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The fight for Taiwan's last leper colony

Chen Zaitian spent a near-lifetime in quarantine, but must now oppose

"progress" and the

BY DAVID FRAZIER

Event: Music - life - Under the Trees (%% - 4
i - KT

Time: Sunday, Aug. 28, 3-8pm

Place: lesheng Sanatorium (SEAEEERE), 794
Zhongzheng Rd, Xinzhuang

BALERATH T IER 794 5%)

Performers: Takanow (£ [#), Black Hand
Nakashi (FEFBEEH), Clippers Taiyingla (FT
KHEM), 929, and Queban Band [FEBELEE]).
Getting there: On County Route 1 about Tkm
past Fuda (MK, or take the 635 bus from

Ximending

MORE THAN half a century ago, Chen
Zai-tian (BRFFVR) was quarantined away from
society as a leper, a disease that then had no
cure and has taken away all of his fingers
and both of his feet, leaving him with claws
for hands, prosthetic lower legs, and a slight
deformation on his face. But lately, the
73-year-old has returned from a seclusion he
had grown used to. He's done it to fight for
his home, the Lesheng Sanatorium (%E%%
BE) in Bangiao, which has already been sold
to by the government to make way for a
new MRT line, and now awaits bulldozing as
around 80 former residents continue to squat
in what has been their home for decades.

In Taipei on Wednesday, Chen, possessed
of a vigorous voice that's reined in by his
gentle demeanor, tells me with all earnesty:
"Our one request is that we can continue to
see the sun from where we live, and that
when it rains, the roofs over our heads don't
leak. As far as clothing, food, and other
needs, we're not asking the government for
anything. All we want is to stay. This is our
home."

This Sunday (Aug. 28), a group of
activists led by the Taiwan Youth Union for
Lepers' Rights will hold a free concert, Music
- Life - Under the Trees, on a grassy slope
near the Lesheng Sanatorium to draw
awareness to the impending removal of its
last remaining residents. Performers will
include prominent musicians and bands
Takanow, Black Hand Nakashi, Clippers
Tai-ying-la, 929, and Queban Band. The goal
is to save the Lesheng Santorium from
destruction for its residents, who feel like
they have a right to stay after being forced
to live there for most or all of their adult
lives.

"When I was 15, I was gathered with all
of the other students in a yard in front of
the church," says Chen, recalling the moment
it was first suspected he had contracted
leprosy. "We were in the sun, and it was
very hot. There, our teacher noticed that my
face was very red, not like all the others. 1

: “

Chen Zoition in Taipei on Wednesday, speaking fo a few reporters about the fate of the Lesheng Sanatorium.

was sticking out like a sore thumb."

At that time or shortly after, Chen also
began to show some signs of leprosy in his
extremities, especially his fingers and toes.
Today his fingers are mere stumps that barely
come up to the first knuckle, and though he
can nimbly maneuver them to smoke
cigarettes, he had to ask me to pull a lighter
out of his shirt pocket and help him light
one. His feet are now gone, replaced by
prostheses, though he can walk ably with
crutches. In his Bangiao home neighborhood,
sometimes he uses an clectric scooter for the
disabled.

"As the disease came on, other people
started to stay away from me. Parents told
their children not to play with me anymore.
At that time, I was very isolated.”

Chen's teacher took him to see a doctor
in Tainan, who was an expert in leprosy. The
diagnosis was confirmed.

"The teacher called my parents to school.
He said I'd contracted this disease and it
could be treated in Taipei. But at that time,
I'd never been away from home, and my
parents couldn't stand the idea of my being
away.

So he continued to live at home for a
while. "But when I was 16, health authorities
came to my house with the police. Yes, the
police came," he says, nodding, "and they
brought me out. They put me on a train up
to Taipei... That was also the first time I was
quarantined."

MRT so that he may live his final years in peace

PHTO: DAVID FRAZIER

On the "leprosy train," as the general
public derided it, Chen found himself in a
car with 13 other lepers bound for the
Lesheng Sanatorium. "On the train, I was
really happy," he recalls. "The scenery was
beautiful. I could see all the mountains." It
was the wonder of a youth who'd never
traveled, and who was making what was
essentially the only trip of the rest of his life.
It was later that night when he entered the
compound of low Japanese buildings riding
up a shady hillside in far away Xinzhuang
that the finality of the journey hit him.
"When 1 entered, it was almost dark. I
started to miss my family, and I cried, 1
cried. There was nothing else to do."

It was 1952, and after a childhood that
had survived the American bombing raids of
World War II, the arrival of the KMT, and
all the accompanying hardships of that era,
Chen was taken away from his family and
from southern Taiwan to a cloistered
community in the unknown north. Even the
language standard changed. From the age of
7, his schooling had been in Japanese, but
after the KMT arrived in 1949, the national
language changed to mandarin. He now
speaks it fluently as a third language after
Taiwanese and Japanese, though he is mostly
illiterate when it comes to Chinese characters
due to his broken off education. He had
suddenly become displaced in almost every
way possible.

(Continued pl7)




Patients at the Lesheng Sanatorium stop to chat while driving eledric scooters around their community.

(From pl18)

At Lesheng, Chen was given a bed in a
dormitory-style room, a bowl, and a pair of
chopsticks. Of the disease's depredations on
his fellow inmates, he says, "Some you
couldn't tell, and I saw some that were much
worse. But I just thought it was strange. 1
wasn't scared.”

Chen was able to play baseball and chess,
underwent early treatments for the disease
that slowed its spread, and life in this new
island became, after a while, routine. The sur-
roundings were peaceful - a complex of
handsome one-story buildings, with residence
halls built in the classical Chinese layout of
three rooms around a central courtyard.

The first big change Chen experienced at
Lesheng came in the 1960s,
treatment for leprosy became widely available,
the drug dapsone, which Chen calls by the
abbreviation of its chemical name, DDS. (A
decade or so later, two other drugs were
added to dapsone as part of a multi-drug
treatment that is still used today to effectively
arrest leprosy's degenerative effects on the hu-
man nervous system. Successful treatment has
eliminated the possibility of any future trans-
mission of the disease, thus enabling him to
re-enter society to some degree, though he
has never fully done so.) The arrival of DDS
however had tragic consequences, as the sana-
torium's administrators were unsure how to
properly administer it.

"They didn't know how much you were
supposed to take. They'd give you 21 pills a
week, so you were supposed to take three a
day, right? But some people took too much,
and the pain was very intense, all through

when a new

the nerves." Saying this, he makes a clenching
gesture with one of his stubby hands, waving
it over the forearm of his other arm. "Some
people, their gums turned completely black.
And their fingernails turned black too. Some
were in such pain they committed suicide, us-
ing DDS, hot water, and alcohol - if you
combined the DDS with hot water, it would
expand faster. Others hung themselves."

Originally, Lesheng was one of several
leper colonies in Taiwan. But in the early
1970s, Taiwan's entite population of lepers
was consolidated at Lesheng, more than 1,000
in all.

Today, more than 200 remain, and their
average age is 75 years old. There are actual-
ly around 300 registered residents of the
sanatorium community, though about 100 of
those have moved away, according to the
Taiwan Youth Union for Lepers' Rights.
Those who stay behind, are now fighting for
their homes and their right to live out their
lives in the peace they've come to know.

In 1993, the Lesheng Sanatorium was
named as one of three proposed sites for a
service yard for the Taipei Mass Rapid
Transit (MRT) Corporation's planned
Xinzhuang Line (%ﬁ E{'f;(f;'ﬁ) Two years later,
the national government's Department of
Health, which administers the Lesheng
Sanatorium, sold the facility's 17 hectares of
land to the MRT out from under its
resident's feet.

"The residents were never consulted," says
the Youth Union's Lin Wan-chun (PREEH).
"There were small protests at the time, but
the situation wasn't really exposed until
construction started in 2002." At that time,
part of the Lesheng complex was torn down

PHOTO: EAGLE CHENG

to make way for the MRT tracks. Chen was
one of the residents displaced by the
construction, and he was moved to temporary
, corrugated-aluminum-construction housing on
an adjoining lot, where he still resides.

