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Wrapping the xiaolongbao

Foam, aerodynamics, and the Taiwanese bra

BY J.C. GRAHAM

HAVE separated my bras by their

country of origin. There are my American

bras and the Taiwanese ones. The
American bras have a relaxed sort of feel to
them. Slipping one on is like walking along a
beach at sunset with a trusted and true friend
. They provide support and much needed
care. My Taiwanese bras are in a league —
or due to their height — a drawer of their
own. With a snap, they transform my breasts
into rigid, uptight, old maids — serious —
no fun to invite to parties, and totally set in
their ways. It is my belief that former missile
designers have had a hand in the construction
of bras in Taiwan. How else could something
soft and round be so quickly converted into
warhead-like objects? These bras and their
unforgiving construction are an insult to
womankind.

In the interest of getting to the bottom
of the bra construction crisis in Taiwan and
to discover why the difference between bras
designed for western women and local ones
is so great, I went on a mission to several
local lingerie stores.

Walk into any lingerie shop on the island
and it is rather apparent that the natural look
isn't in when it comes to most bras. Though
many women do give up the padded bras
after junior high, opting for the "I accept my
small breasts as they are" look, for many
others, faking it is perfectly acceptable and
even encouraged. When questioning shop
employees about the inch or two of foam in
bras, I discovered that most A and B cups
are "enhanced" or padded. Of course there
are ones that don't have the padding, but
they may generally have Hello Kitty or
Doraemon printed across them and can be
located in the training bra section. (I never did
understand the whole training bra concept.
What are the breasts being trained for? Is
there a Breasts Olympics that I don't know
about? Do boobs from around the world
gather every four years to compete? Do they
win Gold Nipples?)

Finding out information about the bras
available in Taiwan wasn't an easy task.
Besides poking at the foam padding, I had to
turn to the dreaded shop assistant. When 1
began questioning the first woman about
trends in brassieres in Taiwan, she walked
back to her soup, ignored my questions and
me, and searched for her charm and
customer service skills in the bottom of her
bowl.

Other sales assistants were a bit more
forthcoming with their knowledge about why
bras here are the way they are. I learned that
while most women are A and B cups, as a
tactic aimed to create brand loyalty, the
manufactures may label A cups as B cups
and B cups as C cups. As an A/B cup, 1

totally understand and appreciate this deception.

Though 1 have more bras than two
breasts could ever need, I tried on some of
the newer styles to see what is in when it
comes to bras. One much advertised brassiere
promised to raise my breasts to new heights.
"Upu, upu," says the girl in the ad. In the
fitting room I stared at my reflection,
wondering if pockets and pillows of flesh
were the desired effect. Within seconds of
strapping myself in, the saleswoman poked
her head around the corner, stepped inside

ILLUSTRATION = FLOATY

and proceeded to push and pull my breasts
into the cups. She gave me the thumbs up
and left me to admire my newfound cleavage.
I felt a rush of confidence flood through my
body as the spirits of my Amazonian sisters
whizzed through the gel-like inserts of the
bra. 1 just wasn't quite sure that having my
breasts on top of my collar bone was what I
wanted, so I only bought two of them.
Walking out of the shop, the eyes of
Taipei fell upon me as I strutted down the
catwalk of Zhonghsiao West (conunued pl8)




(Zrom pZ7) Road. At home, my husband
didn't fully appreciate my assertive breasts and
guffawed at their new position in life.

We may not want to believe it, but men
can usually tell when a woman has been
fabrically enhanced. An American friend
explained in far too much detail the way he
can distinguish the real thing from that which
has been made larger with padding. "There's
this pocket of air where the breast and bra
don't meet. If a girl's wearing a tight shirt,
you can tell that once you've got her home
you'd be disappointed. If she has real breasts,
they kind of puff up over the bra a bit or
at least meet."

Besides the added padding, locally
purchased bras are also shaped differently.
Instead of allowing the breasts to maintain
some sort of natural silhouette, they pull and
bind the breasts into mini pylons. After
making the switch to locally purchased bras,
one friend didn't notice her reapportioned
breasts until an afternoon of stares by
kindergarteners. The kids being just a few
years free of diapers didn't say anything, but
they couldn't help but notice that something
was abreast. Only after looking in a mirror
did she notice that her breasts, already an
enviable size, were extraordinarily plumper and
more prominent. They had also developed an
aerodynamic quality seen only in the
aforementioned missiles.

While foam and gel-enhanced bras
promise eye-popping cleavage, there are
women who want a longer lasting
enhancement. But how far is too far? What
can a woman do when padding just doesn't

do it for them anymore?

In Taiwan, there are options available for
women who want to step out of their
present cup size and into something a bit
bigger. Creams, pills, acupuncture and surgery
are available and used. One natural and
inexpensive way believed to enhance a
woman's bust is green papaya juice. Though
no scientific evidence notes this as a Miracle
Grow, it is still the drink of choice for many.

Pop star (%gﬁ?*fﬁ) reportedly went from
an A cup to a C cup using acupuncture and
moxibustion, a traditional Chinese medicine
technique that involves the burning of a small
, spongy herb to help the
energy flow to the right

ILLUSTRATION - FLOATY

places. Regardless of how her larger breasts
were attained, her increase made headlines for
over a week, causing women island-wide to
rush to traditional Chinese medicine
practitioners to augment their natural assets.
The most disturbing thing I've seen
available for those in pursuit of a more

ample bosom is a half-hour infomercial for
breast-enlarging capsules. The presenter was
on the streets of Hong Kong interviewing
random women who, had all used the
product being touted with miraculous results.
One utterly pleased, well-endowed consumer
was so thrilled because she, "finally had
bigger breasts without having to have an
abortion." Wow! Isn't that wonderful? Fuller
boobs without the messiness of getting
pregnant and then terminating in some dodgy
clinic. What gitl wouldn't be pleased?

A woman at my gym has obviously had a
boob job. On the Stairmaster, her petite
frame looks as if it will topple over from the
weight of her saline. Up and down she goes
— her larger than life bosom rigid and
unfaltering. My sister, a sensible mother of
one has decided to get her breasts done as a
40th birthday present to herself. Years of
living as an A cup became too much for her
after shopping for bras with her 12-year-old
C-cup daughter.

The mystery as to why Taiwanese bras
and western bras are so different still eludes
me. But I do know that my bras have
become mood-altering undergarments. Most
days are average and I feel relaxed walking
around in my American buddies. On the days
when I need a bit more confidence, I snap
on one of my locals, raise up my breasts like
a warrior princess, and I am ready to
conquer this island and make it my own.

J.C Graham lves and shops m Xindian. Send
pour First Person experences to:
caplos@litypao. com.
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Cultural Production [Artl]

Harold Szeemann's Chinese (and Taiwanese) legacy

And Chen Chieh-ren is Taiwan's first atlarge artist in the Venice Biennale

BY SUSAN KENDZULAK
HE BIG news in the international art
wortld is the recent passing of

T independent Swiss curator Harold

Szeemann. Now, why would this column
which is about contemporary art in Taiwan
be concerned with a European curator? Mr.
Szeemann's reach seemed to touch everywhere
, including Taiwan. Partly what made him so
current was that he kept an open curious
mind and had a youthful spirit: vital things to
have in the field of art.

Mr. Szeemann was director of the
Kunsthalle Bern from 1961 to 1969, where
he had invited Christo to wrap the Kunsthalle
in 1968. The next year, he became famous
for his pioneering exhibition of conceptual art
titled "When Attitudes Become Form: Live in
Your Head." The show proposed that an idea
can be art and caused such unfathomable
furor that he had to quit his museum position,
allowing him — or freeing him — to become
the first freelance curator in the art world.
He soon became the quintessential model for
others to follow.

