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Baba Alex ond Pan Africona Cultural Troupe will be part of the Bob Marley tribute this Sunday at The Wall.
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Year of the reggae

OB MARLEY fans restrain yourselves,
B because the sun is shining on this

desolate reggae wasteland. It seems
Bob's 60th birthday will not go forgotten this
year-at least, not this Sunday, Feb. 6 at The
Wall. Red-I, a Taiwan-born music producer
with 17 years experience of producing music
in the Caribbean and Central America, will
bring his own band, a West African dance
and drum troupe, various musicians, DJs, and
MCs from Japan, Canada, the US, and
Taiwan in a tribute to "the first third-world
superstar."

"I see Bob Matley's picture everywhere
here," said Red-I in a phone interview, "but
to Taiwanese kids, it seems like he's just
about smokin' weed...and I'm into that too,
but..man, I think this place could really use
some of Matley's consciousness."

Red-I, 39, grew up on a banana farm in
Pingdong County, but his fathet's missionaty
work took him to Canada at a young age,
where he lived for 13 years. In his twenties
he moved to the Caribbean, working 17 years
in the music industry in Belize, Mexico,
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and even a little time in
Jamaica. A little more than four years ago he
returned to Taiwan to work with the mando-
pop singer A-mei (FREEZR) as a producer.

But his still misses the island rhythms,
and though for a while he thought it
hopeless to start anything here,l the recent
growth spurt in the underground music scene
has given him a spark. "Only this year have
I really been able to go out here and see
music I know I'm going to enjoy," he said.
"With my connections, 1 could bring people
over here, but it wouldn't last. I wanna plant
local seeds."

Performers at Sunday's Bob Matley tribute
will present an interesting mix. Baba Alex and
Pan Africana Cultural Troupe is a West
Affrican group that usually performs traditional
Ashanti drumming and dance at cultural
festivals, but here will be joined by a
Japanese bass player to blast out pop a type
of pop dance music currently hot in Ghana
and Nigeria. It's called "High Life," and
Red-I describes it "as sort of a combination
of African thythms with soca and calypso."
Other bands include the reggae-ish Canadian
jam band, the Anglers, local group Smoove

9-5, and local MCs Shadow and Rumor.

As for Red-I's own music, his influences
vary from R&B and hip hop to drum 'n'
bass and, of course, reggac. He describes his
style simply as "roots," maintaining that he
always keeps it raw and tries to retain that
"live player sound." One of the things to
look forward to is a simple vocals and
acoustic guitar piece he'll perform with True
Daley, a Canadian singer-songwriter of
Jamaican origin. Red-I will also perform with
the Bukakae Posse, a mix-and-match band
made up of studio artists from Japan, the
US, and Taiwan.

Performances will start at 8pm this
Sunday, and the party should go late night
with DJs spinning reggae until the crowd has
had their fill. There will also be dark beer.
Tickets are NT$300, or NT$250 in advance.
The Wall GE#%) is at B1, No 200, Sec 4,
Roosevelt Rd (5 AL iR EEUEL 200 5%
BY). -Davad Frazier and Karen McMurdo

2005 Lantern Festival

The Taipei Lantern Festival will move this
year from the Chiang Kai Shek Memorial
Hall — where it's been held every year since
its inception in 1990 — to the area around
Taipei City Hall. The move was a conscious
decision to "break old tradition," according to
one Mr. Liao at the city's event planning
section. "City Hall is a very international
building, and holding the festival there gives
it a more international feeling," he explained.

Lantern Festival is held close to the 15th
day — the first full moon — of the new
lunar year, and is truly a grand affair.
Thousands of handmade paper lanterns,
gigantic floats, and high-tech light and music
extravaganzas are the kinds of things we've
come to expect from the event, and this
year's Lantern Festival promises to be no
exception. Among the new attractions will be
a special light sculpture, "the likes of which
Taipei has rarely seen before," according to
the government's website.

The festival kicks off on Feb. 11 with the
lighting of lanterns stationed along Renai Rd.,
creating a "bright tunnel of light." The
official lighting ceremony takes place on Feb.
19, with the lighting of the main lanterns on
display at the City Hall building. Other
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lanterns can be viewed at Sun Yat-Sen
Memorial Hall, and on Songzhi Rd between
Taipei 101 and New York New York. All of
the lanterns will remain lit until the festival's
conclusion on Feb. 27. -AW

Valentine's "speed dating"
The web site OrganizedFlirting.com will hold
a "speed dating" dinner on Valentine's Day,
Monday, Feb. 14. It will combine an upscale
ten-course meal with speed dating, which was
described in a recent press release as follows:
"up to ten men and ten women pair off for
five minutes of conversation each; just
enough time to gauge interest. After the
event, mutually interested participants are
notified via email." It will cost N'T$1,200 and
will be held at Chocolate & Love Lounge
Bar, at 148, Sec 4, Xinyi Rd (EILTHEFEEE
VUES 148 5%).-DF

Lunar new year grab bag
POTS will take a two-week siesta for the
Chinese New Year, an annual tradition here.
To keep you informed during the drab, rainy,
nothing-to-do period until we come back, the
Listings have been supplemented in two ways.
First, for all listed venues (music and jazz
pubs, dance clubs, art museums and galleries,
etc.), we have provided a Chinese New Year
schedule, noting which days those venues will
be closed. We have also included as event
information through the end of February, by
which time our Feb. 25 edition will be back
in the obscure coffee shop cubby holes
where it's distributed weekly.

As for the lunar new year holiday, be
warned that almost everything in town will be
closed on the lunar new yeat's eve (Feb. 8)
and first day (Feb. 9). Many restaurants and
pubs will also be closed Feb. 10 (a Thursday)
before going back to business as usual on
the weekend.

Citizen Cain will however stay open
throughout. "Last year we tried it and
business was actually pretty good, so this year
we're doing it again," said the bar's Greg
Walsh. In Taichung, the new dance club
Bobos will kick off the new year with a
four-day blitz from Feb. 9-12 (For details see
Queen B's column on p23). Otherwise, we
hope you like instant noodles.-2/"




Shop names give Taiwan a !@&# name!

> living in Taiwan > Most Offensive

BY WOLF REINHOLD

IF YOU'RE one of those people who thinks
"fuck" is a word for mentally impoverished
heathens, trailer trash, or that creepy
Taiwanese guy with the red teeth who hangs
out in front of your apartment block, then
you better stop reading right now.

Right.

Rumor has it that English is a language
used in Taiwan, but badly and when it comes
to naming shops, on the somewhat bizarre side.

Probably the most blatant attention-secker
is the fashion shop spotted by astute
Forumosan Grasshopper. Ever-so-subtly
named, Mother Fucker caters to all your
goddamn clothing needs, dickweed!

Sure, it's a head-turner, but as Spack
commented, it could lead to rather
unfortunate misunderstandings:

A: Hey, I like your new dress — where'd
you get it?

B: At that new store downtown, Mother
Fucker.

A: Bite me!

B: What d'you say, asshole?

Keeping with the fornacatory theme,
well-known whackster lane 119 turned our
attention to the Fuck Tea Shop in Taichung,
and then proceeded to graciously give us the
etymology of the word and its alleged first
usage — from a line in a poem composed in
a mixture of Latin and English sometime

or Amusing Store name in Taiwan

before 1500 — "Non sunt in coeli, quia
gxddbov xxkxzt pg ifmk." The last bit is
code, so lane119 says, and the sentence
eventually distills out to, "They are not in
heaven because they fuck wives of Ely [a

Fo

town near Cambridge]." But you knew that.

Rounding out close encounters of the
middle-finger kind comes from slurpcheese
and the Fuck Disco Pub in Taichung, which
as Tigerman points out may in fact be quite
aptly titled.

Of course before you go to one of these
places you'll want to look your best. No
problemo, just stop into the Hair Box salon.
Don't know if they straighten afros, but you
could ask....

Turning to a shop in the suburb of
Banchiao, a suburb often referred to as the
"Parisian gutter of Taipei," Toe Save helps us
to find just the right wedding dress shop.
Hard to know, though, if white is the color
of choice at Scatland.

Shit! All this shopping is making me tired.
Better take a load off and what better place
than at the Stool Pasta Restaurant near the
Wanlong MRT Station? BlueintheFace assures
us that the food really isn't crappy. Hey, and
the place even has stools to sit on. What a gas!

om
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And speaking of a place to put your
keistet....

