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New Orleans transmissions

Blog posts from the Crescent City's Dawn of the

BY DAVID FRAZIER

MARDI GRAS, jazz, and Cajun cooking
aside, New Orelans is a typical secular,
high-density, media city of precarious social
inequalities. Hurricane Katrina's leveling of its
metropolitan area gives an indication of just
how long it takes such a society to
disintegrate into chaos once systems go
down: about three days. In recent decades,
US social debate has made little progress on
education, drugs and crime, and bridging
wealth and class divisions, all factors that
would create a more fundamental social
stability. Discussing the total unreality of
what today passes for social debate from
both Right and Left, the philosopher Slavoj
Zizek has looked at the unreal discussions
on September 11 in terms of /fZgtr Club,
The Matrix, and other films. For the
aftermath of Katrina, pethaps Zawz of the
Lead is more fitting. Rampaging zombies
threatening to overcome law enforcement
officers with orders to shoot on sight is zz
the totally real situaton of New Orleans
eerily evoked in this radio interview with the
city's mayor, Ray Nagin, on WWL AM on
Sep. 1, 2005, just three days after the
hurricane hit, at which time the US federal
government had ineptly and inexplicably still
failed to show any signs of a response:

"One of the things people have —
nobody's talked about this. [Prior to the
hurricane,] drugs flowed in and out of New
Orleans and the surrounding metropolitan
area so freely it was scary to me. And that's
why we were having an escalation in
murders. People don't want to talk about
this, but I'm'ona talk about it. [In the
hurricane's aftermath,] you had drug addicts
that are now walking around this city
looking for a fix. And that's the reason they
were breaking into hospitals and drug stores.
They're looking for something to take the
edge off their jones, if you will. And right
now they don't have anything to take the
edge off, and they've probably found guns.
So what you're seeing is drug-starving, crazy
addicts — drug addicts — that are wreaking
havoc. And we don't have the manpower to
adequately deal with it. We can only target
certain sections of the city and form a
perimeter around them and hope to God
that we're not overrun.”

Then there is this Sep. 2 email with the
subject header "Apocalypse" from a resident
of Gulfport, Mississippi, a city about 100km
from New Otrleans and 8km from the beach.
Although he had evacuated to Jackson,
Mississippi, which is about three hours
inland from the coast by car, he was still
able to offer this report on a subject that
the media is only beginning to touch, the
destruction wreaked on the more than

g Nk /

500km of coastline struck by hurricane-force
winds around New Otleans:

"a friend went to my place and found
the roof blown off my 2 bedrooms. so i've
lost all my clothes and my bed. also, my
bike was in my bedroom. but my friend
couldnt even open the door because the
roof collapsed into the room. hopefully it
didnt destroy my bike. my friend thought i
was trapped dead in there. most of my
valuable stuff was in my living room and
that only had minor damage due to
windows blown and getting wet. it is mass
hysteria in gulfport, apocalypse. there's no
gas, no electricity, no food, no water, no
communication. thousands of cars stranded
on the highway run out of gas. then they
cant call for help. people walking up
highway 49 trying to get north before
starving. it is chaos. 1 want to drive to
gulfport and check things out. called a
friend and he's been balling continuously all
week. 'DON'T GO!' he says. 'YOU'LL BE
ROBBED OF YOUR GAS AND YOU'LL
BE STRANDED AND YOU'LL DIE OF
STARVATION IN THE 95 DEGREE
HEAT!!" he says crying into the phone."

If the trapped friend's statements do not
all turn out to be true — and similar
reevaluations will be made on reports that
the Superdome was run by mobsters and of
the rapes rumored to be committed there —
they at least highlight the panic of the time
when a fundamentally unstable society
suddenly lost physical-social infrastructure and
was plunged into information darkness.

Remember, chaos was so total in New
Orleans that even the media evacuated.
Blogs became the only real source of inside

How much damage was caused by humans? Broken window of a New Orleans eatery.
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information, and arguably remain the best
source of information, as facts leap to the
fore in the blogosphere while analysis is
pushed aside into Comments. In other words,
they're harder to spin, which is why the US
military banned soldiers from blogging in
Iraq.

The Interdictor, a blog run by a staffer
at a company for Internet domain
registration called DirectNIC, was perhaps
the only blog in New Orleans kept online
"heroically" — the near-universal appraisal of
the blogosphere — by a diesel generator in
the basement. It continues to provide live
video feeds, innumerable photos, and blog
posts like this one from Sep. 1 at 10:46pm:

"Bigfoot' is a bar manager and DJ on
Bourbon Street, and is a local personality
and icon in the city. He is a lifelong
resident of the city, born and raised. He
rode out the storm itself in the Iberville
Projects because he knew he would be
above any flood waters. Here is his story as
told to me moments ago. I took notes while
he talked and then I asked some questions:

"Three days ago, police and national
guard troops told citizens to head toward
the Crescent City Connection Bridge to
await transportation out of the area. The
citizens trekked over to the Convention
Center and waited for the buses which they
were told would take them to Houston or
Alabama or somewhere else, out of this area.

"It's been 3 days, and the buses have
yet to appeat.

"Although obviously he has no exact
count, he estimates more than 10,000 people
are packed into and around (cont'd p18)
and outside the convention center still wait
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building in downtown New Orleans bums (left), and an officer from the NOPD stands guard with a badge and o shotgun.

(from pl7)

ing for the buses. They had no food, no
water, and no medicine for the last three
days, until today, when the National Guard
drove over the bridge above them, and
tossed out supplies over the side crashing
down to the ground below. Much of the
supplies were destroyed from the drop. Many
people tried to catch the supplies to protect
them before they hit the ground. Some
offered to walk all the way around up the
bridge and bring the supplies down, but any
attempt to approach the police or national
guard resulted in weapons being aimed at
them.

"There are many infants and elderly
people among them, as well as many people
who were injured jumping out of windows to
escape flood water and the like — all of
them in dire straights.

"Any attempt to flag down police results
in being told to get away at gunpoint. Hour
after hour they watch buses pass by filled
with people from other areas. Tensions are
very high, and there has been at least one
murder and several fights. 8 or 9 dead
people have been stored in a freezer in the
area, and 2 of these dead people are kids.

"The people are so desperate that they're
doing anything they can think of to impress
the authorities enough to bring some buses.
These things include standing in single file
lines with the elderly in front, women and
children next; sweeping up the area and
cleaning the windows and anything else that
would show the people are not barbarians.
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"The buses never stop.

"Before the supplies were pitched off the
bridge today, people had to break into
buildings in the atea to try to find food and
water for their families. There was not
enough. This spurred many families to break
into cars to try to escape the city. There was
no police response to the auto thefts until
the mob reached the rich area — Saulet
Condos — once they tried to get cars from
there... well then the whole swat teams began
showing up with rifles pointed. Snipers got
on the roof and told people to get back.

"He reports that the conditions are
horrendous. Heat, mosquitoes and utter
misery. The smell, he says, is 'horrific.'

"He says it's the slowest mandatory
evacuation ever, and he wants to know why
they were told to go to the Convention
Center area in the first place; furthermore, he
reports that many of them with cell phones
have contacts willing to come rescue them,
but people are not being allowed through to
pick them up."

Amidst the US government's abysmal
failures in dealing with Katrina, such
information stands as a small light in the
dark. When national systems failed to react,
they did. In addition to the warnings and
sentiments presented here, blogs have also
offered disaster maps, calls for rescues,
found/missing petsons reports, relocation
information, and much more immediately
useful information. In the general public
perception, politics is now about self
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67-1 Cheng Gong Road
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02 2630 6278
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(financial) interest and media is increasingly
seen as about political or corporate interest.
Blogs and other non-profit web sites are for
the time becoming the last bastion of the
courageous presentation of real information;
they remain the only pure province of the
people, and as such, they're actively
challenging the more established estates of
power. But their soft power is limited,
needing support to stop New Otleans from
burning, as Interdictor continues to treport.

