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Bob Fosse~fEll: #9585 John
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Iris Lee Piano Recital
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Close to Heaven, Close to You
7:30pm HALTBEE R S A (dbr /R
P = ER255%)
$300,500 ¥aTREERTEIE R
VEH T H @ FEPsalm 121-No More Tears®
Who Comes Riding~I Want Jesus To
Walk With Me-Close to You~%jskil# %
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$200 EHEREZERM0T-225-63605 5 HE
TZCZE44E]07-531-1000
EHRERA kT A 2R G
fif5E 7] _EMgwww . keso. org. twHERIHHRA
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(Vesselin Paraschkevov)-~ % & 4K ~ &5 il
RBdh 2R
wEH i H = FSHenryk Wieniawski:
Scherzo-Tarantelle,Op. 16/t & B 5k Hr
HoERGEI RS BRI S HR (Violin/ EBF
X)~Peter Ilitch Tchaikovsky:
Valse-Scherzo,Op.34/ %8 ] e £« 9k
MIEIEED (Violin/ &B¥4K) Bela
Bartok:Rhapsody, for Violin & Or-
chestra No.1,Sz.87,BB 94b/ L@ +E v :
B — AT AR
(Violin / ) Pablo de Sarasate:
Concert Fantasy on themes from
Bizet's "Carmen," for Violin & Or-
chestra, Op 25
FERIVZE R EE (Violin / BE:
R IHR7 S 5 ah K ) ~Maurice Ravel:
Tzigane/$7@fH &% 2 A (Violin / &
) Peter Ilich Tchaikovsky:

Piano Concerto No. 1 in Bb Minor, G.
124/ 55 m] F M dk - BB/ N ZR — R e = o 2=
fifi(Piano / JEZERF) .
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Shih-Yun Hsieh Violin Recita
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$300,500,800,1000,1500 ¥4 iH B [ 5 22
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TGN BRI ~ BR2EE ~ SIS ~ MMESCBR
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7:30pm BAZEREIREE BB (Experimen-
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Hua-Hsi Music Performance
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S BIECE Tk FREE (E B/
BETp

B E TR G g ) A (B
LRI R 1047755 ~ ek - RUERH) s
E/INRIEZS T 2 ) ~ e 26 (sl » /K
B CRFD ~ GETR) ~ GLREZA ) - G+
)~ (R ~ (RS 20) BB 20 i s Rk
REEERERL — NS - B () ~ Gt B
E}E%ﬁ%[ﬁ]%ﬂﬁﬂ@ (3 v JEAH R 2 A

= 7HI13H
OB BELERS ———
ERRE
Beau Soir

7:30pm B A

$200,300,500 ¥ BERE S SR
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7:30pm A ACEIZESEEE0005
$100,300,500 HAFEARERRM

A TR /SR LR - GALA S S B B %
L U DB R S5t B O R
e

v H R H ‘Edward Elgar: Introduction
and Allegro for Strings, Op. 47
(Quartet and Orchestra)~ A BN piiZ=
HEJAR > 7B M-+ ~Arcangelo Corelli:
Concerto Grosso, Op. 6, No. 8 (
Christmas Concerto)~fuHi B - Kpzifh
{EGL 7S #@%% /U~ Antonio Vivaldi: Con-
certo for Four Violins, Op. 3,

No. 1~H R AGH S/ MEE Rz 7F
it = #@5%—Jean Sibelius:Finlandi-
a-Symphonic Poem , Op. 26~7§H i1
25 TR BH > E & - X ~Peter Ilitch
Tchaikovsky: Capriccio Italien, Op.
45~ Senl KA EL  FOFIBE AR R 7 &L Y-
F~Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No
5, Op. 67+ H %75 B FIBE Al
Ot B EE-MEMRE
ERLE
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Ripple Around Sound
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BEEL+EEELE
The 50th Anniversary
CKSH-Chorus

7:30pm B E44EE
$300,500,800,1000,1200 ¥4 W BE fre £ 22
T MEANBESIERE EI(02)
23706012

Concert of
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i H HE E :Arnold Kempkens:Cruci-
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Roger BOUTRY and JOUER Band
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Asia Pacific String Quartet 2005

Concert in Spring
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i (BHEkEUGR) /Johannes Brahms:

Sonata for Cello and Piano in e mi-

nor, Op. 38 /AFHIMHYr: e/ NFAKIEER
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2005/07/18 19:30

DR $200, 500

2005/07/18 19:30 BTL &S HAH
TEBIE (T EEPE R R 345%)

$200,300, 500

2005/07/19 19:30 EEGERILAALTLE
S48 $200

2005/07/20 19:30  HKERISREE AV Ja 8
R $200

2005/07/21 19:30 HALBEIRAC&EE (B
JETHI B BRI 50555% )

$300, 500,800, 1000

2005/07/22 19:30 {5 RS SRR A 1 IR
UL EEEEE $200

2005/07/23 19:30 ZEJLHiERA S (Z L
g ARG =B 9 O $RTEL:23625321)
$300

2005/07/24 14:00 LTS %18 0 (
JErHLHERS = 51 %% TEL:25947914)

B R A\ SR GBI D T A S
B ST RIS Sk P S TE A

$300
2005/07/24 14:30 fiEfZed (SAbHE

BE B L:(02)8667-66555r 1243




@ W B 94 5% TEL23619352)
$300

2005/07/24 19:30  EEALRREE S AL HEE
I8 (AR T A 62 5%) $300
2005/07/25 19:30 BIZ & 44BE $500,
800,1000,1200,1500,2000

T hEEEREE ISR / K
FREHEf

S SERAME R ARG IEE (
Collegium Musicum, SCG) / FEfRE

B2 FGEERETEE ( San Beda College
Chorale, Philippine) / PE¥EH

T fifrArs v RAF 2 B GBI ( Children's
Chorus Cantors Divisi, Spain) / W[
GHEE R B A EE ( Pilgrim Mission
Choir, South Korea) / fafRf 7 EHIE&
& g ( Dekoor Close Harmony,
Netherlands)

02005 EARESILBBEARE
25 - HEELy

Taipei International Choral Festi-
val-Opening Conce

7:30pm B L4
$500,800,1000,1200, 1500 ¥4 i e £ 22
T SR N N SERE IR Rajatons 2K H
SFHET 6 NI SE SR RIS B - B B L
L% The Real Group 5RJJHERE > g B EU%
Lk e RRFERTEH T B4
Rajaton AN MEHIMER |

Tt [ I - R F T SR R /N AT e S EE IS
fEHE | S

7/18 (—) FIJE L& H AR E2 G IE[E] UNPAR
Choir ($300,500,800,1000,1200,1500)
ENJE R KGR E —2895 T 2003 F2E
FE R R AR F B A 2 JEUI TR El
TEERERERGES SERHP R &
N -

W EIR - R NGB E F5HE [ RS
7119 (Z) HvNERmE s g ($250)

VU 2B SR LI E R
WEH - R - P IR - KBNS
B GIEE S e fE i E SR E S
RIS E AR E RS

7/20 (=) B HBEIEZNSIEHE Orfeon
Chamber  Choir  ($300,500,800,1000,
1200,1500)

S B A2 S TR SR L ~ BB A
TR SR — B S BA B A AR
RO ENE S 843 AHRER I — s i -
W R AL AL AR F5IE / BRE S
7721 (P9) Hr/ N PR g - ($250)

S PP R B G IR LA E G ER -
J5 i e I R SRR A T
SRR N E A I -

7122 CH) FH28 8 L4518 E Vocal Line (
$300,500,800,1000,1200,1500)
FEBE GIERBEMEFESF 32 LT
+15 2285 2K H FFEERY Vocal

Line S8 FEH 15 I VUGS H7 2k BdE R
B WA T B fah > FEOR HIGH #0K !
Wi I - AR A N 4]

7123 (75) 0% K JE {8 #F Winnipeg
Singers($300,500,800,1000,1200,1500)
7R B NS KA 2 5 B T 2R Ze 3T A
PERALSE YN R B g im it B & A -
W E - R D G 55 / GREHAR
7/24 (H) PR ES4E  ($500,800,1000,
1200, 1500)
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[~ i A S E - 5 AE B S TR E
B E R AP E N E bR+
SEFTANAE o FHRFIER Y 5 8453 B8 RE LT »
e T FFE SO - SERRERITEEE T B
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REAT |

FEHE 3R - SEWME Gabor Hollerung (59
Eril)

i H :Samuel Barber: Agnus  Dei
/Roland Szentpali: Magnificat
/Handel/Szentpali: Jazz Halleluiah
T B F T T B m K
8 BE A 8 R B ANGEE S
02-27733691 B¢ E#Y . tpf.org. tw
Ot & F 12 4
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9:30pm JMEHE
BT = B 244 £ 2 5% Bl
FEE5:23687310 $300

O iEE

9:30pm ZZARE

HALTTHT A R =B 56 4% 7 5%
FEa%:02-23625494 $300

® SORRY EVERYTHING - EZ[

& ,Nipples

9:00pm The Wall

HALTT TR R PUES 200 5% Bl (FEIT1E K
- BRFERE L MO =)
HEaf:02-29300162 $300 FHEE:250

@ Saltwater Crocs

10:00pm The Living Room /|NEEE&EAE
LT S RS T 8 5% 3

FEEG: 02-8787-4154 $100

Featuring: Dennis Farley: tenor sax,
clarinet, flute/Joshua Graham:
guitar, bass, vocals/Brent Heinrich:
guitar, bass, vocals/Rodney Hill:
drums, vocals Saltwater Crocs are a
fun new band playing original rock
tunes,featuring strong vocals and
lots of woodwiﬂis.
OEHFETLE —=/ET
ENLE

2:30pm HAERIIYERE

HACT RIS YR, 1 57 G s kR
BT, AEREROHEE
FEE6:02-83695656 $EHE
OEWHIYKE L "EZS Chipin
& Kaiya in Corridor

