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You're not sick, you're just Polish

Outcast Theatre stages the ethnic slurs of Americana

By KAREN MCMURDO

" VER HEAR
about the
Polack  who

locked his keys in the
car?"

Even if you haven't,
you can guess how the
rest of the joke goes.
This weekend at the
Living Room, Outcast
Theatre's production of
David Ives' Fokst Joke
unashamedly adorns it-
self in  such ethnic
stereotypes and cliches
in sketch-comedic form.

Absurd in the ex-
treme, the play
ridicules the American
tendency to categorize
and sub-categorize cul-
tural groups while also
focusing on the very
real frustration of sec-
ond generation immi-
grants - but just to
make fun of it

A Polish-Ametican who lives in a Polish
neighborhood known only as "the Bush," the
lead role of Jasiu Sadlowski is one of a boy
who grew up drinking salted beer, eating
sausages, and believing that all good Polish
boys are good future janitors. Determined to
circumvent the path that society has pre-or-
dained, Jasiu gets himself an Irish name and
a Jewish girlfriend and begins his journey to-
ward ethnic liberation. However, our culturally
confused hero soon finds himself under the
suspicious scrutiny of a world that is dead
set on exposing his Polishness.

The play follows Jasiu, or "John," through
his various a flashback to his
days as a Catholic schoolboy revealing a pos-
sible fetish for the Polish flag and forcing Ja-
siu to confront his waning faith; a job inter-
view gone awry demonstrating more interest
in testing Jasiu's accordion skills than hiring
him; an abortive attempt to buy flowers for
his girlfriend because the florist can't seem to
remember he's there long enough to setve
him (a rather heavy-handed hint at the role
of perception in identity); and a hilarious
doctor's visit in which the resulting diagnosis
is, you guessed it - Polish.

For Outcast, Folst Joke will be a debut
performance, chosen precisely for its accessi-
bility to most audiences as a comedy. Most
troupe members are however hardly newcom-
ers to the local expat theatre scene. Outcast
is actually an offshoot of the better-known
Phoenix Theatre, and most of its members
have performed with Phoenix in other pro-
ductions, including a different production of

Garvin, and Melanie Micco.

encounters:

The Cast of Polish Joke (from left to right): Josh Fairey, Pam Dmytruk, Peter Balfry, Paul Jackson, Olga Grezlikowska, Chris

several David Ives one-act plays last year.
Phoenix is temporarily on hiatus while its
head, Catherine Diamond (who is also a dra-
ma professor at Soo-Chow University), is out
of the country.

Melanie Micco, the director and also an
actor in the current production, says that up-
on Diamond's return, it's more than likely
that Outcast will be reabsorbed by Phoenix.
Aside from Outcast/Phoenix, the only expat
theatre groups in Taipei in recent years have
been Thalie Theatre Company and the
now-defunct Taipei Alien Dramatic Society
(TADS).

The script Micco has chosen is most suc-
cessful at its most bizarre.  Over-the-top
scenes in which Polish immigrants dig a tun-
nel to America or the Germans-pretend-
ing-to-be-Irish say "top o' the morning" at
least 20 times in ten minutes are far more
memorable than the ones where Ives decides
to get serious and throw in some token
lessons of the day. For example, while a
thwarted attempt to immigrate to Ireland
lands Jasiu in Warsaw is quite funny, the
subsequent lecture on Polish pride he receives
from an airline worker - appropriately played
by Olga Grezlikowska, who is actually Polish -
seems slightly proselytizing in contrast with
the fast and loose way Ives deals with politi-
cal correctness in the rest of the play.
(There's a stultfying monologue about Euro-
pean encroachment on Polish territory and
the slow disappearance of the Polish people.)
Likewise, Jasiu's reunion with his uncle in the
Bush is colored by a sense of poignancy that
doesn't quite fit the extreme nature of the

play's style.  The play
concludes  with  Jasiu's
embracement of Polish
culture and repatriation
to Poland, an anti-cli-
mactic ending that is de-
cidedly wishy-washy and
even dismissive of the
very issues whose exag-

geration  provides  the
premise for the entire
play.

Despite its flaws,

Folish Joke does entet-
tain, and at a dress re-
hearsal last Saturday 1
saw its vast wackiness
carried off brilliantly by
the members of Outcast
Theatre. Paul Jackson is
endearing as the continu-
ally frustrated Jasiu, and
Josh Fairey steals both
scenes he's in as, alter-
nately, the pi-
ous-but-dry-humored
priest and the incompe-
tent-but-okay-with-that doctor. Chris Garvin is
extremely memorable as the ovetly-exuberant
Irish travel agent, and the rest of the cast
play their various larger-than-life characters true
to form as well Of course, the comedic
value of the play primarily rests on points
that are significant to Americans. Micco says
that as an Italian-American she can very
much relate to the story in Folksh Joke And
while she concedes that the references are of-
ten culturally specific, she also says, "I think
the play stands on its own, but I'm anxious
to see how it will fly with other Eng-
lish-speaking audiences."

When commenting in general on the at-
mosphere for English-language theatre in
Taipei, Micco expressed her desire for a
more consistent and larger community of the-
atres and theatre-goers. "There's a lot of buzz
around show time...but [with only one or two
shows a year] interest sort of flags in the
meantime," she says, further mentioning that
it's been difficult to maintain a solid audience
base in such an environment, and that most
of the regular audience members tend to be
friends of the performers.

In any case, Outcast has certainly put to-
gether a solid show, with three performances
set for a smaller, more intimate stage at the
Living Room. The set and props are sparse,
to be sure, but they more than get the job
done.

Polish Joke will have two cvenmng shows
on Saturday and Sunday;, Jul 16 and 17 at
T pm, and a matnee on Sunday ar Jpm.
Al sbows are NT S0 in addizion tfto the
Living Room’s wusual NTF700 munimum.

Photo: Qutcast Theatre




Stop cranking the Beethoven!

There are alternatives to municipally sponsored noise pollution

EVERY NIGHT but Sunday, throughout the
island of Taiwan's cities, one can hear
Beethoven's "Fur Elise" repeated endlessly.
This sound does not mean Taiwanese chil-
dren are busily learning the Romantic com-
poser's work on the piano. For everyone who
lives here, it means only one thing: drop
whatever you are doing and fetch your trash,
the trucks are coming!

In Taiwan, Beethoven stinks, for his work
has been tied to the lowest of messages. Is
this some kind of insult to the pretensions of
those who love Romantic music? No. Do
Taiwanese people wish to trash Beethoven?
No. The trash goes out almost every day,
and this melody is part of the soundscape
Monday through Saturday, from roughly four
in the afternoon to ecight at night.

No other country blares music through the
streets to inform the public of pick up times.
In other countries, schedules are established
and trash trucks silently cruise through the
streets, picking up trash at designated drop
off areas. In the U.S., trash is taken out
once a week in large, sealed rubber contain-
ers. Other, color-coded plastic boxes help
households divide plastic, paper and glass for
recycling. The trucks come and go without
any sound but the hum of the engine as it
passes through the comminity. What differ-
ence does this make? The quiet of evening is
not broken. People going on walks can hear
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birdsong or the sound of the wind through
tree leaves. There is a relaxing, settled quality
to the evening. This makes for some quality
time for families and some peace for those
who have spent long hours working hard at
their jobs. Does that sound appealing? Taiwan
could have such evenings, too.

As a musician, I feel particularly frustrated
with the way the evening's noise interrupts
my ability to hear my our guitar. I don't re-
ally want to play music against a soundscape
background like the trash truck Beethoven. I
know that other musicians who would like to
practice and concentrate on their music in
peace feel the same way. For those who
would like to read a book in silence or study
with greater concentration, I'm sure silencing
trash services would be a welcome change to
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how days flow in Taiwan. For those of you
who like the idea of peace, I have a modest
proposal.

What if Chung Hua telecom had a small
box customers could check on their phone
bills that said roughly this, "Please call me to
remind me when the trash truck will be ap-
proaching my neighborhood." A comput-
er-generated program would place automated,
pre-recorded calls to those people who really
need a reminded of when the truck is com-
ing. But just by watching people in my
neighborhood, 1 know that many people real-
ly do not need a reminder. They already
know when the trucks ate coming and are
outside, awaiting the approach (many with
squinting eyes, showing some physical reaction
to the blaringly loud trash-truck Beethoven).
Since the calls could run through an automat-
ed system, the phone company could do this
quite cheaply. The government could subsidize
reminder calls for the elderly or the poort, for
whom this small expense might be considered
an undue burden.

And then we could all enjoy the dusk
hours of the day, sipping orange juice and
tea at sidewalk cafes, where live musicians
playing there could replace trash-trucked
Beethoven, who, after being in service for so
many vyears playing the same melody, has
earned a long-overdue rest.

