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New York rockers +/- indluding (I 1o righ)) Jomes Baluywt, Palrick Ramos, and Cheis Deaner, play The Woll nexi Tuesdoy {Nov 9).

Indie meets electronica

BE NEW York City baad +/-,
I pronounced “plus-minus," is onc of
thosc young US indie bands that tours

coast to coast in a van, gets noticed by
college radio, and may or may not go on to
be something more. But at least for this
moment In time, they're getting some nods.
Since ;1}3pear1m7 in New York's downtown
scene in 2002, they've won solid praise from
slews of city papers and underground music
magazines, even a positive blorb-review jn
GQ Among other things, they've been
heralded as “the final word on indie rock’s
marriage to clecronica, not o menton a
rcafﬁrmation of everything that's good about
songwriting.” Oo the strength of two CDs
and plenty of wouring, rhev were last month
invited by Sub Pop Records (a label they're
not cven on) to play as part of New York's
main indie-music-critic magner, the CMJ
Music Festival. Next Tuesday (Nov 9), they
play in Talpel as part of their "authentic
Asian food tour," which also 1ncludes nine
stops in Japap at the invimton of a similarly
punctuation-oriented record label, & Records.

+/- druommer and sampler programmer,
Chris Deaner, has been to Tatwan before —
one of those times, in fact, he crashed in roy
apartment. Most of those trips were as part
of a fairly hilarious bluegrass and Klezmer
music - they called it "Jewgrass” — band
called Q, which was based in Austin, Texas
and played at several Spring Screams.

You could probably call +/- a morc
"serious” band, in all senses of the word.
The wjo stacted as an offshoot of Versus, a
respected indie rock group that had been
tooling around New York since the early
1990s, but gradually drifted aparc as the two
brothers involved developed side projects.
One of the brothers, James Baluyut, on
guitar, keyboards, and vocals, brought his
chub-ctrevit cred w0 +/-, forming up with
another guitarise/singer Patrick Ramos. When
they found Deaner, they finally had a
percussionist who could use both a drum kit
and a computer. By email, Deaner described
his tole as providing “"a hybuid of electronic
(or sampled) deum rracks and 'live' tracks that
I have played in a scudio."

The band's sound takes the moodiness of
a lot of post-rock and ambient electronica
and gives it the discipline of song structure.
Vocals are earnest and searching, buc it's not
pure shoe-gazer music even though that
tendency is a major one. The band's video
for the song "Trapped Under Jce Floes"”
offers a good visuval complement. It was
directed by Deaner, who wrote that all the
footage was “shot during our second full
length US tour. What I did was set up a
camera on the dashboard of the tour van
(Ford Club Wagon). The camera has a setting
that will automatically take .5 seconds of
footage every 10 minutes. So cveryday 1
would set the camera in the same place on
the dash board and wrn her on, capturing
the 5-12 hours we werc driving that day.
After teturning from tour | edited the foorage
to the thythm of the song.”

Now, the Ford Club Wagon — proof of
life on the economic margins — and so
many other things about +/- scream out
"indie.” So in emuhng Deaner, I took the
oppoxtumt) o ask: What's up with e whole
"indie" thing now that so much music claims
the rider His answer was not bad: "l see
'indie’ music the same way 1 saw 'aliernative’
music in the 90s. At ope pojot In time the
name indie was appropriate, when bands with
a DIY awitude were becoming increasingly
popular. This rarely applies now (to the
bands that are labeled 'indie") because there
has been a tangible commercial want for that
sound. The ‘movement’ is sdll viable in that
jndependent music (music created by,
recorded by, and distributed by non-corporate
entities) is 2 necessity."

In Taiwan, +/- has so far released one
double CD on Taipet's Whire Wabbir Records
label encompassing most of their recorded
music to date. On the band's web site (www.
plusmin.us), they call it their "favorite release
so fac”

+/- will play at The Wall (G&fid) with
local hardcore band Hindsight 20/20 next
Tucsday in a show sardng at 9pm. The Wall
is located at B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
AL AEEVYES 200 5% B1) and tickets cost
NTS650, or NT$550 in advance. -Dswad Fraaer

BH)3345%
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PHOTO +/-

Laptop-pop

Pursuant to the +/- vibe, this Friday
(Nov. 5), Nowhere Cafe will host Lap Dance
Party Lap-pop. Not really having anything to
do with Tainan-style gentlemen’s clubs, this
will be a gathering of local musicians and
DJs ioto laprop-compurter-produced and
-performed music. The mood will be
downiempo-ish and cecebral, and expect the
music makers — inclading Varo, Tree Jr.,
Mr. 78, and Randy — to spend most of
their time working touchpads, levers, and
dials. As to what's in their digin! record
bags, we know for a fact they're into two
artists they've already mapaged to bring to
Tape this year, Caprol KK and Fourtet, and
similar indie electronica aces Notwist, Poscal
Service, Tex la Homa, Telefon Tel Aviv, and
Manitoba have also been named. Too bad
they cap't send the music straight to your
brain using Bluctooth, though acrually, the
effect might not be all thac different.

\]owhere Cafe (AITTE) is at 1, Lane 60,
Secton 3, Shinsheag S. Rd, T’(upel (I:IZHZI_‘E
HAEEEK R 60 2 1 B9). The cvene sarts
ac 9pm, and entrance costs NT$300, or NT
§250 if vou have a flyer.-DF

Asian-American MC

So Jin Tha MC is this 21-year-old
Chinese-American kid from Aiamj who won
some a rap battles on the US cable station
BET (Black Entertainment Television) and is
now a minor pop culture phenomenon,
having been signed to the Ruff Ryders D]
crew (DMX is his best known label-mate)
and acted in the film 2 Fasr 2 Furwows (he
was Jimmy the mechanic). In the video fot
his song “Tearn Chinese,” the chorus, which
is dirccted at a2 couple of homchoys watching
him i1n a video on TV, goes: "Ya'll gonna
learn Chinese. When I mothafuckin come
back, ya'll gonna SPEAK Chinese." Quick
question: does he speak Chinese? The couple
sentences of Cantonese he eried in the video
sounded like crap. Anyway, we may find out
this Saturday (Nov. 6) night. If'll cost
NT$700, or NT§300 before 11pm, at Room
18, located in Warner Village.-£OF
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Delusions of sovereignty

The political idea is based on recognition, but Taiwan ain't got no friends

BY BRIAN L KENNEDY

WHEN US Secrerary of St Colin Powell
was being interviewed last week in Hong
Kong by CNN when he said, “There is only
one Cbina. Tajwan is not independent. lt
does not enjoy sovereigoty as a nation, and
that remains our policy, our firm policy."
And as usual, the local polidcos, pundits, and
media went into 2 mouth foaming caispin.
President Chen was quick to set Powell
straight, a day later saying to visiting former
South Korean president Kim Young-sam,
"Taiwan is absolutwcly 2 sovereign, independent
nadon. I's a great nation, and it absolucely
does not belong o the People's Republic of
China. That is the present siwation, that is
the realiy”

Chen needs a reality check. What Powell
said was 100% accurate. What Chen said was
100% fancasy. It has been interesung o me
over the years to see how both the KMT
and the DPP have mirror image delusions,
and how these mirror image delusions provide
the raison d'etre for the two party's respectve
existences. The KMT's absurd fancasy was
that there 1s one China, that they are its
legitimate government, and that they are going
to tetake the mainland someday with
American help. The DPP has a kind of
mirror image delusion which goes: Taiwan is

a sovereign nation and we are going to
declare independence someday with American
help.

[t is equally Interesting to me to see how
much ink is spilled in print and cyberspace
chat forums about Taiwanese soveceignty.
Forumosa.com, which js a majoc cyber-forum
for ex-pats living in Taiwan, has a constant
stream of discussions about whether Taiwan
is sovereign or not. The question is actually
very simple, very clear, and onc that any firse
vear political science student can answer. The
answer s no.

Let me give you a ten-second introducuon
to the polideal science concept of sovereignry.
Sovereignry is neither a legal issue nor a
historical issue, nor can you "make yourself"
sovereign - except by war, or more correctly,
by winning a war. If you try and fail, there
is no sovereignty prize. The Confederaie
States of America and the Republic of China
on Taiwan being two outstanding examples.