New Orlean’s blogs and web resources:

New Orleans, LA PostKatrina Intelligence
Dissemination (nola-intel) is a portal that keeps
track of needed resources and movements by
official agencies (including police and National
Gaurd scanners), warns of scams, provides a
wiki, key media reports (including the Ray Nagin
interview cited above), and links to chat rooms
about current happenings, and offers information
on how to volunteer: www.nola-intel.org

Craigslist offers a forum on missing and found
persons, temporary housing and employment,
transportation, and volunteering: http://neworleans.
craigslist.org/

Register of Survivors: htip://katrina.im-ok.org/
Boing Boing has posted much logistical, including
damage maps, reports on nuclear and industrial
facilities, and other info: www.boingboing.net

The Interdictor offers reports, photos, and web
cams: http://mgno.com/

Kathryin Cramer, a blog, provides extensive
aerial views of the daOOmage, many of them via
Google Earth: http://www.kathryncramer.com/
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BY HARTLEY POOL

HERE ARE certain customs here in

Taiwan that we foreigners may

occasionally feel the desire to denigrate,
like umbrellas in the sunshine, giving up seats
on the bus to perfectly healthy-looking old
people, shoving three-year old children in the
front of the scooter like some kind of airbag,
that kind of thing.

So yes, perhaps sometimes cultural
difference might cause us foreigners to see
things in a slightly skewered way. A quick
look at expat magazines and websites will see
any number of perceived outrages — 27
Zarwanese boss won't give me a 1alsc, 1acist
they expect me to work overtime without any
payy L only get NT3550 an four — that are
not outrages at all, but either a fact of life
or something that Taiwanese people put up
with all the time because that's the way the
world works here. There are some things,
though, that really o stretch the boundaries
of common sense and send me into a
dribbling frenzy. Actually, many different
kinds of things send me into a dribbling
frenzy, but they're not for here.

When my then fiance Anita and I lived
in Mucha, rubbish collection was a question
of putting our rubbish downstairs and putting
our faith in some woman who was being
paid a pittance a month to take it all out
and dispose of it. We didn't care how, when,
where, or to whom she disposed of it, just
that it wasn't in the house stinking things up.
I was here a year before I began to
recognize the sweetly tooting sounds of the
garbage van for what they were and noticed
the swarms of people gathering round at
certain times of the day to pitch their
leavings in. Gos, 1 would think, tbars 2 b
prnutive — glad [ don'’t have to do that

As you may know, my wife and I moved
to a new place a few months ago. At first,
with it being a new apartment block, we
were allowed to place our rubbish outside
whenever we felt like it, the next day it
would magically be gone. It was like we had
an amazing trash-gobbling rabbit or something.
1 often left the house at obscure times of
the day and night, hoping to catch it out. All
I ever witnessed for my troubles was one
sweaty old woman scratching around for cans.
Ominously though, a few weeks into our
move things changed. Signs went up
proclaiming that we were now only allowed
to take out our trash between five and seven
in the evening. This was a slight problem as
my wife and I both work till late during the
week. Not deterred, though, like good little
community bods we kept our trash on the
balcony until Saturday, then put on the
rubber gloves, gas masks, and hazmat suits
and took it all downstairs.

Only to find that, despite it being a
quarter past six, the trash truck had already
gone. Obviously, that tune I had been
dancing to in the Living Room, imagining it
to be a new neighborhood music initiative,
was in fact a call to arms for all
garbage-bearing citizens, and we had missed it.
The security guard ordered us and our
unfortunate smelling offspring back up to the
apartment. Cowed, though slightly put out,

First Person [Hartley's Hig

What a load of rubbish!

Ask not for whom the garbage truck jingles, it jingles for thee

we took everything back to the balcony. It
made a satisfied humming sound as we put it
back in its puddle, like it had come back
home.

The next day, I stayed in specifically to
catch the garbage truck and get rid of what
had become something of a nemesis. Anita,
citing vague family commitments, had gone
off to see her sister. Looking back I'm pretty
sure she was just hiding from the situation.
And the confrontation that would inevitably
ensue when I tried to take Garbage away
from his balcony.

As it happened, the stink-festering lump
came away from its resting place quite easily
— I think it had actually died (it certainly
smelled dead), thus completing the cycle from
inanimate object to moldering arch-fiend and
back to inanimate object. I cradled it in my
arms and carried it tenderly downstairs.
Where the security guard was waiting. And
shaking his head.

"No Sundays."

"What?"

"Rubbish — no Sundays." Conceptually, this

was very interesting, but I'd been living here

long enough to know what he actually meant.
"When then?"

"Monday five to seven."

ILLUSTRATION: - FLOATY

"I'm working then."

"Tuesday."

"I'm working Monday to Friday, get home at
ten thirty."

At this point, three passers-by decided to join
in, one of whom spoke English with an
irritating American accent.

"You can put it out in the morning instead,"
she said unhelpfully.

Unfortunately for her, I'd already tried
and been told in no uncertain terms not to
do that again.

"No I can't." I told her.

"Yes, that's right — you can't," she agreed,
clearly showing her true colors; she was like
one of those people who has no idea when
you ask them for directions, but feels
embarrassed and gives you specific directions
to somewhere else. (They're called Malaysians.)
"God damn you all to helll" T Hestonized,
and took my friend back upstairs. I mean the
rubbish, not the American-sounding woman.
If anyone knows how to stop a pile of
garbage from mewling, give me a call.

Hartley Pool Lives i Taper. Read more of
his Lumor at: www. fartleypool. com.  First
Person 15 a page for mdividuals’ Tarwan
experrences. Send yours to: enpots @hilpao.
com.
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in Ehe Moviesl

BY MALCOLM PARKER

LIKE the Bs because often they pile in
I interesting ideas and do interesting things

without holding up a little flag every time
something important happens so that people
know whatcan to talk about it over their lattes
later. Zand of the Dead is a B, and it is
chock-a-block with observations and comments
on our society, ranging from class to the
“Society of the Spectacle”. 1 like it more, Tthe
more I think about it, the more I like it. And
it’s got zombies. Crasf is an A- film. It knows
it’s important. It even tapped me on the
shoulder, and when I didn’t look it kicked me
in the groceries just so I didn’t miss getting
tthe point. It has fewerless meaningful and
interesting ideas, however, than Romero’s gristle.
And it doesn’t have zombies. Not one, unless
you count Brendan Fraser.

—New Releases: Sep 9—
April Snow (#}H)

THEATRES: THEATERS:WV(Xinyi), WV(Tienmu), WV(Miramar),
Cinemark, Majestic, Mei Hua, Shin Kong Cineplex, Shin Shin,
Showtime, Chang Chun, Yang Ming

The plot of the new film by rightfully acclaimed
director Heo Jin-Ho (Clzstnas iz Augus)
sounds more than vaguely familiar: a man and a
woman are involved in a car accident and, upon
discovering that their spouses are having an
affair, decide to have a little tryst. Now, I am
wholly for scavenging, and a little bricolage
never hurt anybody if it is propetly cooked, so
the slamming of some Wong Kar Wai together
with Azndom Hearrs, by a director whose
previous films were thoughtful and tenderific
explorations of love is, on first glance, a damn
fine idea. Somewhere between that and this,
however, a famous TV star — Bae Yong-Joon
— became attached. T, the gloss was glooped
onto the film, and methinks the director was
overcome by outside forces. The result is a far
cry from the turbulent heart surrounded by
silence that characterizes his prior movies. (Heo
Jin-Ho, Korea, 2005, Kor/Ch subs)

The Doll Master (725 NJZEE)

THEATRES:THEATERS:Spring Cinema Galaxy, Cinemark, Governor,

Scholar, Shin Shin, WV(Xinyi), WV(Miramar)

The pillaging continues with this a slasher film
in which a vengeful doll wreaks bloody havoc
upon a house full of the usual witless schlubs.
In the ponderous prologuebackstory, a man,
smitten by a beautiful but unreachable woman,
creates a life-size doll of her. The woman is
murdered, the innocent puppet maker blamed
and killed by vigilantesa posse, and the doll,

The contemplative, humun characters here from Korean film Aprll Snow, the mindless, undead ones from Japan's The Doll Master. And by the way, if's o good week for zombies.

