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Lost in space at the Venice Biennale

China's failed launch, Taiwan's lament for freedom, and more good art than one critic can bear

HIS YEAR was the first time for

BY SUSAN KENDZULAK
China to sponsor a national pavilion
at the Venice Biennale, and the event

posed a question for its NY-based

artist/curator Cai Guo-qiang: what should a
national pavilion be like for the 21st century?
Entitled "Virgin Garden: Emersion," the
display area was located in the garden area of
the Arsenale. But instead of coming to
Venice with a bang as had been expected,
Cai's exhibition was more subtle — actually it
opened with a fizzle.

For the opening, artist duo Peng Yu and
Sun Yuan tried launching a small spaceship.
In building it, they had collaborated with a
real Anhui Province farmer Du Wenda, who
has gained notoriety for making small
spaceships in his spare time. But as the
artists and the farmer had differing notions
and motivations, their partnership was
complex and uneasy. As the spaceship's motor
revved up, there seemed to be a hope of
liftoff for the large assembled crowd.
However, the fan-belt broke, and the failed
launch seemed to symbolize the complex and
disparate future dreams of China's people.

This was just one moment, however, in a
five-day whirlwind trip to Venice last week
that was unfortunately not enough time to
take in this exhibition in its incredible
enormity. The 110-year-old Venice Biennale,
which officially opened Jun. 12 and runs to
Nov. 06, this year consists of national pavilions
for about 70 countries and two international
exhibitions, "The Experience of Art" curated
by Maria de Corral and "Always a Little
Further" by Rosa Martinez.

De Corral's exhibition of 49 artists is set
up more like a conventional museum of
modern art. There's a big room of Francis
Bacon paintings, another room of Philip
Guston's, and a huge room devoted to the
classical-like figurative sculpture of Thomas
Schutte, who won a Golden Lion to the
surprise of many of the attendees. In addition,
some contemporary works were included, such
as Chen Chieh-jen's (K%E‘?»f:) Facrory; a
striking film about unemployed female
garment workers in Taoyuan.

At the press conference before the
Chinese "launch," both Chinese and Italian
officials congratulated each other and spoke at
length about the future strengthening of
official and economic ties between both
nations, with art taking a backseat.

Meanwhile, there was no conflict or fuss
about Taiwan having its own pavilion, probably
due to its being listed under "collateral
events" organized by the "Taipei Fine Arts
Museum of Taiwan" — which is what the big
signh out front read — rather than "participating
countries." Since Taiwan was not claiming its
own national identity, no problems arose as
in the Sao Paulo Biennale three years ago,
where China pressured organizers into
removing the "Taiwan" sign from the
entrance of Taiwan's exhibition hall there.

The Taiwan Pavilion at the current
Biennale is located in a heavy touristy area
only a minute away from the San Marco

o g v

s

Plaza and next to the famous Bridge of Sighs.
As a result, it receives many visitors, which is
why the museum prefers to showcase several
artists at a time rather than exhibit only one.
The "Spectre of Freedom," curated by Jason
Wang (FFEE), takes its title from a Luis
Bunuel film and exhibits the work of four
Taiwanese artists -- Kao Chung-li ((FE%Y),
Tsui Kuang-yu (), Lin Hsin-i (WRIKIA)
and Kuo I-chen ([Z5R) - under the rubric
of allusive freedom. Kao shows his hand-drawn
animations spewing forth from noisy projectors.
Tsui shows several of his witty performative
videos, Lin creates an Internet area for
people to take part on an artist strike, and
Kuo recreates his ominous projection of an
airplane shadow on the ceiling that he
debuted at the Taipei Biennial 2004.

By way of comparison, many of the
national pavilions made more conservative
choices, exhibiting older and more established
artists in museum-like settings. The US
pavilion showed Ed Ruscha paintings, while
the British pavilion showed new works by
Gilbert and George.

Pavilions showcasing work I found to be
emotionally moving included those of
Lithuania, Poland, and Spain. Lithuania's
presentation of Jonas Mekas's films titled
"Celebrations of the Small and Personal in
the Times of Bigness" was incredibly poignant.
Poland exhibited Artur Zmijewski's film, in
which he recreated the chilling Stanford
Prison Experiment, a work still very relevant
to today. Spain's presentation of the work of
Muntadas, titled "On Translation," insightfully
explored the notions of language and meaning,

Many of Asia's pavilions were also strong.
In Japan's, Miyako Ishiuchi's photo
documentation of her deceased mothet's
belongings, including old lipstick tubes and
lacy undergarments, was monumental without
being maudlin. Thailand's pavilion in the
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ABORT!  ABORT! "Farmer Du Wenda's Flying Saucer" o real mechanical flying machine by Yu Peng and Sun Yuan, failed to leave the
ground at the opening of China's pavilion at the Venice Biennale last week.
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cloister of a church was called "Those Dying
Wishing to Stay, Those Living Preparing to
Leave" and perfectly wedded Buddhist-inspired
works to the Catholic site. Deceased artist
Montien Boonma's sculptures and Araya
Rasdjarmrearnsook's videos, in which she
lectures about death to corpses lying at her
feet, were life affirming rather than morbid.

Singapore's pavilion was one of the
bravest. Conceptual artist Lim Tzay Chuen
proposed to transport one of Singapore's 5
Metlion sculptures (part lion, part fish) to
Venice. When he didn't receive permission
after exhausting all possible bureaucratic
channels, he kept his new proposal a secret
to be revealed only at the opening. His new
installation, which was simultaneously sarcastic,
confrontational, aesthetic and functional, was a
public bathroom, and since it was located
near the Arsenale, it came in handy, as there
were no other restrooms neatby.

Along with China, other first timers at
Venice 2005 included the central Asian
countries Kazakhstan, Kyrgyztan, Uzbekistan,
and Afghanistan, proving that an artist no
longer needs to live in Western art centers
such as New York or Berlin in order to
create. We can tell that to the art student
organizers of the "Taiwan Art Award 2005
Venice Biennale" — a cash award given from
a Tailwanese point of view — who claim in
their brochure that Taiwan is "culturally
subject to long-term western control." As a
conceptual art project, their argument is
simplistic and mimics the system they atre
criticizing; but still, the prize presented by
filmmaker Tsai Ming-liang to Afghani artist
Lida Abdul will contribute immensely to
creating future artistic possibilities in
Afghanistan.

Susan Kendzulak s an arase Lving i Taper.
Contact her at: kendzulab@hotmail com




Our anemic English-language media

Reading between the lines of Taiwan's disappointing dailies and other news outlets

BY JACK TRUSELLO

TAIWAN'S ENGLISH-LANGUAGE press is
a miserable failure. I'm not just talking about
typos in the Zzpes Zimes or the comedy
gold that is ICRT. I'm talking about a
systematic failure on the media's patt to
provide broad categories of necessary news to
readers, viewers, and listeners.

The failure is double-barreled — two very
different constituencies depend on Taiwan's
English-language press and are failed by it in
equal measure.

The first failed constituency is the one
that lives outside Taiwan and subscribes to
The Aszan Wall Streer Journal reads
dispatches from the Associated Press, and
suffers through Mike Chinoy on CNN. This
constituency is composed of international
businesspeople, policy wonks in global capitals,

random Asiaphiles, and the increasingly rare
animal known as the general-interest reader.
All of them would be better informed about
Taiwan if the press didn't limit itself almost
exclusively to two very narrow themes —
economic news and cross-strait relations.

Pick up a copy of the Journa/ you'll
read about new earnings reports from Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing (TSMC) and
you'll learn about President Chen Shui-bian's
(B7KkJF) views on Chinese saber-rattling. But
you won't read much about the social effects
in Taiwan of TSMC's having moved the bulk
of its manufacturing in China. Nor will you

read much about Taiwanese people's changing
attitudes toward their own cultural identity,
attitudes that helped elect Chen to begin with.
Reading only the Jowrra/ and watching only
CNN, you could easily develop the impression,
as many international observers have done,
that pro-independence sentiment within
Taiwan is driven top-down by that hot-headed
troublemaker Chen, and in no sense springs
up from the actual feelings of actual
Taiwanese people. Yet that's exactly what's
going on.

