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Taipei on the Move

A city in motion

Art in action

Images, sounds and words expanding
understanding

Read the urban text of Taipei.

Yung-hsien Chen

Suzanne Lacy

Mali Wu

Chi-pin Hsieh & Peter Van Marle
Marco Casagrande & Martin Ross

Eslite Vision
245, Dunhua S. Rd., Sec. 1 (B2), Taipei
Open: 11 am - 10 pm, Monday - Sunday

Grand Opening
December 31st, 2004, 7 p.m.
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Happy New Year, kids. Starting early?

A\

We've listed the best, now the

004 LEFT many of us destitute,
2 heartbroken and reeling, but our infinite

supply of optimism has assured us that
2005 will undoubtedly be the best year since
we moved to the A.D. system (in retrospect,
a bad move). Unfortunately, before we can
roll up our sleeves and manhandle 2005, we
are obligated to first watch some sparklies,
get drunk or at least curl up in a fetal
position and wait for the last remnants of
2004 to pass. Whatever your preference or
poison, Taipei's huge vatiety of New Year
activities are sure to get you doing something,
even if its nothing.

Whatever you do and wherever you go, it
would be wise NOT to drive. The MRT will
be running until 2:30am and starting again,
two hours later, at 4:30am Saturday morning.
If you must drive, it would be smart to
avoid the major traffic areas (Hsin-yi,
Tien-mu, Nei-hu, and Hsi-men districts.)

Free, Free, Free

If you like your parties big, free and full
of pop stars, starting at 7pm, in front of the
Taipei City Hall, will be the city government's
heavily promoted "Taipei's Highest New
Year's Eve 2005 Party," where one might
catch Major Ma singing a song at midnight
with Singaporean sling pop singer Sun Yan-zi.
Appearing on stage will also be 20-odd other
pop singers, including A-Mei, 5566, Machi,
Wang Lee-horm, and Wu Bai, who will
allegedly be playing for one hour.?Although it
is uncertain whether there will be fireworks,
there will be fire on stage (requiring NT$20
million in insurance.)

A block away at Taipei 101 will be a
fashion show starting at 6pm, featuring 40
eye-candy, wraps and skins models. Taipei
101, the building itself, will be lit up for the
duration of the night.

Yet another block away, at New York
New York, there will be free electronic music
and free dancing, starting at 11pm.

A New Year concert will be held at the
Daan Park main stage on Saturday, Jan 1,
3:00pm — 6:30pm. The concert features four
local bands and one Australian band—the
Brisbane Symphonic Band. Music will include
Latin Jazz, Bossa Nova, Samba, Salsa,
Flamenco, Rock and more. A special
performance combining the traditional
Australian aboriginal instrument with
symphonic music will be at 5:30pm.

Bands

Lots of bands playing, with an empbhasis

on the hard-edged. The Wall will be jamming
on New Years Eve "Let's Go Rock'n Reggae"
with punk, zouk, reggae, and calypso starting
at 9pm. On Jan. 1 they will have the "Let's
Gitl Party" with all-gitl punk rockers and
rock pumpers starting at 9pm as well.

Not hard enough for you? Club 70s will
be having their "Purity of Lucidity Music"
New Year's Eve Party. There will be 10
metal, rock and punk bands, djs and a vj who
we have been assured, "is beautiful and speaks
petfect English." This party lasts from 10pm
to 4am and is sponsored by Pepsi Cola.

Even more headbanging to be had at
Underworld with the island's rockin'est band,
LTK, with some others. On Saturday, they
have their "Lap Dance New Year Party"
featuring LADYBUG.

Ok, a slightly more mellow note, there is
PANAI & 831 BAND at Witch House. This
lady has a voice that will kick your ass. Shut
up and go see her. On Saturday, NEON will
be playing there, dancing and cooking up a
storm. For a Jazzy New Year, head to
Riverside to hear the RIVERSIDE ALL
STARS BAND.

Get Drunk

All you can drink specials at the Source
(NT$700, NT$500 in advance), Bistro (NT
$699, 5-1 Lane 49, Shi-Da Rd.), and Bacchus
(NT$1000, 7-11pm).

Live band and 5 shots for NT$500 at
Citizen Cain. Bobwundaye will have Moet
champagne at NT$200/glass and NT
$1300/bottle.

If you are a lightweight, and need some
food with your drink, Carnegie's will be
having a New Yeart's Eve feast for NT$1800.
Wow, what they got for that price, peacock
kiev? The Tavern will host a huge buffet that
will include steamed lobster for N'T$950/person.
Chocolate and Love will have a buffet and a
cup of absinthe for NT$500, djs included.

Clubbing

Big rocking eclectronic music and hip-hop
parties where you can make use of your
Christmas prezzies will be held at all the
usual suspects including AXD, Luxy, MOS,
Eden, Lava Bar, Plush and Purple.

Something Different
If you don't like drinking, partying,
dancing or bands, perhaps you should rethink
your position. If after doing so, you remain
firm in your position, there are still plenty of
things for you to do.
Celebrate Bollywood at the Taiwan vs.
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India Film Festival which begins on Dec. 31,
sec a magic show at the Spencers Theatre of
Illusion on New Yeart's day or watch a
Flamenco show at The Living Room.

Finally, there are the old standbys of
watching televised sports, the trip to the
KTV, the home BBQ and, last but not least,
the book. Whatever you decide, we wish you
well in the coming year of the cock. -/

Mounger
Holiday Setback

Those of you planning to join the
Chinese New Yeat's exodus to the beaches of
South East Asia, would do well to check and
double check your reservations. Sunday's
carthquake and subsequent devastating
tsunamis laid to waste much of the tourist
infrastructure of Sti Lanka, South East India,
Western Thailand, The Maldives and both
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, not to
mention the local population and economy.

Top Thai destinations Krabi, Phuket, Ko
Phi Phi and much of the country's west
coast were decimated Sunday morning, by
what is turning out to be one of the greatest
natural disasters in human history. As the full
extent of the damage is only starting to
trickle through to the world's news desks,
information regarding the state of the region's
innumerable hotels and resorts is at best
incomplete.

From the initial media reports, it seems
that Ko Phi Phi has been practically leveled,
leaving all but two hotels completely
destroyed. Yet according to Jeannie of
Interlink Travel, the island's resorts are
desperately trying to limit potential damage to
upcoming bookings; informing travel agents
that "a thorough clean-up" is all that's
required. Other Taipei-based agents have
already cancelled all group tours to the
aforementioned destinations until after Chinese
New Year.

Which account of these tragic events to
trust, is certainly beyond me to judge, but it's
advised to check carefully before finalizing
plans. The Taiwan media has drawn attention
to the bold and perhaps insensitive decision
of former Ministry of Foreign Affairs head,
Chien Fu and his son, to go through with a
golfing excursion to Phuket, planned weeks in
advance, despite knowledge of the weekend's
tragic events. POTS offers no judgment on
the morality of this decision, simply caution
to those holiday-makers less zealous in their
New Year's plans than the Chiens. - /erezzy
Hellard
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Who's radio

Are ICRT's efforts to remain

BY DAVID FRAZIER

OR YEARS, Taiwan's foreign
F community has grumbled about

ICRT's bland music, clowny
DJs, less-than-the-West standards,
and general
neither-here-nor-there-ness. But
three months ago, when the
radio station cut the morning
English news hour to ten
minutes, added more mandarin
songs into the rotation, and
re-launched with a grammatically
incorrect English jingle, the
expatriate community finally started
to mobilize.

Within recent weeks, the
American Chamber of Commerce
(AmCham), the European Council of
Commerce and Trade (ECCT), the
British Trade Council, and at least
one other group of foreign business
leaders that wished to remain unnamed
have contacted ICRT, expressing concern
over the changes.

