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" met the sk8er boi | said see ya later boi. Il be backstage after the show." - opening up a pop orgy, Avril Lavigne plays City Hall for free on Saturday ot 7pm.
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Avril Lavigne, MTV, and City Hall

HIS SATURDAY evening (Aug 14),

MTV brings angsty pop princess Avril

Lavigne to Taipei as part of a
free-to-watch pop orgy, with 19 of Asia's
hottest acts (plus Lavigne) crammed into a
four-hour set in front of Taipei City Hall. It's
called the 2004 Taipei Pop Music Festival (’E?
jh(ﬁfﬁ%@é%k), and what's striking is:
suddenly, this is Taipei's third summer concert
with global names headlining in the space of
a month.

Taiwan, it seems, has finally discovered
rock 'n roll for its advertising potential. But
the question is by who's using it better:
politicians or corporate Taiwan? In addition
to the headliners, each of the summet's three
big concerts has had its own weird blend of
political patronage and corporate sponsorship.
The fifth Hohaiyan (RHFEE 4455 Music
Festival (Jul 16-18) had John Spencer Blues
Explosion and Andrew WK as headliners, was
organized by the DPP stronghold Taipei
County Government, and was basically paid
for entirely by 7-11. It was free, and the
incredibly overblown official attendance figure
is 300,000 people over three days (for John
Spencer, I'd generously estimate 3,000 people
remaining). Who was impressed? I'm not sure.
One rocker, astutely 1 think, called the whole
thing a "big formality" (KFFFF), as in
something you attend because you're supposed
to, then you leave.

The tenth Formoz Festival (EF&EEINE —
Jul 30-Aug 1) was the most independent of
the summer rock fests and also looked the
most sustainable without angel subsidies.
Headliners were medium-tier bands — US
folk singer Michelle Shocked and Japan's
visual rockers Sex Machineguns, to name two
— and were generally well-received by a
crowd genuinely into the vibe. Tickets cost
NT$1,000, and sponsorship came from a
fairly logical match in Taiwan Beer and also
Chunghua Telecom. The one quirk was the
endorsement and attendance by president
Chen Shui-bian (ﬁﬂ(%), who sat with
festival organizer Freddy for the set by Sex
Machineguns. One wonders what they were
talking about, Freddy's new post as Minister
of Rock F#ERIER)? Attendance, by the way,
was a fairly believable 50,000 over three days.

And now this weekend's Avril Lavigne
and the MTV all-stars, a government gift of
gooey pop singers from Chen's arch-rival,
KMT Taipei Mayor Ma Ying-jeou (and
sponsored by Panasonic).

Is this a competition for the hearts and
votes of Taipei's youth? City Government's
Ready Huang downplays any overt politics,
then says, "This could be the largest scale
concert of the summer."

Admission to this Saturday's show is free,
but MTV has created a special "rocket's
zone" that requires tickets, and MTV's Carol
Chen says they've already given away all 60,
000 spots. This simply means that Hsimenting
will be more or less empty that night, but
then again, it usually starts to clear out
around 8 or 9pm when the high school kids
go home.

The concert will open at 7pm with the
18-year-old, dark-eyeliner-heavy Lavigne, who
gets the biggest chunk of stage time, 25
minutes. She'll sing five songs, including her
anthem "Sk8er Boi" the one that goes: "He was
a sk8er boi she said see ya later boi. He wasn't
good enough for her. Now he's a superstar
slammin on his guitat, blah, blah, blah."

There will also be three pop acts from
Japan — hip-hop princess Al and idols
Hitoto Yo and Naohito Fujiki — and one
band from Korea, Rain. The interesting thing
about Rain is that they'll only be in Taiwan
for 10 hours as one of the band members
has to get back home to film a soap opera.

"All of the international artists here have
very close connections with MTV," says
MTV's Chen, adding that they're important to
the "MTV global brand."

"If you look on our web site you'll see all
their MVs" — ie. music videos — she says.

The MVs especially show up on the show
Buzz Asia, which highlights Asia's latest teen
idols. The program has also extended into a
concert series, which ferries these bands
around Asia, and sometime this year the first
ever Buzz Asia Awards will be held.

If you can't wait to see who wins, it may
be possible to rank Taiwan's pop acts in
terms of stage time at this show (what more
scientific way is there?). Here's the preliminary
rundown according to the MTV schedule: the

most minutes go to girl group S.H.E. (12
minutes), followed by the boy group 5560,
which performs the evening's finale (11 min),
then Jay Chou (10 min), Machi (10 min), and
F.IR. (10 min). Lagging behind is
Singaporean Sun Yan-zi (FRi%%) with only 5
minutes.

This will be the 3rd ever Taipei Pop
Music Festival though it's actually only the
second time it's taken place. Last year the
event was cancelled because of SARS. It was
launched in 2002. -Davad Frazrer

Jazz Explosion

The two performances of next week's
2004 Jazz Festival at the National Concert
Hall — Joe Lovano on Aug 20 and Jack
DeJohnette on Aug 28 — are already sold
out, but there also will be a number of
spin-off gigs at Taipei's jazz clubs and bars
for those without tickets.

Up to three different Swiss jazz groups
are scheduled to play Taipei clubs on August
18, 19, and 20, though this seems so much
of a coincidence that it's easier to believe the
groups are actually the same musicians
performing under different names.
Unfortunately, the venues themselves weren't
so sure about this when we called them, so
here's what we could logically deduce.

Swiss pianist Francois Lindemann, who
plays a hard swinging mix of American
straight jazz and European jazz, appears at
the Blue Note on August 18. Then, as part
of a group called Piano Seven, he plays
Brown Sugar on August 19 (minimum charge
NT$600/person), and Witch House on Aug
20 (NT$250).

On August 19, two Swiss groups play
Riverside Cafe (NT$250). They're called Duo
and Triolisme, one is jazz, one electronic
music. When we asked the folks at Riverside
whether these bands have anything to do
with the other shows around town, they told
us they weren't sure. They did, however, say
they think all these shows are spin-offs of
something or other, maybe even in connection
with the National Concert Hall. Let's call that a
rumor. If anyone can verify it, please let us
know. (For venue and time information for
these shows, see the Listings.) -2/




Out of the frying pan...

Two Chinese dissidents swam fo Kinmen seeking asylum, but they've ended up
stewing for months in Taiwan detention camps as advocates watch their cases drag

Yan Peng (left), a Chinese dissident for the last 15 years, last week

BY DYLAN BUDD

HEN RONG-LI (#ZEF]) spent eight
C years in a People's Republic of China

(PRC) prison after being arrested in
1995 for attempting to participate in a
democratic political party in provincial Jiangsu
(ILfK). The government released him in
December 2003, but he continued to face
police harassment and stints of forced
"re-education” in government prisons. To
escape persecution, he took a fishing boat out
of Xiamen (E[Y) on January 31 of this year,
and, halfway to Taiwan, began swimming
toward the shores of Kinmen (5&f'). Before
he got there, he was picked up by the
Taiwanese coast guard. After processing, he
was sent to the Ilan Chinglu detention facility
for illegal Chinese immigrants, where he has
spent the last six months awaiting a response
to his request for asylum in the United
States.

A higher profile Chinese dissident joined
him there on June 3. Yan Peng (FEf), a
political activist since the June 4, 1989
Tiananmen Incident, has been arrested and
detained repeatedly over the years in
Shandong (ILIBR) Province. In September of
2002, after mainland authorities had already
held him in custody for over a year, he was
sentenced to a year and a half with no credit
for time served. Released this year, Yan
found work managing a restaurant but faced
constant police harassment, including the
restaurant's water and electricity being shut
off. Fearing for his safety, Yan, in t-shirt and
jeans, swam on June 2 towards the shores of
Kinmen as a Chinese military vessel gave
chase, trying to shoot him in the water until
a Taiwan coast guard boat pulled him out of
the sea. He has shated the accommodation of
Chen Rong-li since.

met with human rights workers in the Taiwan detenfion cenfer where

When 1 first read about the cases of
Chen and Yan, I was optimistic. After all,
this is Taiwan, not China. While preparing
for my summer internship at the Taiwan
Association for Human Rights (TAHR), 1 had
read up on Taiwan's government and was
impressed by its reported commitment to
human rights and the repeated sound bytes of
government official saying as much. How
many times has president Chen Shui-bian (%
7KJf) been quoted pontificating about "the
universal values Taiwan shares with the US,
Japan and other international allies -- namely,
freedom, democracy, human rights and peace.."?

