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D'earth Day 2005

The environment's screwed, nobody cares

BY KAREN MCMURDO

OU'RE STROLLING down the streets free as a bird,

removing a just-purchased snack from its fifth individual

wrappet, tossing that straw you don't need into the garbage
can (where it lands gently on seventy-four copies of the same flyer),
and trying not to breathe too deeply as you pass through a drifting
cloud of scooter exhaust, when suddenly you stop and wonder —
could Taiwan be in severe environmental distress? Still, one day out of
the year is better than nothing, and as always, that day is Earth Day,
which happens to be this Friday, April 22.

But almost as if in total apathy of Taiwan's ranking 145 out of
146 nations in the environmental sustainability index released by the
Davos World Environmental Forum in February, the pickings for this
yeat's Earth Day are slim.

The most significant event will be a meeting Tainan, the 2nd
National NGO Conference, which issued a hit list of polluting
developers last week and will address some environmental issues as
part of its Sunday agenda.

As for activities, the largest in Taipei, a children's informational fair
at the zoo last Sunday, has already passed. But city-dwellers looking to
show support still have a couple other options. On Friday morning
there will be a beach clean-up in Bali (/\H), just outside Taipei.
Participants will meet at the Shihsanhang Museum of Archaeology (—f‘
E’T‘?FT@CF@@E) at 8:30am. Check www.ocean.org.tw for details. Also in
Taipei will be a benefit party held Friday night from 7-11pm at
Grapevine Books (%%E%%E), located at #22, Lane 147, Alley 30,
Xinyi Rd. Sec. 3 (fGFE&=F¢ 147 48 36 7% 22 9%). The store is
associated with the Green Formosa Front, and the event promises a
number of performances, fun games, a film screening, and unlimited
food and drink. See http://www.gff.org.tw for mote information.

Elsewhere on the island, Mindful Phoenix Arts is hosting an
unusual benefit show in Kaoshiung on Saturday at 8pm, featuring
improv theater and special musical guest Perry the Piano Man.
Admission is NT$200. It's organized loosely in conjunction with an
informal underwater reef clean-up and topside beach clean-up and
barbeque in Kending on Sunday, Apr. 24. As Sammy Hawkins, one of
the event's sponsors explained, the event isn't so much an event as an
expansion on the regular dives that most of the organizers participate
in year-round. Still, he noted that Earth Day is a good time to kick
up some environmental spirit, so the clean-up is somewhat special.
Willing trash-picker-uppers and divers can meet at Hobihu Marina in
Kending. Questions about the benefit show or the clean up should be
ditected to Sebastian at (07) 223-0581, thomas@mindfulphoenix.com, ot
greensward_98@yahoo.com.tw. Proceeds from the show and fundraising
for the clean-up will be donated to the Society of Wilderness in
Taiwan.

Can't make it to a clean-up? File away this website for future
reference: http://enews.utl.com.tw/e-info.shtml. Itf's a good tesource for
environmental issues and happenings in Taiwan, and if nothing else,
you'll know where to look come Earth Day 2006.

Commercial art films

AS THE Taiwan feature film industry of the Central Motion Picture
Cotp. era slips slowly out of existence, the local film community is
wondering how to fill the vacuum. The problem seems to be that
unlike in countries with more developed commercial industries, there is
not a working ladder from short-spot productions (like TV
commercials and music videos) to mid-length productions (like TV
shows) to feature film for directors to climb.

A new festival trying to bridge that gap, "From 30 Seconds to 10
Minutes," plays at SPOT — Taipei Film House through Apr. 24. It
has grouped eight short films from some of Taiwan's more talented
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Still from Chen Hungyi's short film Take My Hand, now playing at SPOT.

and hard working commercial and music video directors into a
90-minute set called Zeartudly Susprerous of Love (%ﬁflﬂ%ﬁ%é@?%)

The festival was organized by Dynamic Wins, a group of five well
known commercial production companies, with the cooperation of the
Taiwan Film and Culture Association, which is headed by Taiwan's
legendary art-house director Hou Hsiao-hsien (1%‘%%2) The idea was
to provide commercial and MTV directors with an opportunity to
break away from the 30-second constraint of their regular work and
create dramatic cinema. The only requirement directors were given was
that films be at least 10 minutes in length and that they include music.
The contents and story were left completely up to the directors. All
films were shot in 16mm except one, which was shot in HD format.

The freedom allowed has produced a string of some good shorts
fairly imbued with the style of MTV culture. That said, don't go in
thinking the story lines are as tight as a feature film, they're not. But
this is not a bad thing, because this is a short film fest and, while
the stories may be lost, it doesn't matter, because everyone likes candy.

Of all the films, my favorite would have to be Chen Hung-yi's (F4
) Zake My Hand, which manages to be as visually entertaining as
both of the musical tracks it uses. Those come from local
underground bands Nylas and The Nipples, which, standing on their
own, sometimes lack the energetic charge needed to propel an
audience. However their music is quite fitting for this story about a
girl who cuts off her hand and gives it to her boyfriend in the hope
that they will never ez shou (ﬁj\i) — break up. Meanwhile, it also
makes for one of the longest music videos around.

Other films are more purely dramatic or comedic. /fZzding Miss
Aot from Case Films director Deckard, is a comedy about a man
born with two left feet. The scenes showing why his ex-girlfriend
broke up with him are highly entertaining.

But with the directors coming from the commercial industry, it
wasn't surprising to see that one film, Skp 7Zhe Monkey; directed by
Kong Wen-yan (%’L;UE'E) and about a couple that meets on the street
over a dead body, could be mistaken for a Sony promo. When I
asked Erin Chin of Dynamic Wins about it, she said, "We asked the
director the same thing, but he said other products were used but
they ended up on the cutting room floor." With that being the only
thing I found worrying, 1 left it at that and was entertained.

For more info, see http://www.arttw.com.
tw/project/yahoo_10minmovie/index.php. -Byron Fer




Fired without pay?

Guess what? There actually is effective legal recourse

BY DAVID FRAZIER

TWO WEEKS ago in the General Legal
Matters Forum, a very disturbed Skipper
wrote of suddenly being sacked: "I have been
working as an editor for a company in Taipei
for the last two and a half years. They renewed
my work permit for the fourth time just over
a month ago. Yesterday my manager, who
has a looooooong history of conflicts with
employees, both foreign and Taiwanese, called
me in to the office when no one else was
there, fired me, wouldn't give me a reason,
and said some very abusive things."

The boss refused to put his decision in
writing and further threatened to cancel her
work permit. Skipper's panicked reaction:
"This means I have seven days to get out of
the country, right?" She was also left
wondering whether the forms she signed ever
actually amounted to a contract, and most
disturbing of all: "Am I really at the mercy
of someone who doesn't seem to be making
rational decisions?"

Linking to the Labor Standards Law,
Feiren advised: "I'm sorty to hear about this...
your employer should have notified you 20
days in advance. If you have been fired for
no reason, then your employer owes you two
months salary in compensation. If your
employer does not want to give you 20 days
notice, he can convert that into 20 days of
pay above the two months you are owed for
your two full years of service." He also noted,
"Labor dispute boards favor the employee
heavily."
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According to the law, to get fired without
notice you must do one of six things,
basically: lie about yourself when you get
hired, become violent at work, go to jail,
commit a "gross breach" of either contract or
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work rules, steal trade secrets or destroy
property, or not show up for at least three
days in a row. The amount of notice given
by an employer is graduated depending on
how long you've wotked for a company.
Three to 12 months merits ten days advanced
notice, one to three years requires 20 days,
and more than three years means 30 days.
Severance pay is also scaled, requiring bosses
to pay one month's salary per full year
worked (i.e. Feiren's assessment was right on
the money). But as Skipper noted, she was
never given a reason (several other posters,
including Juba, Hexuan, and Stray Dog
noted similar experiences), and none of this
meant that Skipper's boss couldn't call the
Council of Labor Affairs (CLA) to annul her
work permit and effectively deport her.

But that was only true if Skipper took it
lying down. Various posters advised her to
contact Taipei City's Department of Labor
(for back pay), the CLA (for work permit),
and a rights advocacy group, the Labor
Rights Association (LRA — for general
assistance). Another poster, fee, was basically
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correct in suggesting: "go to these places
directly and in person. It is amazing how
much faster and smoother things seem to go
if you are there in the office (as opposed to
calling on the phone--and being put on hold
and shunted off..."

