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This ain't hog heaven

Thanks WTO. Now it's legal to drive a big motorcycle in traffic

BY JOHN JAY MCCARTY

You've had enough of being a scootet

commuter, of riding a vehicle that
more closely resembles a toilet than a mode
of transportation. Or you want to ditch that
wimpy Japanese moped with the Hello Kitty
stickers and flashy lights.

Well, Taiwan's entry into the WTO thtree
years ago means you can finally buy a
motorcycle with an engine bigger than 150cc.
This may give you visions of raising terror
through the countryside and small townships
with the sound of your heavy bike sending
dogs, old people and small children scurrying
for cover. Ahh..the weekends riding through
the emerald valleys of Taiwan with the echo
of your 4-stroke engine whining high and
mean.

Well, put the brakes on your fantasy. To
realize it, you'll first have to fork over
NT$300,000 to NT$1 million for a new
import, up to NT$24,000 a year in road tax,
and NT$7,500 for the mandatory driving
school fee (not to mention the 26 hours of
training for the big bike license required for
two-wheelers of 250cc and above).

The license plate will cost you another
NT$80,000. And you'll have to park that
monster somewhere — chalk up NT$5,000
per month. If you want a helmet and decent
leathers, that will cost you around NT$46,000.
Remember that your bike will also need to
have a yearly emissions test, and after 6 years
you'll need inspections every six months. All
at your cost.

The government has it in for you. Stiff
laws on big bike ownership — what foreign
motorcycle makers call "non-tariff
protectionism" — have kept costs up and
have stifled big bike sales in Taiwan, one of
the world's largest motorcycle markets. This is
an island with about one motorcycle for every
two people and annual sales of around 700,
000 bikes, most of them lawnmowers. The way
laws are, that won't change anytime soon.

Big bikes have been allowed in since ecatly
2003, a little more than a year after WTO
accession, but the big bike market has so far
been hobbled. How is the government doing
this? Start with the 76% import tax. After
that, there are the street rules: not allowing
large bikes to use the left-hand lane on
surface streets; restricted access to freeways;
prohibitions against parking in automobile
spaces; no left-hand turns at intersections (yes,
large bikes are required to make a two point
turn using the "scooter box"); and a 60km/h
speed limit on countryside highways.

Hatley Davidson fought several of these
problems for years, managing at least one
improvement. Taiwan originally set its
emission standards for large bikes based on
smaller bike emissions. It translated as a
Harley 1450cc Fat Boy having the same
emission standards as a 150cc Yamaha Fuzzy.
Eventually the standards were changed so that
they were scaled to engine size.

Hatley also protested unsuccessfully against
Taiwan's requirement of having a heat shield
on exhaust pipes, the reasoning being that a

S O YOU'VE decided to buy a big bike.

Hatley Davidson is a complete and finished
product and heat shields are for inexperienced
idiots who burn their legs and shouldn't be
riding a Harley anyway. Anyway, Hatley felt
that its product couldn't be made safer by
having a Taiwanese government employee
with a drill poking holes in their beloved
pipes and altering their trademarked sound.
That's why there are still no Hatley
dealerships in Taiwan.

The import laws are even stranger than
the road laws. As a private citizen you are
allowed to import a big bike however you
aren't allowed to ride it.

You can read that line again if you'd like.
The reason is that only dealers are allowed to
license bikes. The way people have gotten
around this is by re-exporting the bike, say
to Hong Kong, then re-importing it. That
way they can use the bill of export to prove
it's a "Taiwan bike" and not an import. The
other way is to switch license plates with a
legal bike, but if you get caught doing that,
your bike will be impounded.

Another problem with importing is, if your
type of bike hasn't been imported by a
previous party, then you are given the honor
(and cost) of setting the standard for that
model by paying for the specs and emission
tests.

With all of these fees and import and
road restrictions, a major question is: who is
the government actually trying to protect?
Taiwan's motorcycle industry? The largest
motorcycle domestically manufactured and sold
is KYMCO's 250cc, which is nototiously
over-priced (NT$185,000) and underpowered.
For many bike enthusiasts, this protectionism
is a total mystery.

IMAGE: DAVID FRAZIER

When it comes to buying a bike, there is
no second-hand market to speak of, so your
choices will be limited almost completely to
very expensive new bikes. There are some
old big bikes in Taiwan, but getting them
street legal could be a problem. The amnesty
period is now over for registering bikes
brought into Taiwan in the late 1970s, when
there was a brief window on the big bike ban.
As for the many large bikes brought in part
by part as "scrap metal" and reassembled over
the years, Taiwan does not allow salvaged
bikes to be registered, regardless of whether
they can pass the emissions and specs tests.

To get a license, the large bike road test
(almost as laughable as the pootly translated
and tragically comical English written licensing
test) requires the rider to drive in a series of
small circles, around lines with sensors, and
up an eclevated ramp — basically the skills an
average rider would need to maneuver
through a Costco parking lot.

A British rider who commutes on a
Honda 950cc Fire Blade came back from the
licensing process with this to say: "The driver
training for the licensing was a joke. We
were required to use de-commissioned police
BMWs that were in disrepair and been laid
down many times. I even saw my trainer lay
his bike down during a class."

In short, you may want to reconsider
owning a big bike in Taiwan. If you insist,
plan on selling grandma's false teeth and
spending a day of your life learning how to
ride in circles.

Jotn Jfay McCarty 7s a long-tune resident of
Zarwan and a fully leensed motorcyelse wito
owns a 2sUcc crotch rocket




Bike Farm

A point of clarity in the murky world of motorcycle maintenance

BY JOHN JAY MCCARTY

HE FIRST thing you notice are the

tools. They are hanging neatly on

tool boards. Each tool has a painted
silhouette on the board with a corresponding
shape. The tools are clean, well oiled, and a
bit worn. Someone serious uses these tools.

There are six or seven bikes and scooters
being worked on. A customer sits at a
computer terminal with a cup of coffee
surfing the net. Bad American rock 'n' roll
from the '80s blates over the loudspeakers.
Two other customers are browsing the lesbian
literature section of the used books in the
corner. Delivery people rush in and out with
boxes of parts and motor oil. There are
sounds of engines revving and drills punching
the air.

In the middle of this chaos is a
transplanted, world-traveling ex-engineer from
Sussex, England - Jeremy Warren. He is
hopping from the telephone to a scooter with
its guts spilled out on the floor. He squats
to adjust the scooter, a welding mask pushed
back on his head, then stands, shouts in
Taiwanese to his assistant, wheels around on
his heel to greet a customer who is pushing
in a ragged scooter, and to a visitor says
with a grin, " Like a cup of tea?". Then he
plunges onward to another bike like a frantic
Quasimodo swinging from the belfries of
Notre Dame. His hands are filthy yet
everyone shakes his hand as he or she enters.
Warren has built Bike Farm on the back of
a scooter and motorcycle rental business
which he started four years ago. A veteran of
13 years in Taiwan, he did English teaching,
custom woodworking, and massage before
settling into his rental/repair shop business.

So why would anyone want to rent a
scooter from you?

"For NT$86 a day, we take care of the
maintenance, replace worn parts and will pick
it up for free in the event of a break down.
No charge on labor done or crash damage.
Economically it's cheaper to rent a bike if
you're only staying in Taiwan for less than a
year. We have a one month minimum rental
petiod."

How many of your bikes have been
returned thrashed?

"All of them actually. It's like one race
car driver once said when asked which was
the car he had driven the fastest. His answer
was, 'a rental car."

How many bikes do you rent?

"Won't say. That's a secret."

Which bike would you recommend owning
or renting in Taiwan?

"Actually the Yamaha Fuzzy 125 has a
powerful engine, although a less successful
engine design compared to the Hondas. The
undisputed, bullet-proof workhorse of
motorcycles is the Wild Wolf, also known as
'the Postman's Motorbike.! However, it is
small, has an older engine design, and is
quite underpowered. To each his own, really.
It depends on what kind of riding that you
do. I wouldn't recommend an NSR 150
2-stroke for someone learning to ride in
Taiwan. Any bike properly maintained will be
reliable."

