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Sally McLaren (left) of the Kyoto
BY ANDY O’BRIEN

AST THURSDAY, an informal gather-

ing of foreign and local independent

media activists from the group OUR-
Media took place in Taipei to brainstorm on
linking up different independent media outlets
in east Asia.

Although the next “official” OURMedia
conference will be held in Bangalore, India,
POTS editor and chief, Inertia Huang and
the POTS staff saw a good opportunity to
connect with some international representa-
tives from the independent media movement
who were in town attending the IAMCR
conference. “Looking at the list of member
countries in the IAMCR conference I noticed
an absence of local Taiwan representatives,”
Huang commented. "This wasn’t owr meds,
it was pour medi"

"Of course when you join OURMedia, it
becomes YOURMedia,” he added.

Taiwan is not currently on the OURMedia
member list of 30 countries, but Huang plans
to change this soon. One thing that was
clear was, compared to other countries repre-
sented (Korea, Japan, Germany, and Denmark),
Taiwan has the youngest and least established
independent media.

The roots of Taiwan’s independent media
can be traced back to the 1989 Student
Movement in Taipei when student leaders de-
manded immediate political, economic and
media reform, explained Huang in a brief in-
troduction to the history of Taiwan’s alterna-
tive media. “At that time, before the govern-
ment opened up television to commercial sta-
tions, there wasn't a notion in Taiwan of
‘public media.” ‘Public media’ was in fact,
the KMT government’s national media,” he
continued. With the neo-liberalization of the
Taiwanese media in the 1990s (meaning the
transition from a government controlled medi-
a to a corporation dominated media), alterna-

aag ) ' L]
Journal and Hisako Nishimur of the Human Rights Journal.
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tive mediums for reporting news came to
prominence. In 1994, two notable alternative
news sources formed in Taiwan — South
newsletter based in Kaoshiung and POTS in
Taipei. According to Huang, South was a
website formed by a collective of southern
communities and workers groups with the
goal of providing an alternative media source
to the mainstream media in the northern part
of the island. At the same time, POTS, fo-
cused more on underground culture and the
arts, was founded in Taipei. With the wide
use of the internet in Taiwan during the late
90’s, several new left wing and activist orga-
nizations found there way on the cyber high-
way. Coolloud.org.tw, a local organization fo-
cused on labor rights and helping non-govern-
mental organizations create internet websites,
has since gained a solid foothold in local in-
ternet activist circles. Internet blogs have also
been a preferred medium for local activists
and Taiwan Blog (http://www.twblog,net) has
become the most well-known site for local
socially conscious, politically minded ‘netheads’.
TWBlog has compiled lists of links, a periodi-
cally updated progressive newswire and a
“blog-wire” of personal web journals, but it
is also an “open publishing source,” meaning
anyone can register and post entries on the
main page. According to Huang, one of the
site’s  founders, “TWBlog is the biggest
blog-hoster in Taiwan.”

The main topic of the Taipei OURMedia
meeting was how alternative media outlets
can better network and communicate outside
the country’s borders. The networking session
itself, however, where at one point three or
four different translators struggled to keep up
with the foreign and local participants’
speeches, showed that this will be no easy
task. Although TWBlog occasionally features
English articles, the format is still a guessing
game for Chinese illiterates. In the past,
Huang has tried other methods such as

adopting the Independent Media Center’s
(http:/ /www.indymedia.org) format for report-
ing, but found TWBlog to be a “better, user
friendly, local alternative.” Indymedia is a
multi-media, open source publishing organiza-
tion founded in 1999 by a group of activist
journalists in Seattle covering the World
Trade Otganization protests. It has since ex-
ploded into a colossal global Internet source
with outlets in practically every corner of the
globe. The format allows any reader to take
an article and translate it into other languages,
and news stories with “international relevance
" are selected from regional IMCs and posted
on Indymedia.org’s main page. Although In-
dymedia has no central office, is completely
volunteer-run, and appears to have a vast
network (over 70 countries at last count), it
is not without its naysayers. “We’ve been
working on setting up an IMC Korea for the
past year,” explained 24-year-old American
migrant workers’ rights activist, Nevin Domer,
“but Korea already has a very established al-
ternative media and so far they have not
been cooperative in our goal to create a Ko-
rea-based alternative English media center.
They’ve even slammed IMC with the words
“IMC=I AM Colonialist.”

Imperialist conspiracy theories aside, the
main question on my mind is how can we
trust a media source with no standard for re-
porting and fact checking that allows any
nutjob with Internet access the chance to
post their ramblings. The IMC FAQ answers
it simply with a rhetorical question: “how can
you trust the corporate media where only one
voice is heard?” On the other hand, the
New York Times is going to catch hell when
their reporters are caught fabricating news
stories. German IMC representative, Arne
Hintz gave a much clearer answer, “IMC has
always focused more on activist causes and
social movements. The best articles concern
mass actions and anyone can post an eyewit-
ness account. Compated [to a corporate news
source] which has one eye, you have one
hundred eyes on IMC.” Domer added, “Un-
like most media sources, IMC [and similat
open source publishing platforms| allow read-
ers to comment and check the soutce on
their accuracy.” Ideally IMC is supposed to
work that way, but that hasn’t stopped cer-
tain groups from taking over an IMC for
their own political cause. The Communist in-
fluence in the Philippines IMC was so strong
it eventually broke off into two different fac-
tions, IMC Manila and IMC-QC Philippines.

Stumbling home from a late night drink-
ing binge with a group of indy media ac-
tivists the following Saturday night, it felt like
we had at least made a step toward getting
Taiwan’s alternative news sources more con-
nected to the outside world. As long as we
can overcome the communications bartiers,
establish better communication with our for-
eigh colleagues and get beyond those nasty
cultural imperialist stereotypes while avoiding
the cross-strait issue, the budding Taiwan al-
ternative media circle will be leagues ahead of
our corporate, one-party mouthpieces in the
local corporate media. If you disagree,
TWBIlog is always open.




How not to throw an outdoor dance party

When asked about public safety, cops answer: "That's their problem"

BY IAN GABRIEL ROWEN

THE SUMMER Aquarian Party on July 23 at
Baishawan could serve as a textbook example
of how not to throw an outdoor dance party.
It would be one thing if the music was lame
and the weather poor—such shortcomings
would be forgivable, but the mistakes made
at this event verge on the bleeding edge of
stupidity.  Drinking water was removed by
event staff at the gate without advance warn-
ing, no portable toilets were provided on a
fragile and popular tourist beach, and to top
it off, at an early 2am, just as the party be-
gan to peak, the music was cut without
warning and the police swept revelers off the
beach to drive drunk or otherwise intoxicated
on the highway.

Before I continue this rant, allow to me
to first give credit where credit is due. Orga-
nizer Jason Lee of Cube Productions deserves
respect for trying to put on a cheap (NT$200
presale and NT$300 gate) and legal party with
the cooperation of government authorities. His
clever trash policy, which allowed punters to
collect bags of trash in exchange for ticket
refunds, demonstrated an admirable mix of
environmental and logistical foresight.  The
Tourism Bureau should also be appreciated
for putting themselves on the line by helping
Cube arrange for use of the beach. It takes
guts for the government to put their names
on such an event in an age when the very
concept of dancing has been indelibly linked
to illicit drug use in the popular imagination.
However, if they don’t all do a better job
next time, there might not be a next time.
It's a miracle that no one died on the dark
rushed ride home to Taipei.

This new nadir in Taiwan nightlife can
likely be credited to the all-too-familiar nation-
al pastimes of dropping the ball and passing
the buck. Cube Productions seemed to have
done most of the planning, with the Tourism
Bureau adopting a “wait and see’ attitude
and signing on the dotted line but not help-
ing with transportation decisions, which theo-
retically should have been under their bureau-

cratic purview. As for the police, they barely
seem to have communicated with anyone and
then completely bungled things. Now after
several days of interviews and phone calls,
I'm still not certain if there was any advance
agreement about transportation, parking or
party duration. Everyone 1 talked to said
something different, and everyone referred me
to someone else.

