term is yu-pei, usually translated as ‘to pfepare’/orl A
‘to make ready’. It is known that fledgling parties in small Laveas-didiIP

not always hold regular membership in the Communist Intéfadtiondl M
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Finally, the MCP was now in a position to ask for outside
assistance on a larger scale than previously. The fortunes of the
Chinese Communist Party were apparently still at a low ebb in
Malaya, for the orientation of the moment was towards the
Comintern and Moscow. This is evident from the nature of party
requests at the time. The Comintern was asked to effect a liaison
with both the British and Indian (but apparently not with the
Chinese) Communist parties, to accept young revolutionaries from
Malaya for Comintern training in the USSR and to send a
Comintern representative to Malaya to inspect party operations.
As Comintern policy was still aimed at a pan-Malayan type of
party organization (including Indians and Malays as well as
Chinese), a Unification Committee was set up by the Central
Committee to be composed of one Indian, one Malay and one
Chinese.1?

THE POPULAR FRONT AND THE
ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENT

While the Malayan Communist Party was struggling to regain
its strength in the mid-thirties, a grim new spectre began to
haunt the Soviet Union. This was the spectacular rise of fascism
in Germany and Italy, and the new military power of Japan. It
was logical that the Soviet Union should attempt to counter this
threat with any means available. One tactic was to alter the
militant Comintern line at the time to a more friendly Popular
Front! — an alliance with all other groups, whether Right or
Left, in a joint effort aimed at curbing the growth of fascist
power.

but were considered probationary or preparatory members. The offictal
term for such an organization was a ‘fraternal affiliate’. From the e dence
at hand, it appears that the Malayan Communist Party was considered
to be in this category.

10Cjted in Purcell, op. cit. p. 364.

uA working definition of popular or united front is des’if&%@ ;\%ﬁ,
There are two types of united front: the united front from bqllto,py‘\ﬁq e
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THE POPULAR FRONT AND ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENT

This policy was officially adopted as the tactical line of the
Comintern at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist
International, held in Moscow in the late summer of 1935.
Operating under the guise of an alliance of all native elements
against ‘growing imperialist expansion’, the Popular Front line
was given added importance for all parties in the colonial coun-
tries. All races and political groups were to be allied in a general
united front against the ‘common enemy’. The Communists
reckoned wisely that such a move would be of added value in
giving their weary, struggling and closely-watched local party
organs a much-needed breathing spell. At the same time it would
serve to reinforce party strength with the support of other ele-
ments.12

united front from above. The first is aimed at splitting the leaders from
the masses, then rallying the masses to the Communist cause. The
second is somewhat more devious. In this tactic both the leaders and
masses are courted and brought into an alliance with the extreme Left.
The Communists then aim to gain eventual full control over the entire
united front and use it for their own ends. In the final stage such un-
desirable elements as the Right-Wing leaders, national bourgeoisie, etc.
can be discarded. The Popular Front (1935-9) was an advanced form
of the second, considered by one noted student of World Communism
to be‘ . . . the most perfect form yet devised of the united front from
above’. See H. Seton-Watson, From Lenin to Malenkov (New York,
1953), p. 177. An excellent survey of the Popular Front appears in this
work on pages 176-99.

12The official Comintern programme for the colonial areas at the time
was outlined by Wang Ming as follows: ‘It is precisely in connection
with the growing imperialist expansion along the entire front in the
colonial and dependent countries, precisely in connection with the
growth of the national liberation movement of the oppressed peoples
against imperialism, that the question of the anti-imperialist u ited
front in all the colonial and semi-colonial countries assumes, as has veen
very correctly pointed out by Dimitroff, exceptional importance. Hes=
pite the fact that the national liberation movement in these counties
progresses unevenly, that the relationship between the class fo e _'
the various countries is unequal, that the power and importance ol the
proletariat and its Communist Parties in the political life of thcse‘coun-
ries vary and that the anti-imperialist united front tactics arefthérefdrel A

) A : ; EADERSHIP
applied differently in each of these countries — these tactics JNFYLE}'E:,H

47 AT ASAMN

PIMAM




THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

In view of Comintern decisions, the MCP immediately called
another ‘Pan-Malayan Cadres’ Meeting’ at which the new tactical
line was adopted. Wu Tien-wang gives the following account of
this conference: ‘The meeting analyzed the internal and external
situation then, objectively appraised our class power and anti-
imperialist feeling among the masses. Working on the fundament
[sic] that the revolution in Malaya was still capitalist in nature,
the party was convinced that, with the proletariat as its nuclei,
and with the collaboration of the peasantry and petite bourgeotsie,
the formation of an anti-imperialist united front was possible.
Thus our party revised its programme and resolved to struggle
to establish a Republic of Malaya.” Based on such a programme,
the party hoped to neutralize and, if possible, to win the support
of the national bourgeoisie. The decisive change in the party’s
policy was the outcome of its revolutionary experience accu-
mulated in the course of five years.1®

In some respects this new line may appear to be very similar
to the resolutions of the Second and Sixth World Congresses of
the Communist International. The inclusion of the national
bourgeoisie, for example, was agreed upon in the earlier con-
gresses. The distinction, however, is apparently one of passive
acceptance of these elements on certain conditions (the earlier
line) as against active courtship of all such forces, the theme of
the Popular Front.