Three days later, a grateful and
"empowered" Skipper had found helpful
English speakers at both the LRA and CLA,
which it turns out had not cancelled her
work permit. (Also, for the record, the
"seven days to get out of the country” thing
is not exactly true. The CLA can cancel work
permits to kick resident aliens out of the
country, though if you protest in time they
can put the motion on hold. Also, the clock
is 14 days, not seven, and it does not start
ticking until the deportee signs for the
registered mail envelope containing the eviction
-from-Taiwan notice. I've even heard of one
case where someone's lawyer advised him to
stall by simply not picking up his mail.).

That's the good news. But it still doesn't
solve the problem of whimsical martinets at
the head of editing departments, or as
LittleBuddhaTW calls them, "asshole bosses."

As Skipper notes: "I know I'm not alone.
I've seen many excellent editors, many
talented and creative people, come and go
from this company in the two and a half
yeats I've been there. They seem to have an
official policy of maintaining a high employee
turnover rate!!" This may be explained, as
Chainsmoker noted offline, because high
turnover guards against western foreigners
forming an office culture — something that
could eat into the power structure and
ultimately challenge an employet's competence.
I note it as a provocatively interesting theory.

Click Here s based on discussion threads on
LForumosa.com. Contact the author ar
davidazierzlilpao. com.
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The Union of the Snake and mythical Kyrgyzstan

How to wire money to a hole in the universe

BY WOLF REINHOLD

NYONE REMEMBER APROC? Sure

you don't, that's because it was a lead

balloon filled with hot air and empty
promises. It stands for Asia-Pacific Regional
Operations Center, the vaulted Taiwan
pie-in-the-sky of turning the island into a
"hub" for finance, media and technology.

The Financial Center acts as the arteries,
curenlating capital o kecp the whole economy
healtly and strong — APROC Web site.

Fine for gazillion-dollar investments in
Taiwanese plastic Santa Claus foundries, but it
certainly has nothing to do with something as
financially simple as sending money from
Taiwan to a friend via Western Union, as I
found out recently.

"If you can't be there, your money can,"
or so goes the slogan, which omits, of course,
the usury rates that Western Union charges
— rates that you'd expect to get from
someone named Vinnie, who puts the knot
in his tie with a pair of pliers and settles late
charges with a baseball swing that's low and
inside.

Send one dollar over US$100 and you'l
be paying Western Union 22 percent for the
privilege. US$200 scores the Union 15 percent
. You get the idea. The idea is that if you're
in real trouble and need cash wired to you
right away (like running out of money in
Thailand on discount blowjob day during the
Most Beautiful Hooker Festival) you can get
that cash injection you need, damn the cost.
So accepting that you're going to be
financially rogered anyway, you'd at least
expect the dickheads in the Taipei office
(that's Cathay United Bank in Yangmingshan)
to have their shit together. Well, far from it
if you want to send anything to the capital
of Kyrgyzstan, a.k.a. the Kyrgyz Republic.

Until March I would have expected
people to say, "Kyrgyz what?" assuming they
could even come close to pronouncing the
place. But since the people rose up against
the government and ran President Askar
Akayev out of the country on a rail (funny
hat and all, one presumes) in an international
media saga that lasted for months, I'd have
thought that the central Asian country would

be a bit more
the Union.

Au contraire, as the teller-bots at Cathay
United say, "We can't figure out where this
country is," and later, "Is it somewhere in
Chinar"

I take back my money then, thinking that
if they can't even consult a fucking map,
who's to say that my cash might not be sent
to Zanadu instead.

Later, at the office, I get a call from the
bank. It seems
that they've
located the
country but
say that the
way that I
spelled the
capital,
Bishkek,
is
wrong.
Accordmg the regional head
office, in some little-known
country called "Australia," the
cotrect spelling is "Bishkeh."

I tell the
growing-more-abrupt-by-the -second
bank toad that this
"Australia" place is
wrong. She counters
by telling me to call
them myself and sort
it out.

"So you
want me to
cough up
22 percent
to use the
Union's
services, which
entail an
electronic transfer that
probably costs you next to
nothing, and now on top
of that you want me to
pay for a long distance
call to this "Australia" place? Why don't you
just grab me by the ankles and turn me
upside -down and shake all the money out of
me!"

"on the map." Certainly with

She didn't hear any of this because she
was yelling at me, apparently as part of
Cathay United's customer setvice program,
"We'll treat you better than a rabid dog, we
promise."

It's this sort of shit that keeps Taiwan in
the category of a Second Wortld country -
somewhere between competent and

ILLUSTRATION = FLOATY

sophisticated citizens of the world, and
clueless hayseeds with mobile phones.

At least Western Union isn't far wrong
with its other slogan: Uniting people with
possibilities. Yeah, like the possibility you'll
get the run-around by total morons. (By the
way, that last slogan is trademarked, so don't
just go saying it to everyone you meect...)

Wolf Remmbold s a freclancer i Taper.

He can be contacted at wolfremboldi@omarl
com. [irst Person s 2 page for mdividuals’
Zarwan experrences. Submut yours ro:
eapots@litpao. com.
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BY MALCOLM PARKER
LAP ME silly, Patty, there ate two

S films featuring people who come back
from the dead this weak, and I don't

mean MacKenzie Philips in 7%e jacker; which

is ecasily the creepiest thing so far this year.

~— New Releases: Apr. 22

Hana and Alice ({CELZXEERK)

THEATERS: Spring Cinema Galaxy, Chang Chun, Shin Shin, Bai
Lao Hui, WV (Xinyi)

Shunji Iwai's new film is not as harsh as his
last, A/ Abour Lily Chou-Chou, even though
it does centre on teenage Japanese girls. Hana
tries to fool a young boy into believing that
he has forgotten that he loved her because
of amnesia, enlisting her friend Alice to help
persuade him, but the boy falls for Alice.
The two gitls are on the cusp of adulthood
and, in a nice change from the norm, act as
such, alternating bursts of surprising maturity
with the usual juvenilia that one expects. The
performances match the material and the
cinematography is wonderfully light and
dreamlike. (Shunji Iwai, Japan, 2004, 135min,
Jap/Ch. subs)

The Dreamers (EEZRZ@IHSES

THEATRES: Majestic, Shin Shin, Scholar, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu),
WV (Miramar), Breeze

Zhe Dreamers is a movie that begins as a
love letter to a time of revolution, to a time
when people believed that cinema could be
revolutionary, when people discussed cinema
as though it was life itself. Matthew is a
young American in Paris in 1968, educating
himself at the Cinematheque Francais, and on
the day the riots erupt on the streets, he
meets fellow cinephiles Theo and his twin
sister Isabelle. Moving into their ramshackle
apartment when their parents depart, the
revolution shifts from the streets to the
apartment and naive Matthew is soon adrift
on a plain of naked flesh, his world
contracting to an obsessive singularity before
it explodes. Even if director Bertolucci reveals
film as a merely a silvered phantom, this film

IMAGE : HOLLY

is still a wonder of warmth and crumbling
details, and his passion for cinema drives this
film as it flits from the movie to the movies
it references. (Bernardo Bertolucci, Italy/France
/UK, 2003, 112 -115min depending on censors,
EngFr/Ch subs).

