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Moshing in the Third World

One week with the Pinoy 'red punks'

BY ANDY O'BRIEN

"PUNK IS not a fashion, it is a way of
life!" slurs a drunken middle aged punk
rocker, shaking his fist at a group of younger
punks outside a community hall in a small
village on Luzon in the Philippines. A group
of punks are having a heated argument over
the price of admission into the punk rock
show in the hall (US$ 1).

"Capitalists!" yells one kid with a red
bandana wrapped around his neck.

"We need the money to rent the space!"
another kid shouts back.

After twenty minutes of intense arguing,
which almost comes to blows at one point,
the crowd disperses, and the protesters walk
away down the country road. The old punk
screams after them in an affected British
accent, "Get off my land!"

Having grown up immersed in the punk
scene in a Western country that arguably
"birthed" punk rock as we know it, I was
not ready for the intensity of Pinoy punk.
While bands in my scene were speaking out
against the government's treatment of the
poor, military actions, and exploitation of the
Third World, these middle class punks were
very far removed from any of these injustices.
The Filipino punks, on the other hand, live
this reality every day. As one young punk
told me, "The Philippines has it alll Civil war,
famine, natural disasters, pollution — what's
your flavor?" Before I arrived in Manila to
meet my friend Emmanuel, who would host
me for most of my two-week stay, he sent
me an email: "I'm just going to warn you,
this is a Third World shithole." Of course, 1
had no idea what he was talking about.

I first heard about the Dirty Shoes
Collective when I was in Singapore. I was
looking for some Filipino music at a punk
store and my friend Shaiful handed me the
In the Name of Revoluton compilation. The
cover art depicted a brigade of rifle-bearing
men and women charging with visions of
overthrowing the government and installing a
socialist dictatorship dancing in their heads. 1
had read news stories about the New
People's Army's raids in the Philippines
countryside from time to time, but I didn't
know much about the thirty-year civil war or
the many grass roots leftist movements calling
for change. Emmanuel told me he personally
knew Rommel, Dirty Shoes Collective's
founder, and he would introduce me to him
and his band of red punks. A few days later,
we met Rommel near a chapter of Anak ng
Bayan ("Nation's Children"), a party list
organization under the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines. As we walked up
the creaky wooden stairs into the sparse,
dilapidated department, Rommel told me the
Anak ng Bayan members were in the middle

B ]
Yrreal, a 14yearold organizer for Anck ng Bayan, demonstrates of o fransport worker's strike. ~ PHOTO: ANDY O'BRIEN

of another "discussion." A college age kid
was writing on the black board, while five
other students sat around a table taking notes.

"They are all full-time activists and they
live here now," Rommel whispered pointing
to two doors with colorful tags: marked
"men" and "women." "Most of them have
dropped out of school to join the movement.
Melona over there was student body president
of Adamson University, but she was kicked
out for her 'subversive activities."

As we sat on the benches near the
window, Rommel explained to me all about
Anak ng Bayan and his Dirty Shoes
Collective. Anak ng Bayan was founded in
1998 as a left-wing youth party, recruiting not
just students (as was the primary focus of
such organizations as the League of Filipino
Students), but also working youths, street
children, and farm and factory workers. While
subscribing to the philosophies of the exiled
Communist Party of the Philippines chairman
Jose Maria Sison, Anak ng Bayan focuses on
the key issues for Filipino youths such as
high tuition costs, jobs, and affordable
housing. Ideally the group aims for a mass
mobilization of the peasants, proletariat and
"petty bourgeoisie," which would oust the
current regime, form a "patriotic and
democratic council of leaders," then begin
delivering all the socialist goodies to the
masses. After the Aquino administration
repealed the anti-subversion laws that were
enacted under the Marcos regime, these
"non-violent" leftist groups were allowed to
flourish, or so it seemed.

"T am an accountant actually," explained
Rommel. "So that makes me a petty
bourgeoisie, but 1 am still a friend of the

revolution. After spending my salary on food
and rent, I give 20% of my monthly pay to
the movement." Rommel told me that he had
a deep understanding of poverty in the
Philippines because he himself had grown up
very poor. From the age of six, he helped to
support his family by going door to door
looking for garbage to sell to farmers. He
made it through school on academic merit
scholarships, but he never forgot his roots.
Much to the chagrin of his family, he joined
a Christian left-wing organization in high
school. As he said, "It is my duty to support
the people who helped me move up."
Rommel told me he had first heard punk
rock in high school. "It was one of the most
powerful forms of protest music I had ever
heard," he told me. A few years later he
founded Dirty Shoes Records and released
two volumes of revolutionary Filipino and
Filipino-American punk bands. After a couple
hours, the smell of chicken and adobo came
from the kitchen and the room filled up with
young people laughing and chatting away.
Rommel told me that 50 pesos (NT$30) fed
the commune of twenty with one meal for a
day. A young long-haired revolutionary sat
cross legged, strumming a guitar and singing
the popular Pinoy punk band The Jerks'
rewrite of a Thomas Dylan poem, "Do Not
Go Gentle Into That Good Night" —
Children begoing m the streets at
pht/Knocking on cars untl the morming
Lot/ People standing in line for a ko of
zee/Welcome to the dathk ages, the eta of
Lres/Bur I go nor genty info the nfolit/ Rage!
Agamnst the dring of the loht
After we left, Emman asked, "So are you
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going to meet them tomorrow? How much
time did you say you had?"

"Yeah, I said 1 was free all day,"

Emman laughed. "Uh oh! Well have fun
with your indoctrination!"

The next morning a young kid met me
at a fast food restaurant and rode with me
in a jeepney to the headquarters. A smiling
girl wearing a bandana met me at the door
and introduced herself as Melona. We walked
to a vendor and bought a pile of cigarette
singles. "We're going to need a lot since this
is going to be a long three-part discussion,"
she said. For the rest of the day, from 1pm
until almost midnight, Melona delivered the
first two parts of the lecture — "The
History" and "The Problems," while another
girl named Rhea finished it with "The
Solution." until almost midnight, Melona
delivered the first two parts of the lecture
— "The History" and "The Problems," while
another girl named Rhea finished it with
"The Solution."

Soon my notebook was filled with
frantically scribbled notes about Spanish
colonization followed by the US colonization,
which continued the "semi-feudal,
semi-colonial system in connivance with the
local big bourgeoisie and big compradors.”
Having already taken a tour through the
garbage clogged slums of Manila, which were
overshadowed by enormous luxury
condominiums on the outskirts of China
Town, I was beginning to understand the
problems. However, Rhea and I had a
heated discussion over "The Solution."

"Wait a minute. Art, music, everything will
be moderated by the masses and you believe
in ABSOLUTE CONSENSUS?" 1 exclaimed.

"Of course,”" she said calmly. "But
remember if there is dissent, we...what?"

"Persuade not coerce," 1 answered, the
ten hour indoctrination having already worked
its magic.

"Exactly, now moving on...going back to
the Two-Stage Revolution..."

"But what about drugs, alcohol..marijuana?"
1 interrupted.

"Drugs will be illegal, alcohol - of course
not! Marijuana will be illegal."

"But what about cigarettes?"

Rhea looked a little worried. "Nol!
Never!" she exclaimed, snubbing out another
Marlboro Red. "But we w7/ nationalize the
cigarette companies."

"I'm just cutious about porn in your
utopia..."

"Tllegal. Definitely. It's a capitalist tool of
exploitation.”

"Well how about nationalizing the porn
industry and making "People's Porn' where
everyone and everything is exploited equally
for the benefit and entertainment of the
masses?"

She looked irked. "Ok, you see, you're
not getting it. We have another discussion on
this exact subject but it will take at least a
two to three days and that depends on
whether you can be persuaded. Remember
we persuade, not...what?"

"Coerce."

"Exactly. You're coming back right?"

Just then Rommel walked in wearing his
office clothes. He told me it wasn't safe for
an innocent looking white kid to be walking
around in their neighborhood at night, so he
walked me back to Emman's house. On the
way, he told me I had just sat through a
very brief (eleven-hour) lecture. "Sometimes
our discussions last thirty days — wake up,
discuss, eat, sleep, wake up and discuss." 1

had one more question about dissent under a
socialist dictatorship. "Will punk rock be
illegal?"

"Of course not," Rommel replied. "We
love punk rock, but it will be @#erent. We
monitor dissent and if someone is very
critical of our system we will try to persuade
them, but not..."

"Coerce. Right."

The following day I woke up with a
message from Melona inviting me to join
Anak ng Bayan in solidarity with the
transport worker's union in protest against
the government's decision to hike the price
on fuel — eleven times in the past year.
Melona met me at the station and we got
on a bus bound for Welcome Rotunda, on
the outskirts of Manila, near Quezon City.
On the bus, Melona told me they had staged
a protest carlier that morning, but it had
been broken up by the police. "The mayor
is pro-Arroyo and has made it extremely
difficult to have rallies in Metro Manila that
are critical of her regime," she said. As the
bus crept up to the square in the gridlocked
traffic, I had to cover my ears with the
sound of screaming, horns blaring, loud
drumming and beating of pots and tin cans.
Melona smiled, "Noise batrage."

Welcome Rotunda was filled with activists
holding banners, cheering, and wandering
throughout traffic with coffers asking for
donations to the movement. A clever
anti-President Arroyo song set to the tune of
YAMCA blared over speakers mounted on a
jeepney — OUST GMA/  Umte the people
and OU7 GMA—-AY""1 sat down on the
grass in the square while the girls rolled
cigarettes and made placards. One thin, shy
girl, who had been eyeing me for a long
time, finally spoke up,

"So where are you from?
really here?"