8:00pm 75 A ERIIYEER

HACT TR YR, 1 5% CEX s FrE R
FELT, AEAEROIEE D

Al 02-83695656 $350

B~ TA9H

OEE / #riT4k

9:30pm MEHE

HALTIAT RS =B 244 % 2 57 Bl

Al 23687310 $300

OB F B

9:30pm ZZAALE

HALTFT A g =B 56 4 7 5%

a1 02-23625494 $300

® PANAFEST JUNGOLE & JUJU
NIGHT(africa day afta party)

- Baba Alex & Pan africana cultural
troupe

9:00pm The Wall

HALTTRETREEEPUEL 200 5% Bl (FEITE
- BRFERE 1 B =)
FERG:02-29300162 $300 FEHEE:250

i 55 0 8 I % :Lively drum - based
musical selection of africa songs,
Drumming & Dancing, Acrobatic Dis-
play, Hip life (african hip pop with
mics)

O FA—HBHBFL—RER The
Sound Clashes & Sky Burial
10:00pm The Living Room /N7 J&#ifdt
LT RS L 8 5% 3 i

e 02-8787-4154 $100

AH 7A10H
®LOST IN VEGA/ #8 %

9:30pm MRS

EALTEENTERS —EY 244 4% 2 5% Bl
35123687310 $250

OEIAR. ENE—ES

3:00pm A A ERIIYEEE
GACTTRENT R PUES 1 5% (R Fradm
O, AEKEEEEEE

B 55 :02-83695656 $7TEE

BA- THI12H

® =5 A /UNDER FLOW

9:30pm MEHE

BT R RERE — B 244 2 BE Bl
FEah:23687310 $250

oL GAILHEEHAE
FtR " R ES live RiE

- MAPI, Penny Lane, #f5EE, ENTAK
, KipE , HETF

7:30pm The Wall

HAL T HERTIE RS TUES 200 5% Bl (ENTHE %
- BRRERE 1 B T =)
FEaf:02-29300162 $350 FHEE:300
fifizE : LBESEE " PG " &E R --http
://leeyh.csie.org/Action/

GEPNE Sye i i {E TR 3’5“2\

O SEZEFLME Fresh College
Bands

8:30pm The Living Room /]N7%EEZE:fH
LT SRS TR 8 5% 3 i

L. 02-8787-4154 $100
Tonightfeaturing:Green!Eyes:
http://uuu.to/greeneyes
SMOL:http://smol.myweb.hinet.net/main

A= THI3H

@ 15 4% #4595 (MC HOT DOG+
K3 +WITNESS...)

9:30pm WEHE

HAL TR =By 244 4% 2 9% Bl

el 23687310 $300

O FENUKT BEENE - &
5, BB, Z 5, EKEA
9:00pm The Wall

B AL TR RE RS U Y 200 5% Bl (FEIT1E K
- BRPERE L MO =)

a1 02-29300162 $300 FEHEE:250

e R R AL — RS S E A
P& 50 I

OEMER + BHRE

(Formosa Island Jam featuring The
Riddim Outlaws)

8:30pm The Living Room /N &g
LT R RS R 8 5% 3 i

afi: 02-8787-4154

Couple's get $100 beers all night
long. Don't miss out!

Al 7H14H

® JOANNA/ #Z B2 +BAND
9:30pm MEHE

HAUTHELTRER = B 244 6 2 5F Bl

a5 :23687310 $300

O H#z5 Ganache/ 4% /\iE
9:30pm ZARSE

EAETHT A RIS =B, 56 & 7 5%
HEa5:02-23625494 $300

O REH BHIF ——lan — T GTHE)
3:00pm;07/21~28 Thu ZHAMY 8:00pm &
RSB ERGEEE

HALTEENTERS VU E, 1 5% CEX ik
BO, SEKERGEHEEE

% :02-83695656 T2

TER44ER Piano,Guitar/ HEE: DHEHR
%, Urhan Folk/

EHEE ORI Y BREE

=x (SIS IRNA L 1]

ME 7HA15H

OHEF & FHALH

20:00 S ERINIGEEE 5 K5

SR M R PR P
B IT) g 8369- 5656 $250 S EICE}

* < EEEE - REEE >

LB T R E) ~ Y par@ HARM
TEEmE

7:30 ~ 9:30 p.m.

HALTAL RS 7 57 (iR

A 13393-7377 ext. 110~207

i - JEEBH

S BRI

7505 R PR TR Y 5 o R, R BUHESE
> RS BRI 2 Y BIR ) > BRAEHBERIY

el
LR

.A.Y.BAND
9:30pm WFEE
GALTHERITHERS =B 244 4% 2 5% Bl

A% :23687310 $300

@R H4LH

9:30pm ZZAR)E

HACTHT A R =B 56 4 7 5%

L :02-23625494 $300

fifizk thttp://bearbabes. idv. tw

O Rk NBLLE The Wall Fg
9:00pm The Wall

H LT RN R RS U EY 200 5% Bl (FENTHERES
- RS F MM T E)
FEafi:02-29300162 $300 FEHEE:250

G MR R R T B http://www,
semiscon. com
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Underworld's last night

The city loses a legendary rock stage, and

BY DAVID FRAZIER AND ZHOU YU-WEN

AST THURSDAY, Jun. 30, at around

8pm, I got a text message telling me

that the line to get into Underworld
already stretched about 30 meters down to
the traffic light and then around the corner
into the night matrket. The low key rock pub
that never bothered anybody except maybe
the cops is, at nearly nine years old, Taipei's
oldest venue for rock performances, and that
may all be coming to an end. Due to a se-
ries of fines from Taipei City Government
that threaten the club's continued existence, it
set its final scheduled show for the last day
in June, as the deadline for compliance was
July.

But behind Underworld's plight and the
likely loss of one of the city's most vibrant
independent music venues is a mudhole of
mismatched
business licenses, and the big-picture issue of

fearing government and police,

city and national governments' failure to allow
stages  to According to Lin
Fang-zheng of the Organization of Urban
Re-s (OURs H# KB 55 S & Al T i ilih),

a city Culture Bureau-sponsored unit working

small thrive.

for urban renewal and cultural enrichment in
south Taipei, "If Underworld has a problem,
then every other similar establishment will al-
so have a problem" - namely, the near-impos-
sibility of becoming legal according to current
business license types and zoning regulations.
"These pub owners all want to become legal,"
said Lin.

We'll get more into the details of the red
but if it was really as
simple as approaching government
with a plan to legitimize the live music
venues of the Shida and Taida areas, that
might just happen. In fact, this is the very
reason Underworld stopped performances and
will make including (don't
laugh) an expanded menu. But in talking to

tape in a moment,
agencies

other changes,
venue owners, almost all say they prefer to
just keep their heads down and hope this will
blow over. As they're nearly all illegal, owners
don't want the issue of legalizing performance
venues to become publicized, something they
believe would put pressure on local police
precinct stations to enforce laws long before
those laws or regulations could be changed.
In talking to several venue owners and man-
POTS commonly heard this, "Under-
world is just in a bad precinct, our precinct
is much better." This kind of thinking, plus a
whole lot of subculture cliquishness, has given

agers,

Lin a very difficult time in getting the venues
to organize or even talk about organizing.
There are around half a dozen small live
houses, music pubs, and rock stages with reg-
ular performances in and around Taida, and

many more with less regular events. The col-
lege area is the unqualified birthplace of un-
derground music in Taiwan, a movement that
started to form in the late 1980's around the
end of martial law. For the last couple years,
Underworld has been Taipei's primaty stage
for experimental and unproven bands.

In the last decade, regulation of businesses
and this puts
Underworld and some others in a very differ-
ent environment from that of the time they
opened in the mid- to late-1990s. But there
is no grandfather clause and no protection

has grown somewhat tighter,

for the railroad-car-sized rocker bar as the
wortld around it has moved from the past era
of "anything goes" to the current situation of
increasing regulation.

In the last two and a half years, Underworld
has received four fines from Taipei City gov-
ernment. The first three (Dec. 2003, Jul. 2004
, and Apr. 2005) were from the Business Ad-
ministration Office following a report of likely
violations by the police precinct for that area,
which is located on Hoping East Road. The
violation cited was engaging in business activi-
ties not permitted by the venue's business li-
The fines - NT $10,000, NT $15,000,
and NT$20,000 - were not overly burdensome
, and as one public official put it, "NT§20,
000 is the maximum fine,
that we only do inspections once every seven

cense.

and considering

to eight months,
just to keep paying the fines than to make
any changes."

But then April, an additional fine came
from another city section, the Building Ad-
ministration Office, which Lin said had been
contacted from across the hall by the Busi-
ness Administration Office. It was a whopper,
NT $60,000 for a lack of an emergency exit
and kitchen equipment, and it would be fol-
lowed by an inspection in three months (July)
, at which time if changes were still deemed
insufficient, the next fine could be up to NT
$300,000. This is what lit the fire under the
ass of the bar's owners to aim for compli-
ance.

it may make more sense

The difficulties in compliance have to do
The
rules on business activities are set by the cen-

with zoning and the business licenses.

tral government's Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs, with each type of activity covered under
a number-coded item that is printed on the
When POTS called to ask
what items might cover Underworld, or any
other small bar or coffee shop that relied on
drinks and live music,
"Agents and Managers for Performing Arts,
Entertainers, and Models," or maybe "Audio-
visual and Singing Services." These are proba-
bly most appropriate for the National Concert
Hall and karaoke parlors, respectively.

business license.

the suggestions were

that just sucks

While there are items for discos, all kinds
and the whole spectrum of
hostess bars, there is nothing that specifically

of restaurants,

covers small spaces that have live music a
few nights a week. So most of these - usual-
ly bars or coffee shops - just get the simplest
kind of restaurant license possible, that of the
xz20 chi dian< (/INIZ)E).

What the city is now saying about Under-
world is that it is not a x@zo cf/ din, either
in terms of building codes or business prac-
tices. And when Lin brought in an architect
to see about changes, the estimate was
around NT$1 million, an unreachable figure
for a venue that claims to barely get by.

As for zoning, even if Underworld were
to invest the money and change its license to
something like a "music restaurant" that may
allow live bands under the law's fuzzy spec-
trum, in its current location, zoning probably
Never mind that Under-
world has never garnered a noise compliant,
limits perfor-
mances from 10pm to midnight three nights

wouldn't allow it.
is near a noisy night market,

a week, and when POTS interviewed several
of Underworld's neighbors - all
businesses first and
floors of its building - they only had good
things to say about the bar.