- Douglas Newron ILves in Hualien




Get ready to shake ya tits/dick

A quick review of who's headlining and who's not at Hohiayan 2005

BY ANDY O'BRIEN AND DAVID FRAZIER

HE RUMORS of a mythic lineup for

this year's sixth Hohaiyan Rock Festi-

val, the annual free concert at Fulong
Beach (W_El%‘ﬂ((@i%), started flying months
ago. Initially, it was leaked to local media
that the organizers at the Tourism Promotion
Section of Taipei County Government's Eco-
nomic Affairs Bureau had invited Bob Dylan
and Mainland rock king Cui Jian. However,
neither was on the final list released Jul. 6,
which announced the following international
headliners:  Black Rebel Motorcycle Club,
Peaches, Vincent Gallo, the Boom Boom
Satellites, Melissa Auf Der Maur, and Baseball.

Hohaiyan happens at Fulong Beach from
Wednesday, Jul. 20 to Sunday, Jul. 24, with
all the international bands playing Friday night
from 6pm to 10pm, except Vincent Gallo,
who plays Wednesday at 6:30pm. Wednesday
through Saturday all feature live music on a
huge stage by the ocean from late afternoon
to 10pm, with the festival's annual Indie Mu-
sic Awards competition on Saturday with win-
ners announced at the end of the evening.
This yeat's competition bands continue to
veer towards pop-wanna-be, but we'll take the
results with the usual grain of salt. As local
drummer Yoz said a few nights ago in the
patk on Shida Rd., "Culture never comes out
of competitions."

On Hohaiyan's final night, Sunday, Jul. 24,
they'll play movies on the beach as part of
the new Hohaiyan Film Festival, which drew
a ton of local entries in a documentary com-
petition (we hear they're terrible) and also
brings in some great rock cult films, every-
thing from the Maysles Brothers' classic cine-
ma verite documentary Guume Shelter to
more recent Hollywood output like AZzost
Famous (thouetr no Rock n' Roll Parkzng Log)

As for no Bob Dylan, according to a
source at Taipei County Government, "We
had asked Bob Dylan, but his agent told us
he had already scheduled his Canadian tour
for the same time as Hohaiyan." Cui Jian
meanwhile had lost his ID card and couldn't
get the visa paperwork together in time for
the festival, according to our liaison. Last year,
Cui Jian was also invited to Hohaiyan, but
similarly could not get permission from Main-
land authorities to leave China.

Other names considered and dropped as
possible headliners this year included Sonic
Youth, New Order, Lou Reed, the Yeah
Yeah Yeahs, Asia Dub Foundation, Primal
Scream, Interpol, Bloc Party, Queens of the
Stone Age, Foo Fighters, the Pogues, the
Hard Ons, and even James Brown. According
to James Chen, a Taiwanese expat rocker
who lives in Australia and is charge of book-
ing the bands, many of these bands were
very interested in playing in Taiwan, but Ho-
haiyan is scheduled at a bad time. "The festi-
val's date is just a bad date to lock [most]
bands to do it,)' Chen wrote in an email
"The time gap is too far from both of Fuji
Rock [in Japan] and Summer Sonic [also in
Japan]. Also it is way too close to the big
festivals in the US like Lollapalooza, which is
only one day away from Hohaiyan. So most
of bands just couldn't make it home in time."
Thete have also been rumors that this yeart's
event could possibly be the last Hohaiyan at
Fulong because the beach has been rapidly

Hohaiyan headliners from LA., Black Rebel Motorcyde Club.

eroding over the past few years. Last year,
beach revelers were met at the entrance of
the festival by protesters who claim the thou-
sands of people that the festival attracts exac-
erbate the erosion problem.

However, our Taipei County Government
source dismissed the rumor, saying, "We've
just hired a work crew to work on the ero-
sion problem, so the beach will be ready in
time for Hohaiyan. This won't necessarily be
the last Hohaiyan at Fulong."

With all that out of the way,
run-down of the international groups.

L.Al's alternative rockers Black Rebel Mo-
torcycle Club, BRMC for short, is this yeat's
headliner. Taking their name from Marlon
Brando's gang of hooligan bikers in the
movie Z7he Wid COns BRMC actually draw
their influences more from early 90's UK al-
ternative acts than the rough-riding American
rock n' roll that the name implies. Neverthe-
less, they're known for explosive live perfor-
mances and should not be missed.

The foul-mouthed Canadian riot grrl rap-
per Peaches is known for such smutty, an-
themic choruses as "Shake ya dicks! Shake ya
tits! Are the mother fuckers ready for the fa-
ther fuckers?" She is sure to drop more than
a few jaws, among those who can understand
her.

Aging pretty boy U.S. cult film star and
musician Vincent Gallo is most known for
his indie hit film Aufalo 66 and the
non-simulated oral sex scene with Chloe Sevi-
gny in the rank indie flop ZBrown Bunay:
Gallo played in several bands during the 70's
and 80's, and in the past couple years has
been releasing his own gloomy, instrumental

here's a

PHOTO: TAIPEI COUNTY GOVERNMENT

lounge albums.

Boom Boom Satellites is a Tokyo-based
electronic-pop rock duo, featuring singer/gui-
tarist Michiyuki Kawashima and bassist/DJ
Masayuki Nakan that's toured extensively
through Europe and North America, including
a US tour in support of Moby. They play a
mix of trance, break-beat, acid jazz, funk, and
just about every other style of pop music all
switled together into a hypnotic blend of
electro rock n roll.

Coming straight from the hey day of
American grunge will be former Smashing
Pumpkins and Hole bass player, Melissa Auf
Der Maur. After working with a veritable
who's  who roster of alternative rockers
throughout the 90's, Auf Der Maur released
her self-titled solo debut last year to mixed
reviews. Also coming along will be Auf Der
Maur's guitarist's new rock band, Moufette,
who have created a buzz lately in the Canadi-
an rock scene.

Lastly, making their second Taiwan tour
will be the Australian quartet Baseball, which
features a lead man on fiddle. If you can't
make it to Hohaiyan, check them out on Jul
21 at DV8 in Taipei with local favorites
Green Eyes, Chasing Sparrow, and Fall of
this Cornet.

For more on Hohaiyan, check http://ho-
haiyan.com.

Send news, (Ds, demos, and feedback to
Dayve:  davidfzazierizlipao.com  and Andp:
Lgotmabmofoidemat.com, or 43 Fuxne Rd
Xindian, Tajper County B 7UAGFH#1E77 76 PLHE
oL
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Penswe stares in The Blue Butterfly.

BY MALCOLM PARKER
OOK, I have one humble request:
if you know a big summertime

L movie is going to be bad, really

bad, so bad that you are just going to com-
plain about it, then don’t go. Yeah, I
know it’s hot out and that a dark theatre is
a great refuge, but isn’t it better to sweat a
few liters than ensure that something like the
Fantastic Four gets a sequel? C’mon, give a
little.

New Releases: Jul. 15 -
The Blue Butterfly (E:

THEATERS: Majestic, Scholar ﬁ)

Quebecois filmmaker Lea Pool has made in-
teresting,  sophisticated films like A Cozps
Perdu, but perhaps her English reading isn’t
up to snuff since her new film is an exam-
plar of Hollywood bathos. A young dying
boy’s last wish is to find an example of the
rare Blue Morpho Butterfly, which is purport-
ed to have mystical powers. He ventures
through the rainforest of Costa Rica with his
entomologist  hero, the  contradictorily
self-aware but emotionally closed William
Hurt (who specializes in these roles), and his
mother, the usually engaging Pascale Bussiers.
The movie is just so over -~ over-written,
over-wrought, and over-done. (Lea Pool,
Canada, 97min, En/Ch subs)

Madagascar (552 H01HT0)

THEATERS: major theatres

The animation team at Dreamworks has trad-
ed the roly-poly Play Doh-style of Sizek for
something more etchy and sketchy, and it
gives the film a bright and sprightly nostalgic
look. In contrast, however, the story of four
zoo animals that end up in the wilds of
Madagascar and eventually civilize it and
themselves, is softened and aimed squarely at
those in single digits. The movie clips along
nicely though, and any lack of oomph from
the central four voice actors - not that
they don’t try, but Chris Rock’s zebra just
can’t put a stripe on Eddie Murphy’s jab-

INAGE: NG YVEN

bering jackass — is made up for by the sup-
porting cast, including the penguins (whose
leader channels Ernest Borgnine), the raving
lemurs (led by a loopy maniac with an
arpeggiating Indo-Arabic accent), and my fa-
vorites,  the scat hurling monkeys (Who
wouldn’t want to throw poo at Tom Wolfe?).
(Eric Darnell, Tom McGrath, US, 2005,
86min, En&Mand/Ch subs)