Cube’ s Summer Aquarian website indicat-
ed that the party would last all night long,
“Moonbath all 9 [sic] long on beach! Surfing
when the sun rises up!”, and tickets were be-
ing sold up until closing. As I passed the
huge ticket line around midnight, I heard ru-
mors that the music might end at 2am, but
there was no warning that the police would
actually force people to leave the public
beach.

Cube leader Jason Lee told me during a
lunch interview after the event that, assisted
by the Tourism Bureau, Cube had successfully
applied to play music until 4am and use the
beach until 6am. However, Jinshan police
chief Yue Eryan told me on the phone that
from the very beginning of the planning, the
police had expressed their “hopes” that the
party would be over by midnight, and that
there was no written agreement.

As for transportation, Cube didn’ t see the
need to arrange private buses, since they ap-
parently assumed people could stay past 6am
and then take public transportation home.
They also initially presented a parking plan to
the police, who later decided that they would
handle it themselves and, according to Lee,
closed off lots that Cube had factored into
their plans, which led to cars being parked
far back along the highway, which the police
later used as a reason to close the party. Far-
cically, only z/Zer the party did the police ap-
parently let Cube know that there were actu-
ally two other parking lots nearby that could
have been used.

So what was going on when the decision
was made to shut down the party? Lee told
me that the Tourism Bureau chief had gone
home, leaving Cube at the mercy of local po-

lice, who had been uncooperative to begin
with. Police Chief Yue explained to me that
the party was just too big (he estimated 5000
to 6,000, which is half what Cube estimated
based on ticket sales), that cars were parked
too far back on the highway (big sur prise
given the brilliant pre-event coordination), and
that “it was just time for it to end” (whatever
that means). So I asked Chief Yue if it was
wise from a public safety perspective to force
thousands of potentially intoxicated people to
drive on the highway, alcohol having being
sold at 5 different makeshift beach bars up
until closing. His response? “That's their
problem.” 1 wish I was making this up.

With organizers and police like this,
Taiwan has a long way to go before it sees
an outdoor dance event it can be proud of.
For starters, everyone involved should have a
clear idea of when a party will end so party-
goers can plan accordingly (designated drivers,
anyone?). Also, party organizers need to stop
confiscating non-alcoholic beverages at the
gate. The Tourism Bureau actually supported
this dangerous pro-dehydration policy, figuring
that since partygoers might also try to bring
in beer, all drinks should be confiscated.
I don’t know about public servants, but
most people I know can tell the difference
between a bottle of booze and a bottle of
water. Lee assured me that in his future par-
ties, people will be able to bring water into
his events. As for portable toilets, Lee said
that no companies were willing to place them
on the beach, which quite predictably led to
people eroding the hillside en route to shit-
ting in the bushes. Maybe the government
can help with this in the future. As for the
police, perhaps someday they will begin to
truly act in the public interest, but until then,
the youth of Taiwan will likely remain con-
fined to corporate dance clubs and cheesy
KTV boxes. Heaven help us.

fan Gabriel Rowan can be contacted ar mer-
curia/ melon@yatoo.com.

Taipei's best music 1istings,
now online:
httpz//en.oots.com.tw




Why not the elephant?

Saris are hip in Taipei, but

BY TSERING NAMGYAL

HEN I came to Taiwan 15 years

ago from India, I often scratched

my head in frustration when ex-
plaining India to my teachers and friends. In-
dia was so backward then that whenever I
started talking about her, it would often
arouse more laughter than interest. Nobody
wanted to talk about India: India was a
downer, a non-event.

The Indian image was not that of soft-
ware and IT consulting firms traded on the
New York Stock Exchange but of skinny,
bared-bodied priests bathing in the Ganges
and the herds of cows jamming the streets of
Dehra-Dun. Yes, wszdhus still shower in the
river and the sacred cows still trudge along
the streets, but technology, it seems, is what
has caught the world by its ears.

Media coverage of India has accelerated
over the past year — as concerns over the
Chinese economy and inherent weaknesses in
that country's banking system have people
thinking about that other Asian giant. Adding
fuel to this fire of India fever is the Man-
darin translation of New JYork Zimes colum-
nist Thomas Friedman's recent book, Z7%e
Wortd zs Flaz, which celebrates the future of
Indian IT. The scene has now shifted from
the Dragon to the Elephant. And technology
has finally replaced temples in the minds of
the potential investors.

Indeed, India is now being seen as a land
of business opportunity where deals could be
done and money made. Taiwan is one of the
biggest foreign investors in Asia, after Japan.
Whilst China is still the favored place for the
Taiwanese investors, it is no longer cool to
talk about China. And there ate already e-
nough Taiwanese on the mainland, half a mil-
lion in Shanghai alone. These days, you can
get medical treatment in Shanghai on your
Taiwanese National Health Insurance card!

But there are many reasons why Tai-
wanese have invested only minimally in India
— mainly linguistic and cultural barriers, even
though most young Taiwanese are well trav-
eled and speak excellent English. Still, Tai-
wanese businessmen will not be able to talk
their way into Hyderabad, India, with the
same case that they do when getting their
business done in Suzhou, China.

Yet, China has done a remarkable job in
creating an environment highly conducive to
business — with all the right incentives. And
infrastructure in China is almost as good as
Taiwan and many of its highways and hotels
even more state-of-the-art. Indian infrastruc-
ture, by contrast, is still in doldrums, even
when it comes to IT. 1 still have failed to
come across a high-speed Internet connection
in India, and most of the immigration con-
trollers at the New Delhi airport, for some
reason, still seem to be operating manually —
quite embarrassing for a global technology gi-
ant!

Anyways, we have already had enough of
this India-China comparison.

The situation in India is changing fast.
Recognizing this importance is the increase in
the two-way human traffic between Taiwan
and India. Years ago, traveling to India I of-

India and Taiwan may have a future off the runway

ten had to take a plane from Taipei to

Bangkok, and sometimes even to Singapore
— often waiting five to six hours in transit.
Now, China Aitlines flies to India three times
a week every evening to New Delhi, deliver-
ing you to the Indian capital in just about
six hours, arriving in the wee hours of the
morning. When China Airlines first flew two
years ago, 1 was often the only passenger
from Taipei. Other travelers were mostly tran-
sit passengers, mostly Indians from Vancouver,
returning home. These days, the planes are so
packed that I have to make reservations
weeks in advance: during my last trip to In-
dia in July, the economy class was so full
that I got moved to the business class.

India has even become a popular tourist
destination, thanks to the cheap package tours
to the likes of Rajasthan and Taj Mahal
shelved out by the travel agents. And many
secem to have the money to do so. Recently,
a Taiwanese friend told me she went to Indi-
a for her summer holiday. Judging by her
Jodlpury sandals, 1 thought she would say Ra-
jasthan. "Where?" I asked, curious. "Just to
Ananda in the Himalapas!" she responded, of
the ultra-luxury spa resort operated by the
Oberoi hotel chain. "Didn't you feel guilty?" I
thought of asking.

As the affinity between the two places in-
creases, so has the appetite for curry — 1
mean, Indian curry not Japanese curry. Ten
years ago, Taipel only had two Indian restau-
rants: now, it seems, every major street has
an Indian restaurant. On a taxi ride one af-
ternoon, 1 was surprised by what 1 heard: the
driver was listening to Bollywood music

[LLUSTRATION: ~ FLOATY

broadcasted on one of the local radio stations.
"I love this music," he told me, his lips red
with beetle nut juice. Few years back, you
could probably get arrested if you played
Hindi music on the street.

Looking closer at the two economies,
there does seem to be a fit. India's strength
is in software while Taiwan is — still is —
the hardware king of the world. In May 2005,
Acet's founder Stan Shih wrote a long article
in the local magazine Business Weekly pro-
moting joint ventures between Indian software
companies and local Taiwanese companies.
Next month, for the first time ever, Nasscom,
India's top software body, will hold a Tai-
wan-India Software Conference in Hsinchu,
inviting leading companies from both coun-
tries to discuss how the two could jointly
conduct business.

Capping it all is an Indian fashion mania,
which is sweeping the streets of downtown
Taipei this summer. Every girl worth her
mettle is wearing Indian cotton skirts. Coming
to work one day, I saw on the road near
my office selling those colorful embroideries
right next to a Strbucks. As 1 walked past
them, 1 was bowled over by what 1 overhead:
"Do you have any szz#" one of the young
customers shouted at the shopkeeper. "No,
but we are going to import them soon," the
guy answered.  Szrbucks and  sarzs..that s
discordance of Indian proportions.