The subtle indication in the platform of the MCP that it
arrived at this new line on its own initiative is an obvious equi-
vocation. Local parties were pledged to accept fully the decisions
agreed upon by the World Congress of the Communist | ‘stet-
national in accordance with the principles of democratic cen-
tralism,

theless assume primary importance for each of these countrjes.” Wang
Ming, The Revolutionary Movement in the Colonial Coungries, Q\h\g‘
York, 1935), p. 12. LEADERSHIP

1*Wu Tien-wang, op. cit. p. 2. . FOUNDATION
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THE POPULAR FRONT AND ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENT

Associated with the so-called Popular Front was the anti-
Japanese movement, aimed particularly against Japanese military
expansion. Actually, the anti-Japanese movement antedated the
Popular Front by several years and had perhaps a much broader
mass appeal than the Popular Front, though it served to bolster
it in many ways. Strong anti-Japanese sentiment followed the
armed invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and the Communists were
quick to capitalize on this by organizing anti-Japanese and anti-
imperialist organizations — especially among the patriotic
Chinese. In the case of those which were independently created,
Commounist tactics called for the usual practice of infiltration and
minority control. These new organizations were to serve a dual
purpose: to whip up the spirit of militant nationalism in the
local Chinese populace, and to provide a front for subversive
activities of party members.

In Malaya, the usual pattern developed. Chinese residents in
Singapore established the Union of Overseas Chinese. This
group was formed shortly after the Japanese occupation of
Manchuria and was strongly anti-Japanese in character. In the
succeeding months, a hard core of Communists seized control
of the Union and proceeded to remould it into a vehicle for
party-line anti-imperialist, anti-Japanese propaganda. Better
to cloak its activities, the MCP even went so far as to announce
its ‘reorganization’ into the Malayan Anti-Imperialist League:¢
serious attempts were made to cover all revolutionary and sub-
versive work with an anti-Japanese screen.

With the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese conflict in 1937, the
anti-Japanese movement underwent an amazing transform tion.

U] ater, when the Communists again attempted to broaden the racial
basis of the MCP, the party was ostensibly ‘reorganized’ into theAll-
Malayan Races Liberation League’ (then known to the authorities as
the Racial Emancipation League). This was in 1937. The party, of
course, still functioned as it had in the past. The only chang;: yvasAthe
name announced to the world at large. Party members were LE!: i‘[ ownp
as members of the MCP. ECIUNDATION

49

F A5 AN
E MPIM &M
PERDAMA

Y




THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Many people and political groups which had previously been
wary of the so-called Popular Front were now drawn to the anti-
Japanese movement, and both party ranks and anti-Japanese
front organizations swelled greatly.15

The great attraction of such a movement at the time is probably
best illustrated by a former Communist who recently wrote:

In 1937, I was influenced by the surging waves of anti-Japanese
patriotism. Young men all over Malaya joined in anti-Japanese
work to save the country, and their enthusiasm was great. Like
them I joined in the work with great earnestness. Many of these
patriotic young men used to extol the brave and courageous
spirit of the members of the Communist Party in their fight
against the Japanese for the salvation of the country, and under
the circumstances an impression was created in me regarding
the Communist Party. I admired it as a gallant and heroic warrior,
ready to succour the weak.1

Lam Swee, who wrote this, was typical of many young Chinese
at the time — men who turned to the Communists not for reasons
of political philosophy but because they believed the Communist
Party represented the vanguard in the struggle against Japan.
It is no wonder that the entire Popular Front in Asia was soon
overshadowed by one of its parts: the anti-Japanese united front.
While both served the purpose of the Comintern equally well,
by its nature the anti-Japanese movement tended to attract more
Chinese than other races and subsequently led to a resurgence
of Chinese dominance in the leadership of the MCP itself.

The Japanese attack on China in 1937 served another Com-
munist interest at the time. The Chinese Nationalist and Com-
munist parties on the Chinese mainland again joined eff wts in
the struggle against Japan. This re-alliance was extended o
Malaya, where both parties began to cooperate in a joint anti-
Japanese movement. They functioned for a while in an ergani-

18According to one Communist writer, some 300 new memnbers,Werg
enrolled in the MCP in 1937 alone. Wu Tien-wang, op. cit; ps [2.; BSHIP
18] .am Swee, My Accusation (Kuala Lumpur, 1951), p. 3.£0UNDATION
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LABOUR ORGANIZATION

zation known as the National Salvation Association, an organi-
zation which later came under Leftist domination. Similarly,
such party front organizations as a Proletarian Art League and
Proletarian Writers’ Association were set up as a means of
recruiting new members.