perhaps possessed by the woman, sits watch
over his grave. Forward toln the present:, a
standard mix of suitably doltish dolts goes to a
doll museum, presided over by the standard and
suitably creepy creep and the suitably mysterious
mystery doll maker who is confined to a
wheelchair. Killing ensues, but not really gory
killing, just noisy killing., sweeping up all the
gruesome pleasure and leaving. I could tell you
that tThere is a surprise ending but you knew
that didn’t you? And you know what else you
know? You already know the surprise ending,
too. (Jeong Yong-gi, Korea, 2004, 90min,
Kot/Ch subs)

Tales of Terror (Ha5H/\)

THEATRESTHEATERS:WV(Xinyi), Breeze, Cinemark, Scholar,
Hoover, Shin Shin,, Shin Kong Cineplex

A Japanese horror omnibus borrowing Corman’s
title for his Edgar Allen Poe collection, the eight
shorts are purportedly based on true accounts.
Two Japanese writers toured around the country,
recording various stories from which these were
selected as the best, or at least the most
cinematic. They appear to have of the usual
leitmotivs and images we have come to expect
from Japanese horror: hauntings, mirrors, video,
thrumming music, rasping bodies, dissolving flesh,
and looking, looking, looking in wide eyed
disbelief. The great thing about something like
this is it is highly unlikely that they will all suck,
and it is possible that one or more will be
stunning. If they only had Vincent Price, Peter
Lorre, and Basil Rathbone there could be no
wrong. (Various directors, Japan, 2005, 92min,
Jap/Ch subs)

Land of the Dead (}fEEZEH)

THEATRES: THEATERS:major theatres

The first two of this zombie quartet were
justifiably lauded, essentially establishing a new
genre and bringing a lesser genre — gore films
— to more common acceptance, while weaving
in some social commentary and humour. His
mantle was taken away by several films such as
28 Daps Later and Dead Alvdand Rabid | 1
would argue), and after this film Romero is in
no sure position to regain it but it’s close. It is
sometime after the original infection and some
survivors have established a walled compound,
lorded over by Dennis Hopper who lives in a
gated and exclusive high rise, Fiddler’s Green.
Squads of mercenary worker bees go out from
the hive to scavenge whatever is needed. They
are , led by Riley, a stand up n honest guy
who just wants to get away from it all.
Unfortunately, The zombies are developing and
are being organized by a large black man, whose
eyes reflect more than just appetite — they
show hatred and vengeance. The glimmering
tower inof the city is a beacon that calls the

IMAGE: NING I YEN

stumbling and lurching masses forth. The social
commentary and is a bit messy and jumbly — a
decade or so of ideas poured out — but they
do coagulatelesce on the whole. The plot churns
efficiently and smartly away to the inevitable
conclusion. But, then, that’s what genre pics do
and it is efficient. Romero isn’t riding his own
coattails here and ably delivers what those aware
of the previous films would want — lip
smacking goodness that’s fun for your brain.
Mmm. Brains. (George A. Romero, US, 2005,
93min, En/Ch subs)

Crash (@I%%ZEE)

THEATRES:THEATERS:Le Sheng, Spring Cinema Galaxy, WV(Xinyi),
WV(Tienmu), WV(Miramar), Cinemark, Shin Shin, Scholar,
Governor, Breeze, Ha La

Following Chekhov’s maxim about guns on
stage, every verbal weapon in this movie is fired.
Writer/director Paul Haggis tries to get at the
seething anger that roils away on the surface of
the shiny society in which everyone is a victim,
practitioner or both of when it comes to the
ingrained, systemic racism in LA’s complex
multicultural landscape. . There are three essential
plot lines in and from which aA varied cast all
haveof many all have supporting roles that
cross and go bump in the night asThere are
three entwined plots, and weave away. Every
scene is structured to provide its own little
apotheosis. PrTtoedetermined it certainly is, and
often to make its point, the film strains credulity,
but it has something to say and gives the actors
tremendous scenes at times. , and Haggis’
dialogue is often natural, caustic, and honest.great
to listen to given the dross of late. There is no
call to action orare anyno solid answers
provided, just an unsatisfying yearning for a
family unit matched with pessimism and vague
apathy. If there is a big weakness it is the score.
Haggis wants the opera of AMggnoli and the
spare minimalism of Aezr but fails in providing
an intelligent accompaniment; the music simply
swells and burbles emotional cues that are as
unneeded as they are unwelcome. The cameria
occasionally suffers from the same tendency to
overstate. what is made very obvious and

Haggis should have learned more from the
spareness of Eastwood’s direction — the
simplicity would have allowed the complexity to
rise rather than being buried. (Paul Haggis, US,
2004, 113min, En/Ch subs)

This Charming Girl (IE[FHHE)

THEATERS: Carnival, Bai Lao Hui

Focusing on the plain and eventless externalities
of the daily life of post office worker Jeong-hae,
this film uses a temporally broken narrative to
show what past tragedies are embedded deep
within this quiet and benign life. (Lee Yoon-Gi,
Kortea, 2005, 99min, Kot/ Ch subs) -0/
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— South Taipei —
Bai Lao Hui (F¥#E)
200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(AL RETEES 4 BY 200 4%)
Tel: (02) 2299-4033
Dong Nan Ya (CHFin)
3, lane 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(Bt 4 B 136 4 3 5F)
Tel: (02) 23686839
Ju Xing [EE%U@%%&]
1F, 36, jlngchon

(=E @i sof 1 1)

Tel (02) 2633-51
Warner Vlllage Miramar
CEREERA )

O69F 22, Jlngl:Ye 3r

(CE il 2251‘00&1
Tel: (02) 8161- <900

Warner Village, Tienmu
CEWRFRED

4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(L L akBs — B 202 Bk 4 1)
Tel: (02] 28763300

Yang Ming (57)

113 Wenlin Rd (STHKES 113 5%)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636



Cultural Production [Film]l

Grains of identity

Let It Be was an elegy to traditional rice farmers, but there are also politics in that

BY MICHAEL FAHEY

DVD: Llet It Be (fE:K%%)

Directors: Yan Llan-quan (BHEEME) and Zhuang
Yi-ceng (HE7iiE)
Details: Taiwan, 2005, 108min, Taiwanese/Chi-

nese subtitles

RECENTLY RELEASED on DVD, Zer /r
Pe (,\“7K ) is one of several recent docu-
mentaries that have revived critical interest in
Taiwanese film and even filled a few seats in
the theaters. Shot on DVcam and emotive
without the oozing sentimentality that ruins so
many Taiwanese films, it is an elegy to the
rapidly disappearing life of the rice farmer.
When I went to see it a few months ago
during its GIO-sponsored Taipei run at the
President Theater in Ximending, the lobby
had a fairly silly display of agricultural tools
and sacks filled with rice from Houbi Town-
ship in Tainan County, where the documen-
tary was filmed. Inside was an atypical crowd
for a slightly arty documentary-older, largely

Taiwanese speaking, and apparently mostly
from Taipei County.
The film's overt agenda — to record a

year of rice growing in one of Taiwan's most
rural areas before the last generation of farm-
ers dies off — clearly resonated with the au-
dience. Many Taiwanese over 30 still imagine
themselves to be living in a nation of rice
farmers just as Americans, however improba-
bly, think of themselves as living in a nation
of small towns. According to this widely-held,
simplistic, and ahistorical logic, Taiwan cannot
be authentically Taiwanese without rice farm-
ers.

But don't let all that turn you off. This
mixture of nostalgia and anxiety is probably
the least interesting part of the film — apart
from the rather half-hearted efforts to rouse
up opposition to the bogeyman of globaliza-
tion.

The strength of Zer /r Be lies in the rich
personalities of the three farmers who tell us
about their work and lives in broad, unrecon-
structed Taiwanese. Like V.S. Naipaul's chat-
acter Mr. Biswas, they are real people whom
we care about not because they are noble
victims from some third world tableau, but
rather because they are trying to make sense
of a wotld where the work they stubbornly
cling to is neither understood or valued.