A little jarred by her blunt questions, I
replied, "Um..I'm from America. I just want
to learn more about your political situation."

"Well, we hate Americans."

Melona quickly intetjected, "We don't
hate Americans! We hate their capitalist
system and what their corporations and
military have done to our country. It's the
government, not the people.”

The girl finally smiled and said, "She's
right. That is true."

Melona turned my attention to a quiet
boy standing to my right. She told me his
name was Yzrael, the head Anak ng Bayan
organizer in his high school. I asked him
how his parents felt about his involvement in
the movement and he said they were fully
supportive since his mother was a member
of a left-wing teachet's union. He said that
although he occasionally had trouble from
the administration, he could always find
teachers who were sympathetic to the cause.
When asked what made him get involved in
the movement he said, "It is my duty to
show people and let people know about
suffering in this country."

Melona then introduced me to a tired,
weathered-looking middle-aged woman selling
cigarettes. She said her name was Nana and
lived on the "Smokey Mountain," a
21-hectare garbage dump on the outskirts of
Manila. Nana is from a southern province
and after her family lost their land, she came
to Manila to look for work, but could find
no other place to live, so she took up
residence on Smokey Mountain. Melona then
introduced me to a group of Anak ng Bayan
punks who live on the mountain organizing

Why are you

the squatters. A punk wearing a Casualties
shirt said that they lived in the same iron
shacks, eating the same garbage as the people.
"We pick up something like a piece of
rotten chicken and shake it, then cook it
again. We call this Az¢—52g" he told me.
Another punk said he lived in a cemetery
with another group of squatters who were
fighting the government's policy of forced
removal. "They push us from the train tracks,
from the garbage heaps, and from the front
of the Presidential Palace for President
Bushes' eight-hour visit. Where else are we
supposed to gor"

Around 7pm it began to rain and
Melona and I hopped into a jeepney, while
the other punks headed back to their squats.
On the way home the road suddenly became
flooded with four inches of water. Melona
smiled bitterly at my shocked expression and
said that this part of city flooded all the
time. Suddenly we caught a blast of cold
water and we saw a group of laughing street
children scooping up water with cups from
the flooded street. Melona scowled and
mumbled something about the children being
a product of American imperialism. I just
shivered and tried not to think about what
foul organisms from the backed-up sewers
were swimming around in that water. Later,
as we were having dinner, I remembered the
long line of police in riot gear and the stares
I received as an outsider at an
anti-government demonstration. 1 asked
Rommel if he ever felt in danger as a
member of Anak ng Bayan. He told me to
look at the liner notes of the "7z the Name
of Revolutonn” compilation. 1 pulled out the
paper insert. At the bottom was a little box
with the words: "In loving memory of
August Glen "Enteng" Astronomo (Born
April 18, 1980 — June 24, 2003) A tree is
born, a tree dies, but the forest lives forever."

Rommel told me August was a very
close friend and his next door neighbor. He
began to choke up as he told me the story:

"August was also a member of Anak ng
Bayan. He was an artist and designed many of
our signs, as well as painting many murals," he
began. "One spring he decided he wanted to
go to the countryside to paint murals in the
villages. One day he was picked up by some
government agents. They held him for several
days and accused him of being a member of
the New People's Army. When he denied his
involvement with the militias, they began
cutting off his fingers one by one. Then his
toes, his hands, his feet, his arms, his legs,
his torso and his head. He arrived in Manila
several days later in a box. They threw him
down on the table like a pile of garbage.
His body was covered in flies and worms —
his mother hugged his body and she cried
and screamed. We all did. We all know the
risks involved. Many Anak Bayan members
have turned up dead in the countryside, but
we have to continue the struggle. I really
miss him though."

By the time we finished dinner it was
about 11:30 and it was time to head to bed.
The next morning, I picked up a copy of
the Phpprne Daly lnguirer which had  the
page 15 headline, "Jeep Strike Fails to Get
Support." My comrades shrugged it off.
"What kind of coverage do you expect from
the big bourgeoisie?"

Andy OPrren 7s a punk rocker Lving in
Zaper. (He s not a2 commusy) st FPerson
s a page for mdividuals’ Tarwan experrences.
Send yours to: enpols@lilpao.com.




BY SUSAN KENDZULAK

A CLOSE Taiwanese friend told me that
his art teacher shows Hollywood movies in
class or lets them read comic books in one
of the city's top high schools. This type of
art education is typical, globally pervasive and
is nothing new. Years ago, when I was in
high school in New Jersey, we drew pictures
of whatever we felt liked while listening to
KISS albums stoned (oops, giving away my
age here). However, many of these students
who remember art class as playtime will later
become policy makers determining budgets
for the arts. So it is not too surprising that
politicians and other decision makers often
slash arts funding, as they were taught that
art is the ultimate slacker subject. This is
quite unfortunate as the arts do provide a
type of road map for our lives, helping us
to be creative and to think outside of the
box.

Statistics recently came out regarding the
Venice Biennale, which closed last weekend,
and in which Taiwan had a national
presentation with its Taiwan Pavilion, plus
artist Chen Chieh-ren (IK%?M:) having been
invited to participate in one of the curated
international exhibitions. During the 5 1/2
months exhibition span, 915,000 visitors
attended. In addition, over 4,600 accredited
journalists came, saw and wrote about it.
These numbers show why international mega
art events, such as the Venice Biennale, are
important for Taiwan as it functions as
cultural diplomacy while introducing vast
numbers of visitors to Taiwanese art. In this
way, an exhibition such as this helps put
Taiwan on the world stage.

While Taiwan is getting its cultural voice
out to the wortld, another event may be
sorely undermining it. A press conference was
held last month by the National Cultural
Association to announce the publication of a
book: "Fighting on the Margins" which
documents the establishment of the Taiwan
Art Award by the Hedao Group, a group of
young art students who award art from a
"Taiwan Identity Discourse" point of view.
The group also recently made the news for
awarding Afghan artists at the Venice
Biennale.

Is there such a thing as a Taiwan point of
view in art? These students from the Guandu
Art School are taught the contemporary
theory of Adorno and are exposed to the

Send your lellers,
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The Future of Taiwan Art

How can we define Taiwan's voice in the global art scene?

works of Western artists such as Warhol,
Koons and Beuys. So after being educated in
post-modern, post-colonial, feminist and other
recent theoties, is it possible to maintain a
purist Taiwan perspective to look at art? Is it
possible to look at contemporary art without
thinking about any western reference? And
what would a pure Taiwan point of view
entail? Would it encompass Atayal and
Paiwan beliefs? Under the Hedao Group's
argument, can the Taiwan point of view
accept art that contains perspective drawing,
the technique of showing objects in 3
dimensions, since that was developed in
Europe during the Renaissance? And how
about oil paint, which was another western
invention? So what exactly is a Taiwan
Identity Discourse point of view? One
professor outrageously claims that the Taiwan
Art Award will become as internationally
prestigious as the Pritzker Architecture Prize.
Hal How is that possible with such faulty
thinking?

Since the students are offspring of
waishengren (those originally from Mainland
China), they feel marginalized. While their
specious thinking is built on some shaky
ground that veers into nationalism, which
may have worked for the Italian Futurists
(who just also happened to be Fascists), this
strategy is ridiculously shortsighted and won't
help Taiwan position itself in the international
art world. (For a deeper discussion of this,
see Felix Schoeber's insightful piece in the
Fall 2005 issue of Yishu.)

Contrast this position with that of those
Chinese contemporary art movers and shakers
who continually try to get the word out
about Mainland art. Renowned critic and
curator Hou Hanru was recently on
mainstream Parisian TV discussing the new
Chinese art in French. While in Beijing,
Timezone opened up an English language art
book store in the famed 798 Studio where
dozens of Chinese artists work and where
numerous foreign collectors visit. These
people are actively out and about to promote
Chinese art, rather than 'complain' that their
voice, or rather their point of view, is not
heard. This strategy of working within the
Western art system is best exemplified by an
artwork by Cai Guo-giang titled "Borrowing
your Enemy's Arrows." His installation of a
boat embedded with arrows suspended from
the ceiling alluded to the third century tale
where a famous general captures his enemy's

submissions,
anb suicide notes

to: enpots@lihpao.com
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arrows by using decoy boats and then uses
their arrows against them. When it comes to
art practice, it shrewdly pays to work within
the system rather than outside of it.

Digital art is popular in Taiwan with many
exhibitions held throughout the island with
the technical means being the main focus of
the work. "Vision and Beyond" is such an
exhibition and includes the work of highly
visible artists Wang Jun-jich, Lin Shu-min and
Wu Tien-chang. In addition, sound artist Tsai
An-chih, Huang Hsin-chien and Lu Kai-tzu
are included.

After the phenomenal success of the
Vivienne Westwood exhibition, the Taipei
Fine Arts Museum (TFAM) is back with
another crowd pleaser, La Vie Moderne Paris
1925-1937. With TFAM's incredibly affordable
admission price (NT$30) and its Saturday
night late hours to 9:30 pm, this is one of
the best cultural deals in town.