It should perhaps be noted here that stubborn Chinese Na-
tionalist and Communist rivalry over control of the Overseas
Chinese was dictated in this period by reasons other than political
philosophy alone. The Overseas Chinese channelled millions of
dollars back to China, both in the form of outright contributions
and in remittances to families. The depleted war chests of the
Chinese Nationalists and Communists alike were sorely in need
of this added revenue. The struggle for control over the Overseas
Chinese throughout this entire period was thus economic as
well as political — and the competition for this key group con-
tinues between the two forces today.

LABOUR ORGANIZATION

The ill-fortune which plagued the Malayan Communists in
the early thirties was particularly evident in the field of labour
organization. Many experienced party agitators, organizers and
union officials had been deported or were serving long prison
sentences. The party was hard-pressed to carry out its projected
tasks in the labour field.

By 1934, however, much of the party structure itself had been
rebuilt, New funds and leadership supplied by the re-established
Far Eastern Bureau of the Comintern permitted an expansion
of Communist efforts on the labour front. No doubt the g eral
economic unrest of the times had much to do with the gradual
resurgence of Communist labour activity. That year the Com-
munists again appeared on the labour stage in the Malayan
General Labour Union, successor to the defunct Malayan
Federation of Labour. The Far Eastern Bureau in FSh'ht?%l}?ziiA‘

. o . LEADERSHLF
followed suit by establishing the Malayan Chinese fgq_:mggrﬂ{gm
51 o

AS AN
APIMAM
D oA MOA




THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Union in Shanghai. This organization was designed to function
as 2 means of introducing Communist agents into Malaya.
Rigorous police action by the Chinese Government, however,
soon put it out of business.!?

By 1935, the Communists had apparently made great progress
in labour work. Labour agitation reached such a pitch as seriously
to concern the colonial authorities. This situation culminated
in the Batu Arang'® strike in the winter of that year. In a work
stoppage over obscure demands, Communist-led miners took
full possession of the mine and defied all attempts to force them
out. Evidently strike leadership was in the hands of Left extre-
mists, for they then proceeded to set up a ‘Soviet Government’,
including the establishment of an elaborate defence system,
courts, and an administrative body.

Seriously worried over the turn of events, the colonial Govern-
ment mustered a force of three hundred policemen and made a
daring surprise attack on the mine under cover of darkness. After
a brief armed clash between the strikers and police, the mine was
re-taken."

The British authorities were deeply concerned over this sudden
development. The Inspector-General of Police, Federated
Malay States, subsequently stated in his report concerning the
Batu Arang incident:

The Federated Malay States has passed through the most serious
crisis of its history. It was within an ace of dissolving into tempo-
rary chaos as a result of Communist intrigue. The evidence is now
clear that Batu Arang was to be the trial of strength between the
Communist Party and the Government. Had the organization

there not been crushed and crushed quickly it is almost ¢ ain
that there would not only have been a general strike but that this

Qnraet, op. cit. p. 114,
18Baty Arang, a coal mine located in the state of Selangor, supplied a
major portion of the fuel for electric power plants and railrgz‘ds on the

Malay peninsula. LE ;EI.] :‘\?}\_lq ﬁ.w
“Ibid. p. 116. FOUNDATION
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LABOUR ORGANIZATION

country . . . would have been in very serious danger of being
overrun by angry and desperate Chinese mobs.20

While this writer cannot agree that the incident was as serious
a threat as suggested by this report, it is quite obvious that the
strike was meant to be a Communist show of strength. It is doubt-
ful, however, that the MCP was fully prepared to make anall-out
bid {or revolutionary supremacy at this early stage—even had the
strike proved to be a complete success. It is interesting to note
that the Batu Arang strike has been favourably regarded by the
Communists and is considered a ‘glorious page’ in the annals of
the Malayan revolutionary struggle.”

Apparently Red labour organization did not falter noticeably
following the Batu Arang strike. The following year, 1936, was
considered by one Communist historian to be the ‘high tide in
‘party labour work’.?* Typical of one of the better-run strikes of
that year was one involving some 30,000 labourers in pineapple
canning and the building industries. The walkout lasted twenty-
four hours and was marked by a number of mass demonstrations
in which government buildings were surrounded by the strikers.
When the colonial authorities began to arrest the Red labour
agitators, the Communists countered by calling out thousands of
longshoremen, foundry mechanics, rubber tappers, and tin miners
in three provinces under the guise of a so-called ‘sympathy walk-
out’. While this strike was no doubt successful, Communist claims
that over 300,000 strikers took part are doubtful.?®

The Red-dominated strike wave continued through immediate
pre-war years. The Communists infiltrated unions ranging from
longshoremen to tin miners and from ricksha-pullers to ¢on-
struction coolies, This general strike trend was gradually brou it

2Ibid. pp. 117-18.