Headlines from 2002 also showed a
precedent for the successful resolution of an
asylum case. Democracy activist, Tang
Yuanjun (F:ET—E%), in circumstances
remarkably similar to those of Chen and Yan,
swan from a Chinese fishing boat to
Taiwanese shores and claimed political asylum
in October 2002. The Taiwanese government
was able to arrange transport to the United
States two months later with the assistance of
unnamed American officials, thus enabling the
US asylum process to begin.

When 1 arrived in Taiwan in the first
week of June, however, the fact that Chen
had already been sitting in detention for four
months did raise some alarm bells. In terms
of allowable length of administration
detention, this alteady knocked down Taiwan's
claims to human rights fame, by failing to
provide his right to process without delay.
International human rights standards demand
such rights as a check against arbitrary or
prolonged detention, which is a form of cruel
and degrading punishment. International law
prohibits indefinite imprisonment, but with
limited applicability. For comparison's sake,
the limit of administrative detention is set at

-

-

-
-
-
-
-
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he now awaits asylum.

PHOTO: DYLAN BUI

two months in Japan, France, Spain, Norway,
and the Netherlands, while it is six months
in Austria, Belgium, Sweden, and
Luxembourg.

Worse still, it appears that Taiwan doesn't
even have domestic legislation limiting
administrative detention, which could
potentially last indefinitely. This was the first,
but not the last, blow to my optimism. I
would soon learn that gaps in the law, such
as Taiwan's lack of any refugee law, mean
many cases progress slowly as files are passed
from one government agency to another.
Without the domestic law providing pressure,
decisions appear to be made on a
case-by-case basis with media pressure and
personal connections as the deciding factors.

Stll, T had hope that even without legal
protection, the powers that be were working
hard to help these asylum-secking dissidents.
After all, in late April, the former Mainland
Affairs Council (MAC) Vice Chairperson Dr.
Chen Ming-tong said, "The MAC is at
present investigating and managing this case.
Basically, we will not treat him [Chen Rongli]
as an ordinary stowaway. We will manage the
case in a very humane and dignified manner....
As to whether we will grant political asylum,
we need first to understand his willingness
(sic), and then we shall provide him with the
necessary assistance."

International red tape

At the start of my second week in
Taiwan, Monday, Junel4, less than two weeks
after Yan Peng had swan to shore, I sat in
on a meeting with National Ombudsman
Hsieh Ching-huei discussing Yan's case and
touching on Chen's. So far, so good. At least
this government official seemed to want to
help, even though the usual hurdles were
popping up. Verification of identity? Check.



Proven past persecution for political
opinion or membership in a particular social
group? No problem, the paperwork had
been prepared. I left the meeting encouraged.
It was time for the government to take over.

In most countries, third-country asylum is
handled by the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees, a major
international agency that interviews asylum
seckers, completes the paperwork, and
arranges travel to the receiving country. But
without a seat at the UN, Taiwan has to
take another route on such cases. Two
possibilities exist: Taiwan can arrange
transport to a UN member state where the
UN third-country asylum process can begin;
or, Taiwan can skip the UN process and
privately make the request and arrangements
with the receiving country. Like most of its
forays into international relations, intervention
by the PRC government is a major difficulty.
Few countries are willing to openly deal with
Taiwan, if at all, on an issue opposed by the
PRC. Escaped political dissidents are no
exception. The diplomatic discussions that
determine their fates are likely to take place
behind closed doors.

The first detention center visit

Still hoping the government was doing
something in late June, I had my first chance
to visit Yan as a member of a TAHR
delegation. In a comfortable room in the
detention facility's administrative offices, we
were greeted by a handful of officials, hot
tea, and fruit plates. A shaved-headed Yan
wore neon green jogging pants, plastic blue
sandals, and a short-sleeved undershirt. His
spirits were relatively high. He recounted his
swim, arrival, and his luck in escaping the
Public Security officials that were shooting at
him even as he swam. He was optimistic
about his chances of reaching the States and
a quick resolution here in Taiwan. After all,
this is Taiwan! The corruption, cruelty and
arbitrariness of PRC prisons were behind him.

We also talked a little about his cellmate
Chen, whose case had received little attention
and seemed to have made little progress. Its
five-month shadow (at that time) cast a bit
of a damper on our enthusiasm. But maybe
Yan would be luckier than Chen and be able
to start a life free from persecution quickly.
Besides, that's the beauty of a non-transparent
system. Maybe Chen just was having a bit of
a tougher time but was actually only days
from freedom. Who knew? Only the parties
ostensibly behind that closed door, carving
out arrangements at that proverbial table.
With the case-by-case aspect of the
proceedings, there was no reason to believe
progress on Yan's case would take as long.

I was impressed with the detention
officials. I could detect no ulterior motives
and had no reason to suspect poor treatment.
They were just doing their job and following
the regulations laid down from above. It
wasn't until the second visit that this tunnel
vision and strict adherence to the rules would
look more like a weakness than a strength.

Inertia builds

Actually seeing Yan and talking with him
made it hard for me to content myself that
the government was handling it, so 1 decided
to see if I could create a little pressure on
the other side. Through talking to American
officials both in Taiwan and the US, I hoped
that could verify that the US government had
received asylum requests from both Chen and
Yan and was dealing with them accordingly. 1
thought I could make more progress dealing
with American officials than Taiwanese and

was confident that there must be a
transparent process for such arrangements in
the States. 1 was wrong.

Letters, faxes, and phone calls to various
officials at the American Institute in Taiwan
(AIT) were simply ignored. The political
division had no interest in talking about
dissident or asylum issues to a law student.
The public affairs division seemed too busy
to discuss how to build a stronger network
between Taiwanese NGOs and AIT, and 1
can only assume (it's hard to be interpret
silence) that the Director Douglas Paal had
absolutely no desire to discuss Chen's or
Yan's case with me.

As a second tactic, I thought I might
have more luck approaching American officials
in the US whose files include the PRC and
human rights. The Congressional-Executive
Commission on China submits an annual
report on human rights to the President and
the Congress. 1 pinned my hopes that the
Chair, Congressman Jim Leach, or the
Co-Chair, Senator Chuck Hagel, would be
able to provide assistance or advice. 1
received no reply from ecither of their
Washington offices. I didn't do any better
with the US State Department.

No news is bad news

Last week, August 4, I had another
chance to visit Yan, this time with Chen
present as well. On my part, the preparation
for this meeting was slightly different. How
do you tell someone that you are running
into brick walls? Do you ignore the growing
obstacles, focus on the positives, and let
them figure out that the cases are losing
momentum?

Yan looked a little different: same neon
pants and sandals, but his hair was a little
longer and his undershirt replaced with one
of the Taiwan Association for Human Rights
shirts that we had given him on our last
visit. Chen, although sitting next to him and
wearing identical clothes, presented a stark
contrast. Mostly, he stared at the ground
through his thick glasses, and his hands were
folded submissively in his lap or dangled
awkwardly at his sides. I can not recall
making eye contact with Chen once during
the two hour meeting. While Yan discussed
his case with a member of our delegation,
Chen remained silent. I couldn't help but
wonder if that it what cight years in PRC
prison does to you. Yan appeared to still
have fight in him; Chen would barely speak
up for himself without Yan's help.

As Yan spoke, his enthusiasm of the
previous visit was still evident but was
tempered with growing anger on the lack of
progress. He questioned Taiwan's commitment
to human rights and judicial due process. For
the first time, we heard complaints about the
treatment they were receiving at the detention
center. Yan lamented that fact that they were
not allowed to read newspapers or watch the
news. He told the meek Chen to raise his
foot and show us a massive blister that
covered the entire ball of his left foot. Yan
said it was from being forced to jog outside
barefoot. He also spoke of verbal and
physical abuse by some guards and the
general failure to recognize any difference
between criminal and administrative detention.