At a grass-roots level, Forumosa (www.

forumosa.com) — Taiwan's largest on-line
expat community with more than 3,500
registered users — has started a "Bring back

my ICRT!" petition that has logged 110
signatures since posted a little over a week
ago. The expat-serving Community Services
Center has also contacted the station.

Group's requests and demands to ICRT's
management have vatied, from Forumosa's
"No mando-pop" rallying cry to at least one
business group's desire to establish a formal
liaison to help direct the station. But the
general anxiety among expats is that good
old, taken-for-granted ICRT, which has
delivered English broadcasts since the station
came to life as a hand-me-down from the
US army in 1979, is finally in danger of
slipping away from the foreign community.
The fear is that the ICRT is at long last
going local, and as a local station will not
continue to offer Western expats the same
preferential access to a pan-island media
outlet it has always enjoyed for free.

Yes, for free, or at least close to free.
And for ICRT, which claims that 95 percent
of its listenership is Taiwanese, that's a big
part of its problem.

Generally, the station considers itself to
be caught between a rock and a hard place.
On one hand, it was established as a
non-profit entity to serve the foreign
community - which has for 25 years failed to
pay the bills while harboring thankless peanut
galleries, like Forumosa. (In a rare move of
propriety, the site removed its petition's
"Comments" section after only a few days, as
several of the comments were to the effect:
"I couldn't care less about the morons you
employ as so-called "presenters" but let's have
some English news. Or else, change your
name and stop cheating the public.") Shackled
with the "primary mandate" of serving the
foreign community, ICRT has in the ecight
years since radio market liberalization steadily
lost ratings pegs and advertising revenues to a
new field of aggressive competitors.

"I'm not trying to move away from a
community model. I'm actually trying very
hard to make the community model work,"
said Nelson Chang, (5RZ7F) chairman of the
Taipei International Community Cultural
Foundation, the non-profit body that manages

afloat and

life?
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ICRT. Speaking in well-groomed English, he
was returning a phone call to POTS Extra
and was in fact polite enough to do so twice
in one day.

"But we're in trouble, and it's getting
worse,” Mr. Chang continued. "If we were
able to maintain a couple million NT in losses
a year, I probably wouldn't change anything."

Mr. Chang would not be more specific
about NT dollar amounts. But when asked
about the possibility of closing down the
station, he responded without hesitation, "If
there's no more money, I have to throw in
the towel." Following up, he then downplayed
the possibility of any towel-throwing in the
short term, saying it is not an immediate
concern but could come three to four years
down the road if losses continue at the
current rate.

Then he paused and added, "I've been
trying to sell ICRT's sad story for some time
now, but no one's been willing to listen."

Mr. Chang described the recent changes
as pragmatic. "We dropped the morning show
because no one was willing to sponsor it," he
said, continuing that the decision to play local
pop songs came because record companies
pay for the service.

"If the foreign community is so interested
in certain programs, they're not coming
forward to sponsor those programs," he said.
Naming other key problems, Mr. Chang
pointed to a lack of government support —
last year, the Government Information Office
(GIO) gave NT$4 million for educational
English programming, but the budget was not
renewed for 2004 — and market research
agency AC Neilsen's practice of not including
expatriate listeners in its ratings.

Neilsen ratings are the only gauge
available for Taiwan's radio market.

Reached by phone, Neilsen's PR manager,
Desmond Wang (FJEF), confirmed that

serve the foreign community fufile?

non-Chinese speakers are excluded from the
company's surveys, which are based on
telephone interviews in Chinese of "less than
30 minutes."

"[Foreign listeners] are an extreme niche
market," explained Wang. But to include
expats in the ratings, "We could use a special
case survey upon trequest,” he said. That
would cost ICRT extra "depending on the
sample size." So far, ICRT has not made
such a request, he said.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that Neilsen's
passing over of foreigners is detrimental to
ICRT. Michel Blanc, owner of The Tavern
sports pub and a former ICRT advertiser,
cited the staton's currently poor ratings as a
reason for not advertising. And when told
that the ratings do not include foreigners, he
was initially skeptical.

Mr. Blanc began advertising on ICRT in
2000 and considers the money "well spent.”
He praised the stations announcements of
local club football matches and memorials to
Taipei-resident rugby players killed in the
2002 Bali bombings.

But then things changed. About a year
and a half ago, his friend and contact at the
station, DJ Ritchie Walker, left the air. Also,
an oldies show he sponsored was moved
from a 9-to-1lam Saturday brunch slot to a
7-to-9am carly-weekend-riser slot. Stupefied at
ICRT's expectations for a bar to spend
money on yoga-time coverage, he exclaimed,
"Do you know anyone who's up that eatly?"
After Mr. Blanc stopped advertising, he said
he was never contacted by station ad execs
to "at least find out what the problem was."
He considers this a fatal misstep in account
management.

At present, Mr. Blanc sees ICRT's
problems rooted not in what Mr. Chang's
views as "no sponsorship" dilemma, but rather
its reverse. "The question is not 'Why is



nobody sponsoring [ICRT]|?" he said. Instead,
the problem is "they don't have a show or the
show is crap, so nobody's listening."

Mr. Blanc concluded: "I think there is a
strong market for English speakers in Taiwan.
That's my matket too." But to tap into it, he
said, ICRT has "to decide if they are going
to be a fish or a bird. The way things are
now, they are either a swimming bird or a
flying fish."

ICRT may indeed be an evolutionary
anomaly, but it is interesting to note that the
station has been threatened with extinction
and rescued by the foreign community before.
According to ICRT's web site, "When the
United States announced termination of
official diplomatic relations with the R.O.C. in
1978, [Armed Forces Network Taiwan]|, the
only all-English radio in Taiwan, prepared to
leave the airwaves. This caused grave concern
among the foreign community in Taiwan. The
president of the American Chamber of
Commerce, Mr. Robert P. Parker, announced
the establishment of a group of community
and business leaders formed for the purpose
of saving the station. Its function included
fund-raising and negotiating the transfer of
equipment so that the station could continue
to operate. At the time, then President
Chiang Ching Kuo and Executive Premier
Sun Yun-Hsuan were keenly interested in this
cause. They instructed the Government
Information Office to actively provide
guidance and assistance in this endeavor. In
the end, International Community Radio
Taipei took over the broadcast functions of
the Armed Forces Network without a break
in transmission."

With the US Army legacy, ICRT inherited
the preeminent spot in Taiwan's martial-law
era radio market. Only a handful of stations
were allowed broadcast licenses, and the
station's free-and-easy Western-style format
brought top ratings in the ecatly years. Local
laws however forbade it from having a
foreign chairman or foreign board members,
so it was formally structured as belonging to
a non-profit foundation under the control of
local Taiwanese.

In 1996, when new broadcasting laws
opened the market to competitors, ICRT'"s
rankings had already begun to sink. Since
then, it has bobbed around aimlessly in the
lower half of Neilsen's top 10.

As the thrill was leaving, elements of the
station's old guard began to search for
sunnier climes. In 2002, station manager Doc
Casey pioneered an exodus to Thailand,
bringing long-time DJs Tony Tyler and
(eventually) Ritchie Walker along with him.
They all now work at a smooth-jazz format
radio station in Bangkok.

In the wake of Casey's departure, no
successor was immediately named, and ICRT's

staff began managing itself on a rotational
basis. In 2003, the station made its first
incursion into mandarin pop music, but after
six months called it quits and made a change
for the better — going back to the foreign
community. Nielsen calculates ratings in
three-months segments, and by the first
quarter of this year, ICRT hit fourth in the
Nielsen rankings, its best numbers in years.