They are also slyly funny — especially
Kun Bin-bo, the one-eyed farmer who steals
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This is the Taiwan the greens are fighting for.

the show with his clowning for the camera
and bickering with his Amis wife. But Kun is
also responsible for what is probably the
film's most intensely emotional moment when
he tells us without the slightest trace of
pathos the story of how he believes the gods
punished him for cheating someone by blind-
ing him in one eye.

Oddly enough, the scene that best ex-
presses the intensity of their work (which is
compounded by their age) was not filmed in
the fields. In a long, beautifully filmed se-
quence, we see Huang Ming-bo laboriously
beating cotton to make a handmade com-
forter. You can practically smell the sweat
running off his paunch in the close, stuffy
room where he is working and explaining his
craft.

Directly translated, the film's Chinese title
means "The Joy of No Rice." This refers to
the period just after the rice has been har-
vested and sold and the farmers can briefly
rest with the relief of knowing that they have
fulfilled their responsibility to the land. The
directors beautifully juxtapose Kun Bin-bo's

PHOTO:  CIMAGE

explanation of the title with an edgy, jumpy
scene where Kun, who throughout the film
has filled the camera with energy and light, is
suddenly reduced to a small, tongue-tied old
man in front of a tough, woman rice buyer
who gives him a bad price for his wet crop.
We expect Kun to be angry and disappointed,
but he returns home for an oddly touching
pre-dawn reception by his normally grumpy
wife.

In its weaker moments, Zer /¢ Be is
guilty of the nostalgic desite to return to a
simple, more authentic rural past — a desire
far too prevalent in what passes for the Left
in Taiwan. But it is also a powerful indict-
ment of the appalling neglect of Taiwan's ru-
ral elderly poor, who have been almost en-
tirely excluded from Taiwan's social safety net.

Perhaps more subtly, the film is also an-
other brick in the wall of a Taiwanese identi-
ty which seems to be becoming stronger and
more seclf-conscious every year. It whispers
this 1s who you realfy are into the Taiwanese
ear. No wonder Lee Teng-hui liked it so
much.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

% Jazz - Not - Clutter (JAZZ
R - L3

Sep 9, 10 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (%I fdifi)

10, Chengdu Rd, Taipei (&dLTiEANES1055%)
Tel: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$600; NT$540 for students
Metamorphosis Jazz Band (% & 53 44[H]) is
striving to localize jazz music and promote
the internationalization of local music. "Jazz
- Not - Clutter” is expected to merge jazz,
the international music language, with the
traditional arts of Taiwan. This time, Meta-
morphosis Jazz Band will provide you with
the results of their highly imaginative abili-
ties, an all-acoustic experience which is odd,
yet strangely familiar.

% Masago Music Massive
2005 (50 E G 458 KYH
2005)

Sat, Sep 17, Sunset to Sunrise

Masago Beach, Tainan
Web:http://www.spunite.com/masago/en.html
Tickets: NT$1000 @ Door; NT$800 in advance
Ticket Sales: Dunhua Road S, Sec 1, Lane
187, No. 4 (HALiiR L@ B rEls B 18744
%)

Tel: (02) 2741-6612, or by snail mail at (09)
2011-0459

Transport: Three 22 people buses will pro-
vide free transportation from the Tainan
Train Station (pick up in front of the Main
Post office) to the venue from 4pm to 9am
Spunite productions has organized Masago Mu-
sic Massive with the same passion for music,
party, and of course....the vibe. They invited
one of the best house DJs (Donald Glaude)
from the US, and the hottest upcoming pro-
gressive trance DJ/Producer (Andy Moor)
from UK. For hip-hop heads, they added an
additional stage with some of the hottest
acts from all over Taiwan! The Electronica
stage is filled with a broad spectrum of mu-
sic including: Breaks, House, Trance, Progres-
sive, Tribal and more! There are also plenty
of activities to make your Full Moon Festival
in Taiwan a memorable on: BBQ, Blow-up

Boxing Ring, Bungee Trampoline, and a very
wet bikini competition!

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note
(BE3)
4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(FERTIRS = F1715544)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from 9:
30pm. Cover varies for special shows. Tues-
day: UNO QUARTET (fTF#ERIE 1), NT$300
minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUARTET
(630 3144, with guitar, tenor sax, bass,
and drums, NTS$300 minimum. Fridays: META-
MORPHOSIS (%1 &4 &85 1- 44 &), piano, tenor
sax, alto sax, bass, and drums, NT$350, w/
drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES & GU-HAO ()5
BHIUESR & BT, a jazz quartet plus
a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.

% Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfeng St, Taipei (&5 L8 S E6755%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and
foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin' and groovin' with the "big dawg,"
10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,
7:30-9pm.

% Chocolate & Love

No 148, XinYi Road, Sec 4 ({ZZEIUEE148%%)
Tel: (02) 2702-4371

A restaurant-lounge with atmosphere and ab-
sinthe. Live music Wednesday to Saturday,
upstairs band area usually has a cover,
downstairs bar no cover. All programs start
at 10pm. Wednesdays: JUST RAY & THE
CHOCLOVE EXPERIENCE, rock and rock ballads
from the 60s to the 90s, w/ covers of the
Stones, Bowie, etc, NT$100 cover.

% The Living Room

NS

3F, No. 8 Nanjing E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&b
TR RS S 831

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(I F4%7%), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm - 10:
30pm, NTS$ 100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-
LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS (/)3
W+ F e AE) a Japanese reggae band, 8:
30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop (&
B g115), open mic for art films from 8pm,
followed by readings, and performances. All
musicians welcome, but make sure to book
in advance. Fri, Sep 9: TRUE COLORS JAZZ
GROUP (gF + JH f11), features the voice of
WANG YI-RU (F:Z11) performing a cool mix
of standards, bossa novas, and jazzy
melodies, 10pm, NT$ 100. Sat, Sep 10: THE
K-FUNK ALL STARS, The K stands for Kecia,
who has assembled a group of singers togeth-
er with the Living Room All Star Band to
bring you the best 70's music on the planet,
10pm, NT$100. Tue, Sep 13: 12.3, without
singing, they manage to cover a wide variety
of genres, both silent and lively, gentle and
powerful & SELFKILL, rife with destructive
power and heavy bass. Wed, Sep 14: UFA,
merging various electric forms, including
downtempo, industry, trip-hop, R&B, and ab-
stract hip-hop... & NYLAS, poetic lyrics from
a fresh female vocal, a low-key kind of elec-
tronica. Fri, Sep 16: ROCKIN' ON THE YIN
SIDE, featuring LOST IN VEGA, a groove-in-
spired new band. Back to back girl bands
show you how to rock on the yin ([&) side
of the yinyang, 10pm, NTS 100. Sat, Sep 17:
THE RETROSEXUALS, Saxophonist  Corbett
Wall's and his old school funky all-stars, in-
cluding Greg T. (guitar), Ashley H. (double
bass), and Gary S. (drums), will brings you
back to the late 60's funky style. Show up in
a white vinyl mini skirt, get a free drink.
10pm, NT$100.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

CLEUERIIEAE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (& K& iGAIEHEE—
1#), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S
Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
National Taiwan University.

