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150 bunds will be playing at the Ihreeduy Formoz Fesnvul Ihls weekend

"Today, Taiwan is really rockin'

ETAL DETECTORS and bag
l \/I searches seemed a bit excessive for a

pre-rock concert press conference,
but someone had told me the president was
coming. Half and hour later, the head of the
country, Chen Shiu-bian, was up on the stage
hugging Freddy, the black metal impresario
who's head organizer for this weekend's
Formoz Festival (BF5FAME), a three-day rock
fest to be held at the Taipei Children's Youth
Park this weekend (Jul 30 to Aug 1).

"No matter whether it's heavy metal,
aboriginal music, or..." Yes, Chen really said
this. "This makes A-bian very proud." I have
to hand it to him. Only a few months after
a vicious post-clection battle just to hold onto
the presidency, Chen is still appearing at
page-12 news events and speaking
knowledgably to small constituencies — in
this case the rocker vote, and beyond that,
the youth vote. Flanked by a group of
black-clad metalheads, Chen mentioned that
ten years ago when he was a legislator, he
helped the festival find a venue for its first
holding. Then in 1998 as mayor, he visited
the festival and said a few words on stage.
Chen opened his remarks with: "Today,
Taiwan is really rockin'l"

I hate to agree with him, but the 10th
Formoz Festival will rock. It will totally rock.
Freddy, the other organizers at the Taiwan
Rock Alliance, and the independent promoters
and record label people recruited to help out
will prove in this festival that their
international rock connections are at a whole
new stage for Taiwan.

Over the festival's three days, 150 bands
will play on five stages, including 16
international headliners. The biggest names are
US folk singer Michelle Shocked (word is,
she just happened to be available and was
introduced by a Hong Kong record label
owner who knew of Formoz); the Japanese
band Ra:IN (it was founded two years ago
by one of the former guitarists of the
insanely popular visual rock band X-Japan —
Pata, not Hide, who's dead. Local
Japanophiles should be out in force); and Sex
Machineguns, also from Japan (they have big
rocker hair and the screaming ballads to go
with it, the type of band that shoots for
stadium scale).

"Freddy knows metal, but for indie rock
and other types, he got opinions from
everybody That way's better. You get more
variety," said Hsiao-hua (/J\4 t), a record shop
proprietor loosely involved in the decision

making.

The input came as follows. The
Feirenbang, a punk clique, suggested three
Japanese punk bands, The Vickers, Pinkloop,
and Sobut (probably smoking! but must
confirm). Representing the abstract and
instrumental rock crowd, Hsiao-hua said he's
behind Club 8, a mellow, bossa nova-toned
indie-pop band from Sweden, American
Analogue Set, a post-rock band from Austin,
Texas, and the Japanese band eNVy (Based
on the VCD of them I've seen, this band is
my hands-down pick of the festival. They
play hard, heavy, discordant instrumentals, and
on top of that there's this guy just screaming
out lyrics. Basically, it's a post-rock band with
the thing every post-rock band is missing, a
singer who can face the audience with
intensity. They call it emo-hardcore. I call it
awesome!! I also hear they toured with
Mogwai in Japan!lll Their set is Friday night
at 9:40pm on the Wind Stage.). The
downtempo and alternative electronica record
label, Silent Agreement, is doing an
electronica stage (not necessarily all moody
crap. See story p21). And lastly, Freddy can
be credited with the Taiwan reappearance of
Japan's fake-blood-and-face-paint death metal
band Zombie Ritual.

A hidden bonus of the foreign-band
power lineup is the serious interest it's
generated in Taiwan's few decent upper-level
indie artists. At the press conference, Taiwan's
alternative diva Sandy Chan (for whom all
the recent album art is cartoons of her in
dominatrix gear. cooll) said, "there are a few
bands I'm really psyched to see. When I saw
they were playing, I was really shocked."

The Taiwan bands to check out include
her, Bobby Chen (for his bar brawl last year
and resulting partial paralysis, I'm starting to
think of him as Taiwan's Johnny Cash), and
LTK (who knows what the fuck they'll do
this time?!).

Anyway, the best quote of the Formoz
press conference was from Taiwan Wine and
Tobacco Company chairman Huang Ying-shan
(E s 7[‘/) in relation to Talwan Beet's
sponsoring the fest. He said, "our company's
been here for a long time, but we always
manage to stay around young people."
Ho-da-lal!

Three-day passes to Formoz cost
NT$1000. The concert web site (www.formoz.
com) has a bunch of great info, including a
lot of new band descriptions in English.
-David [Frazier

i

Hallu@inogen
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Ezell to depart

Scott Ezell is not necessarily being
deported, but he is leaving Taiwan next week,
and he is not sure whether he will be able
to come back. Last week, Ezell heard
through his employer and other sources that
the Council of Labor Affairs (CLLA) had sent
him two documents he'd soon receive. The
first cancelled the initial order he received to
leave Taiwan in June. The second was a new
order to leave the country within 14 days.

