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Corporate music goes fishing

AIWAN'S CORPORATE music
I industry is getting more and more

interested in the underground rock
scene, not that it always seerps to know what
it's doing. Last Sunday (Sep 19), MTV and
Smitnoff gave NT$ 1 million in puze money
to 2 local punk-funk group called Coach (8
) for winning its Band Huating IT, a new
batde-of-the-bands contest with the istand's
biggest pay off.

I didn't bother to go, bur Will Mounger,
a friend who called from the Warner Village
contest area on Saturday while the finalists
were still playing, gave this report: "Coach
probably deserves to win because they were
better than the other bands. | meaq, they
were good, but they weren't #zar good." Also:
“Tt looked like a concert, but actually it was
a pretty lackadaisical crowd.”

This is pretty typical of a Warmer Village
(or Hsimenting) PR event. Even if you just
showed up with a donkey weating a tutu,
you'd be guaranteed a crowd of hundreds,
probably more. Not that they'd have come to
see what you're sclling, bur you wouldn't tell
that to the sponsor (Smirnoff).

Anyway, Band Hunung II is jusr the
latest example of the Industry trolling the
underground. The record company Avex
Taiwan — a local subsidiary of Japan's largest
record company specializing mostly in J-pop
and mando-pop — hit first this year with a
compilaton of ten club-circuit bands in July,
Rock Super Hor (it was, well, okay). Then
came music543.com with two more
compiladons, /S #7 and J§ #2 (even though
every track was by a diffecent band, it had a
uniform loungy feel). Taiwan's elder statesmen
of live music, Bobby Chen $HRFF), is also
working on a compilation that will come out
late this year on Rock Records. Then there's
the other battle of the bands, the NT$200,
000 Taiwan Indie Rock Awards, that
happened for the third time as part of the
Ho-hai-yan Music Festval (S 2E) in
July.

For all the excitement, MTV and the
record companies are fishing in a relatvely

small pond (and some players are even
casting multiple lines). In the four
compilations and two contests just mentioned,
there ate lots of overlaps. Coach played both
contests and will have two tracks on the
upcoming Bobby Chen CD. Bands XI, Litile
Nurse (NEDI), So What, and Soda Green
ERFT#k) also make multiple appearances.
Then there's indie pop diva Sandy Chan (&
Hifi#E), who produced the two music543.com
compilations and helped judge last weekend's
NT$ 1 million prize.

Another problem is that the Industry is
basically looking for pop stars that can
pander t the entire Greater China market,
and so far they have yet to wm up
underground acts with that kind of
larger-than-life magnedsm. Foc an example,
check out the sorry nu-metal wannabe video
by Monkey Insane (#¥%) now playing on the
music cable channels. Tt's unfortunate, because
they're a fun band live, but on the tube the
blend in all too easily with boy bands like
5566, while looking less good.

Not that I'm upser about Coach getting
all that money. Apparendy, they needed it In
the post-event press release, lead singer ferry
said the first thing he'd use it for was to
"pay off some debts.” Also, they're a good
band. I've seen them play two grear sets this
year, one at The Wall and one at Spring
Scream. A lot of people compare them to
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, but their style is
mote pure funk, some songs even straight
James Brown. Theic lead singer Jerry has a
deep gospel-choir vojce and some hard-to-find
stage presence, working pelvic gyratons,
wearing jock gear, and struttin' with a Barry
White cane. Bur for all thar, T'd mark Coach
as a voung band with potential, not MTV
poster boys. Fortunately, that's not absolutely
bound to happen.

The odd thing about Band Hunting 1l is
that the contest doesn't really do much more
for Coach than give them a million NT
bucks (above the boatrd, anyway). There's no
tecord contract and no video involved o the
deal. MTV will, however, show a two-hour

program about the contest three times (Sep
25 at 11pm, Sep 27 at midnight, and Ocr 3
at 10pm).

MTV's Carol Chen L) said that the
event simply "wants to encourage
underground bands." For now, that could be
true. Last year's winner though, was Monkey
Insane. They used the money (only NT$200,
000 back then) to buy equipment and
become what they are now. Hopefully Coach
will ke a better route. -Dyrrd Frazier

More than 16mm

The Purely 16 Film Carnival @+7S¥37
B2 IR) begins for the fourth time this
weekend, but it's no Jonger simply a
collection of 16mm fims. Originally conceived
as an independent festival for emerging local
filmmakers, it's now expanded to include
media that most young film makers ate now
using, namely DV.

The festival opens Friday, September 24
at 7:30pm with director Lin Yu-xian's (Fk B
B Jump! Bops (FREEIE! E ), an 80
minute DV documentary about boys who
sacrifice the normal elementary school joys,
ke video games and long afternoons at
McDonald's, to wain gymnastics. Also
potentially interesting is Zhe Panr (FHI), a
hortror flick by second-year university student
Ke Meng-rong (19 & f) in which an
andead spirit captured on film cannot be
exorcized. There are twelve films total,
including documentaries, shorts, and fearures.
Though most are by local directors, there will
also be a special presentation of three feature
films and one short from Hong Kong indie
director Zhang Wei-xiong (FRIFELH).

Screenings will take place berween
September 24 and October 8 in Theater A
of the President Theater (ﬁjtﬁ@ﬁﬁiﬁzﬁ
BE), 4F, 59, Section 1, Chunghua Road,
Taipei (BACTTPHERE—E 59 & 4 18).
Tickets are NT$150, available at the theater.
Several films will be scceened each day, some
will include discussions; for a complete
schedule, check www.purelyl6.com.tw. -Sazh
Antkersmur




BY DAVID FLOREY

O I'M in jail getting haggis-faced on

fine single malt, contemplatung the

words of Mohammed. Not the
Prophet, but a fresh-faced Moroccan teen
who'd brerally flushed lus future down the
toilet and T couldn’t help but admire him for
It.

But let's start at the beginning. Many,
many moons ago, I'm a wdtec/editor for a
computer mag in Taiwan which sees a work
visa as non-integral to my employment
package. Ifair enough, except the government
is cracking down oa “tougists” who hop in
and out of the country, teaching English,
dodging taxes, and frequenting bar-top
"language exchapges" — (like blind dates,
except you switch languages once in a4 while
aod have a highec expectation of getting laid).
Not me naturally, but I could be "mistakenly”
lumped in with those ne'er-do-wells.

The other jssue with my tenuously legal
employment js that while interviewing an
executive, he offered me a job with such
whimsical throw-ins as benefits, career
development, and yes an actual work permit!

Off to Thaland for my final visa run as
my work papers are sorted. A quick island
jaunt of carrying on, then back for a big
party with friends and copious duty free
liquor. Ticket and passport — check.
Laphroig and Belvedere — check. Board, fly,

ILLUSTRATION - FLOATY

land at the terminal giddy with excitement.

Terminal — the word never sounded so
ominous. Enter "He Who Shall Make My
Life Hell."

Now, I sympathize with immigradon staff.
Most ate perfecdy nice, if a bit dulled by a
daily deluge of people and passports — like
tide-smoothed rocks, except with badges.
Badges mean a lot if a latent petty tyrant
slithers in among honorable gatekeepers who
cke their way through, scan — type — face
read — {lip — scan — stamp, with
admirable forbearance as they ensute Fidel
Castro doesn't sneak in, while the diminutive
despot sees a uniform as magic armor girding
him to confront unwary travelers and exorcise
his personal demons — male pattern
baldness, halitosis, utter tack of a future, etc.

