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For residency rights, the time is now

Linda Arrigo on grappling with the Ministry of the Interior
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BY MICHAEL FAHEY

LAST MONTH, Linda Arrigo made headlines
in local papers again. This time her fame
spanning the major history of Taiwan's
democracy movement was only the pretence.
The real reason was that after decades in
Taiwan, she was having visa problems.

So when Arrigo held a press conference
to talk about alien resident visa issues on Sep.
8, the press came running, and they also
almost completely missed her point. Suspecting
as much, POTS met with Arrigo at her home
in a pleasant southern suburb of Taipei for
two wide-ranging conversations. There she
clarified the details of her struggle to renew
her residency with a great deal of mischievous
good humor and, more poignantly, shared her
insights on how foreigners might shape a
strategy to effect change. In this, she also
made an offer. Veteran democracy activist and
long-time Taiwan resident Linda Arrigo is
ready to help other international residents
work for expanded foreigner rights. And she
thinks the time to act is now.

Arrigo had for many years held a
residence visa through a work permit issued
by the Ministry of the Intetior to Taiwan's
Green Party (as in the environmental group,
not the DPP). That work permit authorized
the party to have Arrigo work as its
international affairs officer. Arrigo freely
admits that this most unusual of work permits
was reluctantly issued by the Ministry of the
Interior after a good deal of arm twisting by
a legislator she has known since the days of
the democracy movement in the late 1970s.

But then last year, Arrigo went to apply
for an extension and was told that the
Council of Labor Affairs now handled all
work permit applications. Her extension should
have been no-brainer because the head of the
Council was also an old friend — none other
than Chen Chu, one of the Kaohsiong Eight
along with Arrigo's ex-husband Shih Ming-de.

But no, it turned out that even Chen Chu,
on whose release from prison Arrigo worked
tirelessly for years, couldn't help.

One of Arrigo's most engaging characteristics
is her tenacious grasp of detail, and in telling
this story she implicitly savaged one of the
oft-heard myths about Taiwan — that gwazx/
rules all.

Laughing, Arrigo said that Chen kept
telling her that something would be worked
out, but Arrigo was for seven months shuffled
between the powerful Ministry of the Interior
and the Council of Labor Affairs, neither of
which was willing to take responsibility for
issuing a new work permit that would allow
her to work for the Green Party legally albeit
at little or no pay. At one point, she came
within hours of leaving the country before
getting a phone call from the Taipei City
Foreign Affairs police telling her to come
down to the station after hours to get her
ARC renewed.

Adivist Linda Arrigo. PHOTO:  ARRIGO

Perhaps more interestingly, Arrigo, a fierce
critic of today's DPP, never showed a trace
of resentment or suggested that the DPP
owed her anything. Instead, she agreed that
powerful career civil servants, especially in the
Ministry of the Interior, probably do not want
to see her or other foreigners exercise their
basic civil rights, work for NGOs, or do
anything else for that matter that is not
within the narrow purview of what those civil
servants deem appropriate for foreigners to be
doing.

The Ministry which supervises the
National Police Agency — has two powerful
tools it uses to dispose of meddlesome
foreigners: the law and its administration of
the law. From a foreignet's point of view,
changing Taiwan's Immigration Law should be
the ultimate goal, especially the provisions in
that allow the police to deport foreigners who
"engage in activites incompatible with the
putposes of their visit." However, changes will
not do much good if the Ministry is allowed
to continue to bend the law to its will
through arbitrary interpretations and bad faith
implementation.

A good example of this is permanent
residence, a category of residence created by
the Immigration Law after years of activism
by Richard Hartzell. The normal path to
permanent residence is through legal residence
of five or seven consecutive years. But the
Ministry, which oversees permanent residence
applications, has prevented many legitimate
applicants from becoming permanent residents
by playing word games with the definition of
"consecutive" that fly in the face of the plain
Chinese meaning and intent of the law.

Even more egregious was their treatment
of Arrigo's application for permanent residence
by means of a second, less well-known path
to permanent residency. Under the law,
foreigners who have made special
contributions to Taiwan can apply for
permanent residency. But when Arrigo, an
obvious candidate, applied, she was told to
forget about it — no one had ever been
approved and no mechanism existed to

approve her application anyway. The contempt
of Taiwan's civil servants for Taiwan's own
laws was palpable.

While it is possible to challenge the
Ministry with court cases, this can be
expensive, time consuming, and usually applies
to individual cases rather than patterns of
administrative behavior. Even worse, justice all
too often comes too late for resident alien
victims of arbitrary decisions by civil servants.

Instead, Arrigo recommends a strategy of
activism that would use media attention and
pressure from her many friends in high places
to crack the Ministry's haughty intransigence.
But a key factor would be whether this
strategy of activism can win support from the
public. Arrigo thinks it can, if it is framed in
such a way that appeals to the middle class's
sense of justice and serves Taiwan's broader
interests.

One particularly promising approach would
be to work first on the issue of volunteer
work by foreigners and employment of
foreigners by NGOs. The animal rights
movement, for instance, is a rare example of
a social issue that has not yet been poisoned
by identity politics. The public will find it
hard to believe that foreigners cannot work
for the rights of animals without fear,
however remote, of deportation.

The NGO employment issue is perhaps
even more promising. Taiwan is finally
beginning to wake up to the fact that formal
diplomacy may be less valuable than the kinds
of substantive goodwill that real particpation
in international NGO organizations can bring.
Taiwanese NGOs would be able to operate
far more effectively if they employed
foreigners who can help the Taiwanese NGOs
communicate with their international
counterparts. Both NGOs and the broader
public could be mobilized on this issue if it
was explained to the public that civil servants,
motivated by partisan politics, were blocking
legitimate efforts to put Taiwan on the
international stage. With public support,
political pressure could be brought to bear in
individual cases through Arrigo's contacts in
the government.

Arrigo emphasized that while she is willing
to help, she cannot lead this effort because of
her commitments to other projects, including
writing her long-awaited book on the history
of Taiwan's democracy movement. But she
stressed that with the momentum generated by
her case, international residents should act
sooner, rather than later. Linda Arrigo is ready,
but is Taiwan's international community
cohesive enough to avail itself of her good
offices?

Zhis s FPare One of a two-part discussion.

The next m the secries will run next week.
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Cultural Production [Filml

The Orchid Island waiting game

Somtimes the pace of life - and romance - should be slow

BY MALCOLM PARKER

Film: Fishing Luck (ZEf#7A)
Director: Tseng Wen-chen (g40¥2)
Release: Friday, Oct. 14
Language: Mand/Ch. Subs.

VETERAN DOCUMENTARY director Tseng
Wen-chen (f§4%) has made her first foray
into narrative cinema, and it is set on lovely,
and lovingly photographed Orchid Island. The
film is a well-tuned — as in quiet —
romantic story in which not much happens,
certainly in comparison to recent Hollywood,
which forces moments upon you. What does
happen slowly builds for a cumulative
emotional effect, with developments
surrounding two main characters, the Taipei
woman, Zing, and Behong, a member of
Orchid Island’ s indigenous Tao aboriginal
group (also called Yami).

On Orchid Island, Behong, Jeddah, and
Qingkuang, are lifelong friends content to live
an idyllic life, even if they may be the only
young people around. Behong refers to his

group as “The Three Musketeers” — though
they are all more likely to be D’ Artagnan
than Athos, Porthos, or Aramis — and at

the beginning the three convert a wheezing
old Buick into a colorful convertible with
which to shuttle people about the island.

Their first passenger is Zing, a young
woman from Taipei who has flown in to
survey the island for cell phone reception
strength. Behong is attentive to her but
respectful, and the two end up spending
much time together. Zing has a boyfriend
back in Taipei, whom she seems engaged to
but not enraptured with, and things go sour
with him early on. At the same time, her
wallet goes missing, necessitating a longer stay.
She becomes attached to the people, to
Behong especially, and bunks down in his
unfinished house — though quite chastely.
She is also enraptured of the bucolic pacing
and freedom of the place, far from the
mindless rush of Taipei.

Zing does eventually leave, but afterwards
both she and Behong continue to be drawn
to each other, and thus begins the age old
device of these films: the waiting game —
and we do wait. Behong goes out to catch
the flying fish, signifying for the Tao a man’s
growth in maturity and adulthood, and he
works on finishing his house, a ritual to
form the basis of a family. Zing passes the
time in Taipei constantly reminded of Behong
and Orchid Island, both of which she will
return to.