Mondays and Tuesdays: Film, 8pm. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays: Live music and the-
ater group performance, cover varies. Thur:
LISTEN TO THE MUSIC | WROTE - lan (ZcE&;
ETEK - —JC), piano and guitar Urhan Folk
style, 3pm, no cover. Fri, Sep 9: INCREDIBLE!
- Chinese opera lecture ( "%y -5k ditfF
5" ), the Guo-Guang opera troupe's ([#
StEIE]) attempt to boost art appreciation by
helping the Ministry of Education popularize
"Art and Culture" courses, 2pm, no cover. Fri,

Sep 9: JASIMINE (f%E5 V), the award-win-
ner of the 5th HoHaiYan rock festival, 8pm,
no cover. Sat, Sep 10: LIU JIA-LING 2005 PI-
ANO RECITAL: RATIONALITY, SENTIMENT, AND
WILDNESS (Ff 4 &4 Eilfy4:). UCLA pianist
LIU JIA-LING (Z]ZZ#55) will entertain you with
the uniqueness of her fugue-based music,
3pm, no cover. Sat, Sep 10: THE INCRIMINA-
TORS (5 ft ¥ ), double guitars attack and
soar with interweaving harmonies, THE IN-
CRIMINATORS rock harder than you'd ever ex-
pect from two guys with acoustic guitars,
8pm, NTS$250. Fri, Sep 16: RED TIMBER (7kZE
f+ 4% & ) hard and pop rock & MINT
CIGARETTE (Ji/7i4%[H]), merging brit-pop, folk,
and pop rock, 8pm, no cover. Sat, Sep 17:
FALLING IN LOVE WITH PIANO- ZHANG
ZU-KANG SOLO RECITAL (HRiitl 5 & I 5 =25 2
), sometimes mild and gentle, sometimes
hot and passionate, ZHANG excels at vacillat-
ing between classical and contemporary mu-
sic, 3pm, no cover. Sat, Sep 17: THE COUN-
TRY-ROCK-JAZZ NIGHT WITH RANDY LIN (&d
RANDY LINIEEEYRA IR T 1.2 7%), his style u-
nites country and American Southern rock
with jazz. 8pm, no cover.

Y Riverside Music Cafe

(RS

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3,
Taipei

A LT HET RS 3Pk 24445 27B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT$250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Sat, Sep 10: SWEET HO! BACK TO
SCHOOL CONCERT (Ff7pH 2 H ), featuring
CIACIA (faffxf#) with 2 special guests, Z&D,
NT$350. Sun, Sep 11: DELTA ON THE MAIN
STREET (¥IfCfFF14%H]), a whole new pro-fu-
sion jazz band merging Latin, funk, and mod-
ern. Tue, Sep 13: SOLER (H.K.), double vo-
cals with their own unique flavor, playing
with FORMULA. Wed, Sep 14: SMILE EGG +
SO WHAT (#i/)\44H), rock. Thu, Sep 15: THE
BEETLE BAND (H1£:%%[H]), rock + BIBI & BAND,
folk, rock, and metal. Fri, Sep 16: REAL
COLLECTIVE JAZZ QUARET (fF-1:PUsEzs), with-
out showy electric effects, REAL COLLECTIVE
performs simple and unadorned jazz. Sat,
Sep 17: 1976, brit-pop. Sun, Sep 18: RAW
SOLDIER JOY IN A SONG OF TRIUMPH (rlz4%
YLE#K) + BANJI (§i#%), heavy metal plus sharp
rap, they angrily rattle out social criticism.
% Shannon

(F12)

6 Dunhua N. Rd. (${bLi%65%)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

Live music gets going between 9 and 10pm
on weekends. Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT, w/
live music. Fridays and Saturdays: Live bands,
NT$250 w/ drink. Wed, Sep 7: the Shannon
invites all to participate in its 3rd anniver-
sary with happy hour all night long (after
6:30pm) including free giveaways and tunes
by DJ IAN after 9:30pm; don't count on your
normal Wed specials, however.

% The Wall

(i)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (5dLifEiT
TEEE P EL200%%B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Sat,
Sep 10: LOBO INDEX SEPTEMBER- MINI MINT
DAUGHTER (LOBO INDEX J1 H -3k {cifar 22 52),
featuring BAD DAUGHTER (172 5{), MINISKIRT
(from Jap), PEPPERMINT (i fif #£), TOSHIKO
MATSUMOTO (DJ show), 8:30, NT$350; NT
$300, in advance. Sun, Sep 11: 911 FOR
PEACE, featuring DGS, MAHO (}E%#), FALL OF
THIS CORNER (—[# 2 %k), HINDSIGHT 20/20
(Ot EyE i), DEPORTED, 7:30pm, NT $150;
NT $200 w/ drinks. Wed, Sep 14: LOBO
THREE- LITTLE BANDS FIGHTING, featuring
12.3, alternative; BAI MU (9 H), and MUR-
MUR, rock. 8:30pm, NT$ 250; NT$200, in ad-
vance; NT$50 discount for LOBO THREE al-
bum. Thu, Sep 15: JUMP JUMP, featuring SIX
PLUS (/<Hi%%[H]), 8:30pm, NT$300; NT$250,
in advance. Fri, Sep 16: THE NO. 1 (K%
—5. 2 iF A 4%), featuring HUA BU LA SHI ({&
AH7BR) and COACH (#i#%), this rock concert
is bound to excite your senses, 8:30pm,
NT$300, NT$250, in advance. Sat, Sep 17:
SERAPHINM SATURDAY NIGHTFEVER TOUR 05'
(FNEAH20055K 1 HY), featuring ANTHELION
(%JH), death-metal & SERAPHIM (/3K {d),
8:30pm, NT$300, NT$250, in advance.

% Witch House

(ZARE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, XinSheng S Rd, (&dbiidr
AE I 3P 56487 5%)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and is adjacent to a lesbian
bookstore. Food served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is

Roosevelt Rd,

event
information

enpots@lihpao.com

NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Sep 8: THE INCRIMI-
NATORS (#5%4&), country rock. Fri, Sep 9:
DONG YUN-CHANG GUITAR RECITAL (##HE
il 5% 2= ), solo guitar alongside two other
great musicians. Sat, Sep 10: CHEN
MIN-ZHANG & DAN SHUI TOUR BAND ([ ez Eil
WK ENEE), Taiwanese folk poet, local and
casual. Thu, Sep 15: LIN ZHONG GUANG AND
BAND (#£ 15l 4% 5] ), arouse your perceptions
about human nature to the sound of LIN's
music. Fri, Sep 16: JASMINE (f5%E5/ME), a
dramatic guitarist, a sentimental drummer,
and a fancy keyboard player interlace soft
and sweet folk rock. Sat, Sep 17: METAMOR-
PHOSIS- Bailamos! (31 #3144~ A<BkEEIL!),
the most phenomenal jazz band in Taiwan
performs their new album 'Bailamos’ revealing
the essence of the Latin flavor, cha-cha, sal-
sa, reggae, etc.

% Y par [ Yong Artist Party)
(AP faE e)

Taipei Artist Village (&JLEIEEAS), #7, Beiping
E. Rd., Taipei (HJLrilLFa#E455)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377 x110/207

Y par is a performance cafe stage at TAV, a
wonderland for young creative artists. This
open and live stage is a focal point for all
of the artistic energy of Taipei city, including
music, sound, dance, drama, oral reading,
new media, images, traditions, contemporary
art, etc. s FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIE NIGHT,
NT$120 w/ a drink. Fri, Sep 9: KE TU QIU
HEN (% & FkIE 1990), directed by ANN HUI
(F1#4%E), the H.K. director uses an autobio-
graphical format to illustrate the psychologi-
cal complexes that direct the behavior of

her mother and grandfather. Fri, Sep 16:
EATING AIR (FZ )&, 1999), it's a young and
powerful story about a boy, a girl, a motor-

bike, and no brakes...

Dance Clubs

*AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
[Eits— P 857B1)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open ‘til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a welcome presence. Music tends to
be of the house and techno variety. Fridays:
NTS$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NTS$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Sept 10:
THE WONDERLAND. Boasting that "going
vogue is about attitude,” this Sat's party
promises to break our imaginative boundaries
with music on two floors. The main floor
features music by FLOYED at 11pm, TIGER at
1am, VICTOR CHENG at 3am, and STONE at
5am. The ‘chic direction' features JOE at
11pm, GRAVITY at 1am, ERIC HUANG at 3am,
and TEDDY at 5am. Tickets are NT$600 at
the door, NT$400 in advance.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(BAEHT SRR U E 9857 1144

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest
spinning block party, funkology, electric
boogaloo, rocksteady and future classics, pur-
portedly mixing the 5 elements of hip hop:
DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti, and
Knowledge, NT$350 w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks

Jilong Rd, Taipei (&dbifidk

b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. 2nd Saturday every month: Love

Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA, house,
funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500.
3rd and 5th Saturday every month: A-ONE
Party w/ special guest DJ VICTOR CHENG,
w/ the regulars DJ EDMUND (AAAportlS, TW)
& JIMMY CHEN (AXD, TW) playing Soulful
House, Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted.
Sat, Sep 3: DEEP HOUSE PARTY cranks house
all night with DJ SAUCY and guests DECLAN

and D'JONES; NT $500 after 12am with 2
drinks, NT$350 b4 12am with one drink.