Falcon points out a shop on Chungshan
North Road from the Vietnam War era
where "the sign maker had miscalculated the
width of the shop front, and so he had to
chop the last two letters off of the English
language sign..what the heck, he figured...the
English-speaking crowd will probably
understand it anyway...so there it was on the
front of the shop in giant neon brilliance:
HIGH CILASS TAIL."

Not to be outdone, a shop in Shihlin has
the unfortunate name, A-Hole Software, so
ImaniOU informs us. I don't know if ImaniOU
is just lucky or if she goes out looking for
this stuff, but she has also uncovered the
whereabouts of ASS Service Centers...exactly
what they service is best left to the imagination.

And rounding out the body parts naming
section we have a clothing store that used to
be near the Taichung Train Station, so zzcat
tells us, "aristocratically”" called Cuntessa.

I assume that this sounds like something
completely different in Chinese...perhaps less
anatomical?

Anyway, it seems to me that all these
jokers who named these shops ought to be
rounded up and taken to the Phig Good fast
food place in Taidong and have their mouths
washed out with "corn soap."

Click Here s a br-weekly column based on
posts at www.forumosa.com, a forum [or
Zarwans online community:.
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Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St (ZZ[E#40#:235%), Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (i A #§455%:B1), Grandma Nitti’ s, 8,
Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Ffi K #§93#&8%%), Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng St (SR £4567%%), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang St (32 &17123%%),
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd (Z 1 —E114-1165%), Mono Mono, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, Anho Rd
(LN —Ex 1278297 175%) Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (A #BE&10%%), Carnegie’ s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Rd (& Ff1#& —Ex

100%%), The Shannon, 6 Tunhua N Rd (24t 1t #6%%), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd (78 B4t & 1665F)
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Woes of a female yeti

A call to arms for the big-footed women of Taipei

BY J. C. GRAHAM

ROM MY head to my ankles, I'm a

woman of average proportions. I'm of

normal height, big enough in some
areas and smaller in others. Drop your gaze
below my ankles and it is here that my curse
exists. There you will find feet that stretch
two inches further than the normal Western
woman and about four inches beyond that of
most Taiwanese females. While I've always
been aware of their massiveness, only in
Taiwan do I truly feel as if I'm the yeti's
younger, less hairy sister.

In the States, my feet (a petite 11 or 12)
arc on the large size but I can still find
shoes at stores catering to drag queens. Here
in Taiwan finding shoes is a story that
deserves attention. This is my lot in life. This
is my curse. This is my burden. This is my
past, present, and my future. To know me is
to know my feet and the struggles for
proper, fashionable shoes.

My mother used to always give me this
facetious line about being lucky that I have
feet. I do feel blessed to have them. I've
always appreciated being able to walk. Getting
from point A to B by foot is something I
cherish and don't take for granted. I just
wish I didn't have such an abundance of
riches in this area. It's like having a SUV
when you'd rather own a cute little Honda.
Parking spaces are shoes and like an SUV in
the city, finding places that fit isn't always
easy.

As vain as it may seem, I've even
contemplated having the bones in my feet
shortened. The procedure sounds horrific-bone

being cut and sawed and toes trimmed but
the prospects of slipping on a size seven
might just be worth it. As a young girl, 1
even attempted to bind my feet, mimicking
the tortured Chinese souls I saw on a public
television station program. That was a wasted
week and the blisters made my feet look
even larger! By the time I reached my teens,
my shoe size had gone into the double digits.
This was back in the ecighties when the whole
preppie penny loafer craze gripped the
Midwest. My father and I spent three
weekends calling and visiting shoe stores in
secarch of a pair of coveted loafers that would
fit. Eventually, we found a pair. My father
reassured me that they weren't men's shoes
and nothing like the ones my grandfather
wore every Sunday. Totally convinced, 1 stuck
two pennies in them, pegged my jeans and
threw my green lzod sweater over my
shoulders. It wasn't until years later while in
the ecatly stages of dementia-induced honesty,
my father confessed that he had asked the
salesman to bring out a pair of men's loafers
and pass them off to me.

In everyday life my large feet go
unnoticed, but as soon as I step one of my
planks over the threshold of a shoe store, my
difficulty becomes apparent. I scan the
shelves, my eyes drinking in the colors and
textures of the shoes. Those pointy, elfin
shoes that are meant to kill scurrying roaches
are my personal favorites. I cram my feet
desperately into a pair, feeling the tingling
sensation that lets me know that proper
circulation is not being achieved. A stronger
feminist would forgo such self-inflicted cruelty,
but for the sake of fashion, blue toes and

[First Personl

nerve damage mean nothing to me.

Shoes ate my forbidden fruit. I reach out
to try them on, ignoring the look of pity and
disgust on the salesgitl's face. She doesn't
understand. She has no idea what it is to see
these delights before me and to be denied. 1
guess we all have something we want and
can't have. Though I dream of dainty feet
that gently slide into sandals delicately beaded
with crystals, I know that like Cinderella's
well-endowed stepsister, all the shoving and
grunting will be pointless.

The first time 1 went in search of a pair
of shoes in Taipei was over four years ago.
The ones I had lugged across the ocean had
finally called it quits and the holes in the
soles made for miserable waterlogged feet. In
my quest for new shoes, I decided to visit
the night market. For a week, 1 imagined all
of the wonderfully cheap shoes 1 could buy,
picturing myself strolling around in the latest
fashions. My friend, a narrow size six, came
along for the hunt. Giddy with excitement
and fueled by a stomach full of hepatitis-
laden-food-stall treats, we entered the first
store. The walls were lined with sexy kitten
heels and sandals in florescent hues that
could be either funky or whorish. But it was
the little flip-flops with fuchsia flowers that
caught my eye. I had to have them.
Approaching the woman in the store, I asked
through a series of hand gestures Chinese for
the shoes in my size. She smiled, ran over to
the other girl in the shop and between
mouth-covered giggles, whispered in her ear.
Another salesperson came out from the back
carrying a stack of white boxes. Not wanting
to miss anything, she went to the other girls
to get the lowdown. I picked up snatches of
their conversation: "foreigner," "big" and
"feet" were the only words I needed to heat.
The humiliations of my childhood came back
but this time in a foreign country and in
another language. I was laughed out of the
store, while my "loyal" small-footed friend
purchased a pair of the sandals I'd eyed up
and down like a heroin addict. The quest
continued, but four stores and 50 bouts of
laughter later, I gave up.

I'm not a woman without hope. In my
heart I still search the streets of Taipei for a
hidden gem of a shoe store. I've posted ads
on various sites looking for this store, hoping
that if 1 wished hard enough, my fairy
godmother would answer my prayers. She'd
bestow upon the city a shop where the
salesgirls greet me and my feet with a smile,
the shoes were manufactured within the last
20 years, and where I'm accepted and valued.
Untl this dream store opens, I will continue
ordering from special catalogs or begging
those going abroad to bring back a pair or
two.

It's not like some Taiwanese women don't
have large feet. I've seen them. Rough heels
hanging over the back of too-tight mules
hidden beneath a pair of long jeans is more
common than one might think. To the
untrained eye, they go unnoticed, but I miss
none of the below-the-ankle action. Most of
the women with large feet in Taiwan are just
in total denial. Come out of the closet my
big-footed Taiwanese sisters. Demand that
shoes go past the "acceptable" size. Shed the
bindings and wear those large feet with pride.
If not for yourself please do it for me. My
feet are killing me.

Jirst Person is a page for mdividuals’ Tanvan
experieaces, Submit yours to: extra@lilpao.com.
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Lo Tayu (left), the 48-year-old godfather of Taiwanese rock, and Wu Bai, here playing at November's UBU Indie Music Carnival.

Return of the kings

Has-beens or founding fathers? Rock icons Lo Tayu and Wu Bai are back

PHOTOS: CLICK MUSIC, DAVID FRAZIER

THE TWO men who lad the toundation for rock n’ roll in Tanvan have decided its time to make some noise agam. Lo Tayu GEA /) las
released fis Lirst album in ten pears, and Wu Bai (J77//7) has released his first album of Tarvanese songs m seven. Both are gaunt testy; and
black-leather-weating guitarists known for both frics and rffs. Lo started out in the martial-law 79505 and laid down the beginnimgs of the
sstand’s rock tadizon. Then Wu Bar cared the rock music mdustry through the 1990s. Along the way, theyve chromicled this islands b
transtormations and shared féeelings, everythung from rural Heht to modern love to ugly polizcs. They've also showed theyre ready to see the
sstands rock scene on into s next phase when, @ oa rare move for any Janvanese of pop-star status, they plaped last November with dozens of
upcomung bands on a relatvely low-key stage ar the UBU lndie Musie Caraival (UBUBERY 7 2 2 @%ﬁﬁ‘/ 70 cover thewr latest releases

POTS Fixta decrded 1t was best to uansiate receat reviews fiom the Chinese pages of POTS. Afier al these are local fLeroes, and these reviews

are about therr relevance today.