The Jacket (BHEERFZY)

THEATRES: Le Sheng, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Shin Shin, WV (Xinyi),

WV (Tienmu), WV (Miramar), Cinemark, Chang Chun, Mei Hua,
Breeze, Governor, Ha La, Yang Ming, Dong Nan Ya, President

Adrien Brody stars as an ex-Desert Storm
soldier now living in broken and possibly
parallel timelines, simultaneously living a plot
or plots that involve murder, tortuous
psychiatric practices, time travel, and love.
The leads are fine — Brody is jovially haunted,
Keira Knightly is sadly wounded, and Kiris
Kristofferson is smokily brooding — but
director John Maybury seems trapped by the
material and its echoes of Jzcob’s Zadder and
La Jeree Maybury gets some of the Baconish
darkness he had in the excellent bio-pic Zore
s the Devi/ into the memory sequences,
though it doesn't reach the mystical heights
it's looking for. (John Maybury, US, 2005,
102min, Eng/Ch subs)

Sahara (2005 5 +H7)

THEATERS: Showtime, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu), WV (Miramar)
, Governor, Cinemark, Breeze, Shin Shin, Spring Cinema
Galaxy, Scholar, Dong Nan Ya, Bai Lao Hui, Ju Xing, Yang
Ming, Ha La, Carnival, Hoover

Saharz is a movie by a committee of
numerous producers and writers in which all
sense is drowned out by the screeching plot
collisions and the massive bombardments of
gunfire. In the African desert, Matthew
McConaughey is treasure hunter Dirk Pitt
searching for some long lost Navy Ship,
Penelope Cruz is a WHO doctor battling a
plague. There is a director, but you can't tell.
(Breck Eisner, US, 2005, 127min, Eng/Ch subs)
If Only (AIARAEHZE—XK)

THEATERS: Chang Chun

Jennifer Love Hewitt is an American in
London who just won't stay dead — dammit!
— and whose crusty pudding English
boyfriend has to relive their last day. The
saving grace of this TV movie lint ball is
that Hewitt forsakes dominating the screen,
leaving most of the work to Paul Nicholls.

(Gil Junger, US, 2004, 92min, Eng/Ch subs)

— New Last Week

About Love (FHER)

THEATRES: President, WV (Xinyi)

A trio of short films about the serendipitous
nature of love and its cross cultural power
set in Tokyo, Shanghai, and Taipei. In the
hometown section, by director Yee Chi-Yen,
(BES) a young Taiwanese woman, Mavis
Fan (UEEE), falls for a Japanese man but
needs closure from her old flame. The other
two sections are not as successful in melding
style and content. (Shimoyama Tan/Yee
Chi-Yen/Zhang Yi-Bai, Japan/Taiwan/China,
2005, 102min, Jap,Ch/Ch subs)

Jump! Boys (BEM!FH£)

THEATRES: Scholar, Cinemark, Ju Xing

A work of filial love by the director Lin Yu-
(PKBEE) whose brother is the gymnastics
coach at the centre of this emotional
documentary, Jump!/ Bops follows several
elementary school boys who find themselves
on the chalky mats. The seven boys go on
to win the team championship in the National
Elementary School Gymnastics Competition
(Lin Yu-xian, Taiwan, 2004, 84min, Man/Ch.
subs)

Downfall (7% 8)

THEATRES: WV (Xinyi), Shin Shin, Chang Chun, Majestic
Bruno Ganz is a resigned, raging and
shambling Hitler in his last days of life, buried
in his Berlin bunker with a small entourage.
(Oliver Hirschbiegel, German, 2004, 155min,
Germ/Ch subs)

Rules of Attraction (Z(HHi%)

THEATRES: Ju Xing, Scholar

Roger Avary has adapted a Brett Easton Ellis
novel about a group of apathetic,
next-sensation devouring mannequins who
crave whatever and whoever is at hand,
consequences and gender be damned. (Roger
Avary, US, 2002, 104min, Eng/Ch subs)
Boogeyman (32 ZZ i)

THEATRES: Le Sheng, Showtime, Breeze, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu),

WV (Miramar), Spring Cinema Galaxy, Scholar, Cinemark, Governor,
Shin Shin, Bai Lao Hui, Ha La, Yang Ming

The terrors of our youth resonate within each
of us and this movie hopes to hit the right
notes to set as a trembling, but Boogepman
hits only dead keys, and no amount of camera
gimcrackery will issue a sound. (Stephen T.
Kay, US, 2005, 89min, Eng/Ch. subs)

The Interpreter(EE[HFNEE)

THEATRES: Le Sheng, Showtime, Hoover, Carnival, Shin Shin,
Breeze, WV (Xinyi), WV (Tienmu), WV (Miramar), Spring Cinema
Galaxy, Shin Kong Cineplex, Cinemark, Dong Nan Ya, Governor,
Bai Lao Hui, Mei Hua, Scholar, Yang Ming, Ju Xing, Ha La

In Zke /lntrepeter; throwback to the mobius
world of 70's paranoid thrillers, Nicole
Kidman is a UN interpreter is put under the
protection of suspicious Sean Penn after
overhearing a plan for an assassination. (Sydney
Pollack, US, 2005, 128min, Eng/Ch subs)
Phileine Says Sorry (Z[r )
THEATRES: Majestic

(Robert Jan Westdijk, Netherlands, 2003,
95min, Dutch/Ch. subs)

Les Fils du Vent(ﬂ:%@ii2 T R HkER )
THEATRES: Chang Chun

(Julien Seti, France, 2004, 90min, Fr/Chin subs)

Theater locationNs - - - - - - - - - - m ool

Tel: (02) 2757-2345
Breeze (({/HE%)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
(R — B 39 B8]
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador (]

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival (33 3)
Cinemark (Eﬁ'ﬁ-}ﬂ%y/i}ﬁl 52 Emei St (ki 52 55)
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Tel: (02) 23889948
(G ALTH /B R 1 38 5% B1), in the liv- Hoover (5%3)
ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang St
Tel: (02) 3762:2001 (uitmﬁaéﬂ& 89 %)
Mei Hua (%) Tel: (02) 2331-5067
2F, 63, Sec 3, Hop m‘g Majestic (EEE
(BALTRR S 3 B 63 st 2 1)
Tel: (02) 27372295
Warner Village, Xinyi
tﬁ%ﬂ]@z%‘{n%

18 Songshou Rd
(nitm&ﬁﬂﬂm 18 %)

Tel: (02) 2331-2270
Presu:lent G

59, Sec 1 Zhonghuo Rd
(GG RS 1 EE 59 5)
Tel: (02) 2388-55/6

88 Chengdu Rd 1;.:1t?ﬁﬁz%ﬂﬁ§ 88 %)

116 Honzhong St (uitfﬁ«%qﬂw 116 55)

Showtime (H#7)

87, Sec 2, Wuchang St

[E TR 2 Eﬁ% 87 %)

Tel: (02) 2331-5256

Spr-lng Cinema Galaxy (f#&{)

10F, 52 Hanzhong St (?%EP{EYSZEF 10 ##) 18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel (02) 27782991

- South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui (F#[)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd

(& AL RETARRS 4 B 200 5%
Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (556

3, lane 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(B AL FEHTIRES 4 B 136 % 3 %)
Tel: (02) 23686839

Ju Xing [EE%IX 150

1F, 36, ngchon

(G 3@5# 1 1)

Tel: '(02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —
c:hang Chun (%)

172 Chang Chun Rd
(BALTRAR 172 5F)

Tel: (02) 25074141
Governor ({4£)

219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,
(AL R 2 B 210 5%)
Te\ (02) 2741-5991
Scholar (£:4)

176 Changchun Rd (FE2E& 176 5%)
Tel: (02) 25164340

Shin Shin UL
247 linsen N Rd

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —

(& ALTIAAFRALE 247 57) Ha La U&17)
Tel: (02) 2537-1889 &6F, 72, Sec 3, Kang Ning Rd, Neihu
SPOT, Taipei Film House O%E5) (£dk i e e i &72%@@)

Tel: (02) 2633-5116
Warner \I'Ilage Miramar
CERIERTY)
69F, 22, Jing Ye 3rd
A R 5 22 92 69 )
Tel: (02) 8161-1900
Warner Village, Tienmu
GEWREF KED
4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(AL kB —BY 202 5% 4 #2)
Tel: (02) 2876-3300
Yang Ming (509

13 Wenlin Rd (STRRES 113 5%)
Te\ (02) 2881-4636




PHOTO:  WAN-TING
BY DAVID FRAZIER

WASN'T really that surprised when Wan-ting (B5Hil5) told me

she'd got an unexpected email from a German radio station

asking for the new CD by her band Varo, Hardcore Beach. It's
an unexpected gem in the turbid wortld of indie electronica, yeah, with
a few kinks, but at least there's sort of a voice back there, especially
in her guitar, not just the typical muddle of breakbeats, minor key
progressions, and over-filtered laptop samples. What was surprising was
that German radio station even knew about the CD, because Wan-ting
had just released it on her own DIY label, 7" Vinyl Records, a couple
months ago in Taiwan. But she had sent a copy to the leading British
indie rock magazine 7%e Wire, which had listed it as Office Ambience
listening in its March issue, and suddenly she had a couple songs in
rotation somewhere in Germany, not that she even really knew where
in Germany, but that didn't matter.