Zsetng Namgyal 7s the author of Searching
for Buddha's Tooth: Personal Stories of Ti-
betan Culture. Ae thuks m Hind; swears
Chuese, and writes 1 Enolish.
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French flicks Zutiove 77 and Monsizor Myotvim

BY MALCOLM PARKER

TS ANOTHER week of glaring
contrasts, people. This week we can
compare  the sultrty and  friendly

prostitutes of movie Paris and the children
who grow up there with the potty-mouthed
denizens of Calcutta and the children who
scrabble about there. I don't know what to
hate: movies which put a golden blanket
over coal black reality or movies which pull
the blanket off. Hell, I'll just go enjoy
Burton's fantasy world— hey, wait a minute....

—New This Week: Aug 5—
Banlieve 13 (& /7%F)

THEATERS: Showtime, WV (Xinyi), WV (Miramar), Breeze,
Cinemark, Shin Shin, Spring Cinema Galaxy
Another French action film this summer

bearing the Luc Besson imprimatur — he
wrote it and produced it — this film
features lithe David Belle as Leito, an
honorable citizen fighting for his
neighborhood, and Cyril Rafaelli as hard-ass
cop Damien, a Tasmanian devil. The film
introduces the  characters  with  two
supercharged action sequences: Leito escaping
from a horde of nasty thugs, leaping
gracefully off of buildings, and Damien
beating his way out of a casino full of nasty
men. Tightly cut, crisply choreographed and
thankfully shot in medium shots without the
editing that passes for fighting these days,
the two parts are thrilling and build your

hopes high for what follows. What does
follow, however, is a let down, for
the ridiculous but serviceable

neutron-bomb/kidnapped-sister-as-sex-slave-for-
really-bad-man plot just doesn't deliver the
knock-out blows and the film bogs down in
its own muck. Still, the first bits provide
more thrills than all of 7Ze /sind and carry
you through the film's scant 85 minutes.

(Pierre Morel, France, 2004, 85min, Fr/Ch
subs)
Monsieur lbrahim et les Fleurs du

Coran (fEHE £ 5 2E5H)

THEATERS: President, Chang Chun, WV (Xinyi)

IMAGE: NING! YEN

A warm and Dbreezy reminiscence of a
childhood in a Parisian Jewish neighborhood
in which a boy hitting his teenage years,
Momo, befriends a Turkish shop owner, the
film has two solid performances to rely on:
Pierre Boulanger as Momo, and a slightly
shrunken and pinched Omar Sharif as M.
Ibrahim. Essentially parentless, Momo, when
not satisfying his burgeoning urges with the
local prostitutes with warm hearts and hot
thighs, hears the bits of wisdom that Ibrahim
dispenses from the Koran. Thus, when movie
fate intervenes, Momo heads with his eldetly
friend in a shiny new red convertible as
Ibrahim hunts for his roots. The film,
unfortunately, also heads into sentimentality,
but the relationship between the young Jew
and the elder Muslim keeps the film together.
(Francois Dupeyron, France, 2003, 94min,
Fr/Ch subs)

FireBall (RLF%5d: HRERACIEL)

THEATERS: Hoover, President, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu), WV

(Miramar), Cinemark, Governor, Shin Shin, Scholar, Ha La,
Yang Ming

A Taiwanese animated film about an impish
monkey and his numerous magical friends
including a dragon, a cute kung-fu-ing human,
and a sumo pig. The movie seems to
combine elements of AMutn and Lio and
Surch — pastiches of other Disney movies
themselves — with not too spectacular but
simplistically stylish animation. I suspect that
it is a film for the very young who will no

doubt be easily captivated by the bright
colours. (Taiwan, 2005, Mand/Ch subs)

Six (F2HTT)

THEATERS: WV (Xinyi), Spring Cinema Galaxy, Bai Lao Hui,

Cinemark, Carnival, Shin Shin, President, Scholar

The Thai film industry seems to be taking
off lately, largely on the back of its horror
films that were brought to the fore by
Nonzi Nimibutr years ago and now firmly
entrenched in the Asian horror phenomenon
led by Japan. Siv  director  Nasorn
Panungkasiri  drew  from a  childhood
supernatural experience to create this ghostly
tale of past crimes and karmic debt. Seven
friends, just graduated from University, end
up deciding to test the existence of ghosts
by heading to one of the student's homes in

which, it turns out, bodies are buried. Never
a good omen, the test goes ahead regardless
and discovers some very disturbing things.
The many twists and turns are expected for
the genre, the title being a hint of things to
come, but if Panungkasiri can sustain the
mood, you can't ask for more. (Nasorn
Panungkasiti, Thailand, 2005, Thai/Ch subs)

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (¥

e/ ' b L)

THEATERS: Ambassador,
(Xinyi), WV (Tienmu),
Governor, Mei Hua, Scholar,
Dong Nan Ya, Bai Lao Hui

Call it Candy Kane, for Tim Burton's film
draws references to Welles' masterpiece, as
well as a slew of other films to create this
magical little bibelot. Charlie Bucket is the
last winner of the golden ticket; a ticket that
allows him along with four other children
into the mysterious Willy Wonka chocolate
factory that squats like Xanadu down the
road from his house. The entrance into the
factory is the moment we are waiting for,
and as the drab, Dickensian universe outside

Spring Cinema Galaxy, Carnival, WV
WV  (Miramar), Cinemark, Breeze,
Shin Shin, Ha La, Yang Ming,

gives way to the riot of color and
symmetrical design that Burton and his
designers  fantastically  realize, the other

element we anticipate, Depp's performance,
develops. Depp, with his Louise Brooks hair
and pressed down, clipped voice, harks back
to another Burton film, Fee Weels B
Advenrure.  Like Paul Reubens' creation,

Depp's Wonka seems injured somehow —
innocent but with a spark of malevolence.
Under the layers of pancake make-up you
see Wonka's aged skin as it gives way to the
inevitable and in the numerous flashbacks,
the sugarcoated frothy coating reveals its airy
and arid core. That Chatlie will win out over
his four troglodyte competitors is a given,
and unlike the other cinema tycoon —
Charles Foster Kane — this family has its
snowglobe intact and installed at the very
heart of the candy factory. It isn't a cloying
film by any means and avoids too much of
the schmaltz while delivering some really
nasty bits that are part and parcel of a
children's world. Be warned, however, you
will crave chocolate like mad afterwards.

(Tim Burton, US, 2005, 115min, En/Ch subs)

—New Last Week—

Born into Brothels (/]\/|\ 52 il Y F A8
L)

THEATERS: Chang Chun

American photographer Zana Briski and her
videographer partner Ross Kaufman spent
five years making this award winning movie
about children's lives in one of the bordello
areas of swarming Calcutta. Unable to shoot
the footage herself, Briski gave some of the
children of the area point and shoot cameras
and let them capture their world. The result
is a singular film about the power of art and
the sorrow of a situation. (Zana Briski, Ross
Kaufman, India/USA, 2004, 85min,
Bengali/Ch &En subs)

Theater locations - - - - - -~~~ - - oo

Tel: (02) 27572345
Breeze (({/#FH%)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(1EBRR B —E 39 %),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador (%)

Tel: (02) 2361-1222

Carnival (3F#£)

Clnemar'k (EE R 52 Emei St (HRUBHT 52 557)
138, Sec 4, Bade Rd Tel: (02) 23889948

[mjtm/\{éﬂﬁmﬁn‘ 38 5% B1), in the liv- Hoover (5£3fE)

ing Mall 89 Sec 2, Wuchang St

Tel: [02) 37622001 GRS 2 P80 %)

Mei Hua (f75) Te\ (02) 2331-5067

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hopi Majestic (E#:E)

(LTRSS 3 E§03 o 2 1)

Tel: (02) 2737-2295

Warner Village, Xinyi

GEREFEE52)

1618 Songshou Rd

(BALTTIARSES 16218 5F)

Tel: (02] 2331-2270
President (i)