If you go to the Hsinchu Glass
Museum, there's a little homage to him, a
green neon sign that says: "when rabbitudes
become form 1999." Taipei-based architect
Chi Tie-nan (Z=F5) was in charge of
remodeling the museum in 1999 and enlisted
the help of German artists Ralf Schmitt and
Steffi Juenemann. They added conceptual art
elements to the plan, such as a jail made out
of glass and the punning neon sign.

And in recent years, Mr. Szeemann was
one of the key figures to help canonize
artists from China as director of two Venice
Biennales, those of 1999 and 2001. The
Venice Biennale has two sections: national
pavilions and an international, curated exhibition
. As China has never had its own national
pavilion (it will sponsor it's first this yeat),
the only way for Chinese artists to get
international exposure was to be in the curated
exhibition. (Taiwan and Hong Kong have had
their own pavilions for years.)

Chen Chieh-ren (F571=), who will be Taiwan's first atlarge artist in the Venice Biennale, recently displayed the above photo as part

of the group show, "The Loke." Below is Steffi Juenemann's neon sign.

Contemporary Art on Kinmen Island and
invited Ying Bo (Ms. Luescher) to show two
videos there, one of a rowdy Chinese
drinking game.

Not only was Mr. Szeemann instrumental in
promoting Chinese artists to the western art
world, his influence even deeply touched
Taiwan. As he traveled to various international
biennials, he invited a handful of young
curators whom he met at these exhibitions to
be the jurors for his two Venice Biennales. In
2001, Taiwanese curator Manray Hsu (G

Fii) was one of those jurors and brought in an
Asian perspective to balance the North -South
(West Europe-Aftrica) dichotomy of the panel

PHOTOS: THE LAKE and SUSAN KENDZULAK

which he identifies objects that are thrown
forcefully towards the back of his head.

Photographer Yeh Weili's (BEf#11)
recent group show, "The Lake," is one of
the six projects that received a production
grant for curator from the National Culture
and Arts Foundation. His innovative display
of photographs from Australian and Taiwanese
photographers made viewers look down
through Plexiglas covers. In addition to
photos, the show contained written texts and
sound art. The experimental sound art in
Taiwan is at a supreme international level.
Here's a great chance to check out the sound
art of Eric Lin, Tsai An-chih, Dino, Pei,
and Klaus Bru.

For the 1999 Venice Biennale, he
encouraged artist Cai Guo-giang (£%[E58)
to recreate the famous Mao-commissioned
public sculpture "The Rent Collecting
Courtyard" (1965). This tableau of over 100
life-size clay figures created by a team of 18
sculptors showed the heroic individual paying
his rent to the feudal landlord; it was to
illustrate to the masses that life was much
worse during feudalism. In Cai's version, a
performative re-creation done with twelve tons
of clay, his assistants continued to spray the
clay with water so it wouldn't harden and
was to show how history and culture are
unfinished. This piece became controversial
during its showing.

At that same Biennale, Szeemann's inclusion
of young artist Ying Bo ruffled some feathers,
as people had never heard about her before.
As it turned out, Ying Bo was the nom-de
-plume of artist Ingeborg Luescher, M.
Szeemann's wife. Last September, Cai Guo
~qiang curated The Bunker Museum of

A BIG cheers to those, who more than a
hundred years ago, conceived of having a
mega art exhibition every two years in
incredibly beautiful sunny Venice. The
vernissage, or preview, is Jun. 9 to 11 with
the exhibition running through to November.
This year marks the first time a Taiwanese
artist has been chosen for the international
section. Artist Chen Chieh-jen (Iﬁﬁ{:)
will exhibit in the section curated by Maria
de Corral titled "The Experience of Art."
For the Taiwan Pavilion, curator Jason
Wang has chosen four artists for his
exhibition titled "Spectre of Freedom." Kao
Chung-li had shown his filmic installations in
Wang's co-curated Taipei Biennial 2002. Kuo
I-chen recently showed his airplane intervention
plece at the Taipei Biennial 2004 and Lin
Hsin-l Eva has shown her large digital self
-consuming-portraits at Taipei MOCA. Tsui
Kuang-yu is featured on the cover of this
month's issue of the Taiwan art journal
CANS showing excerpts of a witty video in

San Francisco-based artist Rigo, who's
visited, made art in Taiwan several times, and
did a huge mosaic featuring Taiwanese artist
Peng Hung-Chih for the new San Francisco
airport, is included in a provocative exhibition
titled "Monuments for the US." (www.wattis.org).
This is an exhibition of ideas and proposals,
taking Mr. Szeemann's "live in your head"
one step further.

Currently the Taipei Fine Arts Museum
is the place in town for art happenings.
However, they recently had some trouble with
all the rain; a leaky roof damaged a painting
that was on loan for the Georg Jensen show.
For history buffs, Felix Schoeber's funny
recounting of incidents (and scandals) involving
the museum was published in the winter
2004 Misho (BAAlT) magazine and is well
worth a read.

Susan Kendzulak s an arase bving m Taper
feel fee fo contact fer at
bkendzulab@hormall com




BY MALCOLM PARKER

ORE SKINNY spider-women are

crawling out this week with, I am

sure, more yet to come, which
means that at some point there will be
skritchy scratchy noises, sandpaper -spectral
skin, and spooky shadows on every screen in
Taipei. That is, until the Spandex summer
when the comic books take over. Now, what
is that Who song again?

— New Releases: Apr. 2 —
Being Julia ({tffK/5)

THEATERS: Warner Village (Xinyi), Chang Chun, Hoover

A yeasty crumpet adaptation of a W.
Somerset Maugham novel, Bemg Jfulia is
another Istvan Szabo movie about reality,
fiction, and human politics. Crisply played by
Annette Bening, Julia is a London theatre
diva on the precipice of her career just as
the world edges up to the abyss of WWIL
As melodramatic a creature as we imagine
such actresses to be, her life merges with her
roles, and though she is at the center of a
whitlpool of strategic relationships, she is
seldom unmasked. Szabo lets the cast work
away at the witty and tart script, but under
the bustle it lacks the legs of his Aephusco.
(Istvan Szabo, Canada/US/Hungary/UK, 2004,
105min, Eng./Ch. subs)

SPOT Kids Tour Film Festival
THEATERS: The SPOT, Apr. 5-17

The SPOT presents a well rounded
international selection of movies for kids,
parents, and the rest of us who know that
kid's movies don't need robots, gadgets, or a
big-ass star clowning around. The films are:
the French sensation about a boys choir, Zes
Cﬁon&ms(ﬁ&ﬁllﬂfﬁ/ﬂﬁf); TLasse Hallstrom's
supetb My Lite as a Dog@@ﬁﬁﬁ’f}ﬁ H ) from

IMAGE : HOLLY

Sweden; the German war drama, NowZere iz
Az%cz({ﬂﬁﬁ%&%?), the French non-computer
animated morality tale, Aazzung Cats and
Frogst KRN RRI—TE T); and the amazingly
touching narrative documentary, Srozy of the
Weeping CamelS5&ECESEE N EEL ), which is
a German and Mongolian production. See
www.spot.org.tw for more details.

Samara (F/]5%)

THEATERS: major theaters

Hideo Nakata returns to the stygian depths
of 7he Ring to add some mood in this
sequel. Reporter Rachel and her son Aidan
have relocated to a town in the American
Northwest to try to put some space between
them and the skanky hag Samara, who is
even more vengeful and set on possessing
Aidan than we'd imagined. Naomi Watts is
brave and effective as the emotional lynchpin
of the movie, but though the center holds,
the rest falls apart. Horror movies are often
about the inexplicable bursting into our
ordered sphere, but Nakata negates this by
making the rest of the movie as impenetrable
as the bottom of the infamous well. (Hideo
Nakata, US, 2005 111rnin, Eng/Ch. subs)

Robots (% A kL)

THEATERS: Showtlme Warner Village (Xinyi), Warner Village
(Tienmu), Warner Village (Miramar), Governor, Cinemark,
Breeze, Shin Shin, Scholar, Chang Chun, Dong Nan Ya, Bai
Lao Hui, Ju Xing, Spring Cinema Galaxy, Yang Ming, Ha La,
Carnival, Hoover, Mei Hua.