It wouldn't last. In the second quarter the
station sank to 7th, then came in 6th in the
third. In May, the station's third ever general
manager, Janet Chu (JREBAM), was hired by
its board, and in September, she re-launched
the station.

When POTS Extra met with Ms. Chu last
week at ICRT's office, she was wearing a
denim skirt, heels, and wide-lapelled
leopard-print jacket. Before answering any
questions, she excused herself for a moment
to gobble a handful of medication.

"I have to tell you why I came back,"
she said, explaining her return from a recent
radio-consulting gig in China. "When I was in
high school, I used to listen to ICRT. At
that time, you felt like, if you listened to
ICRT then you were better than other people
because your English was better than other
people’s. I passed my TOEFL. Every day 1
tuned onto ICRT to listen to English, so I
had a feeling for ICRT."

Ms. Chu's resume includes working at
MTV around the time of its Asia launch a
decade ago and multi-year runs at pop radio
stations HitFM and the current Nielsen
number two, Wave Radio, where she was
general manager from 2000 until shortly before
she was headhunted for ICRT by Mr. Chang.
"When I got in [at ICRT], I figured out
most of the people had been here over 15
years and weren't really aware that we don't
get much support anymore," said Ms. Chu.
She sensed ambivalence to the "need to
compete with the outside world."

"We needed a new jingle, new logo," she
continued. "Like you see my name card, it's
totally fresh orange. It looks younger, more
vibrant, more active than before."

Not all of Ms. Chu's changes have gone
over well with expat listeners. Her
employment of a local female pop singer as a
DJ lasted only a couple of months, cutting
the clubhouse-format morning show and the
7-to-8am news hour has been widely
criticized, adding two mandarin songs an hour
has been reviled, but worst of all, her
unveiling of a grammatically questionable
jingle, "ICRT — We radio life," has for
foreigners come to represent everything
potentially bad about her.

In defense of the jingle, Ms. Chu
explained, "It's not 'We Radio Life'. 'ICRT
Radio Life' — that's our jingle. It's just the
way they sing." She sang the jingle. "In the

front there's ICRT already, so if you said,
'ICRT, ICRT Radio life,' it would seem really
weird," she said. \

When pressed on grammar issues, Ms.
Chu elaborated, "There was lots of debating
internally, and we actually sent an email to |
everybody saying, "It's not 'We radio life,' it's
'ICRT radio life,' because it's lifestyle,
entertainment, news — "POTS Extra here
was forced to politely interrupt and insist that
"We radio life" makes no sense because it
has no verb. At this, Ms. Chu did laugh and
admit, "It's wrong. It's wrong."

Then matter-of-factly, she sighed and
talked about how "at Wave, at Hit," she's
come under fire before. "I've been through
this already. It's just different because ICRT
is more foundation-wise and has more
obligations."

Harking back to the station's difficulties,
Ms. Chu said, "With this mission and the
government not delivering, how can we raise
those funds? Nobody wants to be [on] the
board. When we earned money ten years ago,
they couldn't take the money away. Then
when we lost money six years ago, they had
to take [money out of] their own pockets
and give it to the company. Nobody wants
to do this kind of business."

Just before meeting with POTS extra, Ms.
Chu said she told an ECCT delegation: "You
know, if you talk [to] the government and
get the government to agree to just give us
money [to be| the way we were when we
[were] founded, we would do just like an
American channel and serve those expats."

But pressure from the ECCT and other
corners is having effects. Both Ms. Chu and
Mr. Chang said more change is coming. Ms.
Chu said the station "will offer more
information and news, and also change music
programming," adding that it is also trying to
hire talent from abroad. However, neither
would say much about the prospect of a
foreign advisory committee, which has been
suggested by some as a supplement to the
current board and a potential bridge to
foreign businesses.

As to whether these changes will make
expats happy, Mr. Chang was cynical: "In the
last 25 years, has anybody said anything good
about ICRT? I don't think so." A litte later
on he added what is perhaps radio's greatest
truism, saying that in that same petiod, "not
a day has gone by that somebody hasn't
complained about the music."

And if all that isn't bad enough, this
coming March ICRT will lose its
middle-of-the-dial frequency. The GIO is
redistributing the airwaves, and as a public
service radio station, ICRT will have to move
to the edge.

LDavid Frazier s editor of POTS Fxtra. Fmad
L at davidizazier@lilpao.com.

Email POTS Extra:

extra@lihpao.com

Submit letters, articles,
and comics, or correct us if

we’re wrong.




Column [Justice Matters]

Eight steps to self-improvement

New Year's resolutions for Taiwan.

BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

NEW YEAR'S day is often a time of
reflection and reassessment; assuming of
course that one was not out all night on
New Year's Eve, hitting the bars and clubs.
And of course these New Yeat's reflections
sometimes lead to New Yeat's resolutions
which according to tradition are then dumped
sometime within the first few weeks of the
new year. Be that as it may, New Yeat's
resolutions may have some value both for
individuals and for societies.

With that in mind I offer eight random,
off the top of my head, New Yeat's
resolutions for Taiwan. The list was compiled
through a process of free association. I sat
down and asked what things would really
help improve Taiwan, and then I listed them
as they came to me. I have, as is perhaps
obvious, mixed feelings about this place, both
concern for local family and friends, and the
more detached critical view of an outsider.

So I offer this list of New Year's
resolutions, not so much as a criticism of
Taiwanese society but more in the spirit of
friendly advice. I guess because 1 had started
pondering this right after Christmas, the first
New Year's resolution for Taiwan that came

to mind was: Taiwanese society should resolve

to show more, a lot more, Christian
compassion. Now when I say Christian
compassion, I simply mean caring for the

other people on this island. Taiwanese society
can seem very self-centered and rather
juvenile; one of the ways that comes out is
the lack of social compassion.

Taiwanese society should also resolve in
the new year to stop scholar worship. By
that, I mean the dog-like master worship
which is afforded anybody with a doctorate
degree from abroad. Having purchased a
foreign degree, wherever it's from, does not
equate to knowing your ass from a hole in
the ground. Taiwanese society is run into the
ground by nit-wit foreign degree holders and
their lame brained plans and opinions.

Which naturally dovetails into my next
resolution for Taiwan; learn to think.
Thinking is not that hard. The society as a
whole and the individuals who make it up
would do well to teach themselves basic
rational problem solving. And on the topic of
mental improvement, Taiwanese society should
endeavor to be more psychologically insightful.
Psychology, the study of the mind, is a real
black hole here in Taiwan. Both individuals'
and government officials’ lack of insight into
how the mind works, are a never ending
source of amazement to me.

A good example of the lack of
psychological insight is when Taiwanese
society claims not to be racist. Taiwan should
resolve to face, acknowledge and take steps
to end, its Chinese racism. By Chinese racism
I mean the mistaken belief that Taiwanese as

Chinese are somehow superior to other ethnic
groups and societies. This racism comes out
most directly in Taiwanese society's approach
to immigration and interracial marriage.

Taiwan should also resolve in the new
year to develop a real work ethic. I guess in
the past Taiwanese had quite the reputation
for hard work. I do not see it. Big sectors
of Taiwanese society can best be described as
flat out lazy, and other large sectors confuse
running around in circles with working hard.
Those are two separate things. A good step
towards this would be to abolish the civil
service in Taiwan. Civil servants generally
have the work ethic of moles. There maybe a
lot of motion, but it's blind.

And on the topic of blind action, Taiwan
should resolve to stop being its own worst
enemy. While blaming others, history, or the
evil mainland Chinese is a national pastime,
many times what causes Taiwan the most
problems is Taiwan itself.

Taiwanese society should be optimistic
going into the new year. The reason being,
most of Taiwan's problems can be solved,
and they can be solved here in Taiwan
simply by Taiwanese society making the
effort. In that regard they are no different
than an individual’s New Year's resolutions.