It is often in movies ostensibly about
cultural clashes or with romanticized ideas of
nature — /7shme Luck is both — that there
is the need to over-express clements in the
characters. This is fine if you wish to explore
types, bad if it subsumes. Tseng has used
actors before as she explored the notion of
reconstructed scenes as part of documentary.
But here, despite the fact that the characters
are emblematic of ideas, the performances are
remarkably withdrawn and pulled back, letting
the story and the audience do much of the
work. This is all the more remarkable given
the pop-culture profiles of the two leads.
Biung (EZER) is a highly popular folk

Taipei girl (Linda) meets cute ui)origin.(l'l boy (Biung)“in dreamy setfing (Orchid Island).

singer who has acted in TV dramas, and
Linda is mainly known as a flamboyant MTV
V]J. The rest of the cast are mainly
non-professionals, and Tseng s documentary
background shows its strength here: the small
scenes with Behong' s family — his father
and sister — and the island’ s fishermen are
very strong, lending a great sense of place
and time to the movie and giving it great
strength. The script for the most part never
forces it along, and there is quite a bit of
humor — Tseng even gets in a witty little
joke, having the announcer of a radio
program, “Starry Night,” propose that
“Wwaiting” is the loveliest verb.

The photography by Chin Ting-Chang (58
IE) is warm and open, relying outside
mainly on natural or available light and inside
on harmony of lighting sources to maintain
the same feeling. Together with Tseng, he
also establishes a suitable, but not overstated,
contrast with the boxed-in, moody Taipei
scenes. The locations were lit to allow
freedom for the actors, letting them roam
without always having to worry about hitting
a mark, and again, this aided the actors in
coming across as natural. The editing keeps
the structure intact, handling the parallel
moments in the latter part ably, using
medium shots, and foregoing insert shots to
draw attention to things which would only
serve to distract.

Tseng has crafted a lovely film that sits
firmly in the wide middle ground between

genre and rarefied art cinema. Romantic films
that feel honest are remarkably hard to come
by, and those that seck to express notions of
cultural difference and loss without being
didactic are even harder. I am reminded of
the early films of Ang Lee, the ones that
sparked an awareness of Taipei those years
ago. That s good.

Last weekend, POTS got to meet up with
Tseng for a short interview about A7s/4770
Luck and the changes it represents for her
as a director:

POTS: Why, after several successful
documentaries, and at a time when docs are
gaining in popularity, did you decide to make
this narrative film2

Tseng Wen-chen: When I was a documentary
director, there were some things which 1
could not satisfy. I could not control the
direction that the film took, or the things
which happened. I thought that if I made a
narrative film I could have that level of
control. On an eatlier documentary made in
1999 for a TV station, I met a lot of the
young people on Orchid Island and heard a
lot of stories and had this idea. When 1
came back I tried to get the ideas down. 1
had never written a script and didn’ t know
how, so I read a lot of scripts to teach my-
self. After many years, I wrote the script
with a co-writer in one and a half months. 1
had already used some narrative techniques in
some of my documentaries and was interested

PHOTO: WEI XIANG INTERNATIONAL




in exploring it. For me, documentaries and narrative films are not
so different: they are both about stories, and letting the audience
like the story is the most important thing. I may make another
documentary, there are no limits. And this film is just about the
idea.

POTS: Was the script followed closely in the shooting or did it change
once you were on Orchid Island?

Tseng: It was followed very closely since the time we had to shoot
was very limited. We shot in just 28 days, from Apr. 26 to May
25. 1 had time to rehearse with the actors before shooting.

POTS: The lead performances are very subdued and restrained. Did you
have to work hard with them during the rehearsal period?

Tseng: Every time we tehearsed, 1 would have someone record it
on video and we could watch it, and I could ask them to change a
little. I also had some homework for them, and we worked for
about two months. When we started, they were both too big for
the roles, and I got them to be quicter. Before the film started, I
organized a trip and took them so they could feel the ambience of
the island. At that time, we went to the pub, the airport, and the
parent’ s house to get a sense. Biung (F-7ZJ8) had to learn a lot
for the movie: the harmonica, diving, and the local language. He
also had to learn how to row the boat for the fishing, and he was
in the hardest seat on the boat, and we had no time for him to
practice.

POTS: Linda’ s character is also well done in that she isn’t exaggerated.
And it's is also interesting that she is sad for most of the movie, which
is odd for a romantic movie.

Tseng: Because Orchid Island is such a quiet place, she couldn’ t be
very loud. We wanted to make her bright, young, and colorful
without making her too strange. She couldn’ t be a tourist but had
to get to know the people. It's not really a romantic movie, but
the life on Orchid Island is very simple, and I wanted to show this,
but 1 didn’ t want to make it too serious. We have many
documentaries on aborigines in Taipei, which are very serious and
sad, and I wanted to do it differently. So I chose the love story to
let the audience get in closer.

Many thanks to Fleai Wang who provided the tanslation services
for this mterview.
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B1-6 LiShui Street
02 2321 8949
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[Living in the Moviesl
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Two Taiwan films this week Lishing Lok (see p18) und /.. /// Love

BY MALCOLM PARKER

THIS WEEK is a bonanza of gender studies.

The Women Make Movies festival is in town,
if you didn't know, and is well worth going
to, if not just for the chance to see theory
faves Catherine Breillat and Laura Mulvey's
films, but the little-seen and magnificently
intelligent films of German New Cinema's
Margarethe von Trotta. The festival has
expanded greatly, moving into the Shin
Kong-plex in Ximending, and concomitantly
extended its range, including not only a
sidebar for movies by men, experimental
shorts and more. It's a great program, so
check it out at the cinema or online at ww.
WMW.COMm.tw.

Contrast that to the tumescence of the
regular releases this week, beginning with the
fantastic Czboy down to the sordid Four
LDrothers, and you'd have yourself a damn
fine college paper.

—New Releases: Oct 14—

Fishing Luck (55757 R8H)
THEATERS: WV(Xinyi), Spring Cinema Galaxy, Showtime, Ha La,
Cinemark

See review and interview.
Fall...in Love (f&A)

THEATERS: WV(Xinyi), Spring Cinema Galaxy, Cinemark, Shin
Shin

Review coming next week.

Oldboy (J#JE1L)

THEATERS: Cinemark, WV(Xinyi), Chang Chun

From the opening rooftop sequence to the
snowy ending, Park Chan-Wook's film, the
second in his vengeance trilogy, is a slab of
meaty magnificence in which all the elements
fuse together to bring that frisson, that
hair-raising elation, that few films even dare
to hope to achieve, let alone do. Poor salary
man, Oh Dai Su, played in fulminating rage

IMAGE REBEC[A

by Choi Min-Sik, is kidnapped and kept in a
drab hotel room by unknown forces for 13
years, being hypnotized sometimes. He trains
his body, bashing his fists against his prison
walls, rehearsing for the time he is free and
can exact his revenge. The top is mounted
and left behind in an operatic howl of
hammers and sadomasochistic comeuppance.
Park is a master of pacing; slowly the pieces
come together and the finale is heart
wrenching and gut churning, set deep in
blood and emotion, unafraid to show its pain.
(Park Chan Wook, Korea, 2003, 120min,
Kor/Ch subs)

Red Eye (ZLfifZE)

THEATERS: Le Sheng, Spring Cinema Galaxy, WV(Xinyi), WV
(Tienmu), WV(Miramar), Shin Shin, Scholar, Ha La, Yang Ming,
Dong Yan Ya

On a train's last tun, a train which has cars
from a crash years ago in which 100 people
were killed, a train cart attendant, Oh Mi-sun,
has her first shift. It isn't too far into the
voyage that talk of ghosts begins, and
mysterious things start to happen. Trains are
a great device — tight, rattling between
stations, between states— and the film moves
easily between past and present, between life
and death. Many people seem to have links
to the past wreck, almost as if they were
drawn to the train. Washrooms, water,
reflections, flickering lights, and creeping
viscous fluid are still key motifs, and director
Kim Dong-bin often shoots from high up or
down low, keeping everything askew. It's an
effective but not stunning Korean horror film
that takes its time and spreads the chills out
amongst many of the large cast.(Kim
Dong-bin, Korea, 2005, 98min, Kor/Ch subs)

Manderlay (npl_&ﬁﬂjﬂ)