The detention administrative official
present — ecither he or guards were in the
room for the entire meeting — said this was
the first he had heard of this reported abuse.
But he also clung heavily to his regulations
and was unwilling to discuss any changes,
which he said would have to come from his

supervisors. The conversation digressed into
something along these lines:

The official: "If you want something,
write out a request and send it to my
supervisors. I don't make the rules."

The TAHR lawyer: "Well, what about
aspects of their treatment for which there are
no rules? And what about the fact that these
guys aren't criminals or even regular
detainees?"

The official: "If there is no rule, I need
clearance to change it. You should write out
a complaint line by line and send it to my
supervisors. This is the first I'm hearing
about this."

It began to sound like an Abbott and
Costello routine, one that eventually ran out
of stream and was wholly absent of laughs.

In the meantime, I couldn't help but
think how much worse Chen's position is
than Yan's. In Taiwan, there is no clear
process or guidelines for resolving cases like
his, so personal advocacy and external
pressure make all the difference. But Chen is
a lower profile dissident who has probably
had the ability to speak up for himself beaten
out of him in mainland prisons. It's like he's
going to court without a lawyer.

In the end, this meeting was a little more
tense than the first one, but the tea and fruit
plates were still good.

Justice denied or justice delayed?

As with the American officials, the cases
also seem to be getting bogged down on the
Taiwanese side. Like two children pointing
the finger at ecach other, the Mainland Affairs
Council (MAC) is saying this was a Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) matter since it is
related to immigration, while MOFA claims
its a MAC affair because Yan and Chen are
mainlanders.

Frustrated, TAHR held a pressure
conference this Monday (Aug 9) on how
these men's cases are being ignored by
officials. The panel including Tiananmen
student leader Wu'er Kaixi (%Eﬁﬁ-ﬁiﬁ) and
criticized Taiwan's lack of refugee laws, the
government's hesitation to address the plight
of those detained after fleeing the PRC, and
the lack of progress in the cases of Chen
and Yan. The amount of the media attention
generated was moderate, and any potential
pressure put on government officials remains
to be seen.

Trying to remain optimistic, I hope that
while these government agencies are shunning
the cameras, those mysterious closed-door
negotiations are taking place. Somebody back
there is fighting hard for both Chen Rong-li
and Yan Peng. Somewhere under that
proverbial table is the tireless fighter for
human rights that Taiwan always seems to be
bragging out. Any day now, any day, Taiwan
is going to show the pessimists wrong. It is
a complicated process, the advocate behind
the door, under the table, hidden from public
scrutiny and misrepresented by all the
government officials - he's doing the best he
can. When he grabs a snack, he thinks about
what Chen and Yan get to cat. When he
takes a rare break from work, he reflects on
his freedom in the face of the incarceration
of both Chen and Yan only miles away. How
could he not? What other possibility is there?
I remain optimistic.

Dyilan Budd s a2 Zad pear Facultyy of Law
student ar the University of Toronto and is
m Tanwvan for the summer voluntecring for
TAHR. ‘First Person s a page for mdividuals’
Zanvan experiences. Sead yours (o: extra@@lil-
pao.com.
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BY ANDY O'BRIEN WITH EMILY WU

made her first appearance in Taiwan a little more than a week

ago at the 2004 Formoz Festival. At this time when American
politics are heating up the world, it was a timely visit, especially if
you wanted to hear from someone who was thinking about more than
Democrats and Republicans going into the US presidential election this
fall. At the festival, Michelle performed with only her Taylor guitar
and a backing trumpet player, entrancing the audience and drawing
passer-bys with her commanding and passionate voice. A bigger party
came a couple days later on August 3, when she gave her final
Taiwan petformance at The Wall backed by a local ol' time blues
band, the Muddy Basin Ramblers. Before that show, she was more
than happy to sit down over a bowl of mango shaved ice and chat
about music, protests, and what's up with America?

S INGER/SONGWRITER /radical US activist Michelle Shocked

MICHELLE: Alright so you wanna ask me some questions, but I got
some questions for y'all too.

POTS: The photo of you getting arrested by police at the 1984
Democratic Convention on the Short Shomped ond Shocked album
captures a sort of youthful rebellion. | read an interview recently
and you said you felt you a were a "bad activist..."

MICHELLE: (laughing) I said I was "not a talented activist." But to
me a "good activist," a "talented activist," is someone who can think
like a chess player. They can make strategies and say "if 1 do this,
this will happen." I only have the activist of my passion and my heart
and that doesn't make me so good. It means that if the police want
to incite a riot, I will probably run down and jump in. Whereas I
know friends who are very talented activists who have already lined
up a lawyer, figured a good exit strategy and don't get arrested. Good
activists don't get arrested. 1 always get arrested because I'm always zz
the moment. Yeah!

POTS: Are planning to go to any demonstrations in the near future?
MICHELLE: I hope to raise money for the Democratic "Shadow"
Convention. They had a shadow convention, the social forums. They
organized one for Boston. So now they're having a march from
Boston to New York for the Republican Convention. But I'm not
going to go. Maybe I've tempered as I've gotten older, but I just see
it as a no-win situation. The way the Republicans have positioned
themselves and the NYC police are the "big heroes." That's who're
you're going to be fighting.

POTS: In a recent interview with the Jopes Zimes, your advice to
Taiwan was to be very careful about allying with the
neo-conservatives in Washington. That particular newspaper is very
pro-independence and has printed editorials to the effect of like it or
not, the Republicans and neo-cons are Taiwan's greatest allies. Could
you elaborate a little more on why Taiwan should be careful?
MICHELLE: I read that Beijing's responded that in six years they will
have sufficient force to meet the Taiwan army and seven US
Battleships. That is a lot of war machinery. And that, in my opinion is
nothing more than the agenda of the neo-cons, who are really the
secret economy of the United States is..war material and defense
contracts and building all of this up. They will sell weapons to the
Taiwanese. They will happily. It's a time-honored pattern. Ask the
Taliban. First the Americans were their friends and sold them a bunch
of weapons. Then the Americans go away. Ask Saddam Hussein. The
Americans sold Iraq a bunch of weapons then went away. You don't
want to be the Americans' friends. They will sell you weapons then go
away to let you fight a very ugly fight. The sad thing to me is that
people all the world have yearnings for freedom, for independence and
for peace. Maybe this to this degree, I am "socialist." People want
security and people want a life for themselves. I think that the way that
the US has evolved, they have preyed on those hopes and yearnings.
POTS: How do feel about the way this election has gone on now
with this Ah)y scrjpfed Democratic National Convention. Everyone is
so hell-bent on getting Bush out and then Nader comes along and
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Democrats are...um.../psh# So how do you feel about a lot of
former activists embracing Kerry?

MICHELLE: Yeah, yeah, they don't want to hear that. Well, you can
put me on the spot. I did a lot last spring and this summer,
everything 1 could to work inside the system and everything I could
to work outside the system. So I try to be pragmatic. I try to say
make change wherever you can, but please don't ask me. I say if you
do everything but vote, then you are an activist. You're fighting here,
you're fighting there. Please don't ask me to vote! It sucks.

POTS: During the anti-war protests last year, it seemed the great
majority of demonstrators were of an older generation. Many of my
peers say, "how does it change anything?" What advice do you
have for younger activists?

MICHELLE: We knew that the heart and soul of the fight was the
anti-globalization movement. We knew that that was the real spirit of
the fight. That changed the world. But we knew that the war in Iraq
would bring the bodies out on the street. When the bomb would
drop, people would come out on the streets to fight. But the reason
they were fighting still went back to the globalization movement. That
is just like any great world-wide movement; it starts small and then
builds and as people start to understand it builds and builds. I'm
hopeful that what started in the 90s [will continue to grow]|, even
though it was set back when things started building up to war. People
haven't given up the issues that were still alive before [the Iraq wat].
POTS: What about your feminist issues?