The second constituency for the
English-language press is foreigners living in
Taiwan, especially those whose poor grasp of
Mandarin limits them to reading the three
English-language papers and listening to ICRT.

The foreign constituency differs from the
international in that wamworen need not
depend so much on the media for
information about wide-ranging social
conditions in Taiwan - they're surrounded by
these conditions, and can learn about them
through friends and by using their eyes and
(to some extent) their ears. But they are still
pootly served by a media that allows its local
news coverage to slant toward the dull, the
official, and the irrelevant. Why should an
English teacher in Taoyuan care about petty
sniping among grandstanding politicians? Ot
about mind-numbing official pronouncements
from the MOEA, the DGBAS, and all those
other alphabet-soup government agencies?

What waguoren need to learn more about

is the day-to-day consciousness of the
Taiwanese people who sutround them, but it's
hard for foreigners to educate themselves in
this way when the English-language media
does such a poor job of reporting the strange
and wonderful stories that periodically capture
this country's imagination. A recent example
is the story about the Taipei city councilman
who went public with allegations that funeral
patlors were selling food offerings to nearby
restaurants, which in turn were alleged to be
serving the offerings to customers. The story
provoked massive outrage among a disgusted
Taiwanese populace — though the story later
turned out to be a total fabrication, the
invention of an ambitious politician who
inexplicably believed that concocting such a
tale would provide a boost to his career.

Granted, the funeral-parlor story was a
little on the silly side, and would have been
of no interest at all to the Jfowurnals
international readers. But when a story like
this commands such rapt attention among
Taiwanese people, foreigners living here need
to know that something is happening around
them. The English-language media fails them
by reporting on stories like this one
incompletely, or late, or not at all.

Foreigners who don't understand Mandarin
will always be the last to know. But they
don't desetve to be totally clueless.

Fress Pt is 2 column covering media and events,
Send your feedpack to eapors@litpaocom.
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The Chairman: rockers to the core

BY DAVID FRAZIER

HEN MEGADETH played at
\-X/ Formoz 2000, I couldn't help but

think to myself, "How random is
this?" Hundreds of kids were sitting around
in a dilapidated warchouse and waiting for
hours until the band finally went on
sometime after 3am. What I didn't know then,
and finally got a sense of last week when
talking to The Chairman (FEEZR) about their
new album, Zooking For A Brave New
World (F—{EHTHTL), was what the 1980's
represented to Taiwanese (and in many ways
I can't get into here, Chinese) rock.

The Chairman wete formed in 1997 by a
group of five friends, but two of them, lead
singer Wu Yung-ji (5%7‘](%:), or A-chi, and
bass player Du Wen-Xiang (F:307#), or
Xiao-bai, had started their first band years
earlier in 1989. Xiao-bai grew up in Keelong
and A-chi was from not too far away in
Rui-fang, a mountain valley village where his
father worked as a miner. His parents still
live there and technically so does A-chi, but
these days, "if I've been drinking, I'll stay in
Taipei."

As teens, the pair would ride a 50cc
scooter more than an hour to Taipei. "In
Keelung there was nothing going on," said
A-chi. But in Taipei, there were two, count
'em two, rock pubs in the Taida area. Fun
House, which they say was Taiwan's earliest,
put most mostly pop cover bands on stage
and closed "in 1989 or 1990. I don't really
remember,”" said Lin Da-jun (PAK$5), another
founding member. "At the time, there weren't
even ten bands in the scene." The other
place was Wooden Top, Taipei's first
"underground" joint for live music. There,
Ach-i remembers, "All the bands were
covering Megadeth or Metallica."

In the years surrounding the removal of
Taiwan's martial law in 1988, liberalization
was increasing its pace both economically and
socially, and that included growing quantities
of imported western rock CDs. So they were
listening to Guns 'n Roses, Skid Row, Motley
Crue, Metallica, and Da-jun makes no bones
about it, "we still love Metallica."

The hard rock and heavy metal of the
80's became a sort of template for Taiwanese
rock's second (or possibly third) generation (it
depends on whether you make a break
between Wu Bai's eatly 90's stuff and mid-
to late-90's bands like The Chairman and
Assassin). Power chords, the screaming Axl
Rose vocals, flames and skulls, black t-shirts,
long hair. The information kids had to go on
was scant. "When we were buying CDs, we'd
just pick the one with the most wicked covert,"
said A-chi.

Social attitudes wete still conservative. "If
you had long hair and a cop saw you driving
around, he'd pull you over just for that," said
Da-jun.

"In 1995," he continued, "there was no
underground culture, so we wanted to create
underground culture. Other bands were only
playing covers, and we were playing originals.
At first, only a few people listened. It went
from there."

They chose their band's name, because
was our own product and we were the
bosses," said Da-jun.

Early on, lyrics were all about typical rock
stuff — gitls, being a frustrated teen, good
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The Chairman: (left to right) Da-jun, A<hi, How, Mickey, Xiao-bai.

times — and all in Hoklo (Taiwanese). "Wu
Bai was a little before us and he'd put out
albums in Taiwanese, so we knew we could
do it too," said A-chi, who writes the lyrics.
Since then, they have bounced back and
forth between Hoklo and mandarin, and on
the new album, the ratio is 7:3 in favor of
the latter. But in A-chi's view, "the important
thing is not language but that the melody
sounds good."

Now, eight years since The Chairman
were formed, there are three remaining
founding members — A-chi, Da-jun, and
Xiao-bai — and they're all 35. A-chi is
married and a new father. A former drummer
has gone over to another 2nd/3rd generation
rock band, Back Quarter (PU453f&), and
another former member died of leukemia in
2000. So they've picked up two new members,
Guo Ren-hao (FEAZE), or How, and Lin
Jun-min (PR ), or Micky.

The Chairman's style has changed
somewhat with the times, but it's also had a
certain consistency. Even though they've
brought in some loops and electronic effects
and collaborate with a DJ from time to time,
the core is still rock powered by two guitars,
primary and secondary vocals, bass and drums.

Their matk on the local scene is also
beginning to manifest. Their first CD of 2000,
N7 Bu Lizo Gar IFANT#E — You Don't
Understand), sold around 50,000 copies. Now
that power-rock influence is coming through
in younger bands that are not so directly
influenced by the west, including some that
might not admit it like Hi Her CXUd) and at
least one in Pingdong County that does, says
Da-jun. "They imitate a lot of what we do,
especially the vocal style, even the name —
we are "The Chairmen,' they are just "The
Man."

The Chairmen have released five CDs to
date, all on different labels. But as Taiwan's
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music industry has more or less plunged into
chaos, their first CD represents their peak,
which is to say that sales of subsequent CDs
have steadily dropped. For the Zookug for
A Brave New World, which is put out by
Click Music, they say they're only pressing 4,
000 copies initially.

They're still together as a band for a very
simple reason. "It's what we do," said
Xiao-bai. "We need to do this. We're not
trying to get anything out of this."

As for the new CD, Zooking for a New
Workd may be The Chairman's best so far.
But like Da-jun says, from this one you can
tell, "we're not just a band that makes loud
music."

By gnashing it a little bit less, the band
manages to show a range they haven't
exhibited before. The CD's first two tracks,
"New World" and "Just Give Me a Chance,"
are pure radio rock, sort of like the local
version 90's Tom Petty, and they've made it
onto pop stations like Wave Radio and UFO.
"Wind Guage200" opens with an electro funk
intro, then goes into revving guitars and a
melody that's easy and on the pace. Then
"Lounge Bat" is sparser and more synth
influenced (if not synth performed), recalling
the Culture Club/Soft Cell era (or Franz
Ferdinand) with I'm-seducing-you vocals and a
slower but insistent rhythm. One of the best
tracks is "Tatoo"; with an acoustic guitar
intro, it's a raspy ballad, Pearl Jamish, and
comfortably progressing into hard guitar parts.
I also liked the 8-minute plus "Heart Sutra,"
where powerful chant-like vocals take a
momentum of their own over a backdrop of
sparse acoustic guitar strums, electric picking,
chirping crickets, and rock rhythm. In a lot
of ways, I get the sense that The Chairman
are cleatly modulating what they're about. The
good news is, it's working.




Innocent Voices (left) we can recommend, but as for Ambrose Hsu as o tearshedding FBI agent in 444 caveat emptor.