Grim sneer, tsk tsk, head shakes.
Apparently, he hisses, two years back I
overstayed by a day. Beady eyes bore into
my forehead as he lasciviously paws my
passport. Smiling, 1 reply in Mandatin, funny
that, bit of a mixup, such a dunderhead 1
scheduled my flight the wrong day, left right
away as you sce, paid a fine, filled our a
form, no problem, about to get my work
visa so if I can just go about three steps
forward...

"No, can't enter the country.” What?
Surely a minor snag, come on, just this once,

it'll never happen again...

J've talked my way through before, but
this tune [ actually mean it. The unctuous
little ogre stares at me and growls — "Your
country turned away my cousin, so I tumn
you back."

Shocked, aghast, incredulous. You didn't
just declare that you're using your generally
impotent position for familial vengeance upon
me for something 1'd absolutely nothing to
do with. Your cousin got shafted, completely
unfaigy, but honestdy I wasn't working for
immigradon, or even in the country, and if 1
were I'd have given him the benefit of the
doubt...

"Your country is arrogant, yvou think you
do anything you waat, not today."

Rule #1 — don't get upset. It never
helps and is usually unwarranted. If they hew
oo closely to the rules or seem a bit gruff,
imagine processing thousands of these
transactions evety day, every week, every year.
.. how perky would you be? How individually
would you see each tanned foreigner in loud
cdothes parading past, rolling eyes and tapping
feet, waiting to get on with life, while you
peruse endless passports under sickly yellow
fluorescent lights...

Unbalanced by the absurdity of «t all, ¥
prompdy break Rule #1.




Ate you jnsane? You can claim you're
following rules, or it's a mix up, or I smell
funny and might be smuggling dingo kidneys,
but to stand there and say you're screwing
me over because "my country” wronged your
cousin, really isn't reasonable, it's arbitcary and
wrong. I'm off w another line to find
someone without debilitacing psychosis....Wait,
let go. T might have raised my voice, but
look, he's sall yelling about his cousin aad
'my' immigration policy — see the
disconnect? Wait...wait...

Off to interrogadon, onto the blacklist.
I'm offered a flight back that'll bankrupt me
— last minute airport fares being what they
are. [ don't Jarve w pay. Of course 1 can
never fly again. Otherwise, it's airport jail and
deportadon in the morning.

Who'd have thought? I knew about jail at
Disneyland, but airport jaill hadn't enteced my
mind, but of course — for situations like
this.

Aftec the processing, marching acound,
and tedium of booking, I'm led to 2 dorm
with cots and a dozen faces ranging from
fodorn to bemused — like the diverse ceowd
when you pick up your driver's license. A
businessman from Uruguay, some confused
Scandinavian backpackers, and so on. T sit
between a Thai guy whose name I can't
catch, I'll call him Thaksin, and Mohammed.
The door locks. I haven't been Jocked inside
a room against my will since... well Jast time
in jail. Unnerved, I shrug and bust out the
booze. Who wants a drink? T was homeward
w party anyway. Mohammed, an actual rather
than lip service Muslim declines but

appreciates the gesture. Thaksin's eyes go
shiny and he starts nodding. A few others
partake, the small wlk is light and engaging.
Jn my best James Cagney, I ask — So what
ya i here for? Thaksin starts.

He worked a year to save up half the
price of fake papers to visit Taiwan as a day
laborer. An "uncle" footed the other half. So,
two years salary to finagle minimum wage
12-hour shifts in torrid heat, choking fumes,
and the constant danger of scooter impact.
Of course the forgery was shoddy and he's
caught and heading back, penniless, to work
another yeat just to pay his debt while wrying
to feed his family. He smiles crookedly and
good naturedly with an utter lack of surprise
and takes another swig. I give him a pack of
cigarectes.

Mohammed was 18 and just wanted to
slake his wanderlust. Unfortunately, the
Moroccan government doesn't view this as a
natural rite of passage. You need special
permission to leave and it just wasn't
possible. So he did the next best thing, got a
fake passport on the street and boarded the
first plane he found. His rales of backpacking
through Germany, trekking through China,
and so on aren’t so different from those of
so many from Europe or elsewhere, except
he was btoke and on borrowed time.

Finally on the plane, the jig's up. Some
nods in his direcnon, calls on walkie talkies,
and he slinked stoically to the toilet to
destroy the evidence, leaving himself 4000
meters up, halfway across the globe from
home — no identity, money, ot destination.

What'll happen when you get back? "Oh,

[First Personl]

they never let me leave again, But it was
worth it, I wanted to see the world."

This is why you travel — to meet people
you'd never meet in citcumstances you'd
never predict, and learn a lot about them,
the world, yourself. We had nothing in
common, Thaksin, Mohammed, and 1T —
nothing except we're all screwed. No, they're
screwed. Here 1 was, bitching and moaning,
bound for two months in a hut at a
Buddhist retreat on Koh Phagnon gertting
unned, drinking Sangthip and Red Bull,
chatting with artsts, dancing with lovely
young women at impromptu raves... eventually
reuming to a good job and a world of
oppoctunities open to a prnvileged
overeducated layabout.

They cheerfully talked of returning to face
the music and tying to piece together the
fragments of their lives. They didn't seem
resentful or jaded, though in my mind they'd
every right to be. Such was their lot in life.
And they'd given me the invaluable gift of a
bit of perspective [ doubtless sorely needed.
So we chatted and drank and finally slept. In
the moming, we were herded off, each ro
our fate. We exchanged last handshakes and
smiles and went our separate ways no chaace
of meedng again. Once in a while I think
about Mobammed and hope that brave kid
somehow improbably contaued his jouraey
and I'm glad forune opted to cross our
paths, even if it was in Taiwanese airport jail.

Lavid Florey vsed to dve sa Tajpan. Firsr
LFerson fs a page for mdividuals’ Taivan
experrences. Send jours (o: exoAa@lhpao.com.
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Pop punk EPs
Three semirecent releases

BY ANDY O'BRIEN

Fire E.X.
(K 28)

EP: Revolution
Released: July 2004 on Fei Records

N THE final track of the recent Fire EX. EP ARevoluzon,
O vocalist Sam shouts: "You know what punk is? Punk is no
sex, no money, no making love, no.NO FUTURE!"

After seeing a show by Fire EX. — in English, the band's name
is Fire Extnguisher — it's hard to believe they cut their tecth as a
Bon Jovi cover band playing gigs at high school funcdons, After theee
years, three EPs, and tours to China and Korea, the Kaoshiung band
has established itself as one of the more sought after in Taiwan's
independent rock scene. Although they have yet to put out a full
length alburn, their latest Fei Records release, Aevolion, features four
professionally produced, catchy pop punk tunes and a music video of
their crowd favorite, "Pass Away.”

Sam received his punk rock education at local festivals atound
Taiwan, and his personal wming point came atr the 2002 Say Yes To
Taiwan music festival. After seeing Japan's pop punk trio Softball and
the local Taichung punk band Reproducton %ﬁ%)\), all he could
do was jump up and down and scream out: "So cool!” He promptly
went back to Kaoshiung and jntroduced this sew style of music to
his baad mates. Like many Taiwanese rock bands, Fire EX is always
struggling to create a unique "Taiwanese sound," while taking most of
its influences from Japanese and American pop punk bands. The thing
is, American and Japanese bands do not sing in mandarin oc
Tawanese, and Sam has . After seeing a Fire EX. set, one visiting
Japanese punk vocalist recently remarked, "We could pot make those
melodies if we tried. It's that tonal language.” As the frst truly punk
rock CD released on Fei Records, Aevolutron promises a local future
for the movement.