"Basically, I'm back to square one. If I
want to keep fighting this, I'll have to start
the whole appeals process all over again,"
said Ezell.

The CLA cancelled Ezell's work permit in
early June after a Taitung police officer
provided the agency with evidence that Ezell
had been playing guitar at a Taitung County
government supported cultural series. This
"performance” technically counted as "work"
under Taiwan's law, and as Ezell didn't have
a work permit for the performance, his
regular work permit as a translator — which
gave him the right to work and live in
Taiwan — was revoked.

However, when the CLA first cancelled
Ezell's work permit in June, they made a
mistake. They cancelled an already expired
work permit, not its renewed version, the one
that's is currently valid. Ezell believes this
mix-up is the reason for the new orders.

Before this latest double reversal, Ezell
seemed to have the case beat. Public officials,
including Taitung's mayor, had inquired to the
CLA on his behalf, and the agency granted a
stay on the order to leave pending an appeal.
Ezell's lawyer, Roger Wang, claimed that Ezell
was performmg for charity and not doing
"work." He also argued that the information
police gave to the CLA, including a statement
by Ezell, had been illegally obtained and was
therefore invalid.

In leaving now, Ezell says he is simply
"taking a break" from the case, even though
he realizes the absence may affect his ability
to return.

"I've lived here for a total of about ten
years. When this happened, I sort of
prepared to leave and started thinking about
other places to live in the world. And I
realized that some of them would be pretty
good," he said.

"For now I'm going to go home, then go
travel. After that, we'll see." -DF




[Justice Mattersl

Planting the Peanut

When they bury Chiang Kai-shek, there are a few things that should go with him

BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

THE FAMOUS American general "Vinegar Joe" Stillwell referred to
him contemptuously as Peanut. To Chinese female flappers of the
1920s eager to make jokes with their newly acquired English language
skills he was "Cash My Check." To many Taiwanese he was evil
incarnate. To others he was simply a "lesser evil" than Mao Zedong.
He was Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975). And according to
news reports after a request from the Chiang family, the government

has decided to "plant" — to use the old cowboy term for burying —
Peanut here in Taiwan. The state funeral is scheduled for sometime
next year.

For folks unfamiliar with the story, after Chiang died in 1975 his
body was transferred to a temporary mausoleum in Taoyuan. He
hoped to eventually be buried back in his hometown in mainland
China. That of course was never to be. Recently the family, for
whatever reason, decided it was time to put him permanently to rest
in a military cemetery in northern Taiwan. I would surmise that the
death of Madam Chiang back in New York earlier this year eliminated
the main obstacle to burying Chiang here in Taiwan.

Through my human rights work I came to know Chiang well. And
let me be clear on my personal critique of the Generalissimo: he was
a corrupt criminal, a brutal military dictator, he had the personal ethics
of a stinking wharf rat, and, by moving him from an above-ground
mausoleum to a grave six feet under the earth, they are simply
making it easier for him to get where he is going on the final
judgment day, which is hell.

Laying aside my personal critique, now that they are getting ready
to lower him into the ground it is a good time to reflect on what
broad lessons ought to be learned from the event. The first lesson is
to learn your history. I am always amazed at the utter lack of
knowledge that college educated Taiwanese have about their own

history. I am not talking about not having a detailed knowledge of
events; a lot of Taiwanese do not really even know the basic events
themselves. I would hope that in the near future, serious, relatively
unbiased history of Taiwan will begun being taught in Taiwan's public
school system.

The next lesson Taiwanese should learn is that they need to take
responsibility for Taiwan's future and stop blaming history. I must
confess to have grown very weary of Taiwanese, often of the DPP
subspecies, blaming a) Taiwan's colonial past, b) the KMT legacy of
martial law, or c) both for all of Taiwan's woes. Taiwan's problems
are largely a result of a failure of will on the part of the Taiwanese
people to come up with a rational workable plan and then implement
it. Blaming history is a flimsy excuse.

Having said that, it is in a paradoxical sense true that Taiwan's
present problems are to some extent the result of Chiang's legacy. His
legacy includes a bloated bureaucracy, an education system designed to
produce dumbed-down sheep, a legal system so full of holes you
could drive a truck through it, and corruption as a way of life. The
latter is worth noting. Oftentimes when my prosecutor friends are
bemoaning the widespread fraud, corruption, and just general sleaze
they see cach day in their work, I cheer them up by pointing out
"modern Taiwan was founded on massive wholesale thievery and
corruption." And I mean that as a serious historical fact and that fact
is a Chiang legacy.

As they lower him into the ground, the Taiwanese public might
consider burying his legacy along with his body. Oh, and in case you
are wondering why General Sdllwell nicknamed him "Peanut," it is
because he noted a clear resemblance between Chiang and Mr. Peanut,
the Planters Peanut company mascot. The only difference is Mr.
Peanut never stole things or murdered people.