Lin's best idea for solving this problem is
going through the Taipei City Government's
Culture Bureau and spearheading the forma-
tion of a special zone around Taida that
would allow for live music pubs. The Culture
Bureau may be open to the plan, as it is al-
ready trying to promote independent book-
shops, live houses, and arts spaces in the Tai-
da area through OURs. But first the rock
venues have to get together approach the
government, and with attitudes the way they

immediate

situated on the second

are now, the answer here seems to be "yeah,
right."

For the moment, all that's certain is there
won't be any performances in the basement
at 45 Shida Rd. this weekend, though Under-
world plans to fudge its way into staying
open as a bar if possible.

Patrons are not optimistic. In talking to
one about the problem, one said, "Maybe it's
just one of those things, it's just Underworld's
time, and that sucks, and something else will
happen later." There's also the possibility of
moving, which the owners don't particularly
favor, and besides, as another patron put it,
"if it moves, it won't be Underworld."

But what's really vexing is that none of
this is any good for the music community,
and worst of all, no one seems to be taking
the lead. So if that's the attitude everyone's
going to take, let's just hope this sucks, and
that's the end of it. Yeah! That's the rocker
spirit!




Taipei has a

history

Last year, the city said it was 120 years old, but that's just one version of the story

BY MICHAEL FAHEY

SOMETIMES WHAT people don't think
about is as interesting as what they do think
about, and one of the things many Taipei
people don't think about is the history of

Taipei. This probably isn't too sutprising
given the fact that the most famous book
written  about  Taipei, Pai  Hsien-yung's

widely-translated 7zzberen,  or Zaper FPeople,  is
actually almost exclusively about refugees from
China. Sdll, it pays to read claims about
Taipei's past carefully, because they almost
always turn out to be claims about the present.

Last year City Hall decided that to be a
real city, Taipei needed to have a civic
history, and so the Stalinist-sounding Bureau
of Cultural Affairs created one by celebrating
what it called the 120th Anniversary of Taipei.
The inevitable accompanying website (www.
taipeil20.org) which features what appears to
be a piece of Stonchenge wrapped in a red
Christmas bow on its splash page, continues
to preserve something called "The Stones of
Taipei's City Wall - A Manifesto." Il quote
just the first stanza to give you a taste:

You felr the [Anocking of lustory  and
woke up
Lowing down to lay the foundation for the
owd Ciry

Standing  erect to  rase  Taper imto  the
world

Undauntedly  pou  braved adverse  weatticr
and sustaned the long pears

In full honesty you wirtnessed love and lLate
, lbfe and death

In all detadls you noted the tse and fall of
dynastes

What really happened was more like this.
In the early 18th century, Taiwan's new
Manchu rulers banned the construction of city
walls in Taiwan. They had had enough
trouble subduing the half-Japanese pirate
dynasty that had ruled Taiwan for 40 years
and they correctly anticipated that their new
frontier possession would be an unruly place
prone to rebellion. But by the 1870s the
Qing were belatedly trying to shore up their
defenses against the Japanese and in 1876 a
new prefecture was established to administer
the flourishing towns that were lining the
major rivers of the Taipei basin. The new
administrative seat, now called Taipei, needed
a  walled city, and a swamp between
Dadaocheng (now Datong) and Bangka
(Wanhua) was chosen. There was one small
problem - the Qing court was broke and
didn't have the money to build the 4.8
kilometers of walls six meters high with a 3.8
meter wide walkway on the top.

In a bit of creative financing, the Qing
prefect came up with a scheme closely
resembled the BOT projects so popular a few

years ago in Taiwan.  Fourteen of the
wealthiest merchants in  the surrounding
communities raised over 200,000 taels of

silver for the project in exchange for access
to the city and rights to run businesses inside
it. This was a considerable amount of money
at a time when the vice-magistrate of the
region made 80 taels of silver a year. It was
also risky. Banciao's Lin family (of Lin Family
Garden fame) donated 500,000 silver dollars a
few years earlier toward the construction of a
railroad and other infrastructure only to see
diverted by the Qing Court for famine relief
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in far-away Henan.

Like most major construction projects, the
city wall was late and over budget when it
was finally completed in 1884. Nine years
later, the city fell to the Japanese without a
shot. The area enclosed by the walls, known
to most foreigners as the Taipei station atea,
was known Chengzhong (3§ 1), or "within
the walls," until only as recently as 26 yeats
ago. In 1979, the city government changed
things when it 'rationalized" the city's
administration by combining Chengzhong with
the old district of Guting just to the south.
The new district was named Zhongzheng, or
"The Centered and the Legitimate," in honor
of Chiang Kai-shek and the monstrous new
monument his son had erected in his memory.
The new monument was built on the site of
a shantytown for refugees from China, so the
new district not only erased Chengzhong and
Guting from the map, but also began the
process of removing Pai's "Taipei people” -
the mainlander influx of 1949.

Last yeat's 120th Anniversaty was an

attempt to tell us a story about Taipei's
identity.  According to this story, Taipei
became a  place only after it was
administratively and architecturally integrated

into China. But if Taipei's real history is
subsumed into the grand narrative of Taiwan's
Chineseness, it recedes against a misty
background of rising and falling dynasties.
Taipei has a history, but you have to watch
who is telling it to you.

Mrchael Fabliey hves i Taper.
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An email from Paul Gilbert, guitar wizard

BY ANDY O'BRIEN

ERE SUPPOSEDLY in the midst

of a (random) string of euro-rocker

shows at The Wall. The first was
Sweden's USER o.a.c.n.  two weeks ago and
the second was to be Switzerland's Lovebugs
this Friday and Saturday, which probably ex-
plains why visiting guitar legend Paul Gilbert
(interviewed below) is playing on a weekday
in Taipei (Thursday, Jul. 7) and then on the
weekend in Tainan. But now the Lovebugs
have been postponed until October "due to
organizational problems," according to the
band's website.

In the past month, a number of local un-
derground bands have put out releases. The
fledgling metal label Swallow the Noise (http:
/ /www.swallowthenoise.com), that brought you
the metal stalwarts, Cynic (K %), has just
recently released the metal up-and-comers In-

fernal Chaos' debut album, Z7kc Guzes of
Chaos, available in indie record stores and
The Wall.

Coming straight from the punk scene is
an unlikely release from Taoyuan's expat
Aussie polito-punkers, Consider the Meek.
The band's sophomore release, Quwer Songs,
as the name implies, is an unplugged collec-
tion of the songs which have gained them in-
famy for their impromptu shows (i.e. busking)
on the streets of Taoyuan.

Local melodic punk rockers D.G.S. (K
) have just released a live DVD of their
memorable Spring Scream performance on
their own eclectic label Colege 7own Records.
Like most live punk videos, the sound quality
isn't stellar, but the energy is there. For more
info, check out the College Town Records
web site at http://dagishion.fly.to/.

Finally, the countdown is on until the Ho-
haiyan and Formoz music festivals the last
two weekends of the month. Unofficially, the
headliners for Hohaiyan are Black Rebel Mo-
torcycle Club, Vincent Gallo, Peaches, Melis-
sa Auf Del Mar, and the Boom Boom Satel-
lites (check eMule as needed). Formoz has
Moby, Lisa Loeb, and the following Japanese
bands: the Vickers, Kishidan, Rolly Polly Rag
Bear, and Last Target. We've also just caught
word that in addition to the big international
acts, two foreign rock bands, Baseball (Aus-
tralia) and Transiion (UK) are making their
second live appearances in Taiwan at Ho-
haiyan and Formoz respectively. More on that
soon.

On to Paul Gilbert, whom we got in
touch with last week for an email interview
about his new album, cute Japanese pop stars,
and what he thinks about Yngwie Malmsteen.
For the past 20 odd vyears, this guy, a
quintessential lead guitarist, has been wowing
audiences with his speedy, extremely technical
style. In the 80's he was in metal band Racer
X, and in the early 90's he hit his highest
point of fame with Mr. Big (most known for
the gooey, chatt topping ballad "To Be With
You), and then after going solo in 1996, he
went on to be voted "Best Guitarist" by the
Young Guitar Fan Club of Japan. He lived
in Japan for a few years and taught the odd
guitar workshop there, then recently moved
back to the U.S. to release his latest album,
Space Shp COne, which showcases his amaz-
ing guitar talents woven into a nice, hooky
combination of pop, metal, and even a touch
of driving punk. This Thursday, Jul. 7 he'll
be appearing at the Wall, followed by another

show at the Wood-
stock Music House in
Tainan on Friday, Jul.
8. Both shows start
at 7:30 and tickets are
NT$1,200 at the door.

POTS: After Mr. Big
broke up in 1996, why
did you decide to move
to Japan?  How was
your experience there,
and, more recently, why
did you decide to move
back to the States?

Paul Gilbert: T first
moved to L.A. when 1
was 17 to go to the
guitar school called G.I
JT. 1 lived there for
10 years and really en-
joyed the city. Then
there was a big ecarth-
quake so I moved to
Las Vegas. 1 enjoyed
my house there, but I
didn't like the city very
much. Then I decided
to try an adven ture
and move to Tokyo. I
lived there for about
two years and really
enjoyed it. But I wish
my Japanese was better.
Now I'm back in L.A.
I like it there because

there are so many
good  musicians  to
work with.

POTS: These days,
how do you feel

when someone asks you to play some Mr.
Big riffs?

PG: I hope I can remember them!

POTS: What do you miss most about Mr. Big?
PG: My long hair.

POTS: Describe the new Space Ship One al
bum in five words.

PG: ROCK ROCK ROCK POP ROCK!
POTS: What is the meaning behind the
name "Space Ship One?" Is it a

car? Is it a spaceship? Or is it just a band?
PG: I'm sure you've heard of the Space Shut-
tle. This is a spaceship built by NASA which
is part of the American government. Last
year, a very rich American guy made a con-
test for private companies to try to build a
spaceship without any help from the govern-
ment. The winner of the contest was called
Space Ship One. The idea of the contest was
to inspire the technology for space tourism,
so anyone can go to space. I thought the
story was very inspiring, so I wrote a song
about it.