Jump Jump Egg

(Bhek =)

EP: Graduated = Unemployed? (B2 = 4k 2£2)
Released: May 2004, self-released

ONE DAY, Fei Records head "Anarchy" Alien Liu called me up
and told he was designing flyers for another Anarchy Punk Party. It
was to include a new band from Kaoshiung called, Tiao Tiao Dan
BkDEER), literally "jump jump egg"

“How do vyou say that in English?” he asked.

“What the hell is a jump jump egg?” I asked back.

“You ever watch Japanese pornos? [t's a little vibratng plastic egp.
The girls put them in their vaginas."

"Well, 1 believe you would call that a jump jump egg™ (I was
later informed that particular sex toy is known as "the Rotor.")

When I first saw Jump Jump Egg take the stage at that show, I
was expecting a set of Guns n' Roses covers. After all, 1 hadn't seen
so many mullet hairdos and teen mustaches on a stage since my high

school tleat
show. But after
their performance,
I was so
impressed that |
bought two of
their CD EPs,
one to listen to
and one to send
to a friend back
in the US.

Like most
cucrent Taiwanese
punk bands, they
sing in Chinese,
but the music is
somewhere
between Teen
Idols and the
Ramones. They've
got the good
hooks and catchy choruses, so what's keeping them from wider
popularity? Perhaps one anonymous critic at their last show said it
best: "their vocals...they'te just so..so sisp? The lead singer could do
with a little less flare in his voice and a lirle more grit. But that
doesa't mean the Jump Jump Egg anthem "I'm A Gay" doesn't make
me pound on the dashboard every dme I put the CD in my car
stereo: "I'm a gay, gay, gay-ay-ay! I like 2 man!"

Following Jump Jump Egg's performance at the 2004 Formoz
Fesuval, I noticed a group of Japanese punks watching the show.
They told me they were a band from Kyoto called Pinkloop.

" Prinklogp? What's a pinkloop?"

The bass player responded, "You know that little vibrating egg that
gitls puc in their vaginas...”

Semi-Con

()

EP: Semi-Con Punk Band
Released: April 2004, self-relecsed

AFTER
SPENDING four
years going to
punk and indie
rock shows in
pretentous New
York clubs, it was
refreshing to come
to Taiwan and
find a any,
thriving scene $o
full of passion. |
first met Jimi and
Jaff%of Semi-Con
(HPEFE) at a
small pub in
Taichung. There
wece about six
people in the bar,
includiag the
owner, the other
headlining band,
and myself. Having no audience didn't seem to bother Jimi and Jaffy,
both visibly inebriated, the least little bit.

Just about to slam into the first song, Jimi yelled into the mic:
"We are Taiwanese NOFX!! Don't call me white! Don't call me white!
" Then they jumped up and down, swung guitars around their heads,
and delivered an intense set of off-key pop punk anthems. For the
finale, the trio switched instruments and slogged through an encore,
which crumbled into a chaotic jumble of out of tune guitar twangs
and off-tempo snare thumps. Eventually the entire drum set wmbled
off the stand and the band members piled on top of each other in
the center of the stage.

The second dme T saw Semi-Con they had translated some Green
Day songs into Chinese, but didn't finish the sct, because their guest
vocalist, Shu Tiao (of the Taipei band Children Sucker), collapsed on
stage in a drunken stupor.

Recently the band has taken a much more mature approach to
theit song writing. Their debut BP, Semv-Con Punk Band, captutes the
intensity and excitement of their live shows with tracks of pop punk
insanity. Although the band continues to perform in venues around
the island to small but devoted crowds, these three punks from
Taichung create enough enthusiasm and energy on their own to make
it worth it, even if there's nobody else there.

Andy OBcicn 15 a punk rocker in Tapes




An elegy for lost land

One of Britain's most celebrated modern dance performers brings his troupe fo Taipei

Drawing on the traditions of the north Indian dossical donce style, kathak, Akram Khan

BY HYATT LEE

AKRAM KHAN, one of Britain's most
promising and innovatdve modem dance
performers and choreographers, will be
returning to ‘Taipei to perform at Novel Hall on
Thursday, September 23, for the first of three
performances of his most recent work, Az

In an email interview, Facooq Chaudhty,
the dance company’s producet, described the
group's creative process: "Quite frankly,
without being disrespectful to our audiences,
when we first set out on creating the work,
we are not thinking about the impact it will
have on our audiences,” he said

"Our initial impulse is a fascinadon with
an idea or concept and how this idea can
ingpire us to make a work that js both
intelligent, innovative, interesting and beaudful.
Ounce we believe we have found this we
want to share it with as many people as
possible. Our ideal audience is someone who
is curous, enjoys Inventon, and is passionate
about dance.”

In Hindi, A% means both "mother” and
"earth.” The piece, in which Khan explores
farmers' give and take reladonship with the
land, was inspired in part by a serdes of
essays written by Arundhat Roy on the plight
of Indian farmers dispossessed of their lands
by the construction of a new dam.

What makes IChan's choreography unique
is its blend of modern dance and kathak, a
dance that originated in Northermn India 2,000
years ago. Kathak dancers performed for the
Mughal rulers. The dancers wore anklets
adotned with bells, which emphasized each

puls musicans on slage with the dancers.

"Qur ideal nudience is...passionale about dance.”

step, as the performers constructed a dialogue
with statements, ripostes, and a flurry of the
excited conversadon of movement.

Just as the katchak dancets of yesteryear
combined dancing, live music and speech in
each pcrformance so oo will Khan's piece
A Live music is an integral part of the
performance, and so, unlike a number of
modern dance performances where the music
is either prerecorded or performed by a
group of musicians in the orchesmra pit, the
musicians appear onstage with the dancers.
Mz, as a collaborative work, is imptessive.
Hanif Kureishi, the author of My Beauitn/
Launderette and The Buddha of Subutbia,
wrote the text for the show, and Khan's woupe

For advertising.info call:
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(02) 8667-6655 x243
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is made up of performers the world over.

Chaudhty says Khan does not intentonally
select performers because of their background,
but looks instead for the best petrformers. In
choosing a dancer, Chaudhry says, the troupe
looks for talent, technique and passion, as
well as a dancer who is able to communicate
somethjng individual and personal.

For those who are familiar with Taiwan's
modem dance scene, it comes as no surprise
that Khan's presence is due in patt to the
groundwork laid by Lin Hwai-min (f#FRR),
the founder of Taiwan's world-famous dance
troupe, Cloud Gate (EFFEELE). Lin now
directs Novel Hall's annual dance series.

According o Novel Hall's Elaine Huang,
Lin concentrates not on bringiag in
established names but prefers to attract
young, burgeoning stars. The idea, says
Huang, is that as Taipei's audiences become
more atrracted to modern dance, they will have
the opportunity to grow with the performer.

Akram Khan's Mo

Dates: Sep 23-25 at 8pm

Location: Novel Hall (Fr$#=), 3
Songshou Road, Toipei (FdbiFAGERS
37%)

Tickets: NT$500-1200 through ERA
Ticketing (tel: 2341-9898).
Web:http://www.novelhall.org.tw/dance
/20040%9ck_moain.asp
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

Y ¥ Elton John

Thu, Sep 23, 8pm

Taipei Soccer Stadium (& Lz LRI
Tickets: NT$1200-6000 through ERA outlets

Elton John, the British Billy Joel, witt stop
through Taipei as part of his Asia tour pro-
moting the newly released "One Night Only,"
a sort of greatest hits fncluding a double CD
and 2 DVD with 32 clips of live songs.
%irene Yeh concert

(SEE2 R RRSRIE iy
Fri, Sep 24 and S Sep 25 at 8pm

Ta|pe\ Internanonal Convention Center (&l
rly), 1, Sec S, Hsinyi Rd, Taipei
{ri'L-c‘ Jrl-)

Tickets: NT$800 2500 through ERA outlets
Yeh is a Taiwanese pop singer who released
her first albun in 1985 and shot to the
height of her career soon afterwards, playing
a 20,000 person stadium show in 1988. To
date, she's released 15 albums plus a great-
est hits collection. For the music, expect
karaoke sweetness.