Mechanical beings are an apt subject for this
animated movie which is a bunch of spare
and well-worn plot parts cobbled together,
lubed-up enough to not squeak horribly, and
tightened enough to not fall apart. It's a
standard David and Goliath movie with
elaborate Rube Goldberg production design, a
capable cast, and bolted-on de rigueur pop
references that sometimes go awry. When it
goes all Chuck Jones kinetic, it zips, and you
don't see the inherent contradiction in a movie
that attacks the very thing it is — cultural

mass production. (Chris Wedge & Carlos
Saldanha, US, 2005, 91min, Eng/Ch. subs)

The Others (JTEIWE%/\M

THEATERS: Spring Cinema Galaxy

Alejandro Amenabat's gothic film is heavy on
the building of suspense and tingling
creepiness but light on the emotion. Ghostly
white Nicole Kidman is a widow in an
echoing house with many doors that must
remain locked, curtains that must be drawn,
children to save, and some new and perhaps
malevolent servants. Kidman plays it all at
madwoman-in-the-attic pitch but it's a tad too
long. (Alejandro Amenabat, Spain/France/US,
2001, 104min, Eng./Ch. subs)

~still Playing

Canadian Spring Film Festival
THEATERS: The SPOT (through Apr. 3)

The Canadian Spring Film Festival continues
till Sunday at The Spot, so check out some
of the choice offerings it has, including
Casutstry: The Killing of 2 Car and the short
pair Ayan with Alter-foos.

The Wayward Cloud (Ki#—24L%E)

THEATERS: Spring Cinema Galaxy, Cinemark.

Director Tsai Ming-liang (%Eﬁjﬂ:) expands
and gels his hermetic filmic universe,
combining nucleic themes of urban alienation
and loneliness with musical interludes and,
most controversially, sex, all taking place in a
long, watermelon-juicy, Taipei summer. (Tsai
Ming-liang, Taiwan, 2005, 112min, Man./Ch.
subs)

The Eye 10 (FLH "10")

THEATERS: major theatres

The third in the Hong Kong series about
seeing frisky dead people. (Oxide Pang, Hong
Kong, 2004, Cant./Ch, subs)

To Be and To Have (ILUf[JEHEEEZ)

THEATERS: Changchun,

A simple and exquisite French documentary
version of Wap Shoor the 7éacher? that
details five months in a single-class school in
rural France. Within the microcosm of the
school we witness the miracle of learning and
identify with children under his precious
tutelage. (Nicolas Philibert, France, 2004,
104min, Fr./Ch. subs)

Steamboy (ZXHF )

THEATERS: WV Xinyi, WV Miramar, WV Tienmu, Hoover,
Breeze, Ambassador, Cinemark, President, Scholar, Mei Hua,
Yang Ming, Ha La, Ju Xing

Ray Steam is a young English boy in the late
19th century, the third in a line of great
inventors, and recipient of a super dense
steam ball that various nefarious people want.
Visually the movie is stunning, while the
story lags. (Katsuhiro Otomo, Japan, 2005,
126min, Jap/Ch. subs)

Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and
Fabulous (fififizz T 2: EREE )

THEATERS: major theatres

Watch Sandra Bullock fall and be a goof and
fall and dress up and fall and fling some huge
fake boobies around her waist and fall some
more. This is a burnt marshmallow of a
movie. (John Pasquin, US, 2005, Eng./Ch subs)

Theater loCationNs - - - - - - - - - - - m oo

Tel: (02) 2757.2345
Carnival (/R EE)
39, Sec 1, Fuxing S Rd
({EBLRERE— B 39 517),
in the Breeze Shopping Center
Tel: (02) 8772-1234

Ambassador (

Tel: (02) 2361-1222
Carnival (G53E)
Cinemark tﬁmgﬁ'%wi}ﬂa 52 Emei St (kBT 52 5%)
B1, 138, Sec 4, Bade Tel: (02) 23889948

(5 40T RS T RS 138 5% B1), in the lv- Hoover (5%3E)

ing Mall 89, Sec 2, Wuchang

Tel: (02) 37622001 (G REH 2& 8@ 5J€)
Mei Hua (%) Tel: (02) 2331-5067

2F, 63, Sec 3, Hopi m}% Majestlc (E#%)
(EALARE A 3 B 63 m 2 1)

Tel: (02) 27372295
Warner Vlllage, Xinyi
GEREFE 22

1618 Songshou Rd

(G ALTitATS 18 5%)

Tel: (02) 23312270
President (i)

59, Sec 1, Zhonghua Rd
el ExSQ %)
Tel: [02) 23885576

88 Chengdu Rd (DJEFEEJZ%KE% 88 %)

116 Hanzhong St (BILTHEFE 116 8%) 219, Sec 2, Chang An E Rd,

Showtime (H#7)

87, Sec 2, Wuchang St
(BALTRE f 2 % %)

Tel (02) 2331-5256

Spring Cinema Galaxy (i)
10F, 52 Honzhong St (il 52 5% 10 1)
Tel: '(02) 2381-1339

— North Taipei —

Chang Chun (E%)

172 Chang Chun Rd

(BALTTRAR 172 37)

Tel: (02] 2507-4141

Governor ({@E)

(AL R e 2 B 210 5%

Tel: (02) 2741-5991

Scholar (%)

176 Changchun Rd (FRF&EE 176 57)
Tel: (02) 2516-4340

Shin Shin (kEL#HE
247 linsen N Rd
(BACTHMARALEE 247 5F)
Tel: (02) 2537-1889
SF'DT, Taipei Film House O%t%5) (&4t qu.ﬁﬂlzfﬁm
18, Sec 2, Zhongshan N Rd

Tel: (02) 27782991

— South Taipei —

Bai Lao Hui (5 :&[#)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd

BT ATEES 4 Bk 200 5%)

Tel: (02) 2299-4033

Dong Nan Ya (¥F5)

3, lane 136, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
(B ALTTRESIREES 4 B 136 4 3 5%)
Tel: (02) 2368-6839

Ju Xing [EEAIJ? 2380

1F, 36, Jlngchon

(GALHE R 36 m 1#)

Tel: (02) 29349399
— Shilin, Tienmu, Neihu —
Ha La (510
OF, 72, Sec 3, Kan Nm Rd, Ne\'hu
=% 72 3 o 1)
Tel: (02) 263351
Warner V|Ilage Miramar

CEREH,
O69F, 22, Jm Ye 3rd
LZE Ayl uu%%z% E«’%zzﬁfoof%

Tel: (02) 8161-1900
Warner Village, Tienmu
CGENEFS K

4F, 202, Sec 2, Chongcheng Rd
(1L SR — B 202 % 4 )
Tel: (02) 2876-3300

Yang Ming (%)

113 Wenlin Rd (SCRAES 113 5%)
Tel: (02) 2881-4636




Cross-strait kimchi

'Tis the eve of the "million-person” rally against China's

Mainland Affairs Council dishes out a pep talk

BY JACK TRUSELLO

THE MORNING of Friday, Mar. 25, one
day before the "million-person rally" against
China's "anti-secession" law. Young mothers
are carefully preparing the asses of exactly
706 infants — the symbolic cheecks of peace?
— with anti-Chinese-missile stickers for a
photo op at Taipei's Sun Yat-sen Memorial.
In Tainan, Miaoli, Kaohsiung, and the rest of
"Taiwan," drivers are gassing up busses,
housewives are making lunchboxes.