The government has since built an
eight-story building nearby to house all
Lesheng residents, but only about 100 have
moved into the new facility. Around 80
remain in the old Lesheng buildings, and 20,
including Chen, prefer to continue to live in
the temporary sheds.

Chen says he finds the new, sanitized
apartment building totally unacceptable. "It's
exactly like National Taiwan University
Hospital, or Rongzhong Hospital. They're
hospital rooms. They're the kind of rooms
where you can stay for three days, or four
days, or eight days. It's not the kind of place
for a long-term convalescence."

"The Lesheng Sanatorium," continues
Chen, "is all one-story, so it's easy for us to
get in and out." He also says he could not
bear life away from the sunshine and the
shady banyan trees that line the walks.

But his ultimate point is that after a
lifetime of displacement and quarantine, he
and other residents simply wish to pass
through their autumn years in serenity,
without having to protest the government,
fight large financial interests, and prematurely
make way for a more modern world.

"Everyone who's there has been there for
decades," says Chen. "Our parents ate dead.
Our brothers and sisters have lives of their
own, and we don't want to burden them. We
want to die peacefully in this place. We don't
have any other requests for the government.”




Rear ended

A minor accident leads to a law suit

IT ALL started one Sunday morning.
Beautiful weather. I met with a motorcycle
riding club, and we went out riding at a
leisurely pace since the club consisted of
large bikes (over 150cc) as well as small. At
one point, I slowed to a stop due to traffic,
and about two seconds later was hit from
behind by a guy on a scooter wearing no
helmet, and plastic flip flops. The first thing
he said after hitting me was, "Sorry. I'm
sorry. It was my fault. It was my fault." My
bike is very expensive, worth NT$560,000,
and it fell over when he hit me. The
damages, 1 eventually discovered, were well
over NT$30,000. His bike had no damage
since his front tire hit my rear tire..but he
had a small cut on his leg. I was happy that
he was accepting responsibility and being
polite, and I didn't want to waste my day
haggling. So I told him to just give me NT
$3,000 for some paint.

The man, Yi Ting-yan (HIELZ), soon
phoned his father, who is a police chief.
Both his father and other police officers
arrived at the scene, and the other officers
were visibly nervous in the presence of his
father. Since the accident, several police have
told me that Mr. Yi was at fault in the
accident, since I wasn't moving and he hit
me from behind. Like other countries, Taiwan
requires "safe following distance" (ZZ=EEHE)
when driving. But no assessment of blame
was made on the spot.

After the accident, I spent hours in the
police station filling out forms. One of the
people that was riding with me, also a cop,
came along to translate, but Mr. Yi's father
wouldn't let him. If my friend tried to
discuss the situation, Mr. Yi's and his father
would yell at him that it was none of his
business.

As for settling, Mr. Yi said since it was
Sunday, he couldn't verify how much the
damages were and arranged to meet me on
Monday and take me to his "friend's" bike
shop.

On Monday, Mr. Yi was 40 minutes late
meeting me. His friend told him that the
damages were very expensive and would be
more than NT$20,000. I said to just give me
NT$4,000 (up from NT$3,000 because he
wasted so much of my time). He said OK,
but said he didn't have the money at the
time and said that I'd have to meet him
again the following day, wasting more of my
time. That same day he also told me that
since my bike is so heavy, I should in fact

ride it
slower than
scooters,
which are
much lighter
and
therefore
faster than
my 600cc
sports bike.
(This was a
possible hint
at why he
may have
been
chasing and
attempting
to pass a group of "big bikes".) Also of
interest, when I followed him to his friend's
shop he ran two red lights. When I
commented on this, he just laughed and said,
"It's OK. There are no police around."

The following day came and I went to
meet him. I waited over an hour and kept
calling his cell phone, which he had turned
off. 1 asked around, and people told me his
mother works at a junior high school in Daxi.
1 went there and asked to speak to Mrs. Yi,
who met with me and rather coldly told me
her son wasn't going to pay. Is her son the
same petson that said, "I'm sorry. I'm sorry.
It was my fault. It was my fault"? I think
part of being "sorry" is taking care of the
problem, not running from it and hiding.
Here is where the story gets more interesting.
Not long after the accident, the police
suddenly came to my work to check if 1 was
working legally. I've been in Taiwan eight
years, and this was first time they'd done that.
Moreover, my school has been open five
years, and it's the first time the police had
been there. The police also came to my
house to search for "illegal things." Then Mr.
Yi came to my workplace and applied for a
jobl? I heard through people that he went to
a hospital and got a doctor to write a note
saying he was seriously hurt, though when I
met him on the Monday, he was fine,
walking and moving normally.

And now he is going to sue mel!

When I talked to the police at the station
that handled this accident, they said Mr. Yi is
"a very bad person" and called him some
derogatory names. I talked to one of his
father's co-workers, and he told me the
whole police station was laughing at them
because of this situation. He also asked me

-

and police harassment

ILLUSTRATION: - FLOATY

how much money I wanted in the beginning,
and I said NT$3,000, at which point he
began laughing uproariously. I could only
guess it was due to the absurdity of the
situation.

I eventually received a letter to meet with
an arbitrator at Daxi City Hall, since the
accident took place there and they live there.
I went, and of course Mr. Yi didn't show,
since he knew they would just tell him to
pay me considering he is 100% at fault for
the accident. The police at the station told
me that in order to sue him I would have
to &y to meet him at Daxi City Hall at least
one more time, wasting more hours of my
time. They said I would receive another
summons within a few days, and that was
more than two weeks ago. Since then, I have
received a summons from the man who hit
me, Mr. Yil He is suing me for the scrape
on his leg he obtained while crashing into
me. Evidently, the information the police
gave me about having to try and meet before
bringing a lawsuit was incorrect.

Mr. Yi's father is a police chief, and
some of his uncles are also policemen in and
around Daxi. And he thinks that because his
family are police, he can crash into people
without wearing a helmet, without carrying a
valid license, and then sue them? Meanwhile,
sending the police to my work and to my
home is pure harassment. I'm not saying that
his family sent the police, but it seems like a
strange coincidence if they didn't. I am the
victim here, and they continue to abuse me.
It amazes me that a man with a police chief
as a father and a school teacher as a mother
could have so little honor, and so little
respect for the law. - Pavlo Kopski is a
resident of Daxi, Taoyuvan County.
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BY MALCOLM PARKER

HAVE seen a few spoiled children in

my time and I think in order to take a

stand against the crying Veruca Salt
brats always wanting more, more, more they
should be taken to "entertainment camps"
(okay, barbed wire and garbage-bag tent camps)
where they clean sand. Now, I know that
isn't going to sit well, so an alternative is to
tell the little dears that they are going to see
the new Yu-Gi-Oh movie but take them to
Zurtles Can 17

—New Releases: Aug 26—

Densha Otoko (FEHLHE)

THEATERS: Le Sheng, Hoover, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Shin Kong
Cineplex, WV(Xinyi), WV(Tienmu), WV(Miramar), Cinemark,
Breeze, Governor, Shin Shin, Chang Chun, Bai Lao Hui, Ha La,
Yang Ming

See review next page. (Masanori Murakami,
Japan, 2005, 105min, Jap/Ch subs)

Turtles Can Fly (SRt ET)

THEATERS: SPOT

Movies can have great power to convey the
political as personal without aggrandizement;
to give us the experience of a life. The
Kurdish people are pretty much forgotten in
the hubbub of Iraq and they live a stateless,
transient existence, caught between the borders
of two countries, the policies of nations, and
the shifting gaps between life and death.
Bahman Ghobadi, who directed A Zize for
Drunken Horses, wishes to refresh our
collective consciousness, and gives us the life
of a Kurdish refugee camp just before the
second Iraq war, and the tenuous lives of its
inhabitants. Satellite is but a boy, but in the
camp he is a leader among the children and
a father figure since most are orphans. He
organizes the daily foraging that constitutes

