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Two new productions from Cloud Gate Dance Company, "The Road to the Mountain" (ubové), along with "On the Heights",
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The Best Date Ever

T'S NOT your mama's ballet, and it's
I not your crazy sistet's esoteric modern

dance, ecither. Taiwan's top contemporary
dance company, Cloud Gate Dance Theater
(ZEFEELE), will present two world-premier
performances in Taipei this weekend.

"The Road to the Mountain" is a
70-minute performance by Cloud Gate
founder Lin Hwai-min (1‘7F‘['§E), a
choreographer of more than 30 years who's
been called the most important in Asia and
one of the best of the 20th century. He's
also something of a Taiwanese national hero
(am I gushing? perhaps...). This new piece is
inspired by the novels of Taiwanese writer
Chen Ying-zhen (@B%,[E\), though not
necessarily his narratives. Lin has instead
selected the landscapes, relationships, and
major emotional themes from Chen's writings
and woven them together with a pan of
music, including somber strings, a very
persistent tango, and a solitary trumpet. Of
course, the most important part of "On the
Road to the Mountain" is the dancing. The
movements are purposeful, and the tightness
of the dancers draws you in, instead of
shutting you out. Without subtitles, you know
that the solitary miner is pushing memories,
not just stones, up a steep hill; and you can
see the forgiveness the young girl is trying to
convey to her mother, as she dies in her
bed. This performance is beautiful and sweet,
and in a country struggling to define an
identity, uniquely Taiwanese.

Throughout his career, Lin has managed
to deftly blend Western dance techniques, like
ballet and modern dance, with Asian and
Chinese forms, including tai chi. The result is
simultaneously subtle, sensual and powerful.
When he decided to make "The Road to the
Mountain," he also invited Wu Kuo-chu ({f
ﬂ‘:), the 33-year-old artistic director of the
Kassel Staatstheater in Germany, to come
back and create a new piece to be performed
alongside it.

Wu's "On the Heights" is a fast-paced,
intense performance. The music is from Tom
Waits and Michael Naiman, a combination
that perfectly matches the dance. "On the
Heights" was originally inspired by Wu's own
bouts of insomnia. If you've ever had to go
for more than a few days without enough

sleep, you will understand the frustrations and
delusions the dancers seem to be portraying.
The stage will be made extra big for this
piece, and the dancers will use all of it,
sometimes moving so fast it looks like they
might run into each other. The intensity, size,
and pacing of the movements are important
here, but there are tiny details that aren't to
be missed: frantic scrubbing of the floors,
furtive tugging of arms — all part of the
craziness of quotidian life in the city. "On
the Heights" will draw you into yourself...
where you go after that depends on your
interpretation of the performance.

The two pieces, "The Road to the
Mountain" and "On the Heights" will be
performed together at the National Theater in
Taipei (BISREEIBD), at 21-1, Chungshan S.
Rd., Taipei (FALTHHRILFEE 21 2 1 5%). It
premiers on Saturday, September 18 and will
run until Sunday, September 26. Afterwards
the performance will tour Taiwan. Tickets
cost NT$400-2000 and are available through
all ERA outlets. -Szz2/r Ankersmur

Elton John

Reginald Kenneth Dwight, who changed
his name to Elton John in the late 1960s,
will play his first ever concert in Taipei on
September 23 — it's a Thursday — as part
of an Asia tour that also includes Hong
Kong, Shanghai, and South Korea. "He
performed in Hong Kong two years ago, and
at that time he noticed Taiwan. So this time
he's coming here too," said Po Pih-ling of
the local promotion company Kaung Hong
Arts (FLZZEAM).

John, a British musical legend who
charted a top-40 single every year from 1970
to 1996, will perform a two-hour outdoor
show in Taipei's Chungshan Soccer Stadium,
which will seat up to 17,000 after
approximately one-third of the venue is taken
over by the stage and backstage areas. Tickets
in both the lowest price range (NT$1200) are
already sold out, and as of September 15
there were only about 100 tickets remaining
in the highest range (NT$6000), right in front
of the stage. "For shows like this, usually it's
the most expensive and the cheapest seats
that sell out first," said Po.

Kuang Hong is one of several promoters
of large-scale concerts in Taiwan, and earlier

this year put on two shows well-attended
stadium shows by Sarah Brightman. According
to Po, more and more top western singing
stars are becoming aware of Taiwan and
stopping here on their tours.

Taiwan's biggest problem, however, is a
lack of suitable performance venues. "If there
were more, we'd get more shows. The market
can support it," said Po.

Tapei's Churégshan Soccer Stadium (’fﬁ:”f.
ﬁﬁEEMEf*%ﬁ) is located at 1 Yumen St
(ﬁjh?ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ] 1 %L"E) Tickets are available
through all ERA outlets and on the Internet
at www.ticket.com.tw. -Davzd Frazier

A cross with dead fish

For the performance piece "Memorial
Day" artist Lin Ju carried a 3-meter wooden
cross with 99 dead fish attached to it for 30
kilometers from Danshui to Taipei. The work
is now on display at the gallery MOMA
Taipei as a collaborative effort called /Zozo
Testumony by Yu Wer-te (7772 Based on
the Performance Are Works "Memorial Day”
and "Sate of Severance” by Lin Ju (F1#7)
More than just a mouthful, the show is a
brainful.

Part of the show consists of black and
white photographs documenting Lin Ju's
"Memorial Day," originally performed in
September 2002 as a memorial for the dual
September tragedies of 9/11 and the Taiwan's
big 9/21 ecarthquake of 1999. Five large
photographs (of 41 total) are shots of Lin
posing at the start of his performance in the
water at Danshui. These photographs are the
most striking of the set, because of both the
fleshy dead-fish-and-crucifix symbolism and
Yu's skill at maximizing the intensity of the
natural light. The fish glow white, the wet
rocks beam black, and the gray sky is trying
hard to be more than gray.

A second part of the exhibition is the six
large color photographs of "State of
Severance." These are very static and
somewhat grotesque. The work was conceived
as a way to pay homage to the victims of
religious and state-sanctioned violence.

Taipet MOMA is located at 3F, No. 19,
Lane 252, Tunhua S. Rd., Sec. 1, Taipei =
TR B — Fe 252 %5 10 5% 3 ).
The show runs through October 25.-54
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Flood waters rising

Politicians play the blame game in Lake Sanchung

BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

I AM trapped in my house as I write this
on Saturday morning. No, it is not bill
collectors or my ex-wife's family besieging my
house, but rather the fact that my building is
now a little mini-island in Sanchung Lake. It's
the same situation we had about three weeks
ago, the last time Hoodlum Sanchung City
flooded.

One would have thought after that
disaster, our good Sanchung City officials,
working in close cooperation with the Taipei
County Government, would have taken steps
to ensure that there was no repeat of the
flooding. After all, Sanchung got quite the
reputation three weeks ago when the
television news showed the floods over and
over and over again. Even after the floods
receded, for several days I was constantly
running into Taipei City cab drivers who
refused to drive me back over the
Chunghsiao Bridge to my beloved home. 1
was unable to convince them that God had
not destroyed Sanchung like he had Sodom
and Gomorrah.

Since both the mayor of Sanchung, Lee
Chien-lung (ZEHZHE), and the bulk of the
City Council are DPP, I expected progressive
and quick action after the last major flooding.
Of course I am making a joke, what 1
expected and what 1 got was the stock, very
old, very tired, show called Taiwanese Blame
Game.