I want my 150cc Suzuki BS135 Shong Shi

Jeremy Warren, Taipei's /2w mechanic.

nerdy gasman's bike to go faster. What could
1 do?

"Cut the brake cables."

"Actually this bike was built for wor& not
speed. Custom exhaust pipes for 2-strokes can
add an extra 8 horse power on the 125
version, which is 20 percent more horsepower
. For most smaller 4-stroke bikes, like the
Yamaha FZs and FZRs, the custom pipes
look and sound pretty but don't add the
extra HP. If you want your bike to go faster,
I recommend buying a faster bike."

How about buying a bigger bike, 250cc
and up?

"Well you can't patk them anywhere, the
price tags are pretty heavy, they're expensive
to fix, getting a license is difficult, yearly road
tax is quite high, and there isn't a big second
hand bike market for heavy bikes, so reselling
them will be difficult."

How would you say Bike Farm is
different from the other local shops?

"Well, obviously we speak English and 1
take a larger approach to a mechanical
problem and draw from a larger frame of
reference. I have a strong background in
engineering, electronics, wielding, and actual
riding experience. Rather than just replacing
an old part with a new one I take into
account the overall engineering of the bike
and the possibility of repairing or retooling
the part. Also I have a grand knowledge of
Taiwanese junkyards."

Junkyards?

"Most mechanics in Taiwan couldn't be
bothered with messing around in a junkyard
when they can just bill the customer for a
new part. I usually give my customer the
option of using a perfectly good used part
which saves them money in the end."

"I can also do more in my shop with my
comprehensive wielding and other machines

PHOTO: JOHN JAY MCCARTY

than other shops can. Half of the other
shops don't even have a workbench or bike
stands, and mechanics will fix your bike
sitting on the shop floot! If you don't mind
going back for the same problem over and
over again and need a quick fix, then take it
to a local shop."

Do you work on larger bikes?

"I have on occasion and I'm noticing
more and more big bike riders are coming to
me with their problems because we are better
equipped to handle them. However, most of
these projects take longer and customers have
to realize that the bread and butter repairs
come first. I've got one mate who had his
big bike in here for six months waiting for
me to rebuild his alternator."

Can you pimp my ride to give my
factory-built clone more style?

"Well if you have the money and I have
the time you could. I have done some
custom body and paintwork in the past and
have had some success customizing bikes."

For the ex-pats who have become
Watren's loyal customers, Bike Farm has
become a place to hang out, get a meal in
the restaurant out back, and talk about things
with motors in them.

Warren's love of tinkering doesn't stop at
motorcycles or scooters either. One visitor,
noticing the homemade trash compactor
Warren's constructed, received an unusual
invitation.

"I threw that together at home with some
spare parts, why not come around at the

weekend for tea and compact your garbage,"
he said.

DBike Farm is located ar 4 Lane 757, Sec. 3,
Xiiatai R, Taper (77707777255 = /15724
Fo tel (02 8732-1992 web site: www
biketarm. com. tw.




[Commentary]

Titillation, money and the balancing ac

A defense of sensationalism in Taiwan's media

BY WOLF REINHOLD

OPEN TODAY'S English-language newspapert,
whichever one you choose, and make a
mental note of the kinds of stories it
contains. You'll find an assembly of soporific
cookie-cut pieces as interesting as an online
translation of Greek shipping schedules,
without the unintended humor.

Could the news in Taiwan's English
newspapers be any drier? Even the nation's
top news wire service, the Central News
Agency, produces mind-numbingly
uninteresting articles about politics, economic
stats and trade delegations or who met with
which functionary: "President Chen met with
[insert name of foreign dignitary] and
discussed issues of mutual benefit." Yawn....

Are these the stories that the public
wants to tead? Hardly an anodyne for the
gerbil-wheel life that most lead in Taiwan,
these stultifyingly insipid stories only plant the
seeds of desire for "news" that elicits a
reaction other than catatonia.

Is it any wonder that readers seek
excitement in the news?

Oddly, given the current bandwagon
mentality of media pundits who loudly
condemn sensationalist reporting — the very
thing that keeps their reason for existence
alive — there is little outcry about the dearth
of interesting news.

A couple of years ago Lu Shih-hsiang (&
Tﬁ‘ﬂ%ﬁ), the then-chairman of the Foundation
for the Advancement of Media Excellence (HT
FIAFIAEESE), tellingly said, "Newspapers
should have content that is appropriate for a
general readership..." Unfortunately, he was
commenting on the Apple Daiis "sex pages,"
but the statement could easily be applied to
the colotless, odotless and bland news that
the public is exposed to as well.

So when the media shifts gears and
covers something more interesting than
"minister visits export processing zone," it
gets lambasted.

For example, the ZZiwan News recently
wrote about the coverage of a tryst between
a TV anchor and one of the station's
employees: "While the incident can still be
marginally considered fair game for reporting,
there is simply no valid reason, outside of
titillation and advertising dollars, for the massive
in-depth and sensationalistic coverage of this
affair by the electronic and print media."

Well, as altruistic as the media may claim
to be (has it ever?), it exists to make money
— it is a business, pure and simple. And
since when was titillation a bad thing? What
is this, "Sorty, no titillation, we're Taiwanese"?
The fact is that it isn't sensationalism that's
undercut the media, it's the lack of balance
between hard news (often boring) and human
interest stories (often overplayed).

Import/export figures, which political patty
is blocking what legislation, who the president
gives the Order of Propitious Clouds with
Special Grand Cordon medal to this week —
all these stories are interesting to someone,
but most likely only to scholars or policy
think tanks.

Taiwan is an interesting place; is there
nothing happening here that doesn't involve
politics or a car wreck? Where are the
human interest stories? Where's the weird and
wacky? Where's the investigative side of
journalism?

A news culture based on sensationalism is
just as bad as one based solely on politics.
What is needed is a proper leavening of the
taste and substance of the news broadcast or
published in Taiwan. Titillation is good, if it
is balanced by mote substantive news.

Taiwan's journalists will find that one-
upping the competition on the most blood or
the juiciest scandal will eventually stop getting
the notice it does now. Somewhere, some
editor in chief will start training reporters to
find and develop stories with real impact and
meaning. When that happens, filming a drunk
at a roadside cop pullout will become blase.

The question is, which outlet will lead the
way?

Wolt Remmbold is a freelancer in Taper He
can be contacted ar wollreimboldiZomarl com.




[Living in the Movies]

Deep. in the anime

The Taiwan Internafional Animation Festival has a couple hundred films and should not be missed. Here: Phil Mulloy's A/ Sontion

(fore) and Jason Guerrero's 4b amd Som: fLwisode /.

BY MALCOLM PARKER

what does a cinephile do to celebrate?

See movies, of course. Some things you
can do anytime, but some films are only
once, twice if you are lucky enough Best of
luck to Hou Hsiao -hsien ({9%% ) whose
newest film Z7Zree 7imes, is screening at
Cannes on May 20 — three times,
appropriately enough.

I ENTER my fifth decade this week, so

~—New Releases: May 20

Taiwan International Animation Festival:

May 20-29
THEATERS: Shin Kong Cineplex (in Ximending), 4F, 36 Xining S.
Rd (PHEEFARE 36 57 4 1#)

Animators are a special breed, fixated on
making reality one rarified frame at a time.
This week a stunning selection plays at the
TIAF, and there is so much that I am just
going to mention the stuff that sets my hair
a-tingling.

First, a memory: about 9 years ago, at
the 1996 Vancouver Film Festival, I saw a
Japanese pixellated short called 7%e Zone 1
pried my jaw from the syrupy floor after and
have searched for it since. One of the first
things I noticed was that this movie is
playing in the Contemporary Japanese
Animation section — the other films look
great, too. I'll be the one grinning like a
Cheshire cat at 22:30 on Saturday.