THEATERS: Spring Cinema Galaxy

Lars von Trier contains his examination of
morality and statehood in his second film of
the American trilogy, beginning where

Dogville left off, save for the change of key
stars. In this tale of a grand estate,
Manderlay, which in 1933 has continued to
use slaves, von Trier, ever the provocateur,
tackles the establishment of democracy in
nations at all costs. His minimal stagings,
deliberateness, and extreme stylizations are a
struggle for some, but it is a rewarding
experience. (Lars von Trier, Denmark, 2005,
139min, En/Ch subs)

Machuca (H4FE5 2 1)

THEATERS: WV(Xinyi), Breeze

A smattering of both of the recent films
Crash and  7he Dreamers can be recognized
in this tepid look at the Chilean revolution
which saw the assassination of Allende and
installation of America's friend, the
bloodthirsty Pinochet. It is the story of three
friends of different classes and each scene is
structured to give us a little punch of
injustice. The characters stay within their
rigidly determined functional boundaries and
any changes are telegraphed inside of the
first moments of the formulaic story. (Andres
Wood, Spain/Chile/France/UK, 121min,
Span/Ch subs)

The Nutracker and Mouseking (fHBEEH)

THEATERS: President

Dagnabbit, they changed the release date. See
last week's review. (Tatyana llyina & Michael
Johnson, US/Germany/Russia, 2004, 82min,
Germ/Ch subs)

Battle Royale 2 (R#EFX 2)

THEATERS: select theaters

Pulpy, raw Zale Royale was a great fury of
satite and Kinji Fukasaku's last great hurrah.
He died during the making of this sequel
and his son, Kenta, took over — proving
that the apple can fall far from the tree. It's
three years after the first BR and the two
escapees, Nanahara and Noriko, have taken
their fight to the cities of Japan. BRIl was
enacted and now a class of kids is enlisted
to attack the terrorists ensconced on the
island. They have the requisite death
necklaces and crazy teacher — this one a
possessed Elvis storm trooper played by Riki
Takeuchi. The politics are muddled and more
specific than the last film, aimed at the US,
and diminish the movie. The body count and
blood packs are greater, but the grit is less,
displaced by ponderousness and Awvace Ryan
stylistic realism. (Kenta Fukasaku, Japan, 2003,
132min, Jap/Ch subs)

Four Brothers (IMEEY.25)

THEATERS: major theaters

A saintly old woman in Detroit, foster
mother to four troubled boys, is gunned
down in a corner store. The boys, two white,
two black, reunite to extract a little
vengeance, uncover a conspiracy, and
rampage with impunity. John Singleton had
promise, once, immediately after his
breakthrough film KLoyz 2 the Hood, but
now he specializes in macho posturing
movies like this one, that feature violence
without any repercussions and lots of
swearing. (John Singleton, US, 2005, Eng/Ch
subs)

Theater locations - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - oo

Tel: (02) 2757-2345
— Ximending —
Ambassador (%

-— East Taipei —
Breeze (/%)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(1R FT R — B 39 57),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234
Clnemark (=B RN
Sec 4, Bade Rd Tel: (02) 23889948

[DZHZI‘TJ/\{@E%@J:Q 138 9% B1), in the Liv- Hoover (5%3E)

Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang St
Te\: (02) 3762-2001
Mei Hua (iE10)
2F, 63, Sec 3, Hop mg E Rd
(& ILTHRIZE RS 3 Y 63 B 2 1)
Tel: (02) 27372295
Warner Village, Xinyi
[ﬁ%ﬁ&iﬁ{ﬁi
1618 Songshou Rd
(BALTHIAR 18 5%)

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival GZETE)

Te\ (02) 2331-5067
Majestlc (EE3)

Te\ (02) 2331-2270
President (i)
59, Sec 1 Zhonghuo Rd

Te\ (02) 23885576

88 Chengdu Rd (ﬂtm&ﬁﬁﬁ% 88 %)

52 Emei St (IkIBTE 52 5%)

EALHRE S 2Ex 89 5f)

16 Hanzhong St (BALTiE A 116 55)

GALrEER, 1B 50 5%

Showtime [EH@‘T]
87, Sec 2, Wuchang
‘Djtm—ha{ﬂ QEQ 87 %)
Tel: (02) 2331-5256
Spring Cinema Galaxy (‘f‘ﬁ@,
10F, 52 Honzhong St (EEFRfE 52 5% 10 1)
Tel: (02) 2381-1339
— North Taipei —
Chang Chun (E#)
172 Chang Chun Rd
1Dihﬂ1§§ﬁ% 172 5%)
Tel: (02] 2507-4141
Gaver‘nol‘ CHEEN
219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
(uihmﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁé 2 E& 210 9%
Tel: (02] 2741-5991
Scholar (£%)
176 Changchun Rd (& 176 55)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

3, lane

Shin Shin (k)
247 linsen N Rd
(BRI 247 55)
Tel: (02) 2537.1889
SPDT, Taipei Film House (%)
18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd
Tel: (02) 27782991
— South Taipei —
Bai Lao Hui ((5#%H)
200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(B AL RETIERS 4 B 200 57)
Tel: (02) 2299-4033
Dong Nan Ya (CHFin)
e 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(Bt 4 B 136 4 3 5F)
Tel: (02) 23686839
Ju Xing [EE%%?E%O
1F, 36, ngchon
BALERTE 36 f 1 1)

Tel: (02) 2934-9399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —
Ha La (/417

6F, 72, Sec 3, Kun Ning Rd, Neihu
St %& B 7288 6 1)

Tel (02) 2633-51
Warner Vlllage Miramar
CEREERA )

O69F 22, Jlngl:Ye 3r

(B 2251‘(30*%]
Tel: (02) 8161- <900

Warner Village, Tienmu
CEWRFRED

4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(B LT MR — E 202 %5 4 1)
Tel: (02] 28763300

Yang Ming (57)

113 Wenlin Rd (STHKES 113 5%)
Tel: (02) 28814636




Cultural Production

More than meets the eye

Sometimes plaques on the wall can help

BY CHARLES MCHALE

Exhibition: 1996-2005 Someday, Something and
Someone: solo exhibition by Lai Ching-sheng (#&
TR E—RAR— e H > — LR A
Gallery: IT Park, 2-3F, 40 Yitong St, Taipei (b
i 7405 2-31%)

Dates: through Oct. 15

Exhibitions: The Scenery Beyond (ki 5
by Cai Zhifen (Z57[-25) and Beyond the
Scenery Beyond (@i E\ SY5dukk) by Chen
Yifan (f— L)

Gallery: SLY Art (#7%4EH), 152, Lane 11, Sec
2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (AL LAERE
L1152 25%)

Dates: through Oct. 15

ARTIST LAI CHIN-SHENG'S video shows a
bedroom, a bed, a desk and a man working
on the computer. Completely mundane with
the exception of the ceiling, which is overrun
with a projection of a street in heavy traffic.
Is this the nightmare of commuters, an
invasion of the public hell into the space we
most consider private? As a spectator, it has
a dreamy glide of slipping motion against the
still of the room — the essence of an MRT
nappet's slight grin. As a viewer we also
have no indication that the projection isn't a
digital editing effect; it seems the result of
Lai's drilling a hole in the wall of his
bedroom to create a room size camera
obscura, a device that works like a pinhole
camera.

Lai's retrospective, "Someday, Something
and Someone" at IT Park features video and
video documentation of installations and
actions, including collaborative works, over
the last nine years. Works range from the
minimal beauty of a tower of bricks in an
arched ceiling factory space to absurdist
scientific weight measurements for single
grains of rice. Like many sculptors, Lai has
worked in construction. This "day job" has
provided a gold mine of inspiration for a
solid body of work that transforms building
spaces into playgrounds of possibility.

The show's missing puzzle piece is a
statement explaining what these works are.
To note: a room-sized camera obscura and
grains of rice being measured. This is not
obvious, and the problem form many people
is that they're intimidated by the idea of
"getting it," that simple premise of art, jokes,
and language. We're not looking for that
handheld touch of the docent at the museum
explaining Cezanne in a school marm's tone,
just a statement of what isn't obvious. This
happens far too often in art, and my
purpose here isn't to fault IT Park, one of
Taipei's gems for provocative work in a
fantastic space (Lai's show is one of the best
this year, so hurry! It closes on the 15th).

