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Abstract

In 1989 the government in Taiwan adopted an open policy that allowed
workers from Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia to work
legally. It is estimated that there are 250,000 foreign workers in Taiwan that
comprises 2.5% of total active labor. The aim of this article is to use economic
sociological models to analyze the structure of the foreign workers market and
the behavior patterns of local manpower companies that arranges international
labor migration. We argue that high competition among the manpower
agencies and the resultant kick-back strategies used to secure their contracts
with users of foreign workers have been encouraged by related state policies. -
A comprehensive understanding of such market practices is difficult without
considering effects of state laws and administrative actions.
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