Lo Tayu loses hope

Beautlsland (ZEEEES)

Artist: Lo Tayu (% K16)
Label: Dian Xuan Music (Hi3EET5%%)

BY AUTRIJUS

THROUGH A childhood "so illusory and so
lonely," the "post-1980s" me has perhaps
inappropriately — for someone so young —
grown up listening to Lo Tayu. For many
years now, among Chinese songs I've only
listened to his. He tells it straight, doesn't
embellish his lyrics, has a unique way of
intoning to match the melody, and when his
criticisms cut deep, he doesn't wince in the
delivery. But even more important, and even
in the midst of his most biting sarcasm, he's
never failed to stress a kind of affirmation, a
positive approach. It's as if Lo was saying:
Even though this world is spinning out of
control, as long as we face ecach other
honestly, tomorrow can always be better.

In the winter of 2002, 48-year-old Lo put

out a biography titled Chidhood (FELE).
Then in 2004, ten years since his previous
musical release, he moved on to the next
classroom of life, adulthood, with the album
Beautlsland (G )S). Hiding inside it are the
waywardly gloomy sentiments of middle age,
with each song presenting a different set of
emotions, a disorder that makes the CD hard
to listen to in its entirety.

But to start with the album's strengths,
these are rock songs by a seasoned and
skilled master. In some of them epigrams are
copious, with a density compares to that of
his eatlier song, "Everything I can't
understand"  (FRFTNEERRAERYSS). His
delivery is also unchanged, though the snap is
now a little more apparent — and that's an
unexpected surprise.

As a total package, the album focuses on
"virtual" and "deconstructed" images. This is
not only the situation with the lyrics; Lo has
fundamentally discarded the "I can always
find a way out" attitude. In doing so he
gives way to fact that "the times are
changing, and the virtual is getting harder to
keep up with." This is especially evident in
the title track "Beautlsland" (SEfEE), where
the mantra is: "I escape into the zeros and
ones/ My true feelings become virtual
meanings" (JRIFAZHFHM / HOHEELR).
His criticism of the new virtual life is so
consistently deep that the album has
dispensed with the constructive that's always
been there. This is especially obvious in the
songs on the bonus CD, where he often
reverts to pure venting. It's as if he's saying:
Since I don't know what's right, I might as
well curse the politicians in power, and in
doing so bring a little happiness into this
wayward gloom.

At least two of the songs are overtly
political. "Hand In Hand" (F2£7F) turns

sarcasm at on the DPP's hands-across Taiwan
rally held last year in the run up to the
presidential election. "Green Terrorists" (Fkth
RLMif ) is an even more direct attack, and
whether or not you agree with the song's
politics, I haven't seen anyone fail to laugh
when they've heard this line directed at Chen
Shui-bian ([§i7KJF): "Excuse us for letting
you block that bullet, we're actually just a
bunch of morons."*

But it's the title song "Beautlsland" that is
the most sincere and encompassing. Sitting at
the core of the album, it could be the
conclusion of his eatlier song "Into the
Wine" (EiHEJPY), in which he sang: "My
hands embrace the earth of this nation
without a word/ In my youth I was
confused/ Now I turn to look at my
homeland and only the moon is the same."
It captured the difficulty of bridging the gap
between Republic of China culture and the
real situation of Taiwan, a theme that Lo has
returned to time and time again throughout
his career. But now in "Beautlsland" he is
hopeless. While before he could sing, "I
chase the homeland in my dreams, slowly
drifting back to reunite," now his only option
is to "escape into the zeros and ones." The
gap he once dreamed of bridging now cannot
be bridged, and that pains him deeply.

Other songs probe social transformations
and milestones, like SARS, the paradox of
enjoyment and emptiness of Internet porn,
the Taiwan of the Pai Hsiao-yen kidnap-case
era, and the lovescape of urban teens. Some
tracks are also deeply personal: "Dancing Gitl"
(FELD) is written for his relative Luo Man-fei
(#£=3JF), a dancer with lung cancer; and
"Companion" (ff4{), the CD's opening tune,
has only Lo's voice against piano
accompaniment singing plaintively about a love
that has stuck with him in spite of his faults*




Mainly though, Bezut/stand shows Lo
forcibly maintaining his acumen and critical
focus. There are no perfunctory songs.
However, it does seem as if he feels like he's
forced up against an impasse presented by
the environmental structures around him.
Against these, his acumen butts up against
social conditions, against which it isn't very
effective at stirring up concern or provoking
thought. From a creative standpoint, Lo thus
sees his own "true feelings become virtual
meanings." Speaking about the current music
industry in a recent interview, a concerned
Lo noted, "The biggest danger for music is
that it be taken for information. Technology
is speeding up, and too much music is
coming out too fast to the extent that it's
becoming divorced from its heart and soul."
But with this effort, what is it that Lo wants
his listeners to do? That's something he
hasn't been able to put cleatly. -zzastated by
Lavid [Frazier
*Sections abrideed from the oreinal artcle m
POTS #3544

Wu Bai: Taiwanese again

Two Face Man (#a A)
Artist: Wu Bai ({H4H)

Label: Avex Trax

BY STEVE HUANG

WU BAI has said in a number of interviews
that he doesn't like to rehash his old work.
So faced with external pressure to do so, he
sort of went off into a fit to produce
something new. And his new CD, Ziro face
Man (BE1HN), really is something new —

Cultural Production [Musicl

Wu Bai's version of techno rock.

As early as 2001, when Wu Bai helped
Karen Mok (B£3CJf) produce the Cantonese
album Golden Flower (—4%534E), he was
already starting to experiment with electronic
music. Towards the end of that year, his
album Dream River (B2JAJR) came out,
with electronic elements in many of the
songs. However, the market's reaction wasn't
good. The CD was applauded but not at the
sales counter. So Wu Bai took a step back.
In his early 2003 release Zézr Brudoe (JRIE),
Wu Bai conservatively went back the well, to
the comforting crooning-love-song era of ZZe
Fnd of Love (BIEHIFEIE) album. With it
he put the previous disappointment behind
him, but the album did include one song,
"Street Corner Rose" (EAIYZEH), with a
heavy New Order flavor that almost
foreshadowed our present era of
dance-music-ization.

Now if Wu Bai is making the turn to
electronic music, there must be some
historical need. Never mind that New Order
in the early 1980s, the Happy Mondays and
Primal Scream in the 1990s, and the recent
Kid A Radiohead have all proven that
traditional three- or four-piece rock bands
won't last. For rock bands there is only one
way forward.

So not surprisingly, a new album "both rock
and dance, both now and the future" (according
to the sticker on the package) was born.

The first song, "Li Hai" (J&Z), takes a
hard musical stand, telling the world in no
uncertain terms that, after seven years of
laying low, the Taiwanese-speaking Wu Bai is
back. The title song "Two Face Man" is even
more belligerent. Unapologetic, it's a man's
revenge against scheming sluts with breakbeats
and big beats. It's vicious, strafing with
machine guns, and blood does flow.

I almost got the idea that Wu Bai was
going to charge through the whole album at
break-neck speed and completely out of
control. But the third song "Sea Island" (V&
FIJES) is brisk, refined, and human — here
the excitement eases up a bit. It is sung
together with Mavis Fan (JUWEE), who
doesn't speak Taiwanese (what kind of
conspiracy is going on here?), and combines
the varied vocals of Wu Bai and his group
members with the sound of Fan's delicate
whistling. The melody is graceful and
enchanting, as if bringing the fairy island of
Peng Lai (ZFE) before our eyes, and around
it the chaos of wars, disasters, political mud
slinging, and ethnic conflicts fly away like
dust in the wind. One can't help but think
back ten years to the hit off Bobby Chen's
BRF) Best Live and New Remix Album (H7

B S HEYER), "Audience Song" (EZREK). I'd
even say it has the same kind of beauty and
appeal.

