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Taipei National Concert Hall

R ETeem 2

Ju Percussion Group 2

12.28 wed. 19:30

T RiTEanss

VIA NOVA Percussion Group

12.29 thu. 19:30

SEBEEXRem

biNg bang Percussion Ensemble

12.29 thu. 19:30

BATTE e

STRIKE

12.30 Fri. 19:30

ERilIRE L

Asian Woman Marimbists Concert

12.31 sat. 14:30

W45 & EEA 5 Ticket Contact (02)2890-861685(02)2891-99008§ 2 #4215
MR EER4(02)3393-9888 www.artsticket.com.tw

{8 &dk(Taipei) 300/500/700/900/ 1100 NT  HEAthiti[E(Other Area) 300 / 500/ 700 / 900 NT
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Percussions Nouvelles

ERHMEGY SERLCEREAT THEG MEEARRXYELe suEnEy CPImIAIaTLEaE
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4 B heans=

{7 4-MALITY Percussion Quartet

12.31 sat. 19:30

y Effnes=ss

: 7. Trio Yarn

1.1 sun. 14:30

EMigans=

» Ear Massage Quartet

1.1 sun. 14:30

BA

100-Person Marimba Orchestra

1.1 sun. 20:00

1Bl

R
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-0
=

Ju Percussion Group
20th Anniversary Concert

1.2 mon. 19:30

tipc.jpg.org.tw
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2005 Taipei International Percussion Convention




A IREGE

FHEE

Z=, TT:[ E'ﬂ

LR SRR (B, THiE)

I

a%ﬁ"‘EF”F\'
HEH CGEAR) 35 7E

SR

S/ JRRSC

PEREESHAAEEREN RERSELE F
TWREE—EM L RPN B RRAESEH
RELRIL - Bl —H B 8 BREBRKR
MR SSBPEEE ERERSHNER 0 THE
TELTLA TMAARBERS EEAANER
2D (BER)APENEFEELBELTRITS
BoER= B EE—OB°(R®) ARIF CREA R
A ERRIFTAS R R B EREE TS
BISNCRERMER | (RERBHSREN - E—3
BENEBLEH LR CLRERD - FHEER
gl RICREERE

BRENSRBVE L EE BT

—NNOEMAR PEEFEHZ M FHRNEE
RIBBE —NNOFAR REFEL D) (K
fLEESSH) SH cBREESEE RBUE
oA VS BIFRE RE BRI — N/ \ By (R L it
) HPBEEELCHIR BERRBNEFES * B0
HARPEEHAAEENRNRA —OBEBESER
BRTIPER U RAIPR NN - 2 A AR o gt oA B
STEREH B NN=F(ELR) =8
ERBEABOEUS N LABSICHNREL SR &
RERBERBERES W RERMS-

—BIR (FLHR) ERE+ _FRRESE.
PRENRAMNE < 1S - 1B E 5 RV EE -

BEFE MR I
PIREEZIR
R A

—ERFE MBREURG S RIF AR
R EORMEFE-EERE [ EBHZ2RAVER
KZRRAHER IS +FE MR RINNER
IS GHUEURI 2= L) IS ISR BT A VAP E
B MBS BRIRBBBARE 0 O OFRERINIDE
(RZHRI)  BEEABRISEER -MER 6
BREERENIE  BSkiRRR & iRy RRE—
) RRESRABSEAER B—8BRNRE
NEA BIEABER SEIR)\6o RIS RIERE
BEARAE-MERS L BRIRNEZ T HRARAVE
TRE (SThEESBE) B IDAENERR R HERKR
ERIAE - RitH B e F—aR e
SRAMMNBERIT HEZERhFUN &I
EREEREHNDFLENS N EERLER
RTH ZRIRECHBEALR BRAKLRIKS
RES MEANDHRNERR T —EBIFSEHR
NEF REM BEFE/)\ JRHESSKIR
JH%R [RRERE T BERFBANRER 5
ABEEAE MEBEBHNAE T HERIVIE LY
RFE FTULESEBRANNRZLFERE M
3 fEER [ B SR EFE A RIRE S IR
BUE, MEENRRAELSE SKEMTEERNE
U EERBTSRERNES THRELTANTE
7o JRILECRERENREY () IF R B iRk 6%
R RISRI LIRS BVE S BIE 55 - 10 28875
[EERTOFT TR BENEEL AT
SNERERAT  EEREBNZUARIERE
SEEEIRE L
ERE L EREREAERE ER) BEEFT IR
R—E MEMSRERETEPM S — ﬁmﬁé\OE%
PEAECBRSARRIRD
AR BENSHEAK
BRERINES RO

AT —ERAEBRDLE LNSE B NHE
HERRR/[EERZBHMADENERNER

SERFINRBEESR FOHOASHI BZSE
HFIBE R ILUBRET-

CER) B3 Z151E

(ER) e AR+ A B P EIARE RS » 7£ 0P
EARENRFEERLBREZME TIXR)  RIFTPE
BXELLEFR EREEPHEINEEHRS
HErTESNAL e INEERBES BiRA
ShH AU RRBHNEBRECSHE MER
B13.6f0 T ILIAMRARE RS SEEBHT
A RMEEREMBIEE BLASETR 5LA
RS - ABERSH PARBIATLUE L
TEIBF ) HREIERETS (FLID K
Hﬂﬂﬁ@ ENBFE IR ABEE RUERH

FEES3EEB RSB AN RICRIBIR
?J/pa&’E%T1IBUHH%‘@§?/UIF;%%O

(EIR) SPELAPBARENIR ) S8 (ER
PR BHRT —FE WTOEES 8V & AR PE
NATEE FERWTO feelVEBEMIRZHIR - W (i
55) ~ (BRI DUR 3 T AREY— R (38 (BR)) - B 6 4]
TRTERF TR (B R TERRE T K
FelRRPESERIZT BELREEHSS
FERRENER tHEFR
gl R B

N ) 1 B A B R B A
N BRSO RNEREE
| EEAERER ENED)




.il.

-

‘. e ‘l \ h'\.

.{_I

im
VKR

o

P A
i ;
. [ X

-

EREEHSE CERKENE SRR EA
BiE—R FTLUMBE R 2248 () o

(ERIT) bR T AR EH) C G RHBLLEBE MR 2N
HEERS UiRHREEEBEC RRRE REED
OHERBZ HER SE BEELINE SR HE
MBI NP BVAE BE T RRBHERIMNER
SZEVRINRUE £ KERABHRH AN T T HBHE
RIEBRZEMNDERIR) R RET-RHRIE
TRERRZTZ GA\RERE) BRER KRR 2B
EXREEFAE RE@EXEHE) (BE=EH B
BER-MBER BB  (BRE L)  (RTREH
%) RIFLNBET LR =5 - CEBERE
MR- FEIRRNEEBMIEEE A 40 M BERRT
(A E) IR (W50 VRITEM BL1E
e REE (HEBERR) « (EE) F=Mi5
B AaET L CARBRR) UM SRR EREREt
NERHTF B (R ORES—R/ T2
EBELT AR TERFEEE T —SRET
 NAIEMDINE—RERNZ —F A8 0Bl Rt
RARAZICLIES BAEERE REHSEBE
1 BOZNCR RILRBERS - SLMMRIR
HRASABBRATI N (BR) BI T 5 FEFBEBZ
PLREFKN EBRRVEERBSRERA BTN
HMRABEIERCE BEARNS WIIBE 5 k&
MEVEFIo

BRENRBR > PEAFEE—EBRE L RILER
WRER T B RRRR iR [ F5 G0 2R
PERESENRELS 8RERER EHOA
RZ REBHED FTLIZERER GBI HERIR
A CREEE HRIESFEE TNRE PR
DIEBIER 5 BERFIREBR—ERERRNS
I BREABUSBNEREE At REA LR
EBELIRRR R E— R ISEREE TS RE I
BEX BRI RELCBEECHNEZ LEMER 5
—BEREHEEAE U ERERH B2 B
RABVAH SEMSEE | S ARIVAR-
8 (ROIME—i2) B BRSBANDINAM £
LERRENTAREAZHAKR —BRTRTH
1569/)\6a > M55 85 G 852 15~ B8~ APRERFRER
(& D0 LiEE R 2 BRALS AiREINEES IEE
REA SRR ER ZT/C NEEEY TR
DIV BEEPEH UBRNBEER LR

ERELAERNNRAY EHRREE2E—
(B2 EE) YURHE X RIS | 5B FABIR
BREARENR |- R R&EZ0E L b
TJEESREORE-RMFILED FER) - BARKEE
FANEEEIELR T GEREZEE APREIREVE
RD o H PEEHLRBRINHBUWMIEREKES
— B AES M HRBREE A N A

AR (B AR RHTER

BEES 5SS LEEENHE RER—HSER
BRKe
PRENSRERERALIE AR S SR —obBdFER [BER
B—ERNERME—BHE I BEARENES
PEIHS A ZROKAZRE) FTARER M HFt 2
BREZARHAEZHS URBREDNEETLS
BRI T BSHREREREERSIEEE - HIl
EBRECHZMEREBS M OHASZMEN
AXZBUID -BRINBHEESEHNRE REHKR
BREB—BFEFER WREIERM-

ERRETREARIE

ENSEBNRARTH JUEBXAZTELR
BB FRENNRMOB RN 2MEF IV
BAEDMEFBSEREERE b 5 HERBIER

i E ST (BB PRI R B L ¥ B BER AT
K2R (BRRERHESR)

AR LEBEXDBESLHIRER [NEERRE
- BRHECESRMAZEESE—ERE mMERF
FE—BEERNRSCET] Jo

HPPEFREARBLNEE RERBR A
NEREREELESRREER [BRIFEFIE
FRVESARRA N (ME2EEESRE BRAE
AUBBANSBRO MBS ENBEZTAEF
B8 ANBHPEESBNA S (R PR EBR
EXFEREN BBEXEEZN) 5ABIGEKX
% RICRAEBR 2B RS LSRR ARE
SR AENE-MBPES RN NEHMVEE {U5R
TARETEBERNZHL MAINNRE R
TG MBIV RENTE R IR~ —
e

HEH—REFADNORIE FREMENE T —
BHNEZRL SHRE—REAER MERE

FERETRAFMEMR EXSEREET TRAEE
7 CGRAE) thfE AR (B R IR B ER)
EBRTCCHUBALTEERZ E—AsHERNESB

222,

S ELREEZNLHREERE THAXBRTBHAX
. R RRERRERBN(EAN RS EHEY

BA-MERATH BB S BARAKHIELHEES
AR [ B A ESHIFERANE BHBIER
DX {CHEEREBRAIEC F L MAZRIB/ ARER
B AZRMAIREROUCMERANEF - JBE
BIERNERBAEEER UREERBICEE
SIS Nk

(Hm) SEEFNVARIC TR2ERRIRIBIES
BB MSE ol MAME JNER HRE S
FH ANIHE  AUSBHED S IVIERME F
WRIHSSE (FERI0) NILEERRTA - RTaE
BRLE - BERENEBBAR HENRKRE
BE—EMRINER BIEEEFFES HETHNE
A RS HHESRBRES ARREB/HE—
BZ0E Z2H-AE CASBRBIHN  BiSke
tEREFREXE R ERREEREIL/ )\ tHiER
FER#HA WAREHERER [ RERBEB—E(

FIE) FEZIYLUN RRESEERW - EE—
KB R BFR M N — Bl A RBe thET X E
B3]