But this time the Blame Game had a new

group of contestants: the Sanchung City
Government, the folks building the MRT,
Taipei City Mayor Ma Ying-jeou (%9&)’1)
and a new player called the Taiwan
Professional Civil Engineers Association. They
traded barbs, biased reports and even had a
bit of call-in talk radio to keep the public
amused.

Of course they did nothing about the
actual causes of the flooding, which were in
roughly equal measure laziness on the part of
the Sanchung City Department of Public
Works, and corner cutting on the part of the
MRT construction folks.

So here I sit a couple of weeks later,
watching the waters rise again. Fortunately I
am up on the sixth floor, so I find the
whole thing mildly enjoyable, although in the
morning I had sandbag duty, helping to
hump sandbags to the front porch of our
building. But now that that is over I can
type this story and watch the Sanchung River
flow by my building. It is beautiful: the oil
glistening off the open-sewer pseudo-river; the
dead animals, dogs and cats and non-descript
blobs; and the sound of dear children
splashing around in the sewer, their parents
still asleep or passed out from too much
Taiwan Beer last night. All in all, it is really
idyllic.

One serious lesson to draw from all this
is something that living outside of Taipei City
has really made clear to me. And that is
there is zero difference between any of the
political parties in Taiwan. As a human rights

advocate, I somehow am supposed to be
pro-DPP, and when I equate them with the
KMT, I am sometimes accused of being
anti-DPP. I am! As to why I am so
anti-DPP, it's exactly the same reason I used
to be ant-KMT. Because I don't like
hypocrites, criminals, and dipshits with no
plan, and liars, slimeballs, and jerks just
looking to line their own pockets with
taxpayer's money. Both the KMT and the
DPP atre those things to the max. And as
the recent flooding showed, they both simply
equate governance with playing the blame
game.

Part of the reason many foreigners are so
enamored with the DPP is because they have
not seen the real DPP. They only see what I
call the "Pretty Boy Poster Boys of the
DPP" which are put on display to show
foreigners the party's progressweness " But
they are only on display in Taipei, not the
rest of the island where the DPP hold sway.
Once you step outside the Taipei City limits,
for example, over to Sanchung, it becomes
immediately obvious that there is only one
kind of Taiwanese politico, regardless of
whether he is painted pan-blue or DPP
green, and that is not a good thing. A better
color/name for both those political parties
would be the Pan-Sewer-Water Browns, but
unfortunately they're not like the real sewer
waters in the street. Those are now receding
a bit, so 1 will head off to help move the
sandbags back.

Lrian L. Keanedy is an attorney i Tanwan,
where be writes and teaches on crunmal law
and human 1ohis.
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Typhoon Tyesday
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A rather mundan

BY HARTLEY POOL

HE FIRST I heard of the typhoon closing down Taiwan

wasn't the TV, the radio, or my boss. No, it was an email

from Max Murphy of The Brass Monkey pub telling me not
to go to work, but to brave hell and earth to get 15 per cent off
drinks at his place instead. Oooh, tempting, but one look out of the
window and 1 decided to go back to sleep.

"Do you really want me to go?" I pleaded manfully.

"Where's my breakfast?" she answered, with just a hint of gitlish
charm.

Right, she wanted me to go then.

I stepped out onto the balcony and squished on my flip-flops.

"My flip-flops are very wet," I whimpered, "and a bit windy."

"I'm still hungry," she threatened, with that beautifully underplayed
sense of  pou dont brie back food soom, you suange and scarv
excuse for a man, I gome to dingle you out of the window by
Jour testcles. And so 1 waded out of the door and set out for the
7-Eleven, a sense of adventure in my heart and a sense of mystery in
my brain.

Outside the wotld wasn't so different from the day before — less
people on the street and a sense of impending something or other,
but not so wet anymore and only a slight, Winnie-the-Pooh-type
bluster to the air.

"Ha ha," T congratulated myself, "this is going to be casy."

And then the skies shat all over me.

I almost turned back then. What was the point in continuing?
Nowhere was going to be open in this kind of weather. Only the
thought of my beloved's rapidly fading smile and an ache in my
ball-sack kept me going.

Of course, I had underestimated the local store. Family Mart and
7-Eleven are like the cockroaches of the retail world. There could be
a nuclear attack, the Chinese might invade, but they don't give a shit
— they still want to sell you drinks with the word "ice" on them,
and a new range of chilled desserts that are actually pretty damn good
if you can't be bothered to walk all the way to the bakery.

I left my umbrella at the door, walked in, and found that a whole
— though comparatively small — section of society had taken shelter
here. It was like a little lost wotld, though instead of dinosaurs and
cavemen anachronistically thrown together, the shop was full of
hunted-looking women and squealing kids. I bought a pair of
newspapers, some milk, a large bottle of water and then, chuckling,
remembered bread. Gosh, if I came all the way here and forgot
breakfast, then who knows what might happen.

There was no bread.

ILLUSTRATION: ~ FLOATY

"Bread?" I said to the nine-year-old shop assistant, hoping perhaps,
that like pornography, she kept a secret stash under the counter for
emergencies. But she just looked at me. What kind of a man was I?
So there was no bread, she'd just have to deal with it. I paid for my
goods and stormed out. Inside, the waiting masses gave me a forlorn
wave, perhaps wondering if they would ever see the valiant,
typhoon-braving foreigner again. Then I noticed one of the little girls
was laughing at my denim shorts.

"But the bakery's a twenty-minute walk, I might die."

"In English class we learned that 'might' is a modal verb," she

smiled, and I nodded my head — she was really coming along, "If
you dorz? go to the bakery, then you won't need the modal verb
anymore."

I tried to puzzle this out.

"And that was a first conditional," she added proudly.

Fifty minutes later she was enjoying her breakfast, and 1 was on
the living room floor trying to swim out of my clothes.

Typhoon days are great for getting all those things done you've
been putting off — clean the house? Well, after seven hours of
kicking around, playing X-box and writing articles, I'm glad to. Watch
those VCDs that you bought for NT$39 each and never quite got
around tor /Zawless and Chasig Amy it is, then. Eat all the crap
from the fridge that you bought in the vain hope you might one day
actually stay in and enjoy a home-cooked meal. Too bad it's all
several months out of date, but hey, you could burn the shit out of
it, thereby killing any bugs or unpleasant taste.

Okay, well that's all done, the TV secems to be suggesting some
LDay Atier 7omorrow type scenario, I've burned out the X-box, the
house is sparkling, we've imprisoned all the cockroaches, and if we
have to watch another video, I think I'll strangle myself. The only
things I can think of to do are (a) write another article, this time
entitled "Wet and Windy Wednesday," on the off-chance that
tomorrow is quite bad, but not as bad as today, (b) make a short
movie with my DV cam entitled "Typhoon Tuesday," a tightly scripted
one-act dramatic interpretation of me, sat on the couch, feeling rather
bored, or (c) start a religious movement.

I plumb for (c), but give up after a few minutes of trying to
convince Anita to convert to Typhoonism, as even I am not entirely
sure yet of our aim, religious deity, or whether it means abstaining
from anything nice.

In any case, it's been a busy day. We decide to go to bed.

LHardey Pool hives i Taper. Read more of his fumor at: www:
larderpool.com. First Person s a page for mdividuals’ Taivan
expetrences. Sead yours o extra@lilpao. com.
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Cultural Production [Artl]

Kinmen's Bunker Museum

The boggling union of 1.4 million bombs, 2,000 bunkers, and the world's

A S s,

BY DAVID FRAZIER

AITING TO board a flight to

Taiwan's biggest ever contemporary

art junket last Friday morning in
the Sungshan Airport, I heard someone sitting
behind me say, "It's nice to get a chance to
do a story on Taiwan that's not about
politics."