Theater locations

Tel: (02) 27572345
Breeze (({/al[5&)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(LR B — B 39 %),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador (%

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival (GEF3E)
Cinemark (E & IR 52 Emei St (HEWEFET 52 5%)
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Rd Tel: (02) 23889948
(D:{bm/\fﬁ%mﬁx 138 5% B1), in the liv- Hoover (5E%E)
ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang St
Tel: (02) 3762-2001 (EALTHREE 2 Eﬁ 80 58
Mei Hua ({570) Tel: (02] 2331-5067
2F, 63, Sec 3, Hop mr% E Rd Maijestic (%)
(LRI HiBs 3 B 63 Bk 2 148)
Tel: (02) 27372295
Warner Village, Xinyi
CERETE )
1618 SOngshou Rd
(EibmmE

Tel: (02) 2331-2270

Presndent: R

59, Sec 1, Zhonghua Rd
GAb R 1 Fx 59 5%)

~18 55 Tel (02) 2388-5576

88 Chengdu Rd 1mjtmfﬁ%&% 88 %)

116 Hanzhong St (B ALTHEST 116 57)

’rhe"’*chlldr

The poor orphans of /u#bs [b// /%/und ﬂﬁ/f/ﬂ Dioko s shy train boy could both use hug.

IMAGE: REBECCA

their economy, particularly through the
minefield, a fact that has rendered many
handless or limbless, and he is a hustler and
go-to extraordinaire, even finding a satellite
dish so the people can watch TV as the
invaders arrive. Ghobadi doesn't push the film;
he lets the metaphors meander and coalesce
around Satellite. An Iranian Kurd, Ghobadi,
like fellow Iranian directors Khiarostami and
Makhmalbaf, extends the microcosm to society
as a whole. The truth he shows is that life
and childhood are not as resilient as we are
often led to believe, and too often the sins
of the fathers, even the missing ones, are
visited upon the young who cannot shoulder
the burden. (Bahman Ghobadi,
Iran/Iraq/France, 2004, 98min, Kurdish/Ch

subs)
Yu-Gi-Oh! The Movie (FET 2 &F
1)

THEATERS: major theaters

Well, T can't make heads or tails out of these
card games, and while I am sure my parents
couldn't make out what the hell role-playing
games were about either, I am sure that
D&D wasn't all part of a hydra-headed
marketing scheme to bilk people out of scads
of money while tantalizing the young geeks
with sexy pictures of elfin princesses and their
armor of amazingly uplifting support worth at
least +3 in distraction points. The plot,
unnecessarily convoluted as these things are,
involves the calling forth of the Egyptian god
Anubis — a bad god since it can never be,
like, the god of butterflies or god of things
that taste really good — who must be
defeated by Yugi in order to save the entire
universe from really bad things — like cooties.
At least the kids get to be good at basic
math, geekily calculating everything as the
characters in the movie are good enough to

Showtime [EI#T]

87, Sec 2, Wuchan

(AL REH 2 B 87 %)

Tel (02] 2331-5256

Spring Cinema Galaxy (i)
10F, 52 Honzhong St (/;E;Eh{ij 52 5 107@:)
Tel: (02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —

Chang Chun (%)

172 Chang Chun Rd

(GALTTRAR 172 97)

Tel: (02] 2507-4141

Governor (3£

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,

(Gt L HE 3 B 210 5%)

Te| (02) 2741-5991

Scholar (£%4)

176 Changchun Rd (& 176 58)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

247 linsen N Rd

200

3, lane

1F, 36, ngchon

Shin Shin UGG

[BALFIMFRILEE 247 57)
Tel: (02] 2537-1889

18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd
Tel (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —
Bai Lao Hui (5EM)

(AL RS 4 B 200 %)

Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (i)
‘ILSO,éec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(B AL TR 4 B 136 % 3 55%)
Tel: (02) 23686839

Ju Xing [EE%E’EE’%&J

(&AL 36% 1 1%)

constantly mention just how much everything
is worth in whatever kind of points economy
the game has. In this way the parents can
also take part by counting up just how much
this little trip is going to cost in the
necessary ancillary items. Fun for the whole
family. (Hatsuki Tsuji, Japan, 2004, 90min,
Jap/Ch subs)

Certi Bambini (F7/E 5 )

THEATERS: President, Chang Chun

Somehow, I don't think the street lives of the
kids in Naples approach the level of
desperation of those in Ziwtles Can /77 but
directors Andrea Frazzi and Antonio Frazzi
would have you believe that it is even more
violent and chaotic. Perhaps the harrowing
road crossing that opens the film might even
convince you of the claim's veracity, but the
flashback gimmick that structures the film and
the showy violence that fills it exhibits the
film's indulgences. Subtlety is not always
warranted: certainly their countryman, Pasolini,
made films that were as subtle as a hammer
to your nose, but the difference lies in the
nature of the spectacle: is it to elicit a
response that develops the theme of the
movie, or does it serve as titillation and a
chance for the directors and DOP to do
something really cool? This is not to deny
that the film has power and some touching
moments to reflect on the brutality. It is to
say that the directors are too much in love
with the making the film and not the telling
of the story. (Andrea & Antonio Frazzi, Italy,
2004, 94min, It/Ch subs)

Red Eye (/RERZZHE)

THEATERS: major theatres

Wes Craven's new film is being touted as a
thriller that takes place on an airplane, and
this is a bit of misinformation since it is the
really only the second act that is so restricted.
Rachel McAdams is unflappable hotel manager
Lisa, who is able to deal with emergencies
but falls apart when she is forced by a
foppish sociopath, Jackson Rippner, to help
some assassins kill the Secretary for Homeland
Security in order to save her father. The
characterizations atre nicely developed eatly on
without clumsy intetjections and Jackson —
whose name might be a joke — is suitably
charming, yet his eyes belie an intensity of
purpose. The basic trajectory of the film is
that along the trip the two switch dominant
and submissive roles. (Wes Craven, US, 2005,
105min, Eng/Ch subs)

New Last Week —

% El‘:"
Tom Yum Goong (£ 2)
THEATRES: Showtime, WV(Xinyi), Cinemark, Shin Shin, Spring
Cinema Galaxy, Scholar, Bai Lao Hui, Carnival

This fiery sequel to (Ong Fak stars cyclonic
Tony Jaa, and just so we don't have to think
too much, it has the same plot. Action films
are like porn films; the plot is a needless
accessory and we just want the star to get
(semi)naked, sweaty, and primed to deliver the
money shot. (Pracha Pinaew, Thailand, 2005,
Thai/Ch subs)

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu; Neihu —

Ha La (540
6F, 72, Sec 3, Kang Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House 0L 1z;i(tm’|9w'iﬂlﬁi% gE% &72 98 6 1)
Tel: (02) 2633-51
Warner Vlllage Miramar
CEREHER,
69F, 22, Jm Ye 3r
Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd ZHQFh':PLU 22 3% 60 18)

Tel (02) 8161. ooo
Warner Village, Tienmu
CERZETS RER
4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
LT RS B 202 B 4 18)
Tel- (02] 28763300
Yang Ming (%5H1)
13 Wenlin R (SZHAREE 113 55)
TeI (02) 2881-4636




Online subway love

Emoticon hijinks meet romantic comdedy in Densha Otoko, but for the better?

BY KAREN MCMURDO

Film: Densha Otoko: A True Love Story
Director: Masanori Murakami
Run time: 105min

WITH EVERY possible variation of JYouve
Got Mai/ exhausted and languishing on the
shelf next to forty-seven other Meg Ryan
movies, one wonders if further exploration of
romance in the age of the internet is really
advisable. Nevertheless, hitting theaters this
weekend with the latest take on the trials
and triumphs of love in an
information-saturated society is Japanese
director Masanori Murakami's new romantic
comedy, Densha Oroko (FEELH), which
takes the English title, A 7zwe Love Story:

Takayuda Yamada attained heartthrob
status in Murakami's 2003 hit TV seties
Wartetboys, but for Densha Oroko he dons
glasses and a stutter to play a reclusive
computer geek, whose first encounter with
love forces him off the net and into the
wide, scary wotld of Real Life. Our timid
protagonist is propelled into action after a
chance meeting with a beautiful woman on
the subway, and from that first phone call to
meeting the parents, Densha Otoko — his
online chat room nickname, which translates
to "train boy" — gets through each daunting
stage of the chase with nothing but his shy
charm and the sideline encouragement of his
internet buddies.