59, Sec 1, Zhonghuo Rd
(LTS 1B 50 %)
Te\ (02] 2388:5576

88 Chengdu Rd (5 LHTEENE, 88 5f)

116 Hanzhong St (B ALTTESRE 116 57)

Showtime [E%T]

87, Sec 2, Wuchang
I:ljtl'hJﬁElfiI 2 Fx 87 GJ'E'
Te\ (02] 2331-5256
Spring Cinema Galax

CiE )

10F, 52 Hanzhong St ((%EP&IYSQ 5% 10 #8) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel: (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui (F%[#)
Sec_4, Roosevelt Rd

(G AL iR 4 BY 200 45)
Tel: (02) 22994033

Dong Nan Ya CfF§iH)

3, lane :1:'30,__Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(EALTTREHTIERE 4 B 136 %5 3 5%)
Tel: (02) 23686839

Ju Xing (EE%W 2]

1F, 36, ngchon

(&R 36 f 1 1)

Tel: (02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —
Chang Chun (&)
172 Chang Chun Rd 200
(BILTHRAER 172 5

Te\ [02] 2507-4141

Governor (E)

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,

(Gt R 2 B 219 5)

Te\ (02] 27415991

Scholar (£:4)

176 Changchun Rd (F&H 176 %)
Tel: (02) 25164340

Shin Shin UiiEHE)
247 linsen N Rd
(B ALTAMFRILES 247 57)

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —
Ha La U417

Tel: (02) 2537-1889 6F, 72, Sec 3, Kon Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House GtZ5) (u:{hfﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁ% «%‘72 7 6 1)

Tel: (02) 263351]6
Warner V'Ilage Miramar

CERESERL
69F, 22, jm Ye 3rd
(EAhRIER = %22%09@)

Tel: (02) 8161-1900
Warner Village, Tienmu
tﬁ%ﬁ@?&%ll

202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(uitmmmﬁz% B 202 %% 4 1)
Tel: (02) 28763300
Yang Ming (%))
113 Wenlin Rd (SCAREE 113 5%)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636




Seven swords and not a sharp edge in sight

Tsui's latest misses its mark

BY IAN GABRIEL ROWEN

FAMED HONG KONG director Tsui Hark
(f7%5¢) has apparently described his latest cre-
ation, Seven Swords (Z#l), as “China’ s an-
swet to the Zord of the Riggs' to the Chi-
nese press, and though this first film fails to
even come close to that instantly classic trilo-
gy, one must pity Tsui the tall order he has
set upon himself. Serez Swords is intended
to be the first of six films based on Liang
Yusheng's mzxzz (kung fu) novel, Seren
Swords of Mr. 7in Set in the eatrly days of
the Qing Dynasty, when the Manchurian
Qing invaders were conducting merciless mili-
tary campaigns to stamp out the last bastions
of nationalist resistance, this first installment
follows  the  titular band of  magical
sword-wielding heroes as they protect Martial
Village, a mountain threatened by
greedy mercenaries who are carrying out an
imperial edict to kill all martial arts practition-
ers. Spoiler warning: The good guys win
(aren’ t you surprised?). If only the audience
did, too.

Despite all its problems, this 2.5-hour,
US $18 million film is not without its mo-
ments. Tsui' s visual brilliance is demonstrated
in the first moments of the film, as red
lanterns seem almost to bleed out of white
and gorgeous sets and
meticulous  color schemes are well-used
throughout the film. In fact, many of the
landscape shots ate so beautiful that I almost
wished I was watching a Tsui-helmed Nation-
al Geographic special on Chinese geological
history. Alas, I was jolted out of such rever-
ies by spectacularly incoherent fight-scene
editing, a severe problem that plagues the
first two-thirds of the film. Given all the ob-
vious efforts that the production team took
to stage such large set pieces, and the expert
help of wwszz film master Lau Kar-Leung as
a lead actor and consultant, it's a tragedy
that oddly-timed freezes, bizarre fades, and
inexplicable jump cuts render much of the
action nearly unintelligible. Even worse than
this are several hollow characterizations,
laughably out-of-place music by the usually
interesting Japanese anime composer Kenji
Kawai (Ghost m the Shel and Zlnnocence),
and tacky and inconsequential love stories
that only distract from an otherwise clear
narrative thrust.

While Peter Jackson's augmentation of
the half-elven female character Arwen was
used effectively to make Zord of the Rings

town

snowy mountains,

Screen capture from Sever Swords:

more accessible to female audiences, the deci-
sion by scriptwriters Tsui and Cheung Chi
Sing to add Wu Yuanyin (Charlie Young) as
a female member of the Seven Swords feels
ham-handed, and Wu' s unconsummated rela-
tionship with master swordsman Yang Yun-
chong (Hong Kong pop star Leon Lai, who
barely pulls his weight here) is only one of
several romantic miscalculations in the script.
The relationship between swordsman Han
Zhibang (Lu Yi) and village gitl Liu Yufang
(Zhang Jingchu) seems to come out of
nowhere, and while the relationship between
a Korean slave girfl (Kim So Yeun) and her
rescuer is far more compelling, their ill-fated
romance would have been more meaningful
had the characters been given more depth.
Maybe there will be time for better chat-
acter development in the sequels, but perhaps
it s already too late. The decision about

PHOTO:  BVI.COM.TW

whether to film the next five installments will
of course be based on box office receipts
(plus the spoils of merchandising onslaughts
including a massive multi-player computer
game), but given the likelihood that the se-
quels will turn out as artistically unsatisfying
as this film, one can only hope that Tsui
quits while he’s still barely ahead. His next
planned major project is an adaptation of the
classic Journey to the Wesr (Pailfc), which,
if Sevez Swords is any indication, may well
give us beautiful portraits of the Xinjiang
desert to admire as we grimace through some
hideous romance about a rewritten monkey
queen.

Llan Gabriel! Rowen can be contacted ar mer-
curia/ melon@yatoo.com.
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Concerts and Events

% % 2005 Taipei Children's

Arts Festival

July 16-August 13

Daan Forest Park (KZZ#xthANE)

Tel: (02) 2736-5982

Web: http://kids.culture.gov.tw (for English
version click on the blue kite at the bottom
left corner)

Tickets: on sale through the ERA ticketing
system, prices for performances run from
NT$150-200

As always, the Taipei Children's Arts Festival
is themed around theatre for children, and
this year the event is even grander than ev-
er before, featuring eighteen open-air perfor-
mances by local and international theatre
groups in a variety of venues. The festival
boasts premier performances of the ac-
claimed plays "Three Cat Cookies,” "Let's Go
To The Big Island,” and "When The Fairy
Meets The Devil." Of particular note is an
appearance by the South Korean theatre
group Tuida performing "Sweet Story In A Big
Book,” which won the Best Performance
Award at the 2004 ASSITEJ International Per-
forming Arts Festival For Children. As 2005
marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of
fairy tale teller extraordinaire Hans Christian
Andersen, this vyear's festival has several
events themed around the famous writer and
his work. Among these is an innovative per-
formance by Northern Ireland's Big Telly The-
atre Company of "The Little Mermaid" that is
staged in a swimming pool and involves
black lights and water ballet. Aside from the
theatre aspect of the festival other events
include Parent-Child Dress-up, Taipei Graffiti
Fairy Tales, and Art Train, a tour of twenty
of Taipei's best museums.

% Hohaiyan Rock

2005

DELAYED: New dates: Aug. 3-8

Fulong Beach

Web: www.hohaiyan.com

Tickets: free

Typhoon Haitang has delayed the festival by

Festival

X,

r‘f“. (i, flv

two weeks (originally Jul 20-24), and the
rescheduling means that one of the interna-
tional artists, PEACHES, will not play. The
accompanying film festival went ahead as
scheduled, though beach screenings have
been postponed to the new dates. This annu-
al beach music festival, featuring and indie
music competition and since last year a
big-time lineup of international bands, has
grown to huge proportions under the Taipei
County Government and sponsors like U-
ni-President. International acts confirmed for
the new dates are BLACK REBEL MOTORCY-
CLE CLUB (US), VINCENT GALLO (US), the
BOOM BOOM SATELLITES (Jp), MELISSA AUF
DEL MAR (US), and BASEBALL (AUS). Some of
the familiar local acts include SODAGREEN
(#RFT#%), CANDY WINE (ff SR 20 7 44 [4]),
BACKQUARTER (U4>#), PEPPERCAT (FI#5),
MAY DAY (£ °K), and CHARIMAN (EEE).