% % Endless Summer Party
CREZIEE)

Sat, Sep 25 from 10pm till nvidnight
Honeymoon Bay, Dahsi, llan County (F{f¥H i ik
KR 1)

According to the advert, both the local ward
chief and “uncle police” are “good friends™ of
this party - of course that has two vastly
different interpretations. On the decks: DJ
Jockey Higher (our electro spirit captain),
playing Progressive House, Trance, Club,/
Dance, B0s, Reggae, UK dance new singles.
Also fire spinning and cocktails. Happens rain
or shine,

%No.? || Free Outdoor Party
Sat, Sep 25, 6pm-midnight

Huachung Bridge Riverside Park (Zi:didg [infiE
Z358), take Wan Da Rd (f5:/:F%) to the end,
then go through the flood gate. This time
the specially featured guests are DJs VICTOR
CHENG and JJ. Other talent on the bill in-
ctudes:  LINZHI-FENG ( bk & El%” ),  WANG
GENG-YU (T=TX), MARTINI (FE7T]E), WANG
ZHI-HONG (. 1h), YAD ZHONG-HAN (K
), NIU JUN-QIANG (4-fi¢i5), HU ZHAO-WEI
{{#15555), YE JUN-QING (Z:fiE#), XIE RUO-LIN
(FH5f), BRACES (3-%8), CLAIRE, LIGHT, CC,
and ZEUS.

Y X Full Moon Feast

Tue, Sep 28, 7:30pm

CKS Memon’a[ Main Plaza (Ig37 7 IR0k 0
fﬁJ Jk l-' -I//J)

21-1, Chungshan S, Rd., Taipei (&dLil g
E§2121%%)

Tickets: free

This years free Moon Festival concert in the
CKS plaza features a combo of acrobatic acts
and local underground musicians, including
bands and DJs. There will be everything
from hip hop to video art and drama. And
Chinese acrobatics will have a whole new
look. The bill currently ncludes 78BPM, DJ
FISH, and athers.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

wBlue Note

{EEF)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei

T RIS = 17107 443)

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipefs oldest jazz bar,
Performances at least five

nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover varies
for special shows. Mondays and Wednesdays:
open jams, no cover. Tuesdays: Jazz improvi-
sation, hosted by Uno, a member of JIVE
STAKES BAND who plays piano, NT$250 mini-
mum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUAR-
TET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays: META-
MORPHOSIS, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sacur-
days: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a vo-
calist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays: TRI-
0 JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NTS$250 minimum + 10%.

wBrown Sugar
101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (+
Tel: (02 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz, nightly from 9:30pm. Mondays and
Tuesdays: IMPRESSION, jazz with female vo-
calist, NTS$380 minimum + 10%. Thursdays:
IMPRESSION BIG BAND, playing swing jazz,
NTS$380 minimum + 10%. Fridays and Satur-
days: IMPRESSION, NTS600 minimum + 10%.
Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing,
NTS$380 minfmum + 10%.

* Citizen Cain
{RER)

ALriER iR 1014E)

67 Dongfung St, Talpel (ydLitigis
Tel: (02) 2706-2162

Open: Mon-Thu, 5pm-1:30am; Fri-Sat, Spm-2:
30am; Sun 2-10:30pm. Mondays: 2-4-1 Pizza
specials. Tuesdays: NTS10 wings all night. Ev-
ery second Wednesday: WORD, an open mic
night for poetry, spoken word, oratory and
play acting. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open
mic night for musical jams, from Spm. Fn-
days: NT$150 pasta and NTS100 wine. Week-
ends: DJs. No cover. Saturdays: house DJs
and Carlsburg.

% The Living Room

(NE SR

3F, #8 Nanjing E. Rd., Section 5, Tafpei
(B2 s S ER 8T 31R)

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: JIMMY AND TAMMY,
Jimmy on fretwork, Tammy on vocals, 9pm,
no cover. Tuesdays: Word Play, poems,
prose, rap, jokes, short stories, and other
spoken word forms. Hosted by Elissa Russel,
9:30pm, no cover. Wednesdays: Showcase
Jarm, if you can play, bring an instrument, if
noL, bring a date, 9:30pm, no cover. Thurs-
days: Japanese drummer, Dafu Genshi has
put together a swinging trio, 9:30pm, no
cover. Fri; Sep 24: 2 RING CIRCUS, jazz with
Rin (sax)y, Phil (guitar), and Barrie (drums),
10pm, no cover. Sat, Sep 25: Istand Beats
featuring the O Bros, calypso, soca, reggae,
and zouk dancehall rhythm, 10pm, no cover.

*NTU Corridor Cafe

TR

NTU Sbonls Center 1F (intersection of Shinhal
Road and Shlnsheng S Rd -

Lo et L B
E B SRS

Tel: (02) 836%- 5656
Website: www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan Umversity's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover vares. Fri, Sep 24: T-FUNK
ALL 3vs, Toshi Fujii leads an all-stars-type
band with vocal section, horn section, and
rhythm section, playing 14 jazz-fuok num-
bers, 8pm, NT $300. Sat, Sep 25: QU
YUN-QJNG VOICE SERIES |l (BxiHida sy (-
9, traditicnal Chinese opera vocal recital (in
costume), 8pm, NTS400 w/ drink. Fri, Oct 1:
The Dicke Birde Show, 8pm, ticket price
TBA. Sat, Oct 2: ROCCO BAND, bass player
Rocco Chen leads this 6-piece jazz ensemble,
8pm, NT5250.

Y Peshawar

(feE R

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (dLifHili Kits
804354)

Tel: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
tng. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm, NTS250 w/ 1 drink. Sat, Sep 25: E-NA
( #£), accordion and poetry in a summer

f=

night.
*Riverside Music Cafe
(MR

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (&dUiFRITIEES 3824478207 B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jarz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, NTS$250, unless
otherwise noted. Mondays: Open Jam, 9:
00pm, no cover. Thu, Sep 23: XIAO GE (lin
“%) and UTTLE NURSE (/[\5%-i:). Fri, Sep 24:
RIVERSIDE JAZZ COLLECTIVE, Fusion Night.
Sat, Sep 25: CIACIAS SUI HAC BAND (ciacia
FITELT 4B 6M). Sun, Sep 261 BA NAI (["s%),
powerful female aboriginal singer/songwriter
on acoustic guitar and microphone, one of
Taiwan's best. Mon, Sep 27: Open Jam, 9pm,
no cover. Tue, Sep 28: XU ZHE-PEI & CIRCUS
(FFIT MG 5 HEED ). Wed, Sep 29: SORCERER
(M2 3HE), and C MAJOR (CokiR)), a gifl punk
band. Thu, Sep 30: LIN ZHONG-GUANG (fkt2
J&). Sat, Oct 1: BAO 8l DA (fu[LE:) &
FRIENDS, nu jazz night. Sat, Oct 2: TRIPOETS
(&8).