POTS: The vocals are sounding good on the
new album. Did you ever sing any karaoke
in Japan?

PG: I've sung karaoke in Japan and in
America too. My favorite karaoke song is
"Rock this Town" by The Stray Cats.

POTS: You included "Sheena is a Punk Rock-
er" by the Ramones on your list of must
learn songs for beginning guitar players.
Why would you put such a simple three
chord wonder on there?2 Have you been in-

Paul Gilbert poses with double guitars. He'll be ot The Wall Thursday. PHOTO: ROCK EMPRE

. _7'&}!'_

fluenced by punk bands like the Ramones or
other bands of that ilk?

PG: I like the Ramones a lot. The songs
arc great, the energy is great, and I like sim-
ple things. It takes a lot of technique to play
those songs really well.

POTS: | was listening to that Racer X song
called Y.R.O. (Yngwie Rip Off)..has he ever
called you on it?2 And are you and Yngwie
Malmsteen on friendly terms?

PG: I met Yngwie before and he was happy
that I admitted that I was influenced by him.

POTS: Who is your arch nemesis?

PG: Celine Dion.

POTS: This is your third time in Taipei. What
have your impressions been?2 Have you had
any time to do some sight seeing?

PG: Of course I love playing music for peo-
ple in Taipei. My other memories are eating
lots of passion fruit at the hotel buffet. And
seeing so many scooters in the street. -Dazvzd
Lrazier contributed to this arucle

Send music news, CDs, and demos to Dave:
davidtzazier@lilpao.com  and Aady:  goanal-
mofo@@emal.com, or 43 Fuxing Rd Xindin,
Taper Countv 75 JIAGFH 15177 7R LEES 43 5




BY MALCQLM PARKER

O WHAT is it with disaster films and

fathers and sons? From last yeat's Dz

after Jomorrow to this yeat's War of
the Worlds, the films are about reconciliation
and recovery of filial bonds. At least one can
count on Almodovar to come to the rescue
- his films always have disastrous relation-
ships, and if they have a father it may not
be a good thing (he may be a Father, father)
or he could be a mother, too.

New Releases: Jul.

. w R N,
Bad Education (IZEZ{#X)
THEATERS: Eng.&Ch. subs: President, Chang Chun; Ch. subs
only: WV (Xinyi)

From the opening Saul Bass credits and
Bernard Herrman score, FBad Lducazon may
be an ode to the silken surface of Hitchcock
and the cinema in general, but it is still
obviously an Almodovar confection, and that,
from the luscious mise-en-scene to the haze
of sex to the twisting plot, is a good thing
indeed. Gael Garcia Bernal plays at least two
roles in the movie depending on how you
count and, like Banderas in Almodovar's eatly
films, he fills his homme/femme-fatale role(s)
with sexuality, passion, delusion, and deceit.
The plot, melodramatic as always and far
beyond the scope of this short summation,
involves boyhood love and friends, abuse,
blackmail, erotic memory, false identities and
and is convulsively layered but linear
in its revelations. Emotions are kept in check,
the characters placid and ripple-less, except
for the returning priest, Father Manolo, who
is the point around which the movie spins
its merry way. Almodovat's sctipt and superb
direction is always spot on, the cast more
than rises to the challenges, and not once
does the stew of a story bubble out of
control and boil over. (Pedro Almodovar,
Spain, 2004, 106min, Sp/Ch&Eng subs - see
theaters)

Terkel in Trouble (AMFHEENE WA

THEATERS: Majestic, Chang Chun
For Denmark's first CG animation, Zérde/ i
Zrouble seems an odd choice since it comes

movies,

not from the family friendly album that Pixar
et al. use, but from the manic and dark
mind of Danish comic Anders Matthesen,
who also provides the myriad of voices in
the movie. It is a profane and offensive film
about the troubles of poor sixth-grader Terkel,
who believes himself to be misunderstood by
everyone, and sees his life as unending pain.
A typical lament, but Terkel is also being
threatened with death by some unknown
tormentor. While it may seem to possess
some South Fark elements, the film lacks the
ironic distance. And though exaggerated, it
explores the problems we all faced without
flinching away from the nasty bits. A
monstrous success in Scandinavia, the film will
be hampered by subtitles elsewhere. (Kresten
Vestbjerg Andersen, Thorbjorn Christoffersen
& Stefan Fjeldmark, Denmark, 2004, 78min,
Dan/Ch subs)

Coach Carter (FEFZEH)

THEATERS: Shin Shin, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex, Spring
Cinema Galaxy

Samuel Jackson is in full buffed pate mode
here, signifying stony pride, seriousness, and
unyielding attitude. He is the coach at the
centre, a successful business who takes on
the challenge of turning a losing team of
misfit boys at the impoverished high school
of his youth into a winning team of men
ready to take their places in society. Jackson
is passionate in his role, delivering the

requisite "tespect yourselves" and "you're all
winners" speeches with intensity. The film is
deadly earnest and well intentioned with

laudable messages about pride and work, but
along with its too episodic construction,
plot-bondo side stories, and flat characterization
its tendentiousness is also its biggest fault,
bogging the movie down when it should be
leaping high. (Thomas Carter, US, 2005,
136min, En/Ch subs)

Son of the Mask (/)\FEtHEEE)

THEATERS: Shin Shin, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex, President
If, like me, you were petrplexed by the
hammish and frantic antics of Jim Carrey
before he turned serious, wondering if they
took a lot of comic timing and talent, this

dreary, sordid, and Carrey-less sequel will
provide all the answers you will ever need
(ves), and quickly enough that you don't have
to remain in the cinema for longer than
absolutely necessary unless, unlike me, you
are a supreme masochist. The mask is briefly
possessed by a nebbish cartoonist wannabe
who rids himself of it but not before he
manages to impregnate his wife. (Lawrence
Guterman, US, 2005, 94min, En/Ch subs)

Fantastic Four (& ﬁf@i)\)

THEATERS: Governor, Showtime, Cinemark, Shin Kong Cineplex,
Spring Cinema Galaxy, Hoover

I liked the Fantastic Four about 25 years ago
but that mostly involved fervid fantasies of
being able to stretch any part of my body
while having a super hot wife who could
turn invisible. That was then, and now..We
all know that the movie will be about a
group of talented people who don't really
coalesce due to their differing personalities
but come to realize that if they work
together they can save the world by defeating
a genius mad scientist who sees himself as
god. Yawn. I have to see it, but I think I
may just watch Z7Ze /ncredibles again to see
how it should have been done. (Tim Story,
US, 2005, 105min, En/Ch subs)

New Last Week
Bad Moon (F£H)

THEATERS: Majestic, Chang Chun, Shin Shin

A Taiwanese couple retreats to the mountains
for a litle R&R, a little release from the
hubbub of Taipei and don't get what they
bargained for. Rather, a little guilt, a little
haunting, a little infidelity, and a whole lot
of bad feelings arrive. A real Taiwanese
potboiler with all the elements: solitude,
suspicion, and sex. (Yi Qi Fjifl, Taiwan,
2005, 98min, Mand/Ch subs)

Love and Courage (EHLEES)
THEATERS: Scholar

This simple drama of striving and succeeding
despite the odds is the latest example from a
burgeoning Taiwanese generic film scene.
Lithe and lively Xiao-lu enters a badminton
tournament despite the handicap of a lame
foot. She meets and befriends Zhang Jie, a
grim  medical student whose outlook @ is
colored by his mothet's hospitalization in a
vegetative state. Around the two life goes on,
and so does the quiet fight to live it. (Wang
Yu-ya E Bi £, Taiwan, 2005, 95min,
Mand/Ch subs)

War of the Worlds (THFLAES)

THEATERS: Ambassador, Cinemark, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu),
WV Miramar, Governor, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Hoover, Shin
Kong Cineplex, Shin Shin, Showtime, Bai Lao Hui, Dong Nan
Ya, Mei Hua, Yang Ming, Breeze, Chang Chun, Scholar, Le
Sheng, Carnival

Spielberg  challenges the merry prankster,
Orson Welles, with War of the Worlds and
it is appropriate since he, more than anyone,
has proven that cinema is the greatest train
set that money can buy. Lately, Spielberg has
been doing well when he isn't so concerned
with meaning but thrills and this is good
since his narratives are too populous and
overblown to be complex. (Steven Spielberg,
US, 2005, Eng/Ch subs)

Theater locations - - - - - -~~~ - - - -

Tel: (02) 2757-2345
Breeze (({/H\[H%)
39, Sec 1, Fuxmg S Rd
(BRI — B 39 %),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador ([

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival (GZF3£)
Cinemark (EH%ETHERIR) 52 Emei St (kT 52 5%)
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Rd Tel: (02) 23889948

(B AbHT R TUES 138 5% B1), in the Liv- Hoover (5EE)

ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang

Tel: (02) 3762-2001 1:.il:rhﬁafi125x 89 %)
Mei Hua (f#{1) Tel: (02) 2331-5067

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hoping E Rd Majestic (E3%:XE)

(B ACHTAIZF SRS 3 Y 63 35 2 1)

Te\ (02) 27372295
Warner \I'Ilage, Xinyi
CENETSE7)

16-18 Song shou Rd
:.Jtrm 16~18 5%)

Tel: (02) 23312270
President ({1

59, Sec 1, Zhonghua Rd
(LT EERs 1B 50 5%)
Tel: (02) 23885576

88 Chengdu Rd (ujtﬂiﬁzﬁlﬁﬁk 88 %)

116 Hanzhong St (FALTIEESE 116 57)

Showtime (H3#7)

87, Sec 2, Wuchang St
(GALHREH 2 e )
Tel: (02) 2331-5256
Spring Cinema Galaxy

Gieh)

10F, 52 Honzhong St 1(%'3‘3{;1 52 5% 10 ##) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd
Tel: [02) 27782091
— South Taipei —
Bai Lao Hui (F5:4[E)
200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
ST EHTER 4 B2 200 5%
Tel- [02) 22964033
Dong Nan Ya (& i)
e 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
AT AR 4 B 136 4 3 5F)
Tel: (02) 23686839
Ju Xing [EEEW 2]
1F, 36, Jlngchon
(GALH R 307:‘ 1 1)

Tel:'(02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —
Chang Chun (E%)

172 Chang Chun Rd
(BALTHRER 172 57)

Tel: (02] 2507-4141
Governor ({#£)

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
(uitfﬁﬁgﬁﬁkﬁ&moﬁ
Tel: (02] 2741-5991
Scholar (£4)

176 Changchun Rd (RHEK 176 57)
Tel: (02) 25164340

3, lane

Shin Shin URGTE)
247 linsen N Rd
(B ALTIMFRALES 247 %)

Tel: (02] 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —
Ha La (I55])

Tel: (02) 25371889 6F, 72, Sec 3, Kang Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House OFZ) (&1L VSI(EEE)%;» 5‘72 gt 6 1)

Tel: (02) 2633-51

\Warner Vlllage Miramar
CEREHERTS)

69F, 22, Jin r
(ujtm:f:uﬁm*#&% 22 8 69 18
Tel: (02) 8161-1900

Warner Village, Tienmu
(ﬁ%ﬁﬂ@i%k!)