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (2[5
KEH)

THEATERS: Carnival, Le Sheng, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Scholar,
Shin Shin, Breeze, Governor, Dong Nan Ya, Bai Lao Hui, Ha

La, Cinemark, Yang Ming, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu), WV (Mi-
ramar)

Watching this movie, I was reminded of the
movie within Robert Altman’s satire, Z7Z%e
Fhaper: While the film has a fair handle on
the droll humor, it ditches the absurdist but
brilliant ending for something disappointingly
happy and sappy. Pshaw. At least the large
budget and decades of special effects evolu-
tion didn’t eliminate all the quitky and
clunky charm of the original TV series. Mar-
tin Freeman is Arthur Dent, a sluggish and
unadventurous Brit moping about in his
bathrobe, who is rescued by his alien friend
Ford Prefect (Mos Def) just before the Earth
is demolished to make room for a Hy-
per-Space Bypass. The two find themselves
teaming up with Zaphod Beeblebrox (a dou-
bly addle-headed Sam Rockwell), the annoy-
ingly added love interest Trillian, and Marvin
the Manically Depressed Robot (Alan Rick-
man) as they scoot across the universe in a
stolen spaceship possessing the wonderful Im-
probability Drive, to find the question to the
answer of Life, The Universe, and Everything.
There are genuinely funny bits, but the
movie’s general restraint and awful ending
made me sigh, realizing that the unimagina-
tive Vogons at Disney Corp. had won again.
(Garth Jennings, US/UK, 2005, 109min,
En/Ch subs)

New Last Week

Bad Education (HZEZ(EX)

THEATERS: Eng & Ch subs: President, Chang Chun; Ch subs

only: WV (Xinyi)

Gael Garcia Bernal, like Banderas in
Almodovar’s eatly films, fills his
homme/femme-fatale role(s) with sexuality,
passion, delusion, and deceit. The plot,
melodramatic as always and far beyond the
scope of this short summation, involves
boyhood love and friends, abuse, blackmail,
erotic memory, false identities and movies,
and is convulsively layered but linear in its
revelations. Almodovar’s script and supetb
direction is always spot on, the cast more
than rises to the challenges, and not once
does the stew of a story bubble out of
control and boil over. (Pedro Almodovar,
Spain, 2004, 106min, Sp/Ch. subs)

Terkel in Trouble (7 \{%‘\ )2 I EESE)
THEATERS: Majestic, Chang Chun

This is a profane Danish film about the
troubles of poor sixth-grader Terkel, who
believes himself to be misunderstood by
everyone. Thankfully it lacks ironic distance,
and, though exaggerated, it explores the
problems we all faced without flinching away
from the nasty bits. (Kresten Vestbjerg
Andersen, Thorbjorn Christoffersen & Stefan
Fjeldmark, Denmark, 2004, 78min, Dan/Ch
subs)

Coach Carter (REi#1EH)

THEATERS: Shin Shin, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex, Spring
Cinema Galaxy

Samuel Jackson is the coach at the centre, a
successful business who takes on the
challenge of turning a losing team of misfit
boys at the impoverished high school of his
youth into a winning team of men ready to
take their places in society. His lessons are
not only for the basketball court but for life
itself and he enforces them with a rigid
protocol that includes academic performance,
provoking the biggest plot point. The film is
well-intentioned with laudable messages about
pride and work, but its tendentiousness is
also its biggest fault, bogging the movie
down when it should be leaping high.
(Thomas Carter, US, 2005, 136min, En/Ch
subs)

SSL)EUN]

Fantastic Four (&
THEATERS: Governor, Showtime, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex,
Spring Cinema Galaxy, Hoover

A high gloss comic movie that moves in fits
and starts thanks to clumsy, roughshod
editing and takes most of its time in
pointless buildup for a payoff that never
really arrives. All the petty bickering between
the four is just so much fluff that when
Doctor Doom finally shows up it’s a relief
that the movie gets down to brass tacks and
tries to deliver the goods. It doesn’t, partly
because, unlike in the Spiderman series, there
is no emotional attachment, and Jessica Alba
in skintight outfits or her underwear is no
substitute. (Tim Story, US, 2005, 105 min,
En/Ch subs)

Son of the Mask (/]>5E HLJEE%)

THEATERS: Shin Shin, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex, President
This dreary, sordid, and Carrey-less sequel is
watchable only by the supreme masochist.
(Lawrence Guterman, US, 2005, 94min, En/Ch
subs)

Theater locations - - - - - -~~~ - - oo

Tel: (02) 27572345
Breeze ({#/ilF&)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(BRI B — B 39 %),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador (&

Tel: (02) 23611222
Carnival (G5#E)
Cinemark (% X IEZH) 52 Emei St (IKIEHET 52 5%
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Rd Tel: (02) 23889948
[Ejhm/\{ﬁﬁgmﬁx 38 5% B1), in the liv- Hoover (5£3E)

ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang St
Tel: (02) 3762-2001 (ELTHREH 2 Ex 89 5%)
Mei Hua (f5710) Tel: (02) 23315067

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hopi Majestic (E#:E)
AL R S 8 63 it 2 1

Tel: (02) 27372295
Warner Village, Xinyi
GERETE3)

16-18 Song shou Rd
(EALTTIARSER 16218 5F)

Tel: (02) 2331-2270
President (i)

59, Sec 1, Zhonghua Rd
(BALT PR 1 &59;}5)
Tel: (02) 2388-5576

88 Chengdu Rd (njhmﬁk—gﬁ%‘ 88 5f)

116 Hanzhong St (B LTHERE 116 57)

Showtime [El%F}T]

87, Sec 2, Wuchang

(AL REH 2 B 875["‘]

Te\ (02] 2331-5256

Spring Cinema Galaxy [ﬁ‘ﬁ@]

10F, 52 Hanzhong St ((%EF'&J 52 5% 10 ##2) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel: (02) 2381-1339

- North Taipei —
Chang Chun (E#)
172 Chang Chun Rd 200,
(BALTRER 172 55

Tel: (02] 2507-4141

Governor (HE)

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
uitmrgzﬁﬁﬁﬁ%?EQZlQ'fi

Te\ (02] 2741-5991

Scholar (£:%)

176 Changchun Rd (JR&EE 176 5%)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

Shin Shin UiiEHE)
247 linsen N Rd

(AL RIS 4 B2 200 %)

Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (3HFin)

3, lane 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(& ALTTREATIRRE 4 B2 136 4 3 %)
Tel: (02) 23686839

Ju Xing (EE%IZK 2]

1F, 36, ngchon

(GALH R 36 5}“ 1#)

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —

(G AL 247 57) Ha La (5H1)
Tel: (02) 2537-1889 6F, 72, Sec 3, Kon Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House G2 (&L HiIEE % &2 72 5% 6 1)
Tel: (02) 2633511
Tel: (02) 27782591 Warner V'Ilage Miramar
— South Taipei — (EFEEER
Bai Lao Hui (F#[E) 69F 22, jm Ye 3rd
Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (;:.;H:rhlfF e = 229)’5691‘§)

Tel: (02) 8161-1500
Warner Village, Tienmu
tﬁfﬂﬁ@i*ﬁll

202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(ujtlllmnfﬁﬁk B 202 %% 4 1)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300
Yang Ming (579))
113 Wenlin Rd (STRRE 113 5F)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636




Recording indigenous voices

Kimbo's triumph, and why the GIO shouldn't make music

BY DAVID FRAZIER
ﬁ BOUT THREE years ago when Tai-

wan's music industry sales were plum-

meting, the island's most important
music company for rock, Rock Records ({ﬁE
H4%), dissolved Magic Stone (BEAENEFT), i
sub-label charged with finding up-and-comers
in the underground and bringing them to a
bigger market. It was just one example of
the middle falling out of the market, but re-
cently, out of that diaspora has come a fairly
wonderful album, Kimbo's (#{# K) 7z 2
Flash (K)A]), a major indie hit of old-timey
Haiyang blues that's sold 10,000 copies so far.
It was also the first release of Wild Fire Mu-
sic (P kK 444E), a promising, new independent
music company specializing in aboriginal mu-
sic.

In early May, the Government Informa-
tion Office (GIO) enlisted the aid of the in-
die-pop label Swingjack Records and an indie
collective called the Taiwan Music Culture In-
ternational Alternation Association, or Yin Xie
(F 1), to release a double CD set called
Tarwan Huz (5181E), a barely listenable col-
lection of songs in Hakka, Hoklo, and several
aboriginal languages with the few decent
songs scattered amidst 18 tracks of clashing
gentes.