Now that the holiday season is rapidly
approaching, you may feel a sudden pang of
charitable good will. If so, you may want to
help out an artistic member of the foreign
incarcerated community. There will be a
holiday gift sale of Christmas cards designed
by Zimbabwe-born, British-raised Malcolm
Hughes who is currently in his 13th year of
a life sentence for a drug-related offense. The
sale takes place at the European School's
Christmas Bazaar on Sat, Nov 19 from 10 to
3. The following week on Sun. Nov 27, a
sale of his Chinese style paintings will be
held from 1 to 5 pm at 12F, #8, 100 Fuguo
Rd in Shilin. For further info contact Joan
Zamora, one of the generous volunteers
assisting foreign prisoners zamorajoan@yahoo.
ca.

Recommended:

Hong-gah Museum http://www.ncafroc.org.
tw/techno/main.html (note: | was unable to cut
and paste the Chinese names.)

What: A Peep into Taiwanese Contemporary
Photography

Where: Taipei MOMA Gallery3F, No.19.Lane
252,TunHua S. Road Sec.1, Taipei, Taiwan 546
TRZEBAVFERE—EE 252 45 19 5% 3 1 Tue to
Sat, 1Tam to 7pm (by appointment) Tel:
886-2-87713372  www.taipeimoma.com

When: to Dec.17

Susan Kendzulak s an arase bving m 7Tanvan.
feel free to contact her ar
kendzulab@botmall com
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Still from (amen (left) and //-/7 (right).
BY MALCOLM PARKER

It's been written that there are few plots
in the world and they just keep getting
recycled like Shirley Maclaine's soul. This
week it's that cinematic onion, the whole
guilt and forgiveness factory of tears: you
start with one transgression, then another,
and by the time you reach the absolving
nugget you are a mess. Though if you want
a great one that will screw your brain while
beating your heart, try Mohsen Makhmalbaf's
A Momenr of lnnocence.

Just a Note: this Sunday at 8pm, at
Citizen Cain, The Wild at Heart Legal
Defense Fund is screening the scathing new
documentary, WalMare — 7he High Cost of
Low Prce. Now you can feel guilty about
that shirt you bought for the cost of a
chocolate bar, you bastard. Check out www.
wildatheart.org.tw for more info.

—New Releases: Nov. 11—

. . =P Y
Wait 'ill You Are Older (EZ4#%)
THEATRES: Carnival, Spring Cinema Galaxy, WV(Xinyi),
Cinemark, Shin Shin, Chang Chun, Bai Lao

Andy Tau (BIfE3E) stars in this film that
has some interesting moments between a
troubled and troublesome 8 year old son
who has taken a magical aging potion and
the adults who, as he sees it, have plagued
his short life. The potion doesn't stop and
he shrivels into old age at the end,
requesting and granting forgiveness. He is not
a pleasant, well adjusted sort, wrathful with
his step-mom, Karen Mok (53F), and
nitro tempered. Fuelling his fire is his belief
that his father and Mok, who were having
an affair, killed his mother. The
transformation is well handled by Lau at first —

IMAGE: - REBECCA

he is all maniacal and twinkling with glee,
exercising his new found powers for a little
revenge. Then the realities of the adult world,
the greyness of ethics that once seemed
black and white, set in, and the tired
responsibilities set in and awareness comes.
Correspondingly, the photography moves from
a vivid Crayola palette through dark charcoals
to a lighter pastel set. The digital geegaws
that distract in the opening are fortunately
left aside except, possibly, for some touching
up of the effective make-up that ages Lau.
There are good ideas and some nice
moments buried under the treacle that is
dolloped on in the third act. (Teddy Chan,
HK, 2005, 90min, Can dubbed Mand/Ch
subs)

Carmen (ZiFFRFH)

THEATRES: Majestic, Scholar

Bizet's opera wasn't steamy enough so for
this nipple and derriere laced affair,
writer/director Vicente Aranda went back to
the source, Prosper Merimee's book. Before
the source, actually, in a flash of po-mo soft
core as Prosper is brought in as Prospero,
who has a story told to him by bandit Jose,
doomed to die for having delivered his love
and rivals a few shotgun blasts. Paz Vega, as
Carmen, is a sweatlodge of smoke and heat
and Aranda luxuriates in her sultriness.
However, a movie cannot be made over
glimpses of flesh — you have to back it up
with acting and plot because you can become
immune to even the most tantalizing bits of
flesh. Unless you are a fourteen year old boy,
that is. (Vicente Aranda, Spain, 2003, 119min,
Sp/Ch subs)

11:14(11 2h14 47)

THEATRES: Majestic, Scholar

A film built around a simple structure —
the examination of a separate stream of

events that coalesce around an accident at /774
one night in an American town. //7:/#
presents what people will do in times of
crisis and how quickly they will bypass ethics
for selfishness. The film winds time
backwards and shifts everything sideways,
flipping from one plot to another, tracking
us along the strands to the center of the
web. It has a black sense of humor and is
even handed with its characters, refusing to
moralize or demonize them. Ultimately, what
it has to say about mercurial morality is
more interesting than how it says it, but that,
unfortunately, isn't enough to fill a feature.
(Greg Marcks, US, 2003, 85min, En/Ch subs)
An Unfinished Life(3ERES ffa .

THEATRES: Major theatres

TLasse Hallstrom's film teeters on the brink of
cloying sentimentality for most of it's time,
wobbling like a drunken sailor, only being
stopped from falling in by the performances
of Robert Redford and Morgan Freeman.
Barely, that is, but their interaction as a pair
of age old friends, a weather beaten odd
couple of coots, is very well done — each
wearing his character as casually as an old
pair of boots. Jennifer Lopez isn't bad but
she is really just a bit part, there to motivate
the change in Redford's character. She was
martied to Redford's dead son, a death that
effectively drained his life and one that he
blames her for. She has come with her
daughter to his Midwest shell of a farm to
escape her abusive boyfriend. That he will
forgive, forget, accept, and rekindle his
moribund heart is a fact you know as well
as your daily routine, so if you need to see
a life affirming, feel good movie that dishes
out everyday wisdom like a grizzled and
manly Doctor Phil then it's good for that.
(Lasse Hallstrom, US, 2005, 108min, En/Ch
subs)

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (/&
FIBERs: KARAI B2)

THEATRES: Major theatres except Majestic, SPOT— Taipei
Film House

To be honest, this is moot, for if you, like
me, enjoy the books, or have children who
do, then you are going to see this. Or if
you think Mike Newell, who did Zazce wzth
a2 Stranger and Lonnre Drasco might do a
good job with the increasingly darker material
and the lengthening shadows of the later
books, you will go too. Or if the prospect
of seeing an agglomeration of English acting
talent like the stupendously great Michael
Gambon, and Dame Maggie Smith, along
with Ralph Fiennes, Robbie Coltrane, Alan
Rickman, Gary Oldman, Miranda Richardson,
and Brendan Gleeson causes you to
spontancously scream and combust (I have
singed hairs to prove it) then you are going
to see this, too. God, that cast! And Jarvis
Cocker of Zujp is in it along with half of
Radiohead and they did some music! Yaaaaa...
Well, I wet myself, but at least that put out
the last few smoldering hairs. (Mike Newell,
UK&US, 2005, 157min, En/Ch subs)

Theater locations - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - oo

-— East Taipei —

Breeze (/%)

39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd

(1R J R — B 39 ),

in the Breeze Shopping Center

Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Clnemark (EWmE R IEE)

Sec 4, Bade Rd

(uitrﬂ/\fﬁﬁﬁmw 138 8% B1), in the Liv-
Ma

Tel: (02) 37622001

Mei Hua (iE10)

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hop mrg E Rd

(& ILTHRIZE RS 3 Y 63 B 2 1)

Tel: (02) 27372295

Warner Village, Xinyi

[E?W&Eﬁfi

1618 Songshou Rd

(LR ~18 5%)

Tel: (02] 27572345

-— Ximending —
Ambassador (5%

88 Chengdu Rd (ﬂtm&ﬁﬁﬁ% 88 %)
Tel: (02) 2361-1222

Carnival (GZF#E)

52 Emei St (IKWBTE 52 5%)

Tel: (02) 23889948

Hoover (5:3E)

89, Sec 2, Wuchang St

L E 2 B 80 %)

Te\ (02) 2331-5067
Majestlc (EE3)

16 Hanzhong St (FALTHEEHR{E 1
Te\ (02) 23312270
President ()

59, Sec 1, Zhonghuo Rd

LT FRSERS 1 B 59 5%)
Te\ (02) 2388-5576

16 5%)

Showtime (EH@‘T]
87, Sec 2, Wuchang
‘Dj[ﬁm—ha{ﬂ QEQ 87 %)
Tel: (02) 2331-5256
Spring Cinema Galaxy (i (1)
10F, 52 Honzhong St (AT 52 5% 10 1)
Tel: (02) 2381-1339
— North Taipei —
Chang Chun (E#)
172 Chang Chun Rd
1Dihﬂ1§§ﬁ% 172 5%)
Tel: (02] 2507-4141
Gaver‘nol‘ CHEEN
219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
nihmﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ 2 E& 210 9%
Tel (02] 2741-5991
Scholar (£:4)
176 Changchun Rd (& 176 55)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

Shin Shin (k)

247 linsen N Rd
(BRI 247 55)

Tel: (02) 2537.1889

SPDT, Taipei Film House (%)
18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel: (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui ((5#%H)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd

(B AL RETIERS 4 B 200 57)

Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (CHFin)

e 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(Bt 4 B 136 4 3 5F)

Tel: (02) 23686839

Ju Xing [EE%%?’%O

3, lane

1F, 36, jmgchon

BT 3o f 1 1)

Tel: (02) 2934-9399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —

Ha La (517)
6F, 72, Sec 3, Kon Ning Rd, Neihu
(-4 P e = P 7 5% 6 )

Tel: (02) 26335
Warner Vlllage Miramar
CEREERA )

O69F 22, Jlngl:Ye 3r

(B 2251‘(30*%]
Tel: (02) 8161- <9oo

Warner Village, Tienmu
CEWRFRED

4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(B LT MR — E 202 %5 4 1)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300
Yang Ming (57)
113 Wenlin Rd (SCHRES 1
Tel: (02) 2881-4636

13 5%)
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The writing is on the wall

The ghetto comes to Taipei

BY CHARLES McHALE

"GRAFFITI" AND
"ghetto" were possibly
the most base words
appropriated from Italian
to English. They now
join the haute couture
thanks to hip hop driven
mass culture cross ovet.
That's right, homeboy!
In case you've been
sleeping for the past 25
years, the revolution that
won't be televised has
pretty much swallowed
the cultural media
machine. Along with
Rappers on Madison
Avenue and 6,000NT
sweatshirts at Idee, the
writing on the wall is
now hung in galleries
and this month Taipei is
ground zero.