MICHELLE: I'm always going in and out of feminism. There's an
organization called Code Pink. Now there's a womans peace
movement. We did this demonstration in front of the White House.
We had this big pink slip and we took these two gigantic weather
balloons and we flew it over the White House and it said, "Bush.
You lied. You're fired!" But the cool thing was the women were
strugeling to keep the balloons up. It made me think of the old days,
if this was happening, a group of guys would say, "get out of the
way. We can do this better." But the women were doing it for
themselves. But in my generation we grew up not trusting women's
organizations. I had the same problem as an artist. They wanted to
put me in a group with a bunch of women, that 1 didn't have much
in common with musically. 1 said "we are artists first, women second."
So they try to put women together only because they're women. But I
have a feminist consciousness, from the time I was young. 1 would
sece how my brothers were treated and how I was treated. Then I
announced to people that I was a born again Christian about 12 years
ago. Born against are always known for being very conservative,
anti-homosexual, anti-feminist, anti-abortion. But this was a personal
decision I made and it's sad because I don't fit into the norm. I
don't conform with most born-again Christians, but I'm not going to
let the political agenda take away from my spiritual faith.

POTS: How do you feel about Hilary Clinton?

MICHELLE: I HATE I HATE 1 HATE HILLARY CLINTON!! I
love that she's a woman, I love that she's strong, I love that she
speaks her mind, but she is part of the oligarchy, the clite class that
whether she's a Democrat or Republican, we have this class of
politicians that feel like they are entitled to govern and rule us. And
to that degree, I hate her, but I like that she's a strong woman.
POTS: Did you catch any of the Taiwanese bands at the festival?
MICHELLE: I wish I could be more impressed, but it's my
frustration with a lot of American bands too. Especially in a certain
age group, they're looking around at what their peers are doing and
imitating that. To truly not conform, to truly be individuals, you have
to say I like this music and 1 don't care if it's not cool.

Norte: This mrerview was cut coastderably for POTS prnt edrion.
Read the whole thing, more than twice as long, online at htp.//en.
pois.com. itw

Andy OBren 15 a punk rocker in Zarwan. Fmidy Wi is a reporter for
POTS Fixtra.




'_ Somefhmg TGiwan shouldn't forget

BY DAVID FRAZIER

YAO JUI-CHONG Wk¥iH) thinks it would
be better to leave the decaying Sungshan
Cigarette Factory (NI S huge and
valuable plot of land in rapidly developing
east Taipei, as it is. "They're going to build a
huge dome," he says, describing the city's
plan to raze existing structures and build a
stadium on the land. "Obviously we have to
recycle these things, but the problem is how
to recycle them. It's an attitude: how do we
look back on history and memory? The
government wants to take our industrial past
and convert it for tourism and commerce. In
that we're losing a lot."

PHOTO:AMY  CHENG

As part of a preservation push, Yao
published a book, Aozmung the Rums of
Zarwan, eatlier this year and is now exhibiting
304 small black and white photos of Taiwan's
ruins — including industrial complexes,
amusement parks, empty temples, post-war
housing, old prisons, and military bunkers —
as part of a group show, Awuns and
Civilization, at the Eslite Gallery.

The show is something of a precursor to
this year's Taipei Biennial, which opens in
October. It was organized by one of the two
women currently working on that bigger
show, Amy Cheng (B[ZEFE), a Taiwanese
who splits her time between Taipei and
Vancouver and shares some important ideas

with Yao. In all, there are works by seven
artists from Canada and Taiwan.

Though four of seven works in the show
focus on architecture, Cheng is trying to
extend the concept of ruins farther, pushing
it to apply to memory, existential awareness,
and society. Ruins, for her, also include
personal and national histories and, more
importantly, offer clues to our future
development.

"Empite Line," an installation by Antonia
Hirsch, involves two video projections, a
large, static one of a dress made out of tea
bags and a very small video of a woman
wearing that dress and descending into the
water, making a big stain of tea around her.
The metaphor is about colonialism, and if it
has the drawback that it's better when
explained, it's still interesting. And in Cheng's
curatorial reckoning, it feeds into her
argument. In at least one aspect, the piece is
about trying to wash away the past.

As a whole, however, the exhibition
seems a little incomplete, the
all-encompassing idea of ruins as a little
underdeveloped. "The show seems very
architectural, so the other pieces are a bit of
an odd fit," commented one of the artists at
last week's opening. I found that especially
true of Chen Jie-ren's digitally created photos,
which show grotesque scenes of human
carnage. They were hard to connect with
Yao's images of real, abandoned spaces. Yao
has a definite and poignant social critique in
his work. So does Chen. Unfortunately they
didn't quite come together here.

Ruins and Civilizaton runs to August 29,
The Fslite Gallery (2 is ar B2, 243

Sec 7, Tunbua S Rd Tauper (7772017 /5%
—LP2HIERS), Ph (02 27755977
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

% 2004 Taipei Music Festival

with Avril Lavigne

Sat, Aug 14 from 7-11pm

Taipei Citizen Square (in front of Taipei City
Hall)

Tickets: free

This is a pop music explosion, in which 20
MTV icons from the US, Japan, Korea, and
Taiwan will perform in the short space of
four hours. The talent all comes from MTV,
including headliner Avril Lavigne and similarly
famous counterparts from Asia's biggest music
markets. Lavigne will play the longest set -
5 songs, or about 30 minutes. MTV has des-
ignated a special ‘rocker's area” with a ca-
pacity of 60,000, but they've already given
away all those tickets (they were available
through the web site: www.mtvchinese.com).
The list of performers is as follows: AVRIL
LAVIGNE (US), Al (Japan), RAIN (Japan), Hi-
toto Yo (Japan), Haohito Fujiki (Japan),
5566, ENERGY, F.I.R., K ONE, MACHI, S.H.E.,
CYNDI WANG (FE.(»%), JAY CHOU (J& 7 i),
JJ LIN (FRf2fE), NAU-CHUAN MAMA (1543105
1), SUN YAN ZI (##&Z%), STANLEY HUANG

(¥ 17.17), EVONNE SHU (ZF %K), DYLAN
KWOK (Z03/52), LANDY WANG (JHJat).
 Summer Splash 2004

(ED BRI LIRS

Fri-Sun, Aug 13-15.

Fri, Aug 13, 5pm-12am. Sat, Aug 14,

12am-12pm. Sun, Aug 15: 12am-6 pm.
Baishawan Beach, Taipei County. (&dLERE
)

Tickets: NT$1500 for a three-day pass, and
NT$800 for a one-day ticket.

One beach. Three days. International rock
bands (who?). Champion dancers from Japan
and Korea. BBQ Party. 45 DJs. Culture and
art exhibitions. And exciting activities in the
water should also be expected.

% LUSH Beach Party

Ilan's Baishawan (‘Ef 5% 701

Sat, Aug 14 from 6pm-9am

Two areas and 24 DJs playing hip hop, reg-
gae, breakbeat, techno, drum 'n bass, house,
and trance. A party for everybody!

*Wen Xia concert

(B U BT 4EE)

Sun, Aug 15 at 7pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (|4 fc7&6f), 505,
Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (& JLri{ %Iy
505%%)

Tickets: NT$800-2500 through ERA outlets

An important elder generation king of pop,
Wen Xia will perform old favorites, what else?
% %Joe Lovano and Bill
Mays Trio

Fri, Aug 20 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % & %458), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (& A6t LFE R 21
ZA55)

Tickets: NT$400-2500

Taipei's 2004 Summer Jazz Festival, a
two-concert series, begins with this perfor-
mance. Tenor sax player Joe Lovano is an I-
talian-American born in 1952 in Cleveland, O-
hio. His personal musical history stretches
back over almost half a century to the ori-
gins of Bebop and Hard Bop. As a young mu-
sician, he collaborated with numerous peo-
ple, legends in their own right, like John
Scofield, Elvin Jones, or Paul Motian, with
whom he recorded some of his finest impro-
visations. Since 1991, he's been leading his
own bands and has recorded a handful of al-
bums in different and sometimes odd for-
mats, mostly for Blue Note Records. He plays
with US west coast pianist Bill Mays and Tai-
wan's Lin Wei-sheng on bass.