What Zz/wan /Hua has in common with
In a2 Flasth is that both are visions of what's
special about Taiwan and Tailwanese music.
Zarwan Hua fails because it's unvarnished
propaganda, and the unfortunate thing is that
its producers never realized that. In a Taiwan
where the government plays a huge role in
arts funding - including indie music - it's im-
portant to look at how the government can
breed a vibrant cultural community, since it's
going to spend the money anyway.

The crucial difference is this: when the
government insists on creative control, it's
bound for failure - that's what happened with
Zanvan Hwaz, but when the government cre-
ates conditions in which artists and producers
can thrive, the results can be rich - Wild
Fire's new Kimbo album is an example.

But first, about Kimbo, it's pretty amazing to
think that a senior singer like this, who is a
legend of sorts here in Taiwan, would not be
able to put out his first real solo album until
after he was already snowy haired at the age
of 55. Kimbo is a pianist of elaborate, pi-
ano-bar jazz flourishes and singer in whose
rich, booming voice you can hear an odd ap-
propriation of swing crooners like Bing Cros-
by with traditional aboriginal wailing poking
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through. He was born in Taidong and in his
early 20s became known as a singer in the
1970's. He was also an activist, helping to
found some of Taiwan's first aboriginal rights
groups and government agencies and in fact

arguing that Taiwan's indigenous people
should be called "aborigines" and not sZzad-
ren (J11# N), or mountain people, as was

previously the case. But he was always best
known for his music, which had an individual
magic that influenced the popular music of
his day.

"He did make some recordings, but not
what you would call a real solo album," said
Wild Fire's Chen Yong-long (FH7Ki#E). "Now,
those recordings can be very hard to find. So
we were very excited about publishing this.
The newest song is from 2001, but others go
back to the 1970's."

The recording was however all done re-
cently, and the CD is set in a small, hard-
bound booklet - almost like a volume of po-
etry - with lyrics, a short bio, black and
white photos covering the vyears, and the
singer's own notes on the inspiration behind
cach of the songs included. All of it is trans-
lated into English, and well-translated at that.
It's a wonderful way to gain access to Kim-
bo's music, which consists of some of the
most meaningful lyrical tales around relating
to the voyage of Taiwan's aborigines, songs
of social change, and various homage to the
spiritual aspect of nature with which aborig-
ines view Taiwan's native soil.

According to Chen, Wild Fire has wanted
to begin producing albums for some time,
but has so far only managed this one. Fol-
lowing the demise of Magic Stone around
three years ago, the company was founded by
two former employees, Xong Ru-xian (HE[RE)),
who had worked on albums by top tier abo-
riginal singers Samingad and Difang at Magic
Stone, and Nakaw (ffZ74[0).

"Basically, after Magic Stone, they just
wanted to keep doing music in any way they
could," said Chen, who came on a year ago
and is now Wild Fire's third employee. In
the carly stages that meant festivals, especially
reviving the erratically held Taipei Indigenous
Poem and Melody Festival (IR W 24 )
two years ago in 2003. Before then, it had
not happened since 1999.

"Government support was really important
for those," said Chen. "The festivals couldn't
have happened without it, and it was only a
little money. By government standards, we
were asking for a pretty small budget."

Kimbo's In a Flash (above)
and Taiwan Hua.

There's more,
but let's stop
there and con-

sider Wild Fire
a mostly boot-
strapping success
story.

And  ZZiwan
HHuz its corresponding failure. This unfortu-
nate album resulted from a government com-
petition that is now annual, the Taiwan Com-
petition for Songs in the Mother Tongue ({5
ﬁ;fl B Bl F EL #2). Swingjack and  Yin
Xie came to be involved through public bid-
ding, but the problem they encountered once
they were awarded the project was that all
the singers were decided - the competition
winners - and all that was left to do was
record them.

The competition is an obvious and weak
stab at Taiwan identity according to the cur-
rently sanctioned government regime for cul-
ture, which conceives of "Taiwanese" as con-
sisting of aborigines, Hakka, Minnan peoples,
and mainland immigrants (who are not includ-
ed in this competition) and nothing more.
Songs selected exhibit existing stereotypes:
Hakka songs are about family and nostalgia
for the old days; the Taiwanese awardees sing
sappy love ballads; and aboriginal musicians
contribute modernized chanting with either
new age or soft rock backdrops. There is al-
so a smattering of hip hop and a trance-art
album cover. One guesses they were trying to
be "progressive," but it comes off as generic.
Unfortunately, the Mother Tongue Awards are
now heading into their second year. And
even as cultural propaganda, there is nothing
to celebrate.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

% Miyavi - "Who Am I" Asia
Tour Concert
(2005%ft-miyavi-[ Fe A [T IS )

July 14 at 6:30pm

Y17 Taipei Youth Recreation Center (Y17&k
DB

#17, Sec 1, RenAi Rd, Taipei (Hibii{-Eks—
BT5R)

Tickets: NT$1600

The first stop of Miyavi 's concert tour, and
a fan meeting will be held after the concert.
Don't miss it whether you joined it last year
or not!

% % 2005 Taipei Children's

Arts Festival

July 16-August 13

Daan Forest Park (KZZ#x#R/A\E)

Tel: (02) 2736-5982

Web: http://kids.culture.gov.tw (for English
version click on the blue kite at the bottom
left corner)

Tickets: on sale through the ERA ticketing
system, prices for performances run from NT
$150-200

This year's fest has 18 open-air performances
by local and international theatre groups in a
variety of venues. The festival boasts premier
performances of the acclaimed plays “Three
Cat Cookies,” "Let's Go To The Big Island,”
and "When The Fairy Meets The Devil." Of
particular note is an appearance by the
South Korean theatre group Tuida performing
"Sweet Story In A Big Book," which won the
Best Performance Award at the 2004 ASSITEJ
International Performing Arts Festival For
Children. As 2005 marks the 200th anniver-
sary of the birth of fairy tale teller extraor-
dinaire Hans Christian Andersen, this year's
festival has several events themed around
the famous writer and his work. Among
these is an innovative performance by North-
ern lIreland's Big Telly Theatre Company of
"The Little Mermaid" that is staged in a
swimming pool and involves black lights and
water ballet. Aside from the theatre aspect

of the festival other events include Par-
ent-Child Dress-up, Taipei Graffiti Fairy Tales,
and Art Train, a tour of twenty of Taipei's
best museums.

% Summer Aquarian Beach

Party

July 23

Baishawan (F71#)

Web: www.summer-aquarian.com

It's another all-night (and on into the next
morning) beach party at Baishawan, which is
about 20 minutes by bus from Danshui MRT
station. Looks like there will be three main
arenas, the first one with hip hop DJs BUG,
CHOYCE KUTZ, WAYNE, MARCUS MAURICE, TY,
and special guest DJ MOTIV8 from The Black
Eyed Peas. The second one will be house-on-
ly with DJs KAY, 006, MICHAELPHONIC,
D'JONES, NINA, HOOKER, SL, COFFEY,
PHILIX66, and AKIRA. The third stage is dom-
inated by DJs from theLOOP w/ DARYL, REA-
SON, VERTIGO, and JOE HO, as well as DJs
VICTOR, JIMMY, ANTHANY, GRAVITY, breaks
DJ KAORU, drum n bass DJ SPYKEE, and
trance DJs STANLEY and DANIEL. This one's
gonna cost you NT$200, but for the environ-
mentally conscientious, it's free-return the
trash and recycling bags provided upon entry
filled to the brim when you leave, and get a
full refund.

% Hohaiyan Rock

2005

July 20-24

Fulong Beach

Web: www.hohaiyan.com

Tickets: free

This annual beach music festival, featuring
and indie music competition and since last
year a big-time lineup of international bands,
has grown to huge proportions under the
Taipei County Government and sponsors like
Uni-President. Announcements revealing the
line-up for this year's performances are still
being released online, but we can go ahead
and tell you the international acts will be
BLACK REBEL MOTORCYCLE CLUB (US),

PEACHES (US), VINCENT GALLO (US), the
BOOM BOOM SATELLITES (Jp), MELISSA AUF
DEL MAR (US), and BASEBALL (AUS). The pro-
gram for the first day of the festival is out
as well, and the acts include SODAGREEN (#f
§T#%), B JACK and THE BLUES SPECIAL (A&
B%/2]), THE HOHAK BAND (474 %448%), BIUNG (F
7= J8), and VINCENT GALLO. There will also
be a highly touted indie film fest (see Film).