Drian L. Kennedy s an attorney i Tarwan, where fLe writes and
teaches on crmumal law and human #ohts.
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The end of bilingual kindergartens?

A government ruling has set the deadline as August 1
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WILL IT COME TO THIS? Enforcement against teaching English in kindergartens is set to go info effect in August, but the extent is still unknown.

BY SCOTT SOMMERS
LTHOUGH IT may seem like ancient
history, last February, Taiwan's

A Ministry of Education (MOE)

announced that following August 1 this year,
they would no longer permit the operation of
bilingual kindergartens. The MOE stated that
these language schools would be forced to
follow government guidelines concerning
kindergarten curriculum. The Ministry also
stressed that this did not involve new laws,
but merely an enforcement of already existing
ones. The local English press received a
flurry of comments about the announcements,
including one from world famous language
educator Steven Krashen, who supported the
government. But once that was finished, the
public debate concerning the issue seemed to
disappear. No one knows how many such
schools are in operation but it is certain to
have a profound affect on the organization of
the English teaching market for foreign
teachers.

All of this trouble really started back just
after the DPP won the 2000 presidential
clection. Almost immediately after their
election, the new government began the
development of a cultural policy that has
come to be known for its emphasis of
Taiwanese, rather than Chinese, identity. One
aspect of this policy was the implementation
of the development and training of Taiwanese
language teachers for public schools. Another
part granted local schools more control over
what they could teach children. The intended
effect was that parents and schools,
particularly in rural Taiwan, would choose to

have Taiwanese language education for their
children. The problem is that it didn't work.
Parents, even in rural Taiwan, view Taiwanese
as a personal family choice, and with the
scarce tresources that rural schools already
suffer from, the result of this has been an
increase in pressure to provide English
instruction rather than Taiwanese instruction.
The battle for Taiwan identity became locked
in a strange and complicated battle between
what language the young children of Taiwan
would be able to learn.

In next week's policy announcement, the
MOE points out that it is merely enforcing
regulations developed when the KMT ruled
Taiwan and concerning who can teach
kindergarten and what they can teach. It is
not legal to employ foreigners as instructors
of preschool-aged children, but untl recently,
the police and MOE have turned a blind eye
and allowed a vast number of bilingual
kindergartens to open and operate as long as
they were legal businesses. The practice
became so lucrative that even major chain
English schools whose business licenses do
not allow the teaching of preschool-aged
children opened their own kindergartens.
While simple for such schools to obtain visas
for their foreign teachers through their
children's schools, these visas do not permit
the foreign teacher to teach anyone too
young to attend elementary school.

Strangely, the issue of foreign teachers is
mostly an external facet of this problem.
Much more central is the problem of what
language the children will be instructed in. It
has never been permitted for kindergartens to

Lhill oo

PHOTO: DAVID FRAZIER

offer day-long foreign language instruction.
Wu Tsai-shun, head of the MOE Department
of Elementary Education was cited in the
China Post as saying that even licensed
kindergartens cannot teach English as a
separate subject, because only the "national
language" is a part of the government
guidelines for preschool curriculum. Ironically,
the language regulations he is citing were
developed under the KMT to promote the
spread of mandarin Chinese.

The current MOE, motivated as it is to
build a new Taiwanese identity, has no
intention of allowing its language policy to
fail. So while many of us foreigners have
forgotten about the MOE's threats, they
appear to be moving ahead. Rumor on the
street has it that kindergartens that once held
full-day English instruction have scaled back
to 1 or 2 hours a day. In addition,
preschools that continue to offer kindergarten
classes are moving away from using white
teachers toward employing more ABCs and
local instructors.

Lost in all of this are the parents who
have overwhelmingly chosen English education
for their children. Parents I have spoken to
on this issue are doubtful that the MOE will
push through with their threats. Despite
concerns about the closure of kindergartens
and cutbacks on English classes, most parents
seem to feel that nothing much has changed
or even could change. As one parent I spoke
with put it, "When they start closing Hess
Kindergartens, then I'l believe it."

Scott Sommers s an cducator m Taper.
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Cultural Production [Art]

A blockbuster in Taichung

It took TMFA five years to renovate, at least the new show is good

"Cheese" by Christian Moeller (it's funny, eh?), now on display in Aowigar; o major digital arts show show at the Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts in Taichung.

BY SUSAN KENDZULAK

T HE BIG art event for July was the

grand reopening of the now-cavernous

National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
in Taichung. The Council for Cultural Affairs
provided buses to bring the Taipei art crowd
down. However, this was during typhoon
Mindulle and seemed like the makings of a
cheesy disaster film. The buses careened
through the turbulent winds to bring Taipei's
leading artists, critics, and curators safely to
the opening. Yet in spite of the raging
weather, the exhibition proved to be well
worth the risk and a good opportunity to see
winning work from leading world media
centers such as Ars Electronica and ZKM in
Burope.