BY MALCOLM PARKER
EP, I'M an idiot. I am off on
vacation to gallivant about beaches

Y and jungles when I should have

remained here to become pastier in the
gloaming of the Taipei International Film
Festival. And it's just right for brooding, with
the focus on Russian cinema and a nice
sidebar for Andrei Tarkovsky. I could have
refreshed my Russian, slammed some vodka,
and done a Russian steam ritual, running my
fevered brain from Tarkovksy to the cooling
waters of the latest rushing mainstream films.
I'll be thinking of you lucky ones seeing
Andrer Rubley (what, no Szalker?).

— New Releases: Jun. 24—

Initial D: The Movie (5H3CF D)

THEATRES: Mandarin: Carnival, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Shin
Kong Cineplex, WV (Xinyi), WV (Miramar), WV (Tienmu),
Cinemark, Shin Shin, Bai Lao Hui, Mei Hua, Ha La; Cantonese:
Le Sheng, Carnival, WV (Xinyi), WV (Miramar), WV (Tienmu),
Cinemark, Shin Shin, Breeze, Bai Lao Hui, Scholar, Governor

Director Andrew Lau (BIfF5H) teams up with
Alan Mak (Z8JEME) to go from the intense
plotting of the /azferna/ Atffarrs seties to the
intense four-wheel drift of this street racet's
wet dream. The film stars Taiwanese golden
boy Jay Chou (JEZNf) as Takumi Fujiwara,
a quiet boy who delivers tofu for his dad, a
legendary street racer played by the sleepless
Anthony Wong (HFKAE). ]ommg them are a
bunch of street racers aiming to be the
fastest on the winding mountain roads:
Edison Chen (Bf7E#7), Shawn Yue (FR3CE5),
and Jordan Chan (@/J\ﬁ) The racing scenes
look thrilling and minus all the crappy digital
stuff from Z7Ze Fast and the Furous, but the
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plot? We don't need no steenking plot, we
got cute boys pulling their stick shifts and
fast cars. (Andrew Lau and Alan Mak, Hong
Kong, 2005, Mand or Cant/Ch subs)

Wolf (IR)

THEATERS: Cinemark, Scholar

Speaking of Andy Lau, this is a Taiwan
rip-off of Zufernal Atffairs, with

Ambrose Hsu (FHHEE) and Jimmy Lin (PRE&
%) as orphan buddies separated at a young
age, Hsu to become an FBI agent and Lin
to become a gangster hit man. Hsu inevitably
has to track down Lin, and each becomes the
other's "wolf" (see, it's a duality!). Anya plays
the chick/love interest. (Lin Ho-long 7%(5}5%,
Taiwan, 2005, Mand/Ch subs) -David Frazix
Innocent Voices (ffilE 11 j5%)

THEATRES: Chang Chun, Hoover

Zlnnocent Vorces joins the group of foreign
films to come to Taiwan lately that with
maturity and thought have explored the adult
world through the eyes of children. Mexican
ditector Luis Mandoki thankfully leaves
Hollywood weepies behind for this gritty tale
of El Salvador. Chava is an 11-year-old boy
living in an impoverished village, where the
youths are being drafted into the army.
Chava's charismatic Uncle Beto, a rebel,
arrives and gives Chava a radio which proves
to be a source of hope. Mandoki can still
craft a beautiful image and there are many in
the film, but it is the idea of hope and faith
in the face of unrelenting misery that gives
the film its glow. (Luis Mandoki,
Mexico/US/Puerto Rico, 2004, 120min,
Sp/Ch subs)

Yesterday (7KNETHIEEE)

THEATRES: Majestic, Scholar
A South African film which deals with the
AIDS epidemic, JYeszerday is the first film to

be made in the Zulu language to have an
international release and also won the first
Human Rights Film Award at the Venice
Film Festival. Director Darrell Roodt (Czy;
The DBeloved Country) focuses on the life of
the eponymous woman (played firmly by
Leleti Kumalo), a mother recently diagnosed
with HIV, whose wish is to see her daughter
go to school. The drama of the situation
lends itself easily to simplistic emotions but
the power of Kumalo performance and the
genuine nature of the problem keep the film
from descending irrevocably into being a
mawkish tearjerker. (Darrell Roodt, South
Aftica, 96min, Zulu/Ch subs)

Unleashed ([ X)

THEATRES: Showtime, Governor, Cinemark, Breeze, Shin Shin,
Spring Cinema Galaxy, Scholar, Dong Nan Ya, Bai Lao Hui,
Yang Ming, Ha La, Carnival

Unleashed is a rare bird among action films:
it has some ideas and a heart in addition to
kinetic thrills. Written by Luc Besson and
directed by Louis LeTerrier (apt name), the
film gives Jet Li a worthy vehicle for his
talents, plus it has Bob Hoskins in fully rabid
pit-bull mode. Li is Danny, raised by gangster
Hoskins in a lethally effective B.F. Skinner
experiment to become a whirling juggernaut
once his collar is removed. Li meets up with
blind piano tuner Morgan Freeman and his
musical daughter, who take him in and teach
him the meaning of love, family, and vanilla
ice cream. The peace cannot last. Yuen Wo
Ping's choreography delivers throughout, a
close quarter scrap in a toilet closet is a
standout. It isn't subtle, but it is solid,
refreshing, and, praise be, brief. (Louis
LeTerrier, US, 2005, 102min, Eng/Ch subs)
Anmityville Horror ([&%)

THEATRES: Le Sheng, Showtime, Carnival, Spring Cinema
Galaxy, Shin Kong Cineplex, Scholar, Shin Shin, Bai Lao Hui,
Ha La, Breeze, Governor, Dong Nan Ya, Yang Ming, Cinemark,
WV (Xinyi), WV (Miramar), WV (Tienmu)

A redoing of the laborious 1979 film starring
wooly James Brolin, this one features
implausibly buff Ryan Reynolds as the dad
going mad. A family moves into a creepy
house only to find out that the son of the
last occupants brutally murdered his family 28
days after moving in. The daughter finds a
mysterious friend with eight-ball eyes. The
dad hears things, bad things. The days clack
by. Producer Michael Bay and team update
the look, running it through the Seez film
wash of bilious colors, and polish it all up
with some flashy cuts. Unnecessary now as it
was then, the movie is a second tier horror
film at best. (Andrew Douglas, US, 2005,
90min, Eng/Ch subs)

Inuyasha the Movie vol. 4 — Fire on the
Mystic Island (R1EZ X —HLEZ EHKE)

THEATRES: President, Cinemark, WV (Xinyi), WV (Miramar),
WV (Tienmu)

An anime based on a Japanese TV series in
which a gang of gifted and magical characters
led by Inu Yasha battles four gods named
the Shitoushin who wish to control the
mysterious and powerful island, Houraijima.
The usual leaping, sword swishing, ray
blasting material that is for fans only.
(Toshiya Shinohara, Japan, 2004, 100min,
Jap/Ch subs)
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— East Taipei -
Breeze [(({/#H%)

39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(R — B 39 B8]

in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Tel: (02) 2757-2345
— Ximending —
Ambassador ([

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival (3ZF3)
Cinemark (E—ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁwi}iﬂ 52 Emei St (MEIEEE 52 55%)
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Tel: (02) 2388:9948

(G LT /RIS T 1 38 5% B1), in the liv- Hoover [553)

ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang St
Tel: (02) 3762-2001 (uitmﬁafﬁﬁi 89 5%
Mei Hua (51 Tel: (02) 2331-5067

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hopi Majestic (E#3E
Lt S o

Tel: (02) 2737-2295
Warner Village, Xinyi
CENE TS (E55)

16-18 Songshou Rd
luitmﬁwﬂﬂ 1618 5%)

Tel: (02) 2331-2270
President ({4

59, Sec 1, Zhonghuo Rd
(GG RS 1B 59 55)
Tel: (02) 2388-5576

88 Chengdu Rd 1;.1]:?552%%&% 88 5f)

116 Hanzhong St [l:l;“ﬂltﬁ(ﬁquﬂ 16 55%)

Showtime (H#1)

87, Sec 2, Wuchang St

[E LR 2 E&L 87 %)