YwFormoz Festival 2005

Jul 29-31

Taipei Children's Recreation Center, Yuanshan
Park (HALminz S s E G4rbul, Bl LA E)

Web: www.formoz.com

Tickets: 3-day pass (including pre-party at
The Wall on July 28) NT$1500, NT$1200 in
advance; 1-day pass NT$900 at the door; all
tickets are on sale through the artsticket sys-
tem online and at Eslite, Kingstone, and
Hi-life stores.

Organized by the TRA Music Corporation, For-
moz has been an annual independent music
event since 1995. Originally focused on local
talent, the festival began inviting international
acts in 2001, and this year there are also quite
a number of big hitters from the US, the UK,
Japan, and Hong Kong. Acts for the 29th include
headliner MOBY (US), KEMURI (Japan), TRANSI-
TION (UK), and TIZZYBAC, WANG FU (i %&),
HEISHOU NAKAXI (L FJH-R78-T. A %4k%), and
PEPPERCAT (##f5) from Taiwan. On the 30th
it's KISHIDAN (%% ) and RICO from Japan,
at17 from Hong Kong, LISA LOEB (believe or
not) from the US, and CHTHONIC (PY#E%4H]),
CLIONE-INDEX, JIAO LIAN (###), and hip hop
group DA XI MEN (k&E[9) from Taiwan. On the
last day it's THE BACK HORN, THE VICKERS,
ROLLY POLLY RAG BEAR and LAST TARGET
from Japan, PIXEL TOY from Hong Kong, LI
JIA-QIANG (Z£55%) and LI YU-HUAN (Z=R§%F)
in a HK-Taiwan duo, and ZIBET (ffiZi%%) and
EMILY (3 Z#[) from Taiwan.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE3)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(REMTHRRE = B 7155448

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs, DVDs
playing every day. Live bands perform at
least three or four nights a week, from 9:30pm.
Cover varies for special shows. Thursdays: NEW
DECISION QUARTET (f [ ffF-1-44H]), involves gui-
tar, tenor sax, bass, and drums, NT$300 mini-
mum. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS (% &4 65 1 4%
[#]), piano, tenor sax, alto sax, bass, and drums,
NT$350, w/ drink. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES &
GU-HAO (JBE7#IMUEZ & T k), a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$350 w/ drink.

% Citizen Cain

(KRB

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (HLiHTHREE67557)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your
instruments or just enjoy the jam, 9:30pm-12am
Fridays: A rotation of local and foreign DJs.

Festival

Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG, dancin' and
groovin' with the "big dawg,” 10pm-1am. Sun-
days: Poetry open mic, 7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room

(INE RS

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&AL
TURER5 RT3

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(HiEBE 5 %47%), the latest new bands from the
local college music scene, 8:30pm - 10:30pm,
NTS 100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA ISLAND JAM w/
The RIDDIM OUTLAWS, a Japanese reggae band,
8:30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop (‘£
B g)15), open mic for art films from 8pm,
followed by readings, and performances. All
musicians welcome, but make sure to book
in advance. Fri, Jul 15: WHITE WABBIT
RECORDS PRESENTS (%##] = 4%E7%), per-
formers include DOODLE (Jif%1), COCOMU (=
n[ 5.2 %), and 393B1 for a taste of local in-
die rock cuisine, 10pm - 1am, NT$100 (NT
$50 off entry if you bring one of the bands'
CDs.). Sat & Sun, Jul 16, 17: POLISH JOKE -
a comedy by DAVID IVES (#5522 1K), a hi-
larious yet thoughtful examination of ethnic
identity and the eternal American search for
"roots,” Jul 16 show at 7:30pm; Jul 17 show at
3:00pm and 7:30pm, NT $200, reserve early,
only 70 seats per show! Fri, Jul 22: DGS (k
#iff), three guys filled with pure punk and
angst; and CHILDREN SUCKER (% §l), a
catchy Taiwanese band serving up local punk,
10pm - 12am, NT$100. Sat, Jul 23: MAMA
AFRICA NIGHT, drummers and dancers have
come together to share the spirit of what is
"African” with the people of Asia, 10pm -
12am, NT$200.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GERRIIESE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (& K&z MERE—
f8#), intersection of Xinhai Rd

and Xinsheng S Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

The coffee shop and performance venue at
the nation's top college. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Thu, Jul 14, 21, 28: LIS-
TEN TO THE MUSIC | WROTE - lan (2K E23k 511
# - —JC), piano and guitar Urhan Folk style,
3pm, no cover. Fri, Jul 15: RICHFARMER (Hf&
{744#), a funk and disco band w/ a variety
of genres in its repertoire, 8:00pm, NT$250.
Sat, Jul 16: FALL IN LOVE WITH PIANO -
ZHANG ZU-KANG SOLO RECITAL (3RiiH 5% -5
ZEfij 2= @), sometimes low and gentle and
sometimes high and passionate, ZHANG is
good at swinging between classical and con-
temporary music, 3:00pm, no cover. Sat &
Sun, Jul 16, 17: TAIWANESE ELVIS PRESLEY-
HUANG HUI-HONG (& #%5F - #kah), the
show includes Taiwanese old songs, the reap-
pearance of Elvis Presley, and the presenta-
tion of Huang's new songs. Huang's
out-of-print albums will be on sale to raise
funds. Seats limited, reserve early. Jul, 16
show at 8:00pm; Jul 17 show at 3:00pm,
both shows no cover. Fri, Jul 22: HEARTFELT
CREATIONS OF MIRROR BAND (JHE §% %% & Mirror
B0 Bl fE), a vision-disabled music group
who is full of sensibility and strong music
potentialities, 8pm, NT$300. Sat, Jul 23:
JAZZY BON (JAZZY BON f£3-1-%44H]), standard
jazz and latin jazz, 3pm, no cover. Sat, Jul
23: ROCCO BAND, a group of jazz enthusiasts
striving for a brand- new style and feeling in
the genre, 8pm, no cover. Sun, Jul 24: THE
REQUEST STATION OF MIND (.[ME&EZEFEUL), a
radio drama performed by BUFFET (J/\NRZ4[E]),
performed by arts postgraduates of PCCU,
3pm, NT$250.

 Riverside Music Cafe
(TAREE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(G LT RS 3P 24475 25B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT
$250, Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise
noted. Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam.
Thu, Jul 14: JOANNA; BIBI (jiffi.zE%) & BAND,
alternative, folk rock, metal, w/ release of
BIBI's new EP. Sat, Jul 16: BACKQUARTER (/'Y
434#) MINI CONCERT, rock, heavy metal. Sun,
Jul 17: THE BAND OF MERCY SHOW, perform-
ers include THE KING OF PLANETS and THE
BEATLE BAND (H &%), pop. Tue, Jul 19:
SPRING SUN (% H), rock ;CRIMSON (#E%L),
pop. Wed, Jul 20: TRIPLE G CUP (=#F%t),
rock; COACH (##%), funkrock. Thu, Jul 21:
DONG YUN-CHANG (#i# E ), a famous and
professional guitarist w/ a fresh style. Fri,
Jul 22: REAL COLLECTIVE JAZZ QUARTET (&%
+-PUEEZz), without showy electric sounds, RE-
AL COLLECTIVE plays simple and unadorned
jazz. Sat, Jul 23: R.A.Y. BAND, a classic
rock tribute band, rock n' roll, country, rock
ballads. Sun, Jul 24: SMILE EGG, playing new
songs.

yShannon
(FE)

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

6, Dunhua N. Rd. (Zft]LEz65%)
Tel: (02) 2772-0948

This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Fridays:
house band RUBBERBAND, pub rock, covers.
Saturdays: house band LADDER BAND, house,
grunge, pop. NT$250 w/ drink. Thurs, Jul 14:
CREEPY SUSAN & TARRY BUSH, alternative
and bluegrass.

% Underworld

(T ikEr)

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei ({&dbrikliAR4555%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. *Starting from July, 2005,
live shows are indefinitely suspended.

% The Wall

(EiE)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&dbiigeiT
TR PU E£2005%B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Thur,
Jul 14: LOCA 13, a latin dance night for in-
terested learners or long-time lovers that
gets rolling (gently) around 9pm. Fri, Jul 15:
SEMISCON (fifh4-22 \ B2 4% ), an internation-
al prize-winning a cappella group, 8:30pm,
NT$300, NT$250 in advance. Sat, Jul 16: 1st
CONCERT OF NEW ALBUM OF CHTHONIC (E4
T EE (EETER) £ EEY), sym-
phonic black metal, 8:30pm, NT$400.