Wondering who the fuck could say that
an NT$32 million, Taiwan government-funded
art exhibition in a recently demilitarized war
zone between Taiwan and China was "not
about politics," 1 turned and said, "I take it
you're covering the Bunkers exhibition?"

It turned out he was a political reporter from
the New York Zimes Beijing bureau. We
were about to board a plane headed for
Kinmen, a small Taiwanese island that's been
wedged in the teeth of Communist China
since Chiang Kai-shek's army first occupied it
(in retreat) in 1949. Through decades of
fighting and shelling, Chiang's Nationalist
forces managed to hold it, as well as an
advanced satellite called Little Kinmen and a
few oversized rocks in the sea, as a front
line of defense against the PRC. Kinmen is
located smack dab in the middle of Xiamen
Bay, a valuable natural harbor, and is only 2,
310 meters from the nearest China-held islet.
The ultimate front line though is a beach on
Little Kinmen still heavily mined above the
beach and picketed around the low-tide mark
with skeletal rows of railroad-tie spikes that
defend against landing craft. From there it's
only about six kilometers from downtown
Xiamen, a bustling waterfront city in China's
Fujian Province that now looks back at
Chiang's old camouflaged bunkers nests with
a brand new girder and glass convention
center, concrete apartment towers, and a
couple of beach resorts.

The exhibition, which opened last Saturday
(Sep 11) and runs for through January 2005,
is called the Bunkers Museum of
Contemporary Art (BMoCA — ﬁﬁ@%@ﬁféﬁ)
In every way possible, it plays on the fact
that it is sitting in a freshly defunct war
zone. Hopping off the tour bus at the first
bunker, everyone on the art-party train,

An installation spanning nearly the entire 110km cst of Kinmen called "Stay Out! We're The Real China!" by General Chiang Kaishek. Hold on, was that part of the exhibifion?

including me, spent plenty of time snapping
digital photos of the "Danger Mines" signs. It
was just too appealing, this whole novelty of
non-threatening danger.

BMoCA's curator, 47-year-old Cai
Guogiang (ZX[F58#), was born a couple dozen
kilometers away from Kinmen, across the
ocean-border in Fujian Province. At the
opening press conference, he said, "I feel like
I'm half from Kinmen." It was the kind of
thing a politician would say, you know,
bullshit. He's been living in New York City
for close to 20 years and has an amazing
way of pleasing everybody, selling himself to

PHOTO: DAVID FRAZIER

BMoCA curator Cai Guo-giang.

the west as a Chinese artist who works with
gunpowder (his circle of flame last year for
the 150th anniversary of New York's Central
Park), to China as a native son (a huge
fireworks show to show off Shanghai as the
2001 APEC host), and to Taiwan as a
strait-bridger. Of the exhibition's goals, he
said: "We're turning Hokkien culture" —
Hokkien is the shared language between
Fujian and Taiwan — "battleground culture,
and immigration culture into something new.
Here we're not just making an exhibition,
we're trying to start a cultural transformation.”
In person, Cai is tall, and with his closely
cropped head, has the look of a hip and

art elite

PHOTO: DAVID FRAZIER

benevolent Buddhist monk. Our only direct
exchange over the weekend went like this:
Me: "Nice jacket."

Cai Guo-qiang: "It's Issey Miyaki. He gave
it to me."

Almost impossibly, Cai consistently shies
away from the political connotations of his
art, something he has to do to maintain his
favor with China. In 1998, he shot off 200
small rockets in front of the Taipei Fine Arts
Museum, an act he maintains was not about
politics. Many Taiwanese artists feel
differently. At about 2am the night after the
show opened, 1 was sitting around a
gun-battery-turned-installation-gallery with a
bunch of artists. We were drinking beer
smuggled over from the mainland on fishing
boats, and 1 asked Manray Hsu GFT3C3f), a
Taiwanese freelance curator, what he thought
the rockets. He put it like this: "Of course
[Cai] says that, but how can it not be
political? In 1996, China shoots missiles just
off the coast of Taiwan, and then in 1998
[Cai] shoots missiles into a commercial
airway?" The museum is just next to the
Sungshan Airport, which had to suspend
flights for 20 minutes to accommodate the
work. Chinese artists have also been accused
Cai of hedging. At the 2000 Shanghai
Biennial, he was assailed for exploiting
Chinese traditions in the international
marketplace. Cai's art is often brilliant, but he
walks a delicate line.

As early as 1991, Cai had the utterly
frivolous idea of refurbishing Kinmen's
bunkers as love hotels, but fortunately that
didn't happen. The present show has used 18
bunkers for installation art by artists that
were plugged as coming from Taiwan and
China. Of course that wasn't really true. The
"mainland Chinese" artists present were expats
living in the US or Europe; two actual
Mainland were prevented by the PRC
government from attending, as was the
Chinese press; so in the end, only one of
eighteen artists from China, Liu Xiadong (%
/J\ﬁ) made it, because, as one of the
organizers told me, "he atrived very eatly."

After touring Kinmen and BMoCA for a
day and a half, I remember telling somebody




Taiwanese soft porn star Yin Lling made love to o ckelefon in o bunker between manikins of (hiuna‘-Kai-éhek and Mao Zedong. It was incredibly stupid, this decadent contemporary art.

that "the whole challenge of this exhibition is
for it to be more interesting than Kinmen
itself." A post-martial-law, front-line culture on
an island one-third the size of Taipei that's
had 1.4 million shells dropped on it. What
could be more fascinating? But now I take
back my little idea. What Cai has done is
appropriate Kinmen itself as his art, and that
is an amazing thing, mainly because he's done
it successfully, with artworks that have
managed to tap Kinmen's otherworldly reality.
By doing so, Cai continues to carve out his
place in history, (and as if to lobby for that,
his PR people even flew in British critic and
curator James Putnam, who gave a lecture on
the de-institutionalization of the museum since
the Modern era. It started with Marcel
Duchamp's personal museum in a briefcase
and concluded with: "The museum is no
longer the container of works that are unique.
With the virtual, these things are no longer
unique or containable." But the real implied
ending was the bunker show we'd been
touring, an exhibition that will be experienced
virtually by everyone save the handful of
critics, journalists, and sponsors flown in
specifically to see it.).

My worry about BMoCA, however, is that
the arrangement is parasitic. Let's face it, the
New York art scene is a virus, a zombie
chasing the next available piece of flesh.
What it feeds on is other-ness, and exotic,
bunkerized Kinmen is a perfect victim.
Moving beyond the abstract debate on what
to do with voraciously expanding
mega-memes, there's the NT$18 million spent
by the Kinmen County Government and the
prospective returns on that investment.
Taiwan's four Taipei Biennials since 1998 are
Taiwan's only contemporary art shows that
have ever hit the NT$20 million range. For
Taipei, and by extension Taiwan, they're
worth it. But tiny, population-60,000 Kinmen?
At the opening, County Magistrate Lee
Juh-feng (Z/FHE) said he hoped the show
would boost tourism, but nobody really
believes that will happen. What Kinmen has
gained, via another NT$10 million courtesy of
the central government's Council of Cultural
Affairs, is a culture bureau, something it
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never had before and established just prior to
this show. Oh yeah, and an article in the
New York Zimes (The reporter told me on
the plane that he'd been sent "because the
people in New York seemed very interested
in this.").