Tel: (02) 2331-5256

Spring Cinema Galaxy (fg{%)

10F, 52 Hanzhong St (FEHRfET 52 5% 10 48) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui (5#}E)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd

(B ALTTREHTERS 4 B 200 557)
Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (556

3, lane 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(G ALTHRENTIRRS 4 B2 136 4 3 5%)
Te\ (02) 23686839

Ju Xing (B2 25k

1F, 36, ngchon St
(Gt S 5% 1 1#)

Tel:'(02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —
c:hang Chun (EF)

172 Chang Chun Rd
[BALTHREAR 172 57)

Tel: (02) 25074141
Governor ()

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
(BT R, 3 B 210 5%)
Te\ (02) 2741-5991
Scholar (£%)

176 Changchun Rd (&R 176 5F)
Tel: (02) 25164340

Shin Shin UL
247 linsen N Rd

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —

(B AT TRILES 247 55) Ha La (550
Tel: (02) 2537-1889 6F, 72, Sec 3, Kang Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House OFZ5) (&L AR EE gﬂ* 5“72%}%6@#

Tel: (02) 2633-5116
Warner \I'Ilage Miramar
CERIERTS)
69F, 22, Jing Ye 3rd
e st = b 22 31 69 M)
Tel: (02) 8161-1900
Warner Village, Tienmu
GEWREF KED
4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(AL kB B 202 5% 4 #2)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300
Yang Ming (509

13 Wenlin Rd (SCFKES 113 5%
Te\ (02) 2881-4636




The Taipei Film Festival puts up its dukes

A wealth of local film, both established and up-and-coming, mounts a challenge to the Golden Horse

BY TAN GABRIEL ROWEN

HILE THE Golden Horse (35552

J&) remains Taiwan's "big

international film festival," the last
few years have seen a dearth of entries in its
Chinese language competition section, and
there has even been some talk of canceling
the award. In the meantime, the Taipei Film
Festival (51LEEZE(T), which opens its
seventh year on Jul. 26 and runs for two
weeks, is becoming more attuned to exposing
local talent and, without all the baggage of
having to show the latest Woody Allen or
whatever is standard on the yeat's festival
circuit, it is also finding itself freer to pursue
more adventurous programming. In short,
TFF is proving that Golden Horse is not the
only big game in town.

The way Wen Tien-hsiang (] K1¥), who
has been programming TFF since 2002, sees
it, "[The Golden Horse] covers the latest in
top international films, while we can be more
focused."

For the last few years, TFF has featured
a special section with a geographical focus.
This year it's Russian film, not exactly the

sexiest or most obvious choice for audiences This year's Taipei Film Fesfival has a host of local tfalent, induding director Wang Mingfai's feature /Z.4r [love (§&% N\).  PHOTO: THF

previously treated to fare from Barcelona and

Kyoto. Wen mused, "Yes, it's a bit difficult. would be incligible for the Golden Horse.
But if we can do this, then maybe we can The Taipei Image Award has an even more
do anything." He continued, "When people populist focus and is restricted to films under
think of Russia, they think 'cold and 10 minutes in length. Its first place winner
communist, but many of the new films are will walk away with a generous NT$100,000,
quite diverse and lively." and all nine nominated directors will receive
TFF also features local heavyweight NT$30,000. Non-Taiwanese have actually won
directors Hou Hsiao-hsien and Tsai Ming-liang, ~ in the past — a Canadian director took
Hou's 7Zree Zimes will open the festival (Hou second place in 2000. The Grand Award
is also president of the Taiwan Film and section is also open to foreign residents, but
Culture Association, which runs the festival), no foreigner-made local films were selected
and Tsai's controversial blockbuster, 7Z%e this year in ecither of the above competitions.
Wapward Cloud, is in competition for the There is also the New Talent Competition,
event's top prize, the Taipei Grand Award, which features 14 films from young
which boasts a city-funded NT$1 million international directors, many of whom are
jackpot and has attracted 250 submissions this ~ being flown in for networking opportunities
year. and audience Q&As. Also in this section is
Balancing these auteurs will be films from Loves Lone [ower (fI\ig{€) by director
over 50 other Taiwanese filmmakers, and Tsao Jui-yuan (HEf/5), a local film that is
some of them, like /75t of Zron Chef a earning buzz as a film that, like Zommuk 77
political satire disguised as a culinary show, last year, may springboard from this festival
promise to be quite lively indeed. into commercial viability.
It remains to be seen, however, whether The Russian section is divided into
Tsai's Cloud, which was criticized by some in "Unforgotten Classics” and "New Russian
Europe for its non-committal depiction of Cinema" and includes Sergei Eisenstein's
rape, will thrust its way past his more seminal Oczober and Andrei Tarkovsky's 7Z%e
amateur competition. These includes several Sacrfice. Featured director Alexander
short DV and Betacam productions, which Sokurovhas a whopping 14 films on display,

but he unfortunately couldn't make it to
Taipei this year. New films include the
animated A/shz and Howuse of Fools, based
on the true story of a psychiatric hospital
threatened by invasion in the 1996 Chechen
war.

Tying these new and old threads together
for filmgoers will be Alexander Pozdnyakov, a
St. Petersburg-based producer and film critic,
who will be delivering an English talk (with
Chinese translation) on Sunday at 1pm at
President Cinema.

Rounding out the festival is the Global
Chinese Film and Video section, which places
Taipei in the context of international Chinese
filmmaking, and the non-competition section
for new films. Some of these look excellent,
like the Indian/US documentaty Borz zato
DBrothels, and Bad Fducation, the latest from
Spain's master of cathartic kink, Pedro
Almodovar.

TFF runs from Jfun. 26 to Jul S with
screenings at the President Cinema (GEFTEY )
Zhongshan Hall (H/L/%57), and Metropolitan
Hall (Br7EE7). Most films have Fnglish
subtitles. For more mfo, see the web site:
W 417, o1g: (.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

Y% Canada D'eh

Sat, Jun 25 2-11 pm

South of Paishawan Beach (north of Danshui),
at the home of Canadian Society founder
Pierre Loisel (see below for transport advice).
Tickets: NT$300, NT$150 for children under
12, free for tots; in advance NT $200 for
adults, NT $150 for kids available at Alley
Cat's Pizza (Taipei) and HOLA stores Last
year this beach party celebrating Canada's
national day drew 1,000 (they expected 500).
This year the band lineup includes MILK, THE
INCRIMINATORS, SALTWATER CROCS, and in-
ternational bluesmen GREG CARROLL and KEN
MINAHAN. There will be food. Tickets include
two food items: hamburgers, veggie burgers,
or hot dogs; chips and corn on the side;
available from 2 pm to 7 pm. Activities in-
clude face-painting and other kid's events,
beach volleyball, horseshoes, tug-of-war, fire-
works, a bonfire, and the Great Canadian
Trivia Contest. To get there: Free shuttle
buses will be available to and from Hong
Shulin MRT Station (average time to and
from MRT is 45 min.). Drivers can take Hwy
2 from Danshui to km marker 22. Watch for
signs on the left. Please do not drink and
drive.

% %USER o.a.c.n.

Fri, Sat, Sun, Jun 24, 25, 26, 9pm

The Wall (iZ#%) B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roo-
sevelt Rd (&b J%&HﬂEEﬁWE&mO?ﬁBU
Tickets: NT$750

The three-day concert series is called
"Swedish Rock Storm" (3iHiom )%y o m A —
B4 USERZEH]). It features USER o.a.c.n.
(of a common name), a power-pop-rock band
that was the winner of Sweden's NRJ Award
in 2004. They sing in English, are fronted by
a female vocalist, and there's a sort of Avril
Lavigne thing going on as the music is very
radio friendly, but on the whole it derives
less from (watered-down) punk than euro-rock.
Opening bands are PEPPERMINT (Jun 24),
TANG GUO JIU (Jun 25), and BB BOMB (Jun 26).