And in a high-rise in Taipei's government
sector, a clutch of international media types is
shuffling morosely into a briefing room where
Joseph Wu, chairman of the Mainland Affairs
Council (MAC), is tasked with setting the
whole sorry lot of us straight on China's new
law. It will not be easy. As I take my chair,
I overhear an American writer ask a colleague
, quite rhetorically, how Taiwan can expect
rapprochement in cross-strait relations if it
won't stop insisting that China renounce the
use of force. I stare gape-mouthed. They
don't seem to notice.

Looking around the room, I see that's it's
a slouchy, sniffly, itchy-looking bunch. There's
not one among them you'd allow your child
to date, and not one you'd date, not even
for pay. In any case, we foreign journalists
are badly outnumbered by Taiwanese
cameramen. In fact, four camera-wielders
quickly take a seat on my lap, prepared to

vie for snaps of my nostrils.

I thrust aside three of them, freeing up
enough limbs for me to examine the box
lunch we've been provided: smoked fish, half
a boiled egg, two dubious shrimp, and a
species of kimchi hot enough to blow the lid
off the cross-strait status quo. I notice that
the journalists whom I can identify as staff
writers don't even deign to look at their food
; while freelancers wantonly feed their faces
until the signs of starvation begin to fade.

At last MAC Chair Wu, the man of the
hour, takes his place at the podium. It's clear
in an instant that we're dealing with a media
pro. W#y does Taiwan oppose the
"anti-secession" law? Because, he says, it fails
to recognize the reality of the cross-strait
situation. In support of his argument, he
summarizes the political history of Taiwan
since 1949. I'm thinking fondly of my pillow
at home. The radio man to my right is
already nodding off.

Having completed his pre-emptive attack,
Wu opens the floor to questions. What ensues
is an extensive round of throat-clearing, making
it seem for a moment that no one is actually
mterested in cross-strait relations. And when
someone finally pipes up, it's with a question
about China's "anti-successiod" law. W,
unfazed, responds with infinite grace, correctly
pronouncing the word no less than a dozen
times. I gather that the foreign reporter who
asked the question achieved his Taiwan media

anti-secession law, and the

status through the typical route — forged
university credentials and the ability to drink
a liter of beer at one go from a siphon.

At this juncture, a brazen and
clear-headed reporter asks this pertinent
question: if the US had taken a stronger
stand against the "anti-secession" law, would
things be different today? Wu effortlessly
embarks on a three-minute explanation of an
unrelated point, making everyone forget the
question. I pictute AIT head Douglass Paal's
bald head nodding conspiratorially.

Now a woman representing Voice of
America asks a question so mind-bogglingly
inane that it escapes my mind before my pen
can reach my notebook. Something about the
sheer idiocy of it sparks a change in Wu.
Before he'd sounded like a political science
professor suffering dangerously from boredom,
now he suddenly becomes a passionate
spokesman for Taiwanese identity. He heatedly
lays out all that's wrong with the ROC
Constitution, sounding so convincing that one
wonders how Beijing could question his
assessment. "We want to show the Chinese
side," he says, "that We/ Are/ Anory?

I figure that's the money quote. I unhand
my notebook and do battle with the kimchi.

Fress P is a2 new column looking at media
and events.
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CAFE BASTILLE

the place 1o

Come by and try our
excellent food, gourmet
coffee and rotating

| selection of over

200 different kinds
of imported beer

Located right in the heart

of Shida
- = e L
San-Thur 1 1:00aem- |

= HERR R 0EE2 308 TEL @ 2369-9720
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ORLANDO - GAY & LESBIAN BAR « TAIPEI

www, or landotapasbar, com

FRI. Gay Fridays
CAT. Cpicy Calsa =
CUN. L-Word
E:‘rf‘.l’?ﬂ'ﬂj Parties .
Pelicious cocktails, funky music, g
Jreat atmosphere! i
Friday - Saturday: S5pm - 3 am
Okam Sunday: 5 pm - midnight
Taishun Streat, Lane 2, Mo, 44 & Wk 2448 « 02-235924837

Heping E. rd, f=F 825
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Listings

Concerts and Events

%Vanessa Mae Solo Violin

Concert

Mar 31, Apr 1 at 7:30pm

Taipei Convention Center (& LBIRSE a0k
i)

1 Xinyi Rd, Sec 5 ({FE&TLE: )

Tickets: NT$1200-6000

It's been said that Vanessa Mae is a musical
prodigy of the same ilk as Mozart and
Mendelssohn, but we doubt they looked as
good on the cover of a cd. The young violin-
ist began playing when she was 5 years old,
performed with the Philharmonic Orchestra at
the age of 10, and released her debut album
at 11. She's known for fusing her classical
training with pop and jazz music, lending her
a popular appeal that's brought her extraordi-
nary success and worldwide recognition.

% %2005 Spring Scream

Apr 1 to Apr 5

Liou Fu Campground, Kenting (3BT /NH&EILGH)
Tickets: NT$1600 (includes 5 day multi entry
pass, camping pass, souvenir pack)

Web: http://www.springscream.com/

Spring Scream is a 5 day musical festival of
original music and art, featuring bands and
performers from Taiwan and the rest of the
world. It's held in Kenting, a beautiful beach
town in Southern Taiwan surrounded by ocean,
mountain, and sky. The festival's main goals
are to support the creative efforts of musi-
cians and artists, to build an atmosphere of
expression out of the city, and to just let
loose and have a blast.

% % Spring Gathering

Apr 1-3, 10pm-5am

Kending National Park (3E ] &7/ )
Website: www.moonlight-production.com.tw
Tickets: NTS$700 for Apr 1 or 3, NTS$500 in
advance; single-day for Saturday is NT$1500,
NT$1200 b4 10pm (online through www.420tw.
com)

Moonlight's annual shindig has international
headliner DJs MARCO V and BRIAN MCGUIRE
flying in from Holland and L.A. respectively
plus nearly every techno DJ of note in Tai-
wan on the program, from theLOOP's line-up
to AXD's JIMMY CHEN and VICTOR CHENG.
The late-night rave will be preceded daily by
Spring Parade, a free pre-party parade down
Kending's main drag from early afternoon till
10pm, featuring appearances by everyone's
favorite party-freak, Orange Boy.

% % Spring Paradise

Apr 1-3, 4pm-7am

Baishawan, Kending (3B ] (i)

Tickets: NT$700/one night, NT$1500/ 3 nights
Put on by former Club 70's crew, this out-
door beach party will take place just north
of Kending at Nan Wan. The bigger stage
features hip hop acts like Dog G (K37), MC
Hot Dog, EAC, and Daximen (A &Eff), and
the other stage has house, trance, and other
various forms of electronic music with DJs
like @llen, SL, and Dragon.

% % Samba

Apr 1-2, 9pm-sunrise

Mengyou Kending, across from Golden Beach
pub (£:4], 2T, {EHpubHY¥II)

#888 Kending Rd. (321 [%888%4%)

Website: www.la-groove.com

Tickets: NT$500/day

Another outdoor party, hosted by La Groove,
featuring La Groove's line-up as well as others.
This is a house, disco, latin, electro, tribal,
and westcoast party, according the flyers.
DJs: @LLEN, MAXXX, NINA, DARK, and others.
Also, drum 'n' bass DJs zEOn and DANJAH.

% Dynamite Club, Team

Sasquatch, and Dynasty

Fri, Apr 1 in Tainan at The Armory, 82
Gongyuan S Rd (&5 Ef i\ # 14 8255%)

Tue, Apr 5 in Taipei at the Shannon, 6 Tunhwa
N Rd (HAEHE b ALER6557)

A New York city trio of avant-garde,
-core, indie-electro, and spazz-jazz.
% Nostalgic Music
Concert-Kupa Band+Bei Di
(18 v SR B - R S+ )
Apr 2 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (4T /&%),
Rd, Taipei (FLiicAREE1055

Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$600

Formed in 1983, Kupa Band covers early
American Jazz and Latin music. Quite famous,
they performed at the Ambassador Hotel for
nearly 24 years running. The band is often
accompanied by guest singers, and this time
it's actress and singer Bei Di.