Sovereignty exists when other recognized
govesrnments recognize a government as being
the highest legitimate government of the land
which it clajms. Sovereignty is given by other
sovereign nations. You can nor bestow it on
yourself. And the votes have been in on
Taiwan since it got asked 0 get its ass out
of its UN chair so many years ago.
Sovereignty is a quality kind of like beauty. A

movie star who is “beautiful” is so because
other people say she is. A crazy old street
hag who walks down the streer saying, "l am
a beautiful movie star” 1s not beaunful; she is
pathetic, much like Tawan's claim to
sovercignty. To puc it most crudely, Taiwan
ain't got no friends...got no friends, got no
sovereignty.

The claim thar Taiwan is sovereign is
usually based on three possible confusions.
Many of the pundits base their arguments for
Taiwanese sovereigney on some pscudo-legal
argument that some treaty In the last ceatury
somehow ceded Taiwan to Taiwan or some
such. I must confess 1 never paid much
heed, because as an actorney, | am well
awate of the fact sovercigney is not a
legal/international law issue. The othec thing
that coafuses people is they equate bruted
independence with sovereignty. Tajwao
certainly does have some form of hmited
autonomy but that is not sovereignuy.

Another specifically local confusion is the
belief that if you click your heels together
three times and say "I want to be sovereign,
I want to be sovereign, I waat w be
sovereign” then you will be. Bot remember,
you gotra be wearing the ruby slippers.

Brian L. Kennedy 1s an atormer i Tanwan,
where e wrrtes and reaches on comnsd faw
and fLumar genes.

Follow

Taipei's best music guide, free in 130+ locations:

All Eslite Book Store locations, all FNAC department stores, all Seattle Coffee locations,Riverside Cafe,B1, 2, Lane 244,

Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd (ZH7#& % = Et244#2%%B1), Tungnanya Movie Theater, 3, Lane 136, Roosevelte Rd (% H#& & U &
136#&3%%), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1, Hoping W Rd (F1 # #% 1E50%%), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd (It R E&735%),
Seattle Coffee, 1F, 23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (82 i — Et 2357 14#), Museum of Contemporary Art, 39 Changan W Rd
(LM E39%%), New York Bagels, 28 Yitung St ({#i##7285%%), Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd (# LL|
L8 = E1815%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (#F LI 1k 3§ — & 185f%), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,
Sungchiang Rd (#;T#£97#9%%14#%), Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 39, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({8 L5 i — B2 3995 71%),

G’ day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (#

Z##5180%%), The Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5, Nanjing W Rd (Fg 52 3R % F Ex 857 348),

Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St (FIE#40823%%), Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (i X #45%%B1), Grandma Nitti’ s, 8,
Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Afik #%93#:8%%), Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng St ((R&17675%), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang St (3Z &7123%%),
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd (&£ _£&114-1165%), Mono Mono, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, Anho Rd
(L —E 1278295 175%%) Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (. #F 2% 10%9%), Carnegie’ s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Rd (&Z#1ig — k&
100%%), The Shannon, 6 Tunhua N Rd (F{£ 1t #6%%), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd ({881t 2% 1665%)




Cultural Production

BY DAVID FRAZIER

AST WEEK, after it became known

that 2004 Taipei Biennial co-curator

Amy Cheng boycotted her own
exbibiion due to conflicts with her co-curator
Barbara Vanderlinden, the sparks wenc flying.
The story was covered by me here in POTS
and the Adnsheng Doy (B4, Many in
local art circles also read about it on Cheng's
blog, so fac ber only offictal statement, which
described both her disagreements with
Vanderlinden and also pushed for certain
reforms o the bienmial ieself. Emails
procecded to fly. It was discussed whether
artist Chen Chieh-jen's (BHFE{Z) comments
were xenopbobic — they weren't. See lus
statement below. Both curators, the
exhibidon’s host in the Taipel Fine Arts
Museum (7320 T2 25476E), and our office
were involved in exchanges. At one point, it
seemed that offictal statements from both
Cheng and Vanderindea would matesialize,
but they haven't. It's probably for the berter.
As the dust serdes, it seems that Tawan's
artists arc thinking about the right thing, how
to make a better biennial.

Cuaucisms are beginniag to coalesce, and
they mostly focus on the Taiper Fine Acts
Museum and the biennial's organizadonal
aspects. Hongjohn Lin (MR, one of
about 46 artists who contribated o this year's
biennial, was willing to go on record with
three major issues need to be addressed:
prepatatton ume, funding, and creation of an

THE ARTICLE "The fght for reali” in last
week's POTS iocluded a comment of mine
about Gabriel Orozco's pardeipadon in the
Taipei Biennial. ["Why would anyone from
the west come to see this. If you want to
see Gabriel Orozeco, why come to Tawan?
You cao already see bim in the west and
probably in a much bigger show."] Reading
the arocle without having heard what 1 said
before or after that comment, one could
easily make the mistake that I am againse
invitng international artists, and even more
easily make the mistake that Taiwanese artists
are against dialogues with international art
circles. This is completely contrary to what 1
meant at the tme. In this regard, 1 have
three points of clarificaton:

1} 1 believe that no matter whether we're
speaking of Taiwanese people or people from
other ateas, it 1s pecessary to maintain
continuous dialogues with others. Only
through cononuous dialogues can we better
come to know our world and possibly ac the
same ume come o better know ourselves.

2) In the course of these dialogues, it's
possible that there may be difficlues and
even misunderstandings. Because of these, we
should make our dialogues even broader. One
of the meanings of the Biennial is to create
a stage (platform) for dialogues berween
ardsts from many different arcas. 1 could not
possibly advocate that the Taipei Beinnial
become a self-conuained platform, or
especially rcject the participaton of

What's best f

or the Taipei Biennial?

independent biennial unit

First, accotding to Lin, bienrual curators
need to be named 12 10 18 months before
the cxhibidon opens. This year, the curatorial
undem met only a few days before their ficst
press conference, then had less than five
months before opening day to produce an
exhibinon that would fill two endre floors of
the muscum. For this rcason, an extremcly
low proportion of works were creatcd
specially for chis year's exhibidon, resulting in
coticisms that the show's content was not
especially fresh or able to attract many
1ternatonal critics.

Second is the issue of funding. At around
NTS20 million per biennial, the budget is not
altogether scant, but there have been some
indications it is dghtening. This year, at least
one Buropean arust complained to me that
he was asked by the museum, after arriving
in Taipci, to pay for his own hote! room. All
biennial funding comes from the Taipei City
Government.

The final criticism relates to the museum's
organizagon. Lin would propose the creation
of a special biennia! task force thar would be
fully or largely independent of the moseum.
As things now stand, the museum uses its
regular staff, devoting them to the biennial
for a few months every two vears.

When the dust on the Vanderlinden-Cheng
personality conflict settles, it's becoming quite
clear that these are the salient points that
should be discussed.

The value of foreign artists

outstanding prominent jnternatonal artisrs
(ike Gabriel Orozeo) and international
curators in the Taipei Biennial. If we choose
jsolation, the jmplicagoo would be the death
of the creative force of our regional culture.
As for this Biennial, with the rtopics 1t has
rajsed and the newly added forum, there is
no doubt that it serves Taiwan as a good
foundaton for dialogue.

3) Speaking as an artis;, I pay close
attention to how we ourselves overcome
difficulties 10 make the occasion of the
Taipei Biennial possess more vitality and
creativity, and at the same tme that it have
sufficient funds and time to allow invited
curators, ardsts, and viewers to be able 1o go
greater in-depth in their discusstons and
proceed from thete on to the creation of
new topics for discussion. 1 believe this is
the ditecdon we should wotrk towatds.

I understand that in David |Frazier's)
article, due w0 the limitations of space on a
news PﬂgC, many quesdons were pcrhaps
simplified aod misunderstandings were perhaps
thereby produced. 1 hope that by seiting
things straight, we can resume a true
discussion. This is how te build occasions for
Taipei Biennial with even greater creative
force.

Chen Chielvjen (BHFA)

2rOSIS pargcpanag m this year’s Tapes Brenmil

Delails from four 2004 Taipei Bioanial inslallations (lop to boi-
tom):"My Neck ls Thinner Than o Hoir: A History of the Car
Bomb in the 19751991 Lsbaness Wars”™ by The Alas Group;
"Zethe Westfalen 1/l Ablen Kohlenwaesche, 5. November 2003"
by Naoya Halokeyoma; "Vielnom, 1967, Neor Duc Pho {Racon-

studion  Afler  Hirmishi  Mine)" by David Closrbout; and "Old
City, Huangpu Distria, Shanghai" by Sze Tsung Leang. PHOTOS Téwk
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Falun down

BY WOLF REINHOLD

I ALNWAYS had the impression that Falun
Gong was slighdy kooky Chinese acrobics
with some nickela-pop Indian mysticism
thrown in. There's a big sign for them on
the side of a building on 2a corner in Shihlin
just before you go through the tuane! to
Neibu. 1 don't know if seeing Caucasians
siting Indian-stvle (the other Indians, in this
case) looking setene just before doving into a
long, dark wbe o evenmally be squirted out
i1to the sunshine has any meaning, but after
reading some of the wipe on the leader of
the "movement," I'll buy anything.