When the greasy hair gets chopped and
the sad outfits get chucked in the inevitable
makeover montage, the gnawing suspicion that
this is really a thinly veiled alteration of the
high-school-dork-gets-cool-and-wins-popular-gitl
plot blossoms into stomach-churning reality.
Fortunately, the focus of the film is shifted
from the romance to the individual growth
of Densha Otoko. His pursuit of love
becomes an analogy for emergence from the
insular online wotlds — a real problem in
Japan — and transformation into a fully
participatory member of society. His
cheerleaders are his Internet friends, all
one-dimensional characters symbolic of
withdrawal from society: a boy who refuses
to leave his room, an estranged couple
unaware of each others' Internet identities,
three friends who've never had girlfriends,
and a nurse struggling to move on after a
break-up. Together, they advise Densha
Otoko and live vicariously through his small
steps toward social actualization. His internal
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Densha Otoko gets a much-needed makeover.

struggle culminates in a slightly cloying scene
that takes place in the imaginary limbo of
the train station. The metaphor is both
unoriginal and heavy-handed, but the
protagonist's determination to move forward
and "get on the train" is endearing and a
pleasant change from the standard
cotton-candy confessions and dialogues served
up by the genre.

Unfortunately, the choice of emphasizing
individual struggles comes at a cost. The
biggest let-down of the film is the woefully
under-developed character of the love interest,
Hermes (played by Miki Nakatani), who has
about as much personality as a well-dressed
blow-up doll. While Hermes' good education
and high social standing are easily inferred,
without anything else to go on it's difficult to
understand her attraction to a shy, trembling,
unworldly nerd. Add some rather over-the-top

IMAGE: LONG SHANG

rain and tears in the big love scene, and
you've got a finale that's not only barely
credible, it's downright hilarious.

Overall, Densha Orofo tries to keep
things light, and is successful in its amusing
portrayal of the cult-like world of Internet
communities. In fitting with the anonymity of
online communities, the characters have not
proper names but "user names" — in
addition to Densha Otoko himself, Hermes is
taken from the Hermes tea set she gives him.
Likewise, fellow surfers are sure to appreciate
the elaborately typed cartoons and faux
computer graphics that punctuate key
moments and punch lines in the movie.
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Concerts and Events

Y Robin Gibb Concert

Aug 27 at 7:30pm

NTU sports center (& AfEEHEEEE)

1, Roosevelt Rd. , Sec 4, Taipei (intersection
of Shinhai Rd. and Shinsheng S. Rd.) (&Lt
R RS DUBRA 5 22 B AR R 1)

Tickets: NT$2800- 6800

For those who thought the Bee Gees died
with disco, go dig out your polyester shirts!
The Bee Gees' principal vocalist Robin Gibb
is touring Asia. The Bee Gees of course have
a wealthy repertoire comprised of 40 years
of classic hit songs, and Robin has himself
released 5 solo albums. Keep the jive alive!

% Speed Dating Pub Crawl
Aug 27 at 7pm

Various Taipei Pubs

Web: www.organizedflirting.com

Tickets: NT$1800

Lots of dates, lots of pubs, but only one
night. Another one of Organized Flirting's
events, this time it's an open-category pub
crawl that will take 24 single men and wom-
en to 45, JB's, Alleycat's, Chocolate & Love,
Shannon, and Carnegies. The ticket for this
6-hour dating extravaganza includes a drink
at each bar, a meal halfway through, and a
designated driver to take you to and fro.
Worst comes to worst, it's six bad dates but
only one bad hangover. Interested singles can
register on the website.

% % Music - Life - Under the
Trees

{E%8 - - KETY

Aug 28, 3-7pm

Le Sheng Sanatorium (444 EEER¢)

794 Zhongzheng Rd, Xinzhuang, Taipei County
(G AL TR IEER 79457

Tickets: free

Info: spermwhale54 (at) yahoo.ca

A benefit to raise awareness about the resi-
dent patients of the Le Sheng Sanatorium,
the only home for the mentally disabled in
northern Taiwan. Their home is to be de-
stroyed for the extension of an MRT line,
though plans for a new home are not forth-
coming. The concert will be held outdoors

ALL .

and under the trees. Bands include: QUEBAN
BAND (#£BF%4[5), 929, CLIPPERS TAI-YING-LA
(7 - K W Wi 1), BLACKHAND NAKASHI,
TAKANOW (-E[fl). Be advised to bring your
own snacks, beverages, and protection from
the sun.

YwJames Morrison & the Idea

of the North

Sat, Aug 27 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ & & 44 58), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (% dbiH 1k %21
Z15%)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400-2500

Australian brass horn maestro James Morrison
brings his own quartet, along with Idea of
the North, a well-known Australian jazz vocal
quartet, to Taipei as part of the Summer
Jazz Festival.

% The Klazz Brothers and

Cuba Percussion

Sep 7 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ & & 44 58), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (% dbiH 1k %21
Al

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400-2500

The fourth and final performance of this
year's jazz series at the National Concert
Hall. The Klazz Brothers, a trio of piano,
bass, and drums, have a story that - accord-
ing to their web site - started in Havana,
Cuba, where after a casual meeting with
members of the indigenous Compay Segundo's
band, they realized the popular classical
pieces they usually played could easily be
adapted to Cuban- and Afro-Cuban Jazz
styles. Seriously, it's no exaggeration to com-
pare the Klazz Brothers to the first crossover
of classical music and jazz, namely the Mod-
ern Jazz Quartet, which became famous not
for virtuosity or its daring sense of music,
but simply for elegance and taste. Now,
about half a century later, the world likes
the Klazz Brothers and Cuban Percussion fea-
turing the son and salsa groove talents of
Alexis Herra Estevez on timbales and Elio Ro-
driguez Luis on congas. Their last CD was
nominated for a Grammy Award in the cate-
gory of Best Classical Crossover Album. They
are tasteful, elegant, energetic, groovy, and
fun. Moreover, they are the perfect choice
of music for any salsa-infected dance class in
this world.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE5H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(R fERE = BE17197448)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from
9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Tuesday: UNO QUARTET (/5% # Bl £ +),
NT$300 minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET (E53.[ B3 1-4%H), with guitar, tenor
sax, bass, and drums, NT$300 minimum. Fri-
days: METAMORPHOSIS (%) & i - 44 H]), pi-
ano, tenor sax, alto sax, bass, and drums,
NT$350, w/ drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES &
GU-HAO (EiF#EMES & WTiik), a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.

% Citizen Cain

(KBIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&L EE675%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and
foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin’ and groovin' with the "big dawg,"
10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,
7:30-9pm. Wed, Aug 31: THE INCRIMINATORS,
9:30pm.

Y Chocolate & Love

No. 148, Hsin-Yi Road, Sec. 4 ({E&[&IUE148
55)

Tel: (02) 2702-4371

A restaurant-lounge with atmosphere and ab-
sinthe. Live music Wednesday to Saturday,
upstairs band area usually has a cover,
downstairs bar no cover. All programs start
at 10pm. Wednesdays: JUST RAY & THE
CHOCLOVE EXPERIENCE, rock and rock ballads
from the 60s to the 90s, w/ covers of the
Stones, Bowie, etc, NT$100 cover. The lead
guitarist plays left-handed and will sometimes
do the Jimi Hendrix teeth trick. Sat, Aug 28:
BO PO MO FO, playing Chicago blues,
NT$100.