Y% Marine Paradise
Sat, Jul 2, 8pm-5am
Baishawan Beach ([]7&)

Tickets: free

Last year this party was just mad fun, and
how can you not love the free-ness? Just re-
member to keep the beach clean and put on
suntan lotion before you pass out on the
sand at 8 in the morning. DJ lineup includes
JERRY, KJK & ALT, TI-WI, MONK K & KINI,
PERRY, PHIENIX, and EDDIE. VJs are LIGHT,
ERIC, CH 7, MARC, CHILD, A-KA. Directions
to Baishawan are pretty similar to those to
Canada D'eh above, but this part is not in
the same place. By bus from Danshui (i%7K),
head towards Jin Shan (£:[l]) or take the Tai
Chi Chung Shin (&7 #L5%) bus towards Ji-
long (JEf%) and get off at Baishawan (F7)3i5)
stop. Then follow the signs to enter Baishawan
Ocean Park (where the beach road forks, go
right; total walk, about 1km).

% Folk Carnival

(RHCE RIS, - MG EEe)

July 1, 2 at 7:30pm; July 2 at 2pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (FAZfC&AE)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&b =aEIY
E50555%)

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Tickets: NT$800-2500

Nearly 50 singers, including Kimbo Hu (fff&E-k),
Pan An-bang (7&4#5), Zhou Zhi-ping (E7&7),
Cai Qin (%), Yin Zheng-yang (F%IF¥E), Xu
Jing-chun (FF#t7), Wan Fang (#75), and
others, will perform their classic folk songs
of the past 30 years.

% Xie Lei Oldies Concert

(R e 2 TR FPBE VS IR {2y )

July 3 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (A& AE)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&dLii{ &k
E5055f)

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Tickets: NT$800-2500

For those in their 60s, Xie Lei is a superstar
with an amazing voice. Here he'll perform his
classic songs.

% % Paul Gilbert

July 7 at 7:30pm

The Wall (GE#%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (
TRV EE20055B1)

Tel: (02) 3765-1861

Web: www.rockempire.com.tw
Tickets: NT$1000 b4 Jun 30

Rock guitar virtuoso Paul Gilbert (of Mr. Big,
Racer X), is launching his band's World Tour
in support of their new album, Spaceship
One. The line-up is Paul Gilbert on vocals
and guitar, Linus of Hollywood on bass, and
Jeff Bowders on drums. The tour will be
running through not only America, but also
East and South Asia, including two stops in
Taiwan, the other being in Tainan.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

aLTiERLT

% Blue Note
(#55H)
4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(FE T fREE = B 7157448
Tel: (02) 2362-2333
Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest

jazz bar. There are performances at least
five nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover
varies for special shows. Mondays and

Wednesdays: open jams, no cover. Tuesdays:
Jazz Improvisation, hosted by UNO, a member
of Jive Stakes Band who plays piano, NT$250
minimum. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUARTET,
NT$250 minimum. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS,
NT$350 minimum. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a
jazz quartet plus a vocalist, NT $350 mini-
mum. Sundays: TRIO JAZZ, including two
players from Japan, NT$250 minimum.

% Chocolate & Love

No. 148, Hsin-Yi Road, Sec. 4 ({SF:&IUEL1485%)
Tel: (02) 2702-4371

A restaurant-lounge with atmosphere and ab-
sinthe. Live music Wednesday to Saturday,
upstairs band area NT$100 cover, downstairs
bar no cover. Wednesdays: THE CHOCLOVE
EXPERIENCE, rock and rock ballads from the
70s and 80s, w/ covers of the Stones, Bowie,
etc. The lead guitarist plays left-handed and
will sometimes do the Jimi Hendrix teeth trick.
Thursdays (Jun 23, 30): WAVE, a jazz band
that plays slow and up-tempo jazz, NT$199 w/
drink. Fridays: All Kindza Jazz.

% Citizen Cain
(REI)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (
Tel: (02) 2708-4557
This bar and restaurant frequently hosts perfor
mances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays: Stand-
up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN, 9:30-11:
30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your in-
struments or just enjoy the jam, 9:30pm-12am
Fridays: A rotation of local and foreign DJs.
Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG, dancin' and
groovin' with the "big dawg,” 10pm-1am. Sun-
days: Poetry open mic, 7:30-9pm.
% The Living Room
(INEEEEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei
SRS R8I 31

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: ONYX JAZZ QUARTET

(BALTT R E6755%)

(Gt

(FiE1:7%), cool Jazz from the Onyx Quar-
tet featuring Jimmy (sax), Daisuke (drums),
Kinya (bass), and Paco (guitar). 8:30pm - 10:
30pm. Wednesdays: "Formosa Island Jam" w/
The RIDDIM OUTLAWS, a Japanese reggae
band, 8:30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Work-
shop (EfiEg&l5), open mic for art films from
8pm, followed by readings and performances.
All musicians welcome, but make sure to
book in advance. Fri, Jun 24: THE MESSAGE,
THE DEPORTED, punk, and THE CLIPPERS, ex-
perimental DJ indie radio plays. Hosted by
Rafe and Joe. 10pm - 3am, NT$100. Sat,
Jun 25: BLACK SHEEP, hot Texas style guitar
blues with cool new originals; with JUMP
JUMP EGG., in your face modern pop-rock.
10pm - 12am, NT$100. Mon, Jun 27: Theater
performance - "Fragments of What is Neces-
sary”, in a special Living Room booking, ac-
tor Mauro Sacchi will be performing a one
man piece entitled "Fragments of What is
Necessary."
% NTU Corridor Cafe
GERRIIYEAE)
NTU Sports Center 1F (&## K2 AT EE —
f#), intersection of Shinhai Rd
and Shinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656
Website: www.alucafe.com
The coffee shop and performance venue at
the nation's top college. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Thu, Jun 23, 30: Listen
to the music | wrote - lan (ZREEFREAJEC -
—J0), piano and guitar Urhan Folk style,
3pm, no cover. Thu, Jun 23: ERHU AND GU
ZHENG CONCERT (L5 | —iH 45 Er st e),
two college students will play Erhu and Gu
Zheng, 7:30pm, no cover. Fri, Jun 24: CHIB-
IN AND KAIYA, Jazz Tunes of Famous Male
Singers by Frank Sinatra & Nat King Cole (%
ﬂm}ﬁﬂﬁsﬁﬂ‘ﬁ - 35 R B A e B 5T v 4 R
), flute and piano jazz, 8pm, NT$350. Sat,
Jun 25: A Conversation of Classic and Jazz (
LB FF 1 %1 EE), flute solo and pop songs
played with jazz style, 3pm, no cover. Sat,
Jun 25: New Record Conference (¥rEiE %5
@r), performers include CONSIDER THE MEEK,
punk, THE DAYMAKERS, twins brother band
will play pop-punk, SUGAR LADY (%W ZZHD),
rockabilly, 7pm, NT$250. Sun, Jun 26: JAZZY
BON (f&1-44[H]), standard jazz and Latin jazz,
3pm, no cover. Wed, Jun 29 J.SWING will
play Swing, Blues, bop, Funk, and Bossa No-
va. 8pm, no cover. Fri, Jul 1: The Jazz
Band of Shin Chien University (B KB 4
REEEE AR A directed by XIE QI- BIN
(W), jazz classms, 3pm, no cover. Fri,
Jul 1: DIAGONAL INSTRUMENTAL TRIO (¥ffgf
=iz8), French music, jazz, Argentine Tango,
and some originals, 8pm, no cover. Sat, Jul 2:
MIRROR (J#$544/5]), jazz ballads, 3pm, NT$300.
Sat, Jul 2: ACHO GS (A nfZgi#E/Nf), jazz,
8pm, NT$250
* Riverside Music Cafe
(TEHE)
B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei
(GALTTRRITIRRS 3B 244:5:257B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam. Thu, Jun
23: DONG YUN-CHANG (#;# &), an aboriginal
guitar  poet, here playing with ZHAN
ZHAO-YUAN (f&JkJE). Fri, Jun 24: REAL COL-
LECTIVE QUARTET (£3-1:PUEE ), acoustic and
standard jazz. Sat, Jun 25: 1976, Brit-rock.
Sun, Jun 26: SMILE EGG + CHICKEN RICE (%
i), rockabilly, psychobilly. Wed, Jun 29:
BEAR BABES (HEFF ), pop, and PEPPERMINT

(7 a7 22 ), indie rock. Thu, Jun 30: RE-
LAX-ONE (#% %z %c), indie-pop. Fri, Jul 1:
JYOSTNA (#Z1E ) mini concert, new album

released. Sat, Jul 2: ALL STAR FINAL (1),
performers include BRACES (%), alternative;
NEON, rock, pop, COACH (#(#f), funkrock.
Sun, Jul 3: ALL STAR FINAL(2), performers
include LA PETITE NURSE (/)i -1-), rock;
LAND OF MESS (JEAELZ E), punk rock; PEP-
PERCATS (##f5), girl band power rock.