The debate on Falun Gong and whether
the huckster master, Li Hongzhi, is a
visionary or simply a slightly menually
disturbed person (is he even human?} has
boiled down mainly to 2 tug-of-war between
Tetsuo, the pragmatc, "According to who
cmct.l\'> And where is the proof?” and
Lizi1118, of the “You've known everything?
No. You'vc looked through other dimensions?
No," school of thought.

Poor Lizi1118 (her real name,
incidencally), she really just wanted o make a
point about the persecution of practitioners in
evil Communist China. "l am not asking
{anyone] to believe in Falun Gong, buc a
person with conscience should oppose the
persecution, respect others' rights of belief
whether he believes or not.”

Hear, hearl.and Tetsuo agrees, well, sort
of: "For better or for worse, Falun Gong is

bang a Gong

History & Culture > Falun Gong (parts 1-3)

outdawed in China. As such, while 1 don't
really agree with it being outawed in the first
place, T could see the logic in arresung
people who persist in breaking this law."

Bur alas, like specrators ar a freak show,
we are not interested in whether the bearded
lady can do calculus or has a finely honed

Fo

om

o
TAIWAN-ORIENTED ONLINE COMMUNITY

woral compass; we want to know how
"Flipper-boy” takes a leak.

Lizi1118: "Master Li tells people the facts
of aliens,.."

He sute does. Asked whar they look like
by Zime /sra magazine, the master said:
"One ype looks lke a human, but has a
nose that is made of bone. Qthers look like
ghosts.” But you knew that....

Certainly the problem in China is thar
anything that brings together an estimated 60
nullion people who claim dey ate just sort
of hangin' out and cacchin’ vibes while heing
suspiciously benign s disturbing for a
one-party political structure. As an old friend
of mine once said, "50 of anything can kill
you,"

Add o this a2 bunch of other
whacked-out shit, like: different races have
individual “biospheres" that should not be
mixed, because mixed-race children are
defective and heaven is segregated; there's a

h c nolg ihe m|n

scr'een we:lfch 3’

two-billion-year-old puclear reactor in Gabon,
Africa; there have been 81 "calamites in the
past, and each ume there were only a few
people who survived”; and that “illness came
from a kind of 'field of karma formed by
black materials,"" whatever the hell that could
possibly mean.

Oddly, Lizill18 seems to have Master
Li's hook, line and sinker firmly imbedded io
her gut. "Falun Dafa has unveiled many
mysteries of the universe. Do not use [a]
ogid way of thinking te judge the great law;
otherwise, this is a being's sorrow forever."

Touching, but fawning over a lunatic, if
you ask me.

Finally, even someone as chronically
uninformed about Falun Gong as me has
heard of the "levitadon" daims. Zine Aszz
asked Li if he knew anyone who could do this.
"David Coppertield. He can levitate and he did
it during performances,” says Li, apparently
without bursting into hysterical giggles.

Lizil 118 replies: "To the miraculous
powers of David, ] bhave no attitude, 1t 18
just a phenomenon.” Yes, my dear..it's called
MAGIC!

One last thing, Li says,
atrains Gong.”

Well, if it's the Gong he wants, it's the
Gong he'll get..problem is, will he leave the
stage?

"He who practices

Wolt™ Rembold s 2 moderaror on Forumosa.
coml, a discussion forum for Tanvan’s onbne
COINNLUNLY.
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'Culi:ural Production [Film]
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Clockwise from left: #27 /oww Gk o dumb local slab af o feen exploitation flick; Angelica Lee plays a shopping puge editor on the froil of a murder-conspiracy scoop (seriously) in the HK blockbuster 4£/

and Osama bin loden on Allozeera lost Friday.

Girlz gone wild

BY BYRON FEI

West Town Girls
L) Taiwan
Directed by Alice Wang

Released: Oct. 29

AS A kid 1 liked watching old teenager
movies. Some had the ability to make me
fecl embarrassed ot uncomforrable, while
others down right wrned me on. | now
know | wasn't the only one that thought,
"My god, was it really like tharz" 1 slowly
realized thar reenagers were completely
miscepresented and misunderstood by the
majority of filmmakers. In most cases,
directors could blame their producers and the
old Hollywood movie factoty of the 1950s,
but, I'm sorry, this film has no excuse.

Wesr 7own Gurfs, a cross between an old
teenage exploitation film and Aborovse, 1s as
wild of a Taiwanese girl gangster story as jt
gets, complete with rockin' scooter racing
scenes and what Jlook like real whip-outs. Bur
if veal ganstas are as stupid as this movie s,
I feel sotry for Taiwan's gangster youth
because they're all going to jal. Liven though
the rteenyboppers in school vniforms at che
Ximending release screening last Wednesday
(Oct. 27) all applauded loudly, 1 think that
this film can only be accepred in Nantou
County as being true to life.

Dicector Alice Wang bas made a
confusing film centered on a gang of three
gitls. Two are half-sisters, sharing the same
father, and both are mothetless, becauvse furst
one mother kiled the other mother, then
their father killed ber. The story is childish at
best, and unless the Taiwan film iodustry
wanted to jovest in a2 movie where the
audience sees through the story bur couldn't
care less because everyone's sexy, they wasted
their money on this film. If you asked me if
I'd recommend seeing it...I would have to
pause, then my answer would be, yes. The
reasons for this are bigger than this column
at the moment. So for now, I have say that
tlus film is perfect.

A-1

(A-15 Hong Kong

Directed by Gordon Chan & Chung
Kai-Cheong

Released: Nov. 5

For -7, producers Gordon Chan
{co-director/scriptwriter), Fruit Chan, and
Jimmy Law have created a generous portrayal
of the Hong Kong media: noble journalists
who hunt down all the facts before running
stories. But make believe is the reason for
going to the theater, and this film is better
than most Hong Kong retreads, with a solid
plot, beautifu! cinematography, and
good-looking characters that can act.

Ling (Lee Sinje) is a columnist that
provides readers with advice on shopping.
She's 1n debt, but that's okay because she has
Kai, a super-sexy photojournalist (Edison
Chen) who has a big crush on her and is
following her around. As the movie begins,
the boyfriend Ling broke up with 2 day
carlier, Peter, dies in a car accident. Two
debt collectors then appear, a funoy guy (Edc
Kot) and aa ex-cop (Anthony Wong), with
an intuition that a came bhas been committed.
This is where the story begins.

As the plot unfolds, some of the things
that happen do go unexplained. But in the
end, who cares, because anyone can fill in
the blanks. 4-71s all one would expect from
the A-list of Ilong Kong's finest.

The new bin Laden video

Released: Oct. 29

If vou haven't seen the latest theatrical release
by Al Queda you should get ADSL or cable
TV. I've been told a million times that "T'V
sucks,” but 1 never listen. Sure I've tread 500
books, the only difference is I read them
during commercial breaks. Some teaders may
wonder how a man can read 500 books in
30-second stncs; the answer is, I'm older
then you.

Now what docs the latest ape from Al
Queda Productions have? Or is this a sorry
remake for American audiences because they
can't read subtitles? The qualiy of the taping

is good, the camera work 1s boring, and

PHOTOS: SHENG DA INTERNATIONAL EMTERTAINMENT, CROWN FILMS, AND REUTERS

Osama bin Ladin's performance shows some
bals that the paying public baso't been
subjected to for some dme. [ would think
such 2 simple production on a limited budger
must have critics reeling, but not this one. |
loved it. Ir's about dme the spodight is raken
off the prime-time, big-budget producdons
forced on us week after week.

How will people react? Most of the time
if a fdmmaker gets arrested for a film, it's
almost guaranteed that they'll be offered a
spot at Columbia University's graduate fim
program. But like a true artisr, 1 think the
star of this film would i down bhis own
big-budget production because he wouldn't
want to be told what to do.