% Hohak Carnival Concert (/T
AR AENEHIE )

August 6 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (fIf851155)

10, Chengdu Rd, Taipei (GLHimAREE1-5%)
Tickets: NT$500

HOHAK BAND (/7% %45 ) is a Hakka rock
band made up of ex-members of LABOR EX-
CHANGE BAND (%2 T .%4[%), who have disband-
ed. This concert is part of a tour preceding
the official release of HOHAK's first Hakka al-
bum, "Hohak Carnival.”

% Tai-ke Rock Concert (5% 4%
BHEIE )

Aug 19, 20 at 7:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center (&L
B Er L)

1, Sec 5, Hsinyi Rd., Taipei (HALT{E#&HEE A
Ee15k)

Tel: (02) 800-2500

Tickets: NT$800-2500, from www.ticket.com.
tw

In the early 90s, a new group of young mu-
sicians who resisted main-stream idol culture
composed inspired rock music one by one,
and formed a great trend in that would last
for the entire decade. These musicians get
together in the name of "Tai-ke rock” to give
the audience a glimpse of the past, the pre-
sent, and the future. The main artists are
BOBBY CHEN (%), WU BAI ({fif5), and BA-
BOO; special guests include ZHANG
ZHENG-YUE (3EZE %), ZHU TOU Pl (F4UHY),
and MC HOTDOG.

% Robin Gibb Concert

Aug 27 at 7:30pm

NTU sports center (&G AfESHLSHAE)

1, Roosevelt Rd. , Sec 4, Taipei (intersection
of Shinhai Rd. and Shinsheng S. Rd.) (&bt
HERTIE RS TUBL 1 57 "X B S AR e R )

Tickets: NTS 2800- 6800

For those who thought the Bee Gees died
with disco, go dig out your polyester shirts!
The Bee Gees' principal vocalist Robin Gibb
is touring Asia. The Bee Gees of course have
a wealthy repertoire comprised of 40 years
of classic hit songs, and Robin has himself
released 5 solo albums. Keep the jive alive!

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EZ3)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(R T HREE = B 715748)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs and
DVDs playing every day. Live bands perform
at least three or four nights a week, from
9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Tuesday: UNO QUARTET (/& 7 # Hll 68 1),
NT$300 minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET (/[ 14%H), with guitar, tenor
sax, bass, and drums, NT$300 minimum. Fri-
days: METAMORPHOSIS (%7 & £ - 4% [H]), pi-
ano, tenor sax, alto sax, bass, and drums,
NT$350, w/ drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES &
GU-HAO (GEF#EMEZR & WTilit), a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.
yChocolate & Love

No. 148, Hsin-Yi Road, Sec. 4 ({EF&E[&IUEL148
55%)

Tel: (02) 2702-4371

A restaurant-lounge with atmosphere and ab-
sinthe. Live music Wednesday to Saturday,
upstairs band area usually has a cover,
downstairs bar no cover. All programs start
at 10pm. Wednesdays: THE CHOCLOVE EXPE-
RIENCE, rock and rock ballads from the 60s
to the 90s, w/ covers of the Stones, Bowie,
etc, NTS$100 cover. The lead guitarist plays
left-handed and will sometimes do the Jimi
Hendrix teeth trick.

* Citizen Cain

(KRE)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (5L EE6757)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam,
9:30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and
foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin’ and groovin' with the "big dawg,”
10pm-1am.  Sundays: Poetry open mic,

7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room

(& HEEEAE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&1L
P SR R SR8 3)

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(i35 447%), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm -
10:30pm, NT$100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-
LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS, a
Japanese reggae band, 8:30pm-12:30am.
Thursdays: The Workshop (Ef B 5135), open
mic for art films from 8pm, followed by
readings, and performances. All musicians
welcome, but make sure to book in advance.
% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERIIYEEE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (S AE S HEE —
##), intersection of Xinhai Rd

and Xinsheng S Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
the nation's top college. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Aug. 4: LISTEN TO THE
MUSIC | WROTE - lan (sREEFKETHH - —IT),
piano and guitar Urhan Folk style, 3pm, no
cover. Fri, Aug 5: Music Lecture on Tai-
wanese Opera (EF%4q#/E - K ZIEIKE HATFER),
a senior Taiwanese opera artist, Tang
Mei-Yun will lecture about the history of Tai-
wanese opera and the story of the classical
opera, "Ren Jian Dao" ( A [ ). Moreover,
she will demonstrate the voice and body lan-
guage typical of Taiwanese opera. Thu, Aug
11: CHINESE ~ VALENTINE  SPECIAL- YE
SHU-HAN'S TRUE HEART (5471 A B e -
FERHE Y BB 4 ), this Chinese Valentine's
Day show includes classic love songs and
themes of Japanese drama series, 8pm,
NT$450. Fri, Aug. 12: HEARTFELT CREATIONS
OF MIRROR BAND (J& £ 24 E Mirror (¥ & [, 8I{E),
a vision-disabled music group, 8pm, NT$300.
Sat, Aug 13: RICH FARMER (H f&f¥), a
funk/disco band; and MUSTARD (7+), who
have a very active and creative performance
style, 8pm, NT$250. Sun, Aug 14: AFTER-
NOON TEA CONCERT IN SUMMER-ERATO
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA (& H 4455 44y - 32 4 4
F=RNLHE), an all-female orchestra plays
English love songs and light jazz, 3pm, no
cover.

 Riverside Music Cafe
()

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(GAETTHERT RS 3R 24475257B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm,  weekdays
NT $250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless other-
wise noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open
jam. Thu, Aug 4: FRESH AIR & SUNNY 4. Fri,
Aug 5: J.E.G (GE{HEF1-44H), standard jazz,
bebop, latin, funk, east/ west coast. Sat,
Aug 6: SANDEE CHEN ([ififtf/e) MINI CONCERT:
first stop of "Sandee Chen Beauty Poison
2005 tour concert,” NT$500. Sun, Aug 7: OR-
ANGE GRASS (7 %), alternative; ORANGE
DOLL (f&&ELE), pop; FRECKLE (4#£3%), alterna-
tive. Tue, Aug 9: MRS. THIS (27 A K); RICH
FARMER (HHf&fy), funk/disco. Wed, Aug 10:
JINDOWIN (fj2}5%), a band composed of five
foreigners in Taiwan, electric funk metal; LA
PETITE NURSE (/)\i#-1-), releasing their new
album, rock. Thu, Aug 11: WANG FU (It-1g),
playing songs from their new album. Fri, Aug
12: REAL COLLECTIVE JAZZ QUARTET, no
showy electronics, just plain simple jazz. Sat,
Aug 13: IPIS, releasing their new album,
"Love Reborn"; BIBI (ji,2 E%) & BAND, releas-
ing their new EP; and NEON, pop. Sun, Aug
14: WANG ZHONG-PING (FEth7s), pop; THE
BEETLE BAND (Ff#i%4[H]), rock.

% The Wall

GEH)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&JLrigET
&% VY B¢ 20057B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified.
Thursdays: LOCA 13, a latin night w/ DJ
BENZO spinning salsa, cha cha, merengue,
Latin hip hop, reggaeton, bachata, and aribi-
ca, kicking off at 9pm w/ a free dance les-
son, NT$250 w/ one drink. %Fri, Aug 5: SO-
CIALROOTS VR1 & REBEL LION, performers
include PAPA DOM & TROPICAL DEPRESSION
(top ranking reggae band from Philippines);
RED-1 & THE RIDDIM OUTLAWZ; LADY DJAVAN;
T-HO BROTHERS; TOP RIDDIMS from da is-
lands by O' BROTHAZ sound systems, 8:30pm,

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

NT$300, NT$250 in advance. Sat, Aug 6: LTK
COMMUNE ROVING-SALUTE TO LTK COMMUNE
TAIWAN TOUR CONCERT (/K& KiE-2 53K
2 A KB A TG, performers include
LADYBUGS (¥N#%), MAHO (&%), BB BOMB
(BBi& ), and NAFF OFF, 8:30pm, NT $300,
NT$250 in advance, NT$50 discount for those
with LTK COMMUNE albums. Sat, Aug 13:
SUMMER SCREAM PART 4 (E H ] PART 4),
performers include CHTHONIC (FY#%), NIPPLES
(I8 ), RICO, DIAGONAL TRIO (%ffg#¢ =
Z%), MAN SHAO JI ([8J%#%), COLORFUL (%%
%), 8:30pm, NTS$500 for 2 days, NT$400 in
advance; NT$350 for single day. Sun, Aug 14:
SUMMER SCREAM PART 4 (& E Ml PART 4),
performers include LTK COMMUNE (3 7K12 /2
jit), BAD DOUGHTER (##4:5d), DOLLY'S PILL-
BOX (#4424 ), ORANGE GRASS (¥#Hf),
MURMUR, LITTLE UNIVERSE (/NF5H), 1:30pm,
NT $500 for 2 days, NT $400 in advance,
NT$350 for single day entry.