If any of the repressed, shoe-gazing slackers of Taiwan's indie rock
scene have ever had the gumption and talent to take the red pill and
bust out of Taiwan's matrix, Wan-ting is it, their Neo. In 1998 and
1999, she was part of the first Taiwan band to do the US college
circuit, Ladybug (Fl&4), later returned to the US to tap Chicago's
post-rock scene, and now, back in Taiwan, she'll soon be doing it
again, taking her newest band Varo for a short tour of Australia in
May.

In person, she's an intense little waif, the kind that cutls around
cups of coffee by herself with all her ideas inside her. Now 30, she's
still as eager as she looked the first time I saw Ladybug play in 1996,
but her eye glimmer is also tempered by experience.

With Ladybug, she says started out doing riot grrrl because "we
didn't know how to play our instruments so we thought we better do
punk." The raw energy of their 1997 debut was sensational, and even
a couple years ago she says she heard one of those songs on the
college radio in Chicago. Even though they only printed 300 copies of
the CD at first, by the time they'd come back from their second US
tour they'd made friends with Yo La Tengo, June of '44, and several
other bands that either eventually arrived on shoestring tours or, like
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Mogwai, quickly infected Taipei's rock introverts with a style they
could take on their own terms — post-rock.

Ladybug was infected too, falling into an abyss of aimless guitar
riffs and modulated feedback, and for them it wasn't going anywhere.
In 2000 Wan-ting decided to go abroad, enrolling in a sound
engineering program at Chicago's Columbia College where she stayed
for three years. There she soon found herself renting a room from
Atsu, a Japanese expat who had spent two years as a minor guitarist
for the Boredoms. The pair started a band together, with Atsu playing
bass and Wan-ting guitar, and again the flavor was post-rock, which
was huge in Chicago at the time.

"The influence from what was happening there was really strong,”
she said. "For music, that was my happiest time. I met a lot of
bands that I'd only listened to in Taipei. Suddenly, they were just
there."

One person she met was Steve Albini, the sound engineer who'd
done production for Nirvana's Zz Czero as well as work with The
Pixies, P] Harvey, Helmet, and others. "One day I went to his studio,
and it just happened that Godspeed! [You Black Emperor| was
recording. I got to see what effects they were using." She also got to
see a lot of jazz — free jazz, Euro expermintal jazz, Sonny Rollins,
Dave Holland — which was cheap on Wednesday nights. But she said
one of her biggest lessons was American kids' "thinking and attitude."
They were "positive" and "hard-working...not like Taiwan where
everyone is floating through college, not knowing what they're there
for and doing something they don't want to do. Like me, when I was
in college — 1 studied law if you can believe that — I was just into
playing music and doing drugs, not going to class. To tell the truth, it
was kind of lame."

Back in Taipei in 2003, Wan-ting joined up with Xiao-bai (//N[),
formerly the bass player for Sugarplum Fairy, to start up Tin Pan
Alley (#%1%1). "But that was just rock. I wanted to do something
more electronic," she said, adding that, "Now I really hate Taiwanese
post-rock," and later, when I asked what she's listening to lately, it
was, "These days I like underground hip hop." So she started up a
second band at the same time, Varo, with three friends, Xiao-mei (/)N
%) on electronics, Yu-chen (/%) on keyboards, bass, and vocals,
and ShowYao (/M%) on the MIDI controller, computer, and vocals.
She plays guitar and Powerbook as the bandleader.

To describe the music on Aardeore Beach, Tl first mention that
each of its ten tracks is named after a movie (7%¢ fast Runner, Butialo
06, Fasy Rider; etc.). Because, says Wan-ting, "I like lots and lots of
movies, so I have lots to choose from." So consider a generation of
Internet kids that downloads anything and everything, whose choices
are only as finite as what has been ripped and is available
electronically. In a sense, this is how the current generation is bound
to approach musical and, in a larger sense, cultural production:
Everything's in front of me, all I have to do is choose what 1 want
to do. In architecture in the 1980s, the term "post-modernism" was
invented to describe an analogous tendency towatrds architects' eclectic
appropriation of international and historical styles. The problem then in
design and now in computer music was how to combine everything
without making some insipid hodgepodge, and to let a real style
emerge from a collection of styles that had been sampled and basically
rendered generic.

Varo is not totally out of those woods yet, but what makes their
music work is that they have not lost their own personal quirks in
the morass of listening to everything. Sure, they show a naive interest
in abstract hip hop and free jazz, but there's also Wan-ting's ingrained
slow-picking of minor chords and Yu-chen's summer-breezy keyboard
loops. Taken all together, there's a range of expression you don't
always find — probably because it's a collaboration involving real
instruments and real personalities — and also a certain rawness in the
way ideas are just thrown out there and worked with. In a lot of
ways, this is the indie record Taiwan has been waiting for. Only it
won't stop here. It's already starting to travel.

FEmail the author: daviditazier@lifpao.com.
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Listings

Concerts and Events

% Bai Bing-bing 2005
Concert

(ECEAEA R K- HUKuK20053HIEE )

Sat, Apr 23 at 7:45pm

Taipei Convention Center ({5 dbEIFES & &% .0
K@E), 1 Xinyi Rd, Sec 5 ({S#i%LE—5k)
Tickets: NT$800-3000

An actress, writer, and singer, Bai Bing-bing
has been performing one way or another for
over 30 years. She has released 30 records
and each one achieved huge success. This
time, Bai bing-bing hopes she can express
her appreciation to fans by holding a solo
concert.

% % Laura Fygi In Concert

Apr 29, 30 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall([&] % & 6E), 505,
Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (& dbifs 5% Py B
5055%)

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Tickets: NT$700-2400

Laura Fygi is one of Taiwan's favorite foreign
jazz singers. She was the first Dutch singer
to make it to the Billboard Jazz Charts in
the United States. Her intoxicating voice has
won considerable critical acclaim around the
world. She initially gained notice as a mem-
ber of one the most popular Dutch girl
groups ever, Centerfold. After setting out in
1992 as a solo performer, Fygi pursued a
more jazz-inspired path with her debut effort.
The subsequent albums include 1993's "Be-
witched" and the following year's "The Lady
Wants to Know." Fygi had initially experi-
mented with different kinds of music, like
disco, pop, and rock. Finally, she added jazz
into her musical repertoire and created her
own performance style.

% Taiwanese Opera Meets
Jazz

(FAFERE L - FHEES B WY A
P55 )

Apr 29, 30 at 8pm; May 6, 7 at 8pm

NTU Corridor Cafe (il EinnwEgE), NTU Sports
Center 1F (5 K2R H G aE—), inter-
section of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656
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Website: www.alucafe.com

Tickets: NT$600

Taiwanese Opera and Jazz-what madness
might result when these two completely dif-
ferent kinds of music meet? The audience
can judge for themselves in this event while
watching Tang Mei-yun and Liu Wen-liang
play opera against jazz, and Chipin and
Kaiya play jazz admidst opera.

* Fei Yu-qging Concert

(2R 75200535 % B - THIE )

Apr 30, and May 1 at 7:30 pm

Taipei Convention Center (%&b &r & h .0
KAL), 1 Xinyl Rd, Sec 5 (52 L5k
Tickets: NT$800-2500

Due to standing ovations and otherwise over-
whelming popularity of his concerts in Singa-
pore, Shanghai, and Las Vegas last year, Fei
Yu-qging has been invited to give a solo con-
cert. His classical songs and soft voice give
him a nostalgic appeal, and this concert's
program doesn't deviate from that atmo-
sphere. A large portion of the songs on the
bill are Teresa Teng favorites.