C\RERE NEREFRIEEEEENELTER
RSV E B -BOEAEBREF CIRERRNG
b5 fisw (RIR) ST BEHRNBEZ I EEHERBR
THRERRTHNEN D NFEBZA TSR
MEREENE—BRINEBRIEZFZIIM
= RIRBREDOVFICEALT R IWRZH
BEAEN M FIR P BB REM-RRIE 568y kR
JEREEN UEERDTUFTERORESE
TORRERIEER a2 ER D B - FFIT U
ReE—HBER —Lmes — LRI —EEE—
BRI —LRU-MERESHRI) MEBHEBEREC
EFE 5o




o,

BRER (HEE?
TR EXR
HEE"TEA
RE B4

X/ RIPEH

ARWTOB RN E1R
EONEE R NS RN
B8R FEENBRIRRERG10&
BB EER =D
FREEEREIZE RUB
WTOSKAI R @R = RIER
AIWTOZE TRy FK{v & T

A EEENRN IR EFX
XU » (5E AL 201 3R
THEERERESORHLES, IR
BAREEREORR, =R
IPRFIEEBBEAREES, IR
BB T 27 B RATR ~ NDSRAR
BEBBILSFoEWRENB
RREEEMS  ERUEN
2. OREBRESEMNE  H/R
BSEVREHETEHE B
O RIRZ E MBS0 N/
{0

ER BN B E e
R HEEEE@NEE
PIRBARRRIGEE D15
T 2R R B0R & o B B0 B it
BB BEHSREDHNE
BEZRM= MMIPE 2T
B HEE - NDEBEENHE, BfE
P T B AR B
TR R BT A~
ERZIENRTENESEN
o3 °

melNg 2REZsRN
BARRARESLRZHEEEE
2R CEREWNER B8
TERBNRFHIUE BIEES
I AR > (B30 B B BUER oK
B S N\EBYAERS SR H A
HEERIBEHE. 287
Wriis AR EEREESMEAS
B/ \EEREE K2l
SEENPERNEKSE T2
AEBEBRT BBRZ &

O ST S E LT
| P -V §-T | e S o)) 5 eI ——

3

+~> [ 281 0 548 S e 5 5 i Dt S

...........

Hi#i lily@lilycomix.com HK- TAIWAN 2005

We don't need Power® that confuses us", Jim Page. (&% FBZEZK)

3RS

[We don't need Power: that
confuses us.| Jim PagesB75 % REI5R
Z 8N T2ABERSAET128
16ERER 0 ERREBCSIRIN
18 BEEIRIERWTO S %55 8)oJim
PageRME NESHFESHR SR
E A PPI IR KRB ST5R . [ People! J—
RRE[ People JBVE S AP IERIN
ERRBAE SN T ABEEE 99F
FEBWTO &R TJim Page
SBEMIHREY This Land Your Land
IRBBFAIRFEERRBITZEN—
TRk S

HREXIZERPERBE 83\ &
BEREFEBERECA L -MEME
EENREIC-RE R EFHOV SO
SN EBEANPEHDE REIKIL

BEAINEBEHRASBE ADR
MIRERERL N ERRNE STE
RWTOB%E0VEE K PIERRCPR
133600 ZNHBEHENHER 1
PIERERERCR RGBT T
WA 2R R ERcix REE
g5 E) a2 BNV 25 E
POPTIT RN E ERANL T EER
s BE EFZ50 BEISEKE0Y!
h#A GBS B A& (%
Fr M AR T T=EX
LB ERIDVERZ N BRI IR
85 WTO Outside |ERIEE 2B BE
[ Fuck X'mas_|282&[ WTOKSFE A
[BIVEZE BILWES | £S5 &
R FENSREEEE RS =
BRI BBITEZER Fuck X'mas
ERZANEECONANBRE—REE—

SR RTOHRER T (fUBYFE
REZNBACIROVSE) FEB AW
B ) BRRRBIFRERES HHE
TES RERANFEAF LE2PIE
BPRABEM R BUSRAE N EILER
&

MR WTOEBIFER PR —RE
AEERNRE IR SRR A
EEBHNLE KRR EBERINT
QOANEPEEE AN -HEEHZHAL
NBBERWTO IEEABAN LS
R D HENB2BRHBRA R
BB

WEFEHE KSR ERBED
NSEHES BHEBRERREN
BRIOBEEBRILLSHR oBERED
RER S BBHEEHNEHRBOR
[R-BRREETR T HSLEHEOD
BEBRE R Y

12E19BRWTO BEBRAEER
AR THESTAT WE[N&RY) &1
FEANEBIRRE T BEEH
EERBYAEE [ 1B RPIBVRNEE 2E R
NBABRI ) EENESROVHRDE
e BRARBRIE-BREEE
& MERMANRBAR—BEZ—K
SO EIGe

19BIIRE %20 HIAETBHRS A
LWREBENTHEMR T OWALRE
BRI - E 2 RIBEBE RN
N IRERIEZZFAB NG
RAZRICEFRBE AR Z2AFIER
bR MEkR 5T RBLANE 29N TR
LR ZF ERRWTO B EE B
WTO—BIRERNZRE T HESE
BNHE BEEODENUTHEREX
BRE-HE R ZNERSES H
BEmE - TAER PR ERHE-
BEEBAN BRITAPEROSSE BEE
PERSEEREFERBM?




4 B j
sreb asts 12/31

IR E
_:u:é%_ \/Iél% 20:00 ~ 22:00 ) 20:00 ~ 22:00
SIS i SRR ? B 42 A B 22:00 ~ 00:00 == 22:00 ~ 00:00 FIEE350 Fff2perst
TENIRRIREF 00:00 ~ 02:00 Fie 00:00 ~ 02:00 ECI K RAGCEE L HEFHECEIRE
it ERIDJEE oy 02:00 ~ 04:00 B AL TR 455%B1
E4% 5 SR B FISHFI KA 2 812188 ¥ 8288 04:00 ~ 06:00 Tel: (02) 2369-0103
HAREFAIK REEEE AL TR EA ) )

R TR gt

S WHRNREF RGN SR TENEM &
. 'E R~ Ak 0 AR msn EEEFFE Z4@B& DIY R :

N RE T WES AR ERECESEERT BT
= § \ BLEE " B8 " 12 (hitp://listing.pots.com.w/)
n'-l'l % —fE&EHX FEFIH: CBITREEEHEAE S —ERR R EEE
FE Y AR 4B 4 55 A Al R - T ~ AR o & IRt RT BEAE P IR R B T B AR E E (A
?IJ%#J# HisHE 818 -4 12:00LL 51 5 #§E B L docsk txt (T g & InF o
K& 22 E—mail: pansy @lihpao.com ifi 52 55 1+ & &) /£ -
&5 E 74:02-86676655 243 Hh/NiH-

S
2
=
3

Wwo9 biznw-oe

e g e




O=ItHEXTELNR [£FE
MrIE B )

FH[ A TENE Fr SREIFEE CAMPOZE VS 5l 1
BT | B2 25 SR B AT 2005 4F B FE Af
R ELPEFINTT USED AR [ 2R E
AR FE1F LRSS 7S
FTTRE e

12H24H 286200 F 105G

B —E R 2T AR ST
P ARAE U & 4% DI - HE 52 515
BREE 117555 ~ Bl T 2 B 88 R i » 67 3%
DI e 652 o ofli R 61738 »
R R ORGSR A 25 - B R
IR - A 3 FE A HS AT HLS - — FR BRI
I " YL R TR R R A o T B 1]
S ST AR ICATEE S A

SN - RS R o TS B -
TR HEANA AR FrR204576
A Bl ] a4

T TETENT

HEAT SR 100 (BRSSO - Bk
55508)

B R/ IN 150em*90cm (W [ A7 HE i sy 2
B G BN ERAA IS )

B AT BT (LT #2529
~ RATARA T BT E )

T (R A~ 2 Al F - CDF )
HAEEH ETHEEI2HTH 1R
R NG A
CAMPO  #B % #%
blogspot.com/
ZlthERE FEAE http://www.cin-
emapark.com. tw/

Wi BB ST RE MR (02)
27317581

DJ MART http://djmart.info

M http://gate-open.blogspot.com/
feelsocool http://feelsocool.idv.st/
12.24.05 sat 1400-2200

place-Taipei Cinema Park

We have: music(rnr, hiphop, dance,
techno, oriental), DJ, films(ZE#E$E
inspire/

LIM GOING IN Cannes Film Festival
2005), flea market, and cafe.

DJ Spykee(rock)

DJ Noodle(old skool)

DJ Kaoru(breaks)

DJ A-tao( Techno) VJ Big FloOr aka
ViSuAlIzE
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Christmas at Taipei Prison

A

BY DAVID FRAZIER

THE TAIPEI PRISON does not look much
like a prison. The two-story building is
covered in beige tiles and set back from the
road by a short, grass-lined drive. With no
barbed-wire fences and no guard towers, it
looks more like a school or government
office.

Inside, you enter the security area through
a double set of Plexiglas doors with
electronic locks. There are no iron bars to be
seen anywhere. Beyond is a campus set
behind an attentively pruned garden with
flowers and hedges in geometrical patterns.
To one side is a basketball court.

Officially called the Taiwan Taipei Prison
EEEALEERN), it is located in Guishan,
which is near Taoyuan, a 45-minute drive
from central Taipei, the whole trip through
suburban concrete sprawl. Just down the road
is a castle-fronted English Auxzban with a
sign that reads "Cam School." The lot is
ideally suited for a car dealership.

Earlier this year, most of the 307 foreign
inmates in Taiwan's prison system were
consolidated into this facility. As of last
month, it housed a total of 4,008 male

church picnic for foreign lifers

prisoners, 22 women, around 300 in drug
rehabilitation programs, and almost all of
Taiwan's sex offenders.

The foreign inmates number around 250.
Last Friday, Dec. 16, they had a Christmas
party.

The event more than a hundred
volunteers from church groups, and enPOTS
was allowed to tag along, as long as we
helped to serve the food. The idea was to
see the Taiwan foreigners few ever think
about, those serving lengthy jail sentences,
almost all by Taiwan's strict drug laws. Most
are from southeast Asia — around 90 from
Thailand and contingents from Singapore,
Malaysia, Hong Kong, and elsewhere through
the region — and by and large the group
looks Chinese. But when the lines of inmates
started filing into the prison auditorium where
the party was held, among the cropped heads,
grey smocks, and blue flip-flops, there were a
few white heads, some with gray or white
hair, and at least two black ones.

The first prison Christmas party happened
12 years ago, according to Lighthouse Prison
Ministry head Jon Brantingham, who grew up
in Taiwan and now returns annually for the
event from Shanghai. Two years ecarlier, a

missionary's son had been thrown in jail,
making church groups suddenly aware of a
population of foreign prisoners unable to
celebrate the holiday. So they petitioned the
warden to allow a Christmas celebration.
Each year since, groups have put out spreads
that remind me of what I'd find on church
lawns some summer Sundays where 1 grew
up in North Carolina. Just internationalized a
bit. There was turkey and mashed potatoes
and green beans and gravy, and there was
green papaya salad and saffron rice. And 80
pizzas.

In the auditorium, we sat in a square
with about 80 chairs on a side, volunteers on
one side, inmates on the other three.
Surprisingly, the atmosphere was anything but
tense, the mood anything but bleak. The
inmates smiled and thanked us as we handed
out Cokes and juice boxes and pizza. Against
a cacophony of off-key Christmas carols over
the PA, it was even joyful. After the
prisoners had had seconds, they were free to
mix. The guards seemed barely a presence.
At this time, we took a minute to talk with
a few of the inmates. Here are snippets of
those conversations:

(Coatd pl8)




(Trom pl7)

P.: A Statistic

"Four years. It's coming up to four years
now. I've been in this one three years in
March," said P., who at 37 looks smart and
is full of energetic speech. He is serving a
life sentence for smuggling two kilograms of
heroin into Taiwan.