The Golden Horse

The Taiper Golden Horse Film Fesaval has
anaounced the bneup for its 26th year, which
includes 113 featre films from 20 couantuies
and 78 short films from 18 countries to be
shown beirween Nov. 25 and Dec. 5. All
films will be screened at the Hsinyi Warner
Village Cinemas in Taipei. For those that
vacaton in Taichung, a sclecdon of
approximatcly 40 films will also screen at
Tiger Cigy.

The curators have divided this years
fesdval into nine scctons: Masterpieces,
Panorama, Windows to Asia, Made in
Germany, Contempotary Chinese Films, Short
Films and Animation, Filmmakers in Focus,
5th International Digital Shotts Competition
and 2 program of the Chinese language films
nomipated for the 41st Golden Horse
Awards. This year's Filmmakers in Focus
section pays tribute to Japanese cameraman
Noboru Shinoda, Flungarian director Bela
Tarr, and Chor Yuen's adaptations of Ku
Lung's martial arts novels.

On Oct 30, sales of 3,000 limited edidon
Rainbow Packages began at selecred branches
of Eslite Bookstore and FNAC. 1'd tell you
how much they cost, but they're already sold
out. So just know that those 3,000 people, with
14 vouchers each, will receive one-week priorty
allocaton in all ERA Ticketing Systems befote
your general-public opportunity for single-ticket
purchases arrives on Nov. 13. Individual tickets
cost NT$220, NT$190 for students.




Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

**Lap Dance Party Lap-Pop
(higE

Fri, Nov 5, 9pm tll late

Nowhere Cafe ([fivr), 1, Lane 60 Sect!on 3
Shinsheng $. Rd., Taipei (&L
60 B 1 i

Tickets: NTS300, NTS250 w/ flyer

Tel: (02) 2362-524)

Lap-pop refers to vanous types of music
made on laptop computers and their ev-
er-changing forms. Sometimes this kind of
stuff 15 also called indie electronica.
Nowhere Cafe has hosted this group of musi-
clans before and plans to host their events
on a monthly tasis. This time the DJs/musi-
clans are VARO, TREE JR, MR. 78 and
RANDY. As influences, they site Notwist,
Capitol K, Four Tet, Postal Service, Tex la
Homa, Telefon Tel Aviv, and Manitoba.

Y Taiwan Pride 2004

Sat, Nov 6, 1pm

CKS Memorial (7 iFid & H)

Web: http://1106.bdsm.com.tw/

This is Taipei's annual gay pride march, set-
ting out from the CKS Memorial (=7
and ending at the Red House Theatre (ji.
KIER. Leading the way and spinning the m
sic will be DJs VICTOR and JIMMY.

% %k Sainkho Namtchylak Live
in Taipei

Sat, Nov 13, 7:30pm at 2F Zhongshan Hall
(rh|1[E), 98 Yeaping S R (]Li[14 |-i%498:)
Tickets: NTS800 from www.artsticket.com.tw
Sun, Nov 14, 8:30pm at Corndor Cafe (il
IMERD), see Rock and Jazz Clubs below
Tickets: NTS500 w/ drink at the door
Sainkho Namtchylak mixes tradivonal Tuvan
throat singing with modern vocal techniques
and modern and electronic music. Her music
is a bit folky, a bit jarzy, and intense. On
Saturday, November 13 she will perform as
part of the Sainkho Namichylak Trio, with
German Popov and Casper David Sacker. On
Sunday, November 14 she will perform with
Dajuin Yao.

Yw-inds. Prime of Life 2004

concert

Thu-Sat, Nev 11-13 at 7pm

Nangang 101 (ijiE101), 71 Xmgnan St Na
gang Distnet, Tapei Gty (54015
1715

Tickets: NT$1800-2300 through ERA outlets
w-inds. is another of the Japanese bands
capitalizing on the odd punctuation craze.
I's 2 hip hop dance and song trio of RY:
OHE), KEITA and RYUICH!. Their debut single,
"Forever Memones,” was released 1n Mar,
2001, and now they are so popular among
Taiwanese youth that a Uhird performance
date, Friday, Nov. 12, was added to the o-

riginal two.

Rock and Jazz Clubs
*Plue Note

Etf:;m;lo 171, Sec 3, Roosevell Rd, Taipei

,-_: o

s

+,<171 WAL

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week,
from 9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Mondays and Wednesdays: open jams, no
cover. Tuesdays: Jazz Improvisation, hosted
by Uno, a member of JIVE STAKES BAND who
plays piano, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Thurs-
days: NEW DECISION QUARTET, NTS250 mini-

mum + 10%. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS, NT
$300 minimum + 10% .  Saturdays: JIVE
STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a vocalist, NT
$300 mimmum « 10%. Sundays: TRIO JAZZ,
including two players from Japae, NT $250
mimmam + 10%.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (75Li T f41014;)

Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom wath live
jarz, nightly from 9:30pm. Mondays and
Tuesdays: IMPRESSION, jazz with female vocal-
ist, NTS380 rninimum + 10%. Thursdays: IMPRES-
SION BIG BAND, playing swing jazz, NT$380
minimum + 10%. Fridays and Saturdays: M-
PRESSION, NTS600 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
Latin jazz and salsa dancing, NT $380 mini-
mum + 10%.

Y Citizen Cain

(KE )

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (#d[i7
Tel: (02) 2708-4557

Mondays: 2-4-1 Pizza specials Tuesdays NTS150
wings all night. Every second Wednesday:

Hi674%)

WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting, 9pm. Thurs-
days: Live Jam, an open mic night for musi-
cal jams, from 9pm. Fridays: NTS$150 pasta
and NTS$120 wine. Saturdays: NT$500 all you
can drink, Rock n Roll High School, metal,
80s, rap, electro, dancehall, and punk by
DJs CHERRY WINE and FERRIS.

wCosi o Cosi

155, Sec 1, Tunhuva S. Rd (dLrfidiib
B1554%)

Tel: (02) 2771-5883

Italian restaurant wath live jazz starting at
11pm three nights a week. Thursdays: KLAUS
JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES QUARTET.
Saturdays: TWO RING CIRCUS JAZZ TRIO.

*The Living Room
(] [+
3F #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(=:]
R SER8I 3

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Home-style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: DANA WYLIE and her
piano, a versatile Canadian girl brings her
soulful voice, blending jazz, pop, soul, folk,
cabaret, R&B, 8:30pm, no cover. Tuesdays:
J.T. JAZZ TRIO, Japanese drummer Dafu
Ganshi brings the newest jazz youll find in
Taipei, 9:30pm, no cover. Wednesdays: Show-
case Jam, a great opportunity to meet other
musicians, try out new materials or just jam,
9:30pm-12:30am, no cover. Thursdays: Word
Play, poems, prose, rap, jokers, short sto-
ries, and other spoken forms. Hested by Elis-
sa Russel, 9:30pm, no cover. fri, Nov 5:
DANA WYLIE and THE AUDIENCE, Dana, pi-
anist and vocalist, JEZZ (from Ass 9)on drums
and harmonica, with special guests, 10pm,
no charge. Sat, Nov 6: Blues Night w/ BLACK
SHEEP, scorching hot Texas-style guitar and
blues. Fri, Nov 12: THE INCRIMINATORS,
hard-rock duo combines a double-barreled
guitar attack with sweet votal harmonies,
10pm, NTS300 w/ drink. Sat, Nov 13: VITA
SOUL w/ CORBETT, groovy jazz from 605,
10pm, no cover.

wNTU Corridor Cafe

(L FE T
NTU Sports Center 1f (intersection of Shinhal

Road and Shmsheng SRd -
]

T
Tel: (02) 8369 656
Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover vane: Fn Nov 5: Basoon Con-
cert ({ELTFE ey, 8pm, NTSZSO w/
dnnk Sat, Nov 6: CHEN MEN-JUN ([ i
@), piano recital, 3pm, no cover. Sat
: LATIN PIANO MUSIC—THE RHYTHM OF
CUBA AND THE CARIBBEAN SEA ({' JH)
5 — oy L BRI & H 3 7:
30pm, NT$300 w/ drink. Wed Nov 9: ‘I1-1E
MUSICIAN WHO DIED YOUNG (7 Hifr gi- 1y
'), classical, 8pm, NTS200 w/drink. Fri,

Nov 12: ROCCO BAND—A.C. JAZZ, standard,
fusion, and Latin )azz, 8pm, NT$250 w/
drink. Sat, Nov 13: KANG DE (&Fiw) & THE