% Roxy Stage

161, Sec 1, Jian-guo S Rd. (EEIRAES—F216155%)
Tel: (02) 2731-9629

A live jazz house with comfortable sofas, a
relaxing atmosphere, and no cover. Tuesdays:
Open jam. Wednesdays through Sundays: 2BD
TRIO, Stage's house band, is a Chicago jazz
trio featuring singer and trumpeter Breinn
Perry, 10pm.

Yy Shannon

(T

6 Dunhua N. Rd. (FfbILiE%655%)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Thursdays:
LADIES NIGHT, w/ REPLAY BAND. Fridays and
Saturdays: Live bands, NT$250 w/ drink.

% Underworld

(b ik Er)

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dLiihlARS45%%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. Thu, Jun 23: D.G..S. (k
# 1), punk + FALL OF THIS CORNER (—[H;2
Fk), emo, punk. Fri, Jun 24: Have Your Seat!
[Fj4er, performers include 393 B1, post rock
+ CHASING SPARROW (B it %), emo,
post-rock. Sat, Jun 25: UNDO ({§Jit) + TUBE
(#1F$%). Thu, Jun 30: Goodbye!Underworld (
Mt #8518 51€r), performers include 1976 +
THE ENTERS, brit-rock, alternative.
% The Wall

(&%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (
&% Y B¢ 20057B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a half-dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets
vary, but generally cost NT$50 less in ad-
vance, and admission includes a drink. Shows
start at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Thu,
Jun 23, 30: LOCA 13 SALSA. Latin dancing
includes salsa, merengue, cha cha, and
bachata. 9pm, NT$250, free salsa dance les-
son at 9pm. Fri, Sat, Sun, Jun 24, 25, 26:
"Swedish Rock Storm" (¥ HiLsi )7 5 M4 —
e 4 USER%EH]), USER (Sweden), see Con-
certs above 9pm. Sun, Jun 26: Rockacola
day (0] £% i - ¥ 4% 1), performers include
CLAIRE (377K 5d), post rock + TIZZY BAC,
jazzy indie rock + ORANGE GRASS (f&%#), al-
ternative + 13 (¥52%), brit-pop + GROUPIE (
B R), rock. 4pm, NT$400, NTS$300 in ad-
vance. Tue, Jun 28: "Green Peace Station" (
HEFIFEES] SRR B ABEE), per-
formers include MIRROR R 4%H), jazz bal-
lads + XIAO HUANG-QI (jfii#2%y), blind singer +
The Super Band of JOY TOPPER (3%UH 7.2 [ &
B B AR SERR), punk, blues, local, folk,
post-rock, funk + XIAO FU-DE (FEt={%), a
Taiwanese rock singer + LTK (J&7K1& A7),
post-punk, 9pm, NT $300. Wed, Jun 29:
"Hammers Nail Nails, and Nails Nail Planks" ([
GHET$T T $7 T $T AR #), performers include
SLOW BURNING MACHINE (& BEHE) + MS.
STOCKINGS (f##%/\H), slowcore + IRIS, alter
native + ROSE DIN (#2£4£]), punk, 9pm, NT$250.
Sat, Jul 2: "Mad Party at the Wall #1," per-
formers include MC U-DOU (Japan) + MC
PLATTY + MAKIYA OF MAJESTICS + RED | &
BUKKAKE POFFE + DJ GANESH, roots and reggae,
9pm, free with flyer from The Wall.
% Witch House

(ZARNR)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&
RIS 3BES 65 757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission
is NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Jun 23: 929 BAND
(¥%[E ), —J1), socially concerned folk music.
Fri, Jun 24: YE SHU-YIN (ZEAS/HHEL Y 940%),
guitar folk and electric music by three musi-
cians, including ZHENG JIE-REN ([ £ {T-),
WANG JI-SAN (4 =), and ZHANG ZHEN-YA
(#E#RuE). Sat, Jun 25: DESERTS (GEf%), fe-
male singer-song writer. Thu, Jun 30: NATU-
RAL CURVE, bossa nova. Fri, Jul 1: XIE
YU-SHU (#752), husky voice captures your
heart. Sat, Jul 2: HAO-KE BAND, Hakka world
music by former members of Labor Exchange.

Dance Clubs

Y AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
SEFE I, —E¥8YBY)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of the
house and techno variety. Fridays: NT $500
w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300
w/ drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Fri-
day of the month is Lady's Nite, women get in
free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300

AALTRRAT

AL

Geelung Rd, Taipei (&L

w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Jun 25: "Follow Me
Gay Party,” NT$1000 women, NT$600 men,
NT$400 adv. (men only).

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
EAET SRR TUEL 9857 1114)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest




spinning block party, funkology, electric
boogaloo, rocksteady and future classics, pur-
portedly mixing the 5 elements of hip hop:
DJing, MCing, Breakdancing, Graffiti, and
Knowledge, NT$350 w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks
b4 midnight. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. 2nd Saturday every month (Jul 9):
Love Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA,
house, funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop,
NT$500. 3rd and 5th Saturday every month (
Jul 16, 30): A-ONE Part w/ special guest DJ
VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars DJ EDMUND
(AAAportlS, TW) & JIMMY CHEN (AXD, TW)
playing Soulful House, Funky Grooves and
Electro Twisted. %Sat, Jun 25: "Beat Sympo-
sium” featuring "the sound of South Africa after
dark,” a mix of funk, soul, broken beat, house,
disco, and kwaito from Antipodean DJs
PIERRE (Phat Beat Records, The Beat Sympo-
sium, South Africa), MARC KETS (Left4Dead_In
teractive, The Beat Symposium, South Africa),
ZOLTAN (Sound Garden, The Beat Symposium,
Hungary) with special guest DJ appearing af-
ter 4am, DJ CHOZIE. Tix: NT$500 w/ 2 drinks,
NT$350 w drink b4 11:30pm.

% Luxy

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT AR VU B 20157 7 A)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
"Fresh” w/ hip hop in the Galleria, and "Sug
ar" w/ house music in the Lotus room, NT$500
for men, or free b4 10pm, women free all
night. Third Wednesday of each month (Jun
15): 3RD Heaven Ladies Night, "fresh" hip
hop, R&B, and reggae in the Galleria, ladies
free, men NT$400 w/ drink. Thursdays: "Live
Thursday," live reggae from RED-1 7 THE RID-
DIM OUTLAWZ, NT$400 w/ 2 drinks, free b4
10pm. Second Friday of each month (Jul 8):
2 LEGIT PARTY, hip hop, R&B, reggae, w/
an hour of old skool 80's and 90's hip hop a
la MC Hammer. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$600,
NT$400 b4 11pm, free b4 10pm unless other-
wise noted. Fri, Jun 24: DJ VERTIGO, Tai-
wan's own fave for tribal house. % Sat, Jun
25: DJ KID CAPRI (US), a Bronx-born pioneer
of hip hop music and culture, considered by
some the worlds greatest DJ. Fri, Jul 1:
"Double Down Hip Hop" party in the Galleria.
Sat, Jul 2: "Saturday Fever" featuring the
Loop residents. Fri, Jul 8: "House Breaker"
w/ ASTON HARVEY (UK) of the Freestylers
and MC SIR REAL (UK,) along with residents
REASON and XIAO HEI, breakbeat-flavored
house.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&bl
LT =% 3105%  KE EHIE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays:
Bikini Girls Night, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm,
girls in bikinis free all night. Saturdays: Resi-
dents Party. Cab fare up to NT$200 is de-
ductible on entry, NT$600, NT$350 b4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (b /\fERES4E:13857121)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, no cover.
Wednesdays: LADIES 100, ladies NT $100 all

you can drink, men NT$500 all you can drink.
Fridays and Saturdays, ladies NT $350 w/
drink, men NT$500 w/ drink. Fri, Jun 24:
WE WANT YOUR T-SHIRT PARTY. It's arts and
crafts hour at Party Room, and the party an-
imals are being released from their cages to
create pure art from mere music, inspiration,
and, yep, t-shirts. While the deadline for
submitting designs has passed, the top 20
will be unveiled at the party for the inspec-
tion of some top designers, visual artists,
and DJs who will be serving as judges. The
top three get a significant amount of prize
money and more importantly, a one-year VIP
membership at Party Room. All party-goers
are encouraged to design their own t-shirts
and wear them to the party.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (LT /\fER4E13857121)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: LADIES 9, men NT$350, ladies free all
night, ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm. Fri,
Jun 24: "Plush 2005 Bikini Party,” NT$800, NT$500
b4 11pm, ladies in bikinis free.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&AL A
TRBSPUEL 18257 1F)