202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(:.itrnm,ﬁzﬁk B 202 5% 4 1)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300
Yang Ming (%8
113 Wenlin Rd (SCFREE 113 5F)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636




Taipei's miasmal mists

Awarded twice at Cannes, Wi Ding Ho's short film Respire opens locally this Friday

Adrift in an apocalyptic world (film still), and direcor Wi Ding Ho.

BY JAN ROWEN

"IT'S ALREADY Armageddon. Look at peo-
ple and you know, at least in Taiwan," said
Malaysian-Chinese director Wi Ding Ho ({f]
JABE), who had come over to my Shida-area
apartment to preview his short film Aespre
(IFEI)  for this article. "Everything here is
ephemeral, fast, transitional. No one looks a-
head. In Europe, you see a place with a
past and a future, but in Taiwan, nothing is
real."

In Cannes, Ho's 15-minute-long apocalyp-

tic vision picked up two awards, the Kodak
Discovery Award for Best Short Film and
the TV5 (Very) Young Critics Award. This
Friday, Jul. 8, it gains a major theater re-
lease at Warner Village in Taipei, where it
will be paired with Spanish legend Pedro
Almodovat's latest feature, Fzd Education.
A film inspited by SARS but not about it,
Respire  conjutes up a dystopian Taipei
where masks are mandatory and the sick are
quarantined. A girl with a cough knows her
time is up and finds a boy to enjoy on her
last day alive. "I guess needing sex before
death might be a very Western idea, but
having lived in the US for awhile, it's pretty
natural for me," explained Ho as he fished
for a cigarette.

The genesis of the project was Ho's im-

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF WI DING HO

age of two young lovers who couldn't take
their masks off, even in bed, and the story
developed from there. "I'm not logical at all.
I rely entirely on intuition," he shrugged.

While the narrative is simple enough,
what remains with the viewer is the film's
stark imagery, shot by American-born Jake
Pollock, and the ominous soundtrack, which
was mastered by famed Taiwanese sound en-
gineer Duu Tu-Chih and features heavy,
claustrophobic breathing noises and moody
music from the band Claire and singer Susu
Yeh.

Audiences in  Cannes apparently had
deeper readings than the 306-year-old director
initially intended. Some viewers wondered if
it was veiled social commentary about Asian
psychosexual oppression. Ho says he didn't
intend it as such, but he doesn't mind the
ambiguity. "It's taken on a new life that I
can't control, but a short film doesn't need
a clear answer. It's a feeling. If 100 people
have 100 different readings,
reached my goal."

While it imagines a bleakly futuristic
Taipei, Aespzre also showcases the culture of
the city's present. The female lead is played
by Vera Lin, the frontwoman of local rock
band, Bad Daughter, and starring opposite
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(P #)  and
friends used to throw free underground par-
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Now based in Taipei, Ho admits the
film is "pessimistic" and bemoans Taiwan's
"ridiculous Chinese-language media," but he
also says part of him loves Taipei too.
"People here are incredibly friendly. 1 felt at
home after just visiting for a week," he said.
"What keeps me here is 7-Eleven and Es-
lite bookstores, and of course my girlfriend."
She's Taiwanese.

A graduate of New York University's
film school, Ho came to Taipei in 2001 af-
ter working in the US and Singapore. At
NYU, he began his long-term working rela-
tionship with Pollock, who helped to create
the dark blues and blacks that help define
the mood of Respire. Pollock has lived in
Taipei since 2002, and has worked with
Chen Hong-l1 and Tom Lin.

The short film's success in Cannes

helped give it the buzz it needed to get
play time in a local commercial theater.
"Warner  Village approached me about
screening the movie by itself, but I thought
it would be weird to charge audiences for a
15-minute film." For its seven screenings as
part of Cannes' International Critics Week,
Respire was paired with French film Zz Peur
Jerusalernn, which brought in audiences who
wouldn't have seen it otherwise. "I suggested
they [Warner] try something similar, and
when they offered to pair it with Bad Fdu-
cation, 1 was thrilled."
Meanwhile, the film is gaining more and
more international exposure. Sound engineer
Duu Tu-Chih screened it alongside Lee
Kang-sheng's (ZFR4) Zke Missing (FH)
(which Duu also worked on) in a masterclass in
Paris this past Monday, and the film is set
to play soon in festivals in Sao Paolo, Mel-
bourne, and Greece.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

*Lovebug

(1597 A S A )

Jul 8, 9 at 8:30pm

The Wall (GEi%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&dbigEr
TR U EL2005%B1)

Tel: (02) 3765-1861

Tickets: NTS 750, Rock Pass (3 tickets) NT
$2000 through http://www.artsticket.com.tw
(PR B 5 R 4

This band of straight-ahead rockers from
Basel, Switzerland can bring in tens of thou-
sands of people for their concerts in Europe.
They are now on a world tour to support
their latest effort, which renders their song-
writer-rocker sound acoustic. Lovebug is a
five-piece band with guitars, bass, piano,
drums, and vocals.

*Paul Gilbert

July 7 at 7:30pm

The Wall (GEi%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&5 LTk
TEEE U E20057B1)

Tel: (02) 3765-1861

Web: www.rockempire.com.tw

Tickets: NT$1000 b4 Jun 30

Rock guitar virtuoso Paul Gilbert (of Mr. Big,
Racer X), is launching his band's World Tour
in support of their new album, Spaceship
One. The line-up is Paul Gilbert on vocals
and guitar, Linus of Hollywood on bass, and
Jeff Bowders on drums. The tour will be
running through not only America, but also
East and South Asia, including two stops in
Taiwan, the other being in Tainan.

* Panafest Jungle & JuJu Night - Baba

Alex & the Pan Africana Cultural Troupe
July 9 at 8:30pm

The Wall (&%)
B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (& LTl
TE % PUEZ20055B1)

Tel: (02) 3765-1861

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Tickets: NT$300, presale ticket NT$250

This performance of Baba Alex & the Pan

Africana Cultural Troupe includes lively drum-
ming, dancing, acrobatics, and "hip life"
(African hip-hop with mics).

*xCirkus Inferno

July 15-17 at 7:30pm; July 16, 17 at 2:30pm
Metropolitan Hall (&dbikiiZEs)

Tel: (02) 2392-5322, (02) 2341-9898

Tickets: NT$300-1200

The Canada and New York-based Daredevil
Opera Company are self-proclaimed "thrill
clowns,” drawing inspiration for their brand
of physical comedy from silent film,

vaudeville, animation, circus, and mythology.
The production being performed in Taiwan,
Cirkus Inferno, is centered around the story
of Lucky and Lady, two troublemakers that
provide more than enough entertainment (and
pyrotechnics) for wacky clown-lovers of all
ages.

*Summer Aquarian Beach Party

July 23

Baishawan (977#%

Web: www.summer-aquarian.com

For now, all we know is that it's another
all-night (and on into the next morning)
beach party at Baishawan, which is about 20
minutes by bus from Danshui MRT station.
This one is gonna cost you NT$200, but for
the environmentally conscientious, it's free-re-
turn the trash and recycling bags provided
upon entry filled to the brim when you leave
and get a full refund. More details to come.

*xHohaiyan Rock Festival 2005
July 20-24

Fulong Beach

Web: www.hohaiyan.com

Tickets: free

This annual beach music festival, featuring
and indie music competition and since last
year a big-time lineup of international bands,
has grown to huge proportions under the
Taipei County Government and sponsors like
Uni-President. Announcements revealing the
line-up for this year's performances will begin
to be released online starting July 6, but we
can go ahead and tell you the international
acts will be BLACK REBEL MOTORCYCLE CLUB
(US), PEACHES (US), VINCENT GALLO (US),
the BOOM BOOM SATELLITES (Jp), MELISSA
AUF DEL MAR (US), and BASEBALL (AUS).
There will also be a highly touted indie film
fest (see Film).

Rock and Jazz Clubs

*Blue Note

(EE3H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(FEHT RS = B T7157448)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are standard jazz CDs, DVDs
playing every day. Live bands perform at
least three or four nights a week, from 9:
30pm. Cover varies for special shows. Thurs-
days: NEW DECISION QUARTET (& [ E5-[-44H]),
involves guitar, tenor sax, bass, and drums,
NT $300 minimum. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS
(P R EF1-44HE]), piano, tenor sax, alto sax,
bass, and drums, NT$350, w/ drink. Satur-
days: JIVE STAKES & GU-HAO (J5'y 3 DY & 2=
& T ), a jazz quartet plus a vocalist,
NT$350 w/ drink.

*Citizen Cain

(RER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (5L EE6757)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN, 9:
30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your
instruments or just enjoy the jam, 9:
30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and
foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin’ and groovin' with the "big dawg,”

10pm-1am. Sundays: Poetry open mic, 7:
30-9pm.