Next, if you think working with clay is a
bit obsessive, imagine making images using a
matrix of pins which, by being pushed or
pulled, alter light to form an image of neatly
infinite shades of gray. Now imagine doing
that hundreds of times and you have a vague
idea of the lengths that the master Russian
illustrator, printmaker, and filmmaker
Alexandre Alexeieff Rockwell, along with
Claire Parker, went to for their monotone
jewels. The retrospective of their work is a
rare occasion and not to be missed. Lastly,
four years prior to his death in 1969, Czech
puppet animator Jiri Trnka was called "second

IMAGE : HOLLY

only to Chaplin as a film artist" The festival's
retrospective features his adaptation of A
Midsummers Nyght Drearn as well his Stalinist
allegory, 7%e Hand His legacy lives through his
studio where surrealist Jan Svankmajer and
others have bent the nature of film and reality.
A sampling from the studio, including
Svankmajet's amazing Darkness Lighs Darkuess,
is screening. Essential.

Along with these programs there is a
retrospective of Japanese anime legend
Mamoru Oshii, a concentration of recent
Kotrean animation that isn't ZZe Szmpsous, a
vast selection of work from the various
festivals like SIGGRAPH, some by Bill
Plympton, and a lot of student work from
Taiwan and abroad. I am sorry I don't have
the time to see more. See www.ctfa.org.
tw/tiaf. Tickets are available at ERA outlets.

Premonition (THE)

THEATRES: Spring Cinema Galaxy, Carnival, WV (Xinyi), WV
(Tienmu), WV (Miramar), Cinemark, Breeze, Shin Shin, Scholar,
Ha La, Ju Xing, Yang Ming, Bai Lao Hui

A man receives a ghostly newspaper telling of
the impending death of his young daughter
but he is unable to save her. He begins to
foretell the future and in attempting to
change destiny, ends up in a recursive hell.
Similar to Z7%c¢ Jacker in its ideas of fate and
self-sacrifice, it's far more emotional and even
more convoluted. Though the time stutters
catch you off guard initially, quickening to a
staccato pace of warnings, ominous flashes,
and increasing hysteria, the movie doesn't
leave you behind. Pemonizon, isn't
particularly creepy but it is cohesive and a
welcome break from the usual. (Norio
Tsuruta, Japan, 2004, 95min, Jap/Ch subs)

Viper in the Fist (,ul?ii?%u)

THEATRES Scholar, Majestic

Two boys are terrorized by their maternally
deficient mother in this film based on the
novel by Henri Bazin. Though it may feel a
bit unfinished and not easy to watch —
unusual cruelty rarely is - it is well done.
(Philippe de Broca, France, 2004, 100min,
Fr/Ch subs)

The Keys to the House (fZBaER/(2[')

THEATRES: Chang Chun

Gianni Ameillo's finely shaded film is about a
man discovering himself through meeting his
handicapped 15-year-old son, Paolo, for the
first time as the boy comes to Berlin for
treatment. The film resists falling into smarmy
cliches, but reveals the details and difficulties
of relationships — not just the triumphs and
joyful sentiments. (Gianni Ameillo, Italy, 2004,
105min, It/Ch subs)

Star Wars Episode |l

THEATRES: Showtime, Governor, Cinemark, Breeze, Shin Shin,
Spring Cinema Galaxy, Scholar, Dong Nan Ya, Bai Lao Hui, Ju
Xing, Yang Ming, Ha La, Carnival, Mei Hua, Hoover, WV (Xinyi),
WV (Tienmu), WV (Miramar)

On July 1, 1977, I was awestruck as I
watched a small spacecraft race towards a
planet a huge triangular mass lumbering into
view, never ending, the cinema shuddering
from the sound. I will watch the newest
episode as a gesture to the memory but there
is no new hope, just a prayer that it doesn't
suck so badly. Technically it will amaze, but
Lucas' reliance on post-production is his
albatross, ridding his films humanity and
leaving them examples of gleaming machines
without a ghost. (George Lucas, USA, 2005,
Eng/Ch subs)

Let It Be (fHEK%E)

THEATRES: President, Cinemark

Winner of the Taiwan Prize at last yeat's
documentary festival, this shows three years
of eldetly rice farmers' lives in the wake of
the WTO opening the floodgates of
agricultural trade. (Yan Lan-quan, Taiwan,
2004) -

———New Last Week

Festival of South European Film
THEATERS: Spot

Films from, you guessed it, Southern Europe

including mini overviews of the work of little

known filmmakers Joao Cesar Monteiro from

Portugal and Theo Angelopolous from Greece
See www.Spot.org.tw for details.

Love's Lone Flower (g L)

THEATRES: President, Chang Chun, WV (Xinyi), Cinemark, Shin

Shin

See review next page.

Marebito (#5i A\)

THEATRES: Spring Cinema Galaxy, Cinemark, WV (Xinyi)
Takashi Shimizu's film stars Shinya Tsukamoto
as a compulsive videophiliac who ventures to
the underworld and returns with an infantile,
vampiric being whom he begins to nurture. It
lags a bit but has moments of genuine dread.
(Takashi Shimizu, Japan, 2004, 92min, Jap/Ch
subs)

=
House of Fury (RN FKE)

THEATRES: WV (Xinyi), Cinemark, Governor, Shin Shin, Scholar,
Yang Ming

Anthony Wong (EFKZE) stars in this kung-fu
family comedy about a widower shop owner
and his two children who are bored by their
father and his tall tales of saving the world
one kick at a time. (Stephen Fung, Hong
Kong, 2005, 100min, Ch/Ch subs)

Slim Till Dead (&)

THEATRES: Scholar, Ju Xing

A Hong Kong detective, Anthony Wong (F
5F}(§5) again, takes over a murder case in
which slimming contest entrants are being
forcibly dieted to death. Another pulpy Wong
Jing (F#h) quicky. (Wong Jing, Hong Kong,
2005, 95min, Ch/Ch subs)

Theater locations - - - - - - -~~~ - - -

Tel: (02) 2757-2345 Showtime (H3#7) Shin Shin (RRELIE) Tel: (02) 29349399
— Ximending — 87, Sec 2, Wuchang St 247 linsen N Rd — Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —

— East Taipei —
Breeze ({{/il#%)

39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd Ambassador (H# Ajtfﬁ’ta{ﬂ?ﬁﬁ 87 %) (B AT FRALES 247 55) Ha La (/55
(1R B R — B 39 55, 88 Chengdu Rd (uitfﬁ&%ﬁ% 88 5%) TeI (02) 2331-5256 Tel: (02) 2537-1889 6F, 72, Sec 3, Kang Ning Rd, Neihu
in the Breeze Shopping Center Tel: (02) 2361-1222 Spring Cinema Galaxy CiE ) SPOT, Taipei Film House ({%) (uiﬂjm W(’SEEFE% %72 B 6 1)

Tel: (02) 8772-1234
Cinemark tﬂﬁ%&?a%wﬁl
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade

(5 AT e T 138 B8 B1), in the Liv-
ing Mall

Tel: (02) 3762-2001

Mei Hua ({16

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hop |n}g
(EAL AT Hibs 3 BF 63 5I€ 2 1)
Tel: (02) 27372295

Warner Village, Xinyi
CEREF 572

16-18 Songshou Rd

(BALTRS 18 5%)

Carnival (5F3E)

52 Emei St (kW& 52 5%)

Tel: (02) 23889948

Hoover (5:%)

89, Sec 2, Wuchang
LR a2 B 89 sfé)

Tel- [02) 2331-5067

Majestlc (E3%3)

116 Hanzhong St (B ALTHERHE 116 57)

Tel: (02) 23312270

President ()

59, Sec 1, Zhonghuo Rd
G R e 1B 50 %)

Tel- [02) 23885576

10F, 52 Honzhong St (EAHT 52 5% 1044) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui (F:4[E)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd

(B ALTTREHTIRERS 4 B 200 5%)
Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (i)
136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(BALT iR 4 B 136 % 3 57)
Tel: (02) 2368-6839

Ju Xing [EE%EF 259

Tel: '(02) 2381-1339
— North Taipei —
Chang Chun (E%)
172 Chang Chun Rd
(BALTTRAR 172 %)
Tel: (02) 25074141
Gover-nor G

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
[ s i 2 B2 210 g
Tel (02] 2741-5991
Scholar (£:4)
176 Changchun Rd (R 176 5%)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

3, lane

1F, 36, ngchon

(ZE M- G 3é’ifE 118)

Tel: (02) 2633-5116

Warner Vlllage Miramar
(EEHEF)