Lrian L. Kennedy s an attorney i Tanwan,
where he writes and teaches on crinnal law
and human 17e8es.
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The Passion of Mother India: Taipei readies itself for o one-month love aoffair with India's finseltown.

Bollywood, Taiwan

Overview of India's best films at Taiwan vs. India Film Festival

BY BYRON FEI

THE TAIWAN vs. India Film Festival is the
last and largest cinema event of the year
from POP Cinema. The Taiwan Film and
Culture Association has put together a truly
impressive collection of 28 Indian films
spanning the last 50 years in the hope of
sharing Indian film culture with a Taiwan
audience.

For anyone interested in Indian film
studies, this is it. Forget about film school,
spend the next two weeks at the festival,
pony up your NT$s and use the rest of your
cash to make your own Taiwanese musical.
To put everyone in a festive mood, multiple
films will be featured by such great
filmmakers as Satyajit Ray, Guru Dutt and
Raj Kapoor. The list of directors and films
goes on and on, and any movie fan will be
inspired by the emotion and realism created
by the ecatly generation of Bombay
filmmakers.

One clear favorite of the festival is
Awaara/The Vagaboud, a 1951 black and
white film directed by Raj Kapoor and

starring one of the greatest actors of all time,
Prithviraj Kapoor. This film has everything
that Bollywood is about: acting, comedy,
music, singing and dancing, cinematography,
and all of it will make you happy. Don't be
put off by modern-day Bollywood films; this
film also has a dark side. Goths should find
many opportunities for inspiration and love
the music and the story. Indian films are
traditionally extremely long and 7%e Vagabond
is no exception at 170 minutes in length.
After a few pre-screenings, 1 almost felt
as though I had returned to my eatly years
when I lived around the corner from an
Indian market. One stall owner would pass
me videotapes to watch when his
mother-in-law wasn't around. At first, 1
thought I could impress the Indian ladies by
watching Bollywood musicals. That didn't
work as planned as apparently, I wasn't
anywhere near high enough in the caste
system for their tastes. The films did,
however, have a strong effect on me. 1
wasn't afraid of the cops pulling me over or
getting beat up as much, because I was stuck
in a Bollywood musical and couldn't get out.

PHOTOS : SPOT

Indian cineastes are encouraged to attend
garbed in Indian flair. For most college girls
this should be easy. For the men, please hold
off on wearing your utilikilts until next yeat's
Canada vs. Taiwan Film Festival. The
audience is encouraged to ecat all things spicy
but should refrain from using silverware while
watching the films, everything should be eaten
with the right hand while reserving the left
hand for fanning or scratching below the
belt. These are just a few ways you can
enhance your viewing pleasure and take the
experience just a little bit further.

As this is a Zz/wan and Indian film
festival, a short list of Taiwan films will also
be screened. The films are romantic dramas
from the "Three Rooms" period of the
1960's and 70's. The curators want to show
the poor economic and cultural conditions of
Taiwan's past through these films. Xian-yia,
a well known writer with many adapted
novels, is a driving force in this genre.

The Tanwan vs. Iadia Film Festival takes
place ar SPO7 Taper Film House Dec. 37 to
Jan. 21, 2005

[ ues-Sun 5-11 pm
F6-13:B1

! THIS SPACE CAN BE YOURS !

tising infocall:

%2) 8667-6655 x243




Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

%*Love Is Around Us Sing for

Charity

Sat, Jan 1 at 7:00 pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall(E4 0 7&6H)

505, Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (Hdbifi{=5iksrd
B5055%)

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Tickets: NT$1000-3000

In order to broadcast peaceful information
about public welfare and celebrate the 7th
anniversary of Beautiful Life Television, BLTV
will hold a big concert on Jan 1st.

Dong Zhi-cheng and Xia Yu-zhu will host the
show. Singers will include Ran Xiao-ling, Xie
Lei, Wang Hui-lian, Xie Xiao-yu; Xiao Qiang,
Lin Zhi-ying, Zhong Han-liang, Yi Neng-jing,
Zhang Shan-wei, and Pan Yue-yun.

% The Brave Man Concert

Fri, Dec 31, 8:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center (5L
sy ), No.1, Sec 5, Xinyi Rd, Xinyi Dis-
trict, Taipei (5L {EFEEE TLEE—57)

Tel:(02) 2723-2535

Ticket:NT$900-2500

Popular signer Bobby Chen ([iiFf) will usher
in 2005 with a show that has become a tra-
dition. This will be his 10th consecutive New
Year's Eve concert. Chen sings folk songs and
ballads and is a master performer and come-
dian. He has been called Taiwan's Bob Dylan,
though for the recent bar fight that made
him famous, perhaps Taiwan's Johnny Cash is
more appropriate.

YMao Lin Rave

Fri, Dec 31 to Sun, Jan 2

Near Kaohsiung - 8km from the gate at Mao Lin
Tickets: NT$500 for 1 day, or NTS for 3 days
at the door. In advance, NT$300 for 1day,
NTS$500 3 days at 201 Jung Shan 1st Rd. or
call Dominic 0911-159-748.

The Annual Mao Lin Rave is a three day
event where you can let your hair down and
no doubt amuse yourself with, well, BYOD. 8
DJs and 15 bands. There will be toilets,
food, and a 24 hr. bar on site. Take your
own camping equipment or call Dominic at
the above number for hotel reservation.
YwDa Bomb

Fri, Dec 31

Golden Plaza Rooftop 19 F in Taichung

Tix: info not available

Chifunk throws this big party on a highrise
rooftop recreation area in downtown Taichung
with 15 DJs, 4 bands, and live performances.
DJs are Chi Funk, Paul Energy, Sundance Kid,
Alex D + MC, Rainbowarrior + Milkmen, Cad-
dywampus, Co Star, Provisoir, DJ Han, DJ
Poverty, and DJ Pressplay. Bands are
Shlumpy, The Anglers, Milk, and Rocket Girl.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

Y Blue Note

)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

(ke i = B 715744%)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week, from
9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows. Mon-
days and Wednesdays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: Jazz Improvisation, hosted by UNO,
a member of Jive Stakes Band who plays pi-
ano, NT $250 minimum + 10%. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION QUARTET, NT$250 minimum +
10%. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS, NT$300 mini-
mum + 10%. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz
quartet plus a vocalist, NT$300 minimum +
10%. Sundays: TRIO JAZZ, including two play-
ers from Japan, NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&5dLmfA{CE1015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz, nightly from 9:30pm. Fridays and Satur-
days: IMPRESSION, NT$600 minimum + 10%. Sun-
days: Latin jazz and salsa dancing, NT$380 mini-
mum + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(KRB

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (%L 21 6755%)
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

Every second Wednesday: WORD, an open mic
night for poetry, spoken word, oratory and
play acting, 9pm. Thursdays: Live Jam, an
open mic night for musical jams, from 9pm.
Saturdays: NT$500 all you can drink, Rock n
Roll High School, metal, 80s, rap, electro,
dancehall, and punk by DJs CHERRY WINE
and FERRIS. Fri, Dec 31: New Year's Eve Par-
ty w/ midnight countdown, live band, NT$100
for 5 shots special, NT$500 minimum.