Y wUnderworld

(EFit )

Shihda Rd., No. 45 (1
Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A bole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
misslon is NTS$250. Thu, Sep 23: FALL OF
THIS CORNER {—-#{7>¥X), emo hardcore, + ??
7. Fr, Sep 24: CLIPPERS TOO HARD' (¥ 7"
i) with DJ Tai ($k), Xiao Ying (/NFE ),
and La-la (%), Xiao Ying is the David
Beme of Taiwan, and this is his music. Sat,

TR EL450Y)

Sep 25: 666, hardcore, nu-metal, HOTPINK,
grerl punk.  Thu,  Sep 30 SELF KILL and
DRAIN. Fri, Oct 1: SPEEDBALL and LITTLE

NURSE, indie crooning. Sat, Oct 2: TIN PAN
ALLEY and VARO, another night with former
Ladybug guitanst Wan-ting playing a double
set with her two bands.

Y The Wall

(3G

81, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd ({i;ik FTiGEE
VHEZ200%42B1)

Tel: (02)2930-0162

Web: www. the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500
The Wall is Taipeis rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost
NTSS0 less 1n advance and admission is w/
drink. Fn, Sep 24: STOCKINGS (&1}, FIRE E.
(¥ K 7%), straight punk from Kaohsiung,
BAD DAUGHTER (&5/¢57), indie-pop, SEMI-CON
(4P3E{), puok, FALL OF THIS CORNER (—3H
2 %k), emo, hardcore, 8:30pm, NTS300. Sat,
Sep 25: XL, thardcore, rap-metal w/ D,
sometimes pretty wicked, 8:30pm, NT $300.
Thu, Sep 30: HOTPINK, errrl punk, SUNDAY,
and .22, a Dribdas-esque punk-funk band fea-
turing two former Dribdas members, Wade
and Steve.

*Witch House

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 36, No. 7

(LI 4R SRS BT IR)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, altemative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbfan book-
store. Meals served from noon to Opm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission Is

NT $250 w/ drink. Thu, Sep 23: BEARBABES
(BE 2 By, nimble and tender electronica
band. Frl Sep 24: ZIRAN JUAN ([T #448),
fresh and easy with a bit of a bossa nova
feel. Sat, Sep 25: CHEN WEN-YU ([ %7 §%)
and JIANG JUN-LIANG (iT#%), two women
and one man doing songs with undertones of
Broadway or maybe Hollywood jazz. Fri, Oct
1@ PANAL (JU#5) & 831 BAND, a powerful fe-
male aboriginal singer/songwriter on acoustic
guitar and vorals with her favorite backing
band. Panal s one of Taiwan's best. Sat, Oct
2: NEON, power indie-pop.

Dance Clubs

*Angel

B1, 70, Sec 2, Hsinsheng N Rd, Taipei (££[;
TIHr A AL P 70%E61 )

Tel: (02) 2523-8203

A new gay bar that will hold its grand open-
ing Fri, Sep 24: G5 PARTY, a gay party
made famous at the old 2F, with all the
same DJs reappearing, 10pm-5am, NTS$600 or
NT $400 in advance for men, NTS$1000 for
women.

% AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1,
Fofat i —FO8%; 31)
Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open ‘til
mid-moming on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is often a presence. Fridays: NT$500
w/drink or NTS300 w/drink b4 1am, NTS$300
w/drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday
of the month is Lady's Nite, women get in
(ree. Saturdays: NT$500 w/drink or NT$300
w/drink b4 1am. Fri, Sep 24: 2 parties in 2
rooms, Lady's Nite w/ house DJs playing prog
and trance and Breakbeast 06, a night of
breaks by DJs ANTHANY, DAN, STAN, CRIM-
SON, and DAN, women get in free. Sat, Sep
25: follow Me Gay Party, for men NT$600 or
NT $400 in advance, NT $1000 for women.
Sal, Oct 2: Best Collection: JMMY CHEN,
TeXound mainstay Jimmy Chen spins a spe-
cial 4-hour set of tech/house, NTS500,
NTS$300 b4 midnight or after 4am. Mon, Sep
27: Back in the Day, dance classics from DJs
TIGER and VICTOR CHENG, retro delight from
DJs JIMMY CHEN, STONE, and ERIC HUANG,
NT$500, NTS300 b4 midnight or after 4am.
w Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua § Rd (&g {ked
B x277uh81)

Tel: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Wednes-
days: CubaRican Soul, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, NT$350, w/drink. Saturdays:
Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:
30pm, late night hip hop, cover NTS$500 w/
2 drinks. Closed Mondays.

*Club 70

Core Pacific Matl, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei({3bijs /\EEi44F: 13821247

Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Capacity: 200

Interfor design and decoration from the 70s,
this is an intimate venue for smoking a cigar
and dninking red wine on one of the couch-
es. Wednesdays: LadiesNight, free cover with
free champagne. NT S500 for men, w/ 1
drink. Thursdays: 70's RetroNight, NT $250.
fridays and Saturdays: NT$600 with 1/dcink.
Sat, Sep 25: DJ @LLEN.

% Club Focus

B1, 88 Sungren Rd (# L
near Wamer Village

Tel: (02) 2345-6928

A new club where Bacchus used to be in the
Neo19 Building. Fri, Sep 24 DJ PETE
LORIMER (UK) plays from {(-4am. In support
are local OJs Hwan Way, dk, and Alex Wu.
Progressive, trance, tribal (this may be the
grand opening). NTS$500 or NT$350 b4 mid-

Geelung Rd. Taipei (&Ll

{7 5 884k B1)

night.
w Eden

11F, No 98 Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(l:l—lblu L s I TR ER 985 1148)

Tel: (02) 6638 9988
Small, Intimate, and classy, there’s never 2

cover and its in the middle of the Chungh-
siao nightlife distnct. Weekends: DJs spin hip
hop, sometimes house, special parties ex-
cepted. No cover. Sat, Sep 18: Love Groove,
old skool hip hop and underground house by
DJs @LLEN, NINA, and DA, no cover.

YeLust
SF, 72, Sec 2, Wu-Chung $t, Taipel (JLifi7®
TR 2 26728 5F)

Tel: (02) 2370-2162

A large gay disco on the comer of Shining S.
Rd (FHEFES) and Wu-Chung St in Shimend-
ing (this Is where Circuit used to be).

K LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao £ Rd, Taipe

H I| 'l -}'H\IMSVI]PQZOI“';I,E_E)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-ctlub, playing hip
hop, R&B and mafnsiream mixes fn the Gal-
leria main battroom, trance, house and pro-
gressive in the Lotus room, and more. No
sandals or flip-flops. Wednesdays: Ladies’
Night, w/ FRESH, playing hip-hop, r&b, and
reggae in the Galleria and SUGAR in the Lo-
tus room, NTSS00 for men, or free b4 10pm,
women free all night. Thursdays: Release
Night, NT$500 or half price with college stu-
dent ID, drink incl. Fridays and Saturdays:
NTS700, NTS$400 b4 11pm, free b4 10pm.
Fri, Sep 24: In the Lotus Room, Citrus fea-
turing JOHNNY FIASCO, an international pro-
ducer, remixer, and DJ. Style: sexy, deep,
soulful, jazzy, Latin-inspired. This night cete-
brates Luxys one-year anniversary. In the
Galleria, a2 hip hop hoopla including local DJs
EDISON (Tw), DJ Tommy (HK), HASEBO (JP),
and MC YAN. Sat, Sep 25: GRANDAD 80OB, a
male-female house duo from the UK on Fat-
boy Slim's (abel, Southern Fried Records.

wMash

No 40, Sec 1, Huameishi St, Taichung (&
A Fr40u)

Ph: (04) 2326-3509

A Taichungs lounge bar devoted to music,
pizza, wine, and sleek interior design. DJs
spin house with weekend hip-pop. Wednes-
days: Ladfes night, get a free gtass of cham-
pion before midnight. Every Fnday and Satur-
day In September: Taekwando Party series:
Fri, Sep 24: DJ AKIRA. Sat, Sep 25: DJ AP-
PLE.