21Gee: Supplementary Views of the Central Committee on Strat
Problems of the Malayan Revolutionary War, in the second part ¢t
book.

egic

this

22Wu Tien-wang, op. cit. p. 2. FERD ":;N ﬁ_,
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

under control through government action in the 1940-1 period.
Through the medium of labour organization, however, the
Communists had managed to recruit many hundreds of cadres
and thousands of supporters — men who were deluded into
believing that the MCP was struggling for their well-being far
beyond the call of its own revolutionary ends. It was this legacy
of active support on the part of a few, and passive acceptance
on the part of many, that the British found difficult indeed to
legislate out of existence.

THE INTERNAL SCHISM

Hardly had Communist efforts in the labour field reached
maturity before internal difficulties of the gravest nature beset the
party itself. A group of extremists, impatient with the protracted
and devious course of the ‘revolution’, attempted to alter the
party line in favour of a more militant, aggressive attack against
the British. Forming a strong opposition faction within the
party’s ranks these extremists openly challenged the leadership
of the Central Committee and, as one Communist later reported:

...audaciously and brazenly demanded termination of strikes and
the breaking up of militant workers into small underground
groups. They vehemently opposed the organization of the labour
masses on a semi-open basis. They advocated the policy of
educating the militant workers secretly and striving for the
establishment of Soviet power. They denounced the anti-
imperialist United Front policy of the party and labelled it the
political line of the Social Democrats.?*

That this heresy differed strongly with the existing Comintern
line (i.e., the Popular Front) made it all the more dang.fous.
Though the cry “Trotskyism’ immediately rang out, Wu Tien-

24]bid. p. 3.

#Left Opportunism, in Communist terminology, is a tendency to
over-estimate the progress of the revolution and, therefore, to endanger
its development. Left Opportunists, for example, are oftéi 'ﬂﬁ?’y}ﬁ{
‘adventurism’, i.e., of taki isks; ¢ chistn’ el

, i.e., of taking unnecessary risks; or of putiskfﬁj st

54 Y AT ASAN

WP LM AN
N Y




THE INTERNAL SCHISM

wang more correctly identified it as ‘Left Opportunism’? which
he noted confronted the party ‘with its most serious crisis’.2¢

Evidently the Left Opportunist group was of sufficient im-
portance to warrant the attention of the Comintern itself. Appa-
rently at the behest of the MCP, a trouble-shooter named Lai
Teck (later known as Comrade Wright) was subsequently relieved
of his duties as Comintern liaison chief in Hong Kong and or-
dered to deal with the internal rift then plaguing the MCP.
According to one Japanese writer, the Chinese Communist
Party in Yenan also took active steps to help its comrades in the
south, dispatching a group of seven trained revolutionaries post-
haste to Malaya.??

The exact remedial action taken is not clear, but we know that
an ‘offensive’ was launched ‘against the opportunists’ which lasted
for six months, the final result being that ‘the true colour of the
opportunists was exposed in its entirety’.?®

Wu Tien-wang states that Lai Teck, the newly arrived Co-
mintern agent, directed the major portion of this purge, restoring
‘the ideological unity within the party’ and wiping out ‘the last
remnants of incorrect inclinations’. And most important following
this, Lai Teck ‘emerged the beloved leader of the party’.?

The ascendancy of Lai Teck at this time was of great impor-
tance. Although a Comintern agent, he had lived in China for
some time and may have been part Chinese. He could therefore
be expected to fuse the interests of the Comintern with the tre-
mendous surge of Chinese revolutionary leadership in the MCP.

This was to be of increasing significance in the years leading
up to World War II, for the anti-Japanese phase of the United
Front had achieved great success in Malaya. But by its r.iure

of initiating an armed uprising at a time when the circumstances are
unfavourable to its success.

21bid.

*"C. Tsutsui, Nampo gunsei-ron (Tokyo, 1944), p. 152.

28Wu Tien-wang, op. cit. p. 3. PERDAMNA
2 Ibid. LEADERSHIP
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

it had attracted virtually none but Chinese to the Communist
cause. This again served to minimize Comintern operational
control over the Communists in Malaya and, at the same time,
tended to re-assert Chinese Communist interest in the revolu-
tionary movement there. Though there was no friction on over-
all policy (which was decided upon by the Comintern), to all
intents and purposes operational control over the actual revolu-
tionary movement again passed into the hands of the Chinese
and, hence, the Chinese Communist Party. This problem was
to lie dormant for several years, to reappear at a critical time in
the early months following the close of World War II.

THE FLEXIBLE PARTY LINE

Probably the most significant gauge of the close strategic and
tactical relationship between the MCP and World Communist
leadership was the continual shifting of the party line — always
in keeping with that laid down by the Comintern. In this respect,
the MCP did not function independently but as a willing instru-
ment of the global Communist movement. This was especially
evident in the years immediately preceding World War II.