The fourth song, "Taiwan Made" (5%
jti), is an even more direct appeal for ethnic
harmony. In the traditional markets, it'll
probably become this yeat's biggest 4zo
holiday anthem.

Moving along, "Seaplane" (VICHRZEFE)
uses a thick electronic bass line to pile up
"Wu Bai's flights of fancy." "What About
Before" ({FSHARANA) is a weepy tale,
incorporating a Taiwanese opera ditty played
on Augrz — a traditional two-stringed
instrtument — that choked me up with its
little boy's tears. In "Typhoon Heart" (JEUHE:/[
T#), Wu Bai returns to his specialty of
old-school crooning with a lively melody that
made me move my feet as he sappily tells
some fickle chick to go screw herself.

"SMAT" (FNEEALES L) is one of the
songs that will be the talk of the album. Ten
years ago in his Taiwanese "Big Building" (&
7)), Wu Bai's song-protagonist Liu Lao-lao
— a country boy who encounters
bright-lights-big-city Taipei — definitely didn't
think that a New Year's Eve party in front
of Taipei City Hall would ever have people
singing "I love Taipeil" as a patrt of it. Now
here is Wu Bai singing about the "new
Taiwanese" (Hr51 A). Mayor Ma should be
pretty pleased. Basically, this is a new version
of "New Homeland of Taipei" (5 LHTHE),
the song Chen Shui-bian played when elected
mayor of Taipei, only this time it might be a
different group of people that gets angry.
We'll see if they curse Wu Bai for being a
turncoat.

The final two tracks bring the album to a
relaxing end. "Happy Waiting" ([REEHIEELRF)
spreads old-school, romantic Euro-disco beats,
building a cool and metropolitan feeling of
being in fashion. "Sayonara" (FHIGHHIT)
replays the jazzy sentiments of hostess bars
from the song "Wandering at Night City" (fF
A& #115), just adding the sound of
scratchy old records to bring it closer to the
Japanese era.

So in the end, what is this album? A
reaction to "so-called nativization" or
"Taiwanese chauvenism"? A critique of social
unrest and ugly human nature? A statement
of this island's hopes and fears?

As Wu Bai told me back in 1992: "Don't
think too much."

It's been seven years since he's sung in
Taiwanese, and since the last time I've grown
older and wiser. I know now that expecting
too much from Wu Bai or reading too much
into him will just wear him out. -zzaslated
by DFF
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February 4 Friday
Dude, Where's my RockStar?
T - e R 7

F.'LJJII Premier by FeiRenBang
FEE, K7, BEEEE
TG, TR

300nt/250adv
mmun DaJiShiang, BBDan
TsuiJrBwa,HsiauTsongJiShr

February 5 Saturday

21 00 300nt/250adv

Tizzy Bac

Discount for 1lst 50 with TizzyBac CD
Get in Free wearing TizzyBac T-Shirt

February 6 Sunday

: 20:00 300nt/250adv
Tribute to Bob Marleyj

Smoothe 9 to 5
Red-I & Bukakae Posse
the Anglers
Papa Alex&African Spirits
(African Drums)
Suprise Guest Artists
Reggae DJs till late

springscream.com

Poster Contest

* Use this bassplayer image
and 'Spring Seream'’
anywhere in the poster

* Deadline : March 15

* Prizes - 100,000 nt

Band Application

Yeah, so the application form is like
totally online and stuff like that.

SPRINGSCREAM.COM

ill out band bio and Information
Upload 2 photos and band logo
Send 3 demo songs in mp3
\ Send by email OR on CD
Deadline March 1st

Spring SCREEN
Short Film Festival

Short films, MV music video, comedy,
Indi, animation, documentary, drama,
and tons of other things and so on.

All films should be new films.

DVD or VCD formats

Deadline : March 15

Stall Application
Application stuffis like totally
online at springscream.com
Deadline : March 1

MY STALL
come by e e

springscream.com

Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

* Taipei Lantern Festival

(LR ETE D))
Feb 11 to Feb 27
Taipei City Hall (&ALHTEUT)

110 Shifu Rd. (110FFFEE—5%)

Web: www.taipei.gov.tw

This year's Taipei Lantern Festival kicks off
on Feb. 11 with the lighting of lanterns on
Renai Rd. ({= % %), creating a "tunnel of
light." The official lighting ceremony for the
festival takes place on Feb. 19 at City Hall.
At this time, lanterns at City Hall, at Sun
Yat-sen Memorial Hall, and on Songzhi Rd be-
tween Taipei 101 and New York New York
will be lit. All lanterns will remain lit until
Feb. 27.

Concerts and Events

Y Moment Forever Concert—
Meet oldies on Wednesday
Feb 2 and 16 at 7:30 pm

Taipei Family Theater (&4t 7-E1455)

2F., No.1, Shifu Rd., Xinyi District, Taipei
Clty 110 (J—\Jtl J110{..&Emfﬁ°ﬁ%4?ﬁfﬁ§)
Tickets: NT$500-1700

The Red Music Company will perform many
old songs to warm the heart, and invoke
memories of times past. Ba Ge and Wang
Meng-Lin will host, with performers including
Cheng Feng-feng, Xie Lei, Li Yi-jun, and oth-
ers. This is part of a concert series, and pro-
grams and singers will be changed and ad-
justed every two months.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note
(E53)
4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(FEHTTERS = B 715744%)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 8-11
Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week,
from 9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Mondays and Wednesdays: open jams, no cov-
er. Tuesdays: Jazz Improvisation, hosted by
UNO, a member of Jive Stakes Band who
plays piano, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Thurs
days: NEW DECISION QUARTET, NT$250 minimum
+ 10%. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS, NT$300 mini-
mum + 10%. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$300 minimum +
10%. Sundays: TRIO JAZZ, including two play-
ers from Japan, NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% Brown Sugar

()
101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&dLiikA(—E&10155)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7-8, NO
BAND FEB 9-10

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz, nightly from 9:30pm. Mondays and Tues-
days: IMPRESSION, jazz with female vocalist,
NT$380 minimum + 10%. Thursdays: IMPRES-
SION BIG BAND, playing swing jazz, NT$380
minimum + 10%. Fridays and Saturdays: IM-

PRESSION, NT$600 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
Latin jazz and salsa dancing, NT $380 mini-
mum + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (& |LifisREE6757)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN DAILY

Bar and restaurant frequently hosting perfor-
mances and art exhibitions. Tuesdays: The
wonderful voice of DANA WILEY, accompanied
by JEZ, 9:30-11:30pm. Wednesdays: Stand-up
comedy hosted by CHRIS GARVIN, 9:30-11:
30pm. Thursdays: LIVE JAM -bring your instru-
ments or just enjoy the jam, 9:30pm-12am
(on hold until Feb 17). Fridays: A rotation of
local and foreign DJs. Saturdays: DJ SHEP
DAWG, dancin and groovin with the"big dawg,
"10pm-1am. Sunday: Poetry open mic, 7:30-9pm
% The Living Room

(NEBEEHE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (&LifiFd
ST RS R 8 3ME)

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Web: http://www.livingroomtaipei.com
CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 6-13
Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: PIRI PIRI HOT & POT,

a hot & spicy single's show to kick away
those Monday blues! Tuesdays: Movies, espe-
cially up-and-coming film directors, 8pm.
Wednesdays: JAM, featuring DAISUKE and the
J.T. TRIO playing jazz, 9:30pm, followed by
a jam session, 11:15pm. All musicians wel-
come, but make sure to book in advance.
Thursdays: SPOTLIGHT, a blend of sketch, po-
etry, prose, and stand-up with regular hosts
ZACH, CJ, and HARTLEY, 10pm, no cover.
Fri, Feb 4: CIRKUS JAZZ, a new band playing
some of Taipei's hottest jazz featuring Rin
(sax), Phil (guitar), John (bass), and Barrie
(drums), 10pm, no cover. Sat, Feb 5: THE
WYLIE BROTHERS, bluegrass and ol' timey mu-
sic, the real stuff of old Appalachia, 10pm.
Feb 6-13: Closed for Chinese New Year. Mon,
Jan 14: ROCKABILLY VALENTINES DAY featur-
ing SUGARLADY, touches of Elvis, Buddy Hol-
ly, and the Big Bopper, with guest CORBETT
WALL on saxophone, 8:30-10:30pm. Fri, Feb
18: SKY BURIAL, a Gen X rock band now
with a new rhythm section, 10pm. Sat, Feb
19: Blues and Rockabilly Night with SUGARLA-
DY and BOOGIE CHILLIN', a modern twist to
classic blues.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GERRIIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (& KA TEHE —
f#), intersection of Shmha1 Rd and Shinsheng
S Rd

Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7-17
National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Fri, Feb 4: TOTEM ([
&) and YUAN YIN SHE (J& i), aboriginal
rock, 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Feb 5: JAZZY BON,
jazz with vocals, 3pm, no cover; ROCCO
BAND, six-piece jazz ensemble with guitar,
trumpet, and female vocals, 8pm, NT$250.
Sun, Feb 6: New Vision Jazz Band (#rili i &S
~-%%@]), bass, guitar, drums, piano, 3pm, no
cover. Fri, Feb 18: Corridor Cafe Rock Series
with 929, Taichung folk rock, and ZIRANJUAN
(1 #k#%), indie, 8pm, NT$300. Sat, Feb 19:
ZHANG ZU-KANG (3EfiHKE), solo piano perfor-
mance, 3pm; LIN PEI-JUNG (#{ifl%5), female
aboriginal singer of the Amis tribe accompa-
nying herself on guitar, 8pm, NT$250. Sun,
Feb 20: NAN YIN YOU MENG (F473514%%), tra-
ditional Chinese music, 3pm, no cover. Fri,
Feb 25: Coridor Cafe Rock Series with YUE
WAN WAN (H####) and BEAR BABES (FEETH),
indie rock, 8pm, no cover. Sat, Feb 26:
JAZZY BON, 3pm; BIUNG (F 7ZJ&), well
known aboriginal singer from Taidong releases
a new album, 8pm, NT$250. Mon, Feb 28:
Japan's J-HOUSE TRIO, modern fusion jazz,
8pm, NT$350.

* Riverside Music Cafe
(THEE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(G E TR TS 3R 24475 257B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 6-12

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, weekdays NT$250,
Fri and Sat NT$300, unless otherwise noted.
Mondays: Monday Fever, open jam, NT$200.
Thu, Feb 3: BIUNG, aboriginal pop and folk
singer. Fri, Feb 4: REAL COLLECTIVE, jazz
quartet. Sat, Feb 5: WON FU (iTj&), poppy
rock by a band with growing popularity. Feb
6-12: Closed for Chinese New Year. Tue, Feb
14: JAZZ VALENTINES. Wed, Feb 15: TIAN
CHIAO ZAl (HH{&ff). Thu, Feb 16: SMILL EGG
and COACH. Fri, Feb 17: DELTA ON THE
MAIN STREET, jazz. Fri, Feb 18: Acoustic
Blues Night. Sat, Feb 19: DA XIXI MEN (k&
E[4) and MOJO, blues rock. Sun, Feb 20: LA
PETITE NURSE (/i -1:), indie rock, and JIA
CHONG (F &% ). Tue, Feb 22: LIANG YAN
TANG (/% BE) and ORANGE GRASS (f%HL).
Wed, Feb 23: CLIPPERS TY YING LA" (#¢T7'k
fii 5 '), experimental nakashi lounge music
with a dancer. Thu, Feb 24: ZHAO ZHI Bl (i
2 B#) and A-GUAI ([%). Fri, Feb 25: J.E.G.
JAZZ BAND (E{HEF-%4H). Sat, Feb 26: SHI-
NO AND WILD DAISY. Sun, Feb 27: TOTEM ([&
&), aboriginal rock band, and BA NAI (/\%%),
female aboriginal singer.

% Shannon

()]

#6 Dunhua N. Rd. (FfbILEz6%55)

Tel: (02) 2772-0948

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN

This Irish Pub-like place is larger than you
would envision a pub, with a big TV screen
in the back room that plays sports, a large
bar area, and comfortable booths. There's a
small area set aside for live bands when they
have them (Thursday through Saturday) start-
ing anywhere from 8pm to 10pm. There's no
cover charge. Wednesdays: Latin band. Thurs-
days: REPLAY. Fridays: RUBBERBAND. Satur-
days: LADDER.

% Underworld

(Gt TikEr)

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dLiiihliARS45%%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 8-9

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.

Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250.P443%7). Thu, Feb 3: OTA
and GOTHIC YOUTH WITH HIS NO FRIEND (ifx
A FRIMER G k). Fri, Feb 4: Hardcore
Strike Tour with HINDSIGHT 20/20, SKUNK
420, and VANISH. Sat, Feb 5: PEPPERCATS
(ifHF), rock girls, and NEVERMIND. Fri, Feb
11: ZHA Yl ZHEN (fL—¢I) and EQ. Sat, Feb
12: LADYBUG, all-female punk and post-punk,
and HOTPINK, grrrl punk, and HE SUI QIANG
PIAN (%58 F). Thu, Feb 17: C MAJOR (CKF)
and FRECKLES (4#£3%% ). Fri, Feb 18: BRACES
(%¥% ) and BB BOMB (BB ##). Sat, Feb 19:
ECHO. Thu, Feb 24: ORANGE GRASS and QIU
ZE (G[¥E). Fri, Feb 25: 1976 and QUIZMASTER
(Tokyo). Sat, Feb 26: VARO and SMOL.

% The Wall

(i)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (&dLrigElT
TS U E2005%B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500
CHINESE NEW YEAR:
BAR CLOSED FEB 8-10
The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT$500,
less in advance, and admission includes a
drink. Thu, Feb 3: "Indie Rock not Anti but
fervent” part 2 with BIAO ER (F5{), BURST,
OVERDOSE, DA JI XIANG (A7), JUMP JUMP
EGG (BkBk7E), SIDEFFECT, and RU YI (415),
7PM, NTS$300. Fri, Feb 4: "Dude, where's my
Rock Star?" with SEMICON (43 f#), DA JI XI-
ANG (KiiE), JUMP JUMP EGG (BkipkzE), SUI
ZHI HUA (L), andffftdldn, largely punk
rock, 9pm, NT$300. Sat, Feb 5: TIZZY BAC,
three-piece band led by keyboard player and
vocalist Chris, indie vibe, NT$9pm, NT$300.
Sun, Feb 6: Tribute to Bob Marley on his
60th birthday with RED | & BUKAKAE POSSE,
PAPA ALEX AND THE AFRICAN SPIRITS (Africa),
reggae DJs and guests, 8pm, NT$300. Sat, Feb
12: CHAIRMEN (#ZHJ%) and LA PETITE NURSE
(/Ni#-1:), 9pm, NTS$300. Sat, Feb 19: HUAN
YING BAND (4]52 %4 ), LIN XIAO-PEIfKIEE K,
and NOKEY, 9pm, NT$300. Sun, Feb 20: NIP-
PLES, post rock, RICO (Japan), and DOODLE,
3pm, NTS$300. Wed, Feb 23: Big Sound For
Public Media with BLACK HAND NAKASHI (7
B - 78 ), multi-ethnic, politically conscious
folk, BAD DAUGHTER (#£75{), and LTK COM-
MUNE (¥#j7Ki12/57it), post punk with a anarchist
edge, 9pm, NT$300. Fri, Feb 25: MILK, Taichung
jam band extraordinaire, 9pm, NT$300. Sat,
Feb 26: QUIZMASTER (Tokyo) and 1976, indie
rock with a Brit-rock sound, 9pm, NT$300.