Still to enter into the accounting though,
there are the less tangible and long-term

benefits of changing perceptions about
Kinmen and the island's own sense of
identity. The fighting in the Xiamen Bay
stopped in 1978, by which more than 10,000
Taiwanese had been killed there. In the catly
1990s, by which time martial law on Kinmen
had already ended, the island was still
manned with up to 100,000 troops.

Much of the art, especially by the
Taiwanese artists, reflects this. The Da Lun
Wei Art Squad basically did a research project
on defectors 1949 to present, either from the

PHOTO:  BMoCA

ROC or PRC. It's a history you wouldn't
expect in a place where propaganda was the
mindset. Lee Ming-wei created a historical
piece that had nothing to do with the war,
focusing instead on the lore of community
several hundred years old.

But maybe even more significant was the
actual demilitarization of territory BMoCA

PHOTO: DAVID FRAZIER

effected. "Before this, the local people weren't
even allowed to come here," said Taiwanese
filmmaker Tsai Ming-liang of the bunker
where he installed a statue, a dramatic
theatre, and one of his own films. "With
globalization, the whole world is becoming
more and more the same. Here too. But this
will help Kinmen's people take a look and

see themselves."

Darid Frazier 15 editor of POTS Fxira.




Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

Wu Bai and China Blue
(ffifF and ChinaBlue)

Fri, Sep 17 and Sat, Sep 18 at 7:45pm
Taipei International Convention Center (75 k
[ P& 35 Hu0s), 1, Sec 5, Hsinyi Rd, Taipei
(BALTHHE RS P —57)

Tickets: NT$899-1699 through ERA outlets
Taiwan's king of live rock, Wu Bai, is now
touring Taiwan and these two dates are his
Taipei stop. The tour is called Love Power
(F J)4£H3K6), and backing him up is the
band that helped him rise to status, China
Blue. So get ready to hold your lighters high
- until security tells you to put 'em out. This
is Taiwan's equivalent of The Eagles.

Y Elton John

Thu, Sep 23, 8pm

Taipei Soccer Stadium (&dbizHd LA ERE)
Tickets: NT$1200-6000 through ERA outlets
Elton John will stop through Taipei as part
of his Asia tour promoting the newly re-
leased "One Night Only,” a sort of greatest
hits including a double CD and a DVD with
32 clips of live songs.

% %k Endless Summer Party
CKEIRED)

Sat, Sep 25 from 10pm till midnight
Honeymoon Bay, Dahsi, Ilan County (‘B FfUEM
KR H )

According to the advert, both the local ward
chief and "uncle police” are "good friends" of
this party - of course that has two vastly
different interpretations. On the decks: DJ
Jockey Higher (our electro spirit captain),
playing Progressive House, Trance, Club~
Dance, 80s, Reggae, UK dance new singles.
Also fire spinning and cocktails. Happens rain
or shine.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(E3H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(FEMTIERS — 1715741

Tel: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week,
from 9:30pm. Cover varies for special shows.
Mondays and Wednesdays: open jams, no
cover. Tuesdays: Jazz Improvisation, hosted
by Uno, a member of JIVE STAKES BAND who
plays piano, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Thurs-
days: NEW DECISION QUARTET, NT$250 mini-
mum + 10%. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS, NT$300
minimum + 10%. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES, a
jazz quartet plus a vocalist, NT$300 minimum
+ 10%. Sundays: TRIO JAZZ, including two
players from Japan, NT$250 minimum + 10%.
* Citizen Cain

(KBIER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (& ]Li5 E1E67%55%)
Tel: (02) 2706-2162

Open: Mon-Thu, 5pm-1:30am; Fri-Sat, 5pm-2:
30am; Sun 2-10:30pm. Mondays: 2-4-1 Pizza
specials. Tuesdays: NT$10 wings all night. Ev-
ery second Wednesday: WORD, an open mic
night for poetry, spoken word, oratory and
play acting. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open
mic night for musical jams, from 9pm. Fri-
days: NT$150 pasta and NT$100 wine. Week-
ends: DJs. No cover. Saturdays: house DJs
and Carlsburg.

223 Jinhua St, Taipei (&dbii<efEE22355%)
Tel: 2393-1726

The drinkers drinking bar in Taipei. Wednes-
days: Open mic night from 10pm. A free
drink for all performers. Music, poetry, com-
edy, lap dances, etc.

Thursdays: Blue Beat with DJ Scrubba. Reg-
gae, ska, and other Jamaican treats. Cheap
beer too. Fridays: Free live bands downstairs
and DJs Rafe and Joe. Drink promotions. Sat-
urdays: Special events and drinks promotions.
Shots and Coors from NT$60.

LIVE THIS FRIDAY (Sep 17): Asleep and Xi-
aoGe. Aboriginal Blues artist. Starts 10pm,
Happy Hour runs 'til 11

% The Living Room

CNEREEE)

3F, #8 Nanjing E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei
(FAETTFE R R S8R 31E)

Tel: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Wednesdays: Showcase Jam, if
you can play, bring an instrument, if not,

bring a date, 9:30pm. Thursdays: Japanese
drummer, Dafu Ganshi has put together a
swinging trio, 9:30pm, no cover. Fri, Sep 17:
VITA-SOUL, good down home groovy jazz
from the 60's, featuring Aaron (bass), Lanny
(guitar), Daz (drums), and that sax guy (&%
#%) Corbett, 10pm, no cover. Sat, Sep 18:
TAIPEl ROUGE WITH BLACK PEARL. Black
Pearl has performed at top notch Jazz Festi-
vals in Finland and France, billed with leg-
ends like BB King, Tony Bennett, Marlena
Shaw, Clarence Gate Mouth Brown, Taj Ma-
hal, Chick Corea, Phil Collins, and more, giv-
ing phenomenal renditions of the Great Dark
Divas of yesterday -- Billie Holiday, Dinah
Washington, Nina Mae McKinney, and Sarah
Vaughan to name a few. James Brown has
crowned her the only God Daughter of Soul.
8:30pm, NT$450 w/ drink.

NTU Corridor Cafe

GERRIIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - & KBS E
BE— 1)

Tel: (02) 8369-5656
Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Fri, Sep 17: TAIPEI
HUQIN CHAMBER ENSEMBLE (5 b 28 5 A 4
[#]), fusion of western classical and Chinese
folk by five musicians playing three types of
Chinese two-stringed instruments, gaohu (&)
#H), erhu (—#H), and zhonghu, and piano,
8pm, NTS$250. Fri, Sep 24: T-FUNK ALL s,
Toshi Fujii leads an all-stars-type band with
vocal section, horn section, and rhythm section,
playing 14 jazz-funk numbers, 8pm, NT$300.
Sat, Sep 25: QIU YUN-QING VOICE SERIES II
(FkiETHE 2% (—.)), traditional Chinese opera
vocal recital (in costume), 8pm, NT$400 w/
drink.

* Peshawar

(P L)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& dLTTHlA RS
80453%5%)

Tel: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm, NT$250 w/ 1 drink.

 Riverside Music Cafe
(B )

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (FHAETTiFENTIRES 3E24485:257B1)

Tel: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, NT$250, unless
otherwise noted. Mondays: Open Jam, 9:00pm,
no cover. Thu, Sep 16: R.G.B. and SMOOTH
9-5. Fri, Sep 17: RIVERSIDE JAZZ COLLEC-
TIVE, a quartet. » Sat, Sep 18: ORIENTAL
EXPRESS (5 fjf#Hi). Sun, Sep 19: FORMULA
and OUT OF CONTROL(%:#%). Mon, Sep 20:
Open Jam, 9pm, no cover. Tue, Sep 21:
NEON, rock band led by female singer/song-
writer, pop-alternative flavor. Wed, Sep 22:
WON FU (HE7#), quirky, friendly indie-punk.
Thu, Sep 23: XIAO GE (% %) and LITTLE
NURSE (/]\i#+-). Fri, Sep 24: RIVERSIDE JAZZ
COLLECTIVE, Fusion Night. Sat, Sep 25: CIA-
CIA'S SUI HAO BAND (ciaciaffyFflf744H]). Sun,
Sep 26: BA NAI ([2.%%), powerful female abo-
riginal singer/songwriter on acoustic guitar
and microphone, one of Taiwan's best.