%% Maksim Solo Piano Concert
Apr 2, 3 at 7:30pm

Taipei Convention Center (& LIRS Er
1)

1 Xinyi Rd, Sec 5 ({FRETLE: )

retard

10 Chengdu

ELAINVN

Tickets: NT$800-3600

Croatian piano player Maksim Mrvica is perhaps
best well known for his best-selling classical
album THE PIANO PLAYER, featuring that an-
them of young aspiring lounge pianists, "Flight
of the Bumble-Bee." Other melodies, like
"Grieg's Piano Concerto in A minor", "Rhapsody
on a Theme of Paganini" have also attracted
the classical fans' attention. He's known for
adding modern elements to classical music to
create a new style all his own. The spiky hair,
earring, and intense gaze don't hurt, either.

Diana Krall Concert

Apr 4 at 7:30pm

Taipei Convention Center (&JLERIEEE T 00Kk
i)

1 Xinyi Rd, Sec 5 ({FZI&TLE:—55)

Tickets: NT$1800-3600

Grammy-award-winning jazz superstar Diana
Krall will be making a stop in Taipei during
her 2005 World Tour. The Canadian vocalist
and pianist is known best for putting out the
first jazz album to ever be nominated for a
Grammy. Her mellow tunes and smooth voice
have made her a hit worldwide. Taipei is
just one of the many Asian venues on her
list for this year's tour.

% % Childish Music

Multimedia Concert
(FTFREWRTELET)

Apr 9 at 7pm
NTU Corridor Cafe (i JERmWERE), NTU Sports
Center 1F (E¥ KESZESIEHEE 1), intersec-
tion of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng S Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

Tickets: NT$700

Childish Music is a multimedia musical perfor-
mance tour that made appearances in Hong
Kong and Macau before coming to Taipei.
Four Japanese musicians, Kazumasa Hashimoto,
Lullatone, Sora, and Mondii, will be giving a
mixed media concert that combines acoustic
instruments with electronic sounds.

% Laura Fygi In Concert

Apr 29, 30 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall([&A 0 /&88)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&iLmi{ g
F¢5055%)

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Tickets: NT$700-2400

Laura Fygi is one of Taiwan's favorite foreign
jazz singers. She is the first Dutch singer to
make it to the Billboard Jazz Charts in the
United States. Her intoxicating voice has won
considerable critical acclaim around the world.
She initially gained notice as a member of
one the most popular Dutch girl groups ever,
Centerfold. After setting out in 1992 as a so-
lo performer, Fygi pursued a more jazz-in-
spired path with her debut effort. The subse-
quent albums include 1993's "Bewitched” and
the following year's "The Lady Wants to Know."
Fygi had experimented with different kinds of
music, like disco, pop, and rock. Finally, she
added jazz into her musical repertoire and
created her own performance style.

% Fei Yu-qging Concert

(Z2 K 520053 %14 [ ENEET)

Apr 30, and May 1 at 7:30 pm

Taipei Convention Center (&JLERIFES ST 0ok
§3), 1 Xinyi Rd, Sec 5 ({F#ERTLE: %)
Tickets: NT$800-2500

Due to standing ovations and otherwise over-
whelming popularity of his concerts in Singa-
pore, Shanghai, Las Vegas and more last year,
Fei Yu-qing has been invited to give a solo
concert. His classical songs and soft voice
give him a nostalgic appeal, and this con-
cert's program doesn't deviate from that at-
mosphere. A large portion of the songs on
the bill are Teresa Teng favorites.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE3)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(RELT fEE — F“1715f;?47f§)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Blue Note is Taipei's oldest
jazz bar. There are performances at least
five nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover
varies for special shows. Mondays and Wednes-
days: open jams, no cover. Tuesdays: Jazz
Improvisation, hosted by UNO, a member of

Jive Stakes Band who plays piano, NT $250
minimum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION
QUARTET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays:

METAMORPHOSIS, NT $300 minimum + 10% .
Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
TRIO JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NT$250 minimum + 10%.

* Citizen Cain

(KEIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (& L5 E1E6755%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

Bar and restaurant are frequently hosting per-
formances and art exhibitions. Tuesdays: The
wonderful voice of DANA WILEY, accompanied
by JEZ, 9:30-11:30pm. Wednesdays: Stand-up
comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN, 9:30-11:30pm.
Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your instruments
or just enjoy the jam, 9:30pm-12am Fridays:
A rotation of local and foreign DJs. Saturdays:
DJ SHEP DAWG, dancin and groovin with
the'big dawg,"10pm-1am. Sunday:Poetry open

Send your event
information

to:
enpots@lihpao.com

mic, 7:30-9pm.
% The Living Room
(/INEBEEE)
3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&LifiFd
TR ERSEE 83
Tel: (02) 8787-4154
Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: Mysterious Monday
Tarot Night, spiritual consultant Theressa does
readings by appointment, 8:30pm-10:30pm.
Tuesdays: Onyx Jazz Quartet (IR (L +1%),
cool Jazz from the Onyx Quartet featuring
Jimmy (sax), Daisuke (drums), Kinya (bass),
and Paco (guitar).  8:30pm 10: 30pm
Wednesdays: SHOWCASE JAM (3% 4% L8570 +
TR BT A), open jam session, 9:
30pm-12:30am. Thursdays: The Workshop (#
B2 B15%), a chance for all writers, actors,
filmmakers, and creative types to show what
you've been working on. 8pm-12am (Art films
from 8pm, followed by readings, and perfor-
mances). All musicians welcome, but make
sure to book in advance. Fri, Apr 1: RED 13
(#L 1 #%3%), the rock band writes and per-
forms their original songs in English, Chinese,
Japanese, and other languages, mixing hard
rock, pop rock, funk, jazz, and blues, crossing
cultural and linguistic barriers. 9:30-11:30pm,
NTS$50. Sat, Apr 2: DAY&TAXIC, a Swiss jazz
trio playing somewhere between free and
cool, and occupying much the same territory
as Steve Lacy or maybe a Hunter S. Thomp
son illustration. Featuring Christoph Gallio (so
prano and alto sax) Christian Weber (bass), and
Marco Kappeli (drums).10pm - 12am, NT$200.
Fri, Apr 8: GREASY SPOON (#f&5ik), a kickass
Japanese rock band guaranteed to make you
feel "kamikaze." Think of Jerry Lee Lewis
waking up one day in Roppongi, teaming up
with the Sex Pistols, and crashing a Quentin
Turrentino party. 10pm - 12am, NT$200. Sat,
Apr 9: THE WYLIE BROTHERS, bluegrass and
ole timey music with soaring vocals and
smokin' instrumentals. The night is also a go-
ing away party for Dana who is off to Cana
da in search of greener pastures. 10pm - 12am.
% NTU Corridor Cafe
GEURRHIYEAE)
NTU Sports Center 1F (S iFATTHRE ),
intersection of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656
Website: www.alucafe.com
National Taiwan University is a venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Sat, Apr 2: LOG COLOR
JAZZ BAND (i ARthEF-%4E), 3pm, no cover.
Sun, Apr 3: NEW VISION JAZZ BAND (il 5 63
- #4E), founded in 2003, four members are
all local senior instrumentalists and each of
them has his own professional area. 3pm, no
cover. Fri, Apr 8: Onyx Jazz Quartet, cool
Jazz from the Onyx Quartet featuring Jimmy
(sax), Daisuke (drums), Kinya (bass), and Pa-
o (guitar). 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Apr 9: Zhang
Zu-kand Solo Piano Concert (ifiiH 55 I i %
J&Z5r), 3pm, no cover. Childish Music Multi-
media Concert (Hfi%i#% 7% % 8 & 44 T),
these multimedia artists are from Japan, and
they use their laptops to create electronic
music. The fresh sound of producing music
from "toy" instruements has engendered the
social phenomenon, "kidult" (££2}). This new
style of "childish music” is gradually spread-
ing-Staubgold, the famous German record
company is ready to release an album enti-
tled "Childish Music" on Apr 25. 7pm, no cov-
er. Sun, Apr 10: YOUNG&YUNJUN (ff=44[H]),
folk guitar, melodica, and human voice. Two
members share their life experiences with
the audience. 3pm, no cover.
Y Riverside Music Cafe
(E#E)
B1 No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
AACTTFENT RS 3Pk 24445 257B1)
Tel (02) 2368-7310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam. Thu, Mar
31: Bl Bl (#3.2EZ) + JASMINE MUSIC LITTLE
BAND ({E%C3li/INE). Bl Bl joined the chorus
at the age of 11, formed the band "LOVE
LOTUS (?gﬂ/\“'*l)" in college and later
founded the JASMINE MUSIC LITTLE BAND with
two other musicians. The band's sound is
sparse and simple world music. An EP is due
out this year. Fri, Apr 1: J.E.G (GE({# &5 1-4%
&), founded in 1999, the band members are
all graduates of the American Music Academy