November is "graffii month" at Taipei
Artist Village, presenting two shows of
international and local talents. Nina Liao of
Fake Design (http://fakedesign.co.uk) curated
"Start Making Sense" and presented her book,
Urban Wallpaper (the first book on graffiti in
Chinese). While the show brought
international graffiti art to Taipei, Ms Liao is
still conflicted with the idea of graffiti in a
gallery. It closed with a block party
celebration featuring a smokin' break-dance set
by Taipei's own MOB crew, led by Alun
(MOB performs near Warner Village
Saturdays and Sundays around 8pm doing
Capoeira and Jazz as well as B-boy) and a
lecture by French graffiti artist Blek le Rat.
He's been doing his urban interventions for
25 years. I asked Monsieur le Rat what he
thought of graffiti in the gallery. "It's a
memory of what happened in the streets.”
Skipping any reference to getting paid, he
continued with this idea of reverie in
describing his own work and graffiti at large.
"I believe the wall keeps the memory of your
shadow as you pass." In other words, graffit
is an extension of this urban memory. An
ephemeral yet concrete idea: the image of the
living environment. This is a better answer to
what graffid is and why it's in a gallery than it
being a degenerate form of the graphic arts —
the "revolutionary" fuck-the-man mentality or

Open tfo interpretaion? — a work by French groffiti arfist Blek Le Rat.

"Who cares, I've been living on cheap brie
and stale baguettes for 20 years. I'm gettin'
paid!" This Friday Taipei's own graffid artists
take their turn in the gallery at Artist Village
in a show organized by Elizabeth Ting
(K-Swiss).

In a strange twist, the resident artists at
Artist Village are taking to the streets.
Andreas Strauss, from Austria, offers the
culinary skills of Kafeteria Strauss to small
restaurant owners in Taipel in need of a
vacation. He will work their woks for up to
three days for them. Lexa Walsh (US) wants
the useless yet nostalgic items we keep for
her "Immortalization Project. Community
based projects like these are conceptual,
painting a picture of our time and who we
are while lacking any concrete object.

Bringing the ghetto to this months art
offerings is "Song of the Wanderer" a
stunning group photo show at TIVAC. Ho
Ching Tai presents his "Shadowed Life" series
and Jiang Shih-Shien presents "Homeless" —
both portraits of the homeless. While Ho's
work is solid documentation, Jiang's black and
white headshots are amazing photos. Imbued
with the essence of their subjects being,
whether in razor sharp focus or the
intentional blur, you feel the human through
the image. Less troubling and deep, and more
quirky and fun, are the digital prints by a
German duo, Myrzik and Jarisch. The images

www.getset.com.tw
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are of the temporary
dwellings of the
homeless in Hong Kong.
Hurry! It closes on the
23rd.

Fubon Bank and
Taipei MOCA are in on
the action as well this
month with decidedly hip
Graphic art shows.
Fubon opened "Mogu
Mogu," showing at
branches all over Taipei
(fubonart.org.tw). The
crux of the work are
fiberglass mushrooms
covered with graphic art.
Despite the presence of
internationally acclaimed
pop artist and illustrator
Gary Baseman, Taipei's
own emerging artist
Hung I Ching steals the
show. Hung's frenetic
pen never stops in her
agoraphobic urge to cover everything in
circles and swimming patterns of eyeball
jellyfish.

MOCA's "Well Made" presentation of
culture consuming graphic arts suffers from
overexposure, you might have seen it before.
While Gorillaz (who does the cover art for
the Gorillaz albums) and others bring in the
crowd (which is good), it's the quirky
installations, like Chang Keng-hau's that make
the show.

In Nomadology, the French philosophers,
Delucuze and Guattari, note that the powers
of the state will always absorb the apparatus
of rebellion. Graffiti may be entering its
Renaissance or "sell-out" petiod, depending on
your view. However, just as rappers have
used their foot in the door to become
entrepreneurs with a political voice and an
economic back bone, things do change. The
idea of a gallery as exclusively for the rich is
fading. Government funded and co-op art
spaces are on the rise, particularly right here
in Taipei. The MOCA costs less than a box
lunch. Revolution isn't about destroying powet,
but giving that power to the people. We may
not be there yet, but progress happens. As
Blek le Rat noted the last time he was
arrested for Graffiti in Paris, the police said,
"Ah...so you ate Blek. We love your stuff,

man!"

PHOTO: NINA™ LIAQ
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Listings

Concerts and Events

% Michael Bolton Live

Concert 2005 in Taipei

28] - JYE20054 AR E M A LA E

Friday, Dec 16 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (EAZ#C-&8E)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&L &Y
F5055%)

Tickets: 1500-4800 through ERA System

Tel: (02)2741-5988

Web: http://www.ticket.com.tw

The world famous pop singer Michael Bolton
needs no introduction, but here's one anyway.
He was born in February 16, 1953, and grew
up to the sound of Motown and blues music.
In 1990, Michael reinterpreted the song "How
Am | Supposed To Live Without You" to top
the Billboard. He later won a Grammy Award
for Best Male Pop Vocal Performance for his
album "Time, Love Tenderness." Since then,
he has firmly established as a superstar in
western pop music circles.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note [ )

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(%‘éﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ%z&ﬂﬁ)ﬁ%ﬁ)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from
9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Tuesday: UNO QUARTET (5 # H 65 1),
NT$300 minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET (f[f-1:4%H), with guitar, tenor
sax, bass, and drums, NT$300 minimum. Fri-
days: METAMORPHOSIS (%# ] & i - 44 [H), pi
ano, tenor sax, alto sax, bass, and drums,
NT$350, w/ drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES &
GU-HAO (G #EMEZS & WTlikh), a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.

* Citizen Cain (A H K)

67 Dongfeng St, Taipei (&LTiH S 67455%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and

foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin' and groovin' with the "big dawg,"
10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,
7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room (/| % & #
%)

3F, No. 8 Nanjing E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&L
TR R EE 5 EL 8731

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(M 4%9% ), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm
10:30pm, NT$100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-

SAT NOVEMBER 26TH )
24*seven TAIPEI LAUNCH PARTY

Marcus Aurileus
Megan & Jr
Saucey

DJs:

148 Xinyi Rd, Sect. 4

J -RO., '
Boyan--

U 3 night.
Phone: (02) 2702-1855

LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS (/1%
W+ T 44 5L 4%) a Japanese reggae band,
8:30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop
(EEE1E;), open mic for art films from 8pm,
followed by readings, and performances. All
musicians welcome, but make sure to book
in advance. Fri, Nov 18: THE SOUND CLASHES,
grooving ska beats with horns. Led by An-
drew "Scrubba-dub-dub” McKenzie on vocals.
10pm, NTS 100. Sat, Nov 19: THE RETROSEX-
UALS, saxophonist Corbett Wall's latest music
project brings you back to the late 60's
funky junk. 10pm, NT$ 150. Tue, Nov 22:
TOTEM ([# J#8), the champion of 2005 Ho-
haiyan Rock Festival & FORMULA, funk rock.
8:30pm, NT$100. Wed, Nov 23: C MAJOR (C
KEf), fresh and sweet indie-pop. & COACH
(##k), funk rock. 8:30pm, NTS 100. Fri, Nov
25: BOPOMOFO BLUES (7 %TiT), a 5-piece
electric band steeped in the history of the
Blues.