* Stage

B1, 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&HAbLTifAREE22
57B1)

Tel: 8786-1590

A new designy, funky lounge/club from the
folks at Whiskey with live jazz every night but
Mondays. Fridays: Taiwanese drummer Hwang
Ray-fung. Fridays and Saturdays: DJs spin popu-
lar dance music after jazz bands. Opens daily
from 6pm, minimum charge NT$350.

% % Underworld

(Gt k)

Shihda Rd., No. 45 (JLrfiffikR455%)

Tel: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. Thu, Sep 16: CLAIRE and
EMILY, an electronica band. Fri, Sep 17:
1976, a very good, crooning guitar band w/
Brit rock influences. Sat, Sep 18: LTK (7K
1% /N it ), post-punk w/ wild stage antics,
heavy symbolism, Taiwan's first and greatest
rock band, playing with HAN GAO ZU (i
fil). Thu, Sep 23: FALL OF THIS CORNER (—
[~ ®k), emo hardcore, + ?7?. Fri, Sep 24:
CLIPPERS 'TOO HARD' (#&-f-"Afiimh;') with DJ
Tai ($k), Xiao Ying (/)\), and La-la (%i%f),
Xiao Ying is the David Berne of Taiwan, and
this is his music. Sat, Sep 25: 666, hardcore,
nu-metal, HOTPINK, grrrl punk.

% The Wall

GEE)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (& ik
PUEZ20055B1)

Tel: (02)2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-

er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost
NT$50 less in advance and admission is w/
drink. Fri, Sep 17: BB BOMB (BBi), all-girl
punk rock, FALL OF THIS CORNER (—J#.~ k),
emo hardcore, BANJI (4 #%), CHOP SUEY
COMPANY (344N 7)), 8:30pm, NTS$300. Sat,
Sep 18: ECHO, TUO YAN (%¢fR), and CELLU-
LOID (##%3#%), 8:30pm, NTS$300. Wed, Sep
22: CHAIRMEN (¥ 9if), rock, LAND OF MESS
(ERLZE), punkish rock, JIN GANG (<),
LIU JIA (/H), A-DI-ZAl (i 24 1), TAIWAN
BLUE, and DOG G (k%), a big phat Tai-
wanese rappin' MC, maybe you've seen him
on MTV, 8:30pm, NT$300. Fri, Sep 24:
STOCKINGS (% 1), FIRE E.X. (3K 28),
straight punk from Kaohsiung, BAD DAUGHTER
(£ 50), indie-pop, SEMI-CON (4 i),
punk, FALL OF THIS CORNER (—[# > k), e-
mo, hardcore, 8:30pm, NT$300. Sat, Sep 25:
XL, hardcore, rap-metal w/ DJ, sometimes
pretty wicked, 8:30pm, NT$300.

Y Witch House

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(ALTH#7 25 R 3 Y5645 75%)

Tel: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Thu, Sep 16: YE SHU-YIN
& 543 BAND (HEfafp& flU = K%4%). Fri, Sep
17: ZHANG XUAN (35 %), piano rock (think
Coldplay). Sat, Sep 18: OPEN EYE - D(J#M&%E
D), with band members Xiao Hao (/)\%%), gui-
tar, Meng-meng (}{¥), accordion, and A-mi
(Y [RE), vocals. Thu, Sep 23: BEARBABES (fi&
# H), nimble and tender electronica band.
Fri, Sep 24: ZIRAN JUAN (H#%k4#%), fresh and
easy with a bit of a bossa nova feel. Sat,
Sep 25: CHEN WEN-YU ([iizz§E) and JIANG
JUN-LIANG (JT.f2%%), two women and one
man doing songs with undertones of Broad-
way or maybe Hollywood jazz.

Dance Clubs

*AXD

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&Lt
BLPEpE—EE8YEB1)

Tel: (02) 2762-9646

The latest edition of TeXound, open 'til
mid-morning on weekends, the gay dance
crowd is often a presence. Fridays: NT$500
w/drink or NT$300 w/drink b4 1am, NT$300
w/drink for ladies all night. Every 4th Friday
of the month is Lady's Nite, women get in
free. Saturdays: NT$500 w/drink or NT$300
w/drink b4 1am. Fri, Sep 17: LEE BURRIDGE,
best know for a style of house fusing dubby,
funk, and progressive elements, but also with
some breaks in there, on the decks
11pm-4am, NTS$600, or NT$400 b4 11pm or
after 4am. Fri, Sep 24: 2 parties in 2 rooms,
Lady's Nite w/ house DJs playing prog and
trance and Breakbeast 06, a night of breaks
by DJs ANTHANY, DAN, STAN, CRIMSON, and
DAN, women get in free.

% Club Focus

B1, 88 Sungren Rd (75 LT/ { % 8857 B1)
near Warner Village

Tel: (02) 2345-6928

A new club in the space recently occupied
by Bacchus. Fri, Sep 24: DJ PETE LORIMER
(UK) plays from 1-4am. In support are local
DJs Hwan Way, dk, and Alex Wu. Progres-
sive, trance, tribal. NTS$500 or NT$350 b4
midnight.

% Club Patio

B1, 22 Sungshou Rd (& dbTifAEER%225%) in
the Neo19 building

Tel: (02) 8780-8868

Sat, Sep 18: Loads of Love Party (fi:[RfY%5 -
FY NHRES) with DJs SANAYAMA, Alex WU,
and DK playing progressive, tribal, funky
house, sponsored by dj.com.tw, Diesel, and
Men's Uno, 9pm-6am. Go to dj.com.tw and
print out the flyer to get in free.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BCTHTE PR VU 985 1145

Tel: (02) 6638-9988

Small, intimate, and fairly classy, there's
never a cover and it's in the middle of the
Chunghsiao nightlife district. Weekends: DJs
spin hip hop, sometimes house, special par-
ties excepted. No cover. Sat, Sep 18: Love
Groove, old skool hip hop and underground
house by DJs @LLEN, NINA, and DA, no cover.
% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (#dbifi
BRI RTR2E)

Tel: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

% Lust

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wu-Chung St, Taipei (JLifivh
[T 5 T2 B 725 5F)

Tel: (02) 2370-2162

A fairly large gay disco on the corner of
Shining S. Rd (PH%EF§[%) and Wu-Chung St in
Shimending (this is where Circuit used to be).
* LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LT AR S U EL 20155 714%)

Tel: (02) 2772-1000.

Reservations: 0955-904-600

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the Gal-
leria main ballroom, trance, house and pro-
gressive in the Lotus room, and more. No
sandals or flip-flops. Wednesdays: FRESH,
playing hip-hop, r&b, and reggae. SUGAR in
the Onyx room (the old Cigar Lounge up-
stairs), Ladies' night, men NT$500 or free b4
10pm, women free all night. Thursdays: Re-
lease Night, NT$500 or half price with col-
lege student ID, drink incl. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: NT$700, NT$400 b4 11pm, free b4
10pm. Fri, Sep 17: The Connect Crew pre-
sents Rumble in the Jungle, w/ DJs SAUCEY,
TRIX, THE SUNDANCE KID, and EDMUND. Sat,
Sep 18: Tribal House Party "The World," with
DJ VERTIGO. Fri, Sep 24: Citrus featuring
JOHNNY FIASCO, an international producer,
remixer, DJ, style: sexy, deep, soulful,
jazzy, Latin-inspired.