69F, 22, Jing Ye 3rd R
(E-fLrti uuﬁriz% %225;%0@
Tel: (02) 8161-1900

Warner Village, Tienmu
CENETE KD

4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(G LT HEaBE — E% 202 55 4 1)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300

Yang Ming (5H])

113 Wenlin Rd (SCFREE 113 55)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636




Wilt no more

Droopy petals in Love's Lone Flower

BY MALCOLM PARKER

LESS AN historical romance than a costume drama, the new film by
Tsao Jui-yuan (i), Zoves Lone Flower; is structured around the
remembrances of a courtesan, Yun-fang, and her need to suture her
ruptured past with the present. It begins in 1949 with a young couple,
a singer and a musician, fleeing Shanghai for Taiwan as the civil war
winds down. The woman, Wu-bao, leaves the man, Lin, on the dock
to stay in Shanghai and return to her erstwhile savior and the woman
she calls sister, Yun-fang. Wu-bao eventually dies in the war, and both
Yun-fang and Lin cannot escape her memory. Lin is haunted, calling
out to his lost love over the Taipei late night radio waves, playing the
song he wrote for her. Yun-fang, after a flash forward to Taipei in
1958, is next portrayed keeping Wu-bao's ashes and working at the
East Cloud Pavilion bar as a mama-san hostess, living up to her
nickname, General.

Then the past begins to replay. A young, pretty, and naive woman
with a delicate voice arrives, reminding Yun-fang of the lost Wu-bao,
and here the framework of the movie begins to firm up. As the
delicate young thing, Juan-juan, catches the eye of a callous gangster,
Ke, her descent into loss begins. Yun-fang, whose memories atre
coming back, tries to rescue her, but arrangements cannot suffice.
Once again Yun-fang is left alone, her life and stoicism unchanging:
the dresses, the rigid exterior, all belying the hollow core.

There is much to like in the movie and, indeed, I wanted to like
the movie; 1 wanted there to be a populist middle ground in Taiwan
cinema between the slapdash romances and the films of heavyweights
Hou Hsiao-hsien (EEZE) and Tsai Ming-liang (Z%HHZE), whose films
tread similar thematic waters. The performances — Anita Yuen (ZZFk
%) as Yun-fang, Lee Xin-chet (Z/[&) as Wu-bao, and Hsiao
Shu-shen (F/U[E) as Juan-juan — can't really be faulted, and work
well within the confines of the film. The movie looks lovely for the
most part, is well cut and the music is pleasant, yet I don't like it as
much as I admire it for the effort and earnestness put into the
project by everyone involved. There is no doubt of intentions. What
there is, however, is a doubt of the sensibilities of the director,
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Local director Tsao Juiyuan's refro vision of loss and longing.
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sensibilities that are more suited to a smaller screen. The seriousness
of the film is its undoing; instead of being thoughtful, it is both
reserved and overwrought, churning up shallow waters.

The smaller scenes play well, a midnight escape motorcycle ride is
wonderfully shot, and the more intimate moments are solid for the
most part. But the larger scenes are listless and dull despite the bustle
within the frame. You can almost hear the director calling "action" —
as if the scene didn't exist before the cut. Instead of feeling the
potential for something to happen, you feel the droning buzz of
waiting. That lack extends to the characters, Yun-fang in particular.
There is no yearning, no sorrow, and no emptiness. The great, driving
passion is absent, but it isn't supposed to be. The void that requires
filling must be a tangible presence, and no amount of soaring musical
cues can make up for it. Movies about loss should make the ache
and vacuum of existence visible. In Zoves Lone Flower 1 found
myself aching for the vacuum, wanting the sweet terrors of longing
and hope, and in the end being disappointed.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

% Taiwan Hwa Concert
Bangiao Multi-purpose Auditorium (H4& 5% ERF
% IREEE i)

3F, #161, Zhongshan R, Bangiao, Taipei Coun-

ty (GALRHAE i LE%—E2161573F)

Tel: (02)2933-9442

Tickets: free entrance

Web: www.tmc.org.tw

Swingjack Records recently put out a compi-

lation CD with songs by a good number of

the ethnic and linguistic groups in Taiwan,

including the Paiwan, Rukai, Thao, Amei, and

Atayal aboriginal tribes, Hakkanese signers,

and singers in Hoklo (i.e. Taiwanese). No

mandarin. This concert will feature a number

of those performers. It's put on, or at least

promoted, with the help of the Taiwan Music

Culture International Alternation Association (

B S B R A2 Wi 1 # ), which pushes

rock and other independent music.

% Da-an Beach Party

Sat, May 21

Da-an Beach Resort (KZZE1F445)

#1, Lane 86, Beishan Rd, Fuzhu Town, Da-an

Xiang, Taizhong County, 439 (4394 HRERA 250

fEAERS ALILEE 86 155%)

Tel: (04) 2680-0398

Tickets: NT$1200, NT$1000 b4 11pm, NT$800

in advance

Web: www.tranceforever.com

A pre-TranceForever party with trance sensa-

tion ABOVE & BEYOND from the UK, as well

as DJs @LEX aka [/ (BK William), BLUEMAN,

JONB, NICK ENERGY (Ingredient), Phoenix (BK

William), RACY (Trance Forever), and RIOS (

BK William).

% Peace Festival

May 21-22

Longtan, Taoyuan in Kunlun Gardens ({7,

e = kY E))

Tickets: Weekend pass including camping fee

NT$500

Web: www.hopingforhoping.com

Advertised as an art, music, and family "fu-

nathon,” this weekend festival includes per-

formances by CHICKEN RICE, THE ANGLERS,

BRIAN FUNSHINE, THE DEPORTED, MILK, RED-I

& THE BUKAKE POSSE, THE INCRIMINATORS,

and more, mixing it up with everything from

kid stuff to reggae, rock, folk, and punk. All

proceeds go to charity. More info can be

found on the website, including accommoda-

tions and overnight camping details.

% Grassfest

(I EALE)

May 28-29, noon-7pm

NTNU satellite campus (fifik43i5), 88, Sec 4,

Dingzhou Rd, Taipei ( AitrhT(JHE%VEIF £8857)

Web: www.grassfest.net

Tickets: one two-day ticket NT$850, can be

purchased in advance by emailing grass-

fest@gmail.com

This is a new outdoor music fest looking to

present “indie pop.” Confirmed performers

from Taiwan include the bossa nova plus

light jazz band, NATURAL Q (H %#&), who

just got 3 nominations for the Golden Melody

Awards, and Taiwanese folk queen, GE LUO
(3% 7). Two bands from Hong Kong, MY

LITTLE AIRPORT, and THE MARSHMALLOW

KISSES (f{EE .2 7). Other performers include

the British punk band 1976, the underground

band BACKQUARTER (Y4} f), the soft rock

band SODAGREEN (% ] #%), and the punk

rock band LTK COMMUNE (3 7K i& 23 iit). IEW

be held on a campus lawn near Gongguan,

just a short walk from The Wall.

% DA-PUMP Concert
(DA-PUMPE % 7 4%4XIN TAIPEI)

May 28, 29 at 7pm

Ministry of Sound (MoS+ b B P {H 44375), No.
310, LenQun 3rd. Rd., Taipei (&dbiiiHrlie: 44
BE=11%3105%)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

Tickets: NT$1200

DA-PUMP, a group from Okinawa, Japan, first
hit the scene in 1997. This will be their first
concert for a Taiwanese audience. The con-
cert will have a "carnival" and "island" vibe,
and will be followed by DJs to keep the par-
ty going.

% Beach n' Beats Party

May 28, 7:30pm-late, May 29, 12pm-6pm

The Dulan Sugar Factory ([ FRéH i), Dulan
township, 20 minutes north of Taitung City
Tickets: NT $200 in advance, ladies free b4
11pm

This party actually has three venues, one
with live music, one beer joint, and one
outdoor beach rave. The map to all three is
located at The Sugar Factory. The DJ line-up
includes DJs JJ. BECOME, and DICKWEED,
spinning funky, progressive, and tech house.
This party comes with built-in hangover re-
covery-you can relax on Shanyuan beach the
next day to listen to music and watch the

Taitung Beach Football Tournament.