* Ministry of Sound [MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih {(&Sd1L5R11) la
EREF BR300 JOEEEE)

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened iis
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wadnesdays: Ladies Night, men NT$400, or
NTS5200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NTS350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Residents Party, NTS$600 or NT$350
b4 11pm. Cab fare up (o NT $200 is de-
ductible on entry. Sat, Oct 1: MUTINY, a UK
0J team, 12:30-3am.

A Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(&Lify/\{HE54EL1 385 124)

Tel: (02) 2362-1600

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. 8ut the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, ladies free, men NTS500 w/ drink.
wPlush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Talpei (#FALifT /A 45¢138%7 125R)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free and free champagne
for Ladies' Night. Fridays: BiKiNi Partyl Ladies
wearing bikinls get in free.

 Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&L sy
VURY182R1F )

Tel: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone

spin progressive, breakbeat, and tech house
until 7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies
Night, men NTS350 or NTS200 with student 1D.
Frndays and Saturdays: Party Nights, NTS$500
or NT$350 b4 midnight. Sundays: After par-
ties from 7am-ncon, NTS350 or NT$250 after
7am. Closed other nights. Fri, Sep 24: DJ
#ix Floor Guide party w/ DJs dk and TED-
DY-DONG. Mon, Sep 27: Chinese Fullmoon
Party w/ DJs SAM, STONE, TONY-DONG,
TIGER, celebrating the full moon of the
mid-autumn festivat, 11pm-7am, NT$350.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - 5LTiaE4 8%B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778




Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful peopte and
celebs. Wednesdays: Ladies’ Night, men NT$500.
Thursdays: White House, house parties, with
resident DJ SAUCEY, NTS300. Fridays and Satur-
days: women NTS$500, men NTS$700, Saturdays:
Mini Skirt Contests, free entry and free drink
for ladies wearing mini skirts.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(&AL Az LR R 155%5782)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for heters mixing from
1am to 7am on weekends where anything could
happen. This late night (and often tast) stop
on the party express offars music that's a bit
dancier than at its sister club (Roxy 99), but
always including some rock. Open Fridays, Sat-
urday and holidays only:

NTS300, or NTS150 after 5:30am.

% The Source

1 Roosevelt Road Section 1, Taipei

Tel: (02) 3393-1678.

A gay/straight bar with a bar on the first lev-
al, dance floor in the second levet and lounge
area on the third levet. Fridays: DanceNation,
featuring resident spinner MasterBeat playing
pop, tribal, house and Latin music vntil 5am.
* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipel (&1Lfif0E
HEE—ER91HRBT)

Somewhat legendary for late night randomness,
the crowd is now mostly students. Music is still
tias rock mixes though strays into house, hip
hop and occasionally drum 'n bass. Thursdays:
free. Fridays: Ladies’ Night, men NT$300. Satur-
days: NTS300 w/drink. Sundays: NT$200 w/drink.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipel (&Il
rH{E B — 24907 B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
tiang by the bar. Hip hop s the speclalty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 6é0s R&B to techno-house, as
long as ft's dancey. Tuesdays: all you can drink
beer, NT $400. Wednesdays: women free for
Ladies night, men NTS$300 w/drink. Thursdays:
Flava, men free b4 midnight, ladies free all
night w/ free screwdrivers before midnight. Fri-
days: Urban Space w/ hip hop n rock n roll all
night, NT3$500 w/drink. Saturdays: Spot light,
Live DJs and MCs, NTS500 w/ drink.

Classical

YA Concert in Honor of

Master Sheng Yen

Mon, Sep 27, 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (B1F Tr5)

21-1. Chungshan $. Rd., Taipel (&dLtirliggks
2171%%) - on Lhe north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$1000-3000

Choral selections of Sheng's works with sym-
phonic accompaniment.

% Let's Tango

fri, Oct 1, 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (&5 +152ms)

Tickets: NT$300-1500

Guest conductor Rudolf Werthen leads the Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra and bandoneon artist
Juan Jose Mossalint to capture the haunting
melodies and exciting tangos of the composer
Astor Piazzolla.

R
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*Purely 16 Film Festival
(FU+ABIRR)

Sep 24 to Oct 8

Theater A of the President Theater (#E&iiEER),
4F, 59, Sec 1, Chonghua Rd, Taipel (&L
ok —EE5955448)

Tickets: NT$150 at the theater, books of 6
tickets available in advance for NTS$790 through
Sep 23 through www.artsticket.com.tw Web:
www.purely16.com.tw

Now in its éth year, the Purely 16 Film
Festival is and independent festival that puts
the spotlight on local young indie filmmakers.
Originally, the idea was that all films would be
16mm, but other formats have been added so
that the festival now includes DV, Betacam,
and even 35mm films., The festival features 13
films in about six programs, one a special
focus on director Zhang Wen-xiong. The
schedule rotates daily. The films are as
follows: SEEDIQ BALE ({Ff&75-[S3%) 2003,
35mm, Color, 5mins by aboriginal director Wei
De-sheng (BLTEL); JUMP! BOYS (TIRTE! H¥%)
2004, DV, Color, B0mins, director Lin Yu-xian
(HITE), FAREWELL 1999 (BFwIE—JuiLh)
2003, DV, Cotor, 26mins. director Wu Jing-yi
(Hila); GO OUT TO SEA (ehZislk) 2004,
35mm, Color, 4émins, director Zhou Yi-wen (§
LA37); SEVEN SCENES ABOUT LOVE (B18&EF)
2003, 16mm, Color, 17mins, director Chen
Xiao-ling (BBRK:); TWO MEN (FRfE.A) 2004,
DV, Color, 45mins, director Long Xiao-wen (|2
) LAMB (fhRY¥%T) 2003, 16mm, Color,
40mins, director Xiao Li-xiu (& 774&); THE
PRINT (51F[]) 2004, DV, Color, 30mins, director
Ko Meng-rong (fII;EREY; IN INFINITY (52 fmE3)
1999, DV, Color, 8mins, director Zhang

Wei-xiong (iif5/HE); AFTER THE CRESCENT (H:k
#) 1997, 35mm, Color, 123mins, director
Zhang Wei-xiong; AMONG THE STARS (2% &L
2000, 35mm, Color, 88mins, director Zhang
Wei-xiong; AND ALSO THE ECLIPSE (JKKBNLAD)
2003, 35mm, Color, 91mins, director Zhang
Wei-xiong. See web site for schedule.
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vwCloud Gate Dance Theater's
Fall Season Extravaganza

Sep 18, 20-25 at 7:45pm; Sep 19 and 26 at 2:
45pm

National Theatre (EZZERMIET), 21-1, Chungshan
S. Rd., Taipet (FHILiITILRR2121%%) - on
the south side of the plaza

Tickets: NT$400-2000

Cloud Gate Dance Theater of Taiwan fs
presenting two world premier productions this
fall. The first, "The Road to The Mountain,”
choreographed by Lin Hwai-Min, is a poetic
production, based on the themes and
landscapes of the Taiwanese writer, Chen
Ying-Zhen. "On the Helghts,” from
choreographer Wu Kuo-Chu, is more intense and
introspective, exploring the conflicts,
frustrations and dualities that exist within the
self. The two pieces are being presented
together.