% The Living Room

(INEEEEEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (54t
T ST S SR8 34

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands

(5 447%), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm -
10:30pm, NT$100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-
LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS (&1
i+ 4% 5% ) a Japanese reggae band,
8:30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop
(E525055), open mic for art films from 8pm,
followed by readings, and performances. All
musicians welcome, but make sure to book
in advance. Fri, Aug 26: THE RETROSEXUALS,
saxophonist Corbett Wall's latest music pro-
ject brings you back to the late 60's funky
juke joint. Show up in a white vinyl mini
skirt, get a free drink. 10pm- 12am,
NT$100. Sat, Aug 27: SKY BURIAL (Kji), Sky
Burial plays in-your-face high powered punk
and blues from New York to Detroit, 10pm-
12am, NT$100.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERINYEEE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (G A4 SIS EEE—
#4), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S
Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
National Taiwan University.  Mondays and
Tuesdays: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Thursday: LISTEN TO
THE MUSIC | WROTE - lan (ZREEFREIMHK - —
Jt), piano and guitar Urhan Folk style, 3pm,
no cover. Fri, Aug 26: TIN TIN + TRIO (TIN
TINEZ &5 fill =k —), acoustic guitars converse
with jazz plus beautiful vocals, 8pm, no cov-
er. Sat, Aug 27: JAZZ IN SUMMER, 8pm, no
cover. Sun, Aug 28: SUMMER COCKTAIL PAR-
TY OF FLUTES (E H#tEFEREN & HIRE), a
program merging various compositions for
flute, 3pm, no cover. Fri, Sep 2: OH! MY
SENTIMENTAL MEN (188! P& o] 2 3 Re i A ),
performed by BLOCK BAND (f& /K %% [# ),w/
guitar, bass, drums, and cello, 8pm, no cov-
er. Sat, Sep 3: JAZZ PIANO TRIO, performed
by ZENG ZENG-YI(fFif}35), three young men
use piano, bass, and drums to present the
aesthetics of jazz, 8pm, no cover. Sun, Sep
4: CARLOS SUS AMIGOS (-t AR A M),
one guitar and two singers, guitarist CARLOS
and his dancer friends present the explosive
force of Flamenco (ffEHRHEF), 4:30pm, no
cover.

% Riverside Music Cafe
(UERF)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(G LT AT RS 3E 24475 25B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT$250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Thu, Aug 25: DONG YUN-CHANG (iFEE)-
CLASSIC MUSIC NIGHT (& 4si&8i.” 7%), out-
standing Taiwanese guitarist. Fri, Aug 26:
HUANG RUI-FENG'S SUPER JAZZ NIGHT (% i
¥ SUPER JAZZ NIGHT), the finals of the Ho-
haiyan Indie Music Awards, w/ NO KEY BAND;
SHINO (#fHEE%), an outstanding female pop
singer w/ powerful vocals; HOHAK BAND,
Hakka rock meets the blues of west Africa;
JASMINE ({82 %€ 5 /)N {#), joyous and spare
world music by a woman singer with a voice
both naive and powerful, NT$350. Thu, Sep
1: WHAT? MULAN ({f£KFE), surf music origi-
nals; BEAR BABES (f&%f ), pop. Fri, Sep 2:
J.E.G. (GEfEf1-44H) ), standard jazz, be-
bop, latin, funk, east/ west coast. Sat, Sep
3: BACKQUARTER (PU43f), hard rock, mini
concert of new album, NT$300.

% Shannon

(FR)

6 Dunhua N. Rd. (EfbibLi%65%)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Live music
gets going between 9 and 10pm on weekends.
Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT, w/ live music. Fri-
days and Saturdays: Live bands, NT$250 w/
drink.

% The Wall

(ET%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&LrgET
% PUEL20055%B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NTS$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified.
Thursdays: LOCA 13, a latin night w/ DJ
BENZO spinning salsa, cha cha, merengue,
Latin hip hop, reggaeton, bachata, and aribi-
ca, kicking off at 9pm w/ a free dance les-
son, NT$250 w/ one drink. Fri, Aug 26:
CHTHONIC SOLO CONCERT, the symphonic
black metal bands new album release,
8:30pm, NT$350; NTS$300, in advance; NTS$50
discount w/ new album. Sat, Aug 27: W! O-
RIGINAL MEN AND WOMEN (W! 5 {f1 55 %2),

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

performers include TIZZY BAC and BACK-
QUARTER (PU43f), 8:30pm, NTS$350; NT$300,
in advance; NT$50 discount w/ TIZZY BAC's
new EP or BACKQUARTER's new album. Sun,
Aug 28: INTROSPECTION CENTURY (F4&HFX),
performers include TRIPPLE G CUP (=#/f%ft),
831 (/\=7K), BAN JI (§i#%), and BURST,
3pm, NT$250; NT$200, in advance; NT$ 50
discount w/ any band's EP. Fri, Sep 2: REG-

ROOTS VR1, performers include PAPS-U GEE
& ZION HIGH PLAYAZ; SOCIAL ROOTS family:
RED-I & THE RIDDIM OUTLAWZ, LADY DJAVAN,
and RANKIN  KIM; Rootz selections by
JAIMAICA SOUND SYSTEM; and special guest
TRUE DALEY,8:30pm, NT$ 300; NT$250, in
advance. Sat, Sep 3: BEAUTY POISON (ZEi5;),
CHEN SHAN-NI's ( [ Hff #2 ) mini concert,
8:30pm, NT$500.

% Witch House

(ZLARJE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&Lt
A B 3B 568 75)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoins a lesbian bookstore.
Food served from noon to 9pm. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT$250 w/ drink.
Thu, Aug 25: TOTEM ([El ffE%4H ), abo-rock,
the most creative of indigenous Taiwanese
musicians. Sat, Aug 27: NATURAL Q (H&%#),
get hot and relax with Bossa Nova.

Dance Clubs

* AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&Lt
LR —EE85EB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of
the house and techno variety. Fridays:
NTS$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Aug 27:
LEO NIGHT-A FOLLOW ME GAY PARTY, al-
though the date of this event does, in fact,
fall within the Virgo star sign (filling the
phrase ‘"virgin sacrifice” with a whole new
sense of burning injustice), Leo's are the
ones who get in at an NT$100 discount. It
must be the sexy mane of hair. Music for
this astrological celebration will be provided
by DJs ERIC HUANG, TIGER, STONE, ARNO LD,
DAVY, and TEDDY DONG, women NT $1000,
men NTS$600, NT$400 in advance.

% Carnegie's

#100, Sec. 2, An-Ho Road (ZZFI1 — E¥1005%)
Tel: (02)2325-4433

Classy cafe by day, steaming meat market by
night, Carnegies is kind of like Liv Tyler in
the Aerosmith video where she sneaks out of
Catholic school to go pole dancing. The
decor is heavy on the rock n' roll memora-
bilia, and the music is a mix of classics and
contemporary hits. Good food and good ser-
vice keep the hangover crowd happy for Sun-
day brunch. Wednesdays: Ladies Night. Fri-
days and Saturdays: cover NT $800 w/ 3
drinks or NT$500 w/ 1 drink.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALTH R DU B985 1148)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest
spinning block party, funkology, electric
boogaloo, rocksteady and future classics, pur-
portedly mixing the 5 elements of hip hop:
DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti, and
Knowledge, NT$350 w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks
b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. 2nd Saturday every month: Love
Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA, house,
funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500.
3rd and 5th Saturday every month: A-ONE
Party w/ special guest DJ VICTOR CHENG,
w/ the regulars DJ EDMUND (AAAportlS, TW)
& JIMMY CHEN (AXD, TW) playing Soulful
House, Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted.
Sat, Aug 27: THE BEAT SYMPOSIUM presents
TRIBUTE, a musical homage to Soundgarden,
with two of the original DJs playing back to
back, DJs PIERRE, ZOLTAN, and "THAT" GUY,
house, broken beat, funk, disco, NT$500 w/
2 drinks, NT$350 w/ 1 drink b4 11:30pm.