% Mash

No 40, Sec 1, Huameishi St, Taichung (%1
eSS — e 4057)

Ph: (04) 2326-3509

A Taichung's lounge bar devoted to music,
pizza, wine, and sleek interior design. DJs
spin house with weekend hip-pop. Wednes-
days: Ladies night, get a free glass of cham-
pion before midnight. Every Friday and Satur-
day in September: Taekwando Party series:
Fri, Sep 17: DJ EM. Sat, Sep 18: DJs SL and
AKIRA. Fri, Sep 24: DJ AKIRA. Sat, Sep 25:
DJ APPLE.

% Ministry of Sound (MoS)

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&dbmiHpliE
ST = 31055 A S )

Tel: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004. It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies Night, men NT$400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600 or NT$350
b4 11pm. Cab fare up to NT $200 is de-
ductible on entry. Sat, Sep 18: STEVE MAC
(UK), real name Steve McGuiness is a DJ/Pro-
ducer, here he'll spin house from 12:30-3am.
% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(&dbifi/\fEi54E13857124%)

Tel: (02) 2362-1600

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, ladies free, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&5dEbili/\fER54E13857124)

Tel: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free and free champagne
for Ladies' Night. Fridays: BiKiNi Party! Ladies
wearing bikinis get in free.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (& ALTi R HUER S
PUEZ1825%1F )

Tel: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone
spin progressive, breakbeat, and tech house
until 7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies'
Night, men NT$350 or NT$200 with student ID.
Fridays and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500
or NT$350 b4 midnight. Sundays: After par-
ties from 7am-noon, NT$350 or NT$250 after
7am. Closed other nights. Fri, Sep 24: DJ
Mix Floor Guide party w/ DJs dk and TED-
DY-DONG. Mon, Sep 27: Chinese Fu party w/

DJs SAM, STONE, TONY-DONG, TIGER,
11pm-7am, NT$350.
% Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - #bmifAEE#s185%B1)

Tel: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$500.
Thursdays: White House, house parties, with
resident DJ SAUCEY, NT $300. Fridays and
Saturdays: women NT$500, men NT$700. Sat-
urdays: Mini Skirt Contests, free entry and
free drink for ladies wearing mini skirts.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
AL LR 1 EE15555B2)

Tel: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some




rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays on-
ly: NT$300, or NT$150 after 5:30am.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&b
TS B — EE24957B1)

Tel: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house,
as long as it's dancey. Tuesdays: all you can
drink beer, NT$400. Wednesdays: women free
for Ladies night, men NT$300 w/drink. Thurs-
days: Flava, men free b4 midnight, ladies free
all night w/ free screwdrivers before mid-
night. Fridays: Urban Space w/ hip hop n
rock n roll all night, NT$500 w/drink. Satur-
days: Spot light, Live DJs and MCs, NT$500
w/ drink.

Classical

% Quartetto di Venezia

Fri, Sep 17, 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 &445E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&AbiidLFE
121,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300-2500

Alberto Battiston (violin), Andrea Vio (violin),
Luca Morassutti (viola), and Angelo Zanin (cel-
lo) will play works by BOccherini, Bazzini,
Verdi, and Herdrich.

yJanos Balint Flute Recital
Sat, Sep 18, 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([57 & 445E)

Tickets: NT$300-2000

Hungarian flutist Janos Balint, with piano ac-
companiment by Eri Inukai Caccompanist, will
play works by Doppler, Dvorak, Taffanel,
Saint-Saens, and Sarasate-Balint.

% Das Lied von der Erde

Sun, Sep 19 and Mon, Sep 20 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall (|57 & 448E)

Tickets: NT$300-1500

Tenor Mineo Nagata and baritone Kewei Wang
join the National Symphony Orchestra for this
performance of Chien Nan-chang's Symphony
No. 1: When the Bugle Starts, and Gustav
Mahler's Das Lied von der Erde. The Mahler
selection was originally based on seven Chi-
nese poems translated into German, but
Mahler never lived to see it performed.

% The Fantastic Tuba World
Wed, Sep 22, 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (52 5%45E)

Tickets: NT$200-500

The Taipei Youth Horn Band plays four con-
certos and concertinas for tuba.

I e
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% Purely 16 Film Festival

(R AHBILRZR)

Sep 24 to Oct 8

Theater A of the President Theater (4 #f 5%
), 4F, 59, Sec 1, Chonghua Rd, Taipei (&b
T HHEERE —E595R A1)

Tickets: NT$150 at the theater, books of 6
tickets available in advance for NT $790
through Sep 23 through www.artsticket.com.tw
Web: www.purely16.com.tw

Now in its 6th year, the Purely 16 Film Festi-
val is and independent festival that puts the
spotlight on local young indie filmmakers. O-
riginally, the idea was that all films would be
16mm, but other formats have been added so
that the festival now includes DV, Betacam,
and even 35mm films. The festival features
13 films in about six programs, one a special
focus on director Zhang Wen-xiong. The
schedule rotates daily. The films are as fol-
lows: SEEDIQ BALE (#§f# 77 [ %¢) 2003, 35mm,
Color, 5mins by aboriginal director Wei
De-sheng (Bif#5); JUMP! BOYS (FAURME! 53 £%)
2004, DV, Color, 80mins, director Lin Yu-xian
(PkEE); FAREWELL 1999 (FF&T—JLJ)LIL)
2003, DV, Color, 26mins, director Wu Jing-yi
(B#1a); GO OUT TO SEA (HiZ:iEsE) 2004,
35mm, Color, 46mins, director Zhou Yi-wen
(J&2L52); SEVEN SCENES ABOUT LOVE (E (&)=
Fr) 2003, 16mm, Color, 17mins, director Chen
Xiao-ling ([filE¥y); TWO MEN (Wi {E A) 2004,
DV, Color, 45mins, director Long Xiao-wen ([&
#30); LAMB (i #%¥-) 2003, 16mm, Color,
40mins, director Xiao Li-xiu (i JJ{&); THE
PRINT (}LF[J) 2004, DV, Color, 30mins, direc-
tor Ko Meng-rong (i Zff); IN INFINITY (&5 fi
i) 1999, DV, Color, 8mins, director Zhang
Wei-xiong (5E{&/#); AFTER THE CRESCENT (H
%) 1997, 35mm, Color, 123mins, director
Zhang Wei-xiong; AMONG THE STARS (=% & #ifi
#f) 2000, 35mm, Color, 88mins, director
Zhang Wei-xiong; AND ALSO THE ECLIPSE (X%
%) 2003, 35mm, Color, 91mins, director
Zhang Wei-xiong. See web site for schedule.
% Peace Film Festival

Sep 12-19 in Taipei; Sep 22-26 in Xinzhu; Oct
10-22 in Taizhong; Oct 11-17 in Kaoshiung
Spot - Taipei Film House (OLELi&JILEFER),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N. Rd, Taipei (&Lt
ILHERS —B1855)

Tel: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: free for all films, available at the
door 30 minutes before the show

