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Reinventing Local Culture:
From Community Building to Community
Cultural Industry

Hsin-yi Lu

Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan University

Since the 1990s, shequ (community) has become the prominent local unit in
rural Taiwan owing to the collaborative projects promoted by various public sectors
such as the Council of Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Economics, and Ministry of
Internal Affairs. Most community-building projects in rural Taiwan are meant to
revitalize local economy through reconstructing cultural resources, creating new
jobs, and attracting investments. In the subsequent years, “community culture”
became an integral part of Taiwan’s multiculturalism as many rural communities
were highlighted in cultural festivals, local tourism, local cuisines, and craft industry.

Community study also becomes a significant branch in academia.

In the fast expanding area of community studies, anthropologists have not
accomplished as much as scholars of other disciplines. This lacking might be
due to the nature of the discipline that does not focus on emerging phenomenon
such as community building. Yet, anthropology can provide unique perspective
that is lacking in other disciplines. This article will first review the literature on
community and community industry previously published by anthropologists. Then
I will introduce my own research that explores how a group of working class rural
residents build their community without traditional network resources such as

kinship and religion. My main argument is that community movements create new



social imaginations of Taiwanese folks and restructure the interpretive framework of
their village as well as its relations with other groups. The formation of this socia]
imagination involves a convergence of politics, imagination, and knowledge from
officials, specialists, and local people. To trace the formative process of new local
social order and cultural form by community movements, we need to use long-term

ethnographic method and connect to the previous results from Han society studies.

Keywords: Community Building, Community Cultural Industry, Ethnography of

Contemporary Society, Local Society
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