% The Musical: The Edge of

Paradise

Thu, Sep 23, 7:30pm; Fri, Sep 24, 7:30pm;
Sat, Sep 25, 2:30pm and 7:30pm; Sun, Sep 26,
2:30pm and 7:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(ETER&IE), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipel (&
AerrLEER 2 21530

Tickets: NT$550

A Taiwanese musical, written by Wang You-Hui,
directed by Li Chien-Chang, with music by Jan
Tien-Hao. This is an fmaginative musical with an
endearing story about an urban man forced to
help his guardian angels accomplish thelr dreams.

YyMammame et L'enfance de
Mammame - Compagnie Jean

Claude Gallota

Fri, Oct 1 at 7:30pm (Mammame); Sat, Oct 2
at 2:30pm (Lenfance de Mammame) and 7:
30pm (Mammame)

National Theate (EIZ#tEk)

Tickets: NTS$400-2000

These two dance performances from Jean
Claude Gallotta of the Centre Choregraphique
Naticnal de Grenoble kick off “Feel More
France,” part of the 2004 World View Series at
the Naticnal Chiang Kai-Shek Culturat Center.
“"Mammame” is an abstract dance performance
that promises 10 poke and pull at meaning and
sense. "L'enfance de Mammame" is the
family-friendly version of the performance.

*Lecture Concert in ET - Paris
Oct 2 at 7:30pm; Oct 3 at 2:30pm
Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(PrEaEED, 2141, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&
JorHerEER 21 Z19%)

Tickets: NTS400

Is there anyone in the world who doesnt love
Paris? 1t doesnt seem possible, but if youTe
not sure where you stand, you shoutd try this
tasty blend of music, poetry, and architecture
lecture (in mandarin). Musical selections include
*Selections des Chansons de Bilitis* from
Debussy, "Ana in Classical Style” from
Grandjany, and "Apres un Reve" from Faure,

&

Yy Huashan

(LB ALEE)

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (&4[:F1/\EAR—E19%)
Tel: (02)2392-6180

web: www.huashan-ccc.com

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

BEAUTY OF THOUSAND YEARS - ANGKOR CUL-
TURE FESTIVAL: This show of Cambodia's an-
clent culture includes 160 artifacts comprising
ancient Angkors architecture, sculpture, reli-
glon, music and dance. &xhibits include a Smit-
ing Buddha Face (or Devata) renowned to the
entire world as wetl as delicate works like
stone-carving of the graceful Dancing apsaras and
the scenes of heaven and hell in fresco art. Silian
Building, Admissfon: NTS$150, Through Oct 31,
DAWN? DUSK? - VIDEOQ INSTALLATION OF JENNY
CHEN: Where can digital media take us that
we havent already been before? This instatla-
tion might have some answers. Sat, Sep 25 to
Sun, Oct 10.

wMuseum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei

(&L SR

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (&1[Ffi&EEFRK39%:7)
Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www,.mocataipel.org.tw

FICTION, LOVE - ULTRA NEW VISION IN CON-
TEMPORARY ART. In the spirit of animation and
comic culture, this exhibit brings together

Bar Blues

BY WINOPETE

WHERE HAVE all the drinkers
gone? Some newer, smaller bars are
beginning to feel the pinch,
according to info from various
sources. Bobwundaye (now that its
honeymoon period is over), and
Great Eastern Tavern (for some
reason cursed by the powers that be
since Day 1), and Taipei Sports Bar
are all facing uphill battles to make
it in this town. 'Tis the season to
be jolly, but probably not to open a
bar in Taipei. I ask all readers to
give the little fellas your support, as
these smaller places generally provide
cheaper drinks, and just as good atmosphere, as the larger, more
expensive places in prominent locations.

GERMAN WINE BAR TO OPEN: Gayle, ex-The Shannon, will
open a bar early next month off An Ho Rd Section 2. The bar will
specialize in flogging German white wines. With a focus as narrow
as this, they have also decided as an afterthought to sell a range of
whiskeys. With such different product groups, I have no idea who
their target markets are, apart from alcoholics at large. Staff will
include Vicky, ex-Carnegies, and Brian, ex-The Shannon. Watch this
space for further info.

CLUB 75 UPDATE: Club 75 held a very successful re-launch at its
new location in the Neo 19 Building last Friday. Drink prices are
similar to Brown Sugar, with beers from NTS$180 and house wine at
NT3220/glass. Warning: the house Chilean red is rougher than a
concubine from a Colombian cat house. The music program has a
great Salsa band scheduled on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights,
with jazz on the other nights. Music starts from 9:30pm or 10pm,
depending on the day. Worth checking out. Club 75 is in B1, 22
Sungshou Rd (HLTIFAZEEE225%B1) inside the Neo 19 Building,
just next to the Warner Village complex.

BEWARE, PADDED BILLS AT B52° If venturing into B52, one
of the diviest dives in the Zone with character to match, be careful
of padded bills/checks. Paying as you go is the safest method.
Should you wish to use your credit card, they'll hit you with a 10%
surcharge on top of the usual 10% service charge. 1 learnt the hard
way on a recent visit. Anyway, should you decide to plunge the
depths of this establishment, say hello to Donna, a new tecruit from
the Philippines.

GOURMET ENGLISH CHEESES AT BACCHUS WINE BAR: A
range of gourmet English cheeses from a Leicestershire dairy will be
available at Bacchus Wine Bar from September 21. Cheeses will
include blue Sdlton, 2 tpes of red Leicester, two types of cheddar,
plus some fruity numbers to go with your champagne or port. If
you consider yourself among the King, mice and the cheese, make a
beeline for Bacchus to taste the samples and view the cheese
catalogue. Bacchus Wine Bar is at 176 Xing An Street (FALr7EHAZ
17655,

CARNEGIES UPDATE: Service on the terrace at Carnegies has
become sparser than before, requiring lots of patience or engaging in
semaphore with the bar staff over the steps yonder. I have also
recetved reports that the filet mignon quality is apparenty not what
it used to be, so steak-caters be on your guard. On a positive note,
a new staff recruit is Efi, who has been at Carnegies only a few
months. Her energy, efficiency and six-lane wide smiles have been
greatly appreciated by both management and clientele. Come practice
your Bahasa Indonesia with her.

BRITCHAM BBQ THIS FRIDAY: BCCT/Britpack will hold a
pre-mid-Autumn BBQ this Friday (Sep 24) from 6:30-10pm at J's
Cafe & Bar. Cost is NT$1000 for non-members and NT$800 for
members. That will cover all eats and unlimited amounts of wine (all
winos, take note!). Beers and mixed drinks will be available at
discounted prices. All welcome. J's is at 27, Lane 420, Guangfu S
Rd OEABRI#%42048:275%), near the Guangfu/Ren-ai intersection.

HAPPY DRINKING!!

Send your pub news o wmopclc@@hotunal.con




works that have been influenced by anime,
comics, and cartoons. 1t hopes to present a
purely artistic exhibition, dissolving and defin-
ing the barrier between the elites and the
masses, integrating pop culture and high cut-
ture. Mediums include sketches, 2D, and me-
dia arts. Pleces on exhibition are also avail-
able for sale. International ardsts include
those from Japan, Korea, New York, Luxem-
burg, and China. There are many local Tai-
wanese artsts as well. Through Oct 31.
sNational Museum of History
(BISTIE S aeE)

49 Nanhal Rd, Taipei (&30r7riklz49%8)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmb.gov.tw

Open: 10am to 6pm, closed Mondays

AN EXHIBITION OF TANG TRI-COLOR AND
PAINTED POTTERY. Through Dec 31.