% %k Ken Ishii

Sat, Aug 28

LUXY (see Dance Clubs), 5F, 201 Chonghsiao
E Rd (HAbLifi s MU E 201 5% [F) 5 A A%5F)
For reservations: 0955-904-600

Legendary electronica pioneer, producer, and
musician comes to the biggest dance club in
Taipei proper.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE5H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(RESTmES =B 1715544)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five

nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover varies
for special shows. Mondays and Wednesdays:
open jams, no cover. Tuesdays: Jazz Improvi-
sation, hosted by Uno, a member of JIVE

STAKES BAND who plays piano, NT$250 mini-
mum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUAR-
TET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays: META-
MORPHOSIS, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Satur-
days: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a vo-
calist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays: TRI-
0 JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% % There's a special show in celebration of
Blue Note's 30th anniversary, reservations
recommended, capacity: 70. Wed, Aug 18:
FRANCOIS LINDEMANN SEXTET/QUINTET, jazz
band from Switzerland combining elements of
straight ahead contemporary US jazz and Eu-
ropean material, hard swinging, powerful,
while allowing each soloist for some improvs.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (HJLiTfA{ #%1015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz, nightly from 9:30pm. Mondays and
Tuesdays: IMPRESSION, jazz with female vo-
calist, NT$380 minimum + 10%. Thursdays:
IMPRESSION BIG BAND, playing swing jazz,
NT$380 minimum + 10%. Fridays and Saturdays:
IMPRESSION, NT$600 minimum + 10%. Sundays:
Latin jazz and salsa dancing, NT$380 mini-
mum + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(KRB

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (H5ALHIHREE6757)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks from 9pm. Every second Wednes-
day: WORD, an open mic night for poetry,
spoken word, oratory and play acting. Thurs-
days: Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. No cover.

223 Jinhua St, Taipei (&LiidTEE22355%)
Ph: 2393-1726

DV8, recently refurbished, the drinker's drink-
ing bar in Taipei. Open nightly from 7:30pm
‘til late. Wednedays: Open Mic Night. Thursa-
days: Reggae Night. Fridays: Live music and
DJs. Saturdays: Themed nights and DJs. Free
entry and drinks promotions every night.
Shows begin at 10pm.

Fri, Aug 13: RELAX ONE (§€%Z%c), abbo/Tai-
wanese rock

Sat, Aug 14: Pub Quiz with cash prizes.

Fri, Aug 27: CELLULOID (#£i%)

% The Living Room

CNEBEEE)

3F, #8 Nanjing E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei
(BEACTTF SRR S BE8S3KE)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, no
cover. Wednesdays: Showcase Jam, if you
can play, bring an instrument, if not, bring
a date, 9:30pm. Fri, Aug 13: Spooky Voodoo
Dance Night with the O Bros, dance Friday
the 13th away with the O Brothers, mixing
up voodoo island grooves, reggae, dancehall,
calypso, and zouk, 10pm-midnight, no cover.
Sat, Aug 14: Taipei Rouge with Black Pearl,
MISS BLACK PEARL is Assistant Artistic Direc-
tor/International Relations Coordinator for
the Black Repertory Theater (BRG) in Berkley
California, which has helped launched the
careers of stars like Whoopie Goldberg and
Danny Glover. Here she takes you on a musi-
cal cabaret voyage back to the romance of
the 1930s. Accompanying her on piano is
WHITE DIAMOND, a.k.a. Ricardo Canzio, an
Argentian arranger and composer, jazz and
cabaret pianist, and professor of musicology
at National Taiwan University.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERIIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd -
AEREE G )

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Fri, Aug13: Piano,
strings, and wind music, 8pm, NT$250 w/
drink. Sat, Aug 14: Classical and popular pi-
ano recital by ZHANG ZU-KANG (7 iiH §¢),
3pm, no cover. Sun, Aug 15: KANG-DE (¢fi)
& THE BUSY MIND on guitar, piano and ta-
bor, 3pm, no cover. Wed, Aug 18: TOSHI
FUJII, jazz drummer and bass player with his
band, 8pm, NT$300. Fri, Aug 20: TOUCH,
"unplugged” music by a six-piece band, in-
cluding accordion, piano, guitar, etc, with
Ho Lin on vocals, 8pm, NT$250.

% %k Peshawar

(FE )

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& LTfifli AR
804535%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night

shows start at 8:30pm, NTS$250 w/ 1 drink.
Sat, Aug 14: KANG DE (féf#) & the BUSY
MIND, simple songs, complicated emotions by
this singer/songwriter and band, now touring

to promote "A:iEY] . Sat, Aug 21: KIMBO
HU (5Af#E %K), piano and vocals.

* Riverside Music Cafe
(TEHEE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (HbiiiaeTimEs3EE2444525781)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, NT $250, unless
otherwise noted. Mondays: Open Jam, 9:00pm,
no cover. Thu, Aug 12: ZHUAN ZU YI (il
‘H) and TWO FISH. Fri, Aug 13: Jazz band
DELTA ON THE MAIN STREET, NT$300. Sat,
Aug 14: VITAMIN (fftftidy) and LIU JIA (/SHY),
NT$300. Sun, Aug 15: TANG GUO JIU (f# 5
fifi). Mon, Aug 16: Open Jam, 9pm. Tue, Aug
17: ZAYIN, album release party. Wed, Aug
18: WON FU (HEii), lively post-punk, album
release party. % Thu, Aug 19: TRIOLISME, a
Swiss duo. Fri, Aug 20: G3, jazz. Sat, Aug
21: CLIPPERS (#&¢-f), OUT OF CONTROL (%
$2), and RELAX ONE (#€%%5c). Sun, Aug 22:
LIN CHONG-GUANG (#ktfi5%) and TOTEM (]
Ji#).

% % Underworld

(8 Tk Er)

Shihda Rd., No. 45 (JLTiiHfiA#g4555%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30pm to 11:30pm and ad-
mission is NT$250. Fri, Aug 6: SO WHAT (}i
/NS4H]). Sat, Aug 7: BACKQUARTER (PY434),
hard guitar rock. Thu, Aug 12: GLORIA and
EDMUND (HK), SLEEP WALKER and XIAN YUE
DUl (filj%4p%). Fri, Aug 13: CYNIC (RfF) and
INFERNO CHOAS. Sat, Aug 14: CHEN ROU
ZHENG (PfiZz#:) and her friends, including
CIACIA, ZHANG XUAN (3E%%), QUO XI (=),
XIAO ZHEN (/I\jigl) , ZAl WEI ({£f7) and
A-RONG ([i/2£). s Thu, Aug 19: FALL OF THIS
CORNER (.2 k), emo hardcore, CHASING
SWALLOWS (GEJfii#), and ONE MAN WATER-
WALKER. % Fri, Aug  20: BASEBALL
(Japan/Macau) and DIGIHAI. Sat, Aug 21:
DAYMAKER and GREEN! EYE.

Y% The Wall

(i)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (& & i &
VU E%20075%B1)

Ph: (02)2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost
NT$50 less in advance and admission is w/
drink. Thu, Aug 12: | CAT (§5F%#) and TUO
YAN (BgHRE - Camel Eye?), an album release
party for | Cat, anyone with an | Cat CD
gets in free, 8:30pm, NT$250. *Fri, Aug 13:
ZHU YIN (F#), MOJO, rock and rockabilly,
LTK (¥&7ki&/\iit), post-punk and performance
art, 8:30pm, NT$300. Sat, Aug 14: nu-metal
night with SLOW DOWN, NAO CHA BAND (i
F%EF%), CYNIC (Kf#), TANG GUO JIU, 666,
INFERNAL CHAOS, HINDSIGHT 20/20, basically
a mix of nu-metal, hardcore, hard metal,
and other loud shit, from 7pm, NT$250. Tue,
Aug 17: White Rabbit Music Night Part 3, i.
e. music brought to you by the local indie
label White Rabbit, with bands MARINE, BA-
NANA (i35 6), PEPPERMINT (3 {af %), BAD
DAUGHTER (#%:5), and CAT EAR (FiEH 2%) -
these include a healthy dose of female vo-
cals + indie pop, from 5pm, NT$250. Wed,
Aug 18: CYNIC (Kf#), CHERRY, by Chairmen's
Xiao-hao (/)\5£), and BLACK FATHER (EEjifiA2),
death metal-ish, 8:30pm, NT$250. Thu, Aug
19: XIAO GE (#:X), AN QIN YUN (Z#K=E),
WANG YI YI (FE5E5), JAMES ZHU (Jamesiit),
XIAO YI (/NE), HAI LUN (¥Effi), SWING JACK
BAND, 8:30pm, NT$250. Fri, Aug 20: Born to
Rock night with SWAY, ETERNAL, WU LI (%
##), and HUA (), 8:30PM, NT$300. Sat, Aug
21: ECHO and 1976, locally popular indie guitar
rock, 8:30pm, NT$300. Sun, Aug 22: CORONA
MEXICO DANCERS, a Chinese Valentine's party
sponsored by Corona, 7:30pm, NT$200.