Tucked in an alley just east of Linsen N.
Rd. and north of Nanjing E. Rd., SLY
Artspace is a gutsy little gallery that leans
toward the unconventional. The work shown
swings from Lowbrow Pop to what some
call "Avant Garde" and places in between.
The current show is a mess of conversations,
literally. Cai Zhi-fen presents dialogues
between her small sculptures and an image.
The standout is two paper boats sailing an
inverted landscape image that is scrawled with

her son's handwriting — a true dialogue.
(Don't miss her installation at Grass
Mountain Chateau this month.) From Cai's
work to the piece by Chen Yi-fan, things
turn bizarre. The entire space is bathed in
black light alternating every 15 minutes,
lluminating a line of text that runs around
the walls. The text is Cai's artist's statement,
and Chen has run it through a translator
program 50 times, going through Mandarin,
Japanese, and English and back again. Chen's
concept comes from a Cartesian solipsism:
"Can we ever really be understood?" From
one person to another, man to woman,
Chinese to Japanese to English? I asked
Chen if this was sad or funny. He said, "Yes
"I let you be the judge, but for me, at
first glance the text seemed to be poorly
translated poetry.

"What does it meanr" is something
everyone has asked of a painting or sculpture
. The answer is usually lodged somewhere
between dusty tomes of art history, vague
artist's statements and the fact that good art
is both an experiment in seceing things in a
new way and a question in itself.
Contemporary art, particularly new media
often raises the questions "What is it?" and
"Is that really Art ?" These questions loom
in these two shows, and also the B!AS
sound art exhibition at the Taipei Fine Arts
Museum (reviewed two weeks ago in POTS
#379).

Trying to bridge the gap between the
new idea and the audience is a challenge for
the artists, curators, venues, viewers of art,
and me in writing this article. The New
York MOMA did an observational study to
determine the average time a viewer stands in
front of an artwork, not just looking at the
art, but reading the wall text, shoe gazing,

A public hell in your bedroom? Hurry! Lai Chingsheng's show at IT Park comes down soon.

PHOTO: [T PARK

ass scratching: 7 seconds. I can't find a
quote, but I'm sure some highly respected
person more famous than me has presented
the idea that the petfect work of art doesn't
need to be one of staggering beauty, but
something that by simple means changes the
way we see the world. There's a lot of art
these days where the idea is more intriguing
and beautiful than what you see or hear. As
viewers, we shouldn't be satisfied with a
cursory glance and we should ask when the
art is questionable. The only risk is spending
your time investigating the subjective
experience that art is and coming away with
a flat, shallow, inconsequential perspective.
For the artists, curators, and venues, you've
got 7 seconds.

Renaissance painting was based on a
mathematic principle for determining the
optical effect of perspective in two
dimensions. You don't need to know Leon
Battista Alberti's formulas to appreciate the
painting; you can see it. That idea of
perspective is what makes Renaissance
painting important and different from what
came before it. You're not going to destroy
the beautiful curiosity of a viewer
approaching an artwork by telling them what
to look for, or what it is.

Judging from the speed of headphones
dropping back in the cradle at BIAS, you
don't have time to spare. If all this sounds
like a littde to much or you can't bear the
idea of having to think anymore, you still
have a week to check out Vivienne
Westwood's bombastic fashions (upstairs from
BIAS at TFAM), or else head over to the
Museum of Contemporary Art for their new
design show. At least you won't have to
wonder what it is.




Listings

Concerts and Events

% La Petite Nurse's Last Ulti-
matum Concert

(7Nt - P o TR T )

Friday, Oct 14 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (X[##E35)

10, Chengdu Rd, Taipei (&dLHiEENES105%)
Tickets: 500 through the ERA System (‘Ef{
Tel: ERA System 02-23419898

Established in June, 2002, LA PETITE NURSE's
blunt attitude reflects the original intention
of composing; To sing simply; to love roman-
tically; to live bravely, ' are the golden rules
they followed on their musical path. Abiding
by the rock poet, CHEN SHENG's ([ 5.) steps
and mission, LA PETITE NURSE hopes to
plant and nurture the young seeds of rock
and roll in Taiwan's pop music circle!

% Six Episodes of World-Pan
Yue-yun 2005 Concert

(BB VU -7 B ZE 200535 E )

Saturday- Sunday, Oct 15-16 at 7:30

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (A0 &EE)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&dbifi{ &y
B5055%)

Tickets: 800- 2500 through ERA System (4Ef%
EIERH)

Tel: ERA System 02-23419898

Web: www.ticket.com.tw

PAN's unique tone is magnetic and full of
feeling. Although the generations of music
keep changing, her voice is simply irreplace-
able. Everything about her seems mysterious
as a black hole, but her emotional tenor
which strikes a chord with our deepest
yearnings.

*MTV Music Battle

(MTV S SR i Er)

Saturday, October 22 at 7pm-10pm

Zhongshan Soccer Stadium (9712 ERkES)

1, Yumen St., Taipei (Gbrfiefilms EMIE157)
Tickets: Free

Web: www.mtvchinese.com

MTV's concerts are always hot because of the
solid casts and excellent live performances.
They have become the primary must-attend
music festivals in Taiwan! This year, the
lineup of superstar artists from here and
abroad will battle with will and wit to per-
form the best live concert. You can also
watch the MTV Music Battle on the MTV
channels of Taiwan, Japan, Singapore,
Malaysia, Hong Kong, and China. The per-
formers include 5566, MACHI, ALAN KE (fij5
fir), YANZI (f£#E%), YIDA (#iz3E), LENE
MARLIN (Norway) (38355 ), and SOULD OUT
(Jp) (ZEFEHIE%). Don't hesitate, come to the
party!

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(E5)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(TR — 715741

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from
9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Tuesday: UNO QUARTET (5 B 3 Hl €5 1),
NT$300 minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET (fF.00f3-1-%4E), with guitar, tenor
sax, bass, and drums, NT$300 minimum Fri
days: METAMORPHOSIS (% s fi 1 4[5

ano, tenor sax, alto sax, bass, and drums
NT$350, w/ drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES &
GU-HAO (E‘ﬁﬁlﬂli?ﬁ & WTHEE), a jazz
CHe (02 =i R BRI
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quartet plus a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.
* Citizen Cain
(RER)

67 Dongfeng St, Taipei (&
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and

ALHIREE6757)

foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin’ and groovin' with the "big dawg,”
10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,
7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room

(/INEBEEE)

3F, No. 8 Nanjing E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&L
TR RS S L83 1)