Before Guishan, there were two other
prisons, including Taoyuan — despite his
time, he pronounces the city's name as an
English speaker would read it, without the
tones. P. has read an earlier article in
enPOTS (# 375) about the case of Mathieu
James Forand, who was busted with 600
grams of cocaine. I mention that foreigners
in Taiwan tend to be cavalier about drugs.
"Ignorant," he says. In Forand's case, he
deems leniency "impossible." By cooperating,
"he might get 15, or 20. But it makes no
difference, because...with Taiwan, it depends
on if you're a favored nation. Like Canada,
Taiwan's got quite a good relationship with
them, so he's got more of a chance. I've got
life, and there are plenty of people in here
who have been caught with more heroin
than what I was caught with at the airport,
and they get five years or 15 years. They'll
be gone in six years. I've got to stay here
for motre than 20 years."

With class one drugs like cocaine and
heroin, the amounts, he says, don't matter
much. "You can get life in Taiwan just for
having a urine test and testing positive. If
they've caught you three or four times, they'll
lock you up just for that. There's a little lad,
a Taiwanese lad — I don't see him at the
moment — he's got 33 years, which is
something like a double life sentence. He got
caught with something like point three of a
gram."

"There was one guy from Malaysia. He
got caught with three kilos and he only got
15 years." The sentencing is all over the
place, I asked. "All over the place," he said.

"It depends on where you're from. It
makes a massive difference. There's an
American somewhere" — he scans the party
— "he got caught with 2.6 kilos eatlier this
year at the airport. I would bet that he'll
only get 15 years because he's an American."

Someone from his country's diplomatic
office comes by and he pauses to take care
of some bank transfers. It's very rushed. He
gets visits from his national trade office once
every three months, and his is better than
most countries do.

"Before, I'd never done anything like that,"
said P. He meant smuggling heroin. "I'd
always done things like marijuana, stuff like
that. I was in Bangkok, and someone asked

me to come here." I asked if he thought
he'd gotten set up or if someone had tipped
the cops? "They phoned me in Bangkok.
There was a problem in Bangkok." He
stammers, a bit vexed. "I really don't know.'
And when he got to Chaing Kai-shek
International Airport, "They were waiting for
me."

|l

The court proceedings? "They could have
done it all in a month." He changes his
mind. "An hour, it would have taken. They
take you there for ten minutes and ask you
a couple of questions — they just drag it
out."

"When 1 was arrested, Taiwan ... was on
a blacklist as a transit point. They needed
statistics, and I was a statistic. Because 1
don't think these people will do that to their
own citizens. I was in a room with a guy in
Taoyuan, my first prison, who was caught
around the same time with the same thing as
I was caught for. He got ten years! And I
got life."

P. will be eligible for parole in 2017.

M.: A Veteran

Now 53, M. is affable, gray-haired, chuckling
constantly. When I ask about his crime, he
throws both hands in the air and laughs.
"Eight kilos of heroin." When I ask how
long he's been in, he is quick and serious.
"Thirteen years and ten months."

"When you first come in, they put you
in what they call a four-bar, and your
privileges are very limited. When you're
starting from the four-bar, there are a lot of
people. When you get to a two-bar room,
there are ten people. And eventually you get
to where I am now, which is a one-bar
room. There are three of you in there, and
it's exactly the same size as a VW camper.”
M. hopes his parole will be approved next

spring.

J.: Finally, A Deportee
J. arrived at the prison a month after M. in
1993. He grew up in Hong Kong, and later
his family immigrated to America and settled
in Los Angeles, where they became
naturalized as citizens. After attending
university in Taiwan, J. went back to LA,
but after three years began to feel bored and
returned to Taiwan to see his friends. About
the events leading up to his arrest, he was
vague. He said it had something to do with
cocaine, muttering "it was stupid" and that
he didn't want to talk anymore about it.
The most difficult part about prison life,
he said, was that the inmates had to pay for
everything but their meals, their jackets, and

their jeans. "Everything else, from our
flip-flops to our underwear and toiletries, we
have to pay for ourselves."

J. explained that lack of money can
become a big problem for many of the
prisoners who came to Taiwan as migrant
workers from poor countries in South East
Asia.

"We work in the factories from Monday
to Friday making things like paper bags or
ghost money, but most of the workers pull
in about NT$200 a month. I don't know
how the rest of them survive without
families to support them. Some of them can
find some odd jobs — I pay someone
NT$800 a month to wash my clothes."

Money problems aside, J. said the food
isn't bad, "if you don't mind eating the same
Chinese food everyday." He also said that
there was very seldom violence among the
inmates. "Usually when there's fight, it's just
between two individuals and then the
wardens will send them into solitary
confinement for three days. When the
inmates ate released, they're transferred to
different factories, so they never see each
other again."

At the party, J. and M. greeted each
other as very old friends, patting each other
on the back and grinning. M. announced, "I
don't know how I would have been able to
survive without this guy!"

After almost thirteen years, ]. has finally
been granted parole and is scheduled to be
deported back to America this week. "Il go
back to LA to see my mother and spend
the holidays with her. Then maybe Il go
back to Hong Kong. I haven't seen my
family in a long time," he said.

enPOTS wishes a warm Merry Christmas
to J., M., P., all the other inmates at Taipei
Prison, the volunteers who made their
Christmas party possible, and all of our
readers. In this time of war and plenty,
peace and privation, peace on earth and
goodwill to men. —addltional reporting by
Anay OBrien

Groups sponsoring and supportng the Taper
Prson Chtistmas Farty include Lighthouse
Prson Miustres, Frendshp FPresbyrerian
Churcl, Casis Church, Taper laternational
Church, DBethany Chistian School
International Christian Miistries [ustrrct
House, Hope Workers Center, the Brizish
Trade Office, the German Trade Office, and
mussionary groups from 7hatand, Gernany,
and Indonesia.




From enPOTS:

BY DAVID FRAZIER

I'M SORRY to inform you all, our readets,
that this is the final issue of enPOTS. To be
sure, you are the reason this ragtag section
happened at all. It sure as hell wasn't because
we were making money, which was a big
part of the problem and why it, like all those
GM auto workers, is getting laid off.

In the summer of 2003, POTS received a
special budget from its parent institution
Shihsin University (HHH7KE) to add an
English section, which, like POTS, was
ostensibly to have some kind of "educational"
value. I actually only became aware of the
special budget recently, after it had been cut,
but that's probably my own fault.

Recent budget cutting did not only affect
enPOTS, but also POTS and its parent
newspaper Li Pao (ﬁ%&), who will however
continue to publish. Given the circumstances,
Li Pao editor in chief Lucie Cheng (BZEE_@_)
and I decided ending the section was the
best of the alternatives. Continuing with a
staff of one and half the support budget —
the other choice — it just wouldn't have
been possible to continue, especially at a time
when this section, in my view, was ready to
grow. This final issue marks enPOTS second
anniversary at eight pages per week.

When I came to POTS in Aug. 2003, 1
was basically given carte blanche to create an
English section, which for the first year —
from Sep. 2003 — was called POTS Extra
and thereafter called enPOTS. I would have
been stupid not to accept, and am still
grateful to Ms. Cheng and POTS editor in
chief Tnertia Huang (#FAHE) for giving me
the chance. Taipei didn't have a city paper or
any alternative news rag at the time, and it
always seemed to me that this made the city
scem kind of retarded. Taichung and
Kaohsiung both had monthlies supported by
far smaller expat populations, but then again,
they didn't have three newspapers with Friday
entertainment sections, however lame and
filled with newswire copy some of those
sections were (and are). So I entered into
this weird experiment to make POTS bilingual,
to do a paper in two languages with little
translation (there was some), just different
groups of writers pounding their beats.

But, doh! There was never a business
plan. As a journalist, I didn't have the time,
or really much inclination, to develop one,
and our staff in-house didn't have a clue

when it came to the foreigner market. Plus
they were too busy playing computer games
and chatting on MSN. So I quit worrying
about our invisible circulation and other
minor nags, wrote them off, and began
looking to POTS' subsidized existence as a
luxury that enabled me to do the paper I
wanted to do. Yeah, it was stupid, but then
again, what the hell.

And enPOTS grew — never to my grand
vision: weekly sections for art, music, books,
film, food, and bars and clubs plus listings,
features,
level where we could cover issues that
weren't looked at setiously elsewhere, like the
encroaching xenophobia that may be the dark
side to DPP/TSU nationalism and the
shameful, widespread abuses against migrant
workers from Thailand, the Philippines,
Indonesia, and Vietnam.

And now the rug is pulled out from
underneath, so where does that leave us?
Back in good ol' retarded Taipei, perhaps.
Foreigners in Taipei have always loved to
gripe about the newspapers, and I think the
main reason is because the three out there
(and now maybe ICRT as well) don't really
care about serving the foreign community
(unless you count the Grand Hyatt). T don't
know how many expats realize this, but it's
just not part of their mission and never was.
People here start and fund newspapers for
reasons of political clout. The Zapes Zimes’
primary mission — 1 worked there for three
years — is to support a green-tinted version
of Taiwan's international cause by covering
stories it hopes the international media will
pick up. The Zaswan News and Cluna FPost
cach with probably half the size of the Taipei
Times, are sorrier versions of this and
continue running because it doesn't cost that
much to fill 20 pages a day with stories
from Reuters and the Associated Press.
Readership of the three ranges from 50 to 80
percent local, and the papers' presidents have
in recent years been continually vexed with
the question of whether their main focus
should be reporting news or teaching English.
And until some foreign interest becomes a
major shareholder in any of these businesses,
that's how things will stay.

Of course Taipei still has the two
monthlies. There's Zz/waz Firz, whose main
market is local women in their 20s and 30s
(and hope to marry the white businessmen
who go to the bars they write about — and,

and columns — but at least to a
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goodbye everybody

No joke, we've lost our budget. Here's the official version of how it happened

oh, by the way, Donovan, will you please
someday hire a graphic designer?). The other
is 2#*7 fun gonzo from Taichung, which
unfortunately knows nothing about Taipei,
much less what events might be going on
here. To them I say good luck. But what's
clear for the moment is there is still no one
out there who even looks like they're going
to put all the pieces together. Forumosa.com
is probably the best bet, it certainly has the
most information. But then again, in the
future, who knows?

To end, I just want to thank my writers,
interns, and one freelance ad sales guy, the
people who put their heart and soul into
articles at NT$1.5 a word (or less) and made
the last two years possible: Will Mounger,
Andy O'Brien, Sarah Ankersmit, Emily Wu,
Karen McMurdo, Matthew Labouvie, Fang,
Irene Chen, Hartley Pool, Susan Kendzulak,
Malcolm Parker, Ian Rowen, Sen-lun Yu,
Brian Kennedy, Michael Fahey, Wolf Reinhold,
Gerry, Queen B, Wino Pete, Floaty, Chatles
Leary, Leon, Charles McHale, Mei Huang,
Hyatt Lee, Tsering, Sean Scanlan, and all the
other contributors. Also thanks to POTS staff,
especially Lionel Yau. And also to you the
readers, thanks for secking us out and picking
us up.