The party line prior to 1939, for example, was characterized
by militant anti-imperialism and anti-Fascism. With the signing
of the Stalin-Hitler pact, however, the line of the MCP as of
other local parties, underwent a complete volte face. Strikes and
work stoppages, aimed at cutting off the strategic flow of materials
destined for Fascist areas, ceased abruptly and the wave of anti-
Fascist propaganda subsided.

About the middle of September 1940, this line was & Jain
modified to suit Soviet policies. The MCP received orders from
the Hong Kong Branch of the Chinese Communist Party to
cease all anti-British movements and to offer ‘no oppos:
to any campaign initiated by the Chinese community in Malaya

[
to aid the British war effort’.3® No doubt this was&gpgqf‘ %P
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30Cited in Purcell, op. cit. p. 365.
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EARLY BRITISH REPRESSIVE MEASURES

bolstering the strength of the then seriously-weakened British
fighting machine in order to balance off the potential enemies
of the Soviet Union.

The Nazi invasion of Russia in June 1941 again called for a
shift in the party line. The anti-Fascist anti-imperialist policies
were re-asserted, although attacks against the British, then allies
of the Soviet Union, were noticeable by their absence. Of great
significance was the fact that many of the shifts in the policies
of the MCP during this period did not redound to the advantage
of the party itself. The pro-British line, for example, did not
suit the long-range purposes of the Communist struggle in
Malaya. Regardless of party rationalization, the continuous
shifts in the party line worked only to the advantage of the USSR.
This leaves us with the obvious conclusion that the interests of
the local parties were always subordinated to those of the Soviet
Union, even if this meant the possible extinction of the local
party itself.

EARLY BRITISH REPRESSIVE MEASURES

The rapid growth of the MCP in the late thirties did not go
unnoticed by the British authorities. Although no all-out at-
tempts were made completely to eliminate the party, continued
pressure was exerted to keep the strength of the Communists
at a minimum. A series of legal barriers was set up to effect this.
As the MCP was not registered with the colonial Government,
its status remained illegal, and it functioned underground.
Active party members were therefore subject to arrest and
imprisonment.

The Banishment Ordinance was called upon when 1* Was
deemed necessary to rid Malaya of top party leadership. Under
this ordinance, any non-British subject could be deportea as
an undesirable alien, at the discretion of the local authotitigss
This legal weapon was utilized more and more in the latf‘cé )FJ??%@HHJ'E
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

In 1937, for example, twenty of the party’s senior command
were deported under this law.3!

The British, however, had no intention of waging an all-out
war on the Communists; and the looseness of immigration laws,
intensive party recruiting and a process of introducing new
leadership replacements into Malaya by means of the various
seamen’s unions (used to effect liaison between the China main-
land and the Malay peninsula), kept the party with a full staff
of competent leaders.

In addition to the Banishment Ordinance, probably the most
effective legal means employed by the authorities in curtailing
Red growth was the Trade Union Enactment of 1940. This
provided for: (1) the compulsory registration of all associations
with trade union objectives; (2) the auditing of union accounts;
(3) prohibiting the use of union funds for political purposes;
and, (4) granting trade unions and their members certain legal
protection in their trade union activities. This went far towards
restricting Red control over the Malayan labour movement.
Because of the World Communist line at the time, the MCP
found itself in a dilemma in attempting to counter this. Though
British policies were seriously hurting its development, the
Comintern line was anything but anti-British. The MCP itself
had to adhere to this pro-British outlook, even though a militant
policy at the time might well have accomplished more in the
way of resolving its difficulties.

THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY
ON THE EVE OF THE WAR

Under the competent leadership of Lai Teck the MCP in
the years leading up to the war expanded both in size and
influence. Total party strength in 1939 was said by one writer

3V. Thompson and R. Adloff, The Left Wing in Southeast Asm (New
York, 1950), p. 128. ]
3Tbid. p. 126. :(\uxnmn M
R
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY ON THE EVE OF THE WAR

to have reached more than 100,000,%2 but this figure is undoubted-
ly greatly exaggerated. It is doubtful that the MCP ever exceeded
10,000 members at any time in its history. Party membership
in this period most probably numbered no meore than 5,000
members at the most.

The MCP soon stretched its organizational tentacles through-
out the entire Malay peninsula. The main command functioned
as the Central Committee in Singapore. State Committees were
organized in such places as Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, Singapore,
Penang, Johore, Negri Sembilan, Muar, Batu Pahat, Selangor,
Ipoh and Kuantan. Local committees met once or twice each
year for the purpose of discussing party policy, Comintern
directives and local programmes. Emergency meetings called
by the Central Executive Committee were held at Kuala Lumpur.
Party leadership was both young and spirited. The party secre-
tary was but thirty-three years old, while the average age of the
policy-making Central Executive Committee and Standing Com-
mittee was twenty-six.33