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,

11pm-6am, free for women, NT$300 for men
students free until 1am, *temporarily sus-
pended, begins again on Wed, Jul 6. Fridays
and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500 or NT$350
b4 midnight w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE,
SAM, dk, TEDDY-DONG. Sundays: After parties
from 7am-noon, NT$ 400 or NT $300 after
7am. Closed other nights. Fri, Jun 10: DRAG-
ON BOAT PARTY, 11pm-8am. Sat, Jun 11:
DRAGON BOAT PARTY II, 11pm-noon (Sun).

% Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building
(AACTHIAF#%2257B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for hoochie mamas and the
celeb/beautiful crowd. The 18 Lover bar is
open nightly, and the Room 18 dance club
area is open Wednesdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Saturdays: MINI SKIRT
NIGHT, free entrances for those sporting mini
skirts. Fridays and Saturdays: NT $700, full
entrance redeemable at the bar.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
Ebr<E RS 1B 15555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's
a bit dancier than at its sister club Roxy 99,
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150
after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

(BAETH{E B F24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though oth-
er styles  appear. Cover charge is
all-you-can-drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men
NT $450, ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI
NIGHT, dance contest, men NT$600, ladies
free, ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free
Smirnoff Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men
NT $500, ladies NT $300, ladies dressed ac-
cordingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays:
MINI-SKIRT NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. 2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE,
w/ DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Ja-

T CALL ! THIS SPACE CAN BE YOURS !
For advertising info call: {02) 8667-6655 x243

maica and Canada), better known as THE
0-BROTHAZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dance-
hall, roots, conscious, soca, and the odd bit
of French hip hop. This is a reggae night with
loyal followers, so you're guaranteed decent
music and a predictable crowd. Men NT$500,
ladies NT300.

Classical

NSO Opera Series - Falstaff
Fri, Jun 24 at 7:30pm, Sun, Jun 26 at 2:
30pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 & 44EE)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400-2000

Verdi wrote Falstaff based on Shakespeare's
The Merry Wives of Windsor and King Henry
IV, Parts 1 and 2. Metal and transparent
glass installations will be used in the perfor-
mance to create the atmosphere of a festive
carnival.

% Children s Piano Concert
Jun 25, 3pm

German Cultural Center, 12F, #20 Heping W.
Rd, Sec. 1(FIZEVLIEs—ETH5E T —1%)

Tel: (02) 2365-7294

Tickets: free

The renowned Taiwanese pianist Liu Mei-Jen
and her pupils aged 6 to 12 will perform.

Y Thomas Shultz Piano

Wed, Jun 29 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 & 445E)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1500

Acclaimed American pianist Thomas Shultz
performs classical and modern compositions.

% Li Yun-di Piano Recital

Thu, Jun 30 at 7:45pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 &445E)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$500-2500

Li performs works by Mozart, Debussy, Schu-
mann, and others.

% Made in Taiwan

Fri, Jul 1 at 7:45pm

National Concert Hall (|57 & 44EE)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-800

The Jin Hui Chorus performs a variety of "lo-
cal" choral arrangements, including choral ar-
rangements of songs from Taiwan, Taiwan's
aborigines, and a number of Asian nations.

% NSO - Tuba! Tuba!

Sat, Jul 2 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (% 5%48E)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1500

Several renowned tuba musicians combine for
this concert: Hungarian Philharmonic’s princi-
pal tuba player Jozsef Bazsinka, Germany's
Walter Hilgers, Oystein Baadsvik, Steve Rosse,
and Taiwan's Duan Fu-hsuan. Selections will

highlight tuba of course, including "Winter"
from Vivaldi's "Four Seasons."

% Tienjing Peking Opera
theater

Tue-Sun, Jun 21-26 at 7pm; Sat-Sun, Jun
25-26 at 2:30pm

National Theatre (% E%%IFz) 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (&dtiid L2172 15%)
- on the north side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 2771-5676

Tickets: NT$300-2000

A selection of short pieces will be performed
on each night.

% Shyen Lee - The Art of

Matrix

Sat, Jun 25

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(Bt % 5155), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei
(Hdbiid L 21,2 15%) - on the south side
of the plaza

Mleycat's
Pizia

Aué“&l's

Alervral s Liskul Jie

Earge Pies from NS250

Quality Red Wine @ NTSS5000 o ooy coptn o

Tickets: NT$200
A combo of modern dance and music.

% Vanishing of Atayal

Sat, Jul 2

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(FEBRIEIE3)

Tickets: NT$400

% Compania Maria Pages
Fri-Sun, Jul 1-3 at 7:30pm, Jul 2-3 at 2:30pm
National Theatre ([ 5% &k &Iz ) Tel: (02)
2771-5676

Tickets: NT$400-2500

The dance piece"Songs Before a War'will be
performed July 1 and 2. "Flamenco Republic
is the performance for July 3.

i‘rﬁl H .ﬁ ;

% Taipei Film Festival 2005
Jun 26-Jul 9

Tel: (02) 3322-1623

Web: www.tiff.org.tw

Tickets: NT$150, NT$100 matinees, book on-
line at www.artsticket.com.tw, or at the box
offices of one of the three venues. On sale
starting May 28.

Venues: Chungshan Hall, No. 98 Yan Ping S.
Rd.; President Cinema, 4F, 59, Chung Hua Rd.,
Sec. 2; Metropolitan Hall, 25, Ba De Rd.,Sec. 3
Each year the festival picks a city focus.
This year it's Moscow and St. Petersburg. A
new addition is the New Talent Competition,
which aims to provide a platform for new
and innovative filmmakers across the world.
The festival opens with Hou Hsiao-hsien's
newest film, THREE TIMES, which just debut-
ed at Cannes. The film is a nostalgic por-
trayal of unfinished love, played out through
three different stories in three different time
periods played by the same actors. The clos-
ing film, NIGHT WATCH (2004), is a depic-
tion of the ramifications of a medieval truce
between opposing sides, set in contemporary
Moscow. Otherwise, the festival will be show-
ing classic Russian films like OCTOBER and
PETER THE GREAT, newer films like THE I-
TALIAN and SHANTYTOWN BLUES, selections
from director-in-focus Alexander Sokurov, and
more. On the Chinese-language film side,
there are any number of feature films, docu-
mentaries, animated films, and avant-garde
films to choose from. A complete list of
films (with synopses) and screenings, as well
as directions to the three movie theaters,
can be found on the website.

E!:.‘-.

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei

(B ALEAEETITET)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (&LiEZ4 7 E3955%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
MEMBRANE ONTO MAGIC (ffiHfé): Curator Ri-
ta Chang applies Physics' concept of time
and space to the aesthetic experience of
artists in an attempt to explore sensation be-
yond the visible. The exhibition combines a
few 2-D painted-surfaces works with installa-
tion, including an eerily wonderful moving
wall of light by Tau Ya-lun and Yan
Chung-hsien's recreation of a famous painting
from the Northern Song Dynasty in a ball-
room-sized installation of pillows.  Other
artists include Agi Chen, Bluephoenix New
Media Art, George Ho, Howard Chen, Cheng
Hsiu-Ju, Huang Ching-Yi, Lin Chien-Jung, Paul
Chiang, and Toshihiro Komatsu. Through Jul
24.
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*National Museum of History
(7 S P )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&L E4955%)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

ART AS THE MIRROR OF EMOTIONS (2845 [T%):
This is a memorial exhibition in honor of
contemporary Taiwanese artist Cheung Hing
Alan (7E/[,f€), whose work is a mix of visual
art and written poetry. Through Jul 3.
EXPERIENCE THE HEARTBEAT OF LIFE: This is
a pottery exhibition of the work of Bai
Mu-quan (FI7K4), a Taiwanese potter born
in 1955. Through Jul 10.