Y Witch House

(ZCRRJE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (
AT 35645 757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED JAN 31-FEB 4,
FEB 8-10

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Food served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT$250 w/
drink. Jan 31-Feb 4: Closed for Chinese New
Year. Sat, Feb 5: UNFINISHED BAND (of5¢ /%%
[#), expats from Tainan playing an acoustic
mix of jazz, blues, and world music. Sat,
Feb 5: INCOMPLETE BAND (GK5E%44[H ), a-
coustic expat band from Tainan. Feb 8-10:
Closed for Chinese New Year. Fri, Feb 11:
PENG REN-KUI (& {~ %), piano and vocals.
Sat, Feb 12: YE SHU-YIN (ZEfEpg) & 543
BAND, double guitar folk singing. Thu, Feb
17: HU DE-FU (#}]f# &), Beinan tribe folk
singer. Fri, Feb 18: XIE YU-SHU (5 &),
love song king with a deep, gravelly voice.
Sat, Feb 19: PENG YU-WEN AND FRIENDS
JAZZ NIGHT (2 s 22 B JI1 A M 1Y BF £ 2 1)
Thu, Feb 24: WU HAO-EN (%L 5:1), bluesy
feel, and SAMINGAD & AM FAMILY (#5245 8
am & 15 H ), elegant aboriginal female singer
with backup. Fri, Feb 25: DA KA NAO (iE-f
[f), group singing songs in Taiwanese, Hakka,
and Rukai. Sat, Feb 26: ZI RAN JUAN (H#&
#), indie rock.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
FEFEERE E“871€B1)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Music tends to be of
the house and techno variety. Fridays: NT$500
w/ drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300
w/ drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday
of the month is Lady's Nite, women get in
free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300
w/ drink b4 1am. Sat, Feb 5: DJ TIGER BEST
COLLECTION RELEASE PARTY, featuring an ex-
tra long set with DJ TIGER and special give
aways of the "Best Collection” cd (DJs' favorite
songs from the '70s to the 90's), NT$400 in
advance, NT$600 at the door. Tues Feb 8:
i 4 NEW YEARS EVE PARTY, DJS TIGER,
STONE, JOE TEDDY, ERIC HUANG, FLOYED,
GRAVITY, NT$600. %Wed, Feb 9: #J— NEW
YEARS PARTY, Japanese techno superstars
RYUKYUDISKO appearing live w/ DJS A-TAO,
ANTHANY, D7, VIC, CHEWIE, CRIMSON, and

NO SHOWS FEB 8-11,

GALTHr

Geelung Rd, Taipei (&L




STANLEY, NTS400 in advance, NT$700 at the
door. Fri, Feb 11: ¥J= FRIDAY NIGHT FEVER,
DJS TIGER, STONE, JOE TEDDY, ERIC HUANG,
FLOYED, GRAVITY, NT$500.

% Barrio
B1, No. 277, DunHua S. Rd., Sec. 2 (S{kiHi&
TER27755B1)

Tel: (02) 2378-9955

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 8, 9, 10
Barrio is a sexy yet comfortable Latin restau-
rant and dance club. The food is moderately
priced but very creative, fusing Asian flavors
with Latin dishes and vice versa. They have a
wide variety of cocktails and one of the best
Mojitos in town. The dance floor is spacious
and the vibe is friendly. Wednesdays: Salsa
Ladies Night, free salsa lesson 9-10pm. Thurs-
days: Swing party, free swing lesson 9-10pm.
Fridays: Latin party, free latin lesson 9-10pm.
Saturdays:  Salsa party, free salsa lesson
9-10pm. All nights NT$500 w/ 2 drinks.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALTEFERER VU B985 1145

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS
Small, intimate, and classy, there's never a
cover and it's in the middle of the Zhongxiao
nightlife district. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted, no
cover. 2nd Saturday every mouth: Love
Groove, DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA, house, funk,
Latin, old skool and Hip-Hop, free entrance all
night. 3rd Saturday every month: A-ONE Party
@ EDEN, DJ Edmund (AAAportlS, TW) & Jimmy
Chen (AXD, TW) playing Soulful House, Funky
Grooves and Electro Twisted. Sat, Feb 5: TRIX
and DJ SAUCEY, deep house and tech house.

% Lava Bar
B1 Neo 19, 22, Song-shou Rd (&dLitAfEEE22
5B1)

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

Lava Bar is located in the basement of the
Neo 19 Building next to Warner Village (en-
trance is on Songren Rd, shared with Alexan-
der Health Club). The club features a spacious
dance floor, large booths, and an elevated
area for table dancing. Wednesdays: HAPPY
DAYS and LADIES NIGHT, making more than
just the ladies happy with all-you-can-drink
volcano beer from 12am-12:30am, and NT$100
shots from 1am-2am, Hip Hop, R&B, Reggae.
Wed, Feb 9: NEW YEAR's PARTY, volcano beer
from 12am-12:30am, NT$100 "sexy nurse served
cocktails" 1am-2am, hip hop, R&B, reggae.

% LUXY

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT 22 AR PU P 20157 7iA%)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS
Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
Milk party w/ hip hop, r&b, and reggae in the
Galleria, and Sugar party w/ house music in
the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or free b4
10pm, women free all night. Thursdays: Re-
lease Night, NT$500 w/ drink, or half price
with college student ID. Fridays and Saturdays:
NT $700, NT $400 b4 11pm, free b4 10pm.
Tues, Feb 8: FUZZY w/ DJs BIGGZ and JAM in
the Galleria, J6, REASON, VERTIGO, XIAOHEI,
and JOE HO in the Lotus. Thurs, Feb 10:
BREAKBEAT PARTY w/ REASON, J6, and JOE
HO. Fri, Feb 11: MISSTRESS BARBARA (Cana-
da), funky tech house. Sat, Feb 12: HONEY
PARTY, BIGG'Z, JAM, and Spunite and theLOOP
resident DJs. Fri, Feb 18: LTJ Bukem and MC
CONRAD (UK), drum and bass, Koncrete Jun-
gle's Iron DJ competition. Sat, Feb 19: | LOVE
TECHNO, special guest MARCO BAILEY (Ger-
many). Sat, Feb 26: Eminem's personal DJ
GREEN LANTERN (U.S.).

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&bl 44
HE IR 31057 R H H1E)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop. Wednes-
days: Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or NT$200 b4
11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop Night, NT$350
or free b4 11pm. Fridays and Saturdays: Resi-
dents Party, NT$600 or NT$350 b4 11pm. Cab
fare up to NT$200 is deductible on entry. Fri,
Feb 4: RENAISSANCE CD RELEASE PARTY, fea-
turing HERNAN CATTANEO, w/ special giveaway
of 500 limited copies of Hernan's new cd, NT$450
b4 11pm, NTS$700 after 11pm. Wed, Feb 9,
and Thurs, Feb 10: CHINESE NEW YEAR'S HOLI-
DAY PARTY, 2F space will be specially opened
up for this party (usually open only on week
ends), NTS$350 b4 11pm, NTS$600 after 11pm.
*Sat, Feb 26 and Sat, Mar 26: ADAM FREELAND'S
2005 EARLY SPRING SESSION, parts 2 and 3 of
the Adam Freeland party series, ladies wearing
silk scarves can get in free at 11pm and men
wearing neckties receive a special "lady hunt-
ing" gift, NT$350 b4 11pm, NT$600 after 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5dbifi/\fERES4RL13857121)

Tel: (02) 3762-1289

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday through
Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays,
ladies NT$350 w/ drink, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5L /\fEFg4E13857124)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free and free champagne for
Ladies' Night.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (BLTiFE
FE 18257 1F )

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS
Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,
11pm-6am, free for women, NT$250 for men.
Fridays and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500 or
NT $350 b4 midnight w/ resident DJs TIGER,
STONE, SAM, dk, TEDDY-DONG. Sundays: After
parties from 7am-noon, NT$350 or NT$250 af-
ter 7am. Closed other nights. Tues, Feb 8 to
Sun, Feb 13: NEW YEARS CELEBRATION, DJS
TIGER, STONE, SAM, and TEDDY DONG.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(AL LIFg s 1B 15555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything could
happen. This late night (and often last) stop
on the party express offers music that's a bit
dancier than at its sister club (Roxy 99), but
always including some rock. Open Fridays, Sat-
urday and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150
after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (4L
TR L — e 24955B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR DAYS

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though other
styles appear. Sunday to Tuesday, NT$200. Fri-
days and Saturdays, NT $350. Wednesdays:
women free for Ladies' night, men NT$300 w/
drink. Thursdays: Rap, R&B and reggae from
DJ BUG and DOMINATION, free entrance and
free drinks all night for ladies, NT $400
all-you-can-drink for men. Fridays: Urban Space
w/hip hop & rock n roll all night, NT$500 w/
drink. Saturdays: Spotlight, live DJs and MCs,
NT$500 w/ drink.

[] Stag

% Thalie Theatre Company

Web: http://home.kimo.com.tw/thalietheatre
Thalie Theatre Company is an English-speaking
performance company that aims to bring Eng-
lish-language theatre to Taipei, and to encour-
age the involvement of both local and foreign
people interested in theatre.