A corollary to the growth of the party itself was the expansion
of the various anti-Japanese organizations. By December 1941,
this movement was placed under the over-all direction of the
Overseas Chinese Anti-Japanese Mobilization Federation. A
major effort was made to recruit students and youths. While
outwardly non-political, the Federation was really set up to
function as a propaganda and training school for potential Com-
munist party members. A total of thirty sub-committees was
organized in the provinces and in the larger cities throughout
Malaya. One Japanese writer reports that the Federation totilled
more than 2,000 active members during this period.3

By the outbreak of the Second World War, the MCP had
recruited many thousands of new members, trained hundreds of
revolutionary cadres and generally reached an advanced stage of

3Tsutsui, op. cit. pp. 153-4. P|‘;§;!31?-;?;\_lqﬁn
#Ibid, p. 153 FOUNDATIO
. p. 153, EOUNDATION
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THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY

consolidation and preparation. Japanese intelligence reports
indicated a comprehensive and well-developcd party organization
in existence at the outbreak of the war.

When the Japanese invaded Malaya in December 1941, the
MCP had probably the most effective organization there, outside
of that of the British colonial Government. Its strength in actual
active party membership probably numbered no more than five
thousand, but the Communists could rely upon many additional
thousands of sympathetic Overseas Chinese.®

In addition, the underground tradition, a marked anti-Japanese
bias, and a militant party spirit assured the MCP of an active
role in the subsequent armed struggle against Japan — a struggle
which was to increase manifold the strength and spirit of the
Communist cause in Malaya.

35]¢ has been suggested by some reviewers of the draft manuscript of
this study that I may have overdrawn the strength of the Communist
movement in Malaya in the period before World War I1. While I do not
feel this has been the case, it is certainly not my intention to overstate
Communist strength in any of these earlier periods The reader should
keep in mind that assessing the true strength of a Communist movement
at any time is a difficult task. Drawing a clear-cut line between the hard-
core Communist cadres, the average dues-paying party members, and
Left-Wing sympathizers is difficult indeed, and certainly the MCP
during much of this early period owed its existence solely to a few
hundred dedicated militant revolutionaries — no more. But it is equally
true that, at times, party strength swelled considerably through the
employment of labour unions, front groups and such organizations as
the Communist Youth League. The comments of Lucian W. Pye, a keen
student of Communism in Malaya, are however, of importance in placing
such movements in the proper perspective. He suggests ‘...that a distinct
and peculiar quality of all Communist movements when discussihg their
own histories is to exaggerate both periods of strength as well as w¢_mess.
In fact, often when Communist parties have been relatively weak, they
have tended to glorify what few successes they had out of all proportion,
and whenever they do receive setbacks, especially if these involve what
later is interpreted as incorrect tactics, they tend to exaggerate the serious-
ness of the crisis.’
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CHAPTER III

THE MALAYAN PEOPLE’S
ANTI-JAPANESE ARMY

ORIGINS OF GUERRILLA RESISTANCE

As early as the summer of 1941, six months before the Japanese
attack on Malaya, the MCP made a series of exploratory proposals
to the British, offering cooperation and assistance in the event
of war. The Chinese Communists in South-East Asia were all
too familiar with the expansionist designs of the Japanese in
China proper and most were acutely aware of the threat to Malaya
itself. As active financial and political supporters of the resistance
on the China mainland, they had most to fear from the Japanese
and were more than anxious to ally themselves with the colonial
forces. No doubt the expectation of greater freedom of action
in the event of an alliance with the Government added to the
incentives of the Chinese, especially those with membership in
either the Kuomintang or the MCP.

The British at this early date, however, refused to compromise
on their earlier position. Reluctance to deal with the outlawed
political factions in the Chinese community was a contributing
factor to this decision. Of equal importance, however, was the
somewhat naive colonial view that the employment of Asians
would be open admission that the enemy possibly could octiny
a British colony, and would therefore ‘have a disastrous psychos
logical effect on the Oriental mind’.

This issue remained dormant until 8 December 1941, whenthe
Japanese began their armed invasion of Malaya. Ch’en Chia-keng,
then in charge of the party’s anti-Japanese movement; TEdom® A

LEADERSHIP
1S. Chapman, The Jungle is Neutral (New York, 1949), p. 2% CUNDATION
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THE MALAYAN PEOPLE’S ANTI-JAPANESE ARMY

mended immediate armed resistance to the invader, exhorting
his fellow-members to renew their pledges of assistance to the
British authorities.

This action was approved by the Central Executive Committee
of the MCP that same day and the Communists joined with
other Overseas Chinese groups in again volunteering their
services. The hard-pressed British, surprised by the sudden
Japanese blow, had little choice but to modify their position
and accept the timely Chinese offer.

Initial plans were worked out on a non-political basis, calling
for the voluntary mobilization of all Overseas Chinese. In Sing-
apore, fifteen leading Chinese residents called together an
‘Anti-Japanese Mobilization Committee’, which was formed
for the purpose of recruiting a Chinese militia force to assist in
the defense of the city. A leading role in this movement was
played by the Communists, but a number of Kuomintang
members and independents were also active in the newly-
created defence force.