BUSY MIND, gutar, piano and vocal, 3pm, no
cover, Sat, Novi3: WE) GU LIN concert (U
ev-ts ‘{w‘*“’ IE@r), 8pm, NTSZSO w/ drink.
Sun, Nov 14: TANG DAN-XIANG {(FE L) & LI
MING-QIAN (#E1H7T), classical, 3pm, NT$350
w/ drink. Sun, Nov 14: SAINKHO NAMTCHY-
LAK + DAJUIN YAQ, see Concerts and Events
above, 8:30pm, NT$500 w/ drink. Wed, Nov
17: CHONG FENG CHORUS ( & iE & IE [E
8pm, no cover. fri, Nov 19: TAIPEI
TIONAL THEATRICAL COMPANY (5 1),
traditional Chinese comedy, 8pm, NT$400 w/
drink. Sat, Nov 20: THE CONCERT OF MU
SHU ZHEN & LUO SHU-YI (3T g & H—
ok “Er), piano and cello, 3pm no
cover, Sat, Nov 20: TAIPEl TRADITIONAL THE-
ATRICAL COMPANY (£ HG#4M]), 8pm, NTS400
w/ drink. Sun, Nov 21: TAIPEI TRADITIONAL
THEATRICAL COMPANY (#3714 , 3pm,
NT$400 w/drink.
*Peshawar
(nr <4.J )
3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (L i[FHIA RS
80.H:35%
Tel: (02) 2362-2218
Folk and acoustic music in 2 bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm, NTS250 w/ drink. Sat, Nov 6 and 13:
No performances scheduled.
wRiverside Music Cafe
( H )
Bi, No 2,
Taipei (i el
Tel: (02) 2368 ?310
A live house and cafe in the Gongguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shaws
almost every mght, 9:30pm, NT$250, unless
otherwise noted. Thu, Nov 4: BIBI ZHAQ (%
4ty and SMOOTH 95 Fri, Nov 5: J.E.G.
JAZ7 BAND (iF {1 #F I, ¥4 [H), standard jarz,
Latin, funk, medal, and other jazz strains.
Sat, Nov 6: CIA CIA ({7 [k ) and SUI HAO
SHITERIE). Sun, Nov 7: DOLLY'S PILL-
BOX and CHENG CAO (f27%). Tue, Nov 9: C
MAJOR (C K H), a girl punk band, and FAS-
TROAD (fEiE). Wed, Mov 10. MAGIC GUYS
:fi§) and PING GUO HOU ZI (Hi5ii%T1),

Lane 244 Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,

hard rock. Thu, Nov 11 A TRIBUTE CONCERT
FOR TOM CHANG (5 :). fr, Nov 12:
DELTA ON THE MAIN STREET jazz band. Sat,
Nov 13: LIU JIA (/<) and MOJO, rock. Sun,
Nov 14: PA NA) (L_, <), female, abonginal
singer-songwnter,

Y % Underworild

(i)

Shihda Rd., No. 45 ([ Ea4500)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smohy,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-

mission is NT $250. Thu, Nov 4: CHASING
SPARROW (3| *), post-rock, and HINDSIGHT
20/20, hardcore. Fri , Nov 5: ROCKING

CHAIR (J#4#455), has a Brit-rock feel, and NAI
YOU HA MU (IfFimiyift). Sat, Nov 6: CELLU-
LOID, blues rock, plays a blrthday party for
Ayi CEEEEEASF R - [ [ ).

Nov 11: SOUL STEP + BEAR BABES (pasg H
Fri, Nov 12: COACH (i #x), funk-rock, and

NEON, indie pop led by singer-songwriter
Jun. Sat Mov 13: NYLAS, downtempc, and
CLAIRE (7 &

DUE) (’._,k

7 with MAO ER DUO (4

Fri, Nov 19: -
and C MAJOR (C:ili). Sat, Nov 20: 1976
Bnt-rock-ish.

wThe Wall

I)H’J’ZOO ¥B1)

Tel: (02)2930-0162

Web: www. the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipers rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT$50,
less in advance, and admission includes a
drink. Fri, Nov 5: 8MM SKY, post-punk, TIZZY
BAC, keyboard and female lead singer, EMI-
LY, electronic rock, 9pm, NT$300. Sat, Nov
6: We All Like ro Eat Guavas party with
BRACES (4-%5), ZAYIN (h£3), 88BAWAZ (J\+
SSE AT funky indie rockers, 9pm, NT$300.
Tue, Nov 9: PLUS MINUS, 2 New York-based
downtempo and indie-electronica band, with
HINDSIGHT 20/20, hardcore, 9pm, NT$650.
Fri, Nov 12: TO LUO DA YGU (f8 ), SO

WHAT, A-DE([: ) from Gangster Band (¥
%), Cl KE(#j% 3}, rock.
Sat, Nov 1 [y, ZHAO

ZHI 8) (g B
*Wltch ‘House
(X[

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
L = pg .3‘@‘56&7%)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT$250 w/
drink. Fri, Nov 5: CHEN JIAN NIAN ([ 5)
& AM FAMILY, a stage full of abonginal gui-
tar folk. Sat, Nov 6: NEON, power indie-pop.
Thu, Nov 11: FASTROAD ({{!iE). Fri, Nov 12:
BEAR BABES (HE# H ), rock. Sat, Nov 13:
SAMINGAD ({275} & AM FAMILY, semi-pop
aboriginal singer with a beautiful voice.

Dance Clubs

*AXD
B1, No 8, Sec 1,
L 8HRB1)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646
The latest edition of TeXound, open il
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is a presence. Fndays: NT 5500 w/
drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NTS300 w/
drink for ladies all night. Every 4th friday of
the month is Lady's Mte, women get in free.
Saturdays; NTS500 w/ drnk or NTS$300 w/
drink b4 1am. Sat, Nov 6: DJ ERIC HUANG
exclusive 4-hour free flow with trance, tribal,
breakbeat, progressive sound, NT$500, NT$300
b4 midnight or after 4 am. Fri, Nov 19:
Main Direction Party with OJs TIGER, VICTOR,
JIMMY CHEN, STONE, TEODY, ERIC-HUANG,
GRAVITY, JOE, FLOYED, CHEWIE; and Chic
Direction Party with BREAKBEAST 08, breaks
and thouse, NTS$500, NTS300 b4 rmdnight or
after 4am. Fri, Nov 26: DJ SASHA (nvolver A-
sia Tour, perenmally ranked in the top 5 in
the world by DJ Mag, Sash comes with the
UK label Global Underground, trance and
other elements, 2 hypnotic groove, NT $500
advance, NTS800 at the door.

*Boven

437 Sec 5, Zhongshan N R4, Shilin District,
Taipei (515 KRR L FR437'%)
Fridays:  Aaaports presents dance music
11pm-5am, no cover. Fn, Nov 5: Back2Back
Party w/ 3 OJs spinning house, SL, NY
grooves, NINA, wes! coast vibe, and ED-
MUND, electro-funk style, no cover. Fri, Nov
12: Scorpio Celebration Party. Fri, Nov 19:
Twisted Grooves, DJ SAUCEY, EDMUND. Fn,
Nov 26: Sagittarius Celebration Party.

% Club 70s

Core Pacific Mall, 12F No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(r= L N TEIK4EN138H71258)

Ph: (02 3762- 1905

Capacity: 200

Intenar design and decoration from the 70s,
this is an intimate venue for smoking a oagar

9pm NTS300.