% Feng Fei-fei Concert

(A FFeFE 20055 1E )

May 6, 7, 8 at 7:45pm

Taipei Convention Center (%&b & h .0
KEAL), 1 Xinyl Rd, Sec 5 (S ALE:—5%)
Tickets: NT$1200-4200

Having had huge success in singing, acting,
and hosting TV variety shows, Feng Fei-fei
has been called a "forever diva." Sales for
her album "I Am A Cloud" (F /& — F )
reached over 450,000 copies. When Feng
hosted her first solo concert in 2003, all
tickets were sold out within a month. Now
her old songs and amazing costumes, espe-
cially her different kinds of hats, are sure to
attract the audience's attention once again.
% Grassfest

(b5 495)

May 28-29, noon-7pm

NTNU satellite campus (fifik43%5), 88, Sec 4,
Dingzhou Rd, Taipei (5dEiTi T INESIUEE8857)
Web: www.grassfest.net

This is a new outdoor music fest looking to
present “indie pop” and currently accepting
applications for bands/DJs and vendors. It'll
be held on a campus lawn near Gongguan,
just a short walk from The Wall. Otherwise,
details are still scarce, but the flyer shows it
to be well-sponsored. Applications are avail-
able online (we had to hit refresh to get the
link to work).

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE5H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(FETIRES =B 715548)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest

jazz bar. There are performances at least
five nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover
varies for special shows.  Mondays and

Wednesdays: open jams, no cover. Tuesdays:
Jazz Improvisation, hosted by UNO, a member
of Jive Stakes Band who plays piano, NT$250
minimum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays:
METAMORPHOSIS, NT $300 minimum + 10% .
Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
TRIO JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&L B H#675%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

Bar and restaurant are frequently hosting
performances and art exhibitions. Wednesdays
: Stand-up comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN,
9:30-11:30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring
your instruments or just enjoy the jam, 9:
30pm-12am Fridays: A rotation of local and

foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP DAWG,
dancin' and groovin' with the "big dawg,”
10pm-1am. Sundays: Poetry open mic, 7:
30-9pm.

% The Living Room

(INFEEEEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&Lt
P S PR S EE 85 34

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: Mysterious Monday
Tarot Night, spiritual consultant Theressa
does readings by appointment, 8:30pm-10:30pm.
Tuesdays: Onyx Jazz Quartet (¥t 1),
cool Jazz from the Onyx Quartet featuring
Jimmy (sax), Daisuke (drums), Kinya (bass),
and Paco (guitar). 8:30pm 10:30pm.
Wednesdays: SHOWCASE JAM (%% 545705 +
—HHRA—FEBIAIK), open jam session, 9:
30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop (£
B# #1¥5), a chance for all writers, actors,
filmmakers, and creative types to show what
you've been working on. 8pm-12am (Art films
from 8pm, followed by readings, and perfor-
mances). All musicians welcome, but make
sure to book in advance. Fri, Apr 22: TRUE
COLORS JAZZ GROUP (JFEA(EF+44H) fea-
tures the voice of Yi-ru Wang performing a

cool mix of jazz standards, bossa nova, and
relaxing melodies. Wang Yi-ru E3Z 41 (vocals),
Wu Xin-ru Rk {% (keyboards), Huang Wen-yu
Al H (bass), Qu Qiu-mei HhFk3E (drums),
10:00pm - 12am, NT$100. Sat, Apr 23: SKY
BURIAL ( °K ji ), in-your-face high-powered
punk and blues from New York to Detroit,
combining tough originals with a few obscure
classics, 10:00pm 12am. Fri, Apr 29:
X-JAZZ, French keyboardist Gilles Malavezzi
and saxophonist Corbett Wall team up for
some experimental-electronic meets jazz.
Guaranteed to be deep, grooving, and politi-
cally left of center. 10:00pm - 12am. Sat,
Apr 30: Blues Night w/ BOOGIE CHILLIN',
Boogie Chillin' are influenced by classic blues
greats such as Muddy Waters, Buddy Guy, Ju-
nior Wells, Elmore James, and Willie Dixon,
Boogie Chillin' also steps it up with contem-
porary blues artists such as Canada's Big Sug-
ar. Boogie Chillin' always fires up the crowd
and brings a modern twist to classic blues.
10pm - 12am, NT$200.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERESE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (& K& AT HHE —
#), intersection of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng
S Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University is a venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Fri, Apr 22: NTU Music
Sharing (il Jif % %), performers include YU
HUI-WEN (2EE5E), MAI XIN-YIN (Z82&5), LIU
YU-LING (B[E ), WU QIAO-JUN (51%5%), HE
WEN-HUI ({afE7£%), LIN PEI-Q (FR{7l). Six
young girls play traditional Chinese music
plus Western music, 8pm, no cover. Sat, Apr
23: LU YI-SHUAN Solo Piano Concert (=&
$ZE M Z=€r), the Piano Bachelor of Manhat-
tan Music Academy in 2002. 8pm, NT $250.
Sun, Apr 24: Rhythm Music Tritone, three
different bands, KANDER (5Ef#), C MAJOR (C
KiH), and OPE, 3pm, no cover. Fri-Sat, Apr
29, 30: Taiwanese Opera Meets Jazz (#K{FIE%
BRI - SRRSO EW B IS FOies) -
Tang Mei-yun and Liu Wen-liang, Chipin and
Kaiya will give you another experience of
Taiwanese opera and jazz. 8pm, NT$600. Sat,
Apr 30: JAZZY BON (&3t %%[E). A group
formed by Taiwanese and Japanese, their
music style belongs to Standard Jazz and
Latin Jazz. 3pm, no cover.

* Riverside Music Cafe
(S

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

AL LT RS 3P 24445 257B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam. Thurs,
Apr 21: SMOOTH 9-5 + TOTEM ([Efi#), aborig-
inal rock band. Y Fri, Apr 22: MASA SUMIDE
+ BOB EVANS (Ri5fh#EE1). MASA SUMIDE has
a Japanese guitarist and fuses Western jazz
with funk. BOB EVANS was the 2003 National
Fingerpicking Champion, and has a warm and
comfortable style that mixes Fingerstyle with
traditional melodies. Sat, Apr 23: WHAT?!
MULAN (fEKTH) + CELEST (FEF#E). WHAT?!
MULAN is a band that just wants to enjoy
simple music, and this will be their debut
performance. CELEST has released three al-
bums in Taiwan, and this time will sing both
her own songs and other singers' songs, ac
companied by some of Taiwan's top musicians.
Tue, Apr 26: KAO QIU QIN (#£%k#)) + CLIP-
PERS "TAI YING LA" (F&-fF"KH#"), electronic
rap nakashi. Wed, Apr 27: SMILE EGG + SO
WHAT (/%4 E]), rock. Fri, Apr 29: Rich
Huang (##i'%) & FRIENDS' JAZZ NIGHT. Per-
formers include Rich Huang (Drums), called
the "Taiwanese drum Stylist”; Chen Ren-you (
Bass); Lin Zheng-ru (Guitar); Dong Shun-wen (
Sax); lu Qi-feng (Keyboard). NT$350. Sat, Apr
30: WAN FANG Mini Concert ({75 508 5 44€r),
easy and relaxing vocal performance.

Y Underworld

(1 Nik )

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dbifiliARE455%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. Thu, Apr 21: EMILY (=%
#i), post-rock + LAMPAMP, alternative. Fri,
Apr 22: LADYBUG (¥l &%), long-running girl
band spanning punk-rock to post-rock + D.G.S.
(KiE#E), punk. Sat, Apr 23: THE CHAIRMAN (
#H ), hard rock + AO BOY (f#4>4). This
concert is part of CHAIRMAN's "Looking for a
new world" tour, promoting their sixth album.
Thu, Apr 28: LUCKY PIE + SUNDAY, rock. Fri,
Apr 29: 8MM SKY (/UEkK%%), debuting new
songs + SLOW BURNING MACHINE, rock. Sat,
Apr 30: VARO, experimental electronic rock +
GREEN! EYES.