% The Face

B1-1, 270 Zhongxiao E. Rd Sec. 4 (H %
TUEZB1.Z—)

Tel: (02) 2771-6065

One of Taipei's latest lounges, with spiffy

decor and good sound and lighting. Top 40
hip hop on regular nights. Wednesdays:
LADIES NIGHT, ladies free all night. Thurs-
days: BE FREE, a night of international elec-
tronic dance music w/ DJs ANDREW FORD




(US) and BOYAN (EU), men NT $400 w/ 1
drink or free b4 midnight, ladies free all
night. Saturdays: FOAM PARTY, get your freak
on in a bubble bath, minus the rubber duck-
ies, bikini dance contest included, men
NT$800, ladies NT$300.
% Luxy
5F, No 201, Sec 4, Zhongxiao E Rd, Taipei
(AL AR S T EY 201 57 FiA%)
Tel: (02) 2772-1000.
Reservations: 0955-904-600
Web: www.luxy-taipei.com
Capacity: 2000
Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies’ Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleria,
and "Sugar" w/ house music in the Lotus
room, NTS$600 for men, ladies free all night
w/ a special express line. Thursdays: "Live
Thursday," live reggae from RED-I & THE RID-
DIM OUTLAWZ, NT$400 w/ 2 drinks, free b4
10pm. Sat Sep 10: DJ VERTIGO celebrates his
birthday house-style, with special guest DJ
QHEY from Japan in the lotus. Fri, Sep 16:
HOUSE BREAKER PRESENTS: DONALD GLAUDE,
well accomplished funky house, deep house,
and techno artist who has earned the rare
distinction of being able to easily cross from
sub-genre to sub-genre, winning the love of
all electronic music fans.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lequn 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&bl 4%
HE= 31057 K EHE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men
NT $400, or NT $200 b4 11pm. Thursdays:
Smoove HipHop Night, hip hop in the main
room, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Biki-
ni Girls Night, NT $600, NT$350 b4 11pm,
girls in bikinis free all night. Saturdays: Resi-
dents Party. Cab fare up to NT$200 is de-
ductible on entry, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm.
Sat, Sep 10: MOS Taipei warmly welcomes
the return of the sultry drum and bass
sounds of U.K. artist TOM STEPHEN, known in
the U.S. as SUPERCHUMBO. Fri, Sep 16: THE
CASH MONEY; undoubtedly one of the world's
best DJs; this 3 time winner of the DMC
championship is regarded as the primary in-
ventor of 'scratch’ music and one of the inno-
vators of modern sample mixing.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (567 /\fElg4E: 13857 1244)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, no cover.
Wednesdays: LADIES 100, ladies NT $100 all
you can drink, men NT$500 all you can drink.
Fridays and Saturdays, ladies NT$350 w/ drink,
men NT$500 w/ drink. Fri, Sep 16: GIRLS
DEM SUGAR, guarantees the latest hip hop
tunes. The party features DJ NOODLES at
12am, nationally and internationally acclaimed
turn-table stylist with his unique party groove,
with MC SHORTEE. Expect an in-house DJ bat-
tle at 2am b/t DJ NOODLES and DJ MYKAL.
Men NT$500, Ladies NT$350.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Bade
Rd, Taipei (F5dbifi/\fER54EL13857121)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

Sunday to Tuesday and Thursdays: minimum
charge NT$350. Wednesdays: LADIES 9, men
NT$350, ladies free all night, ladies free w/
2 drinks b4 11pm.

Yy Room 18

B1, No 22, SongShou Rd., Neo19 Building (%
JCTHRAS2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, full en-
trance redeemable at the bar. Fri, Sep 16:
FATMAN SCOOP, the self-proclaimed strongest
and largest ‘fatty’ to DJ and party MC in his-
tory.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Jinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
Jbifi<t LiEgEs 151555%B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only.
NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd, Taipei (&b
T B EE24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop and pop,
though other styles appear. Cover charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT $600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free

Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accord-
ingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MI-
NI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-
maica and Canada), better known as THE
O-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dance-
hall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd bit
of French hip hop. This is a reggae night
with loyal followers, so youre guaranteed de-
cent music and a predictable crowd. Men
NT$500, ladies NT$300.

Classical

% New Horizon of Sounds
(EES(EE)]

Sat, Sep 10 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&5 & 44)5E)

No 21-1, Zhongshan S Rd, Taipei (&Ll
B 21,2 15%%) - on the North side of the
plaza

Tickets NT$300-1200

Since it was founded in 1991, the Chai Found
Music Workshop (4RJE%455) has built up a sig-
nificant repertoire of contemporary works,
performed on traditional Chinese string and
woodwind instruments. For the first time, the
Ensemble XX. Jahrhundert (#thfiy — il =
N 4% &) conducted by Peter Burwik joins w/
Chai Found Music Workshop in performing
classic works by contemporary composers
from Taiwan and mainland China.

% NSO Shostakovich Cycle I
(A:3E5R)

Sun, Sep 11 at 2:30pm

National Concert Hall (%735 440E)

Ticket: NT$300-1500

“Lyrics for the death” is the artist's 14th sym-
phonic composition not in the traditional or-
chestral musical form created by Shostakovich
(FEHTEE T HEZY). The work is an adaptation of
eleven poems, all of which refer to the sub-
ject of death, a common theme found a-
mongst the Russian composers raised under
Stalinism. This performance is joined by NSO
(%2 22 2544 H9) and two distinctive singers,
soprano Tetyana Zakharchuk and bass Andrzej
Saciuk. NSO conductor and music director
Wen-Pin Chien (f&32#%) will also be introduc-
ing the work of Taiwanese composer Shih (Jifi
F#): The Separation ().

% Trio Toykeat Concert
(CrHm L EE R )

Sep 12 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%% &544EE)

Ticket: NT$400-2000

Established in 1988, the Trio Toykeat, com-
prised of three young Finnish jazz musicians
none of them over 40, have become a lead-
ing light of the new wave of European jazz,
with a reputation for dazzling live perfor-
mance. Their performance in Taipei, spon-
sored by Taipei Arts International Association
(G LB HE 5 177 8r), features the mix of con-
temporary jazz and classical music.

% Taipei Metropolitan Sym-
phony Orchestra - Gershwin
in Taiwan (St%XEE &
X & )

Sep 13 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%% &44EE)

Ticket: NT$100-1000

The name George Gershwin conjures up mem-
ories of the Jazz Age, the Roaring Twenties,
flappers, and musicals tumbling forth in glori-
ous profusion from his creative, fertile imagi-
nation.  This performance by the Taipei
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, conducted
by Liao Jiahong (Z3777), features An Ameri-
can in Paris (—f{# Z& & A £ E2), Summer
Time (& HIEf) and other Gershwin favorites.

% Mr. Wing - A Romantic
Rhapsody
[Ezui7)

Sep 6-10 at 7:20pm

National Theatre ([&ZZELXZIFE), 21-1, Zhong-
shan S Rd, Taipei (&dbifitriliFEg21.215%) -
on the south side of the plaza

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Tickets NT$400-2000

A production based on the artwork from the
famous Taiwanese illustrator, Jimmy's (%K)
2003 book, Mr. Wing. This is the fantastical
story of a man who one day grows a small
pair of wings on his back...

% World of Crooks

(Tt =g N )

Sep 16-17 at 7:30pm, Sep 17-18 at 2:30pm
National Theatre (I ZZE &%)

Tel: (02)3393-9888

Tickets NT$400-2000

In the deep of night, two thieves bumble in-
to the house of an official reputed for his
honesty. They discover, however, that he is
hiding a man. The thieves, who have watched
operas all their lives and are filled with a
belief in patriotism, loyalty and honor, decide

Crystal Method eats the worm

ILLUSTRATION: - FLOATY
BY QUEEN B

WHEN A couple of DJ friends and | arrived around 11:30pm (Sep. 4),
MoS was already prefty busy, and the dance floor was filing out
nicely. The club has made some nice changes since the last time |
was there: theyve added a few more screens and projectors around
the room, and the speakers sound a lot betfter now. The warm up DJ,
Buff, was spinning a house/ breakbeat set with a number of tunes we
liked, but his mixing and programming were kind of sloppy, so we
decided to head for the bar fill the Crystal Method took over.