% The Face




B1-1, 270 Zhongxiao E. Rd Sec. 4 (FEZ#rigry
%B1.2—)

Tel: (02) 2771-6065

One of Taipei's latest lounges, with spiffy
decor and good sound and lighting. Top 40
hip hop on regular nights. Wednesdays: LADIES
NIGHT, ladies free all night. Thursdays: BE
FREE, a night of international electronic
dance music w/ DJs ANDREW FORD (US) and
BOYAN (EU), men NTS$400 w/ 1 drink or free
b4 midnight, ladies free all night. Saturdays:
FOAM PARTY, get your freak on in a bubble
bath, minus the rubber duckies, bikini dance
contest included, men NT$800, ladies NT$300.

wLava Bar

B1, #86 Songren Rd. (FA{[%86%5%B1)

Tel: (02) 8780-3867

This flashy club is in the Neo 19 building next
to Warner Village and shares an entrance with
Alexander Health Club. There's no lava, but
there are some very ember-like red lights.
Music tends to be hip hop and R&B. Fri, Aug
26: FATMAN SCOOP, a hip hop artist best
known for his track "Be Faithful" with the
Crooklyn Clan. Sat, Aug 27: DJs LUCKY, WIN,
@PPLE, and JASPER.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT EZE PR TUER 20157 70)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleria,
and "Sugar” w/ house music in the Lotus room,
NT$600 for men, ladies free all night w/ a
special express line. Thursdays: "Live Thursday,"
live reggae from RED-I & THE RIDDIM OUT-
LAWZ, NT$400 w/ 2 drinks, free b4 10pm. Fri,
Aug 26: PASTIME PARADISE, The World CD Re-
lease Party with DJs Vertigo, XiaoHei (Farhaan),
Nova, and Eric Chang spinning a whole night
full of Tribal House in the Lotus; DUKE OF
HAZARD HOT PANTS DANCE PARTY in the Gal-
leria. Sat, Aug 27: CORONA SUMMER JAM
PART Il, w/ a live performance by PLAYBOY
DJ MISS TUESDAE (US) spinning hip hop in the
Galleria. Sat, Sep 3: TAIWAN DMC CHAMPI-
ONSHIPS, final rounds in the challenge be-
tween local DJs for the right to represent
Taiwan in the upcoming World DMC Champi-
onship.

% Ministry of Sound [(MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&b 0L 2%
=% 31057 K E )

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop.  Wednesdays: Ladies’ Night, men
NT $400, or NT $200 b4 11pm. Thursdays:
Smoove HipHop Night, hip hop in the main
room, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Biki-
ni Girls Night, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm, girls
in bikinis free all night. Saturdays: Residents
Party. Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible
on entry, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm. ¥ Fri,
Aug 26: N.O.R.E. & MILITAIMENT LA FAMILIA,
NORE is better known as one half of the
Queens hip hop duo Capone-N-Noreaga (CNN),
and released his solo album One Fan A Day in
2004. Sat, Aug 27: STEVE MAC (UK), house.
% Fri, Sep 2: CRYSTAL METHOD (US), elec-
tricky breakbeaty rockin' goodness. Sat, Sep 3:
PARIS GLAMOUR PARTY, w/ live performances
by French house group OSCAR and street
artist ANDRE.

* Nowhere Cafe

(FTAE)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&dLidr
A = B60E515%)

Tel:(02)2362-5241

Open: Mon-Sun, 2pm-2am

A cafe-bar that sometimes hosts art exhibi-
tions, the music runs along the same lines as
Roxy.

Fri, Aug 6: Lapdance presents 80s PARTY, w/
DJs MONSTER, RANDY, FLOATY, TREE JR, and
BROWNIE, a different musical theme each
night, and an 80s dress-up contest. 4-week
pass NT$800, one night NT$250 w/ 1 drink.
Aug 26 is the last night, and it's 80s Retro.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5]bri/\fEFg4E:138571244)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays:
LADIES 100, ladies NT$100 all you can drink,
men NT$500 all you can drink. Fridays and
Saturdays, ladies NT $350 w/ drink, men
NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (Hdbifi/\fEEg4E:13857128%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
LADIES 9, men NT$350, ladies free all night,
ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm. Fri, Aug 26:
BIKINI PARTY, NT$800, NT$700 b4 11pm.

% Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building (&
JLTita % 2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, full en-
trance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
Jerfiz LI 1 E15557B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 2-7am on weekends where anything
could and does happen. This late night (and
often last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club Roxy 99, but always includes some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only.
NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR — B 24955B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop and pop,
though other styles appear. Cover charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT $600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free
Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accord-
ingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MI-
NI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-
maica and Canada), better known as THE
0O-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dancehall,
roots, conscious, soca, and the odd bit of
French hip hop. This is a reggae night with
loyal followers, so youre guaranteed decent
music and a predictable crowd. Men NT$500,
ladies NT$300.

Classical

% Kirin Ichiban Beer Concert
(Kirin—2&#2 - PRZI 4L E)

Aug 26 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%2 35%405E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd. , Taipei (&JLitPlwg
#%21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$500 - 1500

The title of this concert may be somewhat
misleading, as there is, in fact, no beer in-
volved. EVERGREEN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (&
Sz 4E44E]) is putting on a youth festival fea-
turing star violinist WU TIAN XIN (5K [»)
playing under conductor WANG YA HUI (%
7). While the program is painfully Kirin-ab-
sent, it does include MENDELSSOHN's Violin
Concerto in E Minor, RICHARD STRAUSS's Der
Rosenkavalier Suite, and some Taiwanese folk
songs.

% The Beauty of Nan Guan
Music

(P E 482 %)

Sat, Aug 27 at 7:30pm

Recital Hall (7#Z=Eg), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd.,
Taipei (GALHLIFEEE21.2155)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$250-500

One of Taiwans foremost performers of tradi-
tional Nan Guan music, WANG XIN-XIN (F/(n(»)
has been studying the art since she was four
years old and plays a number of Nan Guan
instruments and specializes in singing. Accom-
panied by NCO ([g7 ¥ b5 44 [#), she'll per-
form a selection of pieces in the Nan Guan
tradition.

% The Game of Diablo Dance
Fri-Sat, Aug 26-27 at 7:30pm; Sun, Aug 28 at
2:30pm

National Theatre ([ 5/&i55E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbri LR
#%21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tel: (02) 2341-6066

Tickets: NT$350-1200

Taipei's Diablolo Dance Theatre consists of
dancers aged 6-22 who use both classical Chi-
nese toys and juggling instruments, like the
diabolo, as well as everyday items like bicy-
cles and wok covers. Inspired in part by fa-
mous international productions like Theater du

Let my DJs gol!

Do DJs with breasts
them to get a job?

have to use

BY QUEEN B

THE OTHER day, | was browsing through a Taiwanese website that
boasts itself as being the “No. 1 DJs website in Chinese World”
when a “Female DJs Wanted” ad (posted by their webmaster)
caught my eye. “Qualifications: 1. Must have NO knowledge or
skils of di-ing. 2. Ages between 16 and 22 and must be
GOOD-LOOKING...,” it read, with flash animation of a half-naked girl
in a micro-mini skirt shaking her ass on the side.

| could not believe how this guy could only think of physical
appearance when it comes to “female dj-ing.” What a sexist prig!
(And | suggest he go talkk to betelnut gils coz it'll definitely save
him much time in finding what he wants.) Besides that, it's also
quite offensive for those who take dj-ing seriously. And apparently
this guy is not even aware of it. How come?

[t all boils down to the way DJs are perceived and freated in
this country. People don’t really respect DJs’ specialty in music or
skils coz they basically don’t care. There are many clubbers out
there who sfill don’t get that “club DJs are not the same as radio
DJs” and think it's cool to make requests (They’ Il even write it on
paper and pass it fo the DJ if the booth is oo high.) But nothing
compares to when the “boss” of the club “orders” the DJ what to
play coz they Il dive the DJs away from their turf without mercy if
DJs don’t comply. (FYl, that recently-busted club on Nanjing East
Rd had a foul reputation for that.) DJs are told what music they
are supposed to play again and again fo the point where some of
them have tumed into “jukeboxes” that have no ego anymore,
and at the same time they re convinced to believe that a DJ' s
job is merely “putting on CDs.”