% The Wall

(EiE)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&Lri%ENr
TR PUE$20055B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets vary,
but generally cost NT $50 less in advance,
and admission includes a drink. Shows start
at 9pm unless otherwise specified. Fri, Apr
22: BACKQUARTER (VUs3#), hard rock, NT$300,
NT$250 in advance. Sun, Apr 24: Apollo 24 -
Tribute to Others Il ([ 37 %% 24 - Tribute to
Others Ill) party, with MA HOU (fE%#), punk,
INFERNAL CHAOS, thrash metal, VARO, exper-
imental electronic, EMILY, post-rock, and
HOTPINK, punk, 3pm, NT$300, NT$250 in ad-
vance. Tue, Apr 26: LAPTOP LOUNGE - Hard
Drives & Easy Listening (%% JJ R % & 4%),
open mic for laptop studio musicians. 9pm,
one-drink minimum. Wed, Apr 27: Spring
Sound (%), performers include PUNKHOO (
/B F2), rock, INSANITY, heavy metal, OVER-
DOSE, extreme melody, FALL OF THIS COR-
NER (— % 2 %k ), post-hardcore and emo,
FLOWER DONT SHIT (f&AH7E&), 9pm, NT7250,
NTS$200 in advance, NT$200 for people who
wear clothes with a flower pattern. Fri, Apr
29: Sun Splash Reggae! A NIGHT OF ROOTS
& CULTURE, performers include RED-1 AND
BUKKAKAE POSSE, PEACE MANDALA, O BROT-
HAZ SOUND SYSTEM, G-STARR, the reggae
dub crew. 9pm, NTS$300, NT$250 in advance.
Sat, Apr 30: COLORFUL (-}%%3£), alternative,
8MM SKY, KE KE MU ZHI CHUN (R a[%#.2 %),
rock. 9pm, NT$300, NT$250 in advance, NT$50
discount for people who have LOBO series
records, no cover for people who've spent
more than NT$2000 at White Rabbit Records.
Y Witch House

(ZLRRJE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (HdLiHT
AR SEE5 675 7557)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoins a les-
bian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission
is NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Apr 21: CIRKUS,
guitarist Phil will play jazz, blues, and fusion
with his two partners. Fri, Apr 22: HU DE-FU
(ffE%), the indigenous fighter and folk poet.
Sat, Apr 23: WU HAO-EN & JI JIA-YING & AM
BAND (%R & f1%Z & AMGIEHE), blues.
Thurs, Apr 28: YE SHU-YIN and her band (%
151 X Bil £t (1 445 ), play guitar folks and elec-
tronic with ZHENG JIE-REN (#[§E{T), WANG
JI-SAN (F## =), ZHANG ZHEN-YA (5E#RuH).
Fri, Apr 29: SCOTT & LILY, a warm sound
plus simple bass. Sat, Apr 30: SIRIUS HAR-
MONICA ENSEMBLE (KJE & [1Z244[HE]), classic
and pop.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (HdbTi
FEEp%—EE85fB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of
the house and techno variety. Fridays: NT$500
w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300
w/ drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Fri-
day of the month is Lady's Nite, women get
in free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300
w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Apr 23: BACK IN THE
DAYS, w/ DJs TIGER, STONE, JIMMY CHEN,
TEDDY DONG, FLOYED, ERIC HUANG, and JOE,
retro music and dance classics, NT$600, NT300
in advance. Sun, Apr 24: OHAYO, Follow Me
presents a good morning gay mixer-in the
middle of the afternoon, DJs ARNO LD, JOE,
DAVY, TEDDY DONG, ERIC HUANG, TIGER,
STONE, 1pm-7pm, ladies NT$800, men NT$350.
Sat, Apr 30: GREEN AMAZON, Follow Me Gay
Party, DJs ARNO LD, JOE, DAVY, TEDDY DONG,
ERIC HUANG, TIGER, STONE, ladies NT$1000,
men NT$600, NT$400 in advance.

% Boven

437, Sec 5, Zhongshan N Rd (1 L[]Li#5E%43755%)
Tel: (02) 8861-1056

Sat, Apr 30: | LOVE CAPE TOWN...THE BEAT
GOES ON, this makes the fourth in the "I
Love" sessions, the first being the immensely
successful party at Eden, and DJs Marc Kets
and Pierre Bruwer, otherwise known as THE
BEAT SYMPOSIUM, are back spinning funk,
soul, disco, and deep house all night long.
NT$250, NT$100 w/ RSVP to thebeatsympo-
sium@gmail.com by the night before.

% Eden
11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALTH R R Y EL 9857 114E)




Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, classy, and in the middle of
the Zhongxiao nightlife district. Wednesdays:
DESTINATIONS w/ DJs MAXXX, K FANCY, and
26 spinning house. Fridays: 5th ELEMENT FRI-
DAYS, w/ DJs MARCUS AURELIUS, BAO BAO,
and a special guest spinning block party,
funkology, electric boogaloo, rocksteady and
future classics, purportedly mixing the 5 ele-
ments of hip hop: DJing, MCing, Breakdancing,
Graffiti, and knowledge. Weekends: DJs spin
hip hop, sometimes house. Special parties ex-
cepted, no cover. 2nd Saturday every month:
Love Groove w/ DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA, house,
funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, NT$500.
3rd Saturday every month: A-ONE Part w/
special guest DJ VICTOR CHENG, w/ the regu-
lars DJ EDMUND (AAAportlS, TW) & JIMMY
CHEN (AXD, TW) playing Soulful House, Funky
Grooves and Electro Twisted. % Sat, Apr 23:
DJ CHOZIE, flying in from Beijing for one
night only. %Sun, Apr 24: DJ DAN AFTERPAR-
TY, playing first at Luxy, DJ DAN will head
over to Eden for the official afterparty start-
ing 4am, funky house.

* LUXY

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT e 2 AR DU EL 20157 714%)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
Milk party w/ hip hop, r&b, and reggae in
the Galleria, and Sugar party w/ house music
in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or free
b4 10pm, women free all night. Third
Wednesday of each month (Apr 20): 3RD Heaven
Ladies Night,"fresh” hip hop, R&B, and reggae
in the Galleria, ladies free, men NTS$400 w/
drink. Thursdays: Release Night, NT$500 w/
drink, or half price with college student ID.
Second Friday of each month: LEGIT PARTY,
hip hop, R&B, reggae, w/ an hour of old skool
80's and 90's hip hop a la MC Hammer. Fri-
days and Saturdays: NT$700, NT$400 b4 11pm,
free b4 10pm unless otherwise noted. Fri, Apr
22: TRANCEMASTER, w/ JOE HO in the Lotus
Room, progressive trance. s Sat, Apr 23: th-
eLOOP presents DJ DAN (US) in the Lotus
Room, funky west-coast house. Fri, April 29:
THE WORLD, w/ DJ VERTIGO, tribal house in
the Lotus Room. Sat, Apr 30: Liquid Lifestyles
presents CROOKLYN CLAN (US), a hip hop duo
from Brooklyn in the Galleria and TECH-
NO-PHONIC, w/ DJ VERTIGO in the Lotus Room.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&dbiHR L %%
BE=E31059% KB EHIE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT $400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600, NT $350
b4 11pm, or free after 2am unless otherwise
stated. Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible
on entry. Fri, Apr 22: BREAKBEATS PARY 01, w/
guest DJs CHRISTIAN B (UK) and DICKY LAU (Hong
Kong). Sat, Apr 23: PUMP UP THE VOLUME 003,
w/ DJ JOHN ROBINSON (UK), NT$700, NT$500 b4
11pm, NT$200 after 2am.

% Party Room
Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (G \fEE54E1385%124%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays:
DOLL PARTY, ladies NT$100 all you can drink,
men NT$500 all you can drink. Fridays and

Saturdays, ladies NT$350 w/ drink, men NT$500
w/ drink. %Sat, Apr 23: Guest DJ MARCUS IN-
TALEX (UK) drum 'n' bass, NT$600 for men,
NT$450 for ladies.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (F-bifi/\fEE54E 13857 121%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free and free champagne for
Ladies' Night. Through May 25: SUMMER BIKINI
PARTY, with birdcage dancers, nail art, jello
shots, and more, ladies free and men NT$350
b4 11pm. Fri, Apr 22: 2005 CRUISER, w/
ZHANG ZHEN-YUE (FE7Z45#) and MALASAN (7
%), live rock, NT$700, b4 10pm men NT$500
and women NT$250.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BALTHEILIFgE 1B15555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's
a bit dancier than at its sister club Roxy 99,
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150
after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR BRI, — E2495B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though other
styles appear. Sunday to Tuesday, NT $200.
Fridays and Saturdays, NT $350. Wednesdays:
women free for Ladies' night, men NT$300 w/
drink. Thursdays: Rap, R&B and reggae from
DJ BUG and DOMINATION, free entrance and
free drinks all night for ladies, NT $400
all-you-can-drink for men. Fridays: Urban Space
w/hip hop & rock n roll all night, NT$500 w/
drink. Saturdays: Spotlight, live DJs and MCs,
ladies NT$300 all-you-can-drink, men NT $500
all-you-can-drink.