*The Living Room

(INE BRI

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&Lt
R R SE 8531

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: Fresh College Bands
(85 4478), the latest new bands from
the local college music scene, 8:30pm - 10:
30pm, NTS 100. Wednesdays: FORMOSA IS-
LAND JAM w/ The RIDDIM OUTLAWS, a
Japanese reggae band, 8:30pm-12:30am.
Thursdays: The Workshop (& EiE5), open
mic for art films from 8pm, followed by
readings, and performances. All musicians
welcome, but make sure to book in advance.
Fri, Jul 8: SALTWATER CROCS, a fun new
band playing original rock tunes, featuring
strong vocals and lots of woodwinds, 10pm -
12am, NT $100. Sat, Jul 9: THE SOUND
CLASHES & SKY BURIAL (“R—fEr 44— R
%), the grooving ska beats and horns of The
Sound Clashes mix it up with Sky Burial's
tough originals and Detroit-meets-New-York
rock you hard attitude, 10pm-1am, NT$100.
Fri, Jul 15: WHITE WABBIT RECORDS PRE-
SENTS (F#] —{R44E 7% ), performers include
DOODLE (fif%), COCOMU (W] m] %2 %), and

393B1 for a taste of local indie rock cuisine,
10pm - 1am, NT$100 (NT$50 off entry if you
bring one of the bands' CDs.). Sat & Sun, Jul
16, 17: POLISH JOKE - a comedy by DAVID
IVES (#551.27%), a hilarious yet thoughtful
examination of the "Polishness,” "Jewishness"
and "lrishness” that makes us at once alike
and different, this comedy is about ethnic i-
dentity and the eternal American search for
"roots,"” Jul 16 show at 7:30pm; Jul 17 show
at 3:00pm and 7:30pm, NT$200, reserve ear-
ly, only 70 seats per show!
*NTU Corridor Cafe
GEUERIEEE)
NTU Sports Center 1F (& KEiFAHEHEH —
), intersection of Xinhai Rd and Xinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656
Website: www.alucafe.com
The coffee shop and performance venue at
the nation's top college. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Thu, Jul 7, 14: LISTEN
TO THE MUSIC | WROTE - lan (ZHE Tk 531K
-JG), piano and guitar Urhan Folk style,
3pm, no cover. Fri, Jul 8: THE BAND OF
HAPPY MUSICIANS (& H 44548 --sE 1@ 4e T
= N % E), 2:30pm, no cover. Fri, Jul 8:
CHIPIN & KAIYA (EwEig T+ —8E2%), jazz
by violin and piano, 8:00pm, NT$350. Sat,
Jul 9: IRIS LEE PIANO RECITAL (if =it —=2=
RGN ZE ), 8:00pm, NT$350 through
NTCH System ([ & ¢ €5 22 % 4%). Sun, Jul 10:
THE DUET OF LAl MING-YU, WANG SHU-HUA
FEBHAD. TyEE —F 22, 3:00pm, no cover. Fri,
Jul 15: RICHFARMER (H f&{r%4E ), a funk
and disco band w/ various genres who is al-
ways try to compose new and swing music
filled with rhythm, 8:00pm, NT$250. Sat, Jul
16: FALL IN LOVE WITH PIANO - ZHANG
ZU-KANG SOLO RECITAL (iEiilHE% oz
@), sometimes low and gentle and some-
times high and passionate, ZHANG is good at
playing various genres to easily swing be-
tween classical and modern music, 3:00pm,
no cover. Sat & Sun, Jul 16, 17: TAIWANESE
ELVIS PRESLEY- HUANG HUI-HONG (&S T -
5 %k 5L ), the show includes Taiwanese old
songs, the reappearance of Elvis Presley, and
the presentation of Huang's new songs.
Huang's out-of-print albums will be on sale
to raise funds. Seats limited, reserve early.
Jul, 16 show at 8:00pm; Jul 17 show at
3:00pm, both shows no cover.
*Riverside Music Cafe
(TS
B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei(G AL TiHEHT RS 3(2445257B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam. Thu,Jul 7:
SUNNY 4; TOTEM ([#lf#&), abo-rock. Fri,Jul 8,
15: R.A.Y. BAND (F#4[%), a classic rock trib-
ute band that plays rock'n roll, blues, country,
rock ballads, etc. Sat, Jul 9: DREAMROUTE (
23 ); SODAGREEN (#%#]#%), pop, ballads,
rock, and classic rock. Sun, Jul 10: LOST IN
VEGA (Pttiif%Zc); KOU CHOU CHING (#87k =),
funk, hip-pop. Tue, Jul 12: COMOS PEOPLE
(5 ¥ A ), ‘“undescribable”; UNDERFLOW,
post-grunge, rock, nu-metal. Wed, Jul 13: SU-
PER HOT DOG SHOW (¥i#k#75) performers
include MC HOT DOG, DA-ZHI (kX 3), and
WITNESS, rock and hip-pop. Thu, Jul 14:
JOANNA; BIBI (ifi.2EZ) & BAND, alternative,
folk rock, metal, w/ release of BIBI's new EP.
Sat, Jul 16: BACKQUARTER (VU 4> i) MINI
CONCERT, rock, heavy metal. Sun, Jul 17:
THE BAND OF MERCY SHOW, performers in-
clude THE KING OF PLANETS and THE BEATLE
BAND (F&), pop.
*Shannon
(F(R)
6 Dunhua N. Rd. (Zf{bLi%6%5%)
Tel: (02) 2772-0948
This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Fridays:
house band RUBBERBAND, pub rock, covers.
Saturdays: house band LADDER BAND, house,
grunge, pop. NT$250 w/ drink. Thurs, Jul 7:
KENYATTA TRIO, blues, jazz, and reggae.
Thurs, Jul 14: CREEPY SUSAN & TARRY BUSH,
alternative and bluegrass.
*xUnderworld
(i TikE)
45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&5dGiiHTARS45%%)
Tel: (02) 2369-0103
A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. *Starting from July, 2005,
live shows are indefinitely suspended.
*xThe Wall
CE
B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&dLmigEiT
TE I VU E£200%3B1)
Tel: (02) 2930-0162
Web: www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500
The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Fri,
Jul 8: SORRY EVERYTHING, performers in-
clude LADYBUG (Z#), ska; NIPPLES, whose
music merges sweet and sour emotions to
make people fall into mists, lingering in the
blurred zones between reality and dreamland.
Tue, Jul 12: #1 LIVE SHOW OF "START!" COMPI-
LATION (LAFARBISER T s - "PRAA" 3 vy
Pilivez£18), performers include MAPI (& JiE 4%
[#]), the champion of the 22th Jin-Xun Award;
MRS. THIS (GEf7AK), a two-girl alternative
band; PENNY LANE, intriguing lyrics and a
"vagabond" attitude dress up this simple mu-
sic; RICHFARMER (H f&f+), funk and disco;
XIE SHENG-LONG (i fi55#E); SONG SHAO-XUAN
(R487%), a female artist, 7:00pm, NT$350, NT
$300 in advance. Wed, Jul 13: TIME PASSES
LIKE FLOWING WATER, ADVISING A MAN
SHOULD SEIZE  (4FHE(LIK » B BHHR), per-
formers include CHILDREN SUCKER (£ %),
rock and pop; BB BOMB (BBi#); LTK (¥/kig
INiik) + GE-JI-LA (EFd547), rock, 8:30pm, NT
$300, NT$250 in advance. Fri, Jul 15: SEMIS-
CON (i fihoe2e N\ B 44 [E#), an international
prize-winning a cappella group, 8:30pm, NT
$300, NT$250 in advance. Sat, Jul 16: 1st
CONCERT OF NEW ALBUM OF CHTHONIC (P
FRMEE (BETER) FHEEY), sym-
phonic black metal, 8:30pm, NT$400.
*Witch House

(RS

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&dbmifr
LE IS 3BES 65 757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission
is NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Jul 7: CHICKEN
RICE (Z£fiR8Rk), 60s rock style. Fri, Jul 8 :
PENG JING-HUI (¥Zi%7), a bossa nova female
composer with a clean and gentle voice. Sat,
Jul 9: XIE YU-WEI (#f7:/), new hakka folk
merging the traditional and the modern. Thu,
Jul 14: GANACHE (H #%7F), with a Span-
ish-raised female vocalist who is character-
ized by her free and lazy voice; MS. STOCK-
INGS (###%/\iH), folk. Fri, Jul 15: BEARBABES
(A8E7H), soft and relaxed music. Sat, Jul 16:
CHEN MING-ZHANG ([5iH#), a Taiwanese folk
poet.

Dance Clubs

*AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&L
FEERR—EE85fB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of
the house and techno variety. Fridays: NT
$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am,
NT$300 w/ drink for ladies all night. Every
4th Friday of the month is Lady's Nite, wom-
en get in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Jul 9: THE
WONDERLAND, DJs VICTOR CHENG, TIGER,
STONE, and JIMMY CHEN, NT$600, NT$400 in
advance. Fri, Jul 15: USED 1st ANNIVERSARY
PARTY, w/ DJs CHEWIE, CRIMSON, DANIEL,
STANLEY, ANTHANY, USED, TIM, and A-TAO,
NT$500, NT$350 b4 12am.

*Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BAETTE SRR T L9857 1145

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest
spinning block party, funkology, electric
boogaloo, rocksteady and future classics, pur-
portedly mixing the 5 elements of hip hop:
DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti, and
Knowledge, NT$350 w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks
b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. 2nd Saturday every month (Jul 9):
Love Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA,
house, funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop,
NT$500. 3rd and 5th Saturday every month
(Jul 16, 30): A-ONE Part w/ special guest DJ
VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars DJ EDMUND
(AAAportlS, TW) & JIMMY CHEN (AXD, TW)
playing Soulful House, Funky Grooves and
Electro Twisted.

*xLava Bar
B1, #86 Songren Rd. (fA{“[%865%B1)




Tel: (02) 8780-3867

This flashy club is in the Neo 19 building
next to Warner Village and shares an en-
trance with Alexander Health Club.