Lastly, for those with any questions about
business or circulation, you can contact our

sales section at: (02) 8667-6655 x243.
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| BY MALCOLM PARKER

Book: Speaking in Images: Interviews with
Contemporary Chinese Filmmakers

Author: Michael Berry

Details: paperback 564 pages, Columbia
University Press, Sep. 2005, ISBN: 0231133316

WELL, THIS is it, the swan song, and I am
feeling a little blue and more than a little
bloated and blocked. Could be the reams of
greasy celluloid I have shoveled through my
poor brain in the past months, lipidic pools
in the cinematic colon, boiling and frothing
like Satan's Jacuzzi. Something's rotten and
dying and I would be afraid it was my soul
if it wasn't for the anger, that wonderful heat
that Chim chiminey,Chim chiminey, Chim
chim cher-ee, is going to pump that bilge out
of me.

It is the time of year when we, that is,
the critics, are supposed to regale people with
a top ten list, comprised of films that people
will never have the chance to see; those films
that were seen within the enraptured darkness
of a major film festival, or in a city with a
great independent cinema. That isn't
happening because 1 am just so damn bitter
at the moment.

Bitter with the oft repeated realization that
most films are just banal crap. I don't just
mean Hollywood or commercial films, I mean
everything. It's like reading a good book, then
reading something phenomenal like 47222
Karemina or Austerlizz and thinking: Hey, that
good book isn't that good, is it? So, that's
happened. Again. Only this time it may have
been Ao Kong which is good, but it made
me remember the passing train shot in Hou
Hsaio Hsien's Cafe Zumiere, which is just
unbelievable, and 1 sadly realized that
watching most stuff is the equivalent of
cating 10 kilo bags of puffed wheat.

So you would think then that I would be
happy: no longer do 1 have to submit myself
to the torture of watching Rob Schneider
movies. If only passion were that easy, but,
alas, this is an zzowur fou, and 1 am in a
lapse of fervid desire, a small hole in the
maelstrom, but I shall vibrate once again like
a certain coyote after a bottle of earthquake
pills. So this time I wish to write about a
book. It happens to be a film book — a
series of interviews with Chinese directors —
that fulfilled the major requirements of a
good cinema book: it made me feel ignorant;
it educated; it caused me to search in futility
for films mentioned that were not transferred
with an extra helping of mud filter; and it
restored faith.

Speaking m lmages: lnterviews with
Contemporary Cluese [Hmumnakers, by Michael
Berry, is engaging because it lets the directors
speak, and it is refreshing to read artists talk
about their work and medium. Nicely
structured, it begins with an old school
Mainland director, Xie Jin @ET%), who is in
his 60th year of filmmaking, and ends with
Evans Chan, a current director in the Cahiers'
mold, a critic turned intellectual filmmaker
who lives in New York. In between are the
major figures from the two recent major
movements in Chinese cinema — the Fifth
Generation from China and New Taiwan
Cinema — those that come after, and some
independent directors from Hong Kong like

MICHAEL BERRNYS

FOREWORD BY

MARTIN SCORERSES

L

Fruit Chan (]3%%) Rather than enumerate
the interviews I shall just offer a ramble.

Li Yang (§T§7}, director of the harrowing
DBlind Shatt is the last of the Mainland
directors to be interviewed, but he makes one
of the greatest points: "[generations] are not
divided by ages, they are divided by ideas and
orientations." His astute observation promotes
a more fluid taxonomy of the Chinese
directors, one that places Chen Kaige (ﬁ%éﬂﬁ)
and Zhang Yimou (é'ﬁ #h %%) apart from the
more realist directors like Tian Zhuangzhuang
(Bﬂﬁfﬁi‘), though he, like them, is considered
a Fifth Generation director.

Perhaps escapist literariness versus
grounded realism is more appropriate. Both
Chen and Zhang began with JYelow Farth —
a flashpoint for most of the directors — and
Zhang has made quieter films since, they are
known for florid costume dramas that have
little direct links with contemporary society —
witness Chen's 7%e Promise his wu xiz film
opening this week (see a review on the facing
page). Tian states that the later filmmakers
possess an innate cinematic language, nurtured
on a diet of images, but lack social
experience. That diet, however, often began at
the famed Beijing Film Academy, where the
directors had access to a wealth of
international cinema, particularly the French
New-Wave (though they never mention
Godard's Maoist phase. Hmmm...). Moreover,
it is Chen and Zhang who strive for being
recognized as image producers, creating the
dervishes of color and patterns that
overwhelm, while the others concentrate on
providing access to a social experience that is

often joltingly real, even if, as Li Yang says,
they experienced it as they made the movie.

This would bring the other directors more
in line with the New Taiwan Cinema of Hou
Hsiao Hsien (@édﬁiﬁé), which, though
intensely cinematic and beautiful, is fixed on a
definite reality. Fruit Chan, too, would belong
to this latter category. Though with
Hollpwood Hong Kong he began to slip into
the carnivalesque world of Fellini, he retains a
very biting social viewpoint as demonstrated
in his Dumplings segment from last yeat's
horror omnibus Z7Zzrec: FExrremes.

There are two points, however, that
embrace all the filmmakers within their evil
tendrils: financing and distribution. Filmmaking
is expensive, but once something is made it
can be even more difficult to get it seen. I
was able to see Edward Yang's (T%{%E)
awesome A Cune and 2 7wo (——) in a
cinema, but that is only because I wasn't in
Taiwan, where it hasn't been shown despite
its numerous international plaudits. Perhaps
Hou's 7Z%e SPO7 will prevent such future

travesties.

PS. For this week, go see Haneke's Cacle,
Jarmusch's Zroken Flowers and Cronenberg's
History of Violence. Memorrs of 2 Gersha
looks like Stowwzrs but not as fun. Run
from Aevolver.

Thanks to Dave for grving me this Litle
corer, Steven Bradbury for the loan of the
book AV ger 1t back), and to those of you
who read this column. [ can be reached at:
mdtusron (ar) yathoo.ca.




BY SEN-LUN YU, in Beijing

IT IS unfortunate and perhaps too literally
true to say that The Promise (ﬁ*@) is just
an unfulfilled attempt to combine Lord of the
Rings and Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon
(EAFEJEHE). Indeed, China's "fifth generation"
director Chen Kaige's (PE/LHK) went into the
filming full of ambition, aspiring to make the
first Chinese fantasy epic. What he managed
however was a cumbersome story and a
couple of effects-heavy battle scenes, the most
involved of which features 30,000 barbarians
and a suicide squad of slaves being chased by
a (badly) computer-generated seca of bulls.

Last weckend I saw a rare scene in
Beijing's cinemas. The box office was jammed
with moviegoers, a lot of them cursing about
sold out screenings. Then on the other side
of the cinema, the people coming out were
also cursing — about how they felt cheated
spending a full day's salary to see "a piece of
trash."

I didn't feel cheated but I could relate.
The Beijingers thought The Promise yet
another overblown epic full of exoticized
martial arts and Chinese landscapes, just like
Hero (Ftfff) or House of Flying Daggers (-
[HIHE(R). But to be fair, The Promise is not
as vapid as Zhang Yimou's (JREEFK) last two
films. Chen Kaige, at least, was trying to get
some themes across.

Chen deserves credit for decontextualizing
the film, for not specifying any time period
or location, and thus abstracting any Chinese
historical connotations. The story is vaguely
set in the ancient Orient. It begins with a
little girl becoming orphaned after a fierce
battle, then taking charity from a goddess.
But in return she must pay the price of
never being able to experience true love.

Thematically, this sets the stage for a film
about destiny and individual freedom, and in
this, Chen is aiming more for Greek tragedy
than ancient Chinese lore. The players include
the General, a slave, and the cursed queen.
The General, Japanese star Hiroyuki Sanada,
is proud, valiant, and clad in crimson armor;
he will win every battle and yet is doomed
to a final, crushing defeat. The slave played

Cultural Production [Artl]

Cultural Production [Filml

Chen Kaige: victim of ambition

Don't think of it as a Chinese fantasy epic run amok, think of it as a decent B-movie

o 1 Lt =
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Crom laughs at your four winds — oh, wait. Wrong movie.

by Korean actor Jang Dong-gun, a survivor
who transforms himself from a begging slave
to a man fighting for love. Then there's the
little girl turned into an ill-fated queen, Cecilia
Cheung's (7RfH:Z) character, who is passive
against fate; she falls for the wrong man and
believes it is true love.

The fantasy, meanwhile, enters through
mythic-type elements, like a man who can
run as fast as the wind and a snow country
in which everyone has distinctive feet. But

Transnational Taipei

BY SUSAN KENDZULAK

Exhibition: Border-crossing: the Shadow Dance of
Cities

Place: Taipei Artist Village, 7 Beiping East Rd.
(AL S AL TS 75%)

Dates: Through Jan. 22

FIFTEEN YEARS ago, the groundbreaking
exhibition "Cities on the Move" by two
Paris-based curators, Hans-Ulrich Obrist and
Hou Hanru, examined globalization and in
particular the rapid urbanization of Asian
cities. The traveling exhibition also emulated
the cities in flux, was noteworthy for bringing
Thailand's tuk-tuks to Vienna, and to its
credit, spawned hundreds of exhibitions

exploring similar issues of the wortld's rapidly
blurring borders and identities.

It is with that spirit that emerging curator
Sandy Lo Hsiu-chih ($#£75 ) came up with
"Border-crossing: the Shadow Dance of Cities,"
cutrently on view at the Taipei Artist Village.
The show debuted at the Tainan Art Center
in July, but has since added several more
artists to grow into its current, expanded
form.

Border-crossing touches on a lot of
hot-button topics like transnationalism,
nomadism, and the exotic and looks to open
international dialogues. Many of the works are
videos, so be prepared to watch do a lot of
watching as the main gallery space looks like
a television showroom tuned to different

PHOTO: CHINA FILM GROUP

too often, the CG effects wear thin. And
they are grafted onto a drama bearing the
shadows of Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon.
Themes like pride, desire, and losing one's
beloved are thrown in pell-mell, but Chen
doesn't mold strong characters and thus fails
as a result of his own ambition. In the end,
it's hard to be moved when we see Jang
Dong-gun carrying Cecilia Cheung flying
towards the sky, chasing time, and trying to
break the cycle of fate.

stations. A video by the group City Massage
who document their absurd performances in
front of famous NY museums; artist and
designer Akibo Lee (ZEHHIH) has his own
darkened room which projects his fractal-like
designs; Lin Pey-Chwen (FIiJE) has her
pretty LED installation of butterflies; the
Japanese multimedia duo Off Nibroll exhibits
a fun interactive piece, the identity issue is
covered subtlety with several of the western
artists living in Asia such as yours truly; and
Beijing-based photographer Daniel Traub
captures the rapidly new changing city with
photojournalist-style work.




Listings

Christmas Events

% % Christmas Concert
EiEae3))

Dec 22 at 7pm

German Cultural Center ({E=2{k.H.(s), 12F,
#20 Heping W. Rd, Sec 1 (FIZFPufig—E¥20%%
124%)

Tel: (02) 2365-7294

Free Admission

German Alpine zither musician Willi Huber
performs both romantic and classical music
to celebrate Christmas.

% AXD

Dec 24

GAY CHRISTMAS and FOLLOW ME SAGITTARIUS
DANCE PARTY. NT$1000 for women, NT$800
for men at the door, NT$600 in advance.
Sagittarius can enjoy NT$100 off at the door.