% Witch House

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(AL A S 3R 5645 75F)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT
$250 w/ drink. Thu, Aug 12: YE SHU-YIN (&
Fif) and the 543BAND (FiPY = AK%4FR), dou-
ble guitar folk and gorgeous electrica. Fri,
Aug 13: JEZZBELLE ({E&%E%/)MiE), champion
of 2004 Hohaiyan Rock Festival. Sat, Aug 14:
CHEN MING ZHANG ([#i R #5) and DANSHUI
CHORUS BAND (7% 7k ENE[H), folk poet and
live band. Thu, Aug 19: JIMMY (EE$%) &
TAMMY ([# 2. ¥), jazz duet of guitar and
voice with touches of Latin and blues. ¥ Fri,
Aug 20: PIANO SEVEN (=ZE§i%E), this Swiss
jazz ensemble will play two sets, at 9:30pm
the lineup is Pierre-Luc Vallet (keyboard),
Kinya (bass), Yannick Barman (trumpet), Cyril
Regamey (drums), and at 10:30pm the lineup
is:  Francois Lindemann (piano), Barman
(trumpet), Kinya (bass), Schweizer (trom-
bone), Regamey (percussion). Sat, Aug 21:

FAN YIN JAZZ BAND, including LIAO JI-WEN
(EZ=2) on guitar and YANG XIAO-EN (450
) on sax.

Dance Clubs

% Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (& dbiig ki
% —B277757B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Wednes-
days: CubaRican Soul, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, NT $350, w/drink. Saturdays:
Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:
30pm, late night hip hop, cover NT$500 w/
2 drinks. Closed Mondays.

% Club 70

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(adtili/\fER4E:138571214)

Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Capacity: 200

Interior design and decoration from the '70s,
this is an intimate venue for smoking a cigar
and drinking red wine on its famous couches.
Wednesdays: LadiesNight, free cover with
free champagne. NT $500 for men, w/ 1
drink. Thursdays: 70's RetroNight, NT$250 for
all. Fridays and Saturdays: NT $600 with
1/drink.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BAETT O R T L9857 1144

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

A relatively small venue compared to Taipei's
heavy weight clubs. DJs spin house and
hip-pop every Fridays and Saturdays. No cover.

* Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&bt
EILIEES TR

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

% LUST

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wu-Chung St, Taipei (JLTiiv4
T 2 E2 BE72575F)

Ph: (02) 2370-2162

Taipei's new gay disco club that's been
opened, closed, and re-opened. On the cor-
ner of Shining S. Rd (74 % F %) and
Wu-Chung St in Shimending, this is where
Circuit used to be.

* LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(L AR VU EL 20157 71 42)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the Gal-
leria main ballroom, trance, house and pro-
gressive in the Lotus room, and more. No
sandals or flip-flops. Wednesdays: FRESH,
playing hip-hop, r&b, and reggae. SUGAR in
the Onyx room (the old Cigar Lounge up-
stairs), Ladies' night, men NT$500 or free b4
10pm, women free all night. Thursdays: Re-
lease Night, NT$500 or half price with col-
lege student ID, drink incl. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: NT$700, or NT$400 b4 11pm. Fri,
Aug 13: AK1200 with MC DINO (US), drum 'n'
bass master with an MC will be rocking the
house. Sat, Aug 14: UK house duo LEE-CABR-
ERA in the Lotus Room. < Sat, Aug 21:
SWEET Party, featuring 27 of the hottest DJs
Taiwan has to offer including the entire th-
eLOOP roster, plus both JIMMY CHEN and
VICTOR of TeXound to name just a few,
both the Galleria and Lotus rooms will be
rockin' and packin' a tight schedule to get
them all in.

% % Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&b LE
LI — 53105 - KiE B HE )

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004, It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies Night, men NT$400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600 or
NTS$350 b4 11pm. Cab fare up to NT$200 is
deductible on entry. Fri-Sat, Aug 20-21:
G-CLUB live, cutting edge UK house music
producers, recognized in Muzik and Billboard
magazines.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(5Eifi /\fEi54R 13857 1218)

Ph: (02) 2362-1600

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, ladies free, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5AEifi/\fEES4RE138571214)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600




A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies' Night. Fridays:
BiKiNi Party! Ladies wearing bikinis get in
free. Sat, Aug 21: Coors Light Remix Party
with DJs E-TURN, XIAO GUEI (/]I ), and
ZHENG NAN (F5).

% Purple
1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (5 Li1i 7 5t g
TUE1827571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin
progressive, breakbeat, and tech house until
7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,
men NT$350 or NT$200 with student ID. Fri-
days and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500 or
NT $350 b4 midnight. Sundays: After parties
from 7am-noon, NT$350 or NT$250 after 7am.
Closed other nights.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - HbiitAZEH185%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, men NT$500.
Thursdays: White House, house parties, with
resident DJ SAUCEY, NT$300. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: women NT $500, men NT$700. Thu,
Aug 12: White House with special guest DJ
ROB SOLO (CANADA) and regulars SL, TRIX,
and NANCY CHANG, playing underground house
all night. Wear white and get in for free, or
NTS$300 for those who can't figure out white.
* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (& dLiifll
PHEE—E91557B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night randomness,
the crowd is now mostly students. Music is
still has rock mixes though strays into house,
hip hop and occasionally drum 'n bass. Thurs-
days: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, men
NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300 w/drink. Sundays:
NT$200 w/drink.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR — B 249595B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Tuesdays: all you can
drink beer, NT$400. Wednesdays: Ice Ice Baby,
unlimited Smirnoff Ice before midnight, Ladies
night, men NT$300 w/drink. Thursdays: Flava,
men free b4 midnight, ladies free all night w/
free screwdrivers before midnight. Fridays: Ur-
ban Space w/ hip hop n rock n roll all night,
NT $500 w/drink. Saturdays: Spot light, Live
DJs and MCs, NT500 w/drink.

% X-Direction

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&dbifi%:
Wb FL85EB1)

Ph: (02) 2762-9646

The newest edition to the TeXound family.
Fridays: NT$500 w/drink or NT$300 w/drink b4
1am, NT$300 w/drink for ladies all night. Sat-
urdays: NTS$500 w/drink or NT$300 w/drink b4
1am. Fri, Aug 13: New York Lover, JOHN
CREAMER (US) and his album release party, a
night of tribal and progressive house, NT$600,
or NTS$400 b4 1am. Fri, Aug 20: a special
4-hour set by DJ STONE, this related to a CD
release or something. Sat, Aug 21: Love is the
Message, a Chinese Valentine's Day party with
DJs TEDDY DONG, GRAVITY, ERIC HUANG,
TIGER, FLOYED, JIMMY CHEN, STONE, JOE.

Classical

Lee Jia-Yu Erhu Fiddle

Recital

Sun, Aug 15 at 7:30pm

National Recital Hall ([ 5 7 Z&= BE), 21-1,
Zhongshan S. Rd, Taipei (JbiitflmEgEg21-15%)
Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Ticket: NT$300 to NT$500

LEE JIA-YU is one of the best young tradition-
al Chinese instrument performers in Taiwan. In
this recital, she will not only show her great
techniques in erhu fiddle, but will also portray
the human personality by the beautiful notes
from the traditional Chinese instrument.

% Dizzy Jazz Band Concert
Wed, Aug 18 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % & %4 FE), 21-1,
Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&4t LEES21,.215%)
Tickets: NT$200-1000

Big band jazz, performing well known num-
bers, including: Down by the River Side,
Cherokee, As Time Goes by, Ya Gotta Try,
How High the Moon, Georgia On My Mind, All
of Me, and many more.

[] Stag

% The Matching Match
Fri, Aug 20 at 7:30pm. Sat, Aug 21 at 2:30pm

and 7:30pm.