Institute. Standard jazz, funk, west & east
coast, and modal. Sat, Apr 2: ZAYIN (4%
B + XL (RpRuf4eE).

% Underworld

(b it )

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dbiihliARs45%%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad
mission is NT$250. Thu, Mar 31: UNDO + DOLLY'S
PILLBOX (Zk#jf%E4r), fresh and warm. Thu,
Apr 7: GREASY SPOON (#E5fk) + PUNKHOO (i
), means Punk Tiger. Fri, Apr 8: TUBE (i T
#), namesake is the London subway, chosen
in order to represent the "underground” aspect
of their band, and 393-B1. Sat, Apr 9: The
Night of Twin Sisters, bands include FRECKLES
(#£PF44[E]) + BB BOMB (BBii), grrl punk + OR-
ANGE DOLLS(f##E#F). FRECKLES was formed in
April 2003 and participated in 2003 Taiwan
Ho-Hai-Yan Rock Festival.

% The Wall

(EH%)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (LR T
RIS IUEE20055B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Show tickets vary,
but generally cost NT$50 less in advance, and
admission includes a drink. Shows start at
9pm unless otherwise specified. Fri to Tue,
Apr 1 to 5: 2005 Spring Scream, The Wall will
provide beer in Kending. Wed to Sun, Apr 6
to 10: 2005 Spring Scream After Party. Sat,
Apr 9: The Night of Indigenous People-
Malasan till forever (JEH73xF(/kix), performers
include LITTLE CIRCLE (/)\J&[f&]), CHICKEN RICE
(SRR E7), psychobilly, YUAN YIN (J5 & i),
A-YUE, fringe pop singer-songwriter, hip hop-
per, and DJ, & FREE9 (7 5 &FREE9), 9pm,
NTS$500, NTS$450 in advance.

% Witch House

(ZZHRJE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&dLTi#r
AT 3EE5675 7557

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Its a home to folk, alternative rock,
cabaret-style performances and adjoining a
lesbian bookstore. Food served from noon to
9pm. Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Thurs, Mar 31: ZHANG XU-
AN (58 %), Britrock. Fri, Apr 1: NATURAL
CURL BAND (H#k#5%4H), a unique Boss nova
band in Taiwan. Sat, Apr 2: PEPPERMINT (3
%), sweet and restless music. Thurs, Apr 7:
Jimmy & Tammy Jazz Duet-The Conversation
of Guitar and Human Sound (Jimmy & Tammy
i T E A B EIER), guitarist Jimmy
(ZEs4) will perform with singer Tammy (/2.
), jazz, latin, blues, funk, and pop. Fri,
Apr 8: SAMINGAD & AM CHORUS (! 7 Bl AM
15 HE), traditional ballads and creative folk
songs. Sat, Apr 9: XIE YU-SHU ({5 &), a

of South Africa, nu-jazz, broken beat, deep
house, neo soul, kwaito, no cover.

* LUXY

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(AT BRI 201 5% T

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies’ Nights,
Milk party w/ hip hop, r&b, and reggae in
the Galleria, and Sugar party w/ house music
in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or free
b4 10pm, women free all night. Third
Wednesday of each month: 3RD Heaven Ladies
Night,"fresh" hip hop, R&B, and reggae in the
Galleria, ladies free, men NT$400 w/ drink.
Thursdays: Release Night, NT$500 w/ drink, or
half price with college student ID. Second Fri-
day of each month (Apr 8): 2 LEGIT PARTY,
hip hop, R&B, reggae, w/ an hour of old
skool 80's and 90's hip hop a la MC Hammer.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT $700, NT $400 b4
11pm, free b4 10pm. Monday, Apr 4: Hip Hop
party in the Galleria. Fri, Apr 8: theLOOP pre-
sents GABRIEL and DRESDEN in the Lotus Room,
famous DJs who've done remixes for everyone
from New Order to Jewel to Annie Lennox.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&dbidLEEE
FE=F%3105%  KE EHE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT $400, or
NTS$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT $600, NT $350
b4 11pm, or free after 2am unless otherwise
stated. Cab fare up to NT$200 is deductible
on entry. Fri, Apr 1: Dance and the City Se-
ries - The Big Room Party w/ DJ BUFF WISE
and supporting DJ ALEX WU. Sat, Apr 2:
Spring Scream Taipei, Let's Rave w/ DJs
CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE (US), DES MITCHELL,
BUFF WISE, and ANDREW V, NT$800, NT$500
b4 11pm, free after 2am. Mon, Apr 4: Fuck
Off Blue Monday Party w/ DJs ALEX WU, JIM-
MY CHEN, and DAMIAN SAINT, NT$600, NT$350
b4 11pm, free after 2am.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (HdLTT/\{E%4E:138551244)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, no cover. Wednesdays:
DOLL PARTY, ladies NT$100 all you can drink,

So you want to be
a bar critic?

AT DOWN n' out Dan Ryans,
they've started flogging VB at a
"mere" NT$190+10% a pop. Next
door at The Shannon, it's only NT
§160, plus you can get it af NT
$100 during The Shannon's
Happy Hour or 2-4-1 on Tuesday
and Wednesday nights. Dan's
"'marketing department" obviously
did diddely squat market
research on this product before
pegging it at this price. Let them
pay the penalty too, ie. negligible
sales. Windy City loses again.

O'GINNY'S UPDATE

Over at little O'Ginnys, tucked
away behind the Sherwood, a
maijor staff change has occurred.
Rosanna has suddenly eloped to

Kaohsiung with her high-speed rail lover (good luck to ya', Rosy!),
leaving poor, little Angel, to hold the fort. Angel is a very friendly girl,
but with very limited English. The problem there is that the big
spenders at O'Ginnys have been the expats, not the locals, so my

snout tells me.

CLUB 75 NOW DEFUNCT

As of Mar. 19, Club 75 over near Warner Bros is no more. Poor
business and a clash between investors over the club's music direction
led to the demise of this establishment. Apparently, the Room 18 of
olde will take over this space, with an opening date set for Apr. 8.

Watch this space...

BITS AND PIECES

Any Beamish lrish stout drinkers out there? This may soon be available
in Taiwan. As a cheaper alfemnate to Guinness, this is a very decent

drink. Stay tuned...

An insider source warns me that the food at Capone's is sfill
getting worse and worse, so whatever you do, eat elsewhere before
going over to enjoy the decent music from Rick Taira and friends.