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(B F447%), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm -
10:30pm, NTS$100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-
LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS (5195
Wi+ T H4LEE) a Japanese reggae band, 8:
30pm- 12 30am Thursdays: The Workshop (#
& 51155), open mic for art films from 8pm,
followed by readings, and performances. All
musicians welcome, but make sure to book
in advance. Fri, Oct 14: TRUE COLORS JAZZ
GROUP (#3 1 i 1), features the voice of
Yi-ru Wang, performing a cool mix of stan-
dards, bossa novas, and jazzy melodies.
10pm, NT$100. Sat, Oct 15: THE RETROSEXU-
ALS, Saxophonist Corbett Wall's latest music
project brings you back to the late 60's
funky time. Do the boogaloo, get a free
drink. 10pm, NT$150. Tue, Oct 18: WHITE
EYES (4 H#%4F%), alternative & MUSTARD (77
%), pop. 8:30pm, NTS$ 100. Wed, Oct 19:
1976, the best brit-rock band in Taiwan...an
excellent choice. 8:30pm, NT$ 100. Fri, Oct
21: THE K-FUNK ALLSTARS, LIVING ROOM ALL
STAR BAND plays the best 70's music on the
planet. 10pm, NTS$ 150. Sat, Oct 22: COME-
DY WITH CHRIS GARVIN, from the creator of
"Let your Garv Down", comes "In the Rufff".
More of the same - comedy, music, and
video. You'll laugh your pants off. 8pm,
NT$100.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERIYEAE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (&5 KE E G H A —
f8), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S
Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
National Taiwan University. Mondays and
Tuesdays: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Oct 14: CHIPIN
& KAIYA (s ELSUHER [ 7 2), a famous
Taiwanese jazz violin and piano duet,
8:00pm, NTS$350 w/ a drink. Sat, Oct 15:
FALLING IN LOVE WITH PIANO; CONVERSA-
TION BETWEEN CLASSICAL AND COMTEMPO-
RARY - ZHANG ZU-KANG PIANO RECITAL (7E
THHE -5 8 Z8 5 BT I #55), sometimes
gentle and sometimes passionate, ZHANG is
good at vacillating between classical and
contemporary music, 3pm, no cover. Sat,
Oct 15, 8pm & Sun, Oct 16, 3pm: TAI-
WANESE ELVIS PRESLEY & UNCHAIN BAND (&
5 & UNCHAINZ4[H]), ELVIS standards all
the night, no cover. Fri, Oct 21: THE BEETLE
BAND, for the sorrowful times and the happy
times, THE BEETLE's music will always be by
your side, 8pm, NTS 250 w/ a drink. Sat,
Oct 22: BE TOGETHER- PRIEST PANS FLUTE
CONCERT (‘5 HAM[H7E—HE- AR R EEN T
4ir), lots of classical music. 8pm, no cover.
% Riverside Music Cafe
(HHHE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei
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(GACTTRE T ErS 3R 2445 257B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT$250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Fri, Oct 14: DELTA ON THE MAIN
STREET (¥i{CfF+-44E), a modern jazz band
that plays a mixture latin, funk, and fusion.
Sat, Oct 15: JOHNNY HI FI (US), rock. &
BACKQUARTER (PU434i#), hard rock. NT$350.
Sun, Oct 16: FLYING CASTLE 78TH (Jféf7it®
78%%), rock. & ROCK CANDY, pop. Tue, Oct
18: UNSAFE, pop/ rock & RINGO MONKEYS
(B 55 1-), rock. Wed, Oct 19: SMILE EGG &
13 (#37), brit-pop. Thu, Oct 20: LU YE XIAN
ZONG (¥kEF{L#r), music composer & BIBI/
BAND, alternative/folk rock/metal. Fri, Oct
21: METAMORPHOSIS (##1f £ 67 1- 44[#]), Tai-
wan's first class jazz band. Sat, Oct 22:
TIZZY BAC, jazz + rock & WANG-FU (I 1),
pop. Sun, Oct 23: SPRING SUN (%), rock
& SMOOTH 9-5, R&B/ funk/ fusion.
% Shannon
(F12)
6 Dunhua N. Rd. (FfbJLi%655%)
Tel: (02) 2772-0948
This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Live music
gets going between 9 and 10pm on weekends
Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT, w/ live music.
Fridays and Saturdays: Live bands, NT $250
w/ drink. Sun, Oct 2, 9, 16, 23: NEW OR-
LEANS HURRICANE KATRINA BENEFITS CON-
CERTS feature music from THE KENYATTA
TRIO, THE PUNCH, CROSSROADS and the LAN-
NY BUTLER TRIO.  Suggested donation of
NT$300 at the door..
% The Wall
(EIE)
B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&dLigElT
TR VUEL20055B1)
Tel: (02) 2930-0162
Web: www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500
The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Thu,
Oct 14: JOHNNY HI FI TAIWAN CONCERT
(JOHNNY HI FIzk &g dr), featuring JOHNNY
HI FI and a local female rock band, PEPPER-
CATS (#A#5). JOHNNY HI Fl just came back
from tour in Texas, performing over 200 con-
certs including a stint on America's Public
Broadcasting Station. Check it out! 8:30pm,
NT$250; NTS$200 in advance. Fri, Oct 14: AF-
TER ENTERING ANOTHER TUNNEL, featuring
TIN PAN ALLEY (#5##%fk7), guitar, drums, bass,
and sax knit together a unique album... &
VARO, got great reviews from the BBC.
8:30pm, NT$300; NTS$250 in advance. Sat,
Oct 15: CHAOS WITHIN- INFERNAL CHAOS
TOUR CONCERT, featuring HINDSIGHT. 8:30pm,
NT$300; NT$250 in advance. Wed, Oct 19:
HIHERR NEW EP RELEASE CONCERT (¥ fH"%"
13- % G S84 EP#T T IE ), featuring HIHERR
(% 5d), rock, ROLLING DICE (#E# T) &
REDTIMBER (7/Kk%:{¥), pop. 8:30pm, NT$250;
NT $200 in advance. Thu, Oct 20: ROCKER
FOREVER, featuring PUNKHOO (Ji:/&), punk,
DOODLE (fit:5#), slowcore, & THE GODFATHER
BAND (#(%¢). 8:30pm, NTS$ 250; NT$200 in
advance. Sat - Sun, Oct 21-22: LETS GIRL
PARTY, featuring DOLLY'S PILLBOX (Z& /1 %&
#1), and others, ORANGE DOLL (f##£%E), pop,
& LOST IN VEGA (Ptfi%kZ:), funk on Oct 21;
Oct 22 features WHITE EYES (4 H), alterna-
tive, BB BOMB (BBif), rock, HOTPINK (Zif;
%), out of tune, & LADYBUG (Z[#%), ska.
Let's rock, girls!
% Witch House
(ZZHRE)
7 Lane 56, Sec 3, XinSheng S Rd,
AT 3PE568:757)
Tel: (02) 2362-5494
Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and is adjacent to a lesbian
bookstore. Food served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Fri, Oct 14: KIMBO HU (#}
/%3, indigenous Taiwanese folk poet and
advocate of Puyuma. Thu, Oct 20: COACH
(#4405 ), a unplugged concert based on
modern funk.. Fri, Oct 21: XIE YU-SHU (G5
), low and hoarse vocal sings touching love
songs. Sat, Oct 22: NEON, a combo-band
from 4 countries, colorful and full of tension.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
Feits—PL85iB1)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a welcome presence. Music tends to
be of the house and techno variety. Fridays:
NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every

(LT

Jilong Rd, Taipei (&dbifidk

event
information

enpots@lihpao.com

4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NTS$300 w/ drink b4 1am, unless other-
wise listed. Sat, Oct 15: Sport your bathing
suit and get ready for a FOAM PARTY, with
DJs TIGER, STONE, VICTOR CHENG, and
dance performances from the FOAM BOYS.
NT$600 at the door, NT$400 in advance. Sat,
Oct 22: FOLLOW ME, LIBRA NIGHT, an
all-night party featuring 7 different in-house
DJs, all Libra's get NT$100 off at the door.
Women: NT$1000, Men: NTS$600 at the door,
NT$400 in advance.

% Carnegie’'s

No 100, Sec 2, Anhe Road
Tel: (02)2325-4433

Classy cafe by day, steaming meat market by
night, Carnegies is heavy on the rock n' roll
memorabilia, and the music is a mix of clas-
sics and contemporary hits. Good food and
good service keep the hangover crowd happy
for Sunday brunch. Wednesdays: Ladies Night.
Fridays and Saturdays: cover NT$800 w/ 3
drinks or NT$500 w/ 1 drink.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALT AT EE 9857 114)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ K FANCY 26 spinning house,
breaks, and hip hop. Fridays: ULTRA CAPAC-
ITY presents LADIES NIGHT, hosted by DJs
SAUCY, 006, and ALT. Ladies receive free
entry and FREE hourly drink promotions ALL
NIGHT LONG! For men: NTS$500 with 2 drinks
after 12, NT$350 with 1 drink before. Week-
ends: DJs spin hip hop, sometimes house.
Special parties excepted, no cover. 2nd Sat-
urday every month: Love Groove w/ DJs:
@LLEN, DA, NINA, house, funk, Latin, old
skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500. 3rd and 5th Sat-
urday every month: A-ONE Party w/ special
guest DJ VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars DJ
EDMUND & JIMMY CHEN playing Soulful House,
Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted.

% The Face

B1-1, 270 Zhongxiao E. Rd Sec. 4 (‘LlZzifijg%
VU ER B17 4)

Tel: (02) 2771-6065

One of Taipei's latest lounges, with spiffy
decor and good sound and lighting. Top 40
hip hop on regular nights. Wednesdays: SIN-
GLES NIGHT, where single guys can meet sin-
gle girls. Thursdays: BE FREE, a night of in-
ternational electronic dance music with DJ
ANDREW FORD, men NT$400 w/ 1 drink or
free b4 midnight, ladies free all night. Satur-
days: FOAM PARTY, get your freak on in a
bubble bath minus the rubber duckies, bikini
dance contest included, men NT$800, ladies
NT$300.