% Folk Songs Reunion
(AR~ PR E) - =&

Jun 4, 5-9pm

228 Park (228/\[7), No.3, Ketagalan Blvd.,
Zhongzheng District, Taipei City (&dLTiglER
B GE355)

Tickets: no cover

For this performance, a host of singers, in-
cluding Huang Da-cheng ( # Ak Ik ), Ma
Zhao-jun (JEJkEZ), Li Ming-de ( <Hff5), Wang
Hai-ling (F3§¥3), Zeng Shu-gin (ik(#h), and
South Duet (57 ENE), will get together to
sing nostalgic folk music. For those who can't
make it to the park, you can tune in to BCC
Pop Network (H1F&Jif7#d) at FM 103.3 from
7 to 9pm for the 2-hour live broadcast.

%Wu Bai & China Blue
Concert

(2005{#ifF & China Blue/&
June 11 at 7:45pm

FHHEE)

Hsinchuang Stadium Taipei County ({5 dLE&17
At e E #%5), No.66, Hexing St., Xinzhuang

City, Taipei County (ZE]LIRHTHE TIFIEE{E665)
Tickets: NT$800-1800

The Taiwanese rock singer Wu Bai has been
rocking Taiwanese audiences since 1996, and
it looks like this time will be no exception.
Concert-goers can experience the music from
Wu-bai's latest album from all four sides of
the stage.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(E3H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(R T RS = B T7157448)

Tel: (02) 2362 2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are performances at least
five nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover
varies for special shows. Mondays and Wednes-
days: open jams, no cover. Tuesdays: Jazz
Improvisation, hosted by UNO, a member of

Jive Stakes Band who plays piano, NT $250
minimum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays:

METAMORPHOSIS, NT $300 minimum + 10% .
Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
TRIO JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% Chocolate & Love

No. 148, Hsin-Yi Road, Sec. 4 ({S# VU148
%)

Tel: (02) 2702-4371

A restaurant-lounge with atmosphere and ab-
sinthe. Live music Thursday to Saturday. Fri-
days: All Kindza Jazz. Saturdays: Live Music
Spotlight. Thu, May 19: SPOON DE CHOP, a
culturally-confused band that plays a mix of
Japanese/Okinawan folk songs, "British blue-
grass,” and more. Fri, May 20: THE FLAT
FIVES, blues, ballads, and bop. Sat, May 21:
NAGE QUARTET, jazz.
% Citizen Cain
(RER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (
Tel: (02) 2708-4557
This bar and restaurant frequently hosts per-
formances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays:
Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your
instruments or just enjoy the jam, 9:30pm-12am
Fridays: A rotation of local and foreign DJs.
Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG, dancin' and
groovin' with the "big dawg,” 10pm-1am. Sun-
days: Poetry open mic, 7:30-9pm.

% The Living Room
(/INEBEZEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (
HURIER OB 857344

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: Mysterious Monday
Tarot Night (Bt Hi—1R154¢), spiritual con-
sultant Theressa does readings by appoint-
ment, 8:30pm-10:30pm. Tuesdays: Onyx Jazz
Quartet (¥ (% 1+-7), cool Jazz from the
Onyx Quartet featuring Jimmy (sax), Daisuke
(drums), Kinya (bass), and Paco (guitar). 8:30pm
- 10:30pm. Wednesdays: SHOWCASE JAM (%
LR + —THRA 1), open jam
session, 9:30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The
Workshop (£ E5155), open mic for art films
from 8pm, followed by readings, and perfor-
mances. All musicians welcome, but make
sure to book in advance. Fri, May 20: VI-
TA-SOUL, down-home funky feel-good music
from the 60's with Aaron (bass), Brian (guitar),
Daz (drums), and that sax guy, Corbett (&ih%
%), & SKY BURIAL, high powered punk and
blues from New York to Detroit. 10pm - 1am,
NT$100. Sat, May 21: Q vs Q BAND (Quality
vs. Quantity) play an eclectic mix of styles
including blues, rock, alternative, and blue-
grass. Most members are TAS teachers. 9:30pm
- 12:30am. Fri, May 27: LILY C from ICRT is
back with some new musicians, a new groove
and some new songs, jazz. 10pm - 12am. Sat,
May 28: STONED IMMACULATE WITH ALLY NG
(PAP9Zk 2R ¥ H7&), an originally pieced solo
jewelry exhibition by Ally Ng accompanied by
a night of fantastic beats, beautiful people,
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creative movements, a salsa shine perfor-
mance and a wondrous fashion show. 9:30pm
- 2am.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEURRHIYEAE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (59 KELEETEFRE 1),
intersection of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University is a venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. May 19, 21, 26: Listen
to the music | wrote - lan (FCEEFLEEK -
—JG), piano and guitar Urhan Folk style,
3pm, no cover. Fri, May 20: CHIPIN & KAIYA
Jazz Instrumental Duet (M EdglffEET - —HEZ),
this violinist and the pianist will play jazz
once again after over 45 concerts. 8pm, NT$350.

Sat, May 21: ROCCO BAND, jazz. 8pm, no
cover. Fri, May 27: JAZZY BON (&5 %%[H]),

formed by Taiwanese and Japanese musicians,
standard and latin jazz. 8pm, no cover. Sat,
May 28: MEET AGAIN CHORUS (ZEAHZEAIEH),
the members, who are 60-year-old on aver-
age, will sing classical Chinese and Taiwanese
songs, 2:30pm, no cover. Sat, May 28: SPE
SHOW (Z##% 1), HUANG HUI-HONG (E51%54),
music writer and rock poet singing some clas-
sic Elvis songs, 8pm, no cover. Sun, May 29:
My Piano! (REMERS - MR E44E), pop, jazz,
classical, and more. 10:30am, no cover.
* Riverside Music Cafe
(HFHE)
B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3,
Taipei

G T R 3R 24485 255B1)
Tel: (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam. Thu, May
19: DAZZLE, a girls' rock and roll band, and
SUNDAY (521K ), a regular for the past five
years who has composed music for her own
album. Fri, May 20: R.A.Y. BAND, a classic
rock tribute band, will play rock, blues,
country, and rock ballads. Sat, May 21:
SHENG XIANG & WATER 3 (4= #f il [ 22573),
Sheng Xiang, formerly of Labor Exchange, is
a Hakka social activist and musician who was
involved in the anti-Meinung Dam movement
of the 1990s, + DAVID CHEN & THE MUDDY
BASIN RAMBLERS, country blues and finger-
picking from Ohio-born Chen. Sun, May 22:
TONE GIN (Fi##), rock ballads + BIBI (.2 E#),
indie rock (they have a new EP coming out
at the end of May). Wed, May 25: PERIQUE,
post rock + ECHO, brit-pop. Thu, May 26:
PANAI (E2%%) & 831, an aborigine singer from
Taidong with a sad and lonely voice, per-
forms with the other two members of her
band, WANG JI-SAN (F # =) HUANG and
HONG-YI (&%:—). Fri, May 27: J.E.G (GE{H &}

+-4%# ), standard jazz, funk, west & east
coast, modal. Sat, May 28: BACKQUARTER Mi-
ni Concert (P4s3), hard rock.
% Shannon
(%)
6 Dunhua N. Rd. (FfbALE%6%%)
Tel: (02) 2772-0948
This Irish pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. Thursdays:
LADIES NIGHT, w/ REPLAY BAND. Fridays and
Saturdays: Live bands, NT$250 w/ drink.
% The Wall
(EE)
B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd ({5dL7#E T
?BEE%[E”EQZOOULBAI )
Tel: (02) 2930-0162
Web: www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500
The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets vary,
but generally cost NT $50 less in advance,
and admission includes a drink. Shows start
at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Thu, May
19: Joker Reborn In The Ocean (/NHALVFIEE
AT VEBUE S B E 42), performers in-
clude OCEAN (ig¥f:), rock, and JOKER, who
love funny music and often sing songs trans-
lated from Japanese. 8:30pm, NT$250. Fri,
May 20: GANG-X Say Goodbye Concert (iR
gl L), performers include HIGHER (3%
5d), rock, and GANG-X (JiilR44F%), rock. 9pm,
NT $300, NT$250 in advance. Sat, May 21:
Cosplay Paradise, performers include SO
WHAT (f#/N44[5E]), rock, CHAMPION (ifi%t),