% Bliss

Dec 24

MERRY ABSINTHE CHRISTMAS PARTY, all you
can eat buffet with live rock classics from
TORCH and CROSSROADS and absinthe.
NT$1000, NT$800 in advance.

Y Eden

Dec 24

MERRY X-MAS PARTY, sponsored by PUMPITUP
and ESPDJs and featuring house DJs SAUCEY,
PITT, SANDOZ and a special guest, this party
promises "Christmas Treats and Holiday Beats".
Advance tickets available for NT$800 @ Eden.
* Luxy

Dec 24

MACHI presents MACHI CHRISTMAS PARTY.

Machi is a rapper boy band, and one of the
biggest in Asia, especially in the Chinese
speaking world. They're an offshoot or maybe
later version of the California ABC unit
called LA Boyz, which was popular with tee-
ny boppers in the late 1990s. For Christmas,
they come to, like, reprazent! Yo! Check it!

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

Dec 24

XMAS EVE SPECIAL with the proclaimed "God-
father of Rock Breaks" ADAM FREELAND.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

Dec 24

2005 MAGIC XMAS PARTY-MIDDLE EASTERN
BELLY DANCE (2005 Jf %] 5 FE S & - rfr o it i
4#%), the mysticalest and ferventest art of
ethnic dance. 7pm, NT $350 w/ a drink.

% Swank XXX-Mas Warehouse

Party

Dec 24

Warehouse 1-3, Hualien

Time: 9pm to early morning

Info: www.swank-dj.com

Tickets: NT$400 at the door, NT$350 in ad-
vance

This Christmas Eve, Swank productions is
bringin' it to you the same way it all began-
with bangin’, funky house music from inside
a warehouse! This event promises to be one
of the hottest parties Hualien has ever seen
with sexy dancers, a rockin' sound system,

visuals, and 2 live bands.

YyUnder Dance Hall

"SAT NOVEMBER 26TH:

Marcus Aurileus
Megan & Jr
Saucey

Introducine

DJs:

24*seven TAIPEI LAUNCH PARTY

Dec 24

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (%
JETTi R SRS U R 18257 1F)

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

Formerly known as Purple, Under is one of
Taipei's better regarded "underground” estab-
lishments. Sat, Dec 24: CHRISTMAS PARTY
featuring DJs TIGER and STONE. NT$500.

New Year's Events

All events take place on Dec 31.
For certain addresses, see individual
listings below.

% 2006 Taipei Civil Plaza
New Year's Eve Celebration

and Parties

Taipei City Hall Plaza (&dbiBufFEEEs), 1,
Shifu Rd (GALTfFEE15%)

Tickets: free

Web: http://english.taipei.gov.tw/TCG/index.
jsp?recordid=7175

The New Year's concert, hosted by the Taipei
City Government, is always the largest and
attracts the most crowds in Taiwan. This
year, the government has plans to broaden
the scope of activities to the nearby Xinyi
community ({ZZEE).

The concert will hosted by CAI KANG-YOUNG
(25 7k), CENG GUO-CHENG (2 [ ¥k), XU
NAI-LING (7&/5l#) and features an all-star
cast including A-MEl ([ 2), STEPHANIE SUN
(FRZ), ELVA (FFERET), MAYDAY (7iHK),
S.H.E., F.LLR., MACHI (Jiii&), CYNDI (F.[»%),
YVONNE (3F#Ejik), A-DO (fi#1:) and more. In
addition to the live concert, there's also a
gorgeous fireworks show at Taipei 101.
6pm-midnight.

% Entertainment Azio New
Year's Eve Celebration in
Concert

(RS Er)

Taipei Arena (&JL/NE#), 2, Sec 4, Nanjing
E Rd, Taipei(5LriFg s BEE I EE257)
Celebrity anchor PATTY HOU ({z{fl4)and fa-
mous TV host WANG WEN-HUA (Fs2#E) will
be co-hosting the show the whole night up
until the final countdown. The party also
serves the purpose of playing matchmaker,
and welcomes singletons to open up and
meet new dates through the crowded yet ro-
mantic atmosphere. Some of the most popu-
lar entertainers of the island will join the

performance, including pop idols Jay Chow
(JE A ffr), SHE, and Lee Hom (F JJ%%).
6pm-midnight.

% 2006 New Year's Power

Concert

Miramar Entertainment Park (& i 3 /7 44 [ ):
1F Waterfront Plaza (7k # %) & 5F Sky
Square (PR JE%;)

20, Jingye 3rd Rd. , Taipei (&dbmidpliE
= FR20%5)

Bands CHAIRMAN (#£49if), HIHER (%F5d), Bl
Bl (8.2 5%), MOJO, WON-FU, and others light
up the night on two separate floors of Mira-
mar. Wines, beers, and

Taiwanese snacks are available all you can
eat. There will also be a fireworks show.
From 6pm.

% Bobby Chen 2006 New
Year Concert

B 20064 Jfaih BSAEHIE S

Taipei International Convention Center at Ple-
nary Hall 0159

(BALBIE g 0 K8 50159)

1, Sec 5, Xinyi Rd, Taipei (5LITifS#EEIEL
155%)
Tickets: 900-2500 through
ERA System
Web: http://www.ticket.
com.tw

BOBBY CHEN's (ffi5) is a
rambling, drinking guitar
singer and natural comedi-
an who has been called
the Taiwanese Bob Dylan,
the Taiwanese Johnny Cash,
and other much more, but
he is clearly an elder
singer entertainer with his
own well-deserved niche.
Every year brings in the
new year with a concert.
This is his 12th. In addi-
tion to his songs from his
classic repertoire, he'll al-
so reinterpret the famous
song "One Night in Beijing.
" 8pm.

% The Face
GOODBYE '05 - SUPERMOD-
EL! The Face invited a
group of Shanghai Super-
models to come and help
bring in the New Year.
First 50 entrants may take
part in a special photo
session with the models.
NT$1000.

% The Living
Room (/|\ % Jiz #.4%)
NEW YEARS EVE SKA PAR-

TY. Party in 2006 with
great music and cool peo-

ple. Wear your best MOD outfit and skank to
some ska with THE SOUND CLASHES! 10:30pm,
NT $200 cover + NT$300 minimum.

% Luxy

2F REMIX PARTY with the British trio
KOSHEEN features a live PA set in the Lotus
Room. Think soulful breakbeat. Also on the
same night, the Grammy-winning hiphop su-
pergroup BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY, known for
their fast harmonious rapping.

% Tokyo City (Kaoshiung)

459 Zhongshan 2nd Rd, Kaoshiung

Tel: (07) 535 - 2167

DJ ?SYNTAX ERROR brings you a wicked New
Year's Eve party in one of Kaoshiung's hot
spots, Tokyo City. This event promises de-
viant hypnotic house music for freaks. Men
NT$400, Women NT$200.

*The Wall (i3 %)

TIGER CHEWING NEW YEAR'S PARTY (Iifk f2£%),
three nights of music from Dec. 30 to Jan. 1.
Featuring LTK COMMUNE (J#7kiZ/\iit), rock,
SUGARPLUM FAIRY (fHHg55%), post-rock, BACK-
QUARTER (PU43f), hard rock, PEPPERMINT
(Hif%E), indie, 88 GUAVAS (/|- UHEISHT),
rastabilly, ZHANG XUAN (5E%%), brit-pop, LA-
DYBUG (¥&), post-punk, SMOL, rock, TONIC
(Jp), SNOBLIND (HK), CHAIRMAN (# £ ),
rock, WANG-FU (i:1&), pop, SOWHAT, rock,
& 8MM SKY (8JF >k K Z%), post rock. Web:
www. TigerChewing.com Tickets: NT $800 for
package; NT $500 for single day through
www. HitoRadio.com

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Bliss

148, XinYi Rd, sec 4 (HILiTi{E7REF UL 14857)
Tel: (02) 2702 4371

Formerly known as Chocolate and Love, Bliss
maintains the convivial atmosphere, Absinthe,
and all night jams of its former embodiment
with the addition of a new cityscape mural
and refurbished bathroom. Cover charge for
all bands NT$100. Fri, Dec 23: BIG BRASS
BALLS BLUES BAND, good solid rock. Sat, Dec
24: see above. Wed, Dec 28: DAVE FOSTER,
South African acoustic rock. Thu-Fri, Dec
29-30: CROSSROADS, the owner's band plays
classic 60's rock.

% Blue Note (& )

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(R 0T fREE = B 719744

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from 9:
30pm. Cover varies for special shows. Tues-
day: UNO QUARTET (&SUF#EHIES 1), NT$300
minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUARTET
(B30 E31-444]), with guitar, tenor sax, bass,
and drums, NT$300 minimum. Fridays: META-
MORPHOSIS (% & i} - %%[#]), piano, tenor
sax, alto sax, bass, and drums, NT$350, w/
drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES & GU-HAO (/5
IFHEPUE S & FCThEYE), a jazz quartet plus
a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.

*Citizen Cain (X H &)

67 Dongfeng St, Taipei (f5LiiH E156755%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and
foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin’ and groovin' with the "big dawg,”

10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,
7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room (/] % &
%)

3F, No. 8 Nanjing E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&t
TR R SEL 85314

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Minimum charge of NT$300 per
person. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands (75 fi
B %57%), the latest new bands from the lo-
cal college music scene, 8:30pm - 10:30pm,
NT$100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA ISLAND JAM
w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS (&f8E + 4
#%) a Japanese reggae band, 8:30pm-12:30am.
Thursdays: The Workshop (& & &l5), open
mic for art films from 8pm, followed by
readings, and performances. All musicians
welcome, but make sure to book in advance.
Fri, Dec 23: CHRISTMAS WITH THE ORIGINALS.
The Originals play a punk rock mash up of
all your favorite songs from when you were
growing up. 10pm, NT $100. Sat, Dec 24:
THE RETROSEXUALS, saxophonist  Corbett
Wall's latest music project brings you back to
the late 60's funky junk. If you can do the
boogaloo, you get a free drink. Tue, Dec 27:
ROCKIN' THE YIN SIDE, featuring BRACES (%
%), sweet rock & C MAJOR (C ki), fresh
and sweet indie pop. 8:30pm, NT $100. Wed,
Dec 28: FORMULA (5#2z(), funk rock & MO-
JO, rock. 8:30pm, NT $100. Fri, Dec 30:
THE RETROSEXUALS. 10pm, NTS$ 150. Sat,
Dec 31: see above.

event
information

enpots@lihpao.com

% NTU Corridor Cafe (3@ i vv
HE4E)

NTU Sports Center 1F (&5 KEFAIEHEAE —
f4), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S
Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656
Website: www.alucafe.com
The coffee shop and performance venue at
National Taiwan University. Mondays and
Tuesdays: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. NT$350 with drink.
Sat, Dec 24: see above. Sun, Dec 25: HONG
JING-TING AND STUDENTS' MUSIC CONCERT (3t
e il 4R T 22 44 ). 3pm, no cover. Fri,
Dec 30: CHIPIN & KAIYA (FHZERLSHER+ &
Z%%), a famous Taiwanese jazz violin and pi-
ano duet, 8:00pm, NT$350 w/ a drink. Sat,
Dec 31: LIN ZHUO-YIN (#k:=i2%) & ZHENG
YI-FANG (fi1475)- Pipa & Bamboo Flute Duet
(FEE&T T - AEEZE4). 3pm, no cover.
6:30pm, no cover.
% Riverside Music Cafe (/7 #
=
B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei
LRI I 3R 2445 255B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT$250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Thu, Dec 22: T-FUNK ALL STARS BAND,
NT $400. Fri, Dec 23: G8 ROCK PARTY JAM,
NT $400. Sat, Dec 24: JAZZY XMAS EVE (%
- EEHE %), NT $500, advance ticket. Sun,
Dec 25: WONDERLAND X'MAS PARTY, featuring
TOTEM ([ i), emo-rock & TIZZY BAC, jazz
plus rock & WANG-FU (fE#E), pop. NT $400.
Tue, Dec 27: COSMOS PEOPLE (i A), un-
derflow, post-grunge, rock, nu-metal & CAN-
DY WINE (## £ 4), rock. Wed, Dec 28:
CHEERY BOOM, rock & NEON, pop. Thu, Dec
29: SUNNY 4 & VIRGIN WIIKY. Fri, Dec 30:
LIN ZHI-XUAN (#R& %) & ZHAN ZHAO-YUAN
(JkE) w/ guest XIE YU-SHU (#13). New
album presentation. NT $400. Sat, Dec 31:
RIVERSIDE ALL STARS BAND (B54EEFAKREIS).