So even though it might seem lke Taiwan’s dance music
scene is aimost on the international map because of frequent visits
by glamorous foreign tfalent, before it really happens, the clubs
must set the DJs free, and as far as | can see, there’s still a long,
long way to come.

>>>>>>>>>>UPCOMING:

Broken Struggle @ Partyroom (Friday, Sep 2)

D 'n’ B heads are gonna love this. All you can drink plus drum’ n’
bass music all night long! DJs: Funkstar, Da, Jungleboy, Spykee, Lai.
Tix: Men $500; Ladies $350.

The Crystal Method @ MoS (Friday, Sep 2)

Having been in the scene for 15 years, the big dance-mu-
sic-award-winning (Dance Star Awards 2004) duo from the U.S. is of-
ten compared with the Chemical Brothers because of the innova-
five sound (electronic rock with hints of hip hop, soul and pop)
they created. Hot pick for breakbeat and rock fans!

Exireme Sound @ North Sea Well Beach of Wushi Habor,
Yi Lan County (Saturday, Sep 3)

A free beach party organized by Blue Ocean Surf Club & Noiz Stu-
dio. (But you know how these free events can sometimes be called
off without notice so pls make sure to get a hold of them and
find out the latest before going.)

No.385-1,Sec. 1, Binhai Rd., Toucheng Town, Yilan County

Contact numbers: 039-789233, 0960553441

DMC @ LUXY (Saturday, Sep 3)

The first annual Taiwan DMC Championships is here. We will find out
who the best scrafch DJ is in Taiwan as soon as next weekend.
Good luck to all the contestants!

Donald Glaude @ LUXY (Friday, Sep 16)

Donald Glaude is back, again! Yeah, | think he’s gotta be the
most popular American guest DJ at LUXY coz this is gonna be his
3rd visit. His energetic performance that combines pounding house
music, exaggerative body language and dramatic facial expressions
is impressive and highly entertaining. Prepare to jump up and down
with this crazy man!

Be Free @ The Face (Every Thursday)

This new weekly that features “free style” (anything from house,
france to breakbeat) dance music is going down on Thursdays at
the new joint in East District. This glamorous, celebrity-owned night-
club appeals to the ABC type of crowd. DJs are Andrew Ford (US)
and Boyan (Macedonia). Tix: Ladies free all night; Men free b4 12,
$400 affer.

B1-1, 270 Zhong Xiao East Road, Sec. 4, Taipei
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Soleil and River Dane, but based in Taiwan.
Kun Qu - The Jade Hairpin
(EHh--EHq)

Fri, Aug 26 at 7pm

National Taiwan Arts Education Center ([& 7.
EE T )

49 Nanhai Rd. (Fi54955%)

Tickets: Free admission

This demonstration of Chinese Opera focuses
on women from ancient times to the present,
and selections to be performed include "Wan-
dering” from the Peony Pavillion, “Stealing
Poetry" and "Selecting Instrument” from The
Jade Hairpin, and many more.

% Mr. Wing - A Romantic
Rhapsody

()

Fri-Sat, Sep 2-3 and Tues-Sat, Sep 6-10 at

7:30pm, Sun, Sep 4 at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([&5ZELEIFE)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400-2000

A production based on the artwork from fa-
mous Taiwanese illustrator Jimmy's ( #% k)
2003 book, Mr. Wing, this is the fantastical
story of a man who one day grows a small
pair of wings on his back...

Competition
*Jumping Frames
@HKDF2006

Enquiries: info@ccdc.com.hk
Web: http://www.emergencylab.hk/jf2006
Tel: (852) 2329 7803

ILLUSTRATION: LEON 05

Jumping Frames@HKDF2006 is a programme
of the Hong Kong Dance Festival

2006, which takes place next Aug. With
"Dancing in Transfigured Time" as the theme,
there is an open call competition. We cor-
dially invite submission of innovative dance
video works that are rich both conceptually
and artistically and that explores the infinite
possibilities of space, form, and subject mat-
ter.

.f‘:ﬂ n

% Music In Taiwan & Man-
darin Films-A Companionship
B R R R AEIER)
Aug 12-Sep 29
Spot (Jt:Eit5L), 18 Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 2
(FLHERSs —Fe185%)
Tel: (02) 2511-7786
Tickets: NT$150
Web: www.spot.org.tw
This film festival collects mandarin language
films from Taiwan, China, and Hong Kong
that are all deeply connected to their memo-
rable music or theme songs. The films shown
range from the early 20th century to films as
recent as 2004. After opening with a Hong
Kong film about a complex love triangle,
COLOUR BLOSSOMS (Hkff1), the festival is split
into themed sections. The first, Ballads of
Days Gone By, features period films like the
1977 Hong Kong version of DREAM OF THE
RED CHAMBER (<& [ #%#1##%%)and the 2001
version of PEONY PAVILLION (i [& % 25 )as
well as Zhang Yi-mou's RAISE THE RED
LANTERN (KA #&EE = =) and Chen Kai-ge's
FAREWELL MY CONCUBINE (5 £ 34F). High-
lights from the second section, Sign of the
Times, include ANGELS IN THE STREET (/&K
{#), about the underprivileged of pre war
a two- part epic set in WWII Hong Kong, RED
DUST (4L EE), a romance set against the
backdrop of the Sino-Japanese war; and &
ME 4% (WANG & LIU WANDER TAIWAN),
a story of two friends who take a road trip
after a prediction of near death. The section
Dance to the Music brings in films of a hap-
pier tone, including the 1955 film SONGS OF
THE PEACH BLOSSOM RIVER  (BK{EYL), 1959's
MISS SONGBIRD (i3k/N\iH), and 1967's HONG
KONG NOCTURNE (#FVL{t H #). The section
Innovate and Reinvent includes the 1998 ani-
mated feature, GRANDMA AND HER GHOSTS (
g W 1), and the last section, What A
Wonderful Life, ends the festival with the
Taiwanese film THE DAUGHTER IN LAW (Jif &
%J1E N). A complete list of films with their
synopses (in Chinese and Engllsh) and screen

tlses is gxﬁllabl o) C

Museums

% National Museum of Histo-

ry

(LR 52 )8R

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dGLHiFETEFEE49%%)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR & PAINTED

POTTERY. Through Dec 31.

FREE FROM RESISTANCE: An exhibition of WU
PING's ( % 7~ ) calligraphy and painting.
Through Sep 5.

FROM THE LEGEND OF LADY WHITE
SNAKE-THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE
LEIFENG PAGODA (FEl&H5— BT Bl (g H 77 R ):
This exhibition is themed around the famous
legend of the White Lady, a snake who pur-
portedly transformed herself into a woman
and fell in love with a young shopkeeper. Af-
ter various incidents and encounters, she was
trapped under the Leifeng Pagoda by the
black magic of a crafty monk. Through Sep 7.
% National Palace Museum
(BT Fe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (
% B$221455%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun
The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF: This
is an exhibition of Professor Johannes Hajime
lizuka's ancient map collection. Through Aug
31.

% National Taiwan Arts Edu-
cation Center

(B A EETEE )

49 Nanhai Rd. (FgifFE49%%)

Tel: (02) 2311-0574

Web: www.arte.gov.tw

Open: everyday 9am-5pm

TAIWANS BETEL NUT: Female artist WU
QIONG-HUA addresses women's issues by look-
ing at the social phenomenon of betel nut
girls. Through Sep 13.

% National Taiwan Museum
(BRZ A5 [EA)E)

2 Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (&ALiiZE5Eg25%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of
Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

TAIWAN IN MAPS (iufE|£3): A rare and volu-
minous collection of maps of Taiwan, includ-
ing demographic maps, satellite images, and
historical maps dating to pre-colonial times.
Through Sep 18.

% Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHIT S AirEH)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
HRLAEEE = BE18155%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays
AIR (Z254): The artist, YOU WEN-FU (I3 E),
has installed thousands of white feathers into
the artspace to explore the space between
heaven and earth-the air. Through Sept 11.
MEMORIAL EXHIBITION OF CHEN HSING-WAN:
This solo exhibition is held in memory of the
late Chen Hsing-wan ([ 5% #i). Active from
the 70s until her death in 2004, her work of-
ten had a natural element to it, and she uti-
lized a wide variety of materials. Everything
from ink and oil paint to cloth and animal
skins has been seen at one time or another.
Through Aug 21.

% THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM: At this moment

HALHIEE

(it

in ltaly, Taiwan is currently sponsoring its
sixth pavilion as part of the world's most im-
portant event for contemporary art. At home,
the museum has created this retrospective of
the past five Biennales, with all the works
that were shown. Artists include Wu Ma-li,
Chen Jun-jieh, Hou Jun-ming, and a number
of others. Through Nov 6.

CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from the
permanent collection focusing on Taiwanese
artists in the 20th century. The exhibition
tries to convey how artistic concepts, trends,
and materials have changed over the course
of the century. Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

Yy German Cultural Center

12F, #20 Heping W. Rd, Sec. 1 (FIZPERHE— B
205%1244%)

Tel: (02) 2365-7294

Open: 10am-8pm

Web: www.dk-taipei.org.tw

MONUMENT (# ;& f#): This solo exhibition by
Patrick Palucki is a video installation with
the video (documentary material of under-
ground nuclear testing) projected onto acrylic
glass diagonally through space. A photogra-
pher and videographer who works out of
Berlin, Palucki is currently an artist in resi-
dence at Taipei Artist Village. Through Sep 2.
*Home Gallery

(R HER)

1F, #30-1, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 3 (H1ljdk
% = EE30- 157 114)

Tel: (02) 2591-4302

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm

TAIWAN  ESTABLISHED AND RISING ARTISTS'
JOINT EXHIBITION: A group exhibition featur-
ing the work of LIN XING-YUE (#K{E%#), WU
XUAN-SAN (5244 =), HONG GEN-SHEN (HLfR%E)
and others. Through Aug 31.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(LB E)
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLififfm#Ei408%2-3
1)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

REPRESENTATION OF  PHENOMENON-HUANG
SHAN EXPERIENCE (¥4 F8H-2511#¢Ex) A solo
exhibition by Jenny Chen ([#7E*/j), this is a
visual representation of Chen's experiences in
her travel to Huang Shan. Through Sep 10.
% Nowhere Cafe

(FiT{£)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&dLTifr
AT g = Br60R15%)

Tel:(02)2362-5241

Open: Mon-Sun, 2pm-2am

TRIBUTE ALBUM: This exhibition will display
the most recent collection of paintings by
FLOATY, whose murals grace the walls of
many of Taipei's indie rock spots, including
the Wall, Underworld, and DV8, and whose
illustrations, incidentally, frequently appear in
POTS Weekly. Tribute Album is a series of
paintings inspired by various songs and in-
cludes images that honor artists ranging from
the B-52's to the Clippers. Through Sep 31.

% SLY Artspace

1F, #15-2, Lane 11, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 2
(104-F LB —E118:15- 257 14)

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed-Sun, 1pm-8pm

| AM A LITTLE YELLOW BIRD (F/2—H/\&5):
Solo exhibition by DAl BAI-HONG (&5 7), a
selection of paintings that reflect upon and
question the changing forms (installation art,
new media, etc) that art has taken over the
years. Through Sep 11.

EMPTY BOX (22&T): HUANG LI-RONG's (¥
7%) mixed media exhibition is inspired by
half-finished buildings and abandoned houses

whose empty shapes evoke the purpose they
once had. Through Sep 11.
NON-HALT (R rf{587): A solo video perfor-

mance by CHEN JUN-MING ([#{2HH). Through
Sep 11.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,

Taipei (GALTHTHBULFEEE—EE2528:195734)

Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tue-Sat, 11am-7pm

CAREFREE-TAIWAN PERFORMANCE ART RELAY
(4F BAE-1T R 8k{% 42 J1)%): MOMA has invited
three young artists to give solo exhibitions in
a relay format, one after the other, to ex-
plore self-existence through the media. Video
performance is heavily used. The two remain-
ing exhibitions in the series are:

WISH TO ENJOY THE END IN DISAPPOINTMENT
WITH YOU ({HJEER{RZ# ), a solo display
of the work of ZHENG SHI-CHUAN (f(:%f5),
focuses on failed expectations and the fiction
of happiness. Through Aug 27.

ENDLESS RECALLING (fiff DL /"] 52 7% W0k ), in
which the artist Su Hue-Yu (#fMET) twists di-
alogue, music, soap operas, etc. into a new
kind of listening/viewing experience to ex-
plore the spurious nature of the screen. Sep
3-17. Artist talk Sep 3, 4pm.

* Taipei Artist Village

(B ACEIEERS)

#7, Beiping E. Rd.

Tel: (02) 3393-7377
Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

EXCERPTS FROM A-DE'S SECRET DIARY ([t
WEHE M AR): A group show themed
around artlsts "interposing” themselves into
the city to create new modes of "coexistence."
The artists are Chen Zheng-cai ([} iF}) (Tai-
wan, Ye Yi-li (B5F]) (Taiwan), Leda Oliveira
(Brazil), Maria Rebecca Ballestra (ltaly), Nor-
bert Francis Attard (Malta). Through Sep 19.

* TIVAC

(& P B B 5 i . L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104516
TR EEE 4552957 14%)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

VISUAL MAP OF THE WORLD: This solo pho-
tography exhibition by artist and ophthalmolo-
gist Chen Ke-Hua ([fi7i3E) is a reflection on
his travels and on traveling as a never-ending
search for "home." Through Aug 31.

% Winzz Gallery

3F, #337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec 3 (FRriisg —F%
3375%34)

Tel: (02) 87510601

Winzz is a clothing store that apparently
sponsors artists from time to time.

BRUISED FRUIT:  Displaying the work of
Patrick Tsai, this is a photography exhibition
that revels in the bizarre, especially when in-

volvms cats. Through Aug 31.
.~ - _ = "

TE \'ﬂl

% Sri Krishna Janmastami

2005

Saturday, Aug 27, 3-7pm

Taipei City Society for Krishna Consciousness,
No. 192-4F, Section 3, Dingzhou Rd, Taipei
(BLTT T ik = Ee19255448)

Tel: (03) 2365-8641

Dance, Music, Yoga, Theater, Free vegetarian
snacks, Mini India-market, Henna decoration,
And more!

(L7 s 45%)
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1. Rhianna
Pon De Replay
2. Teairra Mari
No Daddy
3. R Kelly ft Game
Playas Only
4. Ne-Yo
Stay With Me
5. Missy Elliot
Teary Eyed
6. Brooke Valentine
As Long As U Come Home
7. John Legend
Number 1
8. Amerie
Touch
9. Robin Thicke
Wanna Love You Girl
10. Faith Evans
Mesmerized

1. 50 Cent ft Mobb Deep
QOutta Control (Remix) (Shady/Aftermath)
2. Kanye West ft Jamie Foxx
Gold Digga (Roc a fella)
3. Tony Yayo
So Seductive (G Unit/Aftermath)
4. Klashnekoff
Klashrock (White label)
5. Snoop Dogg ft The Bee Gees
Ups & Downs (Geffen)
6. Ying Yang Twins ft Busta Rhymes
Free & Missy Elliott
Wait (Remix) (TVT)
7. Taskforce
You're Not Us EP (MFTC)
8. Remy Ma
Whateva (Universal)
9. Foxy Brown ft Sizzla
Come Fly With Me (Def Jam)

10. David Banner

k Play (Universal) ~/
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