There's no lava, but there are some very
ember-like red lights. Music tends to be
hip hop and R&B. Fri, Jul 8: Liquid
Lifestyles presents BONANAS EXTREME. In
case you missed it, it's Bonanas as in "ba-
nanas,” as in absolutely insane. For those
who missed Mardi Gras, this cir-
cus-themed party might be a good chance
to make up for it. There will be bead
necklaces galore, and the woman with
the most beads by 2:30am gets NT$6000
worth of prizes. NT$500 w/ drink, NT
$350 w/ drink b4 11pm, free all night
for those wearing clothes with images of
bananas.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd,
Taipei (Jbiidi S HpE YR 20155 7144)

Tel:  (02) 2772-1000. Reservations:

0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the
Galleria main ballroom, trance, house and
progressive in the Lotus room, and more.
No sandals or flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin
Ladies' Nights, "Fresh” w/ hip hop and
reggae in the Galleria, and "Sugar” w/
house music in the Lotus room, NT $500
for men, or free b4 10pm, ladies free all
night w/ a special express line. Third
Wednesday of each month (Jul 20): 3RD
Heaven Ladies Night, "fresh” hip hop, R&B,
and reggae in the Galleria, ladies free,
men NT$400 w/ drink. Thursdays: “Live
Thursday," live reggae from RED-I & THE
RIDDIM OUTLAWZ, NTS$400 w/ 2 drinks,
free b4 10pm. Second Friday of each
month (Jul 8): 2 LEGIT PARTY, hip hop,
R&B, reggae, w/ an hour of old skool
80's and 90's hip hop a la MC Hammer.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT $600, NT $400
b4 11pm, free b4 10pm unless otherwise
noted. Fri, Jul 8: "House Breaker" w/ AS-
TON HARVEY (UK) of the Freestylers and
MC SIR REAL (UK,) along with residents
REASON and XIAO HEI, breakbeat-flavored
house. Sat, Jul 9: theLOOP presents
TRANCEMASTER w/ JOE-HO. Fri, Jul 15:
TRANCEFOREVER-THE ONE, w/ DJ JON B.
and live vocals from AMANDA. Sat, Jul 16:
Yoshitoshi presents DJ KAl & DJ RAJIK (US)
in the Lotus, tech-house and house.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&dbriHl
T ST — % 310557 K S #11E)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge
club in its own building (in Neihu), with
a booming sound system, and resident
DJs Buff Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint
from the UK. Music tends towards house
and trance in the main room with an up-
stairs area for hip-hop. Wednesdays:

Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or NT$200 b4
11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop Night,
hip hop in the main room, NT $350 or
free b4 11pm. Fridays: Bikini Girls Night,
NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm, girls in bikinis
free all night. Saturdays: Residents Party.
Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible on
entry, NTS$600, NTS$350 b4 11pm. ¥ Fri,
Jul 15: ICE-T & AFRIKA-ISLAM (US), NT
$700, NTS500 b4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4,
Pateh Rd, Taipei (&dLTT/\fEig4E%1385512

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core
Pacific mall is also owned by its sister
next door, Plush. But the crowd is
younger, B boy, break dance, and Ameri-
can hip hop. Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays: LADIES
100, ladies NT $100 all you can drink,
men NT$500 all you can drink. Fridays
and Saturdays, ladies NT$350 w/ drink,
men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4,
Pateh Rd, Taipei (&L \fEEg4E1385512
)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip
hop on the sound system. Sunday to
Tuesday and Thursdays: minimum charge
NT$350. Wednesdays: LADIES 9, men NT
$350, ladies free all night, ladies free w/

2 drinks b4 11pm.

% Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building
(GLTitA##522%5B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar
is open nightly, and the Room 18 dance
club area is open Wednesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays. Wednesdays: Lady's Night,
men NT$500 w/ drink, women free. Sat-
urdays: MINI SKIRT NIGHT, free entrances
for those sporting mini skirts. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT $700, full entrance re-
deemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BAET<E IR 1E215555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mix-
ing from 1-7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and
often last) stop on the party express of-
fers music that's a bit dancier than at its
sister club Roxy 99, but always including
some rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and
holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:
30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei
(BALTHTE B P —EE2495%B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine
to hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop,
though other styles appear. Cover charge
is all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday,
men NT$450, ladies NT$250. Thursdays:
BIKINI NIGHT, dance contest, men NT$600,
ladies free, ladies dressed accordingly get
2 free Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING
NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies
dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. Saturdays: MINI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT
$500, ladies NT$300, ladies dressed ac-
cordingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice.2nd Sat-
urdays (Jul 9): FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-
maica and Canada), better known as THE
0-BROTHAZ SOUND  SYSTEM, dropping
dancehall, roots, conscious, soca, and the
odd bit of French hip hop. This is a reg-
gae night with loyal followers, so youre
guaranteed decent music and a predictable
crowd. Men NT$500, ladies NT$300.

Classical

% NSO Mahler Cycle X

Sun, Jul 10 at 2:30pm, Mon, Jul 11

at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % & 448E), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&b LFE
212215%)

Tickets: NT$300-1500

National Symphony Orchestra and conduc-
tor Chien Wen-pin complete the Mahler
cycle with this performance of Mahler's
8th symphony, the second part of which
is seen as a letter of forgiveness to his
spouse and a striving for redemption.

% 6th Taipei International
Choral Festival

July 17-24 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (5% 445E)

Tel: (02) 2773-3691

Tickets: NT$300-1500

This year's program features the Finnish
group Rajaton on the 17th, the Parahyan-
gan Catholic University Choir from Indone-
sia on the 18th, the Orfeon Chamber
Choir from Turkey on the 19th, the
Slovenian girls' choir Carmina Slovenica on
the the 20th, groups from Taiwanese
middle and elementary schools on the
21st, the Danish jazz group Vocal Line on
the 22nd, the Winnipeg Singers from
Canada on the 23rd, and a final group
performance on the 24th.

&

% Chicago

Jul 6-10, 12-17 at 7:30pm, Jul 9, 10, 16,
17 at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([ %% &% &l Fc), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&4t LTk
21,.215%)

Tickets: NT$800-4800

The musical based on the recent hit film
of intrigue and romance in a roaring 20s
Chicago cabaret.

% Face Two

(HHE#EG - HHTS)

Fri, Jul 15 at 7:30pm; Sat, Jul 16 at 2

[Bar Bulletinl

North America, uber alles

BY GERRY il N

THE CANADA D'eh Beach Party
was held a week prematurely at
Baishawan. I'd report more, ex- |
cept 'm a Canuck living over-
seas tying my best to avoid this
kind of scene. | imagine it would
have been nice if you either had
kids or were homesick. The same
beach had a Canada Day Rave
Jul. 2 that got cancelled for lack
of proper permits, or so | heard.
For "our" neighbors to the south,
Jul. 4 was Independence Day. All
the usual suspects had specials:
Capones, Dan Ryan's, Brass Mon-
key, Camegies, (and KFC?). It
shouldn't have been hard to find : -

a venue to celebrate (with or without going through AIT or AmCham).
A spectacular fireworks show was also held, albeit in Irag.

Combat Zone Update: The Zones' Street Party on Saturday, Jun. 4
was hailed by some (the organizers) as a "success." Others however,
have suggested otherwise. Initially planned for a mere three hours, it
didn't look like much was going on at the 8pm start, and the live mu-
sic was brought to a halt shortly after 10pm by the police. It may
have been a good idea to get proper permits and/or check city reg-
ulatfions beforehand. My own personal experience with "the Zone" goes
back 20 years, and | remember it being a lot more fun then. Perhaps
its due to, in my own estimate, roughly 75 percent of the establish-
ments now pushing drinks as if they were hawking souvenirs in a Bali-
nese market. Id love to see it return fo its earlier "glory," and if future
Block Parties help - there's one tentafively planned for sometime in Aug
. - then I'm all for it! More on this later.

R.I.P.: Another Two Bite the Dust: Last week, | fook a few of my
mates to Wa Wa Way (Va Va Voom?), a cross between a pub and a
hostess bar, only to discover it had closed in late May. | guess Taipei
could use another Starbucks. This may just be a case of out with the
old, in with the new. Also, according to Ben, a former house jozz mu-
sician af Roxy Stage, that too is gone. Reports say that lately he's
been roaming Shida Park and wondering whether free unlimited meals
at Jr. Cafe make it worth staying another two months.

DV8: Renaissance? Open nearly 20 years and renovated last sum-
mer, DV8 is now (for those who've been to Thailand) "same same but
different." On weeknights, old-school regulars sfill drop in (I even saw
Billy), whereas early patrons on Fridays and Saturdays tend fo be new
school. While it still has benches, short stools, and old wooden tables
both upstairs and down, it no longer has the feel of a dive, which |
kinda miss. For those averse fo tables, sitting at the bar or around the
DJ booth is a viable option. Downstairs, there is some "green felt," and
while it may not be of pool hall caliber, it suffices to the extent that
you cant blame 'it" if you're a shit shot. Jerome tends bar, DJs, and
does whatever else needs to be done. Relatively new on the Taipei
scene, his DJ sets get around the musical block more fimes than the
paperboy. | heard everything from Elvis 1o Big Joe Wiliams (the epito-
me of early blues) to Black Sabbath, then back to Johnny Cash. Now
that's covering a spectrum, yet everything in between seemed to fit.
Blues and rock are fixtures though, and he takes requests. And despite
his Californian heritage, no Beach Boys! Live music is performed down-
stairs Saturdays from 9pm-12am. The choice of diinks is both large
and reasonably priced: whisky NT$150-180; VSOP Cognac NT$200; 19
beers, including 3 Belgians, Carlsberg, and Hoergaarden on tap; plus
the other spirits one has come to expect. Happy Hour keeps with the
theme "stay late": 10-11pm Draft Carlsberg or Coors bottles are NTS100,
11pm-12am 2 hits of Mexican poison cost NT$100. Worked late and
missed dinner? NT $200 pizza (prefty good), NT$150 sandwiches or
chicken nuggetfs and other assorted snacks NT$80-100. If youre in the
vicinity it's af the least worth dodging in for a few.