* Sappho

B1-1, Lane 102, Sec 1, Anhe Rd (ZZFli%—F%
1023:15%B-1 )

Tel: (02) 2700-5411

This cozy lounge bar proffers plenty of comfy
seating and unobtrusive lighting, and features
live jazz every Wednesday and Thursday. DJ
STIN spins Indian and African music on the
weekends. All shows NT$300 minimum. Even
Wednesdays: JAZZ YOUR MIND. Odd Thursdays:
BLUES VARIATION. Odd Wednesdays: KLAUS'
GROUP highlights a talented German saxo-
phonist. Even Thursdays: TENOR MADNESS.
Thur, Dec 22: The G-MAYS. British Acous-
tic-Rock covers and originals, 10pm.

% Shannon (%)

6 Dunhua N. Rd. (Z{bLEg65%)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Live music
gets going between 9 and 10pm on weekends.
Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT, w/ live music. Fri-
days and Saturdays: Live bands, NT$250 w/
drink.

*The Wall (i %)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (& dLmi#EHT
TR TUEY20055B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Fri,
Dec 23: LONG TIME NO SEE (47 A A H g ),
featuring LADY BUG (¥l&#), ska & CELLULOID
(F¥343%), rock. 8:30pm, NT $400; 5 for 1600.
Sat, Dec 24: UNLONELY XMAS EVE! ( “jiEi
BFC 77 ), featuring I.R.L.S, rock, FLOATING
LANTERNS & TIZZY BAC, jazz plus rock.
8:30pm, NT $600; buy 4 get 1 free. Sun,
Dec 25: CLOSE THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH
BY MY EARS (HFkH Z:HLiT i), featuring
CLAIRE (F@%£5i), post rock, SELFKILL, alter-
native & MY DEAR. 8:30pm, NT $300; buy 4
get 1 free. Thu, Dec 29: SOFT REVOLUTION,
featuring DOLLY'S PILLBOX (Zt#ijfygé4r), al-
ternative, TUBE, rock, & BITTER, brit-rock.
8:30pm, NT $300; buy 4 get 1 free in ad-
vance. Fri, Dec 30- Sun, Jan 1: see above.




% Witch House (4 & i)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, XinSheng S Rd, (& dLiii#r
RIS 3BE56 R 757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and is adjacent to a lesbian
bookstore. Food served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Dec 22: OPEN EYES
(B %), a local comedic band. Fri, Dec 23:
ZHANG XUAN (E%%), brit-pop. Sat, Dec 24:
SAMINGAD, JI JIA-YING & AM (fCBEF -~ #52 &
HLAMETEE]), 2 powerful female vocalists and
an excellent band. Fri, Dec 30: HUANG JIE
(% ¥ ), former bassist of the band 929,
whose music is more active.

Dance Clubs

*AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Jilong Rd, Taipei (&bifikk
[ —PL85fB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a welcome presence. Music tends to
be of the house and techno variety. Fridays:
NTS$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NTS$300 w/ drink b4 1am, unless other-
wise listed. Sat, Dec 24: see above.

% Brown Sugar

101, Songren Rd (GALIHIFAZEZ10157)

Tel: (02) 8780-1110

One of the few jazz places in town that
provides a heady mixture of show jazz, R &
B, and blues on most nights, and Latin danc-
ing on others. There is no cover, but prices
tend to range high. Wednesdays: LA RUMBA
featuring the MONTUNOS LATIN BAND is the
weekly rumba and Latin dance party. Sundays:
SALSA SUNDAYS! The MONTUNOS LATIN BAND
returns for a night of butt-shaking and ener-
getic salsa.

% Carnegie's

No 100, Sec 2, Anhe Road (ZZF1i% —F%100%%)
Tel: (02)2325-4433

Taipei's answer to Hard Rock Cafe, Carnegie's
is a rock bar/restaurant with bar top dancing
on party nights. Wednesdays: Ladies Night.
Fridays and Saturdays: cover NT$800 w/ 3
drinks or NT$500 w/ 1 drink.

% Club Wax

B1, No 67, Sec 2, Roosevelt Rd (%l #&is —
FeAT5%B1)

Tel: (02) 3365-3041

A medium sized pub/club that is usually
cram packed, many come to Club Wax for
cheap drink (all you can drink Wed-Sat) and
rowdiness. Music, while multi-genre'd, tends
toward hip-hop. Wednesdays: Live Band Night
with local group LADDER, NT$500 for men,
NT$350 for women. Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT!
Men $500, Women $100.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALT R BT EL 9857 1145)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
"BLACK PARTY", Eden's weekly hiphop night!
NT $300 after 11:30pm, free entrance prior
to that. Fridays: House Music with rotating
DJs, NT$500 with 2 drinks after 12, NT$350
with 1 drink before. Weekends: DJs spin hip
hop, sometimes house. Special parties ex-
cluded, no cover. Sat, Dec 24: see above.
Sat, Dec 31: CELEBRATE! Bring down the
house with house music all night. NT$800 in
advance.

% The Face

B1-1, 270 Zhongxiao E. Rd Sec. 4 (B Hi&
VUE%B1.2—)

Tel: (02) 2771-6065

One of Taipei's latest lounges, with spiffy
decor and good sound and lighting. Top 40
hip hop on regular nights. Mon & Tue: Couch
Jazz plays jazz standards all night. Wednes-
days: WOMENET, the resident ladies night.
men NTS$400 w/ 1 drink or free b4 midnight,
ladies free all night. Fridays: HOTLIPS with
the Face Go-Go girls. Men NT$800 with drink,
NT$400 before 11pm, women free! Saturdays:
SEXY BRA, a party for those who simply
refuse to share their undergarments with
their lovers alone. Men, NT $600 with 2
drinks, ladies NT$400 with 2 drinks, ladies
revealing their bras get free entrance and a
NT$500 voucher. Fri, Dec 23: HOT LIPS pre-
sents breakbeat MC group DA LUXE along
with special guests DJ KENNETH and MC
KINGLOVER. Men NT$800 with drink, NT$400
before 11pm, women NT $400 after 11pm,
free before! Sat, Dec 24: CHRISTMAS SIMPLY
RED, wear red and get a special gift.
NT$1000. Sat, Dec 31: see above.

* Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(AL 2 PR PO EL 20155 F)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive

in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleri-
a, and "Sugar" w/ house music in the Lotus
room, NT$600 for men with 1 drink, ladies
free all night w/ a special express line. Wed,
Dec 21: LIQUID LIFESTYLES presents 3P. No-
body knows what this means. Sat, Dec 24:
see above. Sat, Dec 31: See above.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lequn 3rd Rd, in Dazhi (¥ kil a4
TE=R83105% - KiE E#E)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men
NT$400, or NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Ur
ban HipHop Night, hip hop in the main room,
NT $350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Vibe
HipHop Party, NT $600, NT $350 b4 11pm,
girls wearing silk and gauze get in for free.
Saturdays: The Circus. Cab fare up to NT
$200 is deductible on entry, NT$600, NT$350
b4 11pm. Fri, Dec 23: SNOW BALL, featuring
guest DJ LA's KIMBERLY S, mixing soulful
house, pulsing tribal beats, trance and vocal
club anthems. Sat, Dec 24: see above. Fri,
Dec 30: DESTINATIONS presents a cast of 7
DJs, each of a different nationality. Dec, 31:
NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY featuring HYPER LIVE,
rock, breaks, and electronica.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (&b /\fEH54R13857124)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. The crowd is younger, and the music
tends to range from B boy to break dance
to American hip hop. Sunday, Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays: BACK
TO SCHOOL, hosted by DJs Rico and Emmy
playing Hip Hop, R&B, Reggae. Men NTS$600,
ladies NT$100, both all you can drink. Enter
wearing a school uniform before 11:30pm
and get in for free. Fridays and Saturdays,
ladies NT $350 w/ drink, men NT $500 w/
drink. Sat, Dec 24: XMAS EVE with a
large-scale, eclectic mix of rock, hiphop, and
electronica. Men NT$1000, women NT $800.
Sat, Dec 31: NEW YEAR'S PARTY features the
same mix with the addition of guest DJ
Japan's TA-SHI. Men NT$1000, women NT$800.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (5Lt /\fE54E 138571244

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
dominate the sound system. Sunday to Tues-
day and Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350.
Wednesdays: LADIES NIGHT, men NT $350,
ladies free all night, ladies free w/ 2 drinks
b4 11pm, free nail art and birdcage girls.
Fridays: BIKINI NIGHT girls wearing bikinis re-
ceive free entrance, everyone else NT$800.

Y Room 18

B1, No 22, SongShou Rd., Neo19 Building (&
ALTikAFEE%2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT $700, full
entrance redeemable at the bar. Wed - Fri,
Dec 21 - 24: Special resident guest DJ and
German national BEN MONO plays his down-
tempo beats for sofa-lovers along with classic
jazz bands JAZZANOVA and COMPOST.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Jinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
Jbrfi< LR 1 B15557B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 2-7am on weekends where anything
could and does happen. This late night (and
often last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club Roxy 99, but always includes some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only.
NT$300, or NT$150 after 530am.

Classical

% Welly Young's Musical -
Finding Home

(EEHMERE B B ST 4 Gt 05 )
Dec 24 at 7:30pm, 25 at 2:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % & %458), 21-1,
Zhongshan S Rd, Taipei (&L liEEg21.21
5%) - on the North side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888

Tickets NT $300-2500, through ArtsTicket
booking (www.artsticket.com.tw/NewSitePages
/Default.aspx)

This show will present Welly Young's recently
written musical Finding Home, a genuine

piece for the Broadway production. Being a
Chinese immigrant in New York, Young insin-
uated his early harsh years in the script of
this musical, narrating how courage is found
and dreams are fulfilled. Finding Home de-
picts a more inner-touched story, and will be
accompanied by Broadway-style melodies
played by the Zeus Symphony Orchestra, a-
long with the acting of Young and co-stars
Dina Morishita, Desi Jevon, Lauren Melendez,
and others.

% 2005 TIPC Percussions
Nouvelles

(200575 L BRI P T8 5 46T

Dec 28 - 31 at 7:30pm, 31 at 2:30pm
National Concert Hall (%735 %4408E)

Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888
Tickets NT $300-1100,
booking

Entitled "Percussions Nouvelles" for its innova-
tiveness in mixing different percussion instru-
ments, the TIPC (Taipei International Percus-
sion Convention) is presenting new percussive
forces from 10 various countries to offer an
Olympic-like musical banquet. The jointly
performed musicians and groups are: The Ju
Percussion Group 2 (Taiwan), Via Nova Per-
cussion Group (Austria), BiNg Bang Percussion
Group (Croatia), Strike (New Zealand), Asian
Woman Marimbists (Japan, Korea, and Taiwan),
and 4 MALITY Percussion Quartet (UK).