% Kuta Bar

B1, No 29, Anhe Rd, Sec 1 (29%‘#li&—F¥B1)
Tel (09) 1532-5000

Decorated with intricate pieces of imported
Balinese furnishings and art, Kuta Bar, a
basement venue, is the ideal location for
jungle parties because of its underground
tropical vibe. Sat, Oct 15: VICE, presented
by the UNITED NATIONS OF FUNK, promises a
night of "the purest upfront funky house"
with international DJs MEGAN & J.R., JUNIOR
VAN DEN BERG, and DJ LARS. NT$700 all you
can drink.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(i ?bﬁﬁﬁ!ﬁlé £2015R TiE)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleri-
a, and "Sugar" w/ house music in the Lotus
room, NT$600 for men with 1 drink, ladies
free all night w/ a special express line. Sat,
Oct 15: TRANCEFOREVER presents uplifting
Dutch Trance master, DJ PRECISION in the
Lotus. NT$800, NT$600 b4 11pm. % Fri, Oct
21 - Sat, Oct 22: Can you imagine? 1 DJ, 2
nights, JAZZY JEFF spinning Hip Hop on Fri-
day with MC SKILLZ in the Galleria, then on
Saturday, moving to the Lotus to show us his
House side. Jeff's last visit provided what is
generally considered to be the best Hip Hop
party LUXY has ever had.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)
310 Lequn 3rd Rd, in Dazhi ({5 L7 L) %%
FF=&3105% KiE s #l)

(Rt B 10055%)




Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men
NT$400, or NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Ur-
ban HipHop Night, hip hop in the main room,
NT $350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Vibe
HipHop Party, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm, girls
wearing silk and gauze get in for free. Satur-
days: The Circus. Cab fare up to NT$200 is
deductible on entry, NT $600, NT $350 b4
11pm. Fri, Oct 14: FEVER GAY MIX PARTY
presents, TRIBAL HOUSE, DJ PAULO, described
as the most requested DJ at North American
gay parties, he is known for his creative mix-
es of tribal with female vocals. Sat, Oct 15:
JOHN ASKEW performs TRANCE NATION, an a-
malgam of techno and trance sounds.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (&5GiT/\fHi54E 13857 1244)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop dominate
the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: LADIES NIGHT, men NT$350, ladies free
all night, ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm,
free nail art and birdcage girls. Fridays: BIKI-
NI NIGHT girls wearing bikinis receive free en-
trance, everyone else NT$800.

% Room 18

B1, No 22, SongShou Rd., Neo19 Building (&
ALTikAFEE%2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, full en-
trance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Jinshan S Rd, Taipei (&k
i< LA 1 EE1555782)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 2-7am on weekends where anything
could and does happen. This late night (and
often last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club Roxy 99, but always includes some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only.
NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd, Taipei (&L
{8 Bl — Fe24955B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop and pop,
though other styles appear. Cover charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT$600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free
Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accord-
ingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MI-
NI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-
maica and Canada), better known as THE
O-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dance-
hall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd bit
of French hip hop. Men NT$500, ladies NT$300.

Classical

% Lee, Tai Hsiang & Forum
Music

(177 - B4 BHRAE)

Oct 14 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (% & %4EE), 21-1,
Zhongshan S Rd, Taipei (&AL lFEEE21.21
5%) - on the North side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 3393 - 9888

Tickets NT$300-1200

This concert presents you with the musical
repertoire of local artist, Tai Hsiang Lee, per-
forming "Sheng Min", "Sketches of Taiwan",
"Mountains and Fields" and other native Tai-
wanese music. This program represents the
myths of Han and Hakka culture, as well as
Taiwanese civilian life and the vitality aborigi-
nal tales. The performance also features
dance and promises a veritable visual feast.
% NSO Shostakovich Cycle IlI
GRS S T HE ST R Y =— AR ZEOE)

Oct 16 at 2:30pm

National Concert Hall (|57 445&) Tel: (02)
3393 - 9888

Tickets NT$300-1500

Shostakovich's Symphony No.11, "The Year
1905," is so titled to commemorate the corre-
sponding blood revolution in Russia. Each
movement represents a different historical
event. In this concert, world famous Russian

pianist, Ivo Pogorelich, will perform the
Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 3. Conducted
by the NSO music director Chien Wen-Pin (ffij
M)

% Last Night When the
Stars Were Bright

(FRUE )

Oct 10 - 15 at 7:30pm, Oct 15, 16 at 2:

30pm

National Theatre (&g EIFE), 21-1, Zhong-
shan S Rd, Taipei (&ILTHILIFEE21:215%) -
on the south side of the plaza

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Tickets NT$500-1800

Directed by Lee Guo-Xiu (Z=[{&), this play
features confused characters struggling be-
tween different identities and different values
such as family, homosexuality, friendship, and
love.

% Oyster by Inbal
Dance Company

(750 0 it K )

Oct 14 - 15 at 8pm, Oct 16 at 3pm
Novel Hall (#7%#%#), 3-1 Songshou Rd., Taipei
(GALTHIAZERE3-155%)

Tel: (02) 2722 - 4302 ext 7555

Web: www.novelhall.org.tw
Tickets NT$500-1800
Tickets Booking: ERA
27237953

This Israeli dance piece is composed by the
most prominent Israeli choreographer and
stage designer, Inbal Pinto. She has received
numerous awards since her choreographing ca-
reer began in 1990. This show, set within the
context of a circus, translates to a mythical
like fantasy in front of the audience.

% Hymne aux Fleurs qui
Passent

(FEAIER)

Oct 18 - 19 at 7 :30pm

Metropolitan Hall (#ri%%), 25 Bade Rd, Sec
3, Taipei (5L /(8 = EE25%55)

Tel: 2577 - 5931

Free Admission

Tickets Offering: Eslite Dunnan Bookstore (G
R )

The English translation for the French title is
"Anthem to the Fading Flowers", with refer-
ence to the traditional ceremony for the god
of flowers. The performance is divided into
four sections, "Spring Shoots (ZF#)", "Summer
Shades (E )", "Autumn Weakening (fk#T)",
and "Winter Withering (% )", representing
the annual cycle and the complementary prin-
ciples of Yin and Yang. Dance performance by
the Legend Lin Dance Theater (fEi5#EFREIES),
in celebration of the 7th Taipei Art Festival
(e LEE).

o

Alternation Film Festival
(IR

Oct 8 - 21

Chinese Taipei Film Archive (% & #&FEE),
4F, 7, Qingdao E Rd, (&dbilid &Lk
)

Free Admission

Tel:2392 - 4243

Web: alternation-film.blogspot.com

This film festival, which is held by the Gov-
ernment Information Office ({TEbeET ), is
inspired by the legendary theater in France,
Cinealternative. The Cinealternative is best
known for its devotion in making and support-
ing short films; Taiwanese festival adopts this
concept and promotes locally producted short
films through governmental support. Opening
film : SMALL STATION (/)\iif, 2005) , directed
by Lin Jian-Ping (#f F.#F). Closing film: Blue
Juvenescence (¥ {17 #, 2005), directed by
Yang Li-Zhou (#5J11).

% Women Make Waves - Film

/ Video Festival

(52 )E)

Oct 12 - 16

Shin Kong Cineplex (fitgtik), 4 - 5 F, 36,
Xining Rd(7EEEF#%36574 - 5H)

Tickets NT$180 each, NT$150 in advance
Tickets Booking: NTCH (02-33939888), HilLife
convenient stores, Eslite Bookstores, Fnac

Tel: (02) 2558 - 2785

The main theme of this festival is "Double
Cities, Wider Vision", since the films will be
exhibited in two cities, Kaohsiung and Taipei.
Women from different cultural backgrounds
are highlighted. Opening film: FISHING LUCK
(Taiwan, 2005), directed by Tseng Wen-Chen
(& =2#). The other films are: NICE DREAM
(Taiwan, 2005), HEART OF THE SEA: KAPOLIO-
KA'EHUKAI (USA, 2002), and others. Closing
film: THE SHOE FAIRY (Taiwan, 2005).

% North Europe Film Festival
- Traveling with the Movies
(LR — B R L)

Pinto

ticketing or call

One Ching, one musiced

still strong in Zhuhai

The Taiwan contingent

In case you were wondering where Chozie was, it's Chino, and he's never coming back.