Headed by a prominent Chinese Nationalist Party member
and resident of Singapore, Tan Kah-kee, the Chinese volunteers
(known officially as DALFORCE) fought valiantly in the last-
ditch defence of Singapore, representing probably the largest
volunteer militia in the resistance. The exact size of DAL-
FORCE is not certain, but it is reported to have numbered
from one to two thousand Chinese. (Tragically, the volunteers
received very little training and were poorly equipped. A large
number fought with no weapons but household knives and crude
clubs. In four days of action in the swamps outside Sin wpore,
many were lost. Those who were captured or who surrendesed
were summarily executed by the Japanese.)

In addition to DALFORCE, Communist resistance plans
called for an alternate and more unorthodox strategy. On 15
December the British confirmed their good intentiors Py t#lead:
ing all Leftist political prisoners from confinement. Theifollowing

YAYASAN
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ORIGINS OF GUERRILLA RESISTANCE

day, a secret conference was held with British officers to blue-
print a plan of action.

Still operating with strictest security, a meeting was arranged
by two Chinese-speaking British secret agents. The MCP was
represented by two Chinese, one no less a personage than its
Secretary, Lai Teck. Major F. S. Chapman acted on behalf of
the British military authorities. Chapman later reported the
‘cloak and dagger’ atmosphere of the conference, held ‘in a small
upstairs room in a back street of Singapore’, in which ‘both
Chinese wore dark glasses’.?

The meeting was to bear fruit. The Communist representatives
agreed to supply a number of young Chinese as trainees for 101
Special Training School (101 S'T'S), a newly created guerrilla
warfare and sabotage school of which Major Chapman was
Deputy Commandant. It was made clear from the start that the
trainees were to be used only as the British command saw fit.
This was a marked victory for the British Government. But the
fact that the MCP would select all students served seriously
to offset this.

While negotiations were going on, the MCP inaugurated its
own Malayan Overseas Chinese Anti-Japanese Mobilization
Society, officially set up on 19 December. Ch’en Yang-ch’ing
was named its chairman. Two days later the Central Executive
Committee of the MCP held a special meeting in Singapore,
putting the final stamp of approval on the negotiations with the
British. A four-point programme was outlined.

1. Unite the peoples of Malaya in the resistance effort and assist

the British in the defence of Malaya against the Japancie.

2. Arm all party members and the masses, and wage an ali-out

war of resistance.

3. Wipe out all fifth columnists, all enemy agents and traitors.

PEREDANMNA
. LEADERSHIP
2Ibid, p. 31.
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THE MALAYAN PEOPLE’S ANTI-JAPANESE ARMY

4, Resist the Japanese occupation through the formation of

clandestine guerrilla bands and planned terror.®

The same day, 101 STS began instruction in Singapore. This
school was not the official product of the military high command,
but rather was created through the independent and often hotly-
contested efforts of a few British officers, men who had long
advocated a policy of fostering behind-the-lines guerrilla warfare.
When official permission was finally given, the school was literally
thrown together in a few brief hours. Lt. Col. J. M. Gavin, a
guerrilla specialist, commanded its instructional and operational
arm, while Major F. S. Chapman was named its Deputy Com-
mandant. The teaching staff consisted of some ten officers and
fifty enlisted men, all specialists in one or another form of para-
military warfare. The first class was made up of fifteen Chinese
Communists, picked up the previous day from a meeting place
on a Singapore street corner.

Individual courses at 101 STS lasted ten days and a total of
seven classes were rushed through the training programme. In
a brief two-week period, classes were initiated almost hourly,
and one hundred and sixty-five men in all were graduated. These
men were British-trained, but all were selected by the MCP.
Although relatively few in number and only superficially trained
in the difficult art of guerrilla warfare, the 165 graduates of 101
STS were subsequently to prove their mettle forming the hard
core around which later grew the Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese
Army (MPAJA).

As the last British defences in Malaya crumbled before the
onslaught of the Japanese, the MCP completed its finalnlans
for eventual enemy occupation. In addition to supplying guerrilla
trainees to the British, the party organization prepared again to
go underground. In February 1942, a final meeting of zii top-
ranking MCP members was held in Singapore, where the policy
of continued armed resistance was laid down. This reas(te be.

3Tsutsui, Nampo gunsei-ron (Tokyo, 1944), pp. 156-7. :(‘\TJS[*,:‘}H_:;
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the principal line of the MCP throughout the next three and a
half years of occupation.t

Shortly after the first of the year, 101 STS closed down, but
its brief existence was not to end without a legacy. Original plans
called for the organization of ‘stay-behind’ parties, to be led by
Europeans and made up of Asians. Rapid enemy advances
necessitated a last-minute change in orders, however. To expedite
guerrilla efforts in rear areas, the British pursued a policy of
sending each class from 101 STS into the field to function on
its own as an independent team. As the regular forces rated
highest weapons priority, the Chinese guerrillas were often
given a minimum of arms and demolition equipment, but none
refused to go.