About and hour later, the duo of Ken Jordan and Scott Kirkiand finally
made their entrance and began to show how good they were at
working the crowd. Both are in their mid-30s with short dark hair,
wearing jeans and dark T-shirfs — obviously not the types that go for
flashy looks. Their flawless mix of all styles of breakbeat kept the
atmosphere readlly intense. Unlike some of the other producer type of
DJs I've seen, the Crystal Method boys clearly know how to rock the
house with a pair of decks as well as produce wicked records. We
loved the chunky, rumbling bass lines and the frippy acid sounds in
their set. Also impressive, they didn't fill the set with a bunch of their
own remixes from the new CD, Comvmrvy Senvice 2 In fact, the
only remix they played was the one that incorporates The Doors'
"Roadhouse Blues," and it came across as it should — as a really
great song!

Towards the end of their setf, the last 30 minutes or so, it was hard
fo not nofice the big row of empty glasses and liquor bottles behind
the DJ booth. Scoft Kirkkand was looking pretfty fipsy as he walked out
from behind the DJ booth to share the bottle of tequila he was
drinking with the audience. By that time he couldn't mix properly
anymore. Now, it's not that I've never seen DJs getting wasted before,
it was just my first fime seeing an international "head-lining DJ" loosen
it up so openly. Kind of amusing. Luckily, his partner was sober
enough to finish it out.

As for the music, we had no bones to pick. People were smiling,
grooving, and there wasn't much "head-shaking" action going on. The
only thing people were complaining about was the non-stop amateur
emceeing by MoS' resident DJ. Whenever there was a breakdown,
he'd shout "put your fucking hands in the air." And no one would
respond. We truly hope this guy learns to know when to shut up.

>>>>>>>>UPCOMING:

Tom Stephan aka "Superchumbo" (USA) @ MoS (Saturday,
Sep. 10)

Having visited Taipei 5 times already, the fribal house guru shouldn't
need much more of an infroduction. In short, his progressive dark
fribal produced music contfinues to keep him super famous in the
scene worldwide, and his DJ sets are prefty badass as well. This has
fo be the recommendation for this Saturday night.

DJ QHey (Japan) @ LUXY (Saturday, Sep. 10)

One of Japan's fop DJs, QHey has been DJing since the early 90s
and gained huge international acclaim in 2002 when his produced
music was finally discovered by Belgium's Techno pioneer Marco Bailey.
If you are into techno, don't miss out this rare opportunity, because
the local techno scene is pretty much dead.

Masago Outdoor Party @ Tainan (Saturday, Sep. 17)

This outdoor party is the second annual down on the beach by
Tainan. The headliner last year was Armin van Buuren, this year it's
Donald Glaude (USA) and Andy Moor (UK). Other supporting DJs
include Luxy DJs and local Tainan DJs, playing all genres of
electronica. There's also a hip hop area with DJs and live acts. More
info: http:// www.spunite.com/masago

Heineken Full Moon Beach Party @ Green Bay (35Z43)
(Saturday, Sep. 17)

Brought to you by the same production tfeam who organised the
massive "Summer Aguarian" af Baishawan in July — the one that sold
fickets right up until it abruptly closed af 2am, which was hours earlier
than advertised — Cube production has found a different north
coast beach for next weekend, Pacific Ocean Green Bay. There will
be 2 stages (hip hop & electronica) and a slew of local/foreign DJs.
International acts include Fatman Scoop, Ronnie Herel, Hype Asia &
Darren Pearce. Let's hope they work it out with the cops and get their
shit right this time. More info: http://www.summer-aguarian.com.
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to take justice into their own hands. Should
the official arrest the thieves, or the thieves
seize the official? Tang Mei Yun Taiwanese
Opera Company once again takes gezai opera
to its outer limits in their brand new, sub-
versive_blzgrck comedy, "World of CrookJs

i
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% Film Festival of Peace
(FIZR#Z)R)

Sep 10-16

Spot (Ot:EL#AL), 18 Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec 2
(FLAbRE —Fe185%)

Free Admission

This film festival presents a collection films
from all over the world, all closely related
to the theme of peace. The festival selects
recent award-winning films from the years
2003 to 2005. The opener, Sylvania movie
ZIVET JE CUDO (4= & flil#7i%), takes place
under the fire of war in the Yugoslavian civil
war (7 i f7 K A HE). Next, in chronological
order comes: SHAKE HANDS W/ THE DEVIL:
THE JOURNEY OF ROMEO DALLAIRE (i v 42
F), NO. 17 IS ANONYMOUS (HEZEE17553RE?),
WALK ON WATER (55 A 4.0 4G 5 A), THE
EDUKATOR (% K17%5), VOCES INOCENTES (fi
F 115%), TURTLES CAN FLY (5 & th & 71%),
DOWNFALL (%7 [ % 7% ), and THE HUMAN
STAIN (A M4:75%G). Following the foreign films,
the festival takes a turn to feature recent
Taiwanese films and documentaries dating
from 2002 to 2005. This section includes
FACING THE ETHNIC GROUP AND ITS FUTURE:
VIEWS FROM THE PEOPLE (fij ¥} jifk £ Bl R 2k —
*E R $EE), THE DAIRY OF JING FU
DOOR (5fEMIH i), and BLAKIE'S MARRIAGE
(M fFE)=£42). The festival ends w/ the film

EDELWEISS PIRATES (/]NF14

Museums

% National
History
(BAZIE S i aE)
49, Nanhai Rd, Taipei ({5]LiiiFd1EER495%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web:www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR & PAINTED
POTTERY (5 =% FAalahr /).

Through Dec 31

GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURE ARTI-
CRAFTS: Enshrine Show (HrEac¥5m s ity fee
G R EE): This multi-faceted exhibition is di-
vided into various sections. Ranging from the
Stone Age to the Chin Dynasty, the exhibi-
tion's seven sections include: New Stone Age
(FroesiF{t), Xia - Shang - Zhou Periods (&
P &), Qin - Han Dynasties/Wei Jin & South
and North Dynasties (Z %1% 05), Sui &
Tang Dynasties ([ ), Five Northern Dynas-
ties & Song - Liao - Jin - Yuan Dynasties (71
fRoR#4:7C), Ming and Chin Dynasties (977%),
and the existing Republic of China ([ [&]).
Through Dec 31.

SELECTION OF PREMIUM SCULPTURES --SHOU
SHAN STONE CIRCULAR CARVINGS (%] 22—
Z /S ElftEE): The exhibition displays over a
hundred pieces, representing the high-level
techniques of Shou Shan Stone Circular Carv-
ings during the Chin Dynasty.

% National Palace Museum

(BRI )

221, Sec 2, Zhishan Rd, Taipei (&b & FHE
TER2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enam-
el-wares, writing accessories, carvings, em-
broidery and rare books.