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (A4 &eESdbi
T EPUEL50555)

Ph: (02) 2925-3960

Tickets: NT$300-1800

A modern musical with re-interpreted classical
Chinese theatre pieces as well as Taiwanese
pop music pieces. A tale of He-ju's pretending
to be the long-lost daughter of a rich family.
This is funny and clever.

% Shanhai Peking Opera

Theatre

Tue, Aug 10 to Sat, Aug 14 at 7:30pm. Sun,
Aug 15 at 2:30pm and 7:30pm

National Theater ([ %7 E%EIFE), 21 Zhongshan
S. Rd, Taipei (&dbifirfiligiEs215%)

Ph: (02) 2343-1100

Tickets: NT$300-2000

The Shanghai Peking Opera Theatre has long
been a standard-bearer of artistic idealism and
one of the great greenhouses of Chinese opera
talent. For this appearance in Taiwan, they
have specially invited two of China's topmost
opera divas - Rongrong Wang and Xiaogiu Chi.
In China, Rongrong Wang's silky smooth voice,
majestic stage presence and subtle perfor-
mances have earned her great popularity, and
a reputation as the quintessential actress in
the qingyi role of strong dignified female char-
acters. At the age of 19, Xiaogiu Chi won Chi-
nese opera's prestigious Plum Blossom Award.
Her pure, sweet voice, electrifying acting and
elegant stage personality have formed a truly
inimitable style. This is a remarkable opportu-
nity to see two of PRC's most dazzling opera
stars in a night of classic performances.

% Wonderful - Attacking

Government (Chapter One)

Fri, Aug 13 to Sun, Aug 15 at 7:30pm. Fri,
Aug 20 to Sun, Aug 22 at 7:30pm.

Hua Shan Cultural and Creative Industry Center
- Silian Building (%[ 150 L &I R i —PUsdifs), 1
Bade Rd., Sec. 1, Taipei (FLii/\fEs—F15%)
Ph: (02) 2321-0140

Tickets: NT$300

The entire performance will be recorded
from advertising to performance. The story be-
gins with a fictional government official
Wang Fude. The director has requested that
the plot be kept a secret until the perfor-

T

% SPOT - Taipei Film House
(OtEEAILEZAT), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,
Taipei (AL LALES —BL18557)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Web: www.spot.org.tw

"Reconstruction”, by Christoffer Boe (Denmark):
Late one evening, Alex suddenly abandons his
girlfriend, Simone, to follow the beautiful
Aimee. In his encounter with Aimee, time and
place dissolve and he becomes a stranger to
Simone, towards whom he cannot return.
Alex's future is Aimee's love. But will he have
the courage to embrace it? A psychological ro-
mantic drama about a man who forgets about
his past and must put his faith in love in or-
der to gain a future. 35mm. 91mins. Sat, Aug
14 to Fri, Aug 20 (except Mon, Aug 16):
12pm, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm, 8pm, 10pm. Sat, Aug 21
and Sun, Aug 22: 12pm, 4pm, 10pm. NT$220/
NT$150

%228 Memorial Peace Park
(BAE— =/ Uid&E)

3, Ketagalan Rd, Taipei (5ALiliEBER&HEIAESE)
Ph: (02) 2389-7228

Open: 10am to 5pm, closed Mondays
WATCHING TAIPEI CROSSING TIME AND SPACE -
CELEBRATING THE CITY'S 120TH ANNIVERSARY:
the history of Taipei and its city walls will be
presentated through old photos, maps, audio
visual presentations and artifacts. Through Sep
20.

% Museum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei
(GALEAETiTEE)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (54LHi=47613955%)
Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org.tw

FICTION, LOVE - ULTRA NEW VISION IN CON-
TEMPORARY ART. In the spirit of animation
and comic culture, this exhibit brings together
works that have been influenced by anime,
comics, and cartoons. It hopes to present a
purely artistic exhibition, dissolving and defin-
ing the barrier between the elites and the
mass and integrating pop culture into the
mass. Mediums include sketches, 2D, and me-
dia arts. Pieces on exhibition are also avail-
able for sale. International artists include
those from Japan, Korea, New York, Luxem-
burg, China, and many local artists. Through
Oct 31.

Going al fresco

BY WINOPETE

LARGE SCALE al fresco drinking has
finally come to Taipeil Le Ble D'or
(The Golden Grain?), located in the
outside area between the Asiaworld
Hotel and the Starbucks store just
north of the Nanjing/Tunhua
intersection, opened in early July and
specializes in selling draught beers
brewed in Hsichih. Beers available are
a lager (500ml NT$180, 300ml
NT$120), a weissbier (sweeter and
slightly pricier) and a stout (has a body
similar to Coca Cola, this is quite
disgusting). The lager is my favorite.
There are about 30 tables, so there's enough seating for parties and
business association functions. Service is friendly, prompt and
generally easy on the eye. For beer snacks, customers can enjoy
reasonably priced pizza, fried chicken, and other munchies from the
menu or food stalls nearby. Rick Taira and friends provide soft jazz
for an hour or so on most nights. Le Ble D'or is open from
5pm-2am daily. The owner is Michael Yeh, who previously worked
as a fashion designer in Vancouver. He has a second outlet in
Tienmu. The Asiaworld venue is well worth visiting.

THE CARNEGIE'S IMAGE: It has been brought to my attention
that Lonely Planet describes Carnegie's in Singapore as "the most
infamous" entertainment venue in the atea. Any idea what's that
about, Bob? Will be checking it out myself later this week.

MORE WIRELESS LAN BARS: Two more bars offering WLAN to
customers are Bobwundaye and The Shannon. Bobwundaye (26, lane
38, Chongde St — Z2{EH38%%265% — near the Keelung/Hoping
intersection), opens from 2pm, so is an ideal afternoon escape for a
Catlsberg and a spot of computer work for any sottish suit far from
the madding crowd (apologies, NC). Meanwhile, The Shannon (6
Dunhua N Rd — Bl ILEE65%) has just had their hotspot installed,
so for those dichard dipsomaniacs in the Tunhua district, it would
be an ideal location for a pint or two while working on that
pressing Powerpoint presentation.

TAIPEI PUBS TEN YEARS AGO: Drinking in Taipei ten years
ago. Aah, they were the days! There were the bustling, hustling
crowds in the Combat Zone, with places such as Manila Bar, My
Place, and Farmhouse always doing a rip-roaring trade. Cheap
Charlies would gather for the 2-4-1 drinks at Waltzing Matilda that
went to 9pm every day, while older VFW types would gather for a
Bud and a burger at Sam's. My Place attracted droves of drinkers
wanting to shoot pool or sip on a pint of Bass Ale. After midnight,
those in for the long haul would plunge the depths of Romeo Club,
Mayflower, or the grease trap of the gutter — Chatlie Brown Club.
(Most of these establishments' employees still hover around the Zone
today, they're just 10 years older).

Down south in the Shida area, students, young foreigners and
other members of the "Great Unwashed" would frequent places like
Enjoy, Roxy (the original), and Fubar (see the living skeleton!), while
a motley crowd of larrikin students, shysters and cerebrally-challenged
would always be guaranteed down on Roosevelt and up the rickety
stairs at Buhsiban. Southern Comfort, DVS8, IL.a Cucina, and Tops
were other popular watering holes for sozzled sorts south side. Spin,
even back then, had a reputation for fisticuffs between woolly
westerners and testy Taiwanese, with TU not far behind.

The eastern district of Taipei was a desert with only a few places
to go like Beer Corner and the two Ploughmans on Nanjing and
Tunhua. Off behind the northeast corner of the Tunhua/Chunghsiao
intersection was a whole lane chock full of bars, but all too local
for Formosan-phobic foreigners. Things picked up a lot when
Fandango on the Ren-ai circle closed and was replaced by Malibu
which opened in June 1994 (June 3, if my 1994 diary notes are
correct). Malibu quickly became Winopete's new local. As for expats
exiled to the Tienmu ghetto, The Pig and Whistle was e place to
go, otherwise they would join the mayhem down in the Zone. To
open a bar a decade ago was virtually a license to print money.