% The Living Room

(N EEEEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E Rd, Sec 5, Taipei (Hdbrird
U5 B8R 3

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Tuesdays: J.T. JAZZ TRIO,
Japanese drummer DAFU GANSHI brings the
newest jazz you'll find in Taipei, 9:30pm, no
cover. Wednesdays: Showcase Jam, a great op-
portunity to meet other musicians, try out
new material or just jam, 9:30pm-12:30am,
no cover. Thursdays: Word Play, poems,
prose, rap, jokers, short stories, and other
spoken forms. Hosted by TRUE DALEY, 9:
30pm, no cover. Fri, Dec 31: New Year's Par-
ty with "Taller de Flamenco", bring in 2005
with some Flamenco dancing, featuring” Taller
de Flamenco,"12am.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERINYEEE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (SE RS ESHETTER 1),
intersection of Shinhai Rd and Shinsheng S Rd
Tel: (02) 8369-5656

Website: www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Sat, Dec26:New Vision
Jazz Band G FlET 144 ), 3pm, no cover.
Sun, Jan 2:KANG DE and THE BUSYMIND (5
& the busy mind), guitar, piano, 3pm, no
cover. Sat, Jan8:Rocco Band, Jazz, 8pm,
NT$250w/drink.

% Peshawar

(= IT)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (¢ 4L AR
804:347%)

Tel: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian setting.
Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:30pm,
NT $250 w/ drink. Sat, Jan 1: No perfor-
mances scheduled. Sat, Jan 8:The Jolly Mortals,
live original acoustic music from earth-based
human singer-songwriter.

% Riverside Music Cafe
(5 )

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

(BT e TR 3P 2444525%B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, NT$250, unless
otherwise noted. Fri, Dec 31: Riverside All
Stars Band (J54Ef3 -1 KREl%E), jazz. Sat, Jan
1: ZAYIN and Champion, rock.

% Underworld

(Gt TikEr)

45 Shihda Rd, Taipei (&5dbififliARg45%55%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. U434 ), rock.Fri, Dec31:
LTK (E7ki%2Niitk), DI WAN TING (#ifs:) + ZHE
YU (#7f) + A KUAN (fiE) + ZHI JIAN (GEGER)
(Randy), NT$500 w/ 2 drinks. Sat, Jan 1: 3j
&4 (LADYBUG )and Manu Chao/Mano Negra. LAP
DANCE NEW YEAR PARTY, DJ ZONG MING (5%
HH ) (the Boss) and Ladybug (% #%) and ZHI
JIAN (E%)(Randy), NT $300. Thu, Jan 6:BAD
DAUGHTER (% 7z 54, )and CLAIRE. Fri, Jan 7:
WANG FU (HFji#). Sat, Jan 8: TIZZY BAC and
SHI SAN (}522).

% The Wall

GE)

B1, No 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (& ALTi#E T
G VY B¢ 2005B1)

Tel: (02) 2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT$500,
less in advance, and admission includes a
drink. ¥ Fri, Dec 31: "Let's Go Rock'n Reggae"
End of 2004 w/ JINDOWIN, THE DEPORTED,
punk, RED | & VUKKAE POSSE, OBROTHAZ
SOUND SYSTEM, zouk, reggae, calypso, 9pm,
NT$500. Sat, Jan 1: "Let's Girl Party" w/BB
BOMB (BBiii), BRACES (%4 %), CANDY WIND
(B 54), PEPERCATS (##3f), HOTPINK, OR-
ANGE DOLL ( f#& % #F ), girl punkers and
pop-rockers, 9pm, NT$300. Wed, Jan 5:Show
Time, JARN JAM (L —%144E]), 9pm, NTS$300.
Fri, Jan 7: A Tribute to Others IlI, NIU Pl ZHI
(42 #%), CHASING SPARROW (iEJiii4£), HIND-
SIGHT 20/20 (Ot:54f33E), ZHU TIN (3F23%), KbN
(HLELES), 9pm, NTS$300.

Y % Witch House

(ZZHRE)

7 Lane 56, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd, (&dLifi#T
‘RS 3EE568R757)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Food served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT$250 w/
drink. Thu, Dec 30: OPEN EYE (F#(I#%%), gui-
tar and accordion plus a singer. Fri, Dec 31:
PANAI (/\#]5) & 831 BAND, a powerful female
aboriginal singer/songwriter on acoustic guitar

and vocals with her favorite backing band.
Sat, Jan 1: NEON, power indie-pop.

Dance Clubs

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&1L
FElERE—EE85fB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Fridays: NT $500 w/
drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300 w/
drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday of
the month is Lady's Nite, women get in free.
Saturdays: NT$500 w/ drink or NT$300 w/
drink b4 1am. Fri, Dec 31: New Year's Eve
Party, DJx 2, TIGER+STONE, JIMMY CHEN+VIC
TOR CHENG, GRAVITY+ERIC HUANG, JOE+ TEDDY
DONG, NT$600 in advance or NT$800. Sat,
Jan 8: Peace Division, CLIVE HENRY and EDDIE
NIGUEL with resident DJs, NT $500 in ad-
vance.

% %BOBO

No 2, Sec 3, Dong Hsing Rd, Taichong (&
AR Bl = B %)

A new lounge-club in Tai Chung opened on
Dec 18. There will be a drink, gift or ticket
special everyday from Dec 18 to Jan 1 as
part of BOBO & Chi Funk's 12 Dayz of Christ-
mas Holiday Festivities. Fri, Dec 31: Curfew - a
Chifunk affair w/ DJs @LLEN, EDMUND + Spe-
cial Surprize Guests. Sat, Jan 1: Happy Every-
thing, another Free Party from Chi Funk.

Y Boven

437 Sec 5, Zhongshan N Rd, Shilin District,
Taipei (FALTT AR LALES TLER437459%)

A Shilin-area restaurant/lounge with weekend
dance events. Fridays: Aaaportis presents dance
music 11pm-5am, DJ EDMUND and friends, no
cover.

*Club 75

B1 Neo19, 22 Song- Shou Rd, Taipei (% LT
FAZSE2255B1)

TEL: (02) 8786-1590

Web: www.club75.com.tw

Club 75 moved from Tianmu to Taipei's finan-
cial center at the Neo 19 building. A lavish
decor with great sound and lighting. House
band, lead by Roberto Zayas and Hsiao Pai,
perform nightly Latin and jazz. Wednesdays &
Fridays: Broadway Jazz with guest vocalists.
Thursday & Saturday: Latin & Salsa Dancing.
Weekday & Sunday Minimum: NT$350 + 10%
service charge. Weekend Minimum: NT$500 +
10% service charge. Fri, Dec 31: live Latin band
plus performances from 9:30pm, NT$1000 w/
2 drinks.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
EALT PR VU EL 98571 14)

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, and classy, there's never a
cover and it's in the middle of the Zhongxiao
nightlife district. Weekends: DJs spin hip hop,
sometimes house. Special parties excepted,
no cover. Fri, Dec 31: Private party until
3am, 3-10am NYE after party w/ DJs SL and
SAUCEY, NT$500.

% Fresh

2F, No 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&L
Tl LIRS — B 7R24E)

Tel: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am,
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Saturdays:
the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor lounge are
open until 4am, NT$250.

Lava Bar

B1 Neo 19, 22, Song-shou Rd (&dLTifAzEis22
5B1)

Lava Bar is one of Taipei's newest upscale
dance clubs, located in the basement of the
Neo 19 Building next to Warner Village (en-
trance is on Songren Rd, shared with Alexan-
der Health Club). The club features a spa-
cious dance floor, large booths, and an ele-
vated area for table dancing. Fri, Dec 31:
NYE PARTY: hosted by Liquid Lifestyle Promo-
tions (www.liquid-lifestyle.com), this hip hop,
R&B, and reggae party features DJs Kill,
Wayne, and Analogue, and boasts a never be-

fore seen midnight countdown with a free
midnight Skyy Vodka toast and a balloon drop
with prizes inside. NT$800 cover w/ 1 drink
before 10pm, NT$1000 after 10pm.