% NTU Corridor Cafe (:i2 Jff v
3E£E)
NTU Sports Center 1F (& K& iz S ERE —

f#), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S
Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
National Taiwan University. = Mondays and
Tuesdays: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Nov 18: DONG
YUN-CHANG (% & & ), guitar rock. 8pm,
NTS 300 w/ a drink. Sat, Nov 19: FALLING
IN LOVE WITH PIANO (HiiHl -2 b %=t i gl
W AT Y % EG), sometimes gentle and some-
times passionate, ZHANG ZU-KANG is good at
vacillating between classical and contempo-
rary music, 3pm, no cover. Sat, Nov 19:
SEAN'S PIANO MONOLOGUE (SEANF§ii% 5 1),
SEAN uses piano improvisation to convey his
passion. 8pm, no cover. Fri, Nov 25: CHIPIN
& KAIYA (W BLgLHEE:1- —~H28), a famous
Taiwanese jazz violin and piano duet,
8:00pm, NTS$350 w/ a drink. Sat, Nov 26:
EVERYBODY SING GOOD SONGS! (A kZNE
HHESIEE), comprised of 60-year-old mem-
bers, this group performs classical Mandarin /
Taiwanese songs. 2:30pm, no cover. Sat, Nov
26: NTU Wind Band's Presentation (&5 A% 4%

it #E £ Er). 7:30pm, no cover. Sun, Nov 27:
THE DUET OF LAl MING-YU and WANG
SHU-HUA (FEWIAL. £ileE —§22). 3:00pm, no
cover.
% Riverside Music Cafe (7 %
g
B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(BALTRE TR 3P 2445257B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT $250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Fri, Nov 18: J.E.G. (i&{ifl fF 1 44[H),
standard jazz, bebop, latin, funk, east/ west
coast. Sat, Nov 19: HAI ER (%5i), rock, SIX
PLUS (/5 H'), rap-rock & NEON, pop. Sun,
Nov 20: KIMBO HU (#f#J:), an indigenous
Taiwanese folk poet and musician & TOTEM
(Elf&8), emo-rock. Tue, Nov 22: FEN (#)%4[E]),
nu-grunge & CLAIRE, fresh band. Wed, Nov
23: FLYING CASTLE NO. 78 (Jf&f7ikt278%5%),
rock. & BRACES (*f#), sweet girl rock. Thu,
Nov 24: DONG YUN-CHANG (i#i# ), a fabu-
lous guitarist. Fri, Nov 25: REAL COLLECTIVE
QUARET (EF1:PUEE2%), acoustic and standard
jazz. Sat, Nov 26: DJ POINT & AADIA ([ifz5
f+), famous composer and
producer. New album pre-
sentation. Sun, Nov 27:
SKY BURIAL (K 2%E), punk
and blues & FRESH AIR (i
fif 2% %), Jjazz, pop and
funk.

* Sappho

B1-1, Lane 102, Sec 1, An-
he Rd ZZH1%— E%102 A1
B-1

Tel: :(02) 2700-5411

This cozy lounge bar prof-
fers plenty of comfy seat
ing and unobtrusive lighting,
and features live jazz ev-
ery Wednesday and Thurs-
day. DJ STIN spins Indian
and African music on the

weekends. All  shows
NT $300 minimum. Even
Wednesdays:  JAZZ YOUR

MIND. 0Odd Thursdays:
BLUES  VARIATION. 0dd
Wednesdays: KLAUS' GROUP
highlights a talented Ger-
man  saxophonist. Even
Thursdays: TENOR MADNESS.

% Shannon (% 1g)
6 Dunhua N. Rd. (fbdbE%
65%)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

This Irish pub-like place is
larger than you would envi-
sion a pub, with a big TV
screen in the back room
that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable

booths. Live music gets going between 9 and
10pm on weekends. Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT,
w/ live music. Fridays and Saturdays: Live
bands, NT$250 w/ drink. Sun, Nov 20, 4pm:
QVQ BAND, a rock band, with bluegrass high-
lights, and hints of indie/alternative. Free
admission.

*The Wall (:i%4%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (#&dbifigEiT
TRiEUEE2005%B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Fri,
Nov 18: SHE GOTS WHAT U WANT (ith /g%
[7]), featuring BIBI (j#i,.” &%), alternative, met-
al, folk rock & FLYING CASTLE NO. 78 (JffT
k- 78%5%), rock. 8:30pm, NTS$ 400; 5 for
$1600. Sat, Nov 19: PLUS MINUS (PLUS MINUS
“JLEEE€r), indie rock from the US. Web:
http://www.plusmin.us Special Guests: TIZZY
BAC, jazz plus rock. 8:30pm, NT$ 500. Sun,
Nov 20: BLOODTHIRSTY BUTCHERS (JP), a
heavyweight Japanese rock band, SMOL, rock,
& a mystery guest. 6:30pm, NT$500. Wed,
Nov 23: NEW ROCK FORCE (#iz#r#4))), fea-
turing ORANGE GRASS (f&%%), rock & WHITE
EYES (/1 H ), rock, alternative & COSMOS
PEOPLE (F-# A). 8:30pm, NTS 300; 5 for
$1200. Thu, Nov 24: POPLAR TAIPEI CON-
CERT (POPLARY Ly IE€r), featuring POPLAR,
a hip hop rock group from Kyodo, Japan,
VARO, experimental electric music & TIN
PAN ALLEY (#5#%7k), alternative. 8:30pm,
NT$300; 5 for NT$1200 Fri- Sat, Nov 25-26:

INVALI FEST (K & 5% < & 1 55 ), featuring
CHTHONIC ( F'ﬁ ), symphonic black metal.
ANTHELION (%] EI ), death-metal, INFERNAL

CHAOS (RIffsiE SLEEHT), melodic thrash metal
NEO SHARK (Ji§§%l]), nu-school hardcore, RE-
VIVE (&%), eclectic, 666, rap-rock, ALMOST
HUMAN & SNOW SHADOW (5 §2). 5:30pm,
NT $650 for pad/ $500 for single day;
NT$600/$450 in advance. Sun, Nov 27: GUI-
TAR WORKSHOP PARTY (HrZEPARTY- [H ]

F44RE), featuring MRS. THIS (iifi k),
BONEBAND (‘5 i%%F%), DRANGON AND KEN

(/N\BE&KEN), JEFFREY'S BAND, YOU-NING (/%)
& YI-ZHANG (%) f%). Web: www.Guitarwork-
shops.net 7:30pm, NT$ 300; 5 for $1200.

*Witch House (4 & J5)
7 Lane 56, Sec 3, XinSheng S Rd,
- s 3E 5648 75)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and is adjacent to a lesbian
bookstore. Food served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Fri, Nov 18: PENG YU-WEN
JAZZ TRIO (W HIEZEF 1 = H 2%), famous pi-
anist and composer PENG leads a super jazz
trio. Sat, Nov 19: SODAGREEN (#x F71 f% )
blends ballads and classic rock. Thu, Nov 24:
ZHANG XUAN (5E%#%), brit-pop. Fri, Nov 25:
XU QING-YUAN & FRIENDS (f#75 & EBLH A AM),
folk singer and composer. Sat, Nov 26:
PA-NAI (E£7%), a female singer and compose
of Puyuma & 831 (/\=°k), rock. Sun-Thu,
Nov 27- Dec 1: Closed

Dance Clubs

Y AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
Pt —EE85kB1)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a welcome presence. Music tends to
be of the house and techno variety. Fridays:
NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/ drink b4 1am, unless other-
wise listed.

% Brown Sugar

101, Songren Rd (5ETiRA{151015%)

Tel: (02) 8780-1110

One of the few jazz places in town that
provides a heady mixture of show jazz, R &
B, and blues on most nights, and Latin danc-
ing on others. There is no cover, but prices
tend to range high. Wednesdays: LA RUMBA
featuring the MONTUNOS LATIN BAND is the
weekly rumba and Latin dance party. Sundays:
SALSA SUNDAYS! The MONTUNOS LATIN BAND
returns for a night of butt-shaking and ener-
getic salsa.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(GALTEFERER P985 1145

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ K FANCY 26 spinning house,
breaks, and hip hop. Fridays: ULTRA CAPACI-
TY presents LADIES NIGHT, hosted by DJs
SAUCY, 006, and ALT. Ladies receive free
entry and FREE hourly drink promotions ALL
NIGHT LONG! For men: NT$500 with 2 drinks

(AL

Jilong Rd, Taipei (&dbifidk

event
information

enpots@lihpao.com

after 12, NT$350 with 1 drink before. Week-
ends: DJs spin hip hop, sometimes house.
Special parties accepted, no cover. 2nd Sat-
urday every month: Love Groove w/ DJs:
@LLEN, DA, NINA, house, funk, Latin, old
skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500. 3rd and 5th Sat-
urday every month: A-ONE Party w/ special
guest DJ VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars DJ
EDMUND & JIMMY CHEN playing Soulful House,
Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted. Sat, Nov
19: ESPDJs presents AXD regular DJ TIGER
for a night of progressive and house.

% The Face

B1-1, 270 Zhongxiao E. Rd Sec. 4 (I
PUEEB1.Z—)

Tel: (02) 2771-6065

One of Taipei's latest lounges, with spiffy
decor and good sound and lighting. Top 40
hip hop on regular nights. Wednesdays: WOM-
EN FIRST, the resident ladies night. Thurs-
days: BE FREE, a night of international elec-
tronic dance music with DJ ANDREW FORD,
men NTS$400 w/ 1 drink or free b4 midnight,
ladies free all night. Saturdays: FOAM PARTY,
get your freak on in a bubble bath minus
the rubber duckies, bikini dance contest in-
cluded, men NT$800, ladies NT$300.

* Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT %%wﬁ@&mhﬁﬁffﬁ)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleri-
a, and "Sugar" w/ house music in the Lotus
room, NT$600 for men with 1 drink, ladies
free all night w/ a special express line. Fri,
Nov 18: THEWORLD TRIBAL HOUSE PARTY
featuring PETE THA ZOUK and DJs J6 and
VERTIGO. Sat, Nov 19: theLOOP and Renais-
sance present JAMES ZABIELA (UK) AND NIC
FANCIULLI (UK) together on one night! These
house DJs are ranked #13 and #80 in the
world respectively, although they are both
under 25! Fri, Nov 25: World #3, ARMIN VAN
BUUREN (Holland) returns with a 3-hour set
of his trademark Dutch Trance in the Lotus
while 2003 World Turntablist DMC Champion,
DJ DOPEY (CAN) will woos Hip Hop fans in
the Galleria.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lequn 3rd Rd, in Tachih (& dbT7H L6 4%
HE=EE3105% KE EHE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men
NTS$400, or NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Ur
ban HipHop Night, hip hop in the main room,
NT $350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Vibe
HipHop Party, NT $600, NT$350 b4 11pm,
girls wearing silk and gauze get in for free.
Saturdays: The Circus. Cab fare up to
NT $200 is deductible on entry, NT $600,
NT$350 b4 11pm. Fri, Nov 18: FEVER pre-
sents the SALVATION GAY PARTY. Hosted by
DJs LUKE HOPE & ELIOT BROWN, it promises
to be a night of "extravagant” decadence.
Sat, Nov. 19: STEPPIN' UP PARTY; DJs BUFF
WISE, PIERRE, and MARCUS AURELIUS wax e-
clectic during a night of funk, soul, and dis-
co. Fri, Nov 25: DANNY RAMPLING, Lon-
don-based turntablist spins house. Sat, Nov
26: US Billboard Topper THUNDERPUSS with
the famous CHRIS COX, mixer of the stars,
performs tribal house all night.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (5Lt /\{EFg4EL13857124)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. The crowd is younger, and the music
tends to range from B boy to break dance
to American hip hop. Sunday, Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays: BACK
TO SCHOOL, hosted by DJs Rico and Emmy
playing Hip Hop, R&B, Reggae. Men NT$600,
ladies NT$100, both all you can drink. Enter
wearing a school uniform before 11:30pm
and get in for free. Fridays and Saturdays,
ladies NT $350 w/ drink, men NT $500 w/
drink.




% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (56T /\fEl54E13857124%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop dominate
the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: LADIES NIGHT, men NT$350, ladies free
all night, ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm,
free nail art and birdcage girls. Fridays: BIKI-
NI NIGHT girls wearing bikinis receive free en-
trance, everyone else NT$800.

Y Room 18

B1, No 22, SongShou Rd.,
JLTifAFE RS 2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, full en-
trance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Jinshan S Rd, Taipei (&L
T LFE % 1E215555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 2-7am on weekends where anything
could and does happen. This late night (and
often last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club Roxy 99, but always includes some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only.
NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd, Taipei (&dEb
i B — e 24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop and pop,
though other styles appear. Cover charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT $600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free
Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accord-
ingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MI-
NI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-
maica and Canada), better known as THE
0-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dance-
hall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd bit
of French hip hop. This is a reggae night with
loyal followers, so you're guaranteed decent
music and a predictable crowd. Men NT$500,
ladies NT300.

Classical

% Chinese Music Virtuosi in

Concert

(B HFEHEA)

Nov 19 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % 35 4% 55), 21-1,
Zhongshan S Rd, Taipei (&dbridRilFdg21.21
%) - on the North side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888

Tickets NT$400-1500

The concert brings together the most accom-
plished Chinese music performers of mainland
China and Taiwan. The performance features
renowned morin huur (horse-head fiddle) mas-
ter Bu-Lag Chi, Bamboo flautist Zhen Li, per-
cussionist Zhishun An, pipa (F#) player Wu
Yuxia, erhu (i) master Song Fei, guzheng
(d74%) player Wang Zhongshan, Zhang Gaoxi-
ang on the hammer dulcimer ().

% A Night of DiLorenzo &
TSB

(KR A B 2 1)

Nov 25 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (57 & 4%
Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888

Tickets NT$300-100

The Taipei Symphonic Band (&6 4F45 44 )
invites trumpeter Anthony DiLorenzo to solo in
the Arutunian Trumpet Concerto and the Car-
nival of Venice. DiLorenzo has accomplished
himself both as a trumpeter and a composer,
composing music in films such like The Lost
World and Forrest Gump. Director Hou Yu-Bi-
au, a standout Taiwanese musician, is known
for his unique skill in interpreting wind com-
positions. Also features Verno Amor and 3 AM
blues.

Neo19 Building (&

Gl

)

% Cursive Il
(JE5)
Nov 19, 21
2:45pm
National Theatre
shan S Rd, Taipei

- 26 at 7:45pm, 20, 26, 27 at

(% 5 &Ibe), 21-1, Zhong-
(BAETTH L EE 21,2 15%)

on the south side of the plaza

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Tickets NT$400-2000

Web: www.cloudgate.org.tw/eng/
World-famous choreographer Lin Hwai-Min (#k
%K), founder and artistic Director of Cloud
Gate Dance Theatre (ZE[q#t%£), is one of
Dance Europe magazine's "Choreographers of
the 20th Century'. After months of research-
ing the effect of ink and rice paper (&%),
Lin found a way to steady the spreading of
the flowing ink. Dancers would improvise their
movement according to the shaping of the ink.
All accompanied music pieces are composed
from nature sound recordings.

% Heavenly Bodies

(2R 27— SR )

Nov 24 - 25 at 7:30pm, 26 - 27 at 2:30pm &

7:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center ({5LE
EEersgduy), 1, Xinyi Rd, Sec 5, Taipei City

(miLmiu%EﬂéﬁE&~%ﬁ)

Tickets NT$600-3600, through ERA Ticketing
Web: www.kham.com.tw

French topless dance and vocal performance
accompanied by jazz, Latin, and tap. Present-
ed by Moore-Borau Productions and Kuang
Hong Arts, the show prohibits viewers under
the age of 18. Stage design and music all im-
itate the Parisian style.

May Snow

(LLAZ)

Nov 26 at 7:30pm, 27 at 2:30pm & 7:30pm
Taipei Zhongshan Hall (&dGridrl3E), 98 Yan-
ping S Rd, Taipei({3EifiZET ##%985%)

Tel: (02) 2383 - 2170 ext 321

Tickets NT$300 - 900, through ERA Ticketing
(2391 - 1295)

Performed by Hon Wa Folk Dance Troupe (#I
R % E), the folk choreography in the
show praises Hakka culture and musical tradi-
tions. Composed by three Taiwanese artists,
the background music is inspired by Hakka
folk songs. Dancers translate the arduous his-
tory and hardship of Hakka people through
their movements onstage.

% En Attendant Godot
(CERRRRE)

Nov 19 at 7:30pm

Xinzhuang Culture & Arts Center (it s {2
ffirfry), 133, Zhongping Rd, Xinzhuang City,
Taipei County (¢ JLARHTHE ih % 1335%)

Tel: (02) 2276 - 0182

Tickets NT$300-1200, through NTCH (33939888)
or Contemporary Legend Theater (23692616)
Web: www.cl-theatre.com.tw (The Contempo-
rary Legend Theatre)

Waiting for Godot (Fr: en attendant Godot) is
originally a literal work by Samuel Beckett,
an Irish playwright, novelist, and poet. He
wrote this play in his second language, French,
and used the characters' interactions to sym-
bolize the tedium and meaninglessness of
modern life. Revised and performed by Tai-

wanese artist and dancer, Wu Xing-Guo (! f#
[&]). The show is organized by The Contempo-
rary Legend Theater (& {CEZVEIE).

% Latino America Film
Festival

(RL T =)

Nov 17 - 28

Spot (Ot:Ehi#L), 18, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec 2
(PLbRs — B 185%)

Tel: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: NT$180 for Spot members,
for non-members

Tickets: Through NTCH (02-33939888 & www.
artsticket.com.tw) or Spot Service Counter
Web: www.twfilm.org/Latino/index.html
Hosted by the Council for Cultural Affairs (32
#tr), this film festival is devoted to promot-
ing Latin culture and providing Taiwanese
viewers with a broader vision of Latin Ameri-
ca with four different theme: 1) introducing a
great Latin director in The King of Melody:
Arturo Ripstein, 2) translating passion in Pas-
sion Land, Broken Hearts, 3) the new waves
in Nouvelle Vague of Latino Cinema, and 4)
the romanticized Latin spirit in Wild Vagrant
Soul.

% The 5th South Taiwan Film

& Video Festival

CRTLER JT52/E)

Oct 29 to Dec 11

Web : cfma.tnnua.edu.tw/news.asp

Tickets: through NTCH (http://www.artsticket.
com.tw)

Tel: (06) 6930661

This festival takes place in various theaters
located in four different counties (Tainan
County, Kaoshiung City, Tainan City, Jiayi
County) with five distinguished topics including
the Chinese Language, Southeast Asia, Chil-
dren's Movies, Global Selection, and Film
Competition Winners. Sponsored by the Center
for Media Arts, Tainan National University of
Arts (B 22 BT R AT B L), this
festival is held with the purpose of balancing
the inequality between Northern Taiwan and
Southern Taiwan, especially with regard to
cultural activities.

NT $200
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.'a Three~Pgri* “Bar Quenches All,,,Your"B'd"' om

One two mny at the Club 49

BY MATHEW LABOUVIE

As anyone living in one of the more suburban, residential districts
of Taipei would attest (or perhaps protest), the pickings for our
beloved oases of drunken revelry are disappointingly slim. This is es
pecially tfrue of the outer regions of the city such as Muzha or Neihu.
Fortunately, | don't live there, nor am | inferested in doing much
drinking there. Convenience, however, requires that | engage in
regular drinking boutfs in what is often refered to as "the foreign
ghetto", Tianmu.

Now, | know what you are thinking. Tianmu, former host fo the
American legion or military or whatever, was the birthplace of the
Western-bar concept in Taiwan. Pick a city block at random, and
you're bound to encounter a bar. Ive done thaf. Most charge
NTS$200 for a boftle of Taiwan's Best, which is just as easily obtained
at your fiendly neighborhood 7-11 for less than NT$50. What does
that leave?