Classical

Y% Four of A Kind and Brass

Roundtable

Sat, Apr 23 at 7:30 and Sun, Apr 24 at 2:30
National Concert Hall ([ % & 44 88), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&Lt LIFERs212
15%) - on the north side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1500

"Four of a Kind" is a four-man trombone
group that includes Joseph Alessi, the princi-
pal trombonist for the New York Philharmonic,
Mark Lawrence, the prinicipal trombonist for
the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra, Scott
Hartman, and Blair Bollinger. Saturday's con-
cert sees the four perform a program of con-
temporary concertos under conductor Bundit
Ungrangsee, and Sunday's program is filled
with a variety of religious and chamber music
selections, including Hadyn's "Creation.”

% % Augustin Dumay and
Michie Koyana
(ERVNEZ AL N T HERE)

Tue, Apr 26 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (5% Z44EE)

Tickets: NT$300-1500

French violinist Dumay is said to have depart-
ed on his life-long musical pursuit after at-
tending Nathan Milstein's concert as a child.
His first concert in Taiwan will include a spe-
cial selection of Beethoven and Ravel's mas-
terpieces accompanied by Japanese pianist
Michie Koyana.

Y Quintett.wien

(REANAE LE )

Sat, Apr 30 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%235 %408E)
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BY WILL MOUNGER

A BARTENDER of many years at a
Taipei hostess bar once told me
that the average male patron
can only down six beers before
getting drunk. It's less than you
might think, but | sfill find it hard
it to believe that any place can
make much money off of an
all-you-can-drink special. Still, a
number of places in Taipei seem
determined to give it a fry.
Apparently they've all consulted
the same economist, who
graphed the price of getfing
drunk at 7-Eleven against the
value of thinking you might get
laid to come up with an optimal
price of NT$500. This is in fact
the set rate for each bar
mentioned here, notwithstanding mid-week specials:

All-U-can-drink
e

— 151 boldly pioneered this Taipei trend as much as a decade ago
and still continues to do it up every night. Hope you lke warm beer
with ice. At 65, Sec. 2, Jianguo N. Rd. (ZFILEE —FL655%).

— Citizen Cain does it with Carlsberg draft on Saturday nights.

— TU has its drinkfest, which includes everything on the menu, on
Thursdays, and if's free for women.

— Hot Gossips offers well drinks and beer for NT$500 on weekends
plus various mid-week specials. At 3, Alley 20, Lane 223, Sec. 4,
Znongxiao E. Rd. (2B EKPUEL2234:2055735%),

— B1 hosts young binge drinkers nightfly, and apparently to great
effect, given that they have a NT$300-per-puke clean-up policy. At BT,
71, Sec. 1, Aiguo E. Rd. (E[E[HHE&E—E7155B1).

— The Source has its night on Saturdays, supplying beer and cocktails.
At Roosevelt Rd. Sec. 1 No. 1-1 (FEHTERE—EY1Z158).

NEW MENU AT CITIZEN CAIN

Former New York super-chef Tomer has once again upgraded the
menu at Citizen Cain. It now includes all the old favorite sandwiches
and pizza as well as bold new selections of filet mignon, eggplant
tfower, salmon steak, sesame crust pizzas, and fusion pasta. There are
also special fusion taco nights on Wednesday and "fried burrito" -
wouldn't that be a chimichanga? — nights on Sundays. Citizen Cain's
food has become good enough that some no longer think of it first
as a bar. At 67 Dongfeng St. (BEE#6757).

ST. GEORGE PARTY AT THE TAVERN

On Friday, the Tavern will be holding the Greene King Brewery St.
George Party. NT$450 gets you a huge buffet done in Michel's usual
lavish style. The buffet also includes a pint of Old Speckled Hen or
Abbot Ale. At 10pm, the Greene King Beerlionaire Quiz will be held
with a Grand Prize of N1$5,000. At 415, Sec. 4, Xinyi Rd. ({EZEE&IUEY
4155%). Reservations: (02) 8780-0892 or reservation@tavemn.com.iw.

CARNEGIE'S KITCHEN FIRE

The Sunday before last, Camegie's experienced a kitchen fire that left
its patrons hungry for over a week. The kitchen is once again fully
operational as of last Tuesday putting out Carnegie's outstanding
menu. In order to make it up fo his hungry hordes, Bob opened up
the bar from 7-10pm last Saturday and gave everything on the drink
menu away for free. As one may expect, that nicely doused any
grumbling.

NEW DOINGS AT TSB

The Taipei Sports Bar, one of my favorite places to grab a quesadillia,
burger, or burito, has been experiencing difficulties for quite some
fime. Ray has assured me that there are new investors and big
changes in store for the fufure. I'm looking forward to it, Ray. Make
sure to keep the food the way it is and get rid of the hip hop music.

CUBES OF SUMMER

Anyone who has spent any fime in Taiwan knows that it is quite
common here to drink beer with ice. Many seem to feel that this a
hanging offense, but for cheaper lagers, | don't see what all the
hubub is about. We're not falking Guiness here. The stuff is mostly
water adlready and the ice keeps it cold. | actually prefer to drink
Taiwan beer this way, especially when I'm brown boftiling it af a goose
stall in the Combat Zone at 3am. Goes well with betel nut.

THANKS PETE

ENPOTS editor David Frazier reports: "Winopete has said he won't be
able to continue writing for POTS, but has offered help in keeping a
pub column going in this paper. He'll also continue to offer
Winopete's Pub News as an email newsletter. I'd like to thank him for
his contributions over the last year and a half and encourage any
potential subscribers 10 contact him af winopete@hotmail.com. Best of
luck Pete, and KEEP DRINKING!"

sena yolur beer, bar, and oub rnews 70 Oabumes@nieao. corn.




Tickets: NT$500-1800

One of the few woodwind quintets perform-
ing in Viennese tradition, Quintett.wien's
repertoire embraces works from the classical
to the contemporary. Founded by Hansgeorg
Schmeiser in 1994, the ensemble's Viennese
tradition was partly established by the use of
a Viennese oboe and horn. Visiting Taiwan
this time, its performance, which includes
the works of Haydn, Mozart, Takacs, Zemlin-
sky and Ligetti, will be a good representa-

tion of its repertoire.

%99% Unknown-Cirkus Cirkor
(Hti HILpE T FS 15K (B ~99%  unknown A fi5:37E)
Fri-Sat, Apr 22-23 at 7:45pm, Sat-Sun, Apr
23-24 at 2:45pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall ([&7. A4 &6E),
505 Renai Rd, Sec 4 ({—ZEPUEZ5055%)

Tel: (02) 2392-5322

Tickets: NT$400-2500

Like Cirque du Soleil, Cirkus Cirkor is the
circus without the cotton candy or the
clowns. The Swedish performance troupe has
been around since 1995, testing the limits of
performance genres and fusing circus acro-
batics, contortionists, etc. with music and
theatre, creating a show that is almost narra-
tive-oriented but still appropriately theatrical.
% Kick Back, Sip Tea, Enjoy
Kun Opera

(E}\Hﬁ’] ﬂ%/f\ nthEE)

May 8 at 2:30pm

Red House Theatre (XL &l5),
Rd, Taipei (HAETIRCARES1055)
Tel: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$100

Originating over 600 years ago, Kun Opera is
one of the oldest forms of traditional Chi-
nese opera. To preserve this kind of theater,
various amateur groups have come together
for this performance. The program includes
"The Jade Hairpin" (£ 4 i) and "The Out-
burst of A Virago" (fifitfl.ic).

% %A Dream Like A Dream
Single-day performances: Sun, Wed, Sat, Apr
24, 27, 30 and Sun, Sat, May 1, 7 at 2pm
Two-day performances: Mon/Tues, apr 25/26;
Thurs/Fri, Apr 28/29; Tues/Wed, May 3/4,
and Thurs/Fri, May 5/6 at 7:30pm

10 Chengdu

National Theatre ([%2EL&IF¢), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (&JbridLFEEE21.215%)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888, (02) 26982323

Tickets: NT$1200-3400

Having won critical acclaim in its Hong Kong
premiere in 2002, this production is truly an
experience-an all-day one. The show is seven
hours long, and is a veritable epic that un-
folds in soap-opera-like fashion, telling the
story of a man's search for the cause of an
unknown disease and using settings that shift
from Taipei to Paris to Shanghai. The perfor-
mance space is somewhat unusual, putting
the audience in the center on swiveling

chairs. The audience has the option of view-
ing the show in a marathon-like single-day
affair, or splitting it up into two nights.