Previously, the museum had been shut
down for a 5-year renovation due to bad
structural problems that were further
exacerbated by 1999's 921 earthquake. It
reopened on July 3 with ANzrzeazor, a digital
art show curated by artist Wang Jun-jieh that
includes artists working in the most-up-to-date
media technology.

A highlight of the exhibition is Christian
Moeller's "Cheese." Nine actresses were hired
for a video in which they had to smile
non-stop for ninety minutes. The artist
collaborated with Caltech and the Machine
Perception Laboratories of the University of
California, San Diego which has developed an
emotion recognition system, so when the
models moistened their mouths, alarms would
ring to signal they were not being sincere in
their emotions. The piece is a cynical
commentary on the falseness of the televised
image. But even more than that, it contains
an alarming, dystopic view about the uses of
technology and its application to the social
body. Just think about how this type of
technology could be used for institutions such

as schools and regulating government agencies.

In addition to Moeller's piece, there are
other noteworthy high-tech works such as
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer's interactive
installation, in which the viewet's shadow
creates coordinates which then tune in local
radio stations, thus linking the viewer to the
architecture of the space and to the media
outside of the space. The Berlin-based group
ART + COM exhibit Aoatne.numbers, an
interactive media installation commissioned by
the Jewish Museum in Berlin. Monbaza and

Punkcan Young, two of Taiwan's experimental
sound artists performed image and sound
shows at the gala opening. All in all, here is
a great chance to see an art exhibition that
will make you think.

It seems that artist Adchac/ Liz is
mentioned regularly in this column. Recently
New York 7imes art critic Roberta Smith
gave a glowing review to his piece at P.S. 1.
Smith states: "Finally, don't miss Michael Lin's
'Grind' in P.S. 1's refurbished cafe: an
expanse of hot pink faux linoleum with a
huge floral pattern that evokes both chintz
and the peony motif of Chinese art.

Recommended Shows:

Ndvigcﬂ'or: National Taiwan
Museum of Art (BSZEEEMEE), 2,
Sec 1, Wuchuan W Rd, Taichung (5
THAREERE—B %), www.tmoa.gov.
tw. Through September 5.

Taipei Arts Award: Taipei Fine
Arts Museum (154637 EMTEH), 181
Zhongshan N Rd (’S\ZHZ_I‘EEPUJZIEE% 181
#%). Through September 19.

Swooping down from the ceiling to cover the
entire floor, it suggests a giant roll of fabric
unfurled for our perusal. 1 hate to say it,
because I'm a fan of his work, but it is
better than the Rudolf Stingel's piece at
Grand Central Terminal." Ooh! Getting
Smith's stamp of approval is like getting a
five-star Michelin rating. In other words,
forget about being able to afford one of
Lin's works now as he's just been catapulted
to mega-art-world standing. He is one of the
very few Taiwan artists to be where he is.

If you are from the US, you probably
won't have trouble naming at least five
famous American artists. But when it comes
to Taiwan, it is a bit more challenging to
come up with some big names. And again,
it's not due to lack of talent, but to lack of
overseas promotion and opportunity. Yet
things seem to be slowly moving in the right
direction.

Sason Wang Chia-cfr, who was one of the
curators for the Taipei Biennial 2002, recently
curated an online exhibition that includes

PHOTO:  TMFA

some of Taiwan's more provocative artists, 25
in all, including Dean-E Mei (87T iT), Wu
Tien-chang (%K), Chen Chieh-jen (FF 5%
1Z), Ku Shih-yung (EHTHH), Wang Jun-jich
(EE@{‘{%*%), Yuan Goang-ming (ﬁ}?ﬁu), Etat
Lab (fEMIEES), Hung Tunglu (LK),
Peng Hung-chi (323A%), and Wang Ya-hui
(FHEEE). The website: http://art.tnca.edu.
tw/plastic/fantastic/main.htm is bilingual
and such a great idea.

Procuring funding and space for an
exhibition can be difficult for independent
curators like Wang, as equipment such as
light boxes and video projectors can be
prohibitively expensive. It is much easier for
museum curators to organize physical
exhibitions as they already have the space and
arc allocated annual funds. So an online
website is really perfect, as people from
around the world can see the work of these
artists who work with digital media. And
again, digital media is often easier to exhibit
on the net.

Now, in Wang's The Whimsical and the
Fantastic, you have an exhibition that's not
exhibited in a space, i.e. virtual. So if you
can have an exhibition without a gallery
space, is it also possible for art to not be a
tangible thing? Does art have to be
something you see? Does it have to be
visual? Can art be a thought passed on from
one person to the next? Hmmm. What's
exciting in contemporary art is the pushing of
boundaries. For example, in 2000, Spanish
artist Santiago Sierra had hired four
drug-addicted prostitutes to get a 160cm line
tattooed on their backs in exchange for the
price of a shot of heroin.
Photo-documentation of this piece was
exhibited, published and extensively written
about. This piece is a good example of how
far art has come from the 19th century's "art
for art's sake."