% Witch House

(L)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&dibid#r
AT 356K 75%)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission
is NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Aug 4: NEON, with
a powerful female vocalist and an Israeli gui-
tarist, its diverse membership makes for a
colorful style. Fri, Aug 5: HU DE-FU (&ff#%),
an Indigenous Taiwanese folk poet and an
advocate of Puyuma (BiR§ff) rights. Sat, Aug
6: SAMINGAD & AM CHRUS (#CM:FE HLIAMGTE
[#]), Puyuma folk. Thu, Aug 11: TAKING PART
IN MERRIMENT-START FROM LAl HE (™fflZ4-H
FEFIH%E), full of grassroots taste in trying
to find the modern spirit of Lai He, the fa
ther of new Taiwanese literature. Fri, Aug 12:
YE SHU-YIN & BAND (3% fdf B 711 4th 69 4% %),
from double folk guitars to gorgeous electric
sounds, YE and 3 top artists are cooking up
a brand-new flava. Sat, Aug 13: CHICKEN
RICE (ZEfRaK), 60s rock style.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&1L
SIS —EEB5RBY)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

ey

mld"‘_ g -
crovy

the
NT$
NT
4th
en get in free. Saturdays: NTS$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/ drink b4 1am.

% Carnegies

#100, Sec. 2, An-Ho Road (ZZFIi% — E¥1005%)
Tel: (02)2325-4433

Classy cafe by day, steaming meat market by
night, Carnegies is kind of like Liv Tyler in
the Aerosmith video where she sneaks out of
Catholic school to go pole dancing. The
decor is heavy on the rock 'n' roll memora-
bilia, and the music is a mix of classics and
contemporary hits. Good food and good ser-
vice keep the hangover crowd happy for Sun-
day brunch. Wednesdays: Ladies Night, w/
unlimited free champagne for women after
9pm. Fridays and Saturdays: cover NT $800
w/ 3 drinks or NT$500 w/ 1 drink.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(GAETT R TUE 98571 145)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest
spinning block party, funkology, electric
boogaloo, rocksteady and future classics, pur-
portedly mixing the 5 elements of hip hop:
DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti, and
Knowledge, NT$350 w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks
b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. 2nd Saturday every month: Love
Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA, house,
funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500.
3rd and 5th Saturday every month: A-ONE
Party w/ special guest DJ VICTOR CHENG,
w/ the regulars DJ EDMUND (AAAportlS, TW)
& JIMMY CHEN (AXD, TW) playing Soulful
House, Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted.

% Lava Bar
B1, #86 Songren Rd. (FM{—[%86%EB1)




Tel: (02) 8780-3867

This flashy club is in the Neo 19 building
next to Warner Village and shares an en-
trance with Alexander Health Club. There's no
lava, but there are some very ember-like red
lights. Music tends to be hip hop and R&B.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT ZE R TUER 20157 71 )

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop and reggae in the Galleria,
and "Sugar" w/ house music in the Lotus room,
NT $500 for men, or free b4 10pm, ladies
free all night w/ a special express line. Third
Wednesday of each month: 3RD Heaven Ladies
Night, "fresh” hip hop, R&B, and reggae in
the Galleria, ladies free, men NT$400 w/
drink. Thursdays: "Live Thursday,” live reggae
from RED-I & THE RIDDIM OUTLAWZ, NT$400
w/ 2 drinks, free b4 10pm. Second Friday of
each month: 2 LEGIT PARTY, hip hop, R&B,
reggae, w/ an hour of old skool 80's and 90's
hip hop a la MC Hammer. Fridays and Satur-
days: NT $600, NT $400 b4 11pm, free b4
10pm unless otherwise noted. Fri, Aug 5:
theLOOP presents the Irish trance duo AGNEL-
LI & NELSON. Sat, Aug 6: ONE LOVE, an early
Chinese Valentines Day party w/ theLOOP res-
idents DJs REASON, JOE HO, XIAO HEI,
AYESHA, COOKIE, J-SIX, and DARYL in the Lo
tus. Fri, %Aug 12: NAUGHTY BY NATURE (US),
a little older but still naughty, this old school
hip hop group is appearing live in the Galleria;
theLOOP DJs in the Lotus. Sat, Aug 14: HY-
BRID (UK), progressive breaks with an orches-
tral twist in the Lotus room.

% Ministry of Sound [MosS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&7 L %%
TH=183105% KEHEHE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Damian Yu, Tony, and Damien Saint from the
UK. Music tends towards house and trance in
the main room with an upstairs area for
hip-hop. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men
NT $400, or NT $200 b4 11pm. Thursdays:
Smoove HipHop Night, hip hop in the main
room, NTS$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays: Biki-
ni Girls Night, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm, girls
in bikinis free all night. Saturdays: Residents
Party. Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible

on entry, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm.

% Nowhere Cafe

(FTAE)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&dbiifr
AR % = BE6051557)

Tel:(02)2362-5241

Open: Mon-Sun, 2pm-2am

A cafe-bar that sometimes hosts art exhibi-
tions, the music runs along the same lines as
Roxy.

Fri, Aug 5, 12, 19, 26: Lapdance presents 80s
PARTY, w/ DJs MONSTER, RANDY, FLOATY,
TREE JR, and BROWNIE, a different musical
theme each night, and an 80s dress-up con-
test. 4-week pass NT$800, one night NT$250
w/ 1 drink. For Aug 5 it's New Wave Night,
and for Aug 12 it's Indie/Alternative Night.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&5dbLTi/\fEER4E1385%1248)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, no cover.
Wednesdays: LADIES 100, ladies NT $100 all
you can drink, men NTS$500 all you can drink.
Fridays and Saturdays, ladies NT$350 w/ drink,
men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&L /\fEEs4EL138571244)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
LADIES 9, men NT$350, ladies free all night,
ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&5 dtiiiFd ot
FEK Y 18257 1F)

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Lady First, a ladies'
night w/ DJs DK, STONE, and TIGER,
11pm-6am, free for women, NT$350 for men
or NT$350 b4 midnight. Fridays and Saturdays:
Party Nights, NT$500 or NT$350 b4 midnight
w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE, SAM, DK, TED-
DY-DONG. Sundays (or very late Saturday

night, depending on how you look at it): Af-
ter parties from 5am-noon, NT $500 or
NT$350 after 7am. Closed other nights.

% Sappho

B1, 1, Lane 102, Sec. 1, Anho Rd. (&ILTHi#%
FIIHE— B 102:48:155B1)

Tel: (02) 2700-5411

Opened earlier this year, Sappho is a com-
fortable lounge with a cocktail menu that
matches its up-end atmosphere. It's got mel-
low jazz some nights, while weekends serve
up something dancier. Sat, Aug 6: Fibre Stu-
dios presents Little White Squares, a progres-
sive trance and house party with two French
DJs, no cover.

Yy Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building (&
JETifAREES22557B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, full en-
trance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
JEri sl IFg s 1B 15555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's
a bit dancier than at its sister club Roxy 99,
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only: NT $300, or
NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
i — e 24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though oth-
er styles  appear. Cover  charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT $600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free
Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accord-
ingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MI-
NI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays (Aug 13): FEEL THE JA-
MAICA VIBE, w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the O-
LIVERS (Jamaica and Canada), better known
as THE O-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping
dancehall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd
bit of French hip hop. This is a reggae night
with loyal followers, so youre guaranteed de-
cent music and a predictable crowd. Men
NT$500, ladies NT$300.