BY QUEEN B

LAST WEEKEND in Zhuhai, China, DJs, bands, and musicians from
Taiwan and Hong Kong joined local talent for the 3rd annual Big
Love Music Festival (Efisar il S ybut & 246EiOct. 4-5), an event that
has grown info the most important “cultural” episode of China’s
Golden Week, which is an extended celebration of China’s national
day of Oct. 1. Again, Big Love took the city by storm, drawing an
incredible mass of 50,000 over two days on a popular beach near
downfown. It's kind of hard to believe that such a massive dance
party is sponsored by the govemment, namely the Zhu-Hai City
Tourism Bureau, though for a national day there was hardly any
flag waving and the only politician’s speech was a short one by
the mayor. What may be even harder to believe is that the idea
originated with a late Taiwanese rave organizer, Lee Hung (he
passed away a litfle more than a year ago), and since he started
it three years ago, it's been the fradition fo have Taiwanese event
producers to help organise the talent and put on the show ever
since.

Making it across the Strait this year were Lim-Chong (#£5&), DJ
@llen (both were on the bill lost year), DJ Chozie, The Clippers (with
DJ Ty), XL (with DJ E-Tumn), and DJs Saucey and Nina. For the
sound, electronic rock/dance music and Mandarin hip hop ruled
the beach, notably with Guangzhou “gangsta rapper” MC Chen
and crew making a big impression, rapping about smoking dope
and big pimping. Another band that blew our mind was the Ti-
betan electronica band, Gon-Ga-La-Mu (E£74kt). Their fraditional Ti-
petan tribal music plus electronic beats was superb, and the Ti-
betan diva’ s breath-taking solo made her the goddess of the night.
Of course, the delegates from the R.O.C. also drove our /orgboo
pretty crazy, making the front page of a local newspaper! The Clip-
pers and XL both rocked the party as hard as the DJs. It was also
cool to see lofs of good original/underground music being played
on a really good loud system in front of fens of thousands of peo-
ple. The only bummer was that cops were everywhere — there
were about 800 of themm — and at one point when bands were
playing, the cops in the very front of the stage were stopping peo-
ple from dancing---don’t know what they were thinking.

Even though this whole music festival thing is very cutting-edge
for the Zhuhai locals — and most of them don’t seem to know
much about the music nor the bands or the DJs af all — they
sure are leamning how to get down, and they re leaming fast. (For
me, the best thing seeing them groove to house music!) The event
has brought in huge tourism revenues for the city, and the govemn-
ment wants to make it bigger and better in the future. To think that
the electronic dance music parties are still seen as a vicious racket
by the public in Taiwan! After this trip, | found China is actually not
as conservative as | thought. Indeed, they ve got great potentiall

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>UPCOMING:

“In & Out” @ Luxy (Friday, Oct. 14): An all new techno party
series hosted by Voodoo Tech. Residents are the Voodoo tech DJs
(Anthany, D7 & Elvis T) and A-Dou. Australia’ s techno heavyweight,
Simon Coyle, is guest DJing on the first night. Tix: $400 b4 11pm/
$700 affer

Jazzy Jeff @ Luxy, (Friday, Oct. 21 and Saturday Oct. 22):
Jazzy Jeff has retumned! And this time, for Luxy’ s special anniversary
celebration, he’s going to play two nights in a row. Friday night's
hip hop in the main room with MC Mad Skillz and Saturday night’ s
house in the Lotus Room. | was there to witness him set the dance
floor on fire lost time with his amazing skills on the decks. One (hy-
phenated) word: eye-opening! His house set is also highly recom-
mended. If you like funk, soul and disco, do the right thing! Coz
big names come through, but Jozzy Jeff measures up!

PHOTO: QUEEN B




Oct 8 - 28

ChangChun Theater ( & % &% B¢ ), 172,
Changchun Rd (E#E&17255%)
Tickets: Set Tickets (4 films)
NT$250 for each

Tickets Booking: ERA ticketing (02-87975066
ext 3825), Nordic (JLEXHEZF) (www.nordic.
com.tw/client/index.asp)

From Scandinavian Peninsula to Scotland,
from Kobenhavn to Lapland, this film festival
celebrates award-winning films made by the
North Europeans. The films are: SKAGERRAK
(Demark), FALLING SKY (Norway), ADULT BE
HAVIOR (Sweden), ABERDEEN (England/Norway),
ONE WAY TICKET TO MOMBASA (Finland),
BUDDY (Norway), and MIRAKEL (Denmark).
% Purple Ribbon Film
Festival

(B PR S ET)

Sep 16 - Nov 6

Yonghe Community University (Gl A E22),
Bangiao Community University (f5iiit 1 A5 ),
Danshui Community University (%Kil @A),
Ludi Community University (2 3k it & A £)
Yonghe County Hall (7 F17iZ\F7) Yongan
Community Association (727l %% JE 77 67).
Free Admission

Tel: 2630 - 1137

The Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Pre-
vention Center (ZJLIREUNZHE 218 2E
[fivaHr.y) organized the "Declaration of Pur
ple Ribbon" (£#477 & ), with aims at re-
ducing domest]c social and school violence.
This festival selects films that convey this
anti-violence message. The films are: BLUE
CHA-CHA (Taiwan, 2005), DOLORES CLAI-
BORNE (US, 1995), SLEEPING WITH THE ENE-
Y (US, 1991), MINE ALONE (Spain, 2001),
LILYA 4-EVER (Denmark, 2003), THE GIFT (US,
2000), THE PRINCE OF TIDES (US, 1991), THE
COLOR PURPLE (US, 1985), MONSTER (US,

NT $720,

2003), NOBODY KNOWS (Japan, 2004).

Museums

* National Museum of
History

(B IE 5 )

49, Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&]LTiRIFEE4955%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web:www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR & PAINTED
POTTERY (=42 FAakiR: ).

Through Dec 31

GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURE ART-
ICRAFTS: Enshrine Show  (HffE a7 %58 o 5 g -
B 5 2% /2 ). This multi-faceted exhibition is
divided into 7 various eras ranging from the
Stone Age to the existing Republic of China.
Through Dec 31.

ZHENG HE AND THE OCEANIC CULTURE: AN
EXHIBITION IN MEMORY OF THE SIX HUN-
DREATH ANNIVERSARY OF ZHENG HES VOY-
AGES  (BSFIBLIEAE s Ak G N PE P S AT
J&&): This exhibition displays ancient docu-
ments and arts relating to navigator Zheng
He's great voyages over the Silk Road and
the sea.

YNational Palace Museum

(BT M AR
221, Sec 2, Zhishan Rd, Taipei (&dbmiEER
RR2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel-
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION
OF MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION (% % Ja
BB R AR S W) ): The 359 ob-
jects included in Peng's donation encompass
a wide variety of objects, with the majority
comprised of gilt-bronze Buddhist sculpturess.
These works of art represent periods span-
ning from the 11th century B.C. to more re-
cent times. Through Dec 31.

THE BUDDHA LIGHT ILLUMINATING ALL:
TREASURED  BUUDDHIST  SCRIPTURES  AND
PAINTINGS FROM THE MUSEUM COLLECTION
(I — BosfbrephE2 M%) The exhi-
bition includes two sections, The Buddhist
Text (f1#%) and The Buddhist Painting ({ffi5).
The Buddhist texts include imprints of the
Sung (%K) (960-1279) and Yuan ( JC)
(1279-1368) dynasties, while the section on
Buddhist painting and calligraphy includes ex-
amples of sutras by famous calligraphers. Al-
so included are examples of Tibetan lohans
(%E7%). Through Jan 15, 2006.

* National Taiwan Museum
(B EEYIE)

2, Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (#&dbiisEr5iE2755%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the

THE SURROUNDING MOUNT-
AINS WERE FILLED WITH
FRUIT TREE'S AND WINDING
ROADS , SURROUNDED IN
COCONUT GROVES , LARGE
SPIDERS CRAWLED THROUGH
THE BRANCHES...THE SUN
QAT HEAVY IN THE SKY. THE
OCEAN COULD BE SEEN
FROM THE HILLS....

AN OLD HOUSE HAD
CAVED IN AROUND
ITSELF . IN THE
WINDOWS LACED
WEBBING TIED THE
DUST TO THE SILLS...

THE SPIDERS HAD CRAWLED
OUT OF THEIR CASINGS AND
CLOWLY MADE THEIR WAY
NORTH TO THE MORE POP-
ULATED CITIES OF THE
NORTH... THE GREY DUST
AND LOOSE PAPER HAZE
CARRIED ITSELF THROUGH
EMPTY WINDOWS ON DEAD
STREETS...AND SLOWLY
THE SPIDER KING SPUN
THE CENTER OF THE CITY
INTO A MASSIVE WEB...

Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after
repairs. It houses five departments: anthro-
pology, earth sciences, zoology, botany and
education. The collection features specimens
of Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

ANIMALS AND PLANTS OF TAIWAN (#5384
Yy n & ): this nature exhibition is divided
into seven distinctive parts that present a
cross-section of Taiwan's natural flora and
fauna.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHIZEAGEE)

181, Sec 3, Zhongshan N Rd, Taipei (&4t
R LHERS = BE1815F)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

% Last week! VIVIENNE WESTWOOD (7 74 +
PR R I 5 4R I ): This exhibition shows
the outfits of Vivienne Westwood, a British
designer who designed for the 1970's rock
band Sex Pistols. It covers the period from
the 1970's to the 1990's, with an emphasis
on how Westwood's designs influence pop
culture. A total of 543 outfits and acces-
sories are on display. Through Oct 19.

THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM (H Hi 1Y %) 4 ):
While Taiwan's sixth sponsored pavilion is at
the Venice Bienale, this exhibition provides
retrospection on the past five Biennales.
Artists include Wu Ma-li, Chen Jun-jieh, Hou
Jun-ming, and a number of others. Through
Nov 6.

BIAS - INTERNATIONAL SOUND ART EXHIBI-
TION (228 — [ R A 35 #1407 2 ): Ten artists
specializing in sound and new media from
Europe, America and Japan show their works.
B!AS is the first attempt at introducing the
cross-platform, public, philosophical and sci-
entific characteristics of sound art to Taiwan
in a medium-sized exhibition. Through Nov
20.

% Museum of Contemporary
Art - Taipei [MOCA Taipei)
(BALHAETiGE)

39, Changan W Rd, Taipei (&d4Liif2ZrE139
).

TEL: (02) 2552-3721 ext. 301 & 302

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

Tickets sold until 5:30pm

Web: www.mocataipei.org.tw

WELL DONE—THE ART IN DESIGN WORLD (JE
T R TR BT EREET): The ex-
hibition invites numerous art deSIgners from
around the globe to show their post-modern
creativity. International artists, including Fer-
nandez Arman and Charles Matton, join with
local artists, Taiwanese favorites like Huang
Ming-Zhe (% §% #7) and cartoonist Zhang
Geng-Hao (iffk5%), to present their various
forms. From Oct 8 to Dec 11.

% Zhuming Museum
(REHFEAITER)

2 Xishihu, Jiinshan, Taipei County ({5]Li%4:
LIPS EAEI25%)

Open: 10am-5pm, closed Mondays

Tel: (02) 2498 - 9940

Web: www.juming.org.tw

PEACE - PAINTING AND VIDEO BY CINDY NG
SIO IENG (AR SR Bk S g fi2): Wu fol-

lows in the steps of Woodcut Painting Artist
(il %) Bartolomeu dos Santos. This young

artist tends to look over any exterior and

subjective objects, using the simplest and

the most direct ink wash as a medium to

create images. Through Nov 6.

*Hong Gah Museum

(JEVFH il )

5F, 260, Daye Rd, (AZEE%260575H)

Open: 10:30am - 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Tel: 2894 - 2272

Web: www.hong-gah.org.tw

TREASURED OBJECTS OF THE LITERATI: EXHI-

BITION OF THE BRUSH PAINTINGS OF MOD-

ERN TAIWANESE LITERARY ARTISTS (32 A#&#
— GRS A\ RELAI{EE): Literati Paintings

(= A\3%), which are mostly water color, have

played a vital role in the history of Chinese

Art. The eight painters in this exhibition in-

clude Liu Guo-Song (#I[f2), Yuan Jin-Ta (&

4:#) and other masters. Through Oct 30.

Galleries

% The Bamboo Curtain
Studio

(PrIETAEE)

Get off at Zhuwei station and walk along
the bike way toward Danshui for ten minutes

(FEETEGS T E D NS BEE YOR ST

)

Tel: 886-2-28081465

Open: Sat - Sun 10am - 6pm

"The Coop" (- %&ijit), formally based as a
workshop for young artists to experiment
their pieces, is now designed for Taiwan's
modern artists to have an interactive plat-
form for innovations and communication on
their research of the art world. Current
artists in display are Xiao Li-Long (jiff i il
Chen Zheng-Xun (BRIFE)), Wu Wei-Ku (% {*"‘
Li Yun-Shan (Z:H4H), Chen Mei-Jia (BfZE3E),
and Yeh Yi-Li (Z[&F]). Through Oct 31.

% Eslite Gallery
(kB HR)

B2, #245, Dunhua Rd, Sec. 1
#%— % 2455%B2)

Tel: 886-2-27755977*588

Open: Tue - Sun 11am - 10pm
GU FUSHENG SOLO EXHIBITION (JE @ 25 fil £ ):
Gu moved to Taiwan from Shanghai in 1948,
and studied at the Department of Fine Arts
in the National Taiwan Normal University (Ffi
KZEMT %) in the 1950s. His artistic concepts
explicitly express the mixed culture between
the Chinese and the Westerner.

*IT Park Art Gallery

((EABENE)]

2-3F, 40 Yitong St, Taipei (L 7fi{Jti 14058
2-31%)

Web: www.etat.com/itpark

Open: Mon - Sat, 1pm -12pm

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

A SOLO EXHIBITION BY LAl CHIH SHENG:
1996-2005 SOMEDAY, SOMETHING AND SOME-
ONE" (8 & % (i J— B —H v —1hH
Bil—16 A ): This young artist devotes himself
to producing video clips that reveal his per-
sonal perspectives on the everyday life.
Through Oct 15.

% Main Trend Gallery
(KA )

209-1, Sec 3, Chengde Rd (&bl AR &
% — F¥209-145%)

Tel: 2587-3412.

(bt

Open: Tue - Sat, 11am to

FA— e 11am - 7pm
GRAND RECITATION (j& ik — Ji& Bd i
wanese painters Diao De-Qian ( -] f&
Huang Ming-Zhe (#5§%#7) and other four mas-
ters together hold their first combined exhi-
bition in Taipei. Through Oct 29.

% John Antoine Labadie &

Margie Beth Labadie's
Digital Art Exhibition

Topic: "Digital Confluence”

Chung-Yuan Christian University, 200 Zhong-
bei Rd, Zhongli (FfidfEifirf1]L{%20055%)
Exhibition place: Staring Space (Commercial
Design Building)

Exhibition time: Oct 21 ~ Nov 11

Opening time: Oct 21, 12pm

Presentation time: Oct 21, 1pm

Contact Tel: 03-265-6302

Web: www.cycu.edu.tw/~cycd

The work in this exhibition represents a con-
fluence of artistic perspectives, life experi-
ences, traditional techniques, and digital
technologies. Fulbright Scholar John Antoine
Labadie's works are derived through a variety
of digital technologies and traditional paint-
ing techniques. Margie Labadie's art repre-
sents the historical and linguistic relationship
between birds and humans through a mix of
digital techniques, chemical photography, and
traditional printmaking. The Labadies both
teach in the Art Department at the Universi-
ty of North Carolina at Pembroke. Their
work is exhibited nationally and internation-
ally.

% SLY Art

(T 4R

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,
Taipei (&dtfirpilbEs — B 1198:15.2255%)

Ph: (02) 2561-1548

Web: www.etat.com/slyart/

THE SCENERY BEYOND (ki) &) BY TSAI
ZHI-FEN (%% 1f-2%) & BEYOND THE SCENERY
BEYOND (it Jl 521y dak) BY CHEN YI-FAN
(B — JL): Two complementary solo shows
that expound upon communication and trans-
lation. Type, language, words, characters -
deconstructed beyond all meaning. Through
Oct. 19.

% TIVAC

(BHEBIERTR R 2 L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (&Lt
SR {E 45K 2957 11)

Web: tivac.net

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue - Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat - Sun
12pm-6pm, closed Mondays.

THE HIDDEN GLAMOUR - AN EXHIBITION OF
THE UNPUBLISHED PHOTOGRAPHY WORKS 10
YEARS AFTER LANG JING-SHAN PASSED ON
(FRERER — BFFR LB R A b e
{Eif2): Lang Jing-Shan passed away in 1995,
leaving behind 12,000 image files; among
them there are close to 1,000 well-preserved
original negatives, many of which have never
been published while Lang was still alive. In
addition, there are miscellaneous photos tak-
en on Taiwan's landscape and some foreign
scenery. Oct 1 - 26.
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