SOME RANDOM 3AM THOUGHTS

So you want to be a bar critic? Let me tell you, it's no bed of roses.

Firstly, it was much easier four years ago when | starfed my Pub News

prince of ballads with a low and husky voice. men NT$500 all you can drink. Fridays and Satur- . . . L oo
days, ladies NT$350 w/ drink, men NT$500 newsletters "ro write obqu’rl watering holes in Tq|pe| than it is today. In

Dance Clubs w/ drink. that short time, the Taipei pub scene has dwindled and has retreated
X AXD % Plush to more off-the-beaten frack locations. Getting news from the "big

e Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh fellas" is easy as they often send out e-mailed newsletters (offen with
B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (3:LTH Rd, Taipei (&L /Eg4E1385124%) : L )
SRR EL8HER) Tel: (02) 3762-1600 poor grammar, just like the local English newspapers). However,
Tel: (02) 27629646 y A 'mega_lounge with an oval bar and a keeping I’robs orj the many smoller places is much more fime
Thz latest — edition °kf JEXOUt';]d: open til  panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the ~ -consumMing as it Means running around all parts of town to see what
mic-morning on weexends, ~the Say camce  Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el- ives. This is where it is important to have a sty of snouts out there
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of the ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o- 9 ' P ty

house and techno variety. Fridays: NT$500 W/ yerseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the ~ WNO féed you information. Unforfunately, on occasions, the snouf wil
drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300 w/ sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs- be so pissed out of his brain that he reports incomect info that can
drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday of  gays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:  ultimately lead fo haughty reforts from pubs accusing one of

the month is Lady's Nite, women get in free.
Saturdays: NT $500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/
drink b4 1am. Sat, Apr 2: MEN ONLY PARTY,
w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE, VICTOR CHENG,
JIMMY CHEN, GRAVITY, ERIC HUANG, TEDDY
DONG, FLOYED, JOE, NT$600, NT$400 in ad-
vance. Fri, Apr 8: The Authority presents PHIL
K Y4K ASIA TOUR, the Melbourne breakbeat
legend Phil K returns to Taipei, w/ supporting
DJs TIGER, CHEWIE, CRIMSON, DANIEL, and
STANLEY spinning breaks and house in the
Main Room and DJs DINO, AMBER, and SPYKEE
spinning drum ‘n’ bass in the Chic Room, NT$600
, NT$400 in advance. Sat, Apr 8: BEST COL-
LECTION: VICTOR CHENG, a 4-hour set with
house DJ VICTOR CHENG, cd giveaway of Best
Collection cd, NT$600, NT$400 in advance.

Y Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BAETT AR T L9857 114

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, and classy, there's never a
cover and it's in the middle of the Zhongxiao
nightlife district. Thursdays: LADIES NIGHT,
drink specials for ladies w/ DJs MAXXX, K
FANCY, and 26 spinning house. Weekends: DJs
spin hip hop, sometimes house. Special parties
excepted, no cover. 2nd Saturday every mouth
: Love Groove, DJs: ®LLEN, DA, NINA, house,
funk, Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, free en-
trance all night. 3rd Saturday every month:
A-ONE Party @ EDEN, DJ Edmund (AAAportlS,
TW) & Jimmy Chen (AXD, TW) playing Soulful
House, Funky Grooves and Electro Twisted.
Sat, Apr 2: | LOVE CAPE TOWN, w/ DlJs
PIERRE BRUWER and MARC KETS in celebration

women get in free and free champagne for
Ladies' Night.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&HdLTiEd it
EPUEL182571F)

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

SPECIAL HOURS FOR SPRING SCREAM: Open
from 11pm Mon, Apr 4 to 10am Tues, Apr 5.
Closed: Wed, Apr 6.

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,
11pm-6am, free for women, NT$300 for men
students free until 1am. Fridays and Saturdays
: Party Nights, NT$500 or NT$350 b4 midnight
w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE, SAM, dk, TED-
DY-DONG. Sundays: After parties from
7am-noon, NT$ 400 or NT $300 after 7am.
Closed other nights.

*Roxy 88

161, Sec 1, Jiang-guo S Rd.

Tel: (02) 2731-9629

Having just opened on Christmas Eve, Roxy 88
is brand-spanking new and the latest rendition
of the Roxys. Every night is a Rock 'n Roll
night, and every Wed is Ladies' Night, free
cocktails for ladies.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BALTiELFE RS 1515557B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's

inaccuracy. Usually one just stands one's ground, only admitting "mea

culpa" if it's somewhat serious.

Most importantly, a bar critic must call the shots exactly as he/she
sees them. The absolute rhubarb that appears in local newspaper
reviews where the pub concerned is an advertiser just makes me
puke. However, that is why a small, inconsequential pub reviewer like
Winopete has managed to gather a following over the last few years,
as | am not beholden to any adveriser at all.

Another extremely important skill of a pub reviewer is observation. A
bar critic must be a watcher. A critic watches the bored customers
engaging in empty banter with each other; a critic watches the bar
staff looking anywhere but at the customers; a critic watches the bar
manager preening himself/herself in front of any reflective surface
available, while also watching the other customers enjoying this
spectacle too. Writing about new bars is the most refreshing
experience a bar critic can have, while writing about the quality of

bar food is constantly disappointing.

Lastly, any journalist knows that if one ruffles some feathers, one
has hit a sore spot that is definitely worth reporting, so hang on il
the last drop of blood has been spilt (preferably not yours). OK,

enough for now.

HAPPY DRINKING!!

L7700 your pUb 1news 70 winauee@ionrian. cornm




a bit dancier than at its sister club (Roxy 99),
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150
after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

(AACTH{E U F IS —EE24955B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though oth-
er styles appear. Sunday to Tuesday, NT$200.
Fridays and Saturdays, NT $350. Wednesdays:
women free for Ladies' night, men NT $300
w/ drink. Thursdays: Rap, R&B and reggae
from DJ BUG and DOMINATION, free entrance
and free drinks all night for ladies, NT $400
all-you-can-drink for men. Fridays: Urban Space
w/hip hop & rock n roll all night, NT $500
w/ drink. Saturdays: Spotlight, live DJs and
MCs, NT$500 w/ drink.

Classical
% % NSO-Secrets in the

Woods-Encountering Jimmy
(AR RL 2 - 5L K

Fri-Sat, Apr 1-2 at 7:30pm, Sat, Apr 2 at 2:30pm
National Concert Hall ([ 5% & 4 fgg8), 21-1,
Zhongshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbirblFEEE21.2
15%) - on the north side of the plaza

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1500

After the success of the stage production
"Subway" in 2004, theatre genius Li
Huan-xiong (ZZ M fft) joins forces with NSO
and famous illustrator Jimmy (#%2k) to bring
painting, drama, and music together in a tru-
ly unique symphonic production that comes
with puppets and even an actor. Jimmy's art
reflects the detached and lonely hearts of
human beings who constantly have unfulfilled
dreams in modern times, and comes together
in this concert with the romantic and some-
times surreal works of Dukas, Ravel, and De-
bussy. For those who loved Walt Disney's
Fantasia, this concert is a must-see.

% The Orchestra Concert of
Pan Huang-long

(PR EL B AR LR (G R R )

Fri, Apr 8 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (EHZ 3 44EE)

Tel: (02) 3393-9888

Tickets: NT$300-1200

Having received both Taiwanese and Western
educations, shepherd-boy-turned-professor Pan
Huang-long (% E#E) has spent his life encour-
aging musical exchange. Known mostly for his
flute compositions, this concert is an overview
of his past work. A pre-concert lecture will
be held in the lobby of the Concert Hall.