Such a policy, while a necessary expedient at the time, was to
prove disadvantageous in the long run. First, the Communist
guerrillas were left to their own devices, without liaison with
the British. They were, therefore, free to follow Communist
rather than British dictates as the occupation continued. Secondly,
many of the poorly-equipped guerrillas were bitter at having
been sent into enemy territory armed with what at first appeared
to be no more equipment than the British deemed fit.

THE BIRTH OF THE MALAYAN PEOPLE’S
ANTI-JAPANESE ARMY

As the classes of 101 STS were graduated, each moved into
the field, and each was subsequently to provide the basic cadre
for later growth and development of Communist guerrilla units.

The fifteen-man first class was sent to the northernmost d¢ ance
lines, then located about half-way down the waist of the peninsula.
Moving into the State of Selangor, the guerrillas later carried

According to one source, in February 1943 the Third Conference of
the Central Executive Committee was held at which a nine-point Anti-
Japanese programme was adopted. Further details on this ar ,L}r;‘k Wt
Wu Tien-wang, ‘The Communist Party of Malaya’ (unpuberiphf?g s p
194732), p. 6. FOUNDATION

65 Y A AN

Y oA M OA



THE MALAYAN PEOPLES’ ANTI-JAPANESE ARMY

out limited but effective operations against Japanese communi-
cations lines north of Kuala Lumpur. The State Committee of
the MCP succeeded in making contact with this group, sub-
sequently recruiting for it some thirty-five additional partisans.

In succeeding weeks, the first class continued its operations
in the jungles and mountainous regions of northern Selangor.
Liaison was finally effected with the Central Committee of the
MCP, and in March 1942 the First Independent Force of the
MPAJAS® was formally established.$

The second class of 101 ST'S, numbering approximately thirty-
five guerrillas, barely reached Negri Sembilan before they were
overrun by the Japanese, then sweeping rapidly down the penip-
sula. Fortunately, they made contact with the local British com-
mander, who supplied them with additional weapons, including
ten machine guns, sixty carbines, one thousand grenades and
some ten thousand rounds of ammunition. On 7 January 1942,
the guerrillas scheduled their first operation, 2 raid on the muni-
cipal police headquarters at the town of Kuala Pilah.

The second class still had much to learn in the art of guerrilla
warfare. 'The unit swept into the city haphazardly and few of
the guerrillas were completely agreed on a unified plan of action.
Tactical surprise was lost, as the over-anxious raiders fired their
weapons befoie the order was issued. Still worse, the attackers
consistently failed to take advantage of the surrounding cover.
The result was decisive defeat for this embryonic force. The
raiders withdrew into the recesses of the jungle to nurse their
wounds.

®British military authorities subsequently termed these unitl .égi-
ments’ and later ‘groups’ The Chinese character, however, is pu (eash
unit known as a tu-li pu, which can be considered a unit or force, which-
ever the translator deems most appropriate). The regiment or i#an is
much larger in size than the Independent Force of the MPAJA.

SHai Shang-ou, Ma-lai~ya jen-min Eang-jih chun (The Malayan
People’s Anti-Japanese Army), Hua-ch’ao chu-pien-she &Sﬂng}iﬁoﬂf“

December 1945), p. 58. Pages 34-36 deal with the activation
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THE BIRTH OF THE MPAJA

A short time later, the second class received word from the
MCP that their unit was to be officially designated the Second
Independent Force of the MPAJA. In the middle of February,
this unit set up operational command along the Negri Sembilan-
Malacca border, taking advantage of the dense jungle there.
Liaison was effected with Communist guerrilla forces operating
in the nearby States of Selangor and Pahang. The original
guerrilla class was subsequently reinforced by more than fifty
British and Indian stragglers. Most of these, however, died or
surrendered within the first year of occupation.

The Second Independent Force later succeeded in mobilizing
from the tin mines in the area, a number of new recruits, many
of whom had had previous association with Communist-led
labour and mining unions. Despite continued Japanese military
pressure, the Second Independent Force grew to more than 160
men in the first six months of operations.?

The sixty graduates of the third training class of 101 ST'S left
Singapore on 20 January 1942, moving up into the mountainous
dense jungle regions of North Johore. After a few days of guerrilla
operations they settled down to re-group and consolidate their
position. Within a few months, the guerrillas in North Johore
expanded their number to a total of 360 men, some recruited
locally, some sent to the guerrilla base by the regional MCP
committee; still others joining the guerrillas to escape the
Japanese seizure of Singapore. This unit was later reorganized
into four platoons and functioned as the Third Independent
Force of the MPAJA.8

The Fourth Independent Force of the MPAJA consistiyz of
the final classes graduated from 101 STS, infiltrated through the
Japanese lines on 30 January 1942. Timing the operation with
the defence of Singapore, this group set up its base in the jungles

. PERDANA
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of southern Johore, subsequently growi