Roosevelt Rd,




rock, and LA PETITE NURSE (//\i#+), rock, ballad,
funk, and electronic. 9pm, NT$300, NT$250 in
advance. Sun, May 22: Rockacola day (F]%%if-
i 1), performers include DIGIHAI ({&#% M),
electric rock, KbN (3lELE;), rock, CLAIRE (%%
#Ed), and NYLAS, electronic. 4pm, NT$400.
Wed, May 25: Inner Flight, performers include
393B1, rock; CHASING SPARROW (& Jiif 4 ),
post-rock; TUBE, 9pm, NT$250, NT$200 in ad-
vance. Thu, May 26: LOBO INDEX, performers
include YOBBO, rock; GAN NA XU (H+##ET); DOL-
LY'S PILLBOX (4:#iji2E&r). 9pm, NTS300, NT$250
in advance, NT$50 discount for people who
have White Rabbit Record's compilation. Fri,
May 27: Tremble Of Dead, performers include
REVIVE (i 4:); ANTHELION (%JH), a metal
band who's just released their latest song from
their new album; LAMENTATION (K i fL#),
metal. 9pm, NT$300, NT$250 in advance. Sat,
May 28: Pretend Sad (WRIRIE fZE1), TIZZY
BAC, indie jazz-rock, 9pm, NT$300, NT$250 in
advance, NT$50 discount for people who have
TIZZY BAC's record. Sun, May 29: Rockacola
day (77%4 - 47 ), performers include FALL
OF THIS CORNER (— 2 Fk), screamo and
post-hardcore; CANDY WINE (F# 5.3), rock;
HAN GAO JU (& iiH), alternative; PEPPER-
CATS (5HtE5), all-girl rock; 4pm, NTS$400.

Y Underworld

(1 Tk Er)

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dLiilfARS45%5%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT $250. Thu, May 19: SEE YOU
SITAR FUSION BAND (P& JFIEE @A 4EE]), Indian
sitar music with elements of pop, jazz, rock,
and folk, and JUNKIE INC. (##%/07]), punk,
metal, funk, hip hop, folk, and pop with a
modern rock edge. Fri, May 20: MOFO, alterna-
tive, and DIGIHAI ({X#¢%g), electro w/ hard
rock. ¥Sat, May 21: GREEN! EYES (#%k(aiRM),
rock, and DEADFLY ENSEMBLE, a US-based
group that combines surreal theatre mixed
with spooky mideval music and librettos,
imagine Tom Waites with an art school the-
ater company. Thu, May 26: BLACK SUMMER
DAYS + FEN (¥7%%[H), straight music to pre-
sent true feelings. Fri, May 27: SUGARLADY (
#HELCER), rockabilly + RICHFARMER (HH&{T),
funk, disco. Sat, May 28: 1976, Brit-rock.

% Witch House

(ZCHEIE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd,
RIS 3BE56 5 757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, May 19: BEARBABES (
AEEF H 4%[#]), soft music. Fri, May 20: BAND
929 (4%[E929), folk. Sat, May 21: Indulge in
the ballads of CHEN WEN-YU and JIANG
JUN-LIANG (Bf528% /T8 Y155 TE#K), Broad-
way light jazz. Thu, May 26: WU HAO-EN (I
S2R) & JI JIA-YING (ft%%%) + AM CHORUS (
am#& g E), Haiyang blues. Fri, May 27: ECHO
GS (X mT%g4f), aboriginal ballads, Bossa nova,
and Latin music + TOTEM ([E]ff&%4E]),abo-rock.
Sat, May 28: NEON, a mixed-bag band that in-
cludes a female vocalist, an lIsraeli crazy gui-
tarist, and other members from various coun-
tries.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&Lt
FEFENE —EE85EBT)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open ‘til mid-
morning on weekends, the gay dance crowd is
a presence. Music tends to be of the house
and techno variety. Fridays: NT$500 w/ drink
or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300 w/ drink
for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday of the
month is Lady's Nite, women get in free. Sat-
urdays: NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/ drink
b4 1am. Sat, May 14: THE WONDERLAND-MARI-
AH CAREY, music by EDMUND, JIMMY CHEN,
DJ TIGER, and DJ STONE, NT$600, NT$400 in
advance. Sun, May 22: OHAYO-FOLLOWME GAY
PARTY, a good morning gay party in the mid-
dle of the afternoon, this is either an af-
ter-after party or a before-before party,
ladies NT $800, men NT$350. Sat, May 28:
BLUE FESTIVAL-FOLLOWME GAY PARTY, ladies
NT$1000, men NT$600, NTS$400 in advance,
those sporting blue "beach pants" get NTS$100
off.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(GALT S ARSI L9857 1 14)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
CONNECTIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house, breaks, and hip hop. Fri-
days: 5th ELEMENT FRIDAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS
AURELIUS, BAO BAO, and a special guest spin-
ning block party, funkology, electric boogaloo,
rocksteady and future classics, purportedly
mixing the 5 elements of hip hop: DJing, MCing,
Breakdancing, Graffiti, and Knowledge, NT$350
w/ drink, or w/ 2 drinks b4 midnight. Week-
ends: DJs spin hip hop, sometimes house. Spe-
cial parties excepted, no cover. 2nd Saturday

R

every month: Love Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA,
NINA, house, funk, Latin, old skool and
Hip-Hop, NT$500. 3rd and 5th Saturday every
month (May 21): A-ONE Part w/ special guest
DJ VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regulars DJ ED-
MUND (AAAportlS, TW) & JIMMY CHEN (AXD,
TW) playing Soulful House, Funky Grooves and
Electro Twisted.

* LUXY

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(AT 2 S P P 20157 FiA%)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
Milk party w/ hip hop, r&b, and reggae in
the Galleria, and Sugar party w/ house music
in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or free
b4 10pm, women free all night. Third
Wednesday of each month (May 18): 3RD Heaven
Ladies Night,"fresh” hip hop, R&B, and reggae
in the Galleria, ladies free, men NT$400 w/
drink. Thursdays: Release Night, NT$500 w/
drink, or half price with college student ID.
Second Friday of each month: 2 LEGIT PARTY,
hip hop, R&B, reggae, w/ an hour of old
skool 80's and 90's hip hop a la MC Hammer.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT $700, NT $400 b4
11pm, free b4 10pm unless otherwise noted.
Fri, May 13: CITRUS PARTY w/ nothin' but
house in the Lotus Room. Fri, May 20:
TRANCEMASTER, w/ JOE HO and special guests
ABOVE & BEYOND (UK). Sat, May 21: THE
WORLD, w/ DJs VERTIGO, J-SIX and special
guests CHUS & CEBALLOS (Spain), tribal house,
and DOUBLEDOWN w/ MCs DAVI and GAWI in
the Galleria. Fri, May 27: IRON DJ, w/
CHOZIE. Sat, May 28: REMIX PARTY.