% Margarita Escarpa Guitar

Recital

Sun, Apr 10 at 7:30 pm

National Recital Hall (5 EZs/EE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbiid L
#21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300-600

Margarita Escarpa is a Spanish virtuoso gui-
tarist possessing finesse, and intelligence. The
program in Taipei includes Mario Castelnuo-
vo-Tedesco's  Capriccio  Diabolico, Jean
Philippe Rameau's Premier Livre de Pieces de
Clavecin, Dionisio Aguado's Le Fandango varie
Op.16, Sebastian Albero's Dos Sonatas, and
Leo Brouver's Paisaje Cubano con Campanas.

oy

g P
Y East & West-Mix & Match
Fri-Sat, Apr 1-2 at 7:30 and Sat-Sun, April
2-3 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre ( # 5 &l %5 ), #21-1
Zhongshan S. Rd (1[1FdE%21-15%)

Tel: (02) 3398-9888

Tickets: NT$400

Reknowned Taiwanese choreographer Lin Xi-
ang-xiu (#k[A)55) joins Robert Regala of New
York's Jose Limon Dance Company in a per-
formance of the Limon duet THE EXILE. Lin
and Regala will also each present the latest
of their own choreographic works.
YkDream of the Red Chamber
(RLAEEE)

Fri-Sat, Apr 1-2 at 7:45, Sun, Mar 27, Apr 3
at 2:45

National Theatre (%2 §%EIF¢), #21-1 Zhong-
shan S. Rd ([1[Egi%21-15%)

Tel: (02) 2712-2012

Web: www.cloudgate.org.tw

Tickets: NT$400-2000

The famous Cloud Gate Dance Theatre (ZE["
#E4E) is putting on a production based on
the classic Chinese serial drama, depicting
the changes of the four seasons and the
"splendor and tragedy of life.” The production
is somewhat special, as March 31st marks the
company's 1500th performance.

% %Just For Show

Fri-Sat, Apr 8-9 at 7:30pm and Sun, Apr 10
at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([&ZZ/EkEI¢E)

Tel: (02) 3383-9888

Tickets: NT$500-2500

HEY! HEY! BETTY HI!
HOW ARE YOU DOING?

[LLUSTRATION: LEON 05

HAY! RANDY...60D
AWESOME PARTY
LAST NIGHT... MEET

HAY JOHN , NO | CANT
GO FOR A FRAP RIGHT

YOU OVER AT THE
WATER COOLER LATER.

The latest production by international theatre
company DV8 Physical Theatre is a show
about appearances and doing things “just for
show." Virtual projections are combined with
performance art and dance to explore illusion
and reality in our lives. Photographer Jane
Joyce and director Lloyd Newson work to-
gether with performer Matthew Morris in this
radical production.

% Notre-Dame de Paris
(SN

Thurs, Mar 31 to Sun, Apr 10 at 7:30,
Sat-Sun, Apr 2-3 and Sat-Sun, Apr 9-10 at 2:30
Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (FAZ#0/&6E), #505
Renai Rd, Sec. 4 ({~E&PUEE5055%)

Tel: (02) 2709-3788

Tickets: NT$1000-4800

A musical put on by New Aspect based on
the famous novel by French writer Victor Hugo.

..1‘5 1!

A Showcase of new and

classic films from Canada

Mar 25-Apr 3

Spot-Taipei Film House

This film festival opens with Zev Asher's CA-
SUISTRY: THE ART OF KILLING A CAT, which
won the 2004 Toronto Film Festival. It ex-
plores the incidents surrounding the infamous
animal cruelty case in which an art student
skinned and decapitated a cat as a protest
against animal slaughter. Other films shown
include RYAN (an Oscar winner), SHAKE
HANDS WITH THE DEVIL: THE JOURNEY OF
ROMEO DALLAIRE, ALTER EGOS, THE MAGICAL
LIFE OF LONG TACK SAM, THE DECLINE OF
THE AMERICAN EMPIRE, THE BARBARIAN INVA-
SIONS, IN THE SHADOW OF GOLD MOUNTAIN,
HARDWOOD, BLACK ROBE, and I, CLAUDIA.

A
r

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei
(BALEAZTiTE)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (54EHHE24EE:3%5%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays

TRADING PLACE-CONTEMPORARY ART MUSEUM:

A conceptual exhibition that questions the
nature of aesthetics, institution, and technique
in today's contemporary art world by using
various methods of representation, theft,
exchange, and trade. It's still unclear what
exactly this entails, but a stage show of some
kind is definitely included. Apr 2 to May 22.
% National Museum of History
(BT FE S ()8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&5dGiiFTFE49%%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

LIU YE-ZHAO EXHIBITION: A collection of the
works of famous Chinese painter Liu Ye-zhao
(%Z2£07). Through April 3.

LEGEND OF THE DESOLATE DESERT; GOODBYE
GLITTERING JADE (Griisifidy, HEEEFTER):
Exhibition of art from Tunhwang (Gansu
Province). Through May 26.

% National Palace Museum
(BT b )

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&iLfiZEs
% —BE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by
Chinese emperors and includes ceramics, porce
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004, some
galleries in the museums east wing will be
closed as part of an ongoing renovation
project.

% National Taiwan Science
and Education Center

(BT EERIEEZHE)

#189 Shishang Rd. (+:p%l%1895%)

Tel: (02) 6610-1234

Web: www.ntsec.gov.tw

Open: Mon-Sun 9am-6pm

ADVENTURE INTO DINO VALLEY: This is an
exhibition of Japanese animobile dinosaurs,
created as an easy and fun way to garner inter
est in dinosaurs while demonstrating the man
ner in which dinosaurs move. Through May 31.
* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
EALT LA EE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&L
LR, = EBE18157)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays
ECSTACY - VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE: artists Wang
Jun-jieh, Wang De-yu, Wu Ma-li, Chen
Jeng-cai, and Chen Kai-huang. Through May 1.

DEPICTIONS OF LINE AND FORM: A collection
of works centered around the theme of line
and form, in four sub-categories: Tumultuous
Worlds, Traces in Time and Space, Primal
Nature and Urban Energy. Through May 1.
THE GARDEN OF LIGHT: Laser beams and
colorful lights have been set up in the center
of the museum to create a unique atmosphere
for visitors to experience the works that
German artist Dieter Jung has accumulated
over his 30-year career. Through May 8.
CONTEMPORARY ART IN PRINT: Includes prints
by several very influential Young British
Artists (YBAs) known for other media, among
them Damien Hirst and Marc Quinn.Through
May 22.

Galleries

%IT Park Art Gallery

(@A)
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (&dbiiftimE405%
2-31#)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

Open: 1pm to 10pm, Tue - Sat

| GO TRAVELLING V / A POSTCARD
EXHIBITION WITH SCENERY (FkZfk1TV/—aR il
=HA(E ). Artist Tang Huang-chen (522)
looks at the phenomenon of traveling in a
world where everyone considers him/herself a
traveler. The "unforgettable postcard" and
other elements are here recorded. Through
April 23.

% TIVAC - Taiwan
International Visual Arts

Center

AR 2T 0)

#29, 1st Fl, Lane 45, Liaoning St. (#i{kj45
#2955 14%)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Web: http://tivac.net

Open: Tue-Fri 11:00am-7:00pm, Sat and Sun
11:00am-5:00pm

RECURRANCE OF NON-TRUTH (& Az fG)
: Photography exhibition of WANG YI-REN (F
T4 A) and LIN XIN-HONG's (#£{57%) work. Of
special note is Wang's work, which is largely
a reflection of her experiences and changed
perspective during and after her time abroad
in Italy. Through Apr 13.

% Wistaria House

()

#1, Lane 16, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec. 3 (¥rrd
% = F216:15%)

Tel: (02) 2363-7375

Web: www.wistaria.dyndns.org

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm

DELICATE ACCESS: This is a joint
poetry-photography exhibition featuring the
poems and photography of American poet
and photographer Madeleine Marie Slavick.
Through Apr 12.
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