Web: www.peace.org.tw

The time for peace could not come soon e-
nough. PEACETIME Foundation of Taipei pre-
sents a series of sixteen films from around
the world to educate us about the need for
peace. The festival includes feature length
films and documentaries from around the
world, and some Taiwanese animation shorts.
Films include: THE FOG OF WAR ([ 5% 7%)
2004, 107 mins, director Errol Morris; S21:
THE KHMER ROUGE KILLING MACHINE (S21 7%
R A HESS) 2003, 101 mins, director Rithy
Pann; MISS ENTEBBE (Gff &2t fi{ 1) 2003, 80
mins, director Omni Levy; OSAMA (772 Bifi3E)
2004, 82 mins, director Siddiq Barmak; FIRST
THEY KILLED MY FATHER (753 #% 7 Ik A2 #1)
2001, 52 mins, director Luong Ung; TWIN SIS-
TERS (/& k% 4=3%) 129 mins, director Ben
Sombogaart; ANGELUS DE COEUI (%A~ $i#)
2004, 86 mins; HOW HIGH IS THE MOUNTAIN
(11145 % %) 2002, 56 mins, director Tang Xi-
ang-Ju; EXPERIMENTAL TAIWANESE (E.T.H k2
[{) 2003, 56mins, Wu Mi-Sen; LOSE (4t),
2004, 4 mins, director Feng Wen; MOTHER (%4
RFf1) 2003, 18 mins, director Lin Chun-Hua;
THE SORROW FOR A CITY (%) 2002, 10
mins, director Qiu Li-Wei; MOONLIGHT (H>¢)
2003 5 mins, director Chen Guo-Jie; RED LA-
BEL RICE WINE (f#[f%i>3¥4) 2004, 11 mins, di-
rector Chen Ming-Xiu; FLYWAY (7F¢ & fiji i )
2003, 4 mins, Chen Sheng-Bo ; KA VA LAN (4
AEMESEE ) 1999, 90 mins, director Kang
Jin-He. See web site for schedule.

[] Stag

% Body at War!

Fri, Sep 17 and Sat, Sep 18 at 2:30pm and 7:
30pm; Sun, Sep 19 at 2:30

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(Bl &%), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&
JErHr L FEE S 21.2.155)

Tickets: NT$350

The struggle between the body, mind and
heart is the theme of this new modern dance
performance from Lin HH Dance Company.
This 70-minute performance explores how the
thoughts and feelings inside us express them-
selves physically, and how those expressions
affect the ways we relate to other people.

% Cloud Gate Dance Theater's

Fall Season Extravaganza

Sep 18, 20-25 at 7:45pm; Sep 19 and 26 at
2:45pm

National Theatre ([ 5%%102), 21-1, Chung-
shan S. Rd., Taipei (&ALmihLIFEG#EE21.215%) -
on the south side of the plaza

Tickets: NT$400-2000

Cloud Gate Dance Theater of Taiwan is pre-
senting two world premier productions this
fall. The first, "The Road to The Mountain,"
choreographed by Lin Hwai-Min, is a poetic
production, based on the themes and land-
scapes of the Taiwanese writer, Chen
Ying-Zhen. "On the Heights,” from choreogra-
pher Wu Kuo-Chu, is more intense and intro-
spective, exploring the conflicts, frustrations
and dualities that exist within the self. The
two pieces are being presented together.

% The Musical: The Edge of

Paradise
Thu, Sep 23, 7:30pm; Fri, Sep 24, 7:30pm;
Sat, Sep 25, 2:30pm and 7:30pm; Sun, Sep
26, 2:30pm and 7:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(EEE55), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&
JErih LR 21.2155)

Tickets: NT$550

A Taiwanese musical, written by Wang
You-Hui, directed by Li Chien-Chang, with mu-
sic by Jan Tien-Hao. This is an imaginative
musical with an endearing story about an ur-
ban man forced to help his guardian angels
accomplish their dreams.

37

Museums

%228 Memorial Peace Park

BT AEER)

3, Ketagalan Rd, Taipei ({5 biisllif&nE AoE3

5%)

Tel: (02) 2389-7228

Open: 10am to 5pm, closed Mondays

WATCHING TAIPEI CROSSING TIME AND SPACE
CELEBRATING THE CITY'S 120TH ANNIVER-

SARY: the history of Taipei and its city walls

will be presented through old photos, maps,

audio visual presentations and artifacts.

Through Sep 20.

Yy Huashan

(LA S A )

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (&bt /\flEEs—E

19%)

BEAUTY OF THOUSAND YEARS - ANGKOR CUL-

TURE FESTIVAL: This show of Cambodia's an-

cient culture includes 160 artifacts comprising

ancient Angkor's architecture, sculpture, reli-

Sneak -vs-
MoS.rezident.DJ(+5) |

XD->AXD// reNU'd ConnectCrew//
LuvGroove// JohnnyFIASCO

BY QUEEN B

TWO WEEKS ago, guest
performances by Terry
Hunter and DJ Sneak at
MoS really took me by
surprise. Both are
heavy-weight Chicago house
DJs that have been on the
scene since the very
beginning. But their names
are not at all familiar to
most Taiwanese clubbers,
and their music is also
different from the usual
prog/trancey stuff you'd
expect to hear at MoS.
But anyway, being a
frenetic house head myself, I was more than happy to see MoS
bringing in some "underground house" acts to educate the crowd.
Props for that!

Having seen DJ Sneak rock a party in the States four years ago,
I had high expectations, even though a friend had warned me: "he
may play cheesy crowd-pleasers like other international DJs do when
they come to Taiwan." I was pretty sure Sneak wouldn't do that.
And of course I was right! Sneak didn't have to play anthems to get
you dance. His set was fresh and his flawless blend of house, disco,
and a cappella tracks was full of surprises. I couldn't stop dancing.
It was definitely the best set I saw this summer!

One thing though, it seems that many Taiwanese don't know
how to groove to music that's not hard and banging, so about one
thitd of the floor gradually emptied out, and they didn't come back
until a resident D] took over the decks, replaced Sneak's groove
with some hard pumping shit, and turned up the volume, like, five
times louder. So I left with my ears ringing. There's no need to
blast music to get attention, right? Or maybe that's the true MoS
style? I wonder....

V/ [LLUSTRATION: ~ FLOATY

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>>>>>>>>>>S>UUPCOMING:

LEE BURRIDGE @ AXD (Fti, Sep 17): The club XD, ak.a
X-Direction, has just changed its name to AXD. Jimmy Chen told
me that the owner did that after going to see a fortune teller, who
told him that a two-letter name was unlucky, so he should add
another letter. So let's wish them better fortune from now on.... Lee
Burridge has played in Taiwan a couple times before and has a
pretty good reputation for his brilliant technical and programming
skills. If dubby, funky, progtressive house and breaks sound like your
cup of tea, don't miss this one!l Tix: NT$400 (11pm-midnight /
4-7am) or NT$600 (midnight-4am).

CONNECT "Rumble in the Jungle" @ LUXY (Fri, Sep 17): The
new Connect Crew now includes Saucey, Trix, the Sundance Kid, and
Edmund. Looks like another fresh new start, so let's see what kind of
fresh new stuff they come up with battling each other head to head
on the turntables. Tix: NT$700, free b4 10pm, NT$400 b4 11pm.

Love Groove @ Eden, 9/18 (Saturday): Over the last three months,
Eden's monthly "Love Groove" party has slowly built a rep with
quality old skool hip hop and underground house music. No big-room
commercial music here, the crew aims at catering to the more
sophisticated clubbers. DJs are @llen, Nina, and Da. Free Entry.