The Japan-based Peace Boat recently
stopped at Keelung, and Taiwan's A Moving
Sound Theatre recenty performed in the
festivities promoting world peace at 228 Park.
Check out the www.peaceboat.org to find out
more about this compelling project. The
Peace Boat is even looking for English
teachers for a round-the-wotld cruise.

Susan Kendzulak s an arast Lving m Taper Feel
fee to contact her at  kendzulabi@botmallcom




Getting downtempo

Formoz has a new stage for electronica

BY EMILY WU

New to this yeat's Formoz Festival will
be an electronic stage digitally blending indie
rock, electronica, and underground hip hop.
Orgamzed by Silent Agreement (BRELFLE), a
local label dedicated to electronic music, you
can find this outdoor showcase inside the
gates of the medieval castle this weekend (Jul
30 to Aug 1) on the Formoz Site — the
Taipei Children's Recreation Center (for more
on the festival, see pl7).

In its ten years, Formoz has so far only
been about rock. "But there has been an
increase of indie and electronica sounds in
the Taiwan scene," said Huang Yi-chin (Z&5—
) of Silent Agreement. "This is why we
wanted to bring this to a special stage."

In addition to the 24 local bands that will
rotate through the Electronica Stage, there are
four international acts in the lineup: The
Album Leaf (US), D] Aki (Japan), Vibration
WS — HK), and Yoshihiro Hanno (4f
$¥E0, — Japan). Here's a quick

introduction:

Yoshihiro Hanno — famous for his
minimal techno sounds, Hanno is one of the
more prominent electronic artists from Japan.
Born and raised in Osaka, his early musical
influences included ambient of the 80s and
black funk of the 90s. In addition to
promoting electronic music through his label,
Cirque, Hanno is also worked on theatrical
and classical music, and film scores. He
composed the soundtrack for Ho Hsiao-hsien
films Shangtar Flowers (2000) and
Millennnm Mambo (2001) and has led the
New Japan Philharmonic Orchestra in a
remake of Maurice Ravel's Azrane for 2 Dead

Lrincess..

In a recent email to POTS, Hanno wrote
that he attempts to bring together poetry,
color, and architecture through his music,
whete, "color is harmony [and] architecture
brings rhythm." Spending his time between
Tokyo, Paris, and Betlin, he finds his
inspiration through "love, blood, sexuality, old
school hip hop, dub, sound systems in
Jamaica, a tension of Eric Dolphy, and voice."
His 2003 album, Zz7o, brought together 22
musicians in an ensemble of vocal, drums,
bass, piano, guitar, saxophone and a string
quartet. At Formoz, he plays: Sun, Aug 1
from 9:30pm to 10:30pm.

The Album Leaf — The first and only
western act to play at Electronica Stage, The
Album Leaf is led by Jimmy Lavelle, former
guitarist for the Chicago rock band Tristeza.
This chillout project is now known for its
way-slowed-down drum 'n' bass sounds, which
comes in between doses of keyboards and
acoustic guitar. He plays: Fri, Jul 30 from
11pm to midnight.

Vibration — A livelier sound from Hong
Kong. Accompanying the guitar, bass, the
drums, and the flute is vocalist Yvonne, who
brings to audiences some bossa nova,
downtempo lounge music. They play: Sun,
Aug 1 from 8pm to 9pm.

DJ Aki — He is said to be responsible for
Dublab Productions, which brought Tokyo's
Club Womb to its present success. As a top
drum 'n' bass DJ from Japan, Aki has been
featured at Twilo in New York, recognized
by the UK's top d'n'b names, like Bad
Company, Ed Rush, and DJ Marky, and

Yoshihiro Hanno

The Album Leaf

placed the Best 10 on the US drum 'n' bass
chart for his 2002 album, A/ways/ MK (DJ
Akr#+7KO Remux). He plays: Sat, Jul 31 from
10:30pm to midnight.

Ly Wu s a reporter for POTS Fxea.
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events
% % Formoz Festival 2004

(BFHBANE)

Jul 30 to Aug 1

66, Sec.3, Zhong Shan North Rd., Taipei,
Taipei Children's Recreation Center ({5:L 5l
B

Celebrating its tenth anniversary, there will
be five stages for musical performances at
this year's Formoz: Wind Stage (Jil$f+), a
circular stage where performances can be
watched from any direction; Wood Stage (fk
##4), for bands playing punk; Fire Stage (/X
%% + ), for the new-age bands; Mountain
Stage ([L/##), for music of a softer style;
and Electronic Stage (FE#i{3), a new, special
feature this year presented by Silent Agree-
ment Records (%% #23% 4%), combining indie
and electronica. In addition, the Water Stage
(k5 %%) will screen films on indie music,
and pro wrestling shows will be presented by
the International Internet Wrestling Associa-
tion at the Shuang Stage (¥HHEH).