% Witch House

(ZZRRJE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&dbmidr
A TS 3B 5648 755)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission
is NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Jul 14: GANACHE (}
fMEF), with a Spanish-raised female vocalist
who is characterized by her free and lazy
voice; MS. STOCKINGS (###%/)\H), folk. Fri,
music. Sat, Jul 16: CHEN MING-ZHANG ([#HA
#), a Taiwanese folk poet. Thu, Jul 21: ZHANG
XUAN (5E%%), Britpop. Fri, Jul 22: YE SHU-YIN
& BAND (2 fgf g F1 0t (9 8% ), from double
folk guitars to gorgeous electric sounds, YE
and 3 top artists are cooking up a brand-new
flava. Sat, Jul 23: DONG YUN-CHANG GUITAR
RECITAL (ifiE & 5 b5 Zs), solo guitar and
guitar duets.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&L
JERERR—EE85fEB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of
the house and techno variety. Fridays: NT
$500 w/ drink or NTS$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink or
NTS$300 w/ drink b4 1am. Fri, Jul 15: USED 1st
ANNIVERSARY PARTY, w/ DJs CHEWIE, CRIM-
SON, DANIEL, STANLEY, ANTHANY, USED, TIM,
and A-TAO, NT$500, NT$350 b4 12am. Sat,
Jul 16: DOUBLE TAG, the 2nd edition of
AXD's anniversary party, w/ DJs spinning two
at a time. Line-up is DJs TEEDY & JOE,
TIGER & STONE, VICTOR CHENG & JIMMY
CHEN, and ERIC HUANG & GRAVITY. NT$600,
NT $400 in advance. Sat, Jul 23: BACK IN
THE DAYS, back in the days of Texound, that
is, playing classic techno all night long, NT
$600, NT$400 in advance.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei (&1L
TR IUEL981 1)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle
of the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednes-
days: CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FAN-
CY, and 26 spinning house, breaks, and
hip hop. Fridays: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS,
w/ DJs MARCUS AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and
a special guest spinning block party, funkol




ogy, electric boogaloo, rocksteady and future
classics, purportedly mixing the 5 elements of
hip hop: DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti,
and Knowledge, NT $350 w/ drink, or w/ 2
drinks b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted, no
cover. 2nd Saturday every month: Love Groove
w/ DJs: ®LLEN, DA, NINA, house, funk, Latin,
old skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500. 3rd and 5th Sat-
urday every month (Jul 16, 30): A-ONE Party w/
special guest DJ VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars
DJ EDMUND (AAAportlS, TW) & JIMMY CHEN (AXD,
TW) playing Soulful House, Funky Grooves and
Electro Twisted.

% Lava Bar

B1, #86 Songren Rd. (FA{}%86%%B1)

Tel: (02) 8780-3867

This flashy club is in the Neo 19 building next
to Warner Village and shares an entrance with
Alexander Health Club. There's no lava, but
there are some very ember-like red lights. Music
tends to be hip hop and R&B.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (Jb
TSR PR VY EE201 97 70

Tel: (02) 2772-1000. Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria main
ballroom, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and more. No sandals or flip-flops.
Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights, "Fresh” w/ hip
hop and reggae in the Galleria, and "Sugar" w/
house music in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men,
or free b4 10pm, ladies free all night w/ a spe-
cial express line. Third Wednesday of each
month (Jul 20): 3RD Heaven Ladies Night, "fresh”
hip hop, R&B, and reggae in the Galleria, ladies
free, men NT$400 w/ drink. Thursdays: “Live
Thursday,” live reggae from RED-I & THE RIDDIM
OUTLAWZ, NT$400 w/ 2 drinks, free b4 10pm.
Second Friday of each month: 2 LEGIT PARTY,
hip hop, R&B, reggae, w/ an hour of old skool
80's and 90's hip hop a la MC Hammer. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT$600, NTS$400 b4 11pm, free
b4 10pm unless otherwise noted. Fri, Jul 15:
TRANCEFOREVER-THE ONE, w/ DJ JON B. and
live vocals from AMANDA. Sat, Jul 16: Yoshitoshi
presents DJ KAl & DJ RAJIK (US) in the Lotus,
tech-house and house; DJ T-Bone & Goldfish +
Too Phat (Malaysia) in the Galleria, hip hop. %
Fri, Jul 22: Godskitchen presents DARREN EMER-
SON (UK), best known as a former member of
the famous electronica-trio UNDERWORLD, Darren
Emerson has since gone solo. Sat, Jul 23: DJ
Biggz in the Galleria.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&b L gEEE
Z 831057 K EEH )

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its Taipei
location in April 2004. It's a huge club in its
own building (in Neihu), with a booming sound
system, and resident DJs Buff Wise, Damian Yu,
Tony, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop. Wednes-
days: Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or NT$200 b4
11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop Night, hip hop
in the main room, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fri-
days: Bikini Girls Night, NT $600, NT $350 b4
11pm, girls in bikinis free all night. Saturdays:
Residents Party. Cab fare up to NT$200 is de-
ductible on entry, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm. %
Fri, Jul 15: ICE-T & AFRIKA-ISLAM (US), NT$700,
NT$500 b4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd,
Taipei (HAbi/\fEES4R 13857 1242)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door, Plush.
But the crowd is younger, B boy, break dance,
and American hip hop. Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays: LADIES 100,
ladies NT$100 all you can drink, men NT$500 all
you can drink. Fridays and Saturdays, ladies NT
$350 w/ drink, men NT$500 w/ drink. Fri, Jul
15: Zoom of Drum, a drum n bass event with
special guest DJ AKI (Japan), and supporting DJs
MYKAL, DINO, and SPYKEE, men NT$600, ladies
NT$450.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd,
Taipei (HALTHT/\fEHE4PL138571242)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a panoram-
ic view of Taipei from the top of the Core Pa-
cific Mall, it attracts a crowd with elements of
the stylish, the youngish and the overseas Chi-
nese. Pop and hip hop on the sound system.
Sunday to Tuesday and Thursdays: minimum
charge NT$350. Wednesdays: LADIES 9, men NT
$350, ladies free all night, ladies free w/ 2
drinks b4 11pm. Jul 22: Bikini Party.

% Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building (&L
TIRATEI2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the celeb/beau-
tiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is open nightly,
and the Room 18 dance club area is open
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Wednesdays:
Lady's Night, men NT$500 w/ drink, women free.
Saturdays: MINI SKIRT NIGHT, free entrances for
those sporting mini skirts. Fridays and Saturdays:
NTS$700, full entrance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
JCr el LIRS 1 B 1555 B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything could
happen. This late night (and often last) stop
on the party express offers music that's a bit
dancier than at its sister club Roxy 99, but al-
ways including some rock. Open Fridays, Satur-
day and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150 af-
ter 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&dk
T B R % —F24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though other
styles appear. Cover charge is all-you-can-drink.
Sunday to Wednesday, men NT$450, ladies NT
$250. Thursdays: BIKINI NIGHT, dance contest,
men NT $600, ladies free, ladies dressed ac-
cordingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Fridays:
G-STRING NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. Saturdays: MINI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500,
ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accordingly get 2
free Smirnoff Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JA-
MAICA VIBE, w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the O-
LIVERS (Jamaica and Canada), better known as
THE O-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM,  dropping
dancehall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd
bit of French hip hop. This is a reggae night
with loyal followers, so youre guaranteed de-
cent music and a predictable crowd. Men NT
$500, ladies NT300.

Classical

% Chinatrust Summer Con-
cert-New York Symphonic En-

semble

Jul 14 at 7:30pm

Novel Hall (#r#E+), 3-1, Songshou Rd (FAF:EE
3-15%)

Tel: (02) 2722-4302

Conducted by Mamoru Takahara, the New York
Symphonic Ensemble will perform works by
Mozart and Beethoven. Hector Falcon is fea-
tured on the violin, and Edmundo Ramirez is
featured on viola.

% 6th Taipei

Choral Festival

July 17-24 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall (%%
Tel: (02) 2773-3691

Tickets: NT$300-1500

This year's program features the Finnish group
Rajaton on the 17th, the Parahyangan Catholic
University Choir from Indonesia on the 18th,
the Orfeon Chamber Choir from Turkey on the
19th, the Slovenian girls' choir Carmina
Slovenica on the the 20th, groups from Tai-
wanese middle and elementary schools on the
21st, the Danish jazz group Vocal Line on the
22nd, the Winnipeg Singers from Canada on
the 23rd, and a final group performance on
the 24t.

International

LEE)

% Chicago

Jul 12-17 at 7:30pm; Jul 16, 17 at 2:30pm
National Theatre (%2 5%5%5¢), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (HJbmidLFERE21.215%)
Tickets: NT$800-4800

The musical based on the recent hit film of
intrigue and romance in a roaring 20s Chicago
cabaret.