Most Tianmu locals, my partners in cohabitation included, swear
by '"The Pig". Its name deriving fromm the medieval term for a wine
barrel, The Pig asserts itself to be Tianmu's only authentic British pub,
complete with an exotic wooden bar and seating arrangement, "pig"
adornments, and a red telephone booth by the door. | say,
'cheeky". True, there is an impressive selection of beer on tap,
whiskies, and live music nightly. Food is all of the British fradition (in
itself, not much to boast about), and the portions are generous. All
in all, not a bad choice. However, there are several distinctive
fum-off's; the place is crowded, the service can be slow, and the
prices (which include a minimum) are steep.

Recently though, | have been enjoying a reloxing alternative.
Club 49 is a true find, and one which | stumbled upon accidentally
while searching for the jozz bar Club 75 (relocated fo Xinyi district
and now closed). The place is a veritable bar-plex, a combination
of three co-managed locations under one roof. The main room of
Club 49 is a blessing to the eyes. Dimmed yellow fluorescents with
glass on one side and mirrored paneling on the other combine fo
aftain just the right degree of lighting. With a comfortable sofa, out-
door seating, and plenty of bar space, the ambience is more akin
fo a lounge than anything else. Immediately behind this bar is
"Post-49", a wooden motif sports bar with free darts, pool, and satel-
lite TV broadcasting worldwide sports. Upstairs is the piano bar, a
cheesy affempt at elegance that comes complete with live (gasp!)
Karaoke.

Despite the widely differing atmospheres, the victuals between the
three remain the same. There is an extensive food menu, with pizza,
NT$450 for medium and NT$550 for large, being their signature dish.
A variety of sausages and brats are available for NT$250, and small-
er bar fare (potato skins, onion rings, etc.) average at NT$180. The
mouth-waterer, however, is the beer. For the frugal-hearted, San
Miguel on tap is NT$160/500ml and NT$S400 per pitcher. Stella Artois
on fap is a recent addition at NT$220/500ml. At the same price,
you can fry out an assortment of locally brewed German-style beers:
Dunkel, a dark beer, Gold Pils, a pilsner, and Weissbeir, a white beer.
My opinion: go for the dark, or get a generous glass of Macallan
Whiskey for NT$250. Various special events are available during the
week.

Food, drink, and atmosphere aside, this establishment's tfrue distin-
guishing factor is the bar staff. The women behind the bar are
beautiful, charming, and exiremely helpful. Ive never had to wait
more than 2 minufes for a drnk, and offen stay late to engage in
conversation. Cheers, ladies!

Address: 11 Zhongshan N Rd, Sec 6 (HRILJLES/SES 1157)

Tel: 2835-6491.

Bar News:

Club 49 — For the month of November at least, Club 49 in Tianmu
offers free house drinks to ladies every Thursday night. What |
wouldn't give fo be a woman!

The Froggy's Bird — Located at Zhongshan N Rd, Sec 6, this wine
bar/Thai restaurant now hosts a weekly all-you-can-drink and eat wine
party every Friday night from 8 pm to 11 pm for NT$700. What |
wouldn't give to be a woman!

Zhongshan N Rd, Sec 6, Lane 186, No 3

Tel: (02) 2831- 9271

PHOTO: Matthew Labouvie




Museums

% National Museum of
History

(2L FRE B ) )

49, Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dLHirETFES495%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web:www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR & PAINTED
POTTERY (& =42 FA@FTRH ).

Through Dec 31

GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURE ART-
ICRAFTS: Enshrine Show  (HH 3 a2 %58 S 45 g :
B S 5% 2 ). This multi-faceted exhibition is
divided into 7 various eras ranging from the
Stone Age to the existing Republic of China.
Through Dec 31.

% National Palace Museum
(BN V)8R

221, Sec 2, Zhishan Rd, Taipei (&L E#=R
RE2215F)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel-
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION
OF MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION (%2
BRI A B 2 R ) The 359 ob-
jects included in Peng's donation encompass
a wide variety of objects, with the majority
comprised of gilt-bronze Buddhist sculptures.
These works of art represent periods span-
ning from the 11th century B.C. to more re-
cent times. Through Dec 31.

ASTONISHING HEAVEN?  CERAMICS,  JADES,
IVORY, CARVING, AND CURIO BOXES ([LL -7
TRKET VR B R X B2 B %) These
elegant objects from previous dynasties and
previous exhibitions have come to symbolize
traditional Chinese culture in the hearts and
minds of many from around the world.
Through Dec 31.

THE BUDDHA LIGHT ILLUMINATING ALL: TREA-
SURED BUUDDHIST SCRIPTURES AND PAINT-
INGS FROM THE MUSEUM COLLECTION (ff%i%
B — B ph A E 2 5 ): The exhibition
includes two sections, The Buddhist Text ({#:
#%) and The Buddhist Painting ({fi&). The
Buddhist texts on display include imprints of
the Sung (%) (960-1279) and Yuan (JC)
(1279-1368) dynasties, works by famed callig-
raphers, and scriptures transcribed by monks.
The section on Buddhist painting and callig-
raphy includes examples of sutras by famous
calligraphers. Along with the individual forms
of Chinese and Tibetan renderings of lohans
(% %), they illuminate the variety and
wealth of Buddhist art for all to appreciate
along with the texts and paintings. Through
Jan 15, 2006.

THE FIRST FAMILY UNDER HEAVENS: IMPERIAL
ARTS AND ARTIFACTS OF THE CHING DY-
NASTY (7% L £ ®) ) This exhibit allows
viewers to easily and personally look back
and understand the multi-faceted lives of
these imperial figures in the Forbidden City
from the old days of the Ch'ing dynasty. It
presents an up-close-and-personal look at
their human sides through concrete objects,
images, and archival records. Through Dec 10.
Y National Taiwan Museum
(BSZ 5 EEYIER)

2, Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (5LHiZElsi255%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after
repairs. It houses five departments: anthro-
pology, earth sciences, zoology, botany and
education. The collection features specimens
of Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

ANIMALS AND PLANTS OF TAIWAN (&1 4
Yy~ ). this nature exhibition is divided
into seven distinctive parts that present a
cross-section of Taiwan's natural flora and
fauna.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(AL SEATAE)

181, Sec 3, Zhongshan N Rd, Taipei (&ALt
L EER = EE1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays
BIAS - INTERNATIONAL SOUND ART EXHIBI-
TION (H %2 —[&K B 5 27 J£): Ten artists
specializing in sound and new media from
Europe, America and Japan show their works.
BIAS is the first attempt at introducing the
cross-platform, public, philosophical, and sci-
entific characteristics of sound art to Taiwan
in a medium-sized exhibition. Through Nov
20.

THE MOVEMENT OF BAMBOO STOOL-A MEMO-

POOHAT PRESENTS:

LAST EPISODE: TRANSPORTED FROM AN UNKNOWN LABRATORY
BY UNSCRUPULOUS SCIENTISTS USING ORGANISMS TO EXPIREMENT
ON HUMAN BEINGS OUR HERO IS SOMEHOW TRANSPORTED TO AN
UNKNOWN LAND!

TO BE CONTINUED...

BELIEVE FOR FREE!

WWW.POOHAT.BLOGSPOT.COM

ILLUSTRATION:  LEON 05

RIAL EXHIBITION OF LI JIN-SHIOW (173197
B—2 g Alf &%) An acrylic master of the
canvas whose time came too early, Li Jin-sh-
iow's (1953-2003) position w/in society was
considered to be much like a bamboo stool -
traditional, humble, and common. Through
Nov 27.

ALIEN LAND - METROPOLITAN VARIATIONS (%%
B — I i B & 4 ):  Multi-national art works
that discuss the subjective cultural definition
of "the city". Highlighting the metropolitan
theme, the exhibit is displayed in three sec-
tions: Geometric City, The Last Space, and
Alien Land. Through Jan 18.

LA VIE MODERNE, PARIS 1925 -1937 - LA
COLLECTION DE MUSEE D'ART MODERNE DE
LA VILL DE PARIS (A7 A — BRI HA
Al i ): 55 pieces of art works are se-
lected and put in display from the Museum
of Modern Art of Paris's collection. Famous
French artists at showing include Henri Ma-
tisse and Amedeo Modigliani, who also enjoy
great popularity in Taiwan. Through Feb 5.
% Museum of Contemporary
Art - Taipei (MOCA Taipei)
(GALEAETTEH)

39, Changan W Rd, Taipei (&dLiE2e061H39
5)-

TEL: (02) 2552-3721 ext. 301 & 302

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mon, tickets sold
until 5:30pm

Web: www.mocataipei.org.tw

WELL DONE—THE ART IN DESIGN WORLD (JE
I RGBS iR iERET): The ex-
hibition invites numerous art designers from
around the globe to show off their post-mod-
ern creativity, showing articles for daily life
design from special materials, figure arts and
animation. Through Dec 11.

% Zhuming Museum

(REAEATAE)

2 Xishihu, Jinshan, Taipei County (&dbRa<1L
BTG EAII2557).

Open: 10am-5pm, closed Mondays

Tel: (02) 2498 - 9940

Web: www.juming.org.tw

Ju-Ming is one of the most prestigious sculp-
tors and painters in Taiwan. His art reflects
local villagers' everyday lifestyles, such as
perspectives on agricultural. His newest ex-
hibit, THE LIVING WORLD SERIES - MONK (A
[ % %1 — (F13) ), displays Ju-Ming's unique
view on the life of the Buddhist monks.
Through Feb 19.