Fri, Jul 30: LIU-JIA (/SHY) + CHAIRMEN (#5
£ ), AMERICAN ANALOG SET, post rock,
ZHANG XUAN (3E%%), MICHELLE SHOCKED, a
folk rock artists for women's rights and an-
ti-war, ALBUM LEAF, led by Jimmy Lavalle,
playing electronica rock with drum and bass.
Sat, July 31: RAIN, heavy metal, led by a
guitarist PATA from X Japan, ENVY, punk
hardcore, ZOMBIE RUTUAL, death metal,
CHTHONIC ([J%), black metal, STICKY RICE
(kR >k E), punk-funk, 1976, electric rock,
SANDY CHAN ([ #it 4 ), alternative, MOJO,
CLUB 8, combining anorak pop, bossa nova,
chill out, dub and c-86 in acoustic style,
TIZZY BAC.

Sun, Aug 1: SEX MACHINEGUNS, pop metal,
BOBBY CHEN ([ %), Taiwan's Johnny Cash,
LTK (¥ 7ki& /3 iit), post-punk political rock
and performance art, SOBUT, gorgeous punk
hardcore, PRIMARY SHAPES, trip-hop and am-
bient indie pop, YOSHIHIRO HANNO (447 %
54 ), minimal techno and electro from this
Japanese music producer.

% Taiwan International
Drum Festival

I B L)

Jul 25 to Aug 4

Organized by The Ten Drum Art Percussion
(+ o B g4E), a total of 10 skillful drum
groups from USA, Japan, Korea, Turkey, and
Taiwan have been invited to launch an
around-the-island performance tour in an at-
tempt to present to the world the of percus-
sion arts in venues with beautiful natural
landscapes around the island.

Sat, Jul 31, 3:30pm, Lung Dong Oceanic Park
(RAL BRI AR, NTS250

Sun, Aug 1, 7:30pm, Hualien County Track
and Field Stadium ({£5# ;)

Wed, Aug 4, 4:30pm (sunset), Nanwan, Kent-
ing (3BT Fi)

% Steve Vai Infinity Tour
Taipei

Sun, Aug 1 at 7:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center (% G
FE kL) 1, Sec 5, Hsin-yi Rd, Taipei
(BACTE s FLE—5%)

Tickets: NT$1000 to 2200

This is guitar legend Steve Vai's strongest
band ever, a powerful combination that has
never happened before: guitar god - Steve
Vai; bass god - Billy Sheehan; two-instrument
(guitar and keyboards) god - Tony MacAlpine;
rhythm god - Dave Weiner; and drum god -
Jeremy Colson.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Blue Note

(EE5H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(BETTAE s = B171597448)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five

nights a week, from 9:30pm. Cover varies
for special shows. Mondays and Wednesdays:
open jams, no cover. Tuesdays: Jazz Improvi-
sation, hosted by Uno, a member of JIVE
STAKES BAND who plays piano, NT$250 mini-
mum + 10%. Thursdays: NEW DECISION QUAR-
TET, NT$250 minimum + 10%. Fridays: META-
MORPHOSIS, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Satur-
days: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a vo-
calist, NT$300 minimum + 10%. Sundays: TRI-
0 JAZZ, including two players from Japan,
NT$250 minimum + 10%.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (GILiTifA{[51015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz, nightly from 9:30pm. Mondays and
Tuesdays: IMPRESSION, jazz with female vo-
calist, NT$380 minimum + 10%. Thursdays:
IMPRESSION BIG BAND, playing swing jazz,
NT$380 minimum + 10%. Fridays and Satur-
days: IMPRESSION, NT$600 minimum + 10%.
Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing,
NT$380 minimum + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(KRB

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&-LTiTREE6755)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks from 9pm. Every second Wednes-
day: WORD, an open mic night for poetry,
spoken word, oratory and play acting. Thurs-
days: Live Jam, an open mic night for musi-
cal jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. No cover.
% % The Living Room

(N R

3F, #8 Nanjing E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei
(AL T S S8 31

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, no
cover. Tuesdays: Uptown Jazz, modern im-
provisational jazz with NY sax player ALEX
HAAVIK and drummer DAFU GANSHI, 8 to
10pm, no cover. Wednesdays: Showcase Jam,
if you can play, bring an instrument, if not,
bring a date, 9:30pm. Fri, Jul 30: The IN-
CRIMINATORS, a hard rocking duo that com-
bines double-barreled guitar with sweet vocal
harmonies. The Incriminators’ pledge of quali-
ty: "If we don't rock, we will eat our gui-
tars.” 10pm to 2am, NT$300 w/ drink. Sat,
Jul 31: C.ILA - SECRET JAZZ AGENTS, AGENT
8 (Codename: TTEBROC) and his secret jazz
agents (Agents 9, 10, and 11) are committed
to keeping you safe from evil empire of Bad
Music. This message will self destruct in 10
seconds, 10pm to 2am, no cover.