% Ministry of Sound [(MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&dbidpl w44
HEER 31097 NEHH]E)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT $400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600, NT $350
b4 11pm, or free after 2am unless otherwise
stated. Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible
on entry. %Sat, May 21: DJ QUEEN SERIES 02,
w/ DJ PORTIA SURREAL (NYC), an "“erotic
fetish" DJ whose theatrical style of dark and
sexy house and breaks comes with an "electro
funky cherry on top.” In addition to her set,
there's also a "fantasy showcase" scheduled be-
tween 2am and 2:30am. NT$700, NTS$500 b4
11pm. Sat, May 28: DANCE ODYSSEY 2005-A
JOURNEY INTO INNER PARADISE, w/ DJ @LLEN,
NTS$700, NT$500 b4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (b \fEE4E13857128%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays:
DOLL PARTY/LADIES 100, ladies NT $100 all
you can drink, men NT$500 all you can drink.
Fridays and Saturdays, ladies NT$350 w/ drink,
men NT$500 w/ drink. s Sat, May 28: BATTLE
ROYALE, w/ DJ MYKAL leading the show, DJs
NOODLE, PLUTO, DINO, SPYKEE, KAORU, BEN-
NY, YEN, and PHOENIX battle each other in

hip hop, mixture, breaks, and tech house
rounds, men NT$450, ladies NT$300.
% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&b \fERE54E13857124)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free and free champagne for
Ladies' Night. Fridays and Saturdays through
May 25: SUMMER BIKINI PARTY, ladies free all
night, ladies free w/ 2 drinks b4 11pm, men
NTS$350 b4 11pm. Fri, May 27: BIKINI PARTY,
a there's girls in bikinis, there's a catwalk,
and there's an NT$800 cover charge. Party on.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (5dLTiEg 55
PRI 1825%1F)

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,
11pm-6am, free for women, NT$300 for men
students free until 1am. Fridays and Saturdays
: Party Nights, w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE,
SAM, dk, TEDDY-DONG, for the month of May
the first 50 women get a free "peach bag,”

The "Master"

remains anonymous

BY GERRY

FOR THOSE who caught the
"MasterCunt' ad, a none too
subtle spoof of MasterCard in last
week's Japer /imes which was
prilliant (unless of course one
supports Chelsea or Russian
billionaires), speculation runs rife as
fo its source. Running an eighth of
a page in the papers Friday, May
8 edition, the ad was a stab at
football coach Didier Drogba and
his feam Chelsea after they lost to
Liverpool in the Champion's
League semis two days before.
The copy ran: "Chelsea squad —
£ 150mil/ Buying Didier Drogba —
£ 24mil (no jokes!)/ Ticket for the
mafch — £ 30/ Seeing an
arrogant c**t's and a load of glory-hunter's dreams go up in smoke...
PRICELESS!!I!" In smalll print and lower down it read: "There are some
things that money can't buy (like the Champion's League) but for
everything else there's..." — here the MasterCard logo had been
changed to read — "MasterCunt." Confirmation of who was behind
this "masterpiece" is still fothcoming (I went 1o a sports bar suspected
by many, but the owner was out of town and unavailable for
comment), but some have told me that they received it as a joke
email before it showed up in the /ape/ /imes Also, | do imagine that
someone in the /777es proofreading dept. will cop some shit. All the
same, a good laugh.

Part hub, part pub: Looking for that one stop computer shop with
beer? The Hub is neither a bar, Intemnet cafe, bookstore, nor a shop
of any kind. What they do is custom build PCs and servers and help
with viruses while also offering coffee, second-hand books, and yes (1),
Maredsous and Heineken. Run by Duncan and Stew, The Hub is ideal
for both "lowtechies" and those more adept who need computer
related services. Free Internet on two display models. Check them out
at www.thehubtaiwan.com.

Hours: Tuesday to Friday: 11am-4pm; Saturday: 11am-9pm; closed
other days

Address: Suite 06, 7F, 79, Sec 2, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (Gt ITE
% B 79%E 7Hsuite 06)

Sappho: a new gem: Opened three months ago, owners Joyce
and Hsiao Bai (as well as their staff) are as pleasant as the
atmosphere here. Walking into Sappho the first time, one is bound to
be struck by the refined, up-market ambience. To say the decor is
tastefully done is an understatement; even the loos impress. Not only
is this place pleasing to the eye, it's comfortable as hell, and with low
semi-circular sofas dispersed throughout it's ideal for small parties. On
Thursdays a jazz quartet provides, well, mellow jozz, while other nights
are a touch livelier with a DJ and dance floor (just don't expect to
"slam" to thrash metal). Both drink and food menus fit to a T: six
types of champagne cocktails, a long list of shooters, and cocktails
with entferprising names. "Lusty Lisa" caught my eye. Unfortunately,
she's not serving drinks, "she" is one. "Fire and Torture" for the
masochist. Whiskies range in both price and quality from Jim Beam tfo
18yr-old Macallan, and naturally there's a fine selection of wine. On
the food front, there is simply a choice of cold and hot dishes to
snack on. No cover charge but there is both a 10% service charge
and a minimum of NT$300 per person (NTS500 on Fridays and
Saturdays). No Happy Hour, but in a bar like this who would expect
one?

Hours: Tuesdays to Sundays: 9pm-3am

Address: B1, 1, Lane 102, Sec. 1, Anho Rd. (HdLHZAIRE—E 1024
15%B1)

Other excursions: Ling Wei, owner of the Roxy bars has come a
long way since ACDC, his first in the 1980s. The latest is Roxy Stage
which has live jozz Wednesday to Sunday, 10pm-Tam. If's open daily
8pom-5am at 161, Sec. 1, Jianguo S. Rd. (HALTHEE R —B1615%).

Brown Sugar on the other hand has gone from live jozz fo "rockin'
the house," at least on Tuesdays. But with Miller Genuine Draft and
weak, NT$275 gin fonics, if's a place to look flashy and be seen
rather than unwind over a few drinks.

Sena your bar rnews 0 erpois@lonIan,corn




NT$500 or NT$350 b4 midnight. Sundays: After
parties from 7am-noon, NT$ 400 or NT$300 af-
ter 7am. Closed other nights.

Yy Room 18

B1, No 22, SungShou Rd., Neo19 Building
HALTTFAEREE2255B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Hip hop for the beautiful crowd. The 18
Lover bar is open nightly, and the Room 18
dance club area is open Wednesdays and week-
ends. Wednesdays: Lady's Night, men NT$500
w/ drink, women free. Fridays and Saturdays:
NTS$700, full entrance redeemable at the bar.
% Roxy Stage

161, Sec 1, Jiang-guo S Rd. (FEEIFFRE—E¥1615%)
Tel: (02) 2731-9629

Previously Roxy 88, Roxy Stage seems to be
going for a new live vibe. Wednesdays:
Ladies' night, all you can drink party, w/ LRM
QUARTET 9:30-11:30pm. Fridays and Saturdays
: LRM QUARTET 10:30-12:30.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(HAb IR 1BE15557B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. Open Fridays, Saturday and holi-
days only: NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

(G LTI B S —B24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though oth
er styles appear. Cover charge is all-you-can-
drink. Sunday to Wednesday, men NT $450,
ladies NT $250. Thursdays: BIKINI NIGHT,
dance contest, men NT $600, ladies free,
ladies dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff
Ice. Fridays: G-STRING NIGHT, men NT$500,
ladies NT$300, ladies dressed accordingly get
2 free Smirnoff Ice. Saturdays: MINI-SKIRT
NIGHT, men NT$500, ladies NT$300, ladies
dressed accordingly get 2 free Smirnoff Ice.
2nd Saturdays: FEEL THE JAMAICA VIBE, w/
DJ TAILI (France) and the OLIVERS (Jamaica
and Canada), better known as THE O-BROTH-
AZ SOUND SYSTEM, dropping dancehall, roots,
conscious, soca, and the odd bit of French
hip hop. This is a reggae night with loyal fol-
lowers, so youre guaranteed decent music
and a predictable crowd. Men NT$500, ladies
NT300.

Classical

Yy Shlomo Mintz and NSO

Sat, May 21 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % 35 44 5E), #21-1
Zhongshan S. Rd (1 [LFEE%21-155%)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1500

Reknowned violinist and conductor Shlomo
Mintz joins NSO to conduct and perform three
pieces by Mendelssohn.

% Rachmaninov Passion

Mon, May 23 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([%57 Z448E)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$200-800

Pianist Ye Meng-ru (## {#) joins the Taipei
Symphony Orchestra for a performance of
Rachmaninov's 3rd piano concerto in D minor

and Symphonic Dances Op. 45.
e
1
5

% %k Moscow City Banhet

Tue-Fri, May 17-20 at 7:30pm

National Theatre ([ 52 E%&IFE), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (&Jbrid L2127 15%)
Tel: (07) 7403466

Tickets: NT$500-3000

Web: www.kham.com.tw

This performance by Kuang Hong Arts features
two classic ballets: Cinderella on Tues and
Wed, and Swan Lake on Thurs and Fri.

% All-In-One

(=t

Thu-Sat, May 19-21 at 7:30pm, Sun, May 22
at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre (EE#E55), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (HJbriHLFEEE21.215%)
Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$400

This performance encompasses three separate
pieces, each appropriating traditional dramatic
forms for its own bizarre and possibly malign
purposes. The audience will be treated to In-
gmar Bergman's "A Marriage" being done in
traditional Asian form, Shakespeare's Hamlet
being recited in Beijing Opera style, and last
but most definitely not least, a duck quack-
ing absurd stories.