A RETROSPECTIVE BXHIBITION OF CALLIGRA-
PHY AND INK PAINTINGS BY CHANG
KUANG-BIN AT 90 (318N - FRAL¥SELENT
El EE R ). Modern brush paintings by this
Sichuan-born Taiwanese master. Through Oct
17.

THE IMAGES OF THE MIND: YANG -CHI-HUNG'S
PAINTINGS (BB L& -1 B SHR): New
works by this expatriate painter in his 60s.
Through Oct 24.

CHANG YI-HSIUNG AT NINETY: A RETROSPEC-
TIVE ((RZFEHE N +[2IBER). Modemnist oil paint-
ings with major influences of cublsm ard
neo-impressionism. Through Oct 17.
*National Palace Museum
(BESLAE SRR

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (HiLTTES
ERTER21YR

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Open: 9am to 5:30pm, Mon to Sun

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors ang inctudes ceramics, porce-
tain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embrol-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004,
some gaileries in the museums east wing will
be closed as part of an ongoing renovation
project.

A PICTURE IS WORTH MORE THAN A THOU-
SAND WORDS: Selections of illustrations from
a wide varlety of Chinese texts. Pieces on
display include woodblock prints, handwritten
books, and stone rubbings.

ASTONISHING HEAVEN: THE ANTIQUE ELE-
GANTS OF CERAMICS, JADE, IVORY, CARVING:
This must-see part of the permanent collec-
tion is being temporanly displayed in the Li-
brary to make room for renovatlons. These
jade, stone, and ceramic pieces are like
hand-made pleces of magic.

% National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts

(BITY A SEHTER)

2, Sec 1, Wuchuan W. Rd, Taichung (&7
HAIPEES B OR)

Tel: (04) 2372-3552

Web: www.tmoa.gov.tw

Open: 9:30am-5:30pm, closed on Mondays.
EULOGY OF THE LAND - Special exhibition in
commemoration of Shiy De-finn, a Talwanese
oil painter who lived in Europe in the early
and mid-20th century, knew the Ukes of Pi-
casso, and s now generally regarded as Tai-
wan's high modern master. Through Dec 19.
v Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTATSEHIER)

181, Sec 3, Zhong Shan N. R4, Taipel (&£3(
TP ALRS = EX18155%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

Open: 9:30 to 5:30, closed Mondays
GEOMETRIC ABSTRACTION IN TAIWAN: A look
at the development of geometric abstraction
in Taiwanese art since the 1960s. Through
QOct 10.

MATISES/PICASSO DISCOVERY WORKSHOP: An
exhibition-workshop aimed at fostering chit-
dren's sensitivity o two of the monuments of
20th century Modern art. Through Oct 3.
READINGS OF PEQPLE:  FAMILIARITY AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 setected on the
theme of people and their surroundings. The
exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to In-
stallation and performances. As a piece of
art speas to its viewer, it hopes to stir cu-
riosity surround each person's life and his/her
relationship to the surrounding. Through Sep 26.
2004 TAIPEI ARTS AWARDS: a competition of
local contemporary artists with the emphasis
on concepts, creativity, and individuality.
There are no limitations in the media or cat-
egories of art works. Through Sep 26.

Galleries

wFNAC [Asia World Store)
GEYERHEEE)

81, No.337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec.3, Taipef

(B ILTTRTR s = 62 337%B1)

Tel: 8712-0331

Open: 11am to 9pm, Mon to Sun

CHILDREN OF HEAVEN"S BORDER: Photographer
Carlos Lin subtly portrays the lives of people
living on upper edge of the world - Tibet.
Dont miss your chance to see these pho-

tographs before they leave Taiwan. Much re-
spect to Mr. Lin, who will be the first Tai-
wanese person {nvited to participate in the
FOTOBILDO4 Exhibition in Germany later this
year! Through Sep 29.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(FrmA &)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipe! (& Lr{FmE40%%
-3

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

Open: 1pm to 10pm, closed Mondays

WANG YA-RUI SOLO EXHIBITION: THE DRIFT-
ING PLACE (Z2#ii537—E 421 &). Through
Oct 2.

*Llin & Keng Gallery
(RAERAET)

1F, 11, Lane 252, Tunhua S. Rd, Sec. 1,
Taipei(&ILTRBULFA S — 25241 158)

Tel: (02)2750-8811

Open: 11am to 7pm, closed Mondays

ZAO0 WOU-K! AND WANG HUAI-QING - WORKS
ON PAPER: Zao Wou-Ki is an important ab-
stract impressionist painter, with works in the
collections of heavy-weight museums like the
Guggenheim Museum in New York, and the
Musee d'Art Modern in Parls. This show will
include works from throughout his career.
Wang Huai-Qing, a generation behind Zao
Wou-Ki, will also be showing some of his
more recent palntings. It should be interest-
ing to see the works of these two painters
side by side, and perhaps get a glimpse of
how modern Chinese history has effected

modemn Chinese art. Through Oct 3.

Y Mulan Arts Co.

CKFEEET)

No.28, Lane 260, Gungfu N. Rd, Taipei (&t
2604652855 )

Tel: (02) 8771-5559

Open 10am to 10pm, closed Sundays
MAGNOLIAS  COLLECTIONS: contemporary
ink-brush paintings by anfsts Wang Chuan,
Han Xian-ning and others, accompanied by
Buddhist statues from the Ming and Qing Dy-
nasties. Through Sep 25.

Y Nowhere Cafe

(FREEugE)

No.1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec.3, Taipel
(AL THHr s F IS = K605 15R)

Tel: 2362-5241

Open: 2pm to 2am, Mon to Sun

TOUR BABEL: The tower of Sabel of the Otd
Testament is a tower so high it almost
reaches heaven. French architect Matilen
Guillaume uses this as his topic and explores
the meaning of skyscrapers in the modern
metropolis areas. Through Sep 30.
*TIVAC

(BB ST 0)

No. 1, Lane 45, Liaoning St.Taipei (104577
RS E9E11)

Tel: 2773-3347

Web:.http://tvac.net

Open: 11am to 7pm Mon to Fri, and flam to
5prm Sat and Sun

FLOWER GARDEN: Flowers have special mean-

ings for all of us; sometime even the appear-
ance of a flower can be persuasive and com-
pelling. In Huang Zi-QIn's new show at TIVAC,
a flowers container becomes the image that
attracts our attention, persuades and compels
us. Through Sep 23.

ONCE ("f#k— E"): Every artist has to some-
times ask what they are trying to accomplish
with their art, and whether it's even worth it
w0 keep trying. A-Yuans ()} 34¥%) current
show of color prints is a product of his own
questions about the nature and purpose of
his art, starting with photos taken when he
was in high school and spanning to the pre-
sent. Through Sep 23.

*Taipei MOMA Gallery

(Taipei MOMAZRR)

3F, No. 19, Lane 252, Tunbua S. Rd., Sec. 1,
Taipel (BATIH LR LrAE —B252&I933

)

Tel: 02- 8771-3372

Web: www. taipeimoma.com

Open: 11am to 7pm Tue to Sat

PHOTO TESTIMONY BY YU WEI-TE - based on
the performance art works "MEMORIAL DAY"
and "STATE OF SEVERANCE" by Lin Ju. Yu's
phatographs document two works of perfor-
mance art, For Memorial Day, Ju carrled a
3-meter wood cross with 99 dead fish at-
tached for 30 kilometers from Danshui to
Taipei. Ju's focus is on the body, and he also
relates his work to disasters, specifically
September 11 and the Taiwan Earthquake of
1999. Through October 25.

*)
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