Y LUXY

5F, No 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT 2 AR P P 20157 7iA%)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galle-
ria main ballroom, trance, house and progres-
sive in the Lotus room, and more. No sandals
or flip-flops. Wednesdays: twin Ladies' Nights,
Milk party w/ hip hop, r&b, and reggae in
the Galleria, and Sugar party w/ house music
in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or free
b4 10pm, women free all night. Thursdays:
Release Night, NT$500 w/ drink, or half price
with college student ID. Fridays and Saturdays:
NTS$700, NT$400 b4 11pm, free b4 10pm.Fri, Dec
31: New Year's Eve Party w/ CARL COX and I-E-
MERGE, NT$1500, NT$1200 advance.

% Ministry of Sound [(MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&G
SETE 831057 K FEE )

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600 or NT$350
b4 11pm. Cab fare up to NT $200 is de-
ductible on entry. % Fri, Dec 31: STEVE
LAWLER, a big name UK DJ, house & tribal,
NT$1200, NT$800 b4 2am. %Sat, Jan 1: DAN-
NY HOWELLS (UK), a randy, cheeky DJ rated
highly internationally, techfunkhouse, NT $700
b4 2am, NT$350 after 2am.

% Club 70s

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(5Eifi/\fEiH4R 13857 1218)

Tel: (02) 3762-1905

Capacity: 200

Interior design and decoration from the 70s,
this is an intimate venue for smoking a cigar
and drinking red wine on one of the couches.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, free cover with
free champagne, NT$500 for men, w/ 1 drink.
Thursdays: "Shag" party series, NT$70, 2-for-1
beers til 12am. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$600
w/ drink. Thu, Dec 30: SHAG TAG with 3
TBA DJ tag teams. Fri, Dec 31: New Year's
Eve Party: Purity of Lucidity Music. 10 punk,
metal and rock bands, djs and vjs. NT$500
b4 12am, NT$700 after. 10pm-4am.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (HLifi/\faFg4E:13857124%)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free and free champagne for
Ladies' Night. % Fri, Dec 31: New Years Eve
Party, DJ TA-SHI and MTV VJ GEORGE.

% Purple

1F, No 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (5L &t
TS PUEL 18257 1F )

Tel: (02) 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat , and tech house until 7am on week-
ends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, 11pm-6am,
free for women, NT$250 for men. Fridays and
Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500 or NT$350 b4
midnight w/ resident DJs TIGER, STONE, SAM,
dk, TEDDY-DONG. Sundays: After parties from
7am-noon, NT$350 or NT$250 after 7am. Closed
other nights. All December: except New Year's,
free admission for one lady accompanied by a
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foreign man w/ ID. % Dec31 and Jan 1: New
Years Eve, DJs TIGER, STONE, SAM, dk, TED-
DY-DONG.

% Roxy 88

161, Sec 1, Jiang-guo S Rd, Taipei ({5dbi%k
B A )

Tel: (02) 2731-9629

Having just opened on Christmas Eve, Roxy 88
is brand-spanking new and the latest rendition
of the Roxys. Every night is a Rock 'n Roll
night, and every Wednesday is Ladie's Night,
free cocktails for ladies.

Fri, Dec 31: New Years Eve midnight count-
down, NT$500 w/ 1 drink.

% Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(GALTH &I IFEES2E:21855B1)

Tel: (02) 2351-5970

Fri, Dec 31: New Year's Eve Party w/ mid-
night countdown, NT$800 w/ NT$200 drink or
food, starting from 7pm.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(LTI LFgEs 1B 15557B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for random mixing
from 1-7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's a
bit dancier than at its sister club (Roxy 99),
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only: NT$300, or NT$150
after 5:30am.

% The Source

1 Sec 1 Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (& L& B ks
— B

Tel: (02) 3393-1678, (02) 3393-1987

A gay/straight bar with a bar on the first lev-
el, dance floor on the second level and
lounge area on the third level. Fridays: Dance
Nation, featuring resident spinner MASTER
BEAT playing pop, tribal, house and Latin mu-
sic until 5am. Fri, Dec 31: New Years Eve
Party w/ midnight countdown, house and pop,
NTS$700 all you can drink, NT$500 if pre-pur-
chased before Fri.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR —EE24955B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though other
styles appear. Sunday to Tuesday, NT $200.
Fridays and Saturdays, NT $350. Wednesdays:
women free for Ladies' night, men NT$300 w/
drink. Thursdays: Rap, R&B and reggae from
DJ BUG and DOMINATION, free entrance and
free drinks all night for ladies, NT $400
all-you-can-drink for men. Fridays: Urban Space
w/hip hop & rock n roll all night, NT$500 w/
drink. Saturdays: Spotlight, live DJs and MCs,
NT$500 w/ drink.

Classical

% NSO Opera Series

Jan 4, at 7:30 pm

National Concert Hall (|57 & 44EE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&AbLiid L
1521.2.15%)

Tickets: NT$400-2000

“Norma" is a two-act opera written in Italian
"Bel Canto" style. Ever since soprano of Greek
parentage Maria Callas reprised the lead role
in the 1950s, the finest sopranos of the world
have felt challenged to sing the part of Nor-
ma. Here Taiwan's very own Tai-Li Chu, a
voice student of Del Monaco and Gobbi, per-
forms in her homeland for the first time in
more than 10 years to sing in "Norma." Li
Huan-hsiung directs and the conductor is the
NSO's Chien Wen-pin.

%An Evening with Hungarian

Cimbalom and NSO

Jan 14, at 7:30 pm

National Concert Hall ([=]%35%4EE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&L L
#%21:215%)

Tickets: NT$300-1500

The traditional Hungarian dulcimer, called a
cimbalom, compliments other musical instru-
ments in the frenzied and light music-making
of gypsies. The NSO has invited Kopatchinski,
who was once requested to compose music
for the horizontal stringed instrument by Hun-
garian-born conductor Gerog Solti, to play the
cimbalom at this concert.

% Keng-Yuen Tseng Violin

Recital

Jan 6 at 7:30 pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 3445%)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbmidLF
#%21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300-1200

A native of Taiwan, Keng-Yuen Tseng began
studying the violin at the age of five and
made his performing debut at the age of sev-
en. Upon his arrival in the United States in
1980, Mr. Tseng was awarded a full scholar-
ship at Manhattan School of Music where he
studied with Erick Friedman and Glenn
Dicterow. Mr. Tseng has performed in recital
and as soloist with orchestras throughout the
US, Europe, Central and South America, and
the Far East, including the National Orchestra
of Belgium, Noordholan Philharmonic, Koninkli-
jk Philharmonic Orkest van Vlaanderen, Ensem-

ble Orchestral de Paris, Simon Bolivar Orques-
ta Sinfonica, Tibilisi Symphony Orchestra and
the Taiwan Symphony. He has appeared at
such venues as the Washington's Kennedy
Center and Phillips Collection, Carnegie Hall,
Palais des Beaux-Arts in Belgium and Theatre
Des Champs-Elysees in Paris. His 1995 perfor-
mance in Beijing was televised throughout Chi-
na. January 6th's performance in Taiwan will
include BEETHOVEN: Sonata for Violin and Pi-
ano, Op.12, No.3; F. CHOPIN: Polonaise Fan-
tasy, Op.61; S. PROKOFIEV: Sonata for Violin
and Piano; LISZT-MILSTEIN: Mephisto Valse No.
1; C. FRANCK: Sonata for Violin and Piano.
Boris Slutsky will play the piano.

% NSO Mahler Cycle V-Mahler
Symphony No.4

Jan 9 at 2:30 pm

National Concert Hall (%% 5448E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dLiid I LFE
#21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets:NT$300-1500

Consisting of nearly fifty orchestrally accompa-
nied vocal works, Gustav Mahler's composition
reveals his great literary and spectacular musi
cal interpretation skills. In his orchestral songs,
the grand "Five Ruckert Songs" highlights the
end of the Romantic Period and "The songs of
a Wayfarer" evoke the pain of a lover's be-
trayal. In the 4th Symphony to be performed
January 9th, Mahler uses pure orchestration to
depict a journey to a heavenly land. Peaceful
and joyful, this symphony is very different
from much of his characteristically stormy
work. This noteworthy symphony marks the
end of Mahler's first composing period and the
beginning of a transformation in composition
style.