Classical

% Shuan Yin International

Music Festival-Maestros Gala
Sun, Aug 7 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([& %% & %4 B8), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (HdbridlEiig21.2
15%)

Tel: (02) 2369-4802

Tickets: NT$300-1200

Held at Taiwan National University of the Arts,
the two-week Shuan Yin International Music
Festival features a host of master classes and
seminars with internationally-recognized musi-
cians, who will be performing Sunday at this
Maestros Gala Concert. Performers include pi-
anists Boris Slutsky and Alexander Shtarkman;
violinists Dmitri Berlinski, Deng Hao-Dun (&[fi
%), He Jun-Heng (fif # i), and Ceng
Keng-Yuan (f5Fk7C); and cellist Zheng Yi-Qing
(#F 15 ). Theyll be performing works by
Rachmaninov, Spohr, Dvorak and Chausson.
%La Moda Piano Trio

Thur, Aug 11 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (% 35%4)E)

Tel: (02) 2362-6128

Tickets: NT$500-1000

Liu Xin-Yi (2Ik¥e) is a young Taiwanese pi-
anist who recently graduated from Juliard. Al-
though Liu has returned to Taiwan every year
to give a solo recital, this year she brings
two of her classmates with her-Stephanie
Matthews on violin and Reenat Pinhas on cello.
The trio will play works by Schubert and
Mendelssohn.

% TCSO Summer Concert-1812

Rhapsody

Sun, Aug 12 at 3pm

National Concert Hall ([&5244)54)

Tel: (02) 2532-6394

Tickets: NT$300-600

The Taipei County Symphony Orchestra cele-
brates summer with their 24th concert. They'll
be performing works by Strauss, Liszt,
Tchaikovsky, and others.

The nostalgic and the new

BY GERRY

WHILE THERE may be no more
need to stand af attention in
the cinema before Hollywood's
lotest to hear the National An-
them, one can still enjoy(?) it at
C.K.S. Memorial Hall on the oc-
casional weekend af 6am. Rent
a flot nearby, hear it and remi-
nisce about the good old days
and Martial Law.

Another classic piss commercial:
According to the lofest beer
commercial, Bar Beer makes you
piss like a race horse; at least
that’s what the little boy statue
does while simply standing be-
side an oversized can. Is this a
good thing? When they come out with a beer with the opposite ef-
fect, let me know.

Another Raid: Purple, a dance club, was raided a few weeks ago
and the local media thought that a waiguoren (foreigner) escorted
out for a piss test was bigger news than landing a celebrity for the
same thing. Just as well it' s not my scene | guess...on to the bars.
Mono Mono: In a word, infectious: A good place to eaf, drink, hang
or even better, all of the above, Mono Mono has a laid-back envi-
ronment prevalent throughout. It is not overly large and has dim yet
strategically placed lighting. Tables and chairs seat small groups but
may be a tad difficult fo get (at least on a Sat. with a party of 8).
The bar more than suffices with stools for 20 or so. The drink list is
surprisingly extensive given the size of the place: 30 single malts
NT$250-340, Knob Creek Bourbon amongst 10 American whiskeys, C.
C. for the frozen Yank who knows no better., Guinness on tap at
NT$250 and out of the other 8 beers on hand, only Boddingtons can
be found at 7-11. Wine is NT$1000-1600 a bottle. If you' re a rummy,
the choice is Bacardi or Havana Club 7yrs and the NT$20 difference
should make this a no-brainer. 12 cocktails which I'm familiar with
excepting Moscow Mule (' m betfting there’s Vodka in that one). E-
qually impressive is the food menu: salads, broccoli with cheese,
Gemman sausage, even the French fries (or is that freedom fries?)
were different and savoury. Several Chinese dishes compliment all of
this. With the friendly and attentive staff, reasonable prices, and lack
of cover, one will have a hard time knocking this place.

Hours: 9pm-4am daily

Address: No.17 Alley 29 Lane 127 Sec.1 An Ho Rd, Taipei (&dbmiZe
HIEE— B2 1 27829771 75%)

Bushiban Pub: Blast from the past: Walking into Bushiban Pub is like
going back in fime. Back in the mid-80s there were more than a
few of these places; Green Door off Shuang Cheng St. and ACDC
on Roosevelt vividy come to mind. In those days the Taiwan Beer
and Wine Monopoly was literally just that, disallowing imports; the KMT
mindset was still set on reclaiming the mainland and therefore the
fact that no one could enjoy a Heineken or Corona was low on the
list of priorities. Well, now that things have changed, it's nice to know
that one gin joint hasn’t. Using the ferm “decor” here sounds too
sophisticated; how about “the inside”: unvarnished wood au natural,
a smdall bar, stools against the nearby back wall, as well as low lying
tables and benches. Kevin has owned and run it for the past 7
years, and he does a commendable job. Music played here tends
to stay consistent with the whole vibe: Foo Fighters, Green Day,
American Idiof, Ramones and the like. (I coincidentally had the latter
2 CDs on me and they were appreciatively played with no com-
plaints). While Rap, Hip Hop and Abba all have their place, you
won't hear that here. Considering drink prices are already cheap, it's
icing on the cake that Hoppy Hour exists at all: Sunday all day differ-
ent specials, Mon.-Thur. 8pm-12am cocktails are 3 for 2. Dehydrated?
Soft drinks are the same deal. 8-10pm a large Sapporo is NT$150.
Nuts here are plentiful (the kind one eats). Obviously more blue than
white collar, it's worth checking out, just wafch yourself descending
the stairs af the end of the night; okin to a Nepalese vilage in the
Himalaya.

Hours: Sun.-Thur 8:30pm-4am Fri-Sat. 8pm-4am(or later)

Address: 2F No.152 Sec.3 Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (5t T & 7 & g = B
1525% — 1)

Bits and Pieces: DV8 will start double feature movie nights on Thurs-
days at 9om and T1pm. Aug.4 High Fidelity and True Romance will
be shown on a large screen via projector. In the future a 1978 live
Sex Pistols concert in a Texan redneck bar; hilarious!

Address: 223 Jin Hua St., Taipei (&1L HEE2235%)

Finally, 2 tips for the tippler:

1) Never leave your stool when the bar is in motion (1st hand experi-
ence).

2) If you begin fo see double, don’t order a friple.

Sena your pub news 10 ernpos@iIonTIan,corn




% The Merchant of Venice
(BB AN)

Sat, Aug 6 at 7:30pm; Sat-Sun, Aug 6-7 at
2:30pm

National Theatre (|52 E%EIFE), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (&JbridLFERE21.215%)
Tel: (02) 2567-7961 ext. 6211

Tickets: NT$300-1500

A children's musical based on the Shake-
speare comedy, this Da Feng production by
is nevertheless in Chinese, including the
sing-along bits.

% North Europe

(AEEx)

Sat, Aug 13 at 2:30pm and 7:30pm
Experimental Theatre ( # 5 &35 ), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (% JbLii7 LR #%21
Z155%)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400

This combination lecture-concert works to
bring the beauty, culture, and music of
Northern Europe into one two-hour slot. This
production features lectures by Fu Qing-Liang
({HBF ), the director of the Classics & Jazz
division at Universal Music; Chen Guo-Zhen
(BEI ), a jewelry designer; and Huang
Shi-Jia (#1tt3%), the director of Nordic. Mu-
sic representative of Northern Europe will be
provided by the Metamorphosis Jazztet.

<
Ya :

% 2005 Ocean-Ville Film Fes-
tival

(2005¥g eI R )

July 30-Aug 5

Spot (k)

#18 Zhongshan N Rd, Sec 2 ([l JLi% — %18
%)

Tel: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: NT$150

This festival showcases recent films set in
five countries.  Representing Vietnam are
three films by Anh Hung Tran-THE VERTICAL
RAY OF THE SUN, CYCLO, and THE SCENT OF
GREEN PAPAYA-and Tony Bui's THREE SEASONS.
Hiroshi Shinomiya's GOD'S CHILDREN tells the
story of a massive garbage dump that serves
as a home for thousands of Filippinos.
MON-RAK TRANSISTOR is the story of a subur-
ban youth who heads to Bangkok to pursue a
career in singing, and THE EYE 10 is about a
legendary but fatal Thai game played to
meet supernatural beings. The now classic

MONSOON WEDDING represents contemporary
India, and this past year's VANITY FAIR is a
period piece set in post-colonial England
(filmed on location in the UK and India). Fi-
nally we have Siddiq Barmak's OSAMA, filmed
in 2004, making it the first Afghan film since
the fall of the Taliban.