% Face Two

(WHFE - Hm75)

Fri, Jul 15 at 7:30pm; Sat, Jul 16 at 2:30pm
and 7:30pm; Sun, Jul 17 at 2:30pm

National Experimental Theatre (% & i#5E),
21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbiidLFEE
#21.215%)

Tel: (02) 2252-6123

Web: www.wrde.com.tw

Tickets: NT$400

Water Reflection Dance Ensemble (7K #E£E)
takes the "double-sided stitching" of traditional
Hunan embroidery as its inspiration for this
piece, allowing the audience to see two sides
of a performance--frontstage and backstage.

% % Cirkus Inferno

July 15-17 at 7:30pm; July 16, 17 at 2:30pm
Metropolitan Hall (&ZdbikiisEs)

Tel: (02) 2392-5322, (02) 2341-9898

Tickets: NT$300-1200

The Canada and New York-based Daredevil
Opera Company are self-proclaimed “thrill
clowns,"drawing inspiration for their brand of
physical comedy from silent film, vaudeville,
animation, circus, and mythology. The produc-
tion being performed in Taiwan, Cirkus Inferno,
is centered around the story of Lucky and La-
dy, two troublemakers that provide more than
enough entertainment (and pyrotechnics) for
wacky clown-lovers of all ages.

Y Buenos Aires

Sat, Jul 23 at 2:30pm and 7:30pm
National Experimental Theatre (%% Ea5E)

Almost to - injury
Coz Freestylers rock it like

DJ Aston Harvey of the Freestylers

|
PHOTO:  LUXY

BY QUEEN B

THE FIRST time | heard about the Freestylers was their e Rock Hore
album back in '99. It was recommmended to me by a British promot-
er guy who swore it was the hottest party music in London at that
fime. | found the album actually rocked pretty hard and it ended up
rotating it heavily info my "pary picks" for quite a while. Compared
to the other, then-popular British rock-influenced breakbeat/big-beat
artists such as Prodigy and The Chemical Brothers, Freestylers' music
sounds a lot funkier and definitely caters more to the dance floor. As
the name suggests, their music is not confined fo a cerain style.
They are a band, consisting of a full thythm section, DJs, MCs and
vocdlists. The music they play is based on breakbeat, but anything
else can go into their mix: hip hop, big beat, raga, and drum n'
bass.

Although the whole 12-piece band didnt show at Luxy last Friday,
Jul. 8, which was kind of a shame, DJ Aston Harvey and MC Sir Re-
al st managed to exhaust the dance floor pretty much on their
own. Being the group's main brain, Aston Harvey's selection of tracks
was even more 'freestyle" than | thought, from hip hop, electro,
drum 'n' bass, and breakbeat to reggae, house, and acid house, dll
fluidly mixed with a heavy focus on the bass that made the dance
floor jump up and down. The muscular, black MC Sir Real compli-
mented the whole thing nicely with prolific vocal skills and body lan-
guage, at the same fime captivating Taiwanese groupies with his
killer smiles. Although the room started getting a lot less packed half
way through the gig (and leff us more room to dance, yeah!), but
there's no doubt that those who came prepared to boogie were not
let down. As for me, it was an absolutely a remarkable night, coz
Freestylers got me dancing so hard | almost twisted my ankle!

>>>>>>>>>>>>>UPCOMING:

"Come Out & Dance" @ Ima in Taoyuan (Friday, Jul. 15):
This monthly session has been the most daring night at Club Ima for
some time, boasting the most cufting-edge dance music in Taoyuan
City. Residents @I, Fion, and Jimmy Five are joined by guest DJ Vic-
tor Cheng this Friday. House, breakbeat, and techno fans are all
welcome. Ima is at B1, 16, Chunghwa Rd., Taoyuan (fkETHHZERS16
BEBT). Tix: NTS300.

"Trance Forever" & "Yoshitoshi Asia Tour' @ LUXY (Friday &
Saturday, Jul. 15 & 16):

DJ Jon B and vocdlist Amanda, both from Kaohsiung, are headlining
the party this Friday. It be a night of 100% trance, nothing more
nothing less. On Safurday, guest headliners DJs Kai & Rajik (U.S.) are
spinning house and tech/progressive house. Have no clue who they
are? That's okay, me either. Just keep in mind that they have a fa-
mous boss named "Deep Dish" and that's all that matters.
"Godskitchen" feat. Darren Emerson @ LUXY (Friday,
22):

Darren Emerson, ex-member of the famous UK dance group "Under-
world" is in town next weekend. Since departing from the group, he
has been just as successful on his own. He's not only released al-
bums on the Global Underground label and starfed his own "Under-
water' label, but he's also been headlining at huge clubs in Ibiza
and around the world. Expect a storming night of big-room electroni-
cal This guy's a heavyweight.

"Summer Aquarian" @ Baishawan (Saturday, Jul. 23):

Back for 2005 and promising you three areas of hip hop and elec-
fronic dance music at the north coast beach of Baishawan (F743),
this should be this summer's absolute not-to-miss outdoor festival. The
promoter assured me that the event definitely won't get shut down (
for illegal issues) by the cops, like "Marine Paradise," the party on Jul.
2, did. About 30 DJs are in the lineup. Log on to http://www.sum-
mer-aquarian.com for details. Time: 4pm-4am. Tix: NT$300.

Ice-T and Afrika Islam @ MoS (Friday, Jul. 15)

Affer coming out as hip hop's original gangster, doing the
rap-heavy-metal band Body Count, and then moving on to a TV
acting career, it's hard to say exactly what Ice-T has for us here, but
with Afrka Islam on board, the former Rock Steady DJ who helped
him produce e Fays (1987), it could well be the early stuff. "Six
in the morning police at my door, fresh Adidas sgeak across the
bathroom floor..." Let's hope so! Tix: NTS700, NTS500 b4 11pm.

July
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Tel: (02) 3393-9888
Tickets: NT$400

This combination lecture-concert-dance pro-

duction about the romantic city of Buenos
Aires features the contributions of accordion
historian and film director He Zhao-Ti (% &
iit), diplomat Wang Yu-Yuan (F#7C), and
milonga dancer Liu Xin-Yue (Z1.0:{%).

* Hohaiyan Music Film Festi-
val

(EEESEEIR)

July 15-23

Web: www.tdda.org/hohaiyanmff/

The Hohaiyan Music Film Festival is exactly
what it sounds like-a bunch of films that
have something to do with music. This year's
films is an eclectic lot, with showings of ev-
erything from classics like The Wall and A
Hard Day's Night to popular movies like Al-
most Famous to new music documentaries
entered for the festival. A full list of screen-
ings is posted on the website, with a map of
the various theatres articiatin.

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Art (MOCA) Taipei

(EbE R

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (&L= ZVEH395%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
MEMBRANE ONTO MAGIC (firfiiE): Curator Ri-
ta Chang applies Physics' concept of time and
space to the aesthetic experience of artists
in an attempt to explore sensation beyond
the visible. The exhibition combines a few
2-D painted-surfaces works with installation,
including an eerily wonderful moving wall of
light by Tau Ya-lun and Yan Chung-hsien's
recreation of a famous painting from the
Northern Song Dynasty in a ballroom-sized in-
stallation of pillows. Other artists include Agi
Chen, Bluephoenix New Media Art, George Ho,
Howard Chen, Cheng Hsiu-Ju, Huang Ching-Yi,
Lin Chien-Jung, Paul Chiang, and Toshihiro
Komatsu. Through Jul 24.

% National Museum of Histo-
ry

(BRI T7 2 Y8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dGLTiFdTEHE49%%)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

OLD WORDS, NEW EXPRESSIONS: Solo exhibit
for German artist Gunther Uecker (at the
German Cultural Center). Through Jul 31.
CRANE WORLD:  Joint exhibition for Yan
En-Sheng (#5/84) and Chen Jia-Sheng ([BiJjI1E%).
Through Jul 31.

FROM THE LEGEND OF LADY WHITE
SNAKE-THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE
LEIFENG PAGODA (TR :H— R 7B (g 77 i)
This exhibition is themed around the famous
legend of the White Lady, a snake who pur-
portedly transformed herself into a woman
and fell in love with a young shopkeeper. Af-
ter various incidents and encounters, she was
trapped under the Leifeng Pagoda by the
black magic of a crafty monk. Through Sep 7.
% National Palace Museum
(BRTZ e B )

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dtHiE#E
% T BE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF: This
is an exhibition of Professor Johannes Hajime
lizuka's ancient map collection. Through Aug 31.
% National Taiwan Museum
(R 5 E Y)EH)

2 Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (5Li#EME425%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of
Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

* TAIWAN IN MAPS (it:fz4i): A
rare and voluminous collection of maps of
Taiwan, including demographic maps, satellite
images, and historical maps dating to

BE THE AGE OF THE
CLOWN HAT TIMES!

| GOLDEN AGE OF THE || oF THE CLOWN HAT
CLOWN HAT...