% Cloud Gate 2-Spring

Gathering

Fri-Sun, May 20-22 at 7:45, Sat-Sun, May
21-22 at 2:45

Novel Hall (#r#E5)

Tel: (02) 2712-2102

Tickets: NT$400-1200

The younger version of the world-famous

TYLERS OFFICE#2

THE AVON LADYS PROPOSE
T0 MAKE A MAGAZINE ABOUT
MAKE-UP...ITS A GREAT IDEA

AND | LOVE IT.

SHIRLEY'S HUSBAND
BUYS A NEW PONTIAC.
SHE WRITES ABOUT IT
IN THE MAGAZINE. ALOT
OF LADYS READ THE
ARTICLE AND AGREE
ITS A GREAT ARTICLE.

i

NAME IT “LADYS
DAY MAGAZINE"

ILLUSTRATION:  LEON 05

\ 74,
A

AL

THE BEST IDEA IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD.

A

SHIRLEY WANTS TO

THEY BOTH AGREE
ITS THE BEST NAME

THEY BOTH AGREE
THAT MAKING A
MAGAZINE IS ALOT OF
FUN AND HARDWORK.

Taiwanese dance troupe, Cloud Gate, Cloud
Gate 2 was created to foster the talent of
younger (as in, around 25) choreographers
and dancers and provide a more active
connection with the academic and "grass-roots”
communities in order to keep their style of
dance alive. Most of the dancers have training
in multiple disciplines, such as ballet, modern
dance, and Taichi. This performance is a
romantic piece about the true form of love.

R
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T

Museums

%Hong Gah Museum

(JB\FF i)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (&biikER%26055%5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

FLOWERING SHRUBS: An exhibition put
together by Chen Yanshu ([ili}i), Flowering
Shrubs showcases the work of twenty-two
female artists from Kaohsiung. Through May 22.
% Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei

(GALE ZTiTAE)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (&1LiiRZe 7 E3955%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
TRADING PLACE-CONTEMPORARY ART MUSEUM:
A conceptual exhibition that questions the
nature of aesthetics, institution, and technique
in today's contemporary art world by using
various methods of representation, theft,
exchange, and trade. It's still unclear what
exactly this entails, but a stage show of some
kind is definitely included. Through May 22.

yNational Museum of

History

(BEZJRE B A )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dLTiRITEFEE49%5%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays
LEGEND OF THE DESOLATE DESERT; GOODBYE
GLITTERING JADE (3yeifd7y  FEBETIH):
Exhibition of art from Tunhwang (Gansu
Province). Through May 26.

LIFE IN THE 1960s THROUGH THE LENS OF
CAl HUIFENG: Solo photography exhibition of
the work of Cai Hui-feng (25 il). Through
May 29.

Y National Palace Museum
(BT = R

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbiiZEE
% T EE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chinese
emperors and includes ceramics, porcelain,
calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes, jade,
lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel wares,
writing accessories, carvings, embroidery and
rare books. From Apr 1, 2004, some galleries
in the museums east wing will be closed as
part of an ongoing renovation project.

THE WORLD AND ITS WARP AND WOOF: This
is an exhibition of Professor Johannes Hajime
lizuka's ancient map collection. May 20
through Aug 31.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTAT i)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&L
TGRS = B18155%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays
CONTEMPORARY ART IN PRINT: This print
exhibition, including works by several very
influential Young British Artists (YBAs) like
Damien Hirst and Marc Quinn, is held
together by the fact that all the participating
artists live and work in Britain today, and
have worked with the printing house of Charles
Booth-Clibborn, who variously recruited them
in an attempt to harness their new energy
for printmaking. Through May 22.

A RETROSPECTIVE OF ZHU WEI-BO's WORKS: A
mixed media exhibition of Taiwanese postwar
painter ZHU WEI-BO's (4£%F9) works. Through
June 5.

THE IRRESTIBLE RULES OF HUMAN: This solo
photography exhibition by Chen You-qi (F{5{7%)
is a study of Dongba Culture in the Naxi
region. Using red and white as central colors
representing the themes of birth and rebirth,
Chen hopes to explore changes in mindset
over time. Through July 3.

CHILDREN'S FACES, REFLECTIONS OF THE
HEART: This solo exhibition of LIU GUO-ZHENG's
oil paintings reflects of childhood experiences
and social and domestic relationships. Through
Jul 31.

CENTURY OF TREASURES: Highlights from the
permanent collection focusing on Taiwanese
artists in the 20th century. The exhibition
tries to convey how artistic concepts, trends,
and materials have changed over the course
of the century. Through Jan 22, 2006.

Galleries

% Eslite Bookstore

(R FIE)

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (JLi%k
1L FlE—E%243%5%B2)

Ph: (02) 2775-5977

WORLD PRESS PHOTO 05: An annual touring
exhibition of the best press photos of the
previous year. Subjects include major news
events, like the Tsunami, the Iraq War, the
coup in Haiti, the US presidential election,
and the Olympics as well as features stories (
women playing soccer in the high Andes),
sports, science, and more. Through May 29.
Yy German Cultural Center

12F, #20 Heping W. Rd, Sec. 1(FIZSPuEgE—FY
TR )

Tel: (02) 2365-7294

COLORS OF TAIWAN SOLO EXHIBITION:
Renowned Taiwanese painter Zeng Yu-wen ({3
Hl5a2) will display works from his famous
"Eternal Peace" and "Eight Immortals” series,
as well as more recent large-scale works of
various mediums, including paint on canvas,
newspaper, blocks, and more. Opening is on
May 13 at 7:30pm. Through June 24.

% Nowhere Caf?

(FTAEIYE)

#1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec 3 (#rA:rals
= B60ER:155)

Tel: (02) 2362-5241

Open: Mon-Fri 2pm-2am, Sat, Sun 12pm-2am
THE FACE: Yuan Zhebin's (E#7#7) solo
exhibition of digital photography seeks to
explore representation in the age of
digitalization. Through May 31.

* Taipei Artist Village
AALEIFET)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (JLZFHif%455%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

KNOCK: Exhibition of Fu-jen Catholic
University Department of Accessories Design
and Fashion Retailing works. Through May 18.
diGi 7-NEW GENERATION CREATIVE ARTWORK
JOINT EXHIBITION: Computers instead of pens
for drawing, and image recording instead of
crayons, give seventh graders who like to
dream the ability to express their unlimited
creative potential. Through July 3.

* TIVAC

(BE B 2l L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104%&dk
T 4552957 14)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

IN THE NAME OF RED-REDDISH LIBERATION,
RED TIDINGS, AND ABSOLUTE SECURITY: Zhang
Guo-zhi (5E[E]iA) solo exhibition of
photographs that use the color red as an
overarching theme, disclosing: notions of
femininity through red interior furnishings like
rosewood, the evolution of traditional Chinese
memes, and notions of security and danger,
war and peace in light of Taiwan's ongoing
"conflict.” Through Jun 8.
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1.50 Cent
Just A Lil Bit (Shady)
2.Game
Hate It or Love It (remix) (Aftermath)
3.Cassidy ft Mary J Blige
I’'m A Hustler (remix) (J Records)
4.Common
The Corners (Geffen)
5.Styles P
I'm Black (Ruff Ryders)
6.Snoop Dogg
Signs (Geffen)
7.Q Tip
For The Nasty (Motown)
8.Ghost
Let Em Know (Breaking Bread)
9.Genesis Elijah
Jah Bless (Country Boy)
10.Busta Rhymes
I’Il Hurt You (Aftermath)

1.Amplitude
Launch
2.Amplitude
Bluesy 2 Girl
3.Bohemians
Walkabout
4.Nucleus Roots
Long Road Dub
5.Prince Ganja
Ready For War
6.Lokos
XA-1
7.Lokos
Mama Ragga
8.Laekel Leclair
C'"est Pas Ma Faut
9.0siris
Love Is Where We Find It (Orion Mix)
10.The Whole Thing
French Windows
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