Hours: Monday-Saturday, 7:30pm-3am or later

Address: 223 Jinhua St., Taipei (Gt IEE22355)

Bits 'n Pieces: The band Sky Burial will be playing at The Living Room
Jul. 9. From New York (the city, not the department store), they do
covers of "Mr. N.Y." himself, Lou Reed, as well as Iggy Pop-esque tunes
and some of their own stuff. The last time | saw them, they scared
more than a few locals out (the ones sipping Cokes) by jumping
around, knocking over a few chairs, the usual...definitely worth check-
ing out.

Finally, JB's and Taipei Sports Bar have both jumped on the Stella
Artois bandwagon (if's on tap). Indeed a fine drop.

ena your bar news 70 ernoois@onricn. cornm




:30pm and 7:30pm; Sun, Jul 17 at 2:30pm
National Experimental Theatre ([5%7 & &
E32))
Tel: (02) 2252-6123
Web: www.wrde.com.tw
Tickets: NT$400
Water Reflection Dance Ensemble (7k&
££) takes the "double-sided stitching” of
traditional Hunan embroidery as its inspi-
ration for this piece, allowing the audi-
ence to see two sides of a perfor-
mance frontstage and backsta e
*TaIPEI Film Festival 2005
Jun 26-Jul 9
Tel: (02) 3322-1623
Web: www.tiff.org.tw
Tickets: NT$150, NT$100 matinees, book
online at www.artsticket.com.tw, or at
the box offices of one of the three
venues. On sale starting May 28.
Venues: Chungshan Hall, No. 98 Yan Ping
S. Rd.; President Cinema, 4F, 59, Chung
Hua Rd., Sec. 2; Metropolitan Hall, 25,
Ba De Rd.,Sec. 3
Each year the festival picks a city focus.
This year it's Moscow and St. Petersburg.
The closing film, NIGHT WATCH (2004),
is a depiction of the ramifications of a
medieval truce between opposing sides,
set in contemporary Moscow. Otherwise,
the festival will be showing classic Rus-
sian films like OCTOBER and PETER THE
GREAT, newer films like THE ITALIAN
and SHANTYTOWN BLUES, selections from
director-in-focus Alexander Sokurov, and
more.
Hohaiyan Music Film Festival
(R E 252 )R)
July 15-19, all day, in Taipei at the
President Theater (}&%f/5kkz)
July 20-24, nightly at 8:30pm, at Fulong Beach
Web: www.tdda.org/hohaiyanmff/
The Hohaiyan Music Film Festival is ex-
actly what it sounds like-a bunch of
films that have something to do with
music. The fest will include both a local
competition section and an eclectic lot
of rocker cult classics, with everything
from classics like The Wall and A Hard
Day's Night to popular movies like Almost
Famous to new music documentaries. A
full list of screenings is posted on the
website.

",

B o

Museums

* Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei
(BALEEErEE)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (&dtiifZ61:39%5%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
MEMBRANE ONTO MAGIC (fiEHJ@&): Cura-
tor Rita Chang applies Physics' concept
of time and space to the aesthetic expe-
rience of artists in an attempt to ex-
plore sensation beyond the visible. The
exhibition combines a few 2-D paint-
ed-surfaces works with installation, in-
cluding an eerily wonderful moving wall
of light by Tau Ya-lun and Yan
Chung-hsien's recreation of a famous
painting from the Northern Song Dynasty
in a ballroom-sized installation of pillows.
Through Jul 24.

% National Museum of History
(BZRE S P EE)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei
Tel: (02) 2361-0270
Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
EXPERIENCE THE HEARTBEAT OF LIFE:
This is a pottery exhibition of the work
of Bai Mu-quan (HK4%), a Taiwanese
potter born in 1955. Through Jul 10.
OLD WORDS, NEW EXPRESSIONS: Solo ex-
hibit for German artist Gunther Uecker
(at the German Cultural Center).
Through Jul 31.

CRANE WORLD: Joint exhibition for Yan
En-Sheng (%5 & 4=) and Chen Jia-Sheng
(F#H0E%). Through Jul 31.

FROM THE LEGEND OF LADY WHITE
SNAKE-THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE
LEIFENG PAGODA (5 Il 35 —F)ET il (5 fip {5
ZyJ2): This exhibition is themed around
the famous legend of the White Lady, a

(LT P IS 4955%)

EVERYONE 1€ LINE
A CECRET CPY...

snake who purportedly transformed her-
self into a woman and fell in love with
a young shopkeeper. After various inci-
dents and encounters, she was trapped
under the Leifeng Pagoda by the black
magic of a crafty monk. Through Sep 7.
 National Palace Museum
(BLHCE )

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei
TEI T E22158)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics,
porcelain, calligraphy, painting, ritual
bronzes, jade, lacquer wares, curio cabi-
nets, enamel wares, writing accessories,
carvings, embroidery and rare books.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF:
This is an exhibition of Professor Jo-
hannes Hajime lizuka's ancient map col-
lection. Through Aug 31.

% National Taiwan Museum

(Bt

(B7.5 E HYIEE)
2 Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (&]LiZE[5EE255%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened af-

ter repairs.
% TAIWAN IN MAPS
(HbE & #): A rare and voluminous col-

lection of maps of Taiwan, including de-
mographic maps, satellite images, and
historical maps dating to pre-colonial
times. Through Sep 18.

% Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(GBI TEE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
(AL e = Fi1815F)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays
CHEN XIAO-PENG'S SOLO EXHIBITION:
Chen Xiao-peng ([5f & HH) is a painter
whose work is characterized by abstract
use of geometrical shape and line, done
in acrylic. Not only will her important
works since 2000 will be on display, but
there will also be a special work for the
museum. Through Jul 24.

CHILDREN'S FACES, REFLECTIONS OF THE
HEART:  This solo exhibition of LIU
GUO-ZHENG's oil paintings reflects of
childhood experiences and social and do-
mestic relationships. Through Jul 31.
MEMORIAL EXHIBITION OF CHEN HS-
ING-WAN: This solo exhibition is held in
memory of the late Chen Hsing-wan ([f

I WISH | WAS
AN ALIEN AND

PEOP[E CMT CONTROL THE

OPINNING OF THE EARTH.

S fgi ). Active from the 70s until her
death in 2004, her work often had a
natural element to it, and she utilized a
wide variety of materials. Everything
from ink and oil paint to cloth and ani-
mal skins has been seen at one time or
another. Through Aug 21.

% THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM: At this
moment in Italy, Taiwan is currently
sponsoring its sixth pavilion as part of
the worlds most important event for
contemporary art. At home, the museum
has created this retrospective of the
past five Biennales, with all the works
that were shown. Artists include Wu
Ma-li, Chen Jun-jieh, Hou Jun-ming, and
a number of others. Through Nov 6.
CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from
the permanent collection focusing on
Taiwanese artists in the 20th century.
The exhibition tries to convey how artis-
tic concepts, trends, and materials have
changed over the course of the century.
Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

%Hong Gah Museum

(B SEAiTAE)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (&dLmiAZER:2605575F)
Tel: (02)2894-2272

Open: Tue-Sun, 10:30am-5:30pm
STORYNEST 2005 SOLO SHOW-THE SPECI-
MEN OF MEMORY: This is an exhibition
of photographs, text, music, and pictures

altered by digital technology. Through
Jul 31.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(OHEA )

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLiff-m40552-34%)
Tel: (02) 2507-7243

SPRING ETHER COMING AND GOING (&%
#3H): A solo exhibition by Jun T. Lai
(FEffisf). Jul 9-Aug 6.
% SLY Artspace
1F, #15-2, Lane 11,
Sec. 2 (104 1dL%—
Tel: (02) 2561-1548
Open: Wed-Sun, 1pm-8pm

| LOVE MYSELF: Through Jul 17.
THE ADVENTURE OF THE HERO
(T2 fi€): Through Jul 17.

* Taipei Artist Village
(G LB

#7, Beiping E. Rd.
Tel: (02) 3393-7377
Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

HUMAN Z0O: A mixed media exhibition
featuring installation art, interactive art,
dance, performance art. Through Jul 9.
SIGN (f57%%): A solo exhibition of Patrick
Palucki's work. Installation art. Jul 16-Aug

Zhongshan N. Rd,
LB 11515- 257 148)

(LR 455%)

14.

% Wistaria House

#1, Lane 16, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec. 3 (¥#r
ir‘iﬁ% ~EH1635155%)

Tel: (02) 2363-7375

Open: 10am-11:30pm

A PILGRAMMAGE THROUGH THE EYES OF A
MONK: This exhibits the photography of
one of the three foreign disciples of the
Venerable Tenzin Legphel Priyadarshi and
displays photographs taken in India, Nepal,
Tibet, and Sri Lanka. Through Jul 15.

% Challenge / Back to PaLaKuwan -
Tour and dialogue of tribe culture

Welcome Taiwanese and oversea youths
apply! PalLaKuwan, the meeting chamber
of man, the core spirit of Puyuma tribe.
Throughout the activity, the youth is
brought back to experience the life of
the tribe, and learn the culture in the
lecture, tune up with the tribe, and
build up the pride of the tribe through
the physical activities and crafts.

% Prospective applicants: 50 Taiwanese
and oversea students , 15-22 years old
youth, love nature and willing to experi-
ence culture-capable of hard work.

s Enrollment number: 50 Taiwanese and
oversea students ¢Period: July 15, 2005
~ July 19, 2005 3k Fee: Al free 3% Camp
location: Pinaseki community, Bei Nan,
Taidong Country 3 Application deadline:
June 30, 2005 (by delivery) % Contact: 6F
No.220, Lecyun 2 Rd., Taipei 104/ TEL:
02-85093529-85093530/FAX: 02-25326130/
E-mail: tivb@ms21.url.com.tw

sk Program structure:

Part I:Cultural orientation: Introduction
to Puyuma ritual, religion, legends,
taboos, food, costumes, and architecture.
At the end, teach you how to collect
and recognize herb.

Part [l:Physical activities and art work-
shop: Training in wrestling, races, and
archery. The art workshop includes the
study of weaving flora loops, clothes,
and embroidery.

Part Ill:Visit the tribe: Visit the Green
tunnel, origin of tribe, the holy mountain,
hunting ground, studios, and National
museum of prehistory. Enjoy the culture.
of Taidong and the beauty of nature.
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