ACTING WORKSHOP 1:

Critical Point Theatre

3F, No.68, Ming-Le Street (near Shuang-lien
MRT, Yuan-Pin & Ming-Shen Intersection)
Sundays (Feb.27; Mar.6, 13,20,27; Apr.3,10),
2:00-6:00pm

Fee: NT$2000, students NT$1600, Old Thalians
NTS 800

Tel: call Daniel at (09) 5559-9920

In the Workshop, Thalie's director Daniel, who
has studied Speech & Drama in London and at
Ecole Jacques Lecoq in Paris, aims to train
actors with the methods learned from Philippe
Gaulier and Monique Pacneux . Classes will be-
gin with a focus on the preparations prior to
going on stage - such as warm-ups and various
exercises to build trust and to become com-
fortable with the space Come and experience
a master's acting training here, in Taiwan!
Don't miss it!

WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF:Thalie's new
production be on the evenings of March 11,12,
13,19, and 20.

-

% Spot - Taipei Film House
OBl EE), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,

Krush at Luxy.

[DJ Buzz/Lounge Lifel

v

BY QUEEN B

THE TIME is Safurday at 11pm, and the line outside LUXY can be a
real drag, albeit a perfect spot for people watching. DJ KRUSH is
gonna play here tonight, so all the party people, Japan-worshipers,
frend-followers, and music fans from northemn Taiwan are here to
mingle. I'm here, too, of course, 1o pay my respect to Japan's
'godfather" of "abstract hip hop." Krush and his pals also arrive at the
club about this time. They all look very Japanese but you can still tell
which one is the "superstar," coz he's the older-but-still-cool-looking guy.

Upstairs in the Lotus Room at 12:30am, Krush is behind the decks
and about to drop his first record. The room is full fo the max. He
plays a melodic frack with no beats to start out the set, and then it
comes beats. "Broken beats," 1o be exact — low-key, grooving,
breakbeats filled with strains of jazz and world music. The crowd starts
fo sway a bit, as a lot of them think the music's gonna bump up
and start pumping any second now, until it's ten minutes into the set
and they readlize tonight is probably not for booty shaking. The room
gets less crowded, but the dance floor is still packed with spectators.
Krush plays his records with a serious aftitude and focuses on mixing
and manipulating. He seldom looks up at the crowd, and when he
does, he bows. Throughout the whole sef, it is mellow broken beats,
the kind of stuff that wouldn't be appreciated in a Taipei club if it
weren't played by the marvelous DJ Krush.

The fime is a little past 1:30am. Krush makes his last bow to the
audience and wraps up this rare lesson in 'listening to and observing"
abstract hip hop af LUXY. Lef's hope the crowd got educated.

>>>>>>>>>>UPCOMING:

®HERNAN CATTANEO @ MoS (Friday, Feb. 4): Credited by the
world dance music scene and <i>DJ Mag</i> (rated #6) as one of
South America's most outstanding DJs, Heman Cattaneo is often called
the "Poet DJ" for his unique way of mixing and music selection.
Progressive and tribal house. Tix: NT$700, or NT$450 b4 11pm.

@DJ TIGER'S BEST COLLECTION @ AXD (Saturday, Feb. 5):
'Best Collection" is one of AXD's series parties featuring their resident
DJs. This week, DJ Tiger will play a special 4-hour-long set showcasing
the best and the latest of his music collection. Tix: NTS600, NTS$S400
advance.

@RYUKYUDISKO @ AXD (Wednesday, Feb. 9): Ryukudisko are 2
brothers who make techno music incorporating traditional Japanese
musical instrument from Okinawa. They've already taken Japan by
storm and impressed the likes of Takkyu Ishino. This will be their first
ever overseas live performance. Tix: NT$700, NT$400 advance

€DJ @LLEN @ MoS (Friday, Feb. 11): MoS has finally opened
its door to local DJs. And the first one that's invited to headline is DJ
@llen. Prepare for the "godfather of Taiwan's rave music" fo take us
back to the day!

@HONEY BUNNY @ Luxy (Saturday, Feb. 12): This is organized
by Taiwan's biggest on-line raver community, SPUNITE. Their last event,
Sweet Party, at Luxy was massive, and this special Valentine's Day
event should also be huge. Various music styles. DJs: the Loop DJs,
NINA, KAORU, ZEON, SPYKEEW, and RACY.

€®LOVE GROOVE @ Eden (Saturday, Feb. 12): This monthly
event now has a new schedule, taking place every 2nd Saturday of the
month at Taipei's favorite loft club, Eden. DJs: @LLEN, DA, NINA. No cover.
€ Chinese New Year parties @ BOBO, Taichung (Feb 9-12):
Run by foreigners, Bobo Taichung might as well stay open an party
during Chinese New Year : so they are. Wednesday, Feb. 9 they're having
'The Hump" ladies night party (hip hop). The next night (Feb. 10) is a
foreigners night with live jozz. Friday (Feb. 11) features MR. FUDGE, a
Saskatoon breakbeat DJ on the Canadian label Sickboy Records. Then
Saturday (Feb. 12) is their Valentine's Party with female DJs NANCY and
ALICIA HUSH.

£y your aance clib news 10 o queenb@ionnan.comn




Taipei (dLifirlHEREs —~Ei185%)

Tel: (02) 2511-7786

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7, 8, 9, 14,
21, 28

SHUNJI IWAI SHOWING (& H:%8 —52): For the
rest of January, SPOT will be showing three
of the works of director SHUNJI IWAI (&7
% )--ALL  ABOUT LILY CHOU-CHOU, APRIL
STORY, and HANA AND ALICE. Through Feb 5.
VALENTINE'S DAY FESTIVAL (& A i 52 &% ):
Films showing include WILBUR WANTS TO
KILL HIMSELF (=3 .z ##), ETERNAL SUN-
SHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (EJ#7asz), |-
TALIENSK FOR BEGYNDERE (%% 245455 HT),
and HEAD ON (Z i |-#). Feb 5 to Feb 18.
FEB 19 To FEB 27 SHOWINGS INCLUDE: KILL
ME TENDER (HBEZHEHTUT) and 5X2 (5X25HE
WRHA).

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Art [MOCA) Taipei

(BALHE AEEiTET)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (H5dbiiEZ0uEE3955%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7 to FEB 12
MOCA was the first museum in Taiwan to fo-
cus exclusively on contemporary art. It is
housed in the former City Hall building, and
as such is a historical site as well as a mu-
seum. The museum houses contemporary art
that combines art, history, and technology,
from Taiwan, Asia, and other parts of the
world.

PSUEDO HACKERS' ART IN PARALLEL ZONES
(=178 A ): This exhibition's theme is the
multiplicity of influences and actions that ex-
ist in the environment from which contempo-
rary art emerges. It's a mixed media exhibi-
tion, and features the works of SHYGONG
(s T.Hi5%), ONION HSU (£:#57), HUI-CHIAO
CHEN ([#i%5?), CHU-YING CHEN ([#i2R#E), YI
HUNG (%it), JUIN YANG LEE (Z£[5), MING
TSE LEE (#=AHHI), JEN-HUNG LIANG (Z{T7),
HUANG-DI LIN (Fkf5d1), SAKULIU ($&5%),
and XIAO-HU ZHOU (& Ui ). Through Mar
20.

Y National Museum of

History

(BRI Y8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dGiiFEEEE495%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR HOURS
TAIPEI CHINESE CHARACTER FESTIVAL (35752
L& - BEFHATERE): This exhibition in-
cludes calligraphy rubbings through the ages,
the unique beauty and quintessence of Chi-
nese characters. Programs include the origin,
life, conceptual art, technology, and modern
art of Chinese characters. Through Jan 30.
PRECIOUS TREASURE FROM THE SEA (& i
BT 2 ) This exhibition introduces rare
treasures from the waters off Taiwan, includ-
ing coral, pearls, shell artifacts and veined
stone from Penghu. Through Feb 27.

% National Palace Museum

(B I7 8 b))

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&JLTiE®
% BE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR HOURS
The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004,
some galleries in the museums east wing will
be closed as part of an ongoing renovation
project.

MORE DETAILED THAN GOD: Curio exhibition
featuring 355 pieces donated by
Japanese-Taiwanese Peng Kai-dong, consisting
largely of gold and bronze Buddha figures
and bronze ceremonial artifacts, dating from
1100BC to the present, from Indian, South-
east Asia, Korea, Japan, and China. Through
June 30.