THE ART AND AESTHESTICS OF FORM: FAN-
TASTIC REALMS IN JOURNEY TO THE WEST
(B L S —Pa Rl Y T 5R): This exhibition
includes a special selection of Buddhist and
Taoist figure paintings on subjects appearing
in the novel "Journey to the West" (Pgif#:D),
by the Shih-te Hall, and the exceptional "Al-
bum on Journey to the West" by the modern
master P'u Hsin-yu, that has been entrusted
by the Cold Jade Hall to the Museum.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF: A
SPECIAL EXHIBITION OF ANTIQUE MAPS DO-
NATED BY PROF. JOHANNES HAJIME LIZUKA
(REIE RN — U — BRI Il J2): This is
an exhibition of Prof. Johannes Hajeme Lizu-
ka's ancient map collection. Through Oct 2.
PAINTING AND CALLIGRAPHY DONATED AND
ENTRUSTED TO THE NATIONAL PALACE MUSE-
UM (Zlad5 773 E): This special exhibition
gallery has been reserved by the Museum
specifically to present these treasures to the
public. Since the National Palace Museum

Museum of

YLERS OFFICEREDUX

“ANNOYING ALIENS"! THE AWECOME NEW GAME
AVAILABLE FROM TYLER'S OFFICE ENTERPRICES.
7 YEARS IN THE MAKING WITH GIANT STRINGS OF
CODE COMPLETELY MEMORIZED BY THE AWESOME
MIND OF OUR DEAR LEADER...PLAY ONLINE WITH
MILLIONS OF FRIENDS AND GAIN AWESOME POWERS.
QELL YOUR ITEMS ONLINE FOR REAL MONEY! TURN
IN YOUR RECIEPT TO RECIEVE UNLIMITED POWERS
AT YOUR LOCAL 7/11...FREE SANDWICHES AND
GREEN TEA ...LIFE TIME WARRANTY , EXCELLENT
CHANCE TO LEARN HOW TO ROLEPLAY A DRUID...
WIZARD OR UNLOCK THE POWERS OF THE

BARBARIAN!!!

ILLUSTRATION:  LEON 05

was built in Taipei in 1965, many generous
individuals and groups have donated and en-
trusted their artworks to the Museum making
this exhibition possible. Through Sep 25.

% National Taiwan Museum
(BAZ A HA)EE)

2, Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (&5 CifiZef5E%25%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of
Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

TAIWAN IN MAPS (JifE %5 ): A rare and vo-
luminous collection of maps of Taiwan, in-
cluding demographic maps, satellite images,
and historical maps dating to pre-colonial
times. Through Sep 18.

ANIMALS AND PLANTS OF TAIWAN (&7 2EY)
EsRE): this nature exhibition is divided into
seven distinctive sections that present in de-
tail Taiwan's natural flora and fauna.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(GALTHIZIEAGAE)

181, Sec 3, Zhongshan N Rd, Taipei (4Lt
LB, = BE1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays
AIR (Z24&): The artist, You Wen Fu (Ji#5 &),
has installed thousands of white feathers into
the artspace to explore the realm between
heaven and earth-air. Through Sep 11.

THE MOVEMENT OF BAMBOO STOOL-A MEMO-
RIAL EXHIBITION OF LII JIIN-SHIOW (77315
B — 2 g fC 2 ). A master whose time
came too early, Lii Jiin-shiow's (1953-2003)
position w/in society was considered to be
much like a bamboo stool - traditional, hum-
ble, and common. Yet her art created an
outstanding position for herself. Sep 3 - Nov
27.

INK PAINTING DREAMLAND (ZKZEBKTEIREE E):
Ink is the essence of Asian art, and has for-
ever been one of the most important fea-
tures in Taiwan art, especially works that
use the 'scholar's four jewels' - writing brush,
ink stick, paper and inkstone. Through these
materials and tools, the traditional art of our
culture have been vividly presented.. Through
Sep 11.

THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM: While Taiwan's
sixth sponsored pavilion is at the Venice Bi-
enale, this exhibition provides a retrospective
of the last five. Artists include Wu Ma-li,
Chen Jun-jieh, Hou Jun-ming, and a number
of others. Through Nov 6.

% VIVIENNE WESTWOOD
(Pigiz BRI BRI i 42 )« This exhibition
shows off the outfits of Vivienne Westwood,
a British designer who designed for the
1970's rock band The Sex Pistols. This exhibit
covers the period from the 1970's to the
1990's, w/ an emphasis how Westwood's de-
signs influence pop culture. A total of 543
outfits and accessories and 145 manikins are
on display.

Through Oct 19.

Galleries

*Home Gallery

()

1F, #30-1, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec 3 ([l
—E%30-155148)

Tel: (02) 2591-4302

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm

THE FLOWING POEM-SOLO EXHIBITION OF
CINDY WU SHAOYING (i #hi1 5 — S 3k
Z kG EEE): Born in Macao in 1966, Wu
follows the steps of Woodcut Painting Artist
(Fi 2 %) Bartolomeu dos Santos and her
childhood mentor Wang Zhen-Bao ( F i ).
Having done research inside the British Muse-
um (K JE Y 6F ), Wu's works reveal the
essence of a poet. Sep 3 - Oct 8

*IT Park Art Gallery

((EABTNE)]

2-3F, 40 Yitong St, Taipei (JLififfifE4055%2-34)
Web: www.etat.com/itpark

Open: Mon - Sat, 1pm -12pm

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

REPRESENTATION OF  PHENOMENON-HUANG
SHAN EXPERIENCE (¥4 8- L#€E#): A solo
exhibition by Jenny Chen ([§i7E*/[), this is a
visual representation of Chen's experiences in
her travels to Huang Shan. Through Sep 10.
% Miniature Museum of Tai-
wan

(W HAEE)

B1, #96, Jianguo N. Rd. Sec. 1 (fEJLig B¢
9657B1)

Tel: (02)2515-0853

Web: www.mmot.com.tw

Open: Tue-Sun 10am-6pm

THE ADVENTURES OF TIN TIN (55T T LEk—
T THEREEC): The creation of Belgium artist &
cartoonist Georges Remi (1907 - 1983), Tin
Tin's Adventure, is a fictional yet vivid story
about a reporter who takes on journeys and
dangerous trips while exploring the world
with his loyal dog, Milo. Through Sep 25.

% Sly Artspace

CHTSABRIZET 22 1)

1F, No 15-2, Lane 11, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec
2 (hldbss BRI 1ER5- 25714

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed - Sun, 1pm-8pm

I AM A LITTLE YELLOW BIRD (Fk/&—H/\e5):
Solo exhibition by Dai Bai-hong (& 1577), a
selection of paintings that reflect upon and
question the changing forms (installation art,
new media, etc) that art has taken over the
years. Through Sep 11.

EMPTY BOX (Zg£&1-): Huang Li-rong's (ZHEEZY)
mixed media exhibition is inspired by half-fin-
ished buildings and abandoned houses whose
empty shapes evoke the purpose they once
had. Through Sep 11.

NON-HALT (ANA]{584): A solo video performance
by Chen Jun-ming (#ifiH). Through Sep 11.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (HLiTEUb g —R25245195734%)
Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tue - Sat, 11am-7pm

CAREFREE - TAIWAN PERFORMANCE ART RE-
LAY (iFEAE - 1778482 7198): Taipei MOMA
Gallery invites three young artists for three
successive solo exhibitions that will explore
the phenomena of their own existence
through the media. The current exhibitions in
this series include:

ENDLESS RECALLING (Fft LAFAM 52 2 I ) the
artist Su Hue-yu (#5MET:) twists dialogue, mu-
sic, soap operas, etc. into a new kind of lis-
tening/viewing experience to explore the illu-
sory nature of the screen. Sep 3-17.

* Taipei Artist Village

(B LR i)

No 7, Beiping E. Rd. (ILZFBH%4%55)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Web: www.artistvillage.org

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

EXCEPTS FROM A DE'S SECRET DIARY ([r]{ift
o H S/ ARE): A group show themed
around artists “interposing” themselves into
the city to create new modes of “coexis-
tence". The artists are Chen Zheng-cai ([ I
¥)(Taiwan), Ye Yi-li (ZE57!]) (Taiwan), Leda
Oliveria (Brazil), Maria Rebecca Ballestra (I-
taly), Norbert Francis Attard (Malta). Through
Sep 19.

% TIVAC

R B B A )

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (&Lt
BRI A5ER2957 1)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue - Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat - Sun
12pm-6pm, closed Mondays.

EDGE OF THE SKY-TIBET (K5t-Puj + =44
— AR L 2 JE2): Famous Chinese photog-
rapher, Feng Jian-guo (#%4[X), has spent his
last couple of years in Tibet and developed
himself spiritually. This exhibition is not only
about the natural environment of Tibet, but
the pure innocence found in Tibet that is
long gone among the minds of civilized world.
Sep 3 - 28.
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