Stage
% The Spencers Theatre of

lllusion

Dec 30~31 at 8 pm, Jan 1 at 3pm

Novel Hall (#r%55)

3, Sung-shou Road, Taipei (5ALTHiFATEI35%)
Tickets: NT$600-2000

The Spencers Theatre of llusion, the most
popular magic show in the U.S and six-time
winner of the best performance award for
magic, will come to Taiwan to present a grand
performance.

% The Tempest

Dec 30, Jan 1, Jan 2 at 7:30pm; Dec 31 at 9
pm; Jan 1 at 2:30 pm

National Theatre ([#ZZ5%5I5¢)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (& dbmidLFE
#%21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$400-2000

Film director Tsui Hark combines Peking Opera
and Kun opera style to create a brand new
interpretation of aboriginal song and dance.
After such widely acclaimed works as The
Kingdom of Desire and King Lear, the Contem-
porary Legend Theater is going to produce the
world's first Peking Opera adaptation of Shake-
speare's Tempest.

*The 3 G's

Jan 1, 2 at 7 pm; Jan 2 at 2 pm

National Taiwan Arts Education Center (% &
T2 ER)

No.47, Nanhai Rd, Taipei (G- {LriimiEEIU-57)
Tickets: NT$300-500

Mikado Children's Theatre is the first children's
theatre in Taiwan, and is directed by a for-
eign theatrical expert. "The 3 G's" is the first
production of the Mikado Children's Theatre.
The entire show is performed in English.

NSO Opera Series

Jan 4, at 7:30 pm

National Concert Hall Experimental Theatre ([
FE SR TR )

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (& ALiidLFE
#21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$400-2000

"Norma" is a two-act opera written in Italian
"Bel Canto" style. Ever since soprano of Greek
parentage Maria Callas reprised the lead role
in the 1950's, the finest sopranos of the world
have felt challenged to sing the part of Norma.
Taiwan's very own Tai-Li Chu, a voice student
of Del Monaco and Gobbi, makes a first come-
back in her homeland for the first time in
more than 10 years to sing in "Norma". The
NSO's Wen-Pin Chien convinced her. Huan-hsi-
ung Li, fresh from his successful directing of
"Subway" is the director of "Norma".

wJose Greco Il Flamenco

Dance Company

Jan 7, 8 at 7:30 pm; Jan 8, 9 at 2:30 pm
National Theatre (EZZE%EF¢)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (& dLiid I LFE
#%21,215%%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$500-3000

The Jose Greco Il Flamenco Dance Company
was founded by Jose Greco, a legendary fla-
menco dancer who brought Spanish culture to
unprecedented popularity in the 1950's and
1960's. In 1986, Greco established the compa-
ny for his son, Jose Greco Il. Known by his
nickname, "Pepe," Jose Greco Il has accepted
the performance torch from his father, and
presents a style of flamenco that's both exu-
berant and elegant. Greco II's unique style
combines athleticism, virtuosity, flash and a
touch of ballet (Greco Il began his studies
with Spain's National Ballet at the age of 17).

Happy New Year, and
lum reek!

lang may your

BY WINOPETE

NEW YEAR ACTIVITIES:

At Great Eastern Tavern (336
Changchun Rd), a barbeque will be
held from 8.30pm, apparently for
free, as long as you are buying
plenty of drinks. At Bacchus (176 Xing
An Street, next to G'day Cafe), therelll
be a bely dancing performance from
8-11pm by the Arabesque Belly
Dancing Troupe, who were featured
in last Tuesday's "Taipei Times." There's
also as much as beer you can drink
for NT$1000 from 7-11pm. Over at
Bobwundaye, they are continuing their
Moet champagne special, at
NT$200/glass or NT$1300/bottle.

Moving over to Carnegie's, theyre holding a sumptuous New Year's
Eve dinner at NT$1800 a pop. Pull out yr gold Amex card, felias, for
that one, or hit the ATM b4 walking through the door. All other larger
establishments around fown will be holding special functions foo.
Check with them soon to avoid any sudden unexpected cover
charges.

THE HOGMANAY HAGGIS:

A fraditional Scottish New Year's Eve (Hogmanay) dish is haggis. |
therefore thought it fimely to bring you some information about this
little known Scoftish creature that has played a major role in
Caledonian folk lore and cuisine.

The haggis lives in the Scottish highlands and is native o the
Helbrides.

Unlike sheep, the haggis eats once daily, usually consuming three
fimes its body weight of white heather at one feeding. The best
haggis for eating is the brindle-coated haggis bred on the Isle of Mull.
There is also a much rarer species of haggis called the Gunna
haggis. Furthermore, some researchers have put forward the theory
that the sounds heard by Felix Mendelssohn on his visit to Fingal's
Cave were made by the last remaining aquatic haggis, and not by
the waves of the sea.

The public are allowed to visit haggis farms on Mull all year
around, apart from the rufting seasons of May and October. It is also
little known that the best quality kilts are woven fromn haggis wool. At
the annual Highland haggis wool auctions, a bale of the finest haggis
hair sells for a sum much higher than the world's best Merino or
alpaca wool. Scots fiercely protect their haggis breeding industry.

Back in the early '80s, some Taiwanese businessmen wanted to buy a
haggis farm on the Isle of Coll, but their application was
overwhelmingly rejected by Scotland's Foreign Investment Board.

When shopping for haggis at your butcher, ensure you only choose
the packaged haggis with an Isle of Mull Haggis Breeders' Association
stamp. Beware of imitations, especially from England, as those
eckelfeckin Sassenachs will fry anything. For further information about
the haggis, please refer to "The Haggis," written by Alexander Maclean,
the world's pre-eminent haggisologist. Details on the Internet.

REGIONAL ROAMINGS:

1) Angeles City, Philippines

Standard drinks are mostly 70 pesos (US$1.27), with ladies' drinks
mostly P125 (US$2.27). A new hotel worth consideratfion is the Royal
Amsterdam on Field's Avenue with rooms from USS$S16-120. For
fransportation, try the Seair flight from Manila (about 950 pesos =
US$17.27, including domestic airport tax); check their web site at www.
flyseair.com for the timetable. As usual, many bars have changed
owners and names. Say 'hi' to Melanie and Lamie at Blue Fox. Ii's also
worth infroducing yourself to Lorena (La Bamba), Ivy (The Jungle) and
Nova (Owls' Nest).

In Manila, if you must stay there, Winopete recommends the
Oxford Suites on P.Burgos Street, Makati. Book by intemet and youlll
get a room for 1800 pesos (US$33), otherwise the walk-in rate is about
1/3rd higher.

2) Hekou, China

For night life lovers off the beaten frack, Hekou in south-western
Yunnan on the Vietnamese border, is well worth checking out. The
only inconvenience is that the place is a 12-hour bus ride away from
either Kunming or Hanoi. Once there, youll have a great time. At
least, that's what MJ tells me.

3) Jomtien, Thailand

In the dryer parts of Thailand, Warwick and Colonel Phil
recommend Jomtien, just outside Patftaya. Some good watering holes
suggested are Country Road, Shaggers, Popay and Blind Beggar.
There's probably a good museum too, but they haven't told me about
that yet.

HAPPY DRINKING!