Ten years later, although bars have sprung up all over the city,
the Taipei bar scene is much tamer and the crowds are much
thinner than in '94. The expat community has dwindled, while
Taiwan's economy is treading water. To try turning back the clock,
bars have to offer something different, the Taipei City government
has to prune its prudishness, and Taiwan's government has to pull
out all stops to attract foreigners and foreign investment. I'll now
stand down from my soap box and head out for a pint.

HAPPY DRINKING!!

Sead your pub news (o winopete@lhotmal, com




% National Museum of
History

(7 8 52 P )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&ALTTFTEHEE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

ODE TO NATURE - MILLET, COROT AND BARBI-
ZON SCHOOL PAINTERS: The private collection
of Japanese businessman Nakamura Takeshi
shows 100 scenery sketches by famous Barbi-
zon school painters of the 19th century, in-
cluding the fine scenery of the Foret de
Fontainebleau. Through Sep 19.

% National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts

(BN E)

2, Sec 1, Wuchuan W. Rd, Taichung (& Hifi
TiREPERE P 55%)

Ph: (04) 2372-3552

Web: www.tmoa.gov.tw

9am-5pm, closed on Mondays.

NAVIGATOR - Digital Art in the Making: intro-
duces the development of contemporary West-
ern digital art by the integration of digital
technology and art. The exhibition also in-
cludes a history of technological advancement
and shows how they have influenced artists in
the new media arts. Through Sept 5.

EULOGY OF THE LAND - Special exhibition in
commemoration of Shiy De-jinn. Through Dec 19.
% National Palace Museum
(BT AbE)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbTiE
% BE2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was ac-
cumulated over a thousand years by Chinese
emperors and includes ceramics, porcelain, cal-
ligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes, jade, lacquer
wares, curio cabinets, enamel wares, writing
accessories, carvings, embroidery and rare
books. From Apr 1, 2004, some galleries in the
museums east wing will be closed as part of
an ongoing renovation project.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(GAETHAT S AiTH)

181, Sec 3, Zhong Shan N. Rd, Taipei (&L
L HERE = EE1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

MATISES/PICASSO DISCOVERY WORKSHOP:  An
exhibition-workshop aimed at fostering sensi-
tivity of children to the worlds of two monu-
ments of 20th century art. Through Oct 3.
THE TRANSITIONAL'S '80s -TAIWAN'S ART
BREAKS NEW GROUND: an exhibition that
showcases the influence of international art
trends on Taiwanese art. Through Sep 5.
CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE ART IN THE ERA
OF CONTENTION: a joint exhibition by the
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art of Cornell
University and TFAM, following the work of
32 Taiwanese artists from the end of martial
law in 1987. The focus is on the artists' new
expressions while dealing with self-identities
and the local culture amidst Taiwan's interna-
tionalization and political and economic
changes. Through Aug 15.

READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY ~ AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 selected on the
theme of people and their surroundings. The
exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performances. As a piece of art
speaks to its viewer, it hopes to stir curiosity
surround each person's life and his/her relation-
ship to the surrounding. Through Sep 26.

2004 TAIPEI ARTS AWARDS: a competition of
local contemporary artists with the emphasis
on concepts, creativity, and individuality.
There are no limitations in the media or cat-
egories of art works. Through Sep 26.
DEVELOPMENT OF ARTS OF THE 1980s IN TAI-
WAN: a review exhibition from visual arts to lit-
erature, music, film, dance, and theatre high-
lighting the history of Taiwan and the changes
of its cultural environment. Through Sep 5.

SHUN YE COLLECTION EXHIBITION: a collection
of paintings by famous Taiwanese painters
from the Shun Ye Museum of Formosan Abo-
rigines create a historical snapshot of the
past hundred years. Through Sep 12.

Galleries

* Eslite Gallery

(Rt e )

B2, No.245, Dunhua S. Rd, Sec.1, Taipei
(BAETT B rERs—F24557B2)

Ph:(02) 2775-5977

Open: 11am to 10pm, closed Mondays

RUINS AND CIVILIZATION: Passing through time
and space through the work of seven artists
(three Taiwanese: Chen Jie-ren (fifi5i{"), Yuan
Gwon-ming (F£f#) and X Rei-chung (BkEiir)
and four Canadians: Stan Douglas, Antonia
Hirsch, Sylvia G. Borda and Pravin Pillay,).
This digital imaging exhibition, set to distin-
guish, differentiate, and define this globaliza-
tion and culture development with today's
technology, daily life, and cultural tradition.
Mediums include photography, film, digital
imaging, etc. Through Aug 29.

%k FNAC (Asia World Store)
(LA BRI

B1, No.337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei

(GAETHR RS = Be33757B1)

Ph: 8712-0331

Open: 11am to 9pm, Mon to Sun

WILLY MAYWAID PORTRAITS  1936/1984:
Black and white photography by Willy May-
waid, famous for his portraits of human fig-
ures. This exhibition focuses on his works be-
tween 1936 and 1984. Through Sept 9.

% %IT Park Art Gallery
(N )

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLriifFHiE40552-344)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

SCENE: a joint exhibition by Emily S. C. Yang
(£51HZ), Huang Hung-teh (3¢7:%#), and Yen
Ding-san (BHJE4:), where the painters have
chosen to depict the metaphysical world of
nature with psychological elements of their
own. Through Aug 28.

Y Nowhere Cafe

(FTAENIYE)

No.1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei
(BAEHH A — BE60H:155)

Ph: 2362-5241

Open: 2pm to 2am, Mon to Sun

TOUR BABEL: The tower of Babel of the old
testament is a tower so high it almost reach-
es heaven. French architect Mattieu Guillaume
uses this as his topic and explores the mean-
ing of skyscrapers in the modern metropolis
areas. Through Sept 30.

% Puppetry Art Center of
Taipei

2F, No 99, Civil Blvd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2528-7955

Open: 10am-5pm. Closed Mondays.

Grand opening! The space includes an open
area suitable for activities, performances, and
seminars; The second floor holds its
permanent collections; Third floor a special
exhibition area; and fourth floor a black box
theatre.

% % TIVAC

(GBI L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (&L
B EE 452997115

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

Open: Tue - Fri, 11am-7pm. Sat & Sun,
11am-5pm.

ABOUT TAIPEI, an exhibition of Henri Bin-hua
Chen (Bi##E): The 21-year-old Chen roams
the streets of Taipei, recording what he sees
with a solemn stillness. Snap-shooting in black
and white, with "blurred glances, desquamate
arms and burned feet, | fool around only for
those unexpected encounters and
remembrances”. Through Sept 2.
TEMPORATURE OF LONESOME by Hsiu-Yin Leng
(aka Ena Leng) (#5753%): In this celebration
of solitude, Leng uses color photography as
from an inconspicuous observer's point of
view, presenting an individual's often
lonesome, though not necessarily painful,
state of being. Leng writes, "Not that |
intentionally refrain from taking warm and
loving pictures but unconsciously it is always
the pictures with emptiness, remote, cold
tones and distance that are kept.” Through
Sept 2.

% % Virtual Arts Village

Online only @: http://art.tnca.edu.
tw/plastic/fantastic.htm

THE WHIMSICAL AND THE FANTASTIC: An
on-line exhibition of 26 of Taiwan's media
artists. Most works on display are color
photography/images. Featured artists include
Dean-yi Mei (g1 1i7), Chieh-Jen Chen ([F5%
{7), Jun-jiah Wang (Ff2f), Etat Lab ({FlbEf
), Alf Chang (iRH5iE), Tung-lu Hung (JL3R
iik), Chih-wei Hsu (F7%7#%), Kuang-yu Tsiu

(¥ #E5%), Dar-kuen Wu (U331), Hui-chan Kuo
(FFEE), Laza Wu (Bf£%2), Chi-tsung Wu (%%
Z34), Yu-chin Tzeng (Z{H$x), and many
more.

*LOTS OF SCHOOL JOB
ADS ONLINE - POST YOUR
CV FOR FREE

web: www.taiwanteaching.com

*Foreign teachers looking for employment.

* Chinese teachers looking for employment.
* Educational institutions looking for teachers
Phone: (04) 2258-0018

Fax: (04) 2251-0746

[LLUSTRATION: LEON 04 'I"E END'.
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