Geelung Rd, Taipei ({50

and drinking red wine on one of the couch-
es. Wednesdays: Ladies Night, free cover
with free champagne, NTS500 for men, w/ 1
drink. Fridays and Saturdays: NT $600 w/
dnnk. Thu., Nov 4: DJ DIZZY, a west coast
house master known for his “snap n funky"
sound. Also the start of a new, regular
Thursday night party senes! Local DJ talent
includes K-FANCY, MAXXX, and HOOKER, NTS$350
w/ drink.

wClub Focus

B1, 88 Sungren Rd (17 1L1
near Warner Village

Tel: (02) 2345-6928

A new club where Bacchus used o be n the
Neo 19 Building. Weekly Saturday night
theme parties, otherwise a style-conscious pi-
anc lounge.

wEden
11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiac E Rd, Taipei
(%,. / 4 ITEY98UE1143)

(02) 6638-9988
Small intimate, and classy, there's never a
cover ang it's in the middle of the Zhongxiao
nightlife district. Weekends: DJs spin hip
hop, sometimes housc, specoial parties ex-

THE {4 883 By

cepted, no cover. Sat, Nov é: Deep Inside
with DJs SL and SAUCEY, deep and
tech-tiouse.
* Fresh

2, 7, Sec 2, Chlnshan S Rd, Tawpei (¥4

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am,
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-

days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

* LUXY

SF 201,

Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Tapei
2P A TIER201 S 42)

2 (02) 2772-1000.
Reservations: (955-904-600
Web: www.luxy-taipei.com
Capacity: 2000
Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the Gal-
leria main ballroom, trance, house and pro-
gresslive 1n the Lotus room, and more. No
sandals or (lp-flops. Wednesdays:  twin
Laches” Nights, MILK, hp hop, r@b, and reg-
gee in the Galleria, and SUGAR, fouse mu-
sic, in the Lotus room, NT$500 for men, or
free b4 10pm, women free all night. Thurs-
days: Release Night, NTS$500 w/ drink, or
half pnce with college student ID. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT $700, N7 5400 b4 11ipm,
free b4 1(0pm. Fri, Nov 5. ZOUK "Rhythm 2"
CD tour with DJ8 from the club Zouk in Sin-
gapore, soulful, Latin, 8razilian, + resident
DJ VERTIGO. Sat, Nov 6: Storm fever, DJs
ANTHANY (VooDooTech), D7 {VooDooTech), £
VAIS.T (Freakuency/ VooDooTech), JOE HO
{the LOOP). Fri, Nov 19: ARMIN VAN BUURIN,
ong of the worlds top DJs, mxing a lot of
rock, such as White Stripes, Nirvana, etc.,
with old-school house beats. Sal, Nov 27:
Double Down, DJ JAZZY JEFF.

% Ministry of Sound IMos)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachrh (HAdEPILE
SRIF B 3106
Tel: (02 8502-1111
The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in Apnl 2004. Its a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damijen Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$400, or
NTS$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NTS350 or free b4 1ipm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NTS600 or NTS350
b4 1ipm. Cab fare up to NT S200 is de-
doctible on entry. Fri, Nov 5: rave party w/
TALL PAUL (UK). Sat, Nov 13 Progres-
sive/Rock B8reakbeat DVJ Party w/ ADAM
FREELAND (UK), the "King of Nu-Skool 8reaks."

*Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(i;-iL AR 380 1248)

Tel: (02) 2362-1600

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, 8 Dboy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
undays, ladies free, men NTS5300 w/ drink.
Sat, Nov 12 & 26: Pur It On! featuring
XLARGE and DJs MYKAL (#77{E), DINO, and
SPYKEE, NTS500, NTS300 w/ Good Choice
Coupon, wear X-large & get nn free.

* Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12f, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (FiLili/\iRiisdE1380 126

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panorarme view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts 3 crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minmimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free and free champagne
for Ladies’ Night.

* Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (=il
PL"<‘182'JJ}L1F)




Tel: (02) 2577-7959
Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies’ Night,
1ipm-6am, free for women, NT$250 for men.
Fridays and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500 or
NTS350 b4 midnight w/ resident DJs TIGER,
STONE, SAM, dk, TEDDY-DONG.. Sundays: Afrer
parties from 7am-noon, NTS350 or NT$250 af-
ter 7am. Closed other nights. All November:
Free entrance for everyone born in November,
show your ID to bartenders to get a speaqal
drink with password: "I love purple”. Every fri-
day in Nov: JeaNs Wear, NTS$350 for wearing
jeans, DJs TEDDY DONG, SAM, TIGER, and STONE.
Y Room 18
81, No 18, Sungshou Rd.
Village complex - &3
Tel: (02) 2345-2778
Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$500.
Fridays and Saturdays: women NT $500, men
NT §700. Saturdays: Mim Skirt Contests, free
entry and free drink for ladies wearing mini
skirts. Sat, Nov 6é: JIN THA MC (USA), and
Asian-American MC from New York's China-
town, will be performing w/ DJ QUICKIE, a
veteran of the LA club scene, NTS700 w/
drink, NT$500 b4 11pm.
% Roxy Vibe
82 No 153, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei

(LT gzr LS 1 e 1555 B2)

(inside the Wamer
FER18HEBTY

A dlmly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends, where any-
thing could happen. This late mght (and often
{ast) stop on the party express offers music
thats a bit dancier than at its sister club
(Roxy 99), but always includine some rock. Open
Fridays, Saturday and holidays only: NT$300, or
NTS150 after 5:30am.

% The Source

1 Roosevelt Road Section 1, Taipei

Tel: (02) 3393-1678 , (02) 3393-1987.

A gay/straight bar with a bar on the first lev-
el, dance floor on the second level and
lounge area on the third level.

* Spin
B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping £ Rd, Talpei (v
P —F 'l'uB1 }

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Music
is stitl rock mixes, though 1t strays into
house, hip-hop and occasionally drum 'n bass.
Sundays: students free. Tuesdays: free by D.M.
Thursdays: women free for Ladies’ night, men
NT$200. Admission: Sunday to Thursday: NTS$200.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT$300.

*TU
BI, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing § Rd, Taiper (73:lL
e FI249%RB1)
Tel (02) 2704 7290
A hotbox dance club where its also fine to
hang by the bar. Mostly hip hop, though other
styles appear. Sunday to Thursday: NT $200.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT $350. Wednesdays:
women free for Ladies' night, men NTS$300 w/
driak. Thursdays: Free entrance and free
drinks all night for ladies, NT $400
all-you-can-dnink for men. Fridays: Urban
Space w/hip hop & rock n roll all mght, NTS500
w/ drink. Saturdays: Spotbght, Gve OJs and
MCs, NTS500 w/ dank.

Classical

YwEmanuel Ax Piano Recital
Sat Nov 6, 7:45pm

National Concert Hall ([ 7%
21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei
?.%21_11',}3) on the nonh side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$500-2000

Emanvel Ax has long been considered one of
classical pigno's reigning masters. He has
earned numerous awards, including a Grammy
for his album of Haydn piano sonatas, and
three more for a collaboration with Yo-Yo Ma.
This is Ax’s second perforrmance in Taiwan.
This time his programs will be nclude
Beethoven's Sonata, Op.2 No.2, and Sonata,
0Op.2 No.3; and Chopin's The Four Ballades.

Y Mahler Symphony No. 2

Resurrection

Sun Nov 7 at 2:30 pm; Mon Mov 8 at 7:30 pm
National Concert Hall (G5 7ame)

Tickets: NTS$300-1500

Upon finishing "Symphony No.1" in 1888,
Gustav Mahler worked for six years on
"Symphony No.2". Mahler's notes on "Symphony
No.2" partly read: "Why do you live? Why do you
grieve? Is everything just a frightening, big joke
YBuchbinder Piano Recital

Fri Nov 12 at 7:30 pm
National Concert Hall (F]% 15440
211, Chungshan S. Rd., Talpel (Gt g
EE,21__¢1,I,L) on the ﬂor‘th side of the plaza
Tickets: NTS300-1500

Automn is the season to listen to Beethoven,
Austrian plano master Rudolf Buchbinder will
be performing some of Beethoven's most
widely recognized and most elegant
compositions. Buchbinder entered the Vienna
Musik Hochschule at the age of flive, and has
since been a frequent performer at Salzburger
Festspiele and many other major international
festivals. He has made over 100 musical
recordings.

o]

"'f""' ||1r )

".1:;'

* Stories of Taipei

Metropolitan
Thu Nov 18 at 7:30 pm
National Concert Hall (]
Tickets: NT$300-1200
The Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir and
Conductor Dirk DuHei have specifically
designed this concert to honor Taiper's
multi-cultural history. They have chosen a
series of unique songs including English sacred
music and secular preces; American jazz,
gospel, and pops; Taiwanese folk songs; and
popular local standards.

Stage
% Kirov Ballet & Kirov

Orchestra

Nov 3, 4, 5, and 6 at 7:45 pm; Nov 7 at 7:30 pm
National Theaue
S. Rd., Taipei (& 7
the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$1500-6000

A double feature of stellar music paired with
brilbant dance with programs as follows. Nov
3: Chopimiana, Le Spectre de la rose, The
Dying Swan, Polovtsian Dances, and Paquita’
Grand Pas. Nov 4-6: Swan Lake. Nov 7:
Nutcracker.