% NTU Corridor Cafe
GIEUERIEAE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd -
BB A A — 1)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances, and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8pm. Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Live music and theater group perfor-
mance, cover varies. Fri, Jul 30: A double
bass recital by CHEN PEI-CHI (Bfi3filEt), 3pm,
no cover and AGAPE WOOD QUINTET (Agape
A& HZEE]), 8pm, NT$250 w/ drink. Sat, Jul
31: PROMOTION for ROAN DAN-CHING'S
CROSSOVER QUARTET (i 5 115 5t i 44 DU
7%), led by pianist Sapnal (jif}#) who is al-
so composer and vocal, 8:30pm, NT $300.
Sun, Aug 1: Classical music by three women
on piano, violin and cello, 3pm, no cover.
Fri, Aug 6: Retrospective - CHI-BIN and
KAI-YA DUET (# B 5l HE — 55 2 [ @), piano
and violin, 8pm, NT$250 w/ drink. Sun, Aug
8: LU KENG-FENG violin recital, a program
edited from violinists F.Kreisler & J.Heifetz
& Lee Che-Yi.

% % Peshawar

(FEELIL)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dbrfifiliAfig
804535%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night

shows start at 8:30pm. Admission NT$250 w/
1 drink.

% Riverside Music Cafe

(TR E)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (5 LriTAE w3 R24445257B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night, 9:30pm, NT$250 unless
otherwise noted. Mondays: Open Jam, 9:
00pm, no cover. Fri, Jul 30: Jazz with J.E.G
GEMEEF1-445). Sat, Jul 31: BANAI (2%%), a

dynamic female abo-folk singer, and YE
SHU-IN (BERHER).

% Stage

B1, 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&dbLrfifaiiEg22
57B1)

Ph: 8786-1590

A new designy, funky lounge/club from the
folks at Whiskey with live jazz every night
but Mondays. Fridays: Taiwanese drummer
Hwang Ray-fung. Fridays and Saturdays: DJs
spin popular dance music after jazz bands.
Opens daily from 6:00pm, minimum charge
NT$350.

% Underworld

(it E)

Shihda Rd., No. 45 (JLrififikRg45%55%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250. Fri, Jul 30: CELLULOID (#¥%%
#%) + THE VICKERS, a punk rock band from
Japan, and CANDY WINE (f#5iy). Sat, Jul
31: CLIPPERS  ( #& 1 ), ironic  in-
die-nakashi-rock, and DONG Bl ZU (&fjJFE#H ).
Wed, Aug 5: BLACK WOLF (#j%) + HUANG

KAI-YU (#5857 aka Fish) + CHEN SHI-DI (s
#). Fri, Aug 6: SO WHAT (/[ \%%H]), hard-
core/nu-metal. Sat, Aug 7: BACKQUARTER (/'Y
434#), hard rock.

%% The Wall

(S

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (]t % B i
VU E%20055%B1)

Ph:(02)2930-0162

Web :www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost
NTS$50 less in advance, and the ticket price
includes one drink. Fri, Jul 30: Happy Sum-
mer Sound with BLACK DOOR BAND (2 [H%%
[#]), AM BAND (Am#%[E]), abo-rock, and YUAN
YIN SHE (J&&iit), 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Jul 31:
New Paradise Rock Party with BOBBY CHEN
SHENG (P#i %) and PEPPERCATS (#H#L3),
Chen is a godfather of the rock scene now
promoting indie bands he feels have poten-
tial, here he plays with Peppercats, and
all-girl band with an indie-pop feel, 8pm,
NT$400.

% Witch House

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(AErii#r L g 3B 56457 557)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250 w/ drink. Fri, Jul 30: OPEN EYE - D,
with guitar, melophone and vocal. Sat, Jul
31: NATURAL Q (H#Rk#&), bossa nova. Thu,
Aug 5: ANDRE NOBELS and the VISIONARIES
BAND, featuring Andre from Canada on folk
rock. Fri, Aug 6: WENG YU-JUN (£5F), a
supernatural and dreamy music, GOODMORN-
INGLORIA, sweet vocals by Gloria Tang with
guitarist Edmund Leung, a Tom Waits style
of music. Sat, Aug 7: A MOVING SOUND THE-
ATRE (%, 2 #)), French horn, hand drumming,
female vocals, dance and various multimedia.

Dance Clubs

% Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&ALTiEfbrd
% " BE277557B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Wednes-
days: CubaRican Soul, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, NT $350, w/drink. Saturdays:
Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm,
late night hip hop, cover NT $500 w/ 2
drinks. Closed Mondays.