% The Ching-Yun Tu and

Shin Yue Chinese Orchestras
(R0 T BT S ] B ) 2R 5 )

Dec 25 at 7:30pm

Taipei Zhongshan Hall - Zhongzheng Auditori-
um (EdEid s R IEEE), 98 Yanping S Rd,
Taipei (5L TR R 9855)
Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888
Tickets NT $200 - 1000,
Ticketing

Headlining violin soloist Ching-Yu Tu, born in
Taiwan and currently living in France, has
been a well-known music prodigy, giving out
many successful tours around Germany, Aus-
tria, Italy, Swiss, Finland, and other parts of
the globe. The concert will be highlighted by
Tu's profound interpretation of the classic vi-
olin concerto "The Butterfly Lovers’, along
with the Shin Yue Chinese Orchestra.

% Love & Care - Lin Zhao-
liang and Qiu Yulan Charity

Concert

(Z HR I —MIEE B RS 5 )

Dec 27 at 7:30pm

Novel Hall (###), 3-1 Songshou Rd, Taipei
(GALTAFERL3-15F)

Tel: (02) 2381 - 1896

Free Admission with Complimentary Tickets
Available

Renowned Taiwanese-born violist Lin Zhao-
liang will be playing violin concertos such as
the prevailing "Zigeunerweisen Op.20" written
by the great composer and violist Pablo de
Sarasate. Held by Liver Disease Prevention &
Treatment Research Foundation, the concert
is dedicated to charity and shows the con-
cern for the less fortunate in facing the
coming New Year's Eve.

through  ArtsTicket

through ArtsTicket

% China Peking Opera
Theatre

(R 5B A2 A2 B R R )

Dec 20 - 25 at 7:30pm, 24 - 25 at 2:30pm
National Theatre (EHZZEkEIFE) , 21-1, Zhong-
shan S Rd, Taipei (HdbifithilFgEs21.215%) -
on the south side of the plaza

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Tickets NT$300-2000, through ArtTickets tick-
eting

With the strongest cast in the China Peking
Opera Theatre, plus popular actors from
provincial opera troupes, the show stages
some of the most eminent Peking Opera
works throughout last century. Each perfor-
mance role is played by the best credited
actors in China, including Old Male (% 74:)
Kuei-Zhi Yu, Virtuous Lady (#7¢) Sheng-Su Li,
Female Role ({f£ H ) Hai-Yan Li, and other
contemporary masters. Performers in the pro-
gram possess excellent skills and long-time
stage experience. Please note: No English
subtitles are available.

% Godot Theatre Company

2005: My First Wives
(SRFERE52005 8 L T KB L)

Dec 28 - 31 at 7:30pm, 31 at 2:30pm
National Theatre (EZZEkEIRz)

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Dec 21 - 24 at 7:30pm, 24 - 25 at 2:30pm
Metropolitan Hall (3% %), 25, Bade Rd,
Sec 3, Taipei (G5LT/\fEEE = F¢255%). Tel:
(02) 2577 - 5931

Tickets NT$400-2500, through ArtTickets tick-
eting (Please Note: the under NTS$1000 tick-
ets are all sold out at the National Theatre,
and NT$500 at the Metropolitan Hall)
Taiwanese celebrated entertainer Li Li-chun
(Z=37Ef) (who will be playing three different
roles in the play) and director Liang Zhi-ming
(RER) work together to create a fusion of

traditional and modern drama, focusing on
the gender dilemma in modern society. The
play narrates a story in which three couples
are having marriage crises, and all are hav-
ing extramarital affairs. The show explores
how marriage survives, at the exchange of
happiness, through laughs and tears.

% Tango Forever

CRIELAEER)

Dec 28 - 31 at 7:30pm, 31 at 2:30pm

Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall (EA% & 6E), 2F,
505, Renai Rd, Sec 4,Taipei (&dbifi{= &gy
E¥50557214)

Tel: (02) 2709 - 3788 (International New As-
pect Cultural and Educational Foundation)
Tickets NT$700-3500, through Artsticket tick-
eting

Through exotic Argentine music and drama,
dancers from Tango Forever Dance Group of-
fer moves that illustrate both the bold colors
and rich symbols of tango. Director and
founder of the group, Luis Bravo enjoys a
world-wide reputation with his achievement
vis-a-vis directorship and cello skills. Togeth-
er the performers will tango through classic
pieces by A. Piazzolla, Carlos Gardel, L.
Adrover and other master composers of tan-
go music. The Bandoneon, a traditional in-
strument, will be the pivotal driving force of
the performance throughout the show.

% Russian Literature and
Film Festival

(T e s Bl s B e )

Dec 30 - Jan 13

Spot (Ot:Ehi#Jk), 18 Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec 2
(b — Be1855%)

Tel: (02) 2511 - 7786

Tickets NT$220, NT$170 for member of Spot,
through ArtsTicket Ticketing

Also subtitled "The Color of the Words: From
Sholokhov to the Collapse of the Emperor,”
this film festival only features one Russian
film, POOR POOR PAVEL, the most popular
Russian film during the Taipei Film Festival
earlier this year. Winning numerous awards
back in Russia, the movie elucidates deeply
on the tragedy of Tsar Pavel, the heir of
Catherine the Great. Directed by one of the
most commendable film maker Vitali Melnikov,
this 2003 master piece is made in his recent
career, at the age of 75.

%Japan Film Festival

(H SR )

Dec 16 - 31

President Theater (f&ffiigkle), 4F, 59, Sec 1,
Zhonghua Rd, Taipei (&dbrfirpaEfg— 59574
)

Tel: (02) 2388 - 5576

Tickets NT$190, set ticket NT$600 (includes
four tickets), through ArtsTicket, Fnac, Eslite
Bookstores, and HiLife Stores.

Web: movie.eyohouse.net

Four currently celebrated Japanese films,
RIVER OF FIRST LOVE, 2 LDK, MY HOUSE,
and BLUE, are now within reach of the local
movie goers in Taiwan. Founded by Tung
Film Corporation (Hilifi 2 i), the festival
features films that have similarities to the
major Japanese film NANA,

2y

Museums

* National Museum of
History

(B T2 R (Y8

49, Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&JLiFIGEE4955%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web:www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR & PAINTED
POTTERY (& =% i@k ): Color glazed
pottery or pattern pottery is the most repre-
sentative of the cultural disposition of the
Tang Dynasty. The display possesses over 100
works of tri-color pieces, including terra-cot-
ta figures of civil, official and military of-
fice-holders, statues of the Emperor of Heav-
en, animal headstones, horses, camels |,
small animals and small items for daily use.
Through Dec 31.

TREASURES FROM THE CENTRAL PLAIN OF AN-
CIENT CHINA (CERABRE - i th 555 i 20 7 )
This exhibition features art spanning approxi-
mately 5000 years of history over 22 dynas-
ties in the mainland China. Through Feb 19.
GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURE ART-
ICRAFTS: Enshrine Show (H7 3 a2 ¥ ol e
B 2% 2 ). This multi-faceted exhibition is
divided into 7 various eras ranging from the
Stone Age to the existing Republic of China.
Through Dec 31.

% National Palace Museum

(B TZ B Y86

221, Sec 2, Zhishan Rd, Taipei (&biiZE
TRR2215F)




Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel-
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION
OF MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION (i %5,
PG I YRR ): The 359 ob-
jects included in Peng's donation encompass
a wide variety of objects, with the majority
comprised of gilt-bronze Buddhist sculptures.
These works of art represent periods span-
ning from the 11th century B.C. to more re-
cent times. Through Dec 31.

ASTONISHING HEAVEN:  CERAMICS,  JADES,
IVORY, CARVING, AND CURIO BOXES (fL [
W2 g Ko L LB 2 39 4%): These
elegant objects from previous dynasties and
previous exhibitions have come to symbolize
traditional Chinese culture in the hearts and
minds of many from around the world.
Through Dec 31.

THE BUDDHA LIGHT ILLUMINATING ALL: TREA-
SURED BUUDDHIST SCRIPTURES AND PAINTINGS
FROM THE MUSEUM COLLECTION (fff>Gi%ia —
Femk i b2 g ): The exhibition includes
two sections, The Buddhist Text ({fif%) and
The Buddhist Painting (ffl; ). The Buddhist
texts on display include imprints of the Sung
(4) (960-1279) and Yuan (JC) (1279-1368)
dynasties, works by famed calligraphers, and
scriptures transcribed by monks. The section
on Buddhist painting and calligraphy includes
examples of sutras by famous calligraphers.
Along with the individual forms of Chinese
and Tibetan renderings of lohans (%), they
illuminate the variety and wealth of Buddhist
art for all to appreciate along with the texts
and paintings. Through Jan 15.

% National Taiwan Museum
(RETZLEEYIEE)

2, Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (4
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw
Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of
Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

ANIMALS AND PLANTS OF TAIWAN ({5349
JE/IEE): this nature exhibition is divided into
seven distinctive parts that present a
cross-section of Taiwan's natural flora and
fauna.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BAETIL A AE)

181, Sec 3, Zhongshan N Rd, Taipei
PR B = B 18155%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays
ALIEN LAND - METROPOLITAN VARIATIONS (%
3% — I % 2= fl ): Multi-national art works
that discuss the subjective cultural definition
of "the city". Highlighting the metropolitan
theme, the exhibit is displayed in three sec-
tions: Geometric City, The Last Space, and
Alien Land. Through Jan 18.

LA VIE MODERNE, PARIS 1925 -1937 - LA
COLLECTION DE MUSEE D'ART MODERNE DE LA
VILL DE PARIS (FAFAFEAR— BRI HUR LM
Wy g ): 55 pieces of art work are selected
and put in display with the theme "La Belle
Epoque”(A Beautiful Epoch) from the Paris Mu-
seum of Modern Art collection. Famous French
artists at the showing include Henri Matisse
and Amedeo Modigliani. Through Feb 5.
CENTURY OF TREASURES - HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE PERMANET COLLECTION (f{t:#(# ji—2005
AL H R ) Starting from the founding of
the Museum in 1983, this collection has es-
tablished a permanent collection of more
than thirty-eight hundred pieces of artworks.
Through Jan 15.

FIGURATIVE PAINTING IN TAIWAN (& 18 H {448
#): With five main themes and over 70
keynote artists from Taiwan, the exposition
narrates the historical and contempo-
rary image of Taiwanese society. Through
Feb 26.

%*Yingge Ceramics Museum
(e ZS A RE)

200, Wenhua Rd, Yingge Township,
County (A IERFE IR (L EE20055%)
Tel: (02) 8677 - 2727
Open: Tue - Fri at 9:30am -
at 9:30am- 6pm

Web: 210.241.84.193/econtent/index.asp

The ceramic pieces in the museum feature
the historical evolution of Taiwanese ceramic
art throughout last century, which have been
carefully preserved from the Japanese Occu-
pation Era to modern times. Permanent exhi-
bitions include four distinctive themes: Tai-
wan Ceramic development, The Development
of Taiwanese Ceramics, Prehistoric/Aborigi-
nal/Modern Ceramic Arts, and Industry and
Precision Ceramics.