FAME AND FORTUNE
- WILL BE YOURS ALwAYS!

+200L1EN.

pre-colonial times. Through Sep 18.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BAETILEATAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&1L
LR = Ee1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

CHEN XIAO-PENG'S SOLO EXHIBITION: Chen Xi-
ao-peng ([FMEAH) is a painter whose work is
characterized by abstract use of geometrical
shape and line, done in acrylic. Not only will
her important works since 2000 will be on
display, but there will also be a special work
for the museum. Through Jul 24.

CHILDREN'S FACES, REFLECTIONS OF THE
HEART: This solo exhibition of LIU
GUO-ZHENG's oil paintings reflects of child-
hood experiences and social and domestic re-
lationships. Through Jul 31.

MEMORIAL EXHIBITION OF CHEN HSING-WAN:
This solo exhibition is held in memory of the
late Chen Hsing-wan ([ 3% #i). Active from
the 70s until her death in 2004, her work of-
ten had a natural element to it, and she uti-
lized a wide variety of materials. Everything
from ink and oil paint to cloth and animal
skins has been seen at one time or another.
Through Aug 21.

% THE SPECTRE OF FREE-
DOM: At this moment in Italy, Taiwan is
currently sponsoring its sixth pavilion as part
of the world's most important event for con-
temporary art. At home, the museum has
created this retrospective of the past five Bi
ennales, with all the works that were shown.
Artists include Wu Ma-li, Chen Jun-jieh, Hou
Jun-ming, and a number of others. Through
Nov 6.

CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from the
permanent collection focusing on Taiwanese
artists in the 20th century. The exhibition
tries to convey how artistic concepts, trends,
and materials have changed over the course
of the century. Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

% CKS Memorial Hall

(FIEFC&E)

#21, Zhongshan S. Rd. (F1[l/Edi%215%)

Tel: (02) 2343-1118

Open: Mon-Sun, 9am-5pm

TRAVELING WITH LOVE AND WISDOM FOR

SEVENTY YEARS: This exhibition displays im-

ages of the Dalai Lama, as well as other Ti-

betan religious and cultural images. Through

Aug 7.

Home Gallery

(RE)

1F, #30-1, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 3 (tf[ljdt

% = FE30- 155 145

Tel: (02) 2591-4302

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm

JOURNEY TO KASHMIR: A cultural exhibition

focusing on Kashmir and India. Through Jul 20.

HOUSEHOLD BELONGING AND BELONGING TO

HOUSEHOLD: Joint exhibitions of Ye Zi-qi (3
Zy)and Gu He-zhong (E&f[). Through Aug 10.

*Hong Gah Museum

(JEVFF i BE)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (&1L AZi#2605%

5F)

Tel: (02)2894-2272

Open: Tue-Sun, 10:30am-5:30pm

STORYNEST 2005 SOLO SHOW-THE SPECIMEN
OF MEMORY: This is an exhibition of pho-
tographs, text, music, and pictures altered
by digital technology. Through Jul 31.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(FHEAE)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLififftimE4055%2-3
)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

SPRING ETHER COMING AND GOING (HEHEXL
7): A solo exhibition by Jun T. Lai (GEffifl).
Through Aug 6.

% Nowhere Cafe

(FT4E)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&HdbTifr
AT — BE60:1557)

Tel:(02)2362-5241

Open: Mon-Sun, 2pm-2am

FLOATING EROS (E#XiZy%#): An exhibition of
video and image works by three artists Guo
Shang-xing, Lu Ci-ying, and Wu Jun-hui, who
recycle old Hollywood, other found footage,
and make friends online. Through the end of
July.

% SLY Artspace

1F, #15-2, Lane 11, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 2
(104rf LB — B 18:15- 257 14

Tel: (02) 2561-1548

Open: Wed-Sun, 1pm-8pm

| LOVE MYSELF (FZEFkE\): This solo exhibi-
tion by Ceng Yi-Xin ({F4%%) explores selfish-
ness as the root of all human action.
Through Jul 17.

THE ADVENTURE OF THE HERO (Zijft.” fifk): Li
Si-Hui (Z=fH£E) looks at the manifestations of
our need for heroism (he cites Star Wars,
Harry Potter, and Lord of the Rings as exam-
ples) in a world dominated by technology
and materialism. Through Jul 17.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (HAETEALFRE B 2524:195731#)

Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: Tues-Sat, 11am-7pm

QIN, CALLIGRAPHY, PAINTINGS, & TEA (Z&E
KEF--FHEFZHH): This exhibition works to
bring together the arts of ink and voice with
a contemporary feel. It features ink works by
contemporary artists Yu Peng (F &), Xu
Yu-Ren (FFFy{), Huang Zhi-Yang (¥ E([%),
and Pang Kang-Long (&Zf¢f%), the paintings
of Lin Quan-Ju (#£#2JE) and Peng Hong-Zhi (
w5k &), who's known for Pavlovian
dog-themed installations, and the voice (with
classical "gin" music) art of Lin Qi-wei (#f}
®f). Through Jul 16.

* Taipei Artist Village

(G ALBIFEER)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (JLZFHif%455%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

HUMAN ZOO: A mixed media exhibition fea-
turing installation art, interactive art, dance,
and performance art. Through Jul 9.

SIGN (& %%): A solo exhibition of Patrick
Palucki's work. Installation art. Jul 16-Aug 14.
* TIVAC

(GEBIPE R EE T 0)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104#]k
TR 4552957 14%)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

WALKING OUT OF TIME: Solo photography ex-

hibition of the work of Lin Pei-xun (#K¥fl 52 ).
Through Aug 3.

% Wayang Gallery

(FERRBERT L

2F-1, #161 Yanji St. (FCiH{E16155248.21)
Tel: (02) 2776-3950

Open: Tue-Sun, 12pm-7pm

LE DON deu FLEUVE ILULISSAT PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBITION: Features the work of photogra-
phers Bernard Descamps and Marc Deneyer.
Through Aug 21.

% Wistaria House

#1, Lane 16, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec. 3 (#4:mi
% = EE165155%)

Tel: (02) 2363-7375

Open: 10am-11:30pm

A PILGRAMMAGE THROUGH THE EYES OF A
MONK: This exhibits the photography of one
of the three foreign disciples of the Venera-
ble Tenzin Legphel Priyadarshi and displays
photographs taken in India, Nepal, Tibet, and
Sri Lanka. Through Jul 15.
Activities

% Ananda Mela Yoga Festival
July 11-17

Ananda Marga Ashram ([ g 3 35305 55), Yu-
jing (£7), Tainan (&%)

Tel: (02) 2933-3035, (09) 6063-2906

Web: www.anandamela.net

Tickets: NT$7000 festival pass, NT$1500 one
day pass; students NT$4000 festival pass, NT
$1000 one day pass

The Ananda Mela is a week-long spiritual fes-
tival at the Ananda Marga Ashram near
Tainan. It provides a variety of workshops on
yoga, meditation, spirituality, natural health,
creative self-expression, and ecological living.
In the evenings, participants can enjoy per-
formances by "spiritual artists,” including Indi-
an dance, Turkish mime, aboriginal music, a
special appearance by the Taiwanese dance
troupe "A Moving Sound,” and more. The fes-
tival is kid-friendly with games, sports, na-
ture-skills lessons, and more to keep the kid-
dies busy while the grown-ups are getting
their yoga on. As a plus, the festival fea-
tures vegetarian food of all varieties, all pre-
pared according to Yogic principles and with
the help of festival participants com-
mune-style. Participants can bring their tents
or sign up for shared indoor accommodation.
More detailed information, a list of things to
bring, and a map with directions can be
found on the website.

Other

% Your big chance, Hemmingway
With a measure of skepticism, enPOTS is ac-
cepting applications for prospective freelance
book reviewers. Interested parties must on
his/her own be able to research and find
books of interest published within the last
12-15 months. Subject matter, in rough order
of priority, is: Taiwan, Asian pop culture and
novels, intellectual trends particularly rele-
vant in Taiwan (post-colonialism,  Pacific
archeology/linguistics/genetics, sinology, glob-
alism/glocalism, etc.), and liberal intellectual
trends that could in some reasonable stretch
of the imagination be pertinent in Taiwan (e.
g. anti-capitalism, media, etc). To apply,
send your first reveiw with an image of the
book cover: 700wds. Send to: davidfra-
zier@lihpao.com.
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