"Citrus" feat. JOHNNY FIASCO @ LUXY (Fri, Sep 24): Chicago
house genius Johnny Fiasco is known to vinyl spinners for brilliant
production and remix credits (I'm a big fan personallyl). You could
characterize his sound as sexy, deep, soulful, jazzy, and Latin-inspired.
So do me a favor and check him out, coz I will be out of town

(dang]).

Emarl your dance club news to dj queenb@hotmar com




gion, music and dance. Exhibits include a
Smiling Buddha Face (or Devata) renowned to
the entire world as well as delicate works
like stone-carving of the graceful Dancing ap-
saras and the scenes of heaven and hell in
fresco art. Silian Building. Admission:

NT$150. Through Oct 31.

% Museum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei

(GLE B

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei ({5 dbiiE 2274
395%)

Tel: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays
Web: www.mocataipei.org.tw

FICTION, LOVE - ULTRA NEW VISION IN CON-
TEMPORARY ART. In the spirit of animation
and comic culture, this exhibit brings togeth-
er works that have been influenced by ani-
me, comics, and cartoons. It hopes to pre-
sent a purely artistic exhibition, dissolving
and defining the barrier between the elites
and the masses, integrating pop culture and
high culture. Mediums include sketches, 2D,
and media arts. Pieces on exhibition are also
available for sale. International artists in-
clude those from Japan, Korea, New York,
Luxemburg, and China. There are many local
Taiwanese artists as well. Through Oct 31.
% National Museum of
History

(B TR 8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&1L 1ER495%)

Tel: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

ODE TO NATURE - MILLET, COROT AND BAR-
BIZON SCHOOL PAINTERS: The private collec-
tion of Japanese businessman Nakamura
Takeshi shows 100 scenery sketches by fa-
mous Barbizon school painters of the 19th
century, including the fine scenery of the
Foret de Fontainebleau. Through Sep 19.

A JOINT EXHIBITION OF WORKS BY CHU KO
AND CHUNG KYUNG YEUN (%%~ @[5 158 A
fE£): An exhibition by two materials artists.
Chu works with ropes, and Chung, a Korean,
works with gloves. Through Sep 19.

% National Palace Museum
(B b))

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbifi®
% BE2215%)

Tel: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004,
some galleries in the museums east wing
will be closed as part of an ongoing renova-
tion project.

A PICTURE IS WORTH MORE THAN A THOU-
SAND WORDS: This exhibition features a se-
lection of illustrations from a wide variety
of Chinese texts. Pieces on display include
woodblock prints, handwritten books, and
stone rubbings.

ASTONISHING HEAVEN: THE ANTIQUE ELE-
GANTS OF CERAMICS, JADE, IVORY, CARVING:
This must-see part of the permanent collec-
tion is being temporarily displayed in the Li-
brary to make room for renovations. These
jade, stone, and ceramic pieces are like
hand-made pieces of magic.

% National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts

(FTL 5 AE)

2, Sec 1, Wuchuan W. Rd, Taichung (& i
TGRS %)

Tel: (04) 2372-3552

Web: www.tmoa.gov.tw

9:30am-5:30pm, closed on Mondays.

EULOGY OF THE LAND - Special exhibition in
commemoration of Shiy De-jinn, a Taiwanese
oil painter who lived in Europe in the early
and mid-20th century, was known to the
likes of Picasso, and is now generally re-
garded as Taiwan's high modern master.
Through Dec 19.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHL A AE)

181, Sec 3, Zhong Shan N. Rd, Taipei (&b
TR LR = EE1815%)

Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

GEOMETRIC ABSTRACTION IN TAIWAN: A look
at the development of geometric abstraction
in Taiwanese art since the 1960s. Through
Oct 10.

MATISES/PICASSO DISCOVERY WORKSHOP: An
exhibition-workshop aimed at fostering chil-
dren's sensitivity to two of the monuments
of 20th century Modern art. Through Oct 3.
READINGS OF PEOPLE:  FAMILIARITY AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 selected on the
theme of people and their surroundings. The
exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performances. As a piece of
art speaks to its viewer, it hopes to stir cu-
riosity surround each person's life and
his/her relationship to the surrounding.
Through Sep 26.

2004 TAIPEI ARTS AWARDS: a competition of
local contemporary artists with the emphasis
on concepts, creativity, and individuality.
There are no limitations in the media or cat-
egories of art works. Through Sep 26.

Galleries

% FNAC (Asia World Store)
(BT

B1, No.337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei
(BAE TR s —F¢33757B1)

Tel: 8712-0331

Open: 11am to 9pm, Mon to Sun

CHILDREN OF HEAVEN'S BORDER: Photogra-
pher Carlos Lin subtly portrays the lives of
people living on upper edge of the world -
Tibet. Lin is the first Taiwanese invited to
participate in the Germany's Fotobild. His
photos will be displayed in the FOTOBILD04
later this year. Through Sep 29.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(TN )

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (&JLi{HEE405%
2-31%)

Tel: (02) 2507-7243

WANG YA-HUI SOLO EXHIBITION: THE DRIFT-
ING PLACE (i35 — A ). Through
Oct 2.

yMulan Arts Co.

(RTEZEfT)

No.28, Lane 260, Gungfu N. Rd, Taipei (4L
I F 260452855

Tel: (02) 8771-5559

MAGNOLIAS ~ COLLECTIONS: contemporary
ink-brush paintings by artists Wang Chuan,
Han Xianning and others, accompanied by
Buddhist statues from the Ming and Qing Dy-
nasties. Through Sep 25.

% Nowhere Cafe

(FTAENIYE)

No.1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei
(5 LT A e i — 60 15%)

Tel: 2362-5241

Open: 2pm to 2am, Mon to Sun

TOUR BABEL: The tower of Babel of the Old
Testament is a tower so high it almost
reaches heaven. French architect Mattieu
Guillaume uses this as his topic and explores
the meaning of skyscrapers in the modern
metropolis areas. Through Sep 30.

* TIVAC

(BB 2l L)

No. 1, Lane 45, Liaoning St.Taipei (104+ ]t
B AR 2957 1 1)

Tel: 2773-3347

Web:.http://tivac.net

Open: 11am to 7pm Mon to Fri, and 11am
to 5pm Sat and Sun

FLOWER GARDEN: Flowers have special mean-
ings for all of us; sometime even the ap-
pearance of a flower can be persuasive and

compelling. In Huang Zi-Qin's new show at
TIVAC, a flower's container becomes the im-
age that attracts our attention, persuades
and compels us. Through Sep 23.

ONCE ("{#4Xk—{E"): Every artist has to some-
times ask what they are trying to accomplish
with their art, and whether it's even worth it
to keep trying. A-Yuan's (if: 5% J5) current
show of color prints is a product of his own
questions about the nature and purpose of
his art, starting with photos taken when he
was in high school and spanning up to the
present. Through Sep 23.

* Taipei MOMA Gallery

(Taipei MOMAZE )

3F, No. 19, Lane 252, Tunhua S. Rd., Sec.
1, Taipei (HALHT AL & Z AR — 2524519
53

Tel: (02) 8771-3372

Web: www.taipeimoma.com

Open: 11am to 7pm Tue to Sat

PHOTO TESTIMONY BY YU WEI-TE - based on
the performance art works "MEMORIAL DAY"
and "STATE OF SEVERANCE" by Lin Ju. Yu's
photographs document two works of perfor-
mance art. For Memorial Day, Ju carried a
3-meter wood cross with 99 dead fish at-
tached for 30 kilometers from Danshui to
Taipei. Ju's focus is on the body, and he al-
so relates his work to disasters, specifically
September 11 and the Taiwan Earthquake of
1999. Through October 25.
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