THE FOURTH TAIPEI CERAMICS AWARDS EXHI-
BITION (25 PYJE & AL 254% 2 ) : This biannual

LTS A 255%)

(it

Taipei

5pm, Sat & Sun

Q)
(RN A
Taipei Ceramics Awards has been a crucia
event to the Taiwanese ceramics community,
including three major categories: the
Achievement Award, Creativity Award, and

Thematic Design Award. Through Jan 8.

Galleries
* Eslite Gallery

(7 ET)

B2, #245, Dunhua Rd, Sec. 1 (&JLiigfb %
—F%24555%B2)

Tel: (02) 2775 - 5977 ext 583

Open: Tue - Sun 11am - 10pm

HSIA YAN VS YUAN JAI (2[5 VS #ffi): Hsia,
one of the earliest members of the Orient
Painting Association (5 /7 & ) during the
1950s, created oil paintings that reflect his
urban experiences in New York, Paris, and
Taiwan. Yuan, on the other hand, used Chi-
nese watercolor paintings to express the
boundless world of her own imagination. The
two artists clash in surprising harmony, caus-
ing sparks of cultural collision. Through Dec
25.
*Home Gallery
(R )
1F, #30-1, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec 3
= RE30-157145)
Tel: (02) 2591-4302
Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm
Web: home.kimo.com.tw/wang_4477/
A BANQUET OF CAST GLASS - LUO DEHUA'S
SOLO EXHIBITION (AIFRFETT FRIENEE —
15 #E 1 2 ) :Former Liuli Gongfang (¥i# T.55)
artist, Taiwanese glass designer Luo Dehua
combines lighting effects with glass. The ex-
hibit highlights the craftsmanship of everyday
objects, such as vases and other glass fix-
tures. Through Jan 25.
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*IT Park Art Gallery
(B ENE)]
2-3F, 40 Yitong St, Taipei (JLififHE{E40%552-3
)
Web: www.etat.com/itpark
Open: Mon - Sat, 1pm -12pm
Tel: (02) 2507-7243
A SOLO EXHIBITION BY ARTHUR OU - ON EV-
ERY NEW THING THERE LIES ALREADY THE
SHADOW OF ANNIHILATION: Through space
design and housing placement, the artist hy-
pothesizes that the destruction of humanity
lies within the daily encounters in our every-
day lives. Through Dec 25.
% Miniature Museum of Tai-
wan
(M2 TEYIER)
B1, #96, Jianguo N. Rd. Sec. 1 (ZtEJLEG—F%
96%5%B1)
Tel: (02)2515-0853
Web: www.mmot.com.tw
Open: Tue - Sun 10am-6pm
3D PAPER MODELS EXHIBITION (3D #5455 i ):
The exhibition displays accurate and detailed
paper models. Amateur and professional pa-
per artists use digitalized technique to design
hard-to-believe paper models, such as tower-
ing buildings or delicately made train models.
Through Dec 25.

% SLY Art

(HT4E[)

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd,
Taipei (HAbiHLHEEE —EA114515.225%)

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed - Sun 1pm - 8pm

Web: www.etat.com/slyart/

WU YU-TANG SOLO EXHIBITION (X5~ {fi] Jg2 ) :
Having been educated in France, young Tai-

THE

Q'/,-t" EEN@F® | ha ;\

/N /A-&a'f})n

wanese painter Wu released his recent works
for the fourth time in the SLY Art exhibit in

as many years. Wu is also a lecturer in SLY
Art and other academies. Through Dec 31.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (FALTHZALRES—FL25248:195731%)

Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tue - Sat, 11am-7pm

PARIS VU PAR - TU PEI-SHIH ([ i &« 22 J#f:
Il 55 5 52 (i Ji£ ): Taiwanese artist Tu Peishih
displays her unique view of the city of Paris
through photography. Through Dec 25.

* TIVAC
BB L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (&dL
TR 452955 148)

Web: tivac.net

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

BORDER-CROSSING: THE SHADOW DANCE OF
CITIES (85t :bhriise s —Adt LieEhiad): Hav-
ing invited artists from around the globe, the
two cooperating hosts, TAV and Shanghai
High Noon Art & Culture Center, organized
the displays in tribute to the great aesthetics
created between the modern transition and
urban conflicts within cities. Several displays
are listed according to individual artists and
their creations: Lin Pey Chwen and her "City
Matrix", Channel A (a group of forward artists)
for their "Luxus & Dream", Deniel Traub and
his photographical "Simplified Characters”, Su-
san Kendzulak with her profound work "Every-
thing is Dangerous’, and other works by dis-
tinctive international artists. All pieces are
related to city anxiety and indifference.
Through Jan 22.
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The Originals play a punk rock mash
up of all your favorite songs from
when you were growing up. It's like
being drunk in the 80's all over
again!
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Wall's latest music project takes
you back to the late 1960's for
some original old school funky feel
good get down soulicious knowhum-
sayin' boogaloo grooves. Wearing
white gogo boots will get you a
free drink!
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8:00PM-9:00PM  SPECIAL GUEST:  DJ
POINT feat. DJ+LAPTOP LIVE
FEATURING MORE FUN ELECTRONICA
FUNNY, TRICKY AND MUSIC FOR EVERY-
BODY #%MUSIC FROM:AFX/AGF/AMON TO-
BIN/BAINBRIDGE/BOGDAN
RACZYNSKU/COLDCUT/DIMDIM/DJ
POINT/E*VAX/GLOBAL GOON/PLAID/RAIN-
STICK  ORCHESTRA/SQUAREPUSHER/USA/
PIRIZEFRT WITHETET/ LIM GIONG /7.T.J
PROJECTOR IMAGE BY Tk / 2= £ i% /
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® The BeatSymposium pre—
sents Destinations

21:00 - 05:00 Mos Taipei Tel:
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® New Year's Eve Ska Party

w/ The Sound Clashes

10:30pm - 1:00am The Living Room /»

FHEEAE  $200

LT RS T B 8 3

il 02-8787-4154

Party in 2006 with great music and

cool people. Wear your best MOD

outfit and skank to some ska with

the Sound Clashes!

Taipei's purveyors of the sweet

sounds of SKA, ROCKSTEADY & REGGAE.

Supported by brass and melodious

harmonies, the Sound Clashes bring

back

the sounds of the authentic SKA big

bands of old.
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E— 25 (piano)
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W= (piano)

SEHAPY  TAMMY (Vocal) & SWING Band
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Christmas Night - fehffsIEEHTIEEIR
SEFRAELUXY
Machi presents MACHI X MAS PARTY
2005

FEAE AR I 2 HiT B 2 B TR B AR
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® Christmas Eve Dinner and
Live Jazz w/E 5!
12/24(75)Time: 10:00pm - 12:00am
The Living Room /NEEEEME  $150
LT e RS 8 3
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® New Year's Eve Ska Party
w/ The Sound Clashes

10:30pm - 1:00am The Living Room /)
FEEEM $200

LTI R R A B8R 3

FEaf: 02-8787-4154

Party in 2006 with great music and
cool people. Wear your best MOD
outfit and skank to some ska with
the Sound Clashes!

Taipei's purveyors of the sweet
sounds of SKA, ROCKSTEADY & REGGAE.
Supported by brass and melodious
harmonies, the Sound Clashes bring
back the sounds of the authentic SKA

big bands of old.
® REMIX PARTY

KOSHEEN (Live + DJ set)
21:00 - 05:00 LUXY 2F (02)2772-1000
HAHE RS PUER201 5758 [ [H] fE
] STRIERR: 0955 904 600
(VS5 OF S AR R AESH R theLOOP DJ [E]
BIEESE & ADl Clif KB RR
CITRUS DJ: SL + Saucey Jii¥i#E & K5
Angie+D] J-sixE5AEEI S 2F BT
Hide U”%iffy = A#HKosheenHi
Kosheen = AFHFA 19904E A AHA LIS T H
T BLRR AR 22 B AL A > FR 22 B SRR
Sian> i1 b2k {47 BT FERYEE & BUE &
Markee SubstancefIDarren DecoderWj A
2001 FE LA SR B Resist | M RLEH
EE4 il Hide U #1525 DanceStar
K™ A R Bl " - £ BBC Radio 1
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® Exchange with English

speaker
{ﬁi\}'m Goody, live in Taipei city.

//ET;/looking for someone who can ‘\\\\\
practice English conversion with me.

You don't have to be a native
Englishspeaker. Anyone who is good
at English is also welcome.

Besides the Mandarin(EiEE) I can
speak fluently, I can also speak
other two major local languages in
Taiwan, i.e. Taiwanese({5&5%) and
Hakka (% K:E) .

If you are interested in the local
culture of taiwan, you'll never want
tomiss these two languages.

In additional to the language, I
also have good computer-related
knowledge can offer you. As an
all-time scholarship winner during
the school life (NCTU, a leading
university in Taiwan) and got a
prize in the National Collegiate
Programming Contest, I'm confident
to teach you lots of useful
computer-related knowledge. Yup, for
the most people who just use the
computer, I can also help you on the
troubleshooting issues, teach you
many hands-on skills to maintain
your computer in good condition.

By the way, I love to play badminton
. I think my badminton skill is

good enough to teach rookies. If you
like to practice badminton. I'm a
good exercise partner from beginner
level to over-intermediate level.
OK, that's something of me. Wish we
can not only exchange the language
but also much interesting stuff in
life. If there's anything you would
like to exchange with me, please
contact me by:

E-Mail & MSN Messenger:
goody_wang@hotmail.com ~Skype:
goody_wang

®Language Exchange

Hello! My name is Fleta and I 'm a
college student. I'm looking for an
English native speaker who is
willing to have a language exchange
with me. The place we we meet may be
in Taoyuan. I have had experiences
in teaching foreigners Chinese and I
will prepare the learning material
for you. If you are interested in it
, please email me. Hope to hear from
you soon! A A

E-Mail: hope70036@yahoo.com. tw

® H XXX H = #lE

ETRE H S

FRBAEHARME T 34 FIHEEGE A (G
) HACH R AGRAB N A MR A AFEH
At A PR (—4F ) AR
FHGrIREOTAE |

AN FREESA S H 278 —
WEINEE O9WIR A HIRE - PR
0982-160180

®Languange exchange (
chinese—english)

Hello! nice to meet you .my name is
AYU,28 years old.

I am looking for a English native
speaker to be my friend and exchange
language. "

1 want to study in UK next year .

If you live in Taipei or Taipei
county and would like to have
Chinese friends to practice Chinese,
please e-mail to me. : )

E-mail: basara021@yahoo.com. tw

@ Looking for somone for

language exchange

Hello....My name is Sindy. I want to
practice my English conversation. I
am looking for someone who want to
learn Chinese. I can teach him/her
Chinese, and he/she will practice
and improve my English. T live in
Taiepi, and it would be convenient
for me if he/she is located in
Taipei,too. If anyone is available,
please contact me with my e-mail
address: jcl695423@yahoo. com. tw

or sindy695423@hotmail.com  Thank
you very much!

®Language exchange 785 X
I'm a graduate student in Taipei.l'm
a man and 22 years old.I would like
practice English conversation by
language exchange.If you want to
pretice Chinese.Welcome send me a

E-mail.Maybe we can also be good
friends.My address is:

swhitel006@yahoo.com. tw
At RS &
PO RN RIS 56 AR (A
B IR B-mail fA3% , IRAGIEHERE
sswhitel006@yahoo.com. tw !

@ English-Chinese

Hi, T am 21 years old.I am looking
for a female who's English native
speaker and wants to learn Chinese.
Please contact with me.
hy12301230@hotmail.com
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