Museums

yHuashan

(LRI )

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (F&-ETi/\fEE%—E
15%)

Tel: (02) 2392-6180

Web: www.huashan-ccc.com

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

GIANT SCULPTURE EXHIBITION:  This “"Heav-
en-sent Rooster” (KI5 E%fE) exhibition features
giant works of art made from various materi
als and by different artists, all centered around
the rooster in honor of this lunar year.
*Hong Gah Museum
(Bl SE i AE)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (5dLiiAZE#%26057%5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

FLOWERING SHRUBS: An exhibition put to-
gether by Chen Yanshu ([ ®fi5(), Flowering
Shrubs showcases the work of twenty-two fe-
male artists from Kaohsiung. Through May 22.
% Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei

B L S EE)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (5dLHEZVEE3%E)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
MOCA was the first museum in Taiwan to fo
cus exclusively on contemporary art. It is
housed in the former City Hall building, and as
such is a historical site as well as a museum.
The museum houses contemporary art that
combines art, history, and technology, from
Taiwan, Asia, and other parts of the world.

BRIAN JENMFERS
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CAME RIGHT UP TO
ME AND WAC SWEARING.

HE POPPED A SWTTCH BLADE.

HEY! TYLER | HEARD THEY  NEXT THING YOU KNOW NE
TRIED TO FIRE YOU . WHAT  Wwakee Up IN A HOSPITAL

THE HELL 1€ GOING ON? MAN wrry A NOTE STUCK TO Hie
JACKET.

| REALLY MYSSED YOU...
HASNT BEEN THE SAME
AROUND HERE.

YOU TYLER. AND
G0D BLESC ALL

OF AMERICA THIC
VERY SPECIAL DAY.

LLUSTRATION:  LEON 05

TRADING PLACE-CONTEMPORARY ART MUSEUM:
A conceptual exhibition that questions the
nature of aesthetics, institution, and technique
in today's contemporary art world by using
various methods of representation, theft, ex-
change, and trade. It's still unclear what ex-
actly this entails, but a stage show of some
kind is definitely included. Through May 22.
%National Museum of History
(TR 52 [

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (54LMiFETFE495%)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

LEGEND OF THE DESOLATE DESERT; GOODBYE
GLITTERING JADE (Griisifdidy, BEEZFHEH): Exhibi-
tion of art from Tunhwang (Gansu Province).
Through May 26.

A HUNDRED YEARS OF EMBROIDERY: Selected
embroidery from the museum's collection.
Through May 1.

LIULI PAVILLION EXHIBITION: A research exhi-
bition with bronze ware and jade historical
relics excavated in 1936 from graves | and Il
of the Hui County Liuli Pavilion in Henan,
China. Through May 1.

* National Palace Museum
(BT )

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&iLiiE
% ER2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes, jade,
lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel wares,
writing accessories, carvings, embroidery and
rare books. From Apr 1, 2004, some galleries
in the museums east wing will be closed as
part of an ongoing renovation project.

MORE DETAILED THAN GOD: Curio exhibition
featuring 355 pieces donated by Japanese-Tai-
wanese Peng Kai-dong, consisting largely of
gold and bronze Buddha figures and bronze
ceremonial artifacts, dating from 1100BC to
the present, from Indian, Southeast Asia, Ko-
rea, Japan, and China. Through June 30.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHAT AT E)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&dbTT
LB = B 18155)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

ECSTACY - VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE: Designed
by artists Wang Jun-jieh, Wang De-yu, Wu
Ma-li, Chen Jeng-cai, and Chen Kai-huang for
the visually impaired, this exhibition creates an
"art garden” that invites visitors to experience
art through all of their senses. Through May 1.

DEPICTIONS OF LINE AND FORM: This is an
exhibition of collected works centered around
the theme of line and form, and representa-
tion of abstract through through different vi-
sual languages. Within that outer framework
the works are arranged according to four
sub-categories: Tumultuous Worlds, Traces in
Time and Space, Primal Nature and Urban
Energy. The works are of both foreign and
domestic artists and of various medias, in-
cluding painting, sketching, watercolor, board
painting, and sculpture. Through May 1.

THE GARDEN OF LIGHT: Laser beams and col-
orful lights have been set up in the center
of the museum to create a unique atmo-
sphere for visitors to experience the works
that German artist Dieter Jung has accumu
lated over his 30-year career. Through May 8.
CONTEMPORARY ART IN PRINT: This print ex-
hibition, including works by several very in-
fluential Young British Artists (YBAs) like
Damien Hirst and Marc Quinn, is held togeth-
er by the fact that all the participating
artists live and work in Britain today, and
have worked with the printing house of
Charles Booth-Clibborn, who variously recruit-
ed them in an attempt to harness their new
energy for printmaking. Through May 22.

Galleries
*IT Park Art Gallery

(B E)
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (&dbrifftim 4055
2-34%)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

Open: 1pm to 10pm, Tue - Sat

I GO TRAVELLING V / A POSTCARD EXHIBI-
TION WITH SCENERY (F%ZRITV/—iRE A
Fr): Artist Tang Huang-chen (&%) looks at
the phenomenon of traveling in a world
where everyone considers him/herself a trav-
eler. The "unforgettable postcard" and other
elements are here recorded. Through Apr 23.
% Nowhere Cafe

(FTAENIYE)

#1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec 3 (#r4:Fal%
= BR60H:155)

Tel: (02) 2362-5241

Open: Mon to Fri 2pm-2am,
12pm-2am

THE FACE: Yuan Zhebin's (i%##) solo exhibi-
tion of digital photography seeks to explore
representation in the age of digitalization.
Through May 31.

* Taipei Artist Village

(G ALEIFEERY)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (JL7F3ER45%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10am-6pm, closed Mondays

DREAM OF BUTTERFLIES: If you missed it the
first time, this decorative exhibition of some

Sat and Sun

3000 ‘“butterflies" by Korean artist
Jeong is back. Through Apr 30.
CHANGING FACES: Exhibition by female Pacif-
ic-Asian artists. Through Apr 30.

TAKAHIKO SUZUKI LIGHTING EXHIBITION: Dec-
orative lamp exhibition. Through Apr 30.

* TIVAC

B B A BT L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104&L
g 45852955 1)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tues-Fri 12pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm,
closed Mondays

LIAO GUO-LONG (E[#[%) PHOTOGRAPHY EX-
HIBITION. Through May 11.

THE HERMAPHRADITE FUTURE: Photography
exhibition by Lin Wen-zhang ( fk 22 72 )
Through May 1.

In-Yeop

*Documentary Social

Movement

(B85 R)

Fri, Apr 15 - Sat, Apr 23

National Film Archive (% E&RIEE)

4F, #7 Qingdao N. Rd (75 5Bk 7557415)

Web: www.coolloud.org.tw

Organized by Coolloud.com (¥4%5#d), this film
festival features 14 documentaries on various
topics related to workers' movements around
the world, showing films from a number of
countries that include Taiwan, Thailand, and
Argentina. A full listing of times and films is
available on the website. Seating is limited,
as the theater only has 41 seats and room
for another 10 people standing. Archive mem-
bers can book in advance and non-mem bers
can take numbers 30min before screenings.

YyFrom 30 Seconds To Ten

Minutes

Apr 19-24

Spot-Taipei Film House

18, Zhongshan N. Rd, Sec. 4 (FLiJLg —F#185%)
Tel: (02) 2511-7786

A selection of short films by directors Kong
Wen-yan (f|2#), Chen Hong-yi (Bfi7Z—), Xie
Ping-han (Z5##41), Deckard, Xiao Ya-quan (jfif
He4r), Lin Pei-ying (#£¥H), and Yao-Yao (it
#EHE). A couple of the films are offered with
Chinese subtitles only. Fri, Apr  22:
Post-screening discussion with Kong Wen-yan (
LA M), 6pm. Sat, Apr 23: Post-screening
discussion with Chen Hong-yi (f#7=—), 6pm. Sun,
Apr 24: Post-screening discussion with Xiao
Ya-quan (#t4r), 6pm.
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