% National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts

(Ehva=y B

#2 Wu Chuan W. Rd, Sec. 1, Taichung (&th
740375 & FHEPE % — P25

Tel: (04)2372-3552

Open: 9:00am-5:00pm, closed Mondays
CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 8 AND FEB 9
KONGO KINGDOM ART-FROM RITUAL TO CUT-
TING-EDGE: If you missed it in Taipei, here's
another chance to see this African art exhi-
bition. The show contains over 400 pieces of
Congolese art, including daily utensils, reli-
gious objects, masks, sculptures, instruments
and weapons. The exhibition aims to provide

ILLUSTRATION: LEON 05 __

Taiwanese visitors with an understanding of
Congolese cultural material and its great in-
fluence on the development of contemporary
art. Jan 28 to April 24.

% Taipei 228 Memorial
Museum

(A== /\FL&hE)

#3 Ketagalan Rd (SERS T ASE357)

Tel: (02) 2389-7228

Open: 10:00am-5:00pm, closed Mondays
CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 6 TO FEB 13
RIGHTS OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN TAI-
WAN-SPECIAL EXHIBITION FOR INTERNATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY: How a nation values hu-
man rights can be viewed as the index to its
democracy. As Taipei celebrates its 120th
anniversary, the 228 will look at the process
of the human rights movement from another
perspective. Through Feb 10.

% Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(GAETIZEAGAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&4t
HrLHERS = BE1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR HOURS
% % PILGRIMAGE IN LABYRINTH: Ten years'
retrospective of artist Shy Gong's works
about Taiwanese identity. Shy Gong uses
rows of neon to line the walls of the instal-
lation space, flashing slogans and visuals to
evoke the insecurity and cultural crisis of
modern day Taiwan. One of most intriguing
pieces features a stuffed animal-grab arcade
game with metal Buddhas-cubist style.
Through Feb 13, 2005.

JUN T. LAI PUBLIC ART SOLO EXHIBITION:
This exhibition of installation art, models and
texts contain Lai Chun-chun's public art
works from the last ten years, reflecting the
evolution and vitality of Taiwan's public art
policies. These completed installation works
convey both the connection between the
public and art, and the close relationship be-
tween art and the environment. Through
Feb. 13.

GEORG JENSON 100 YEARS: This exhibition
features paintings and collected works from
the National Museum of Fine Arts in Den-
mark, along with silver craftwork by Georg
Jenson. Together with scenes designed by
Bille August, the foreign-film Oscar winning
director, this exhibition presents the fours
seasons of Scandinavia. Through Feb 20.

THE YELLOW BOX:CONTEMPORARY CALLIGRA-
PHY AND PAINTING IN TAIWAN: This exhibit
features the work of five contemporary Tai-
wanese artists, Yu Peng, Li Yihong, Yuan
Dan, Hsu Yuren and Hsu Guoheng. Their
handscrolls, hanging scrolls, and horizontal
wallscrolls are on display together with video
and models of unusual rocks and courtyard
designs by Chinese and Hong Kong artists
Zhao Ruxian, Qiu Zhijie and Ye Fang.
Through Feb 27.

ECSTACY - VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE: Designed
by artists Jun-jieh Wang, De-yu Wang, Ma-li
Wu, Jeng-cai Chen and Kai-huang Chen for
the visually impaired, this exhibition creates
an "art garden” that invites visitors to experi-

ence art through all of their senses. From
Feb 4 to May 1.

% Tittot Glass Art Museum
(BREZKEGHYEE)

#16, Lane 515, Zhongyang N. Rd, Sec. (L
FEIIEE515451655)

Tel: (02) 2895-8861

Web: www.glass.com.tw

Open: 9am to 5pm, closed Mon

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7 TO FEB 10
The Tittot Glass Art Museum is dedicated to
bringing China into the international glass art
universe with the bright and open aesthetics
of the 21st century, while still preserving
China's splendor and refinement. They advo-
cate the "lost wax casting” method. Their
large collection of modern Oriental glass art
includes paperweights, Buddhist art, pen-
dants, sculpture, tableware, and more.

Galleries

% Hong-Gah Museum

(JRFR SE7lrdE)

5F, #260 Daye Rd (A ZE[%260%5754)

Tel: (02) 2894-2272

Open: 10:30am-5:30, closed Mondays

Web: www.hong-gah.org.tw

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 7 TO FEB 14
LIN TIAN-RUI EXHIBITION (bR K E -1 i)
This exhibition features the works of Tai-
wanese artist Lin Tian-Rui, who was born in
the south of Taiwan in 1927. His works are
primarily tranquil studies of landscapes and
such, and are done in pastel. Through Feb
27.

% Huashan

(T LA S AL )

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (&AL /\flEg—
EE155)

Tel: (02) 2392-6180

Web: www.huashan-ccc.com

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

CHINESE NEW YEAR: OUTDOOR AREAS REMAIN
OPEN TO VISITORS, INDOOR AREAS CLOSED
FEB 7 TO 14

TRADITION VS.  INNOVATION-THE CERAMIC
WORKS OF LIN KUANG-I (3l A (7 B Al o2
[ —2005 bkt 97 22 il P A1l J#2 ): Huashan calls
Lin the ceramic artist all of Taiwan has its
eye on these days. His most recent work
(from the past five years) will be on display
at this exhibition. Through Feb 3.

* Taipei Artist Village
AACEIER)

#7, Beiping E. Rd. (JL7SHi45%)

Tel: (02) 3393-7377

Open: 10:00am-6:00pm, closed Mondays
CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 4 TO FEB 13
MEMORY-ARTISTS IN TAIPEIl: Resident artists
join together to present many years of artis-
tic creations, including music, painting, ani-
mation, experimental movies, etc. Through
Feb 20.

* Taipei Hakka Culture

Gallery

AALE R A EE)

#1 Shifu Rd. (FifFE—H5%)

Tel: (02) 2720-8889

Open: Mon through Fri 9:00am-6:00pm
CHINESE NEW YEAR: OPEN REGULAR HOURS

The Hakka Culture Gallery is located on the
sixth floor of City Hall, and has free admission.
THE GLAMOUR OF HAKKA EXHIBITION: Two
artists dedicated to creating fresh Hakka cul-
ture break through the restrictions of cultur-
al stereotypes to present new, non-traditional
Hakka art. This exhibition features the work
of painter Zeng Ying-Qi ({4%77%) and photog-
rapher Ji Guo-Zhang (i &%). Through April
15.

* Taipei Story House

(A ALisEAE)

#181-1, Zhongshan N. Rd., Sec. 3 (H1[[j]L#
—ER181-15%)

Tel: (02) 2587-5565

Web: www.storyhouse.com.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mon

CHINESE NEW YEAR: CLOSED FEB 8 TO FEB 9
As the only example of Tudor revival archi-
tecture in Taiwan, Taipei Story House is a u-
nique historical building. Once a private-
ly-owned villa, then a social club for Tai-
wanese gentry, the building was eventually
purchased by the Taipei Fine Arts Museum
and restored. The building and its contents
very much focus on the period in which it
was built-the early 20th century. Another
main attraction and contributor to the ele-
gant atmosphere is the tea house next door.
THE STORY OF LOVE OUR DAUGHTER'S
WEDDING: Special exhibition on traditional
marriage rituals and customs in Taiwan.
Through Feb 20.

% TIVAC - Taiwan
International Visual Arts
Center

(G B T S i .0

#29, 1st Fl, Lane 45, Liaoning St. (3%%E{k45
E2957118)

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Web: http://tivac.net

Open: Tue-Fri 11:00am-7:00pm, Sat and Sun
11:00am-5:00pm

TEMPORARILY CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC FROM
JAN 31 TO FEB 18

LI WU DIAO PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION (&t
o RE e = — IR (ER): Having
spent over 60 years of his life as a photog-
rapher, 84 year old Li Wu-Diao (Z=MEJE) has
witnessed and experienced the development
of photography in Taiwan from the very be-
ginning. Li, together with Deng Nan-Guang
(BB o%) and Zhang Cai-He (7E ¥ ¢), have
been dubbed the "Three Swordsmen of Taipei
Photography” (At —#1%), and are re-
garded as among Taipei's most active con-
tributers and innovators of the art. Through
March 16.

% The truth is out there
This is just an obscure little corner of a
newspaper page, and if youre reading it,
hundreds or thousands of other people are
too. Advertise, call: 8667-6655 x226-7
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