Y Lord of the Dance

Nov 4, 5, 6 and 7 at 7:30 pm; Nov 6 and 7

at 2:30 pm

Tai el Intemat\onal Convention Center (7L

i =N, j, 1, Sec 5, Hsinyr Rd, Taipei (
-5)

T1cket5 NTSSOO 3600 on Nov 4; NTS800-4800

on Nov 5 to 7

The international Irish dance phenomenon,

Lord of the Dance, was very well received

when they performed fhere in January, and

theyre back in Taiwan for only two weeks.

The show combines elements of traditional

Irish and modem forms. Lord of the Dance

will also perform in Tainan on Nov 9 and 10;

in Taichung on Nov 11 and 12; and Kaohsiung

on Nov 13 and 14,

* Shakespeare Unplugged -

Romeo and Juliet

Nov 6 and 7 at 2:30pm and 7:30pm
Expenmental Theater of the National Theatre
(= £a)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipey (54t
5217 14%%) - on the sauth side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$350

Tainan Jen Theaters punky looking adaptation of
that sweet, sad story of teen love gone wrong
*Vanishing of Atayal

Sat, Nov 6 and 7 at 5:30 pm

Huashae (4[] ), 1, Sec 1, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (i ) in the Fruit
Wine Building

Tickets: NT$250-300

Four dance pieces preformed together,
focusing on the choreographer Wen-jpnn Luo's
strugele to find an ethnic and cultural identity
that fits Taiwan's indigenous Atayal tribe.
Performaed by Scarecrow Art ‘N Dance Company.

wTheatre Of Sound: Test the

Wife! Murder the wife!

Nov 11 to 14 at 7:30pr; Nov 13 and 14 at 2:30pm
Expenmental Theatre of the National Theatre
), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (1%
[[HEA21;7 15) - on the south side of
the plaza
Tickets: NT3450

Honan Opera Troupe, masters of traditional
Chinese opera, present an experimental
adaptation of a classic Chinese tale. Modern
rmusic is combined with traditional Honan
opera vocalizations and movement to re-tell
Zhuang Zis parable about the loyalty of his wife.

- on

Sk

* Never Kill Camera Film

Festival

Nov 2 - Nov 14

Spot - Taipei Film House (:
18, Sec 2 Chungshan N. Rd, Talp(_l
S B2 180

Tel: (02) 25117786

Tickets: NTS150, at the door or in advance
from www.artsticket.com.tw

This festival honors independent Taiwanese
directors of narrative and documentary film in
all formats. Most films are shorts, several will
be screened together at each showing. More
than 40 films total will be screened, including
eight films from Taiwanese independent
director Zheng Wen-dang ("
2003 and 2004 Taipei Theme Prize films, Mid-
and feature-length films on the schedule are:
POSTCARD (TH{Z)Fr) 1999, 52 mins, director
Zheng Wen-dang (205t); OCEAN FEVER (fif
Zhy 2004, 109 mins, director Chen Long-nan

); THE BALLADS OF GRANDMOTHERS ([in]
i) 2003, 58 mins, dlrLLtDT L ng hui
T); HAPPY OR NOT (LT |
2002, 65 mins, director Wu ng-yl
GOODBYE DRAGON INN, 2003, 82 mins,
director Tsai Ming-liang. There are also eight
programs of short films. For a complete list of
films and show times visit www.spot.org.tw.

b

olcano pub
belching softly

BY WINOPETE )

UP IN the Zone, Anne of K9 fame
has opened a new watering hole
called Volcano Pub. It is next door
to K9 and opposite Meiliann. The
pub has a Hawaiian theme, with
pictures of beaches and other
Hawaiian bric-a-brac decorating the
walls. There's even a little volcano
outside that spews out steam on the
hour. Despite all this, the formula is
the same as at Anne's other places
(K9, Tokyo Pub, and the original
Aloha Pub of yesteryear), ie. push
customers to buy expensive NT$300
drinks for the gfrls who usually have
conversation skills on par with a mute. Sorry,

but I think

Anne,
vour new investment is only marginally better than backing Ralph
Nader in Tuesday's US election.

MISERS AT MALIBU WEST: For drinkers who like gin and tonics,
rum and Cokes, and other such mixed drinks, beware, should you
enter Malibu West (also in the Zone). Their prices for rum, gin,
vodka, etc. (mosd\ around the NTS180+10% mark) are for the shot
of alcohol only. If you wish to add tonic water, Coke, etc., they'll
stick you for another NT$20+10% o, though this is not xhtcd on the
drinks list. Malibu West is the only phcc I've come across in Taipei
that charges drinkers extra for the mixer. You've been warned.

CHEESE AND PORT NIGHT AT BACCHUS: Bacchus will hold
a cheese and port night from 7-10pm on Wednesday, Nov. 10. The
event will feature several Swiss-style cheeses, a very fine 15yo
Australian tawny port, plus wines. For further informaton, pimsc
contact Bacchus Wine Bar. It's located at 176 Xing An St =8| mif]

B2 1765%).
HEARD ON THE GREAT, GREEN, GREASY GRAPE VINE...

1) Martt Smith's bar in the Shita area is likely to open in
mid-November.

2) Staff disruptions at Tapas indicate a very shaky next few months
for this litde place.

3) Weiss, a German white wine bar I mentioned a few newsletters
ago, is due to open on Nov. 7, assuming the painters and
Lrla/tu: finish on time. \\cms is located at 6, Lane 71, Sec 2,
Anho Rd (BdLTHZRIES — ByT15:635).

4) DV8 has apparently lost its new hot- looking recruits due to a
dispute with the manager.

5) A number of Taipei-based expat pisspots have recently been

buying up apartments in Thailand, eschewing villas in Hsichih.
Why's that 1 wonder?

SOME SHANGHAI HOT SPOTS: As I've just returned from
Shanghai, and knowing some of you are heading that way soon,
here's the drum on a few of my favorite Shanghai hang-outs:

1) The Blarney Stone (52 Dongping Rd): This is a laid-back Irish
place with good food and Irish singing most nights. Amy will
always put a nice shamrock on your Guinness.

2) Spccd\\c (29 Dongping Rd): "apccd\w,ll boasts a large selection of
pool-shooting, dice- \iammmg, eye-lid batting sweethearts all
hankering for a drink. Good music here too. Take note, Jonathan.

3) Cloud 9 (87th floor, Grand Hyatt Hotel, Pudong) is a very swish
place with superb views of Shan&hal, smog considering. Perched

so high, yvou'll understand that the prices are up there too. Worth
visiting at least once.

4) Real Shanghai Cafe (253 Huashan Rd): This is a decent place for
a mid-evening beer and banter with the bar chicks before
submerging into the ]u!u Rd slime around the corner. Real
Shanghai Cafe is opposite the Hilton Hotel. Say hello to Celine
and Sissy.

SO YOU WANT TO OPEN A BAR IN TAIPEL..: T sull
occasionally hear people say they'd like to open a bar in Taipei. Save
on the market research costs and heed Winopete's advice: open a
Pachinko pinball parlor instead. Be realistic, not optimistic.

HAPPY DRINKING!!

Send your pub news o winoperc@Zhonnat com




Museums
wHuashan

(| LA ERR)

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (&L
FE1%)

Tel: (02) 2392-6180

Web: www.huashan-ccc.com

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

THE PURSUIT OF LUMINOSITY: Artist Yin
Cheng's new paintings mix Chinese landscape
styles with Western landscape and still bfe
styles to explore the nature of space. Fruit
Wine 8ulding. Through Nov 7.

RAG TOWER: Caoimhghin OFraithile's
handmade pieces evoke rural life in (reland,
and honor the space at Huashan. The Tower.
Through Nov 14,

EXTENSION OF SPACE: SOLO EXHIBITION OF
CHI MAN LAl: Using rew matenals including
bronze and paper, Chi Man Lai creates
preces to represent spapal tension. Fruit
Wine 8uilding. Nov 13 throush Nov 28.

* National Museum of History
(LI5S W)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (#1dLif
Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw
Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

AN EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR AND
PAINTED POTTERY. Through Dec 31.