% National Taiwan Arts Edu-
cation Center

(B AERTZHER)

47, Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&biiF1EEE4755).
Open: Mon - Sun, 9am - 5pm

Tel: (02) 2311 - 0574

Web: www.arte.gov.tw

SPECIAL EXHIBIT OF THE INVITED WORKS OF
THE JUDGING COMMITTEE, THE 17TH NATION-
AL ART EXHIBITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA (551t 4 B S JRe AT R & B (F i g
J&£): This art exhibition holds the title in
having the longest running history in the Re-
public of China. Put forth by the Ministry of
Education, the works are divided into contest
and invitation divisions, and represent ten
categories of art, with 159 known artists in-
vited. The first stage, from Oct 28 to Nov
16, exhibits oil painting, water coloring,

printmaking, design, and sculpture. The 2nd
stage, from Nov 18 to Dec 6, exhibits Chi-
nese painting, calligraphy, seal carvings, pho-
tography, and crafts. Through Dec 6.

% Shihsanhang Museum
(+=17188)

200, Museum Rd, Bali Township, Taipei Coun-
ty (G L8R VL ) A8 % 2002557

Open: Tue - Fri, 9:30am - 5pm & Sat - Sun,
9:30am - 6pm

Tel: (02) 2619 - 1313

Web:  www.sshm.tpc.gov.tw/econtent/index.
asp

The Shihsanhang Museum collection was re-
covered form an ancient ruin in 1989. The
artifacts and other cultural objects, which
range from 500 - 1800 years old, were made
by Taiwanese aborigines in the Stone Age.

Galleries

*IT Park Art Gallery

(@A)

2-3F, 40 Yitong St, Taipei (Jbfi {14055
2-31%)

Web: www.etat.com/itpark

Open: Mon - Sat, 1pm -12pm

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

OXY - A SOLO EXHIBITION BY TSENG YU-CHIN
(B g ). Born in 1978, this young
artist now studies at the Graduate School of
Arts and Technology, Taipei National Univer-
sity of Arts. Visual-arts and photographical
works from Tseng's own selection are dis-
played. Through Nov 19.

%Jazz Photography Gallery
(B3 - s 2dg), 2F, 433, Sec 2, Bade Rd,
Taipei (L7 /\FEREE — 43357 24). Open:
Mon - Sunday, 10am - é6pm.

Tel: (02) 2741 - 2256

LES PORTRAITS PHOTOGRAPHES EUROPEENS -
JI GUO-ZHANG SOLO PHOTO EXHIBITION ([
W R g — O B B 4 BT R ) France
based photographer and Taiwanese artist Ji
Guo-Zhang displays his portraits of numerous
European photography virtuosos. The two
themes in this exhibition include historical
eminence and contemporary  masters.
Through Nov 17.

% SLY Art

CHT4EE)

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd,
Taipei (AETHTHRILHAEES —BA1E515.225F)

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed - Sun 1pm - 8pm

Web: www.etat.com/slyart/

DIGI-ART PLAY (Zr#i#):Held by the Digital
Art Lab (872l B i %), the exhibition is
divided into two separate plays, featuring
paintings supported and inspired by digital
technology. A guided tour is held each
Wednesday. Through Dec 4.

* TIVAC

(BEBEERE )

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (kT
BERIFA5TR2957 1)

Web: tivac.net

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue - Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat - Sun
12pm-6pm, closed Mondays

SONG OF THE WANDERER — TAIWAN - GER-
MAN PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION (ifiiE.Z# &
. R 5 44 % ). This photo  exhibition

aims at highlighting the social problems re-
lating to family values and the modern indi-
vidual. Artists invited: German photographers
Ulrike Myrzik and Manfred Jarisch present the
theme, ARCHITECTURE OF THE HOMELESS,
Taiwanese artist Ho Ching Tai ({i[f&%g) pre-
sents SHADOWED LIFE, and Jiang Shih-Shien
(JLEEf) presents HOMELESS. Through Nov 23.

THE MODEL HOUSE - HUANG YACHI SOLO EX-
HIBITION (741 2 S 25l — 5 n AT Jg€ ): - This
series is Huang's personal introspection into
social phenomenon, questioning the definition
of well-being and home in contemporary lives.
Moving between Kobe, Taipei, and New York,
the artist, who is deeply affected by
renowned German architectural photographers
Bernd & Hilla Becher, interprets her con-
cepts towards building aesthetics through
photo shooting. From Nov 26 - Dec 21.

% Miniature Museum of Tai-

wan (4418 4 48)

B1, #96, Jianguo N. Rd. Sec. 1 (Z:EJL#—
F£9675B1)

Tel: (02)2515-0853

Web: www.mmot.com.tw

Open: Tue - Sun 10am-6pm

3D PAPER MODELS EXHIBITION (3D &4 f):
The exhibition displays accurate and detailed
paper models. Amateur and professional pa-
per artists use digitalized technique to design
hard-to-believe paper models, such as tower
ing buildings or delicately made train models.
Through Dec 25.

% Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (FAETTE bR FL25248:195731)
Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tue - Sat, 11am-7pm

A PEEP INTO CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE
PHOTOGRAPHY (—# & s {CiEs): The exhi-
bition highlights the evolution of Taiwanese
photography, introducing and reviewing the
growing process of this art throughout the
last 50 years, from the Martial Law Era to
the experimental art trends during the late
90's. Nine artists take part in this exhibition,
each representing a different aspect of Tai-
wanese society. Through Dec 17.

% Thalie Theatre Acting

Workshop 2

Time: 2-6 pm Sundays (Nov 27, Dec 4, 11,
18, Jan 8, 15, 27)

Fee: 2200 NTD (students:1600 NTD) ;
Thalians: 1000 NTD; student: 800NTD)

Venue: 2F, No.136, Sec.3, Mingchuan E Rd,
near the MRT Brown-line Zhongshan Station
HAbT AR 3E 13655248 (FEE LiE k)
Phone: 0955-599-920 Daniel

Website: http://home.kimo.com.tw/thaliethe-
atre

After the latest production, A Dream Play, in
the Red Theatre, Thalie's director Daniel,
who has studied Speech & Drama in London
and at Ecole Jacques Lecoq in Paris, will
work on Thalie Workshop 1-3 (end up before
next summer.) Workshop 2 focuses on the
topic of the rehearsing process and individual
performing style. Come and experience a
master's acting training - here in Taiwan!
Don't miss it.
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@®@Language exchange

Hi! i am a girl who want to practice
english and franch in taipei! i am
looking for a person who can speak
english or french and want to im-
prove chinese!

my e-mail: popmaymay@hotmail.com

® Looking for langauge ex—
change

I am looking for English speakers to
do some language exchange. [ speak
Chinese fluently and hope that peo-
ple who are willing to learn Chinese
or make friends can email me via
chartier0610@gmail.com

@®Find people to do language-
exchange (Chinese —— English)
1 am eliverra male from Taiwan * 30
years old * and gradvate from an u-
niversity . Now * I act as an engi-
neer * and want to make languageex-
change (Chinese<-->English) with the
person who is a native English
speaker . If you want to learn Chi-
nese from me * it's a correct deci-
sion . But I also hope you can teach
me English as patient as I teach you
Chinese . 1 have great sincerity -
and if you also ' then you can con-
tact me with my E-mail
b8342011@ms6.url .com. tw Have a
good day !!
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®Language exchange

hello’i am Elsa'living in Taipei.]
want to find someone to pratice Eng-
lish by language exchang'maybe
1~2hours a week *if u are a foreign-
er want to learn Chinese'u can con-
tact with me by

msn:dry_520@hotmail .com

OREMEMNARAN BERE
AR RSN A RE -

I am a student. i want practice my
english. i hope some english native
speaker can improve my english. of
course* u also want to learn chinese
.my name is ken® and i' m 25 years
old. right now i am a graduate stu-
dent. my major is business adminis-
tration.my school is ntust.

i hope i can make new friends.

if u want exchage language® please
input my msn: throught0516@yahoo.com
Ltw

1 will discuss about something with
u.
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@ Language Exchange (Chi-
nese/English/Japanese)

I live in Taipei Male’ 28 years old
. 1'm looking for a partner who is a
Japanese native speaker. Hope to
meet 1~2 times a week® at Starbucks
or some coffee shops.... Please con-
tact me via e-mail: pianoliv@hotmail
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1. Madonna
Hung Up
2. Prodigy
Voodoo People / Out of Space
3. Coburn
We Interrupt This Programme
4. Sub Focus
Frozensolid
5. Mylo Vs Miami Sound Machine
Doctor Pressure
6. Aquasky & Meat Katie
Overneath
7. Mish Mash Ft Lois
Speechless
8. Dons Ft Technotronic
Pump Up The Jam
9. Blaze Pts Uda Ft Tucker
Most Precious Love
10. Freeform Five
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No More Conversations

1. Pharrell Williams
Can | Have It Like That?
2. 50 Cent
Window Shopper
3. Baby J
Let It Go (Remix)

4. Kanye West
Heard Em Say
5. Black Twang
Travelling
6. Micall Parknsun
| Don't Wanna Stay Here
7. Lil Kim
Lighters Up
8. Ghostface Killer
Be Easy
9. Lil Wayne
Fireman
10. Fugees
Take It Easy
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