Sena your pub rnews 10 Winquere@ronicn, cornm




The Jose Greco Il Flamenco Dance Company
has completed tours of both Europe and
Japan, and made its U.S. debut in 1996. Ap-
pearing in the Taiwan performance are Jose
Greco Il, La Vida Breve, Cantos Canarios,
Zapateado De Sarasate, Serrana, and Jota De
Aragon,Los Tarantos.

il

% Taiwan vs. India Film

Festival
Dec 31-Jan 21
Spot - Taipei Film House (SGEL#& L SEER),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLfirl]
Jbig — PL185%)

Tel: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: NT$180, festival passes available for
NT$1500

For this film festival, POP Cinema is endeav-
oring to show the story of Indian film and
Bollywood through 21 selected films. Also
mixed in in the interests of cultural compar-
ison are six Taiwanese films from the 1970s
and director Tsai Ming-liang's 1997 art-house
hit, THE HOLE. Among the Indian films one
of the starkest historical juxtapositions is the
pairing of two versions of the well-known
film DEVDAS - both the 1955 original and
2002 recent international hit. The two open-
ing films are Tsai's THE HOLE and director
Mira Nair's VANITY FAIR (2004). Two of the
better known recent films included are MON-
SOON WEDDING and MAIN HOON NA. Expect
lots of singing, dancing, melodrama, and e-
laborate weddings

Museums

% Huashan

(BT S A E®)

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (& ALt/ \fiEpg—
Ee155)

Tel: (02) 2392-6180

Web: www.huashan-ccc.com

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

ART, SOLD, EXHIBITION, CO4 & FANTASY
AND OBJECT: Two shows of the seven-show "
CO4 Taiwan Avante Garde Documents: Nexus
- next to us" will be exhibited at Huashan.
"Art, Sold, Exhibition, CO4", curated by Li
Szu-hsien (7= fE &), looks at the transition
from high art to pop art, and how recent
generations of artists have dealt with the di-
chotomy. "Fantasy and Object’, curated by
Gu Zhengging (FE#RET%), is a selection of 21
contemporary Taiwanese artists. The five
other CO4 shows are at other galleries
around Taipei; for more information see
www.tad.org.tw. Silian Building. Through Jan
23, 2005.

*MOCA Taipei

(BACE HEiGAE)

39 Changan W Rd, Taipei (&L= 2ebEg3955%)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Open: 10:00am to 6:00pm, closed Mondays
% THE RUMOR OF CHINA TOWNS: CHINESE
ARCHITECTURE 2004: Seventeen architects
from Taiwan, Hong Kong, Mainland China,
and Singapore were invited to participate in
this exhibit of contemporary Chinese archi-
tecture. There are two themes, "Dream of
the Red Chamber", which focuses on the na-
ture of Chinese culture within the framework
of globalization, and "Yellow Peril", which
looks at urban Chinese architecture around
the world. Through Jan 16, 2005.
*National Museum of History
(BT FE S )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (5dGiiFaTE#E495%)
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

% National Palace Museum

(B I7 e Ehe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dJLiiZ%
1% T BE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004,
some galleries in the museums east wing
will be closed as part of an ongoing renova-
tion project.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BB EAT8E)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (&Lt
LB = B 18145%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays

% % 2004 TAIPEI BIENNIAL: DO YOU BELIEVE
IN REALITY? This is a major exhibition fea-
turing 32 works from major international
artists and groups reflecting on the "reality”
of political, social, and cultural experiences.
Works on display by some of the worlds
most talked about contemporary artists re-
late to: the reality and falsity of documents
and documentation; the ethics of homeless-
ness, squatting, recycling, and waste in ma-
terialist societies; and art connected to so-
cial activism. Co-curated by Amy Cheng and
Barbara Vanderlinden. Artists/groups include:
Apotik Komik, the Atlas Group, Bili Bidjocka,
Chang Yung-ho, Chen Chieh-jen, David Claer-
bout, Jeremy Deller, Heri Dono, Naoya
Hatakeyama, Jeanne van Heeswijk (with Rolf
Engelen, Siebe Thissen, Frans Vermeer, and
Inbetween), the Kingpins, Rem Koolhaus and
Elia Zenghelis, Kuo I-chen, Franciska Lam-
brecths and Honore d'O, Sze Tsung Leong,
Hongjohn Lin, Long March Foundation, Steve
McQueen, Jen-Luc Moulene, Otobong Nkanga,
Yoko Ono, Gabreil Orozco, Pratchaya
Phinthong, Rags Media Collective, Martha
Rosler, Anri Sala, Maruch Santiz-Gomez, Tsui
Kuang-yu, Agnes  Varda, Apichatpong
Weerasethakul, Yang Fu-dong, and Yeh Wei-li
and Liu Ho-jang. Through Jan 23, 2005.
PILGRIMAGE IN LABYRINTH: Ten years' retro-
spective of artisit Shy Gong's works about
Taiwanese identity. Through Feb 13, 2005.

Galleries

% Hong Gah Museum

(JELFF &1l

5F, No 260, Daye Rd, Taipei (& dbidb#&E
KEE26057515)

Tel: (02) 2825-0034

Open: 9am to 5pm, closed Mondays

LOST WORDS (4: 5% ): Curated by Wang
Pin-hua (7 /% BE). This is one of the seven
shows that are part of the % "CO4 Taiwan
Avante Garde Documenta: Nexus - next to
us" exhibition series, displaying the state of
affairs in Taiwan's contemporary art. Through
Jan 16, 2005.

*IT Park Art Gallery

()
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (&Liif/t k4058
2-314)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

Open: 1pm to 10pm, Tue - Sat

ONE MORE GLANCE: Two mixed-media shows
featuring sculpture, drawing, photography,
installation and other works under the theme
of "12 metaphysicians, a reactive practice of
metaphysical skill." Curated by Su Hui-yu (%f
¥ F-), and organized by Tsong Pu (i i%).
Part one features the works of: Lin
Yun-chiao (#&H5#%), Chui Shin-hao (Ef{E%%),
Kuo Gia-ling (5 3Z#5), Chen Yi-chieh ([ 14
%), Chen Tang-yu (ff4E5), Lai Pei-yu (fA3
¥i); Dec 18 through Jan 8, 2005. The sec-
ond part features the following artists: Lee
Ming-hsueh (Z=HHE2), Wu Yung-chieh (% 5k
i#), Hsu Tang-wei (f##i), Ferng Sheng-shi-

uan (#5J5E), Chen Song-jei (Fitfaili), Cheng
Shih-chun (#f5%#); Jan 15, 2005 through
Feb 12, 2005.

% Nanhai Gallery

(Fd Vg #FR), 19, Sec 2, Chongging S Rd,
Taipei (AALTTEBEFEEE2E1957)

National Culture Association (32 1k & €7 ),1F,
No 15, Chongqging S Rd, Taipei (H4LHiHER
521557 114)

STATE IN PROGRESS - PENETRATION AND
CONNECTION (T RRE— 2B Bl ). Cu-
rated by Zhang Hui-lan (75 & [ ). Part of
CO4. Through Jan 16, 2005.

% Soochow University -

Downtown Campus

(R A EHERY) )

56, Sec 1, Guiyang St, Taipei (&dbiiErksfk1
F£565%)

Tel: (02) 2881-9471

Web: www.scu.edu.tw

Open: 8:00am to 9:30pm, closed Sundays
LEISURE, CELEBRATION, BLESSING (i~ it~
J&l i) Curated by Ban Xiao-xue (if/INZ7).
Part of CO4. Through Jan 16, 2005.

% Taipei County Government
Administration Building
BALRRBURFTBORRE

161, Sec 1, Chungshan Rd, Bangiao City

(B AL T LB —EE16157)

PETTING CREATURE LIBERATION (i 5% i fift ):
Curated by Mei Ding-yan (f ] fit). Part of
CO4. Through Jan 16, 2005.
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