#494k)

and Barbara Vanderlinden. Artists/sroups
include: Apotik Komik, the Atlas Group, 8ili
8idjocka, Chang Yung-ho, Chen Chieh-jen,
David Claerbout, Jererny Deller, Herm Dono,
Naoya Hatakeyama, Jeanae van Heeswijk
(with Rolf £ngelen, Siebe Thissen, Frans
Vermeer, and Inbetween), the Kingpins, Rem
Koolhaus and Elia Zenghels, Kuo (-chen,
Franciska Lambrecths and Horore d'0, Sze
Tsung Leong, Hongjohn Lin, Long March
Foundation, Steve McQueen, Jen-Luc
Moulene, Otobong Nkanga, Yoko Ono, Gabreil
Orozco, Pratchaya Phinthong, Rags Media
Collective, Martha Rosler, Anri Sala, Maruch
Santiz-Gomez, Tsui Kuang-yu, Agnes Varda,
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, Yang fu-dong,
and Yeh Wei-li and Lwu Ho-jang. Through Jan
23, 2005.

REALM OF FEELINGS - A DIALOGUE OF
CALUIGRAPHY AND SPACE: TONG YANG-TZE
AND RAY CHEN. A set of calligraphy pieces,
each 8 meters wide, designed by calligrapher
Tong Yang-Tze with the help of Ray Chen,
specifically for the space in TFAM. Through
Dec 5.

Galleries

wFNAC - Asia World

(TR U RARE )

81, 337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (¥dli7
I SRSEES = BE33TR BY)

Tel: (02) 8712-0331

Open: 11am to 9pm Mon to Sun

THE WORLO AS PERCEIVED BY MR. EVEBALL:
Donning a giant eyeball for a head, Mr.
Eyeball s the alter-ego of Chen Bo-wei. Here
he collaborates with photographer Franco
Wwang, using photography, clothing, writing,
and actors to create a new world view.
Through Nov 13.

wIT Paric Art Gallery

()it 23

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipefi (JLT7(THi{H40452-345)
Tel: (02) 2507-7243

DAYDREAM: A solo exhibition by Chang
Geng-hwa. A mechanico-optical installation of
flying machines and projected images.
Through Nov 6.

*Lin & Keng Gallery

R AT

1F, 11, Lane 252, Dunhua S. Rd, Sec. 1,
Taipel (i 225245113

Tel: (02) 2750-8811

Open: 11am to 7pm, closed Mondays

TENDER 1S THE NIGHT: traditional Chinese
watercolor painting with a modern sensibility
from artist Cheng Tsai-tung. Through Nov 10.
YMolrelax Cafe

20, Lane 60, Taishun St {7540
Ph: (02) 2367-7714

Web: www.morelax.com
Open: 2pm to 2am, closed Tuesdays

LOVE SONGS: An exhibition of photographs by
Patrick Tsai. Through Nov 23.

FHT604:20%3)

fNanhai Gallery

(i T)

Chung-ching South Road, Section 2, Lane 19,
# 3, Taipei (FLitiro HES L EM 9E3E)
Tel: 02-2392-5080
Open: 2pm to 9:30pm, Wed to Sun
RELATIONSHIP CRISIS HOTLINE: Part of an
ongoing series, "Everything is Dangerous”,
from artist Susan Kendzulak, this exhibition
focuses on the dangerous empotions that are
part of relationships and often result in pain,
eroticism, and emotional liberation. Through
Nov 7.

K TIVAC

EiEE AT L)

No. 1, Lane 45, Liaoning St.Taipei (104751(
T[S A 295 1 )

Tel: (02) 2773-3347

Web: http://tivac.net

Open: 1lam to 7pm Mon to Fr, and 1iam
to 5pm Sat and Sun

THE THIRD SERIAL OF TWENTIETH CENTURY
GREAT PHOTOGRAPHERS: EDWARD WESTON.
This special exhibition includes two of
modernist photographer Edward Weston's maost
famous series, ‘Pepper No. 30", and "Shells",
along with a variety of landscapes and nudes
from 1920 to 1946. As part of this
exhibition, TIVAC will also screen a
documentary about the artist, Remembering
Edward Weston, a few times every
afternoon. Through Nov 25.
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CZECH BAROQUE ARCHITECTURE ART
PHOTOGRAPHY. An exhibition of photographs
from Czech photographer Vladimir Uher for
all of you architecture nuts. Through Nov 21.
CHEN YUN-CHENG HUNDRED-YEAR
RETROSPECTIVE: An exhibition of works by
the famous calligrapher Chen Yun-cheng.
Through Nov 21.

GU CHONG-GUANG PAINTING EXHIBITION: Oil
landscapes from painter Gu Chong-guang.
Through Nov 21.

)
ILLUSTRATION: LEOR 04 ).\

)
O N

i

accumulated over a thousand years by
Chinese emperors and ncludes ceramics,
porcelain, calligraphy, painting, ritual

B

Send your event mnformalion EUC}’("PX’?T‘, E— #,‘;’1““42”'1 THAT Sourmg
to: EXLIa@IINPA0. com %ﬁ% o Comae Chingg 1€
' : ' 07 comye Bopx || MACHINE
* National Palace Museum MoMenye EVEE' oy
(BT HCE AR ) : Te

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipes (1117 = VIRpc',VIa‘L
L FE2207) -
Tel: (02) 2881-2021 r
web: www.npm.gav.tw - - ‘

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun ‘«q
The National Palace Museum collection was '7}’ ).

JeAY AND THA¢ ’
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bronzes, jade, lac_qyer wares, cuno cab_inets, ‘YJCK v I WANN
crame s, g secesones, s | NOT Mg Hoin | Jean1r  [[car pop [| kok..
2004, some galleries in the museums east A v7 MENAC‘)E I SHow TATE LIKE SToP. .. RewiTay W
wing will be closed as part of an ongoing I6L W7 THEM MY BA THt pop T ® o4

) : N NANA T he MACHINE 6o
renovation project. BET ’ JUQ"EAD' ‘C‘PLI ) ATE THJ”9 Pagq .
A PICTURE IS WORTH MORE THAN A TY. - T! T, WAy WHEpF GET Your onN!
THOUSAND WORDS: Selections of illustrations T6 ¥AR. T Megy You Te PPIB €

from a wide variety of Chinese texts. Pieces
on dwsplay include woodblock prints,
handwritten books, and stone rubbings.
Gallery 204,

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION
OF MR. PENG XAI-DONG'S DONATION: This
new exhibition of 358 pieces ncludes bronze
Buddhist sculpture, ancient ritual pieces, and

BeTry.. LITiee M4y
S 3

(

musical 1struments dating from as far back

as the eleventh century BCE. The pieces are go‘\?,glth(:‘tm Y%(:,:g\é\/eE YeAM. you " NO WAY) /..‘

from Sa_utheast _Asra, Jlapl)afn, Korel_-a, China, YU Sor &L\, A COMEC EVER WDCE 70U MEAN

and India. Special Exhibition Hall. IF 7 cAN Wear MACHINE 'NHAT‘GN( A IWE cotr T Wonp

DONATED PAINTING ARD CALLIGRAPHY. A THIS HAT Arba 1 0 FIegpy EVEN G ER WHEN Tup
selection of Chinese brushwork. Gallery 208. v : ‘IKG T0 G4 1 (v THE WOE‘[_
Through Dec 25. | LI3TIN FINDC D
THE ANCIENT ART OF WRITING: SELECTIONS

FROM THE HISTORY OF CHINESE

CALLIGRAPHY. More of the good stuff!
Gallery 272. Through Dec 25.

THE ART AND AESTHETICS OF FORM:
SELECTIONS FROM THE HISTORY OF CHINESE
PAINTING: Gallery 210. Through Dec 25.

K Taipei Fine Arts Museum

(b

181 hungsh: N. Rd, Taipei ($j:Lili

g e AR
Tel: (02) 2595-7656 1T Wil Be Tic 0 T cchopu
Web: www.tfam.gov.tw BIGGesy COOLFS[ OR AND ‘feu
Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays THE WorLD EVER AL, YoLP

* %2004 TAIPEI BIENNIAL: DO YOU BEUEVE | | CAN Ypu TmA Keowi, } 15 cotenps You
(N REALITY? This is a major exhbition ALL OF ¢A Gine FUCKED
featuring 32 works from major international HA ) ”ADA CBUtD WONDEF
artists and groups reflecting on the ‘reality” “E QEX wlm uomﬁd

of political, social, and cultural experiences.
Works on display by some of the world's
most talked about contemporary artists
relate to: the reality and faloity of
documents and documentation; the ethics of
homelessness, squatting, recycling, and waste
in matenalist societies; and art connected to
social activism. Co-curated by Amy Cheng

SUPERMAN !

LT NLT
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