FROM THE LEGEND OF LADY WHITE
SNAKE-THE HIDDEN  TREASURES OF THE
LEIFENG PAGODA (5 E—RAET B i {3 25 e ):
This exhibition is themed around the famous
legend of the White Lady, a snake who pur-
portedly transformed herself into a woman
and fell in love with a young shopkeeper. After
various incidents and encounters, she was
trapped under the Leifeng Pagoda by the
black magic of a crafty monk. Through Sep 7.
% National Palace Museum
(BEZH = Abe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&iLiiZE
% EE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

% National Taiwan Museum
(BT A EEYIE)

2 Sheng-Yang Rd, Taipei (&-LTiER%25%)
Tel: (02) 2382-2699

Web: www.ntm.gov.tw

Open: 10am-5pm, Tue to Sun

Taiwan's oldest museum, founded by the
Japanese in 1908, recently reopened after re-
pairs. It houses five departments: anthropolo-
gy, earth sciences, zoology, botany and edu-
cation. The collection features specimens of

Taiwan's indigenous animals and plants as
well as cultural artifacts.

% TAIWAN IN MAPS (ihl&] & #): A rare and
voluminous collection of maps of Taiwan, in-
cluding demographic maps, satellite images,
and historical maps dating to pre-colonial
times. Through Sep 18.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BAETIILEATAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&dL
L HERS = B 1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

% THE SPECTRE OF FREEDOM: While Taiwan
participates in the current Venice Biennale
with its own TFAM pavilion, this show takes
a look back at Taiwan's participation in Bien-
nales from 1995-2003, featuring art works
shown on those 5 occasions. Through Nov 6.
THE IRRESTIBLE RULES OF HUMAN: This solo
photography exhibition by Chen You-qi ([
7%) is a study of Dongba Culture in the Naxi
region. Using red and white as central colors
representing the themes of birth and rebirth,
Chen hopes to explore changes in mindset
over time. Through Jul 3.

CHEN XIAO-PENG'S SOLO EXHIBITION: Chen Xi-
ao-peng ([fMEAH) is a painter whose work is
characterized by abstract use of geometrical
shape and line, done in acrylic. Not only will
her important works since 2000 will be on
display, but there will also be a special work
for the museum. Through Jul 24.

CHILDREN'S FACES, REFLECTIONS OF THE
HEART: This solo exhibition of LIU
GUO-ZHENG's oil paintings reflects of childhood
experiences and social and domestic relation-
ships. Through Jul 31.

MEMORIAL EXHIBITION OF CHEN HSING-WAN:
This solo exhibition is held in memory of the
late Chen Hsing-wan ([ =Z%i). Active from
the 70s until her death in 2004, her work of-
ten had a natural element to it, and she uti-
lized a wide variety of materials. Everything
from ink and oil paint to cloth and animal skins
has been seen at one time or another. Lec-
ture on Jun 18 at 2:30. Through Aug 21.
CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from the
permanent collection focusing on Taiwanese

artists in the 20th century. The exhibition
tries to convey how artistic concepts, trends,
and materials have changed over the course
of the century. Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

Hwa Yang Gallery ({ti5Z]E)
2F, 161, Yanji St, Taipei (GbtizCefE16155248)
Tel: (02) 2776-3950

KABUKI: photos by Hiroshi Watanabe. Through
Jul 3.

MORTA TRACES: photos by Jules de Niverville.
Through Jul 3.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(B E)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (LHi{JHE{E40552-348)
Tel: (02) 2507-7243

THE SPECTACULAR SNORE ({E8Fai Tz, ):
Tsong Pu (ii%), one of the original IT Park
artists, started out painting iterated dots,
lozenges, and lines filling up large composi-
tions. He's since moved on to installation art,
and this show has him installing beds - to
him both places of rest and gestation - amidst
a running curtain of strings. Through Jul. 2.
SPRING ETHER COMING AND GOING (HZEHN
#&): A solo exhibition by Jun T. Lai (§E#fiffi).
Jul 9-Aug 6. %Opening Sat, Jul 4, 7pm.
%Lin and Keng Gallery
(CRAZHEIER)

1F, 11, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd (&b
B FRE — B 2528:115%)

Ph: (02) 2750-8811

LIN FENG-MIAN: a solo show by Lin, who ap-
plied Cubist, Fauvist, and other Modernist
styles to Chinese subject matter in the 1970s.
Through Jul. 3.

Y Main Trend

(KBB4 E 22 )

209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (& dbLtfizk
T, — 209,72 15F)

Ph: (02) 2587-3412

THE ORIGINAL PATH OR HEAVEN AND EARTH -
TAIWAN ABSTRACT SCULPTURE APPRAISAL: A
curated grouping of works by six abstract
sculptors taking an art-historical look at a re-
cent trend. Artists are Li Zailing, Guo Qingzhi,
Gao Canxing, Zhang Zilong, Li Zhiwen, and
Cai Gen. Through Jul 2.

% Nowhere Cafe

(FT4E)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (& dbLidT
AT = BE60HR155)

Ph:(02)2362-5241

FLOATING EROS (ZE#£iE 7). An exhibition of
video and image works by three artists Guo
Shang-xing, Lu Ci-ying, and Wu Jun-hui, who
recycle old Hollywood, other found footage, and
make friends online. Through the end of July.
* Taipei Artist Village
(GAERIBER)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (JLZFHEE455%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

diGi 7-NEW GENERATION CREATIVE ARTWORK
JOINT EXHIBITION: What seventh grade art
students can come up with using computers
and new technologies. Through July 3.

* Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Dunhua S Rd,
Taipei (HALHTEULFEE—EE2524:19534%)

Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

QIN, CALLIGRAPHY, PAINTINGS, & TEA (Z£:&
ZE - B E): This exhibition works to
bring together the arts of ink and voice with
a contemporary feel. It features ink works by
contemporary artists Yu Peng (T &), Xu
Yu-Ren (EF/§{=), Huang Zhi-Yang (& Z([5),
and Pang Kang-Long (i {¢f#), the paintings
of Lin Quan-Ju (#£#2f%) and Peng Hong-Zhi (&
5L%), who's known for Pavlovian dog-themed
installations, and the voice (with with classi-
cal "gin" music) art of Lin Qi-wei

(FRHEF). Through Jul 16.

* TIVAC

(GBI L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104G
TSR 45452957 14%)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

% MAO ZEDONG'S AGE: Chinese photographers
Xu Xian-bin and Hou Bo display 51 pho-
tographs of Mao Zedong taken between 1939
and 1961 in a first-of-its-kind exhibition in
Taiwan (and Asia). There are rare intimate
looks at Mao, and also some propaganda and
history. Through Jul 6.
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1.Missy Elliot
Lose Control (Atlantic)
2.Q Tip
For The Nasty (Universal/Motown)
3.Kanye West
Diamonds From Sierra Leone (Rocafella)
4.Fat Joe ft Nelly
Get It Poppin (Atlantic)
5.Common
Go (Geffen)
6.1st Rate ft Skinny Man
Bar Fight (Scenario)
7.Tony Yayo
So Seductive (Interscope)
8.Game
Dreams (Aftermath)
9.Wordsmith
Apocalypse When? (Sit Tight Records)
10.DMX
Pump Ya Fist (Ruff Ryders)

1.Amplitude
Launch
2.Osiris
Love Is Where We Find It (Orion Mix)
3.Amplitude
Bluesy 2 Gir
4.0Osiris
Slow Down
5.Nucleus Roots
Long Road Dub
6.Nucleus Roots
Deep Dub
7.Flexyman
Borrow Time
8.El diamante del Son y su grupo
EL DIAMANTE DEL SON Y SU GRUPO -
Quiero Pero No Puedo
9.U.K. Heights
Love And Intent (Radio Edit)
10.Glueball
Chainsaw Pt:1
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