Museums

% National Palace Museum
(BT e fe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbiiE#
% —Be22135%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF: This
is an exhibition of Professor Johannes Hajime
lizuka's ancient map collection. Through Aug 31.
s National Taiwan Museum
(BLZAEEE)

2 Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (&ALTHZERRE25%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of
Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

TAIWAN IN MAPS (JtfEl%¥#): A rare and vo-
luminous collection of maps of Taiwan, in-
cluding demographic maps, satellite images,
and historical maps dating to pre-colonial
times. Through Sep 18.

% Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHIZEATAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&bt
FRLHERS = EE1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

AIR (Z254): The artist, YOU WEN-FU (Jf#50 &),

ILLUSTRATION: LEON 05

has installed thousands of white feathers into
the artspace to explore the space between
heaven and earth-the air. Through Sept 11.
MEMORIAL EXHIBITION OF CHEN HSING-WAN:
This solo exhibition is held in memory of the
late Chen Hsing-wan ([ 3%#i). Active from
the 70s until her death in 2004, her work of-
ten had a natural element to it, and she uti-
lized a wide variety of materials. Everything
from ink and oil paint to cloth and animal
skins has been seen at one time or another.
Through Aug 21.

% THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM: At this moment
in Italy, Taiwan is currently sponsoring its
sixth pavilion as part of the world's most im-
portant event for contemporary art. At home,
the museum has created this retrospective of
the past five Biennales, with all the works
that were shown. Artists include Wu Ma-li,
Chen Jun-jieh, Hou Jun-ming, and a number
of others. Through Nov 6.

CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from the
permanent collection focusing on Taiwanese
artists in the 20th century. The exhibition
tries to convey how artistic concepts, trends,
and materials have changed over the course
of the century. Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

% CKS Memorial Hall

(FPIERC &)

#21, Zhongshan S. Rd. (H[[FE&215%)

Tel: (02) 2343-1118

Open: Mon-Sun, 9am-5pm

TRAVELING WITH LOVE AND WISDOM FOR
SEVENTY YEARS: This exhibition displays im-
ages of the Dalai Lama, as well as other Ti-
betan religious and cultural images. Through
Aug 7.

% German Cultural Center

12F, #20 Heping W. Rd, Sec. 1 (FIZpuiE—
205 121%)

Tel: (02) 2365-7294

Open: 10am-8pm

Web: www.dk-taipei.org.tw

MONUMENT (#Z7& % ): This solo exhibition by
Patrick Palucki is a video installation with
the video (documentary material of under-
ground nuclear testing) projected onto acrylic
glass diagonally through space. A photogra-
pher and videographer who works out of
Berlin, Palucki is currently an artist in resi-
dence at Taipei Artist Village. Through Sep 2.
% Home Gallery

(K )

1F, #30-1, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 3 (tfhl/dL
% = B¢30-15514E)

Tel: (02) 2591-4302

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm

HOUSEHOLD BELONGING AND BELONGING TO
HOUSEHOLD: Joint exhibitions of Ye Zi-qi (%%

T47) and Gu He-zhong (g&A[i). Through Aug 10.
% IT Park Art Gallery

(fFHEA )
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLifi{/tim1E40%552-3
)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

SPRING ETHER COMING AND GOING (HZEH
#£): A solo exhibition by Jun T. Lai (E#ffiff).
Through Aug 6.

REPRESENTATION  OF  PHENOMENON-HUANG
SHAN EXPERIENCE (%75 H¥R -5 [1#8ER): A solo
exhibition by Jenny Chen ([fisE#]), this is a
visual representation of Chen's experiences in
her travel to Huang Shan. Aug 13-Sep 10.

% SLY Artspace

1F, #15-2, Lane 11, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 2
(1041 bis — B11R15- 257 145)

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed-Sun, 1pm-8pm

WRITING IMAGE-MY FATHER (5352 53AH-FR YA
#): A calligraphy and photography exhibition
by He Jia-Xing ({ijf#§#). Through Aug 14.
MIMICRY (f%E): This solo exhibition of Guo
Hui-Chan's (Ff£:i#) work takes the ability of
certain organisms to mimic other objects in-
order to defend themselves from prey as in-
spiration. Guo's main focal point is reflection
upon the exchange between people and their
environment and the influence environment
has on people. Through Aug 14.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (HALHTEUL RIS — 252851957 34)
Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tues-Sat, 11am-7pm

CAREFREE-TAIWAN PERFORMANCE ART RELAY
(iF HAE-TT R 8k E2 JJ%): MOMA has invited 3
young artists to give solo exhibitions in a re-
lay format, one after the other, to explore
self-existence through the media. Video per-
formance is heavily used. The first exhibit is
called IN LIUMAOAN, WAITING FOR DEUTSCH-
LAND ({fERE /5% &), and showcases
GAO JUN-HONG's (&%) reflections on two
separate traveling experiences. Beginning Aug
13 is WISH TO ENJOY THE END IN DISAP-
POINTMENT WITH YOU ({HFHHE{RZ<# =), a
solo display of the work of ZHENG
SHI-CHUAN (#(55£%), focuses on failed expec-
tations and the fiction of happiness. Sept 3
marks the beginning of the last part, END-
LESS RECALLING (Fff LAFRAM S AR ), in which
the artist Su Hue-Yu (#fMET:) twists dialogue
and music into a new kind of listening expe-
rience to explore the spurious nature of the
screen. Through Sept 17.

* Taipei Artist Village

(G AEBIFEERY)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (ILZEBEE455%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

SIGN (fF%%): A solo exhibition of Patrick
Palucki's work. Installation art. Through Aug 14.

THE SECRET DIARY OF AH-DE--[u]f#1%fk %5 H 30
-F ¥ & . International and local artists
PATRICK PALUCKI, HONG YI-QING (%t H),

ALBA NAVAS SALMER, AYUMI MATSUZAKA (¥
% k& ), and SANDRA TOBIAS have come
together to create an exhibition that bridges
the gap between the artist and the audience,
allowing the audience to see and experience
the birth and process of art. Through Aug 14.
% TIVAC

(GEBIER S EE L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104%L
B AR 295711

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

VISUAL MAP OF THE WORLD: This solo pho-
tography exhibition by artist and ophthalmol-
ogist Chen Ke-Hua ([ifi 75 %E) is a reflection
on his travels and on traveling as a nev-
er-ending search for "home.” Aug 6-Aug 31,
opening ceremony Aug 6 at 2:30pm.

% Wayang Gallery

(FERREEfIT .0

2F-1, #161 Yanji St. (FEH1615524.21)

Tel: (02) 2776-3950

Open: Tue-Sun, 12pm-7pm

LE DON DEU FLEUVE ILULISSAT PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBITION: Features the work of photogra-
phers Bernard Descamps and Marc Deneyer.

Through Aug 21.

% Winzz Gallery

3F, #337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec 3 (Fd &b —R%
3375%314)

Tel: (02) 87510601

Winzz is a clothing store that apparently
sponsors artists from time to time.

BRUISED FRUIT:  Displaying the work of
Patrick Tsai, this is a photography exhibition
that revels in the bizarre, especially when in-
volving cats. Through Aug 31.

* Still
speak English?

enPOTS is looking for a new editorial gofer -

how to

remember

ahem, intern - whose responsibilities would
include compiling and editing the events list-
ings, copy-editing, some writing, etc. Times
are flexible. Interested parties should have
some ability reading and speaking Chinese.
Send resume and a sample of your writing to:
davidfrazier@lihpao.com.
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Ministry of Sound Proudly Presents
The Return Of

Mutiny Feat. Amber w

DJ Set / Live PA.
One Of The Finest British House Music Acts Around Exclusive
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What Estate Are You From? (Sorecs)
4. Common
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