% Club 70

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei({5- LT/ \fE54E: 13857 1244)

Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Capacity: 200

Interior design and decoration from the '70s,
this is an intimate venue for smoking a cigar
and drinking red wine on its famous couches.
Wednesdays: LadiesNight, free cover with
free champagne. NT $500 for men, w/ 1
drink. Thursdays: 70's RetroNight, NT$250 for
all. Fridays and Saturdays: NT $600 with
1/drink. Sat, Jul 31: DAVE TWOMEY (UK),
featured in UK's Muzik magazine and JP's
Loud magazine, will be playing night of
tech-house, fused with some funk, bass, and
breaks. Supporting DJs will be CHEWIE, UM-
BRA, CRIMSON, DAN, and STAN. NT $500
w/drink or NT350 w/drink b4 midnight.

% Club Mash

No 40, Sec 1, Huameishi St, Taichung (&'
T 1 —Er405%)

Ph: (04) 2326-3509

A Taichung's lounge bar devoted to music,
pizza, wine, and sleek interior design. DJs
spin  house music here, with  weekend
hip-pop. Wednesdays: Ladies night, get a
free glass of champion before midnight. Fri,
Jul 30: DJ ZERO from Taipei's Naomi. Sat,
Jul 31: DJ JJ from blue rec.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
(BALTTEFERER P B985 1145

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

A relatively small venue compared to Taipei's
heavy weight clubs. DJs spin house and
hip-pop every Fridays and Saturdays. No cov-
er. Sat, Aug 7: DEEP Inside, first Saturday of
every month, one of Taipei's hottest secrets
here. DJs SL and STEVIE (NYC) playing 4
hours each of deep house and tech house.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&L
eI s — BTk 2H)

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

% LUST

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wu-Chung St, Taipei (JLTirG
TR & 152 B¢ 7255 5F)

Ph: (02) 2370-2162

Taipei's new gay disco club that's been
opened, closed, and re-opened. On the cor-

ner of Shining S. Rd (74 % B %) and
Wu-Chung St in Shimending, this is where
Circuit used to be.

%% LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(LA AR VU EL 20157 71 2)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip
hop, R&B and mainstream mixes in the Gal-
leria main ballroom, trance, house and pro-
gressive in the Lotus room, and other forms
depending on which special guest is in town.
No sandals or flip-flops. Wednesdays: SUGAR
in the Onyx room (the old Cigar Lounge up-
stairs), Ladies' night, men NT$500 or free b4
10pm, women free all night. Thursdays: Re-
lease Night, NT$500 or half price with col-
lege student ID, drink incl. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: free b4 10pm, NT $400 from
10-11pm, NTS$700 after. Fri, Jul 30: Tribal
with DJ VERTIGO in the Lotus. Sat, Jul 31:
DUB PISTOLS (UK) Live, in the Lotus, will be
stirring music somewhere between big beat,
techno, punk, and rock. Returning hip hop
fave TA-SHI (JP) will be scratching/spinning
his usual sets in the Galleria. Fri, Aug 6:
Godskitchen (UK) will be presenting trance
DJ JOE HO.

% % Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&b L&
LEPE 31055 K E )

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based nightlife complex is a huge
club in its own building in Neihu, with a
booming sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip-hop.
Wednesdays: Ladies Night, men NT $400, or
NT$200 b4 11pm. Thursdays: Smoove HipHop
Night, NT$350 or free b4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600 or NT$350
b4 11pm. Cab fare up to NT $200 is de-
ductible on entry. Fri and Sat, Jul 30 and
31: 110 (MARKUS MOSER and NADIA ALI) (US),
makers of the dance anthem "Rapture,” will
be appearing here for two nights with their
smooth disco, bass, and some house from
NYC, NTS$800, or NT$350 b4 11pm. Fri, Aug
6: MYNC PROJECT (MARK BROWN (UK) and
NICK CORELLI (ltaly)) spinning house music
all night long, NT$800, or NT$350 b4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(5 LT/ \fElHS4EL 13857 1244)

Ph: (02) 2362-1600

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, ladies free, men NT$500 w/ drink.
Sat, Jul 31: Old school party with DJ IKE,
backed up by DJ E-DRAGON, NT $500 w/2
drinks for men, and NT$350 w/2 drinks for
ladies. Fri, Aug 6: Reggae Night with K-SWISS,
NT$500 w/2 drinks for men, and NT$350 w/2
drinks for ladies, starting at 11pm.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5L /\[EF54E13857124)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free for Ladies' Night.
Fridays: BiKiNi Party! Ladies wearing bikinis
get in free.

% % Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (& dLiiird 5iEE kS
PUE182571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone

spin progressive, breakbeat, and tech house
until 7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies'
Night, men NT$350 or NT$200 with student
ID. Fridays and Saturdays: Party Nights, NT$500
or NT$350 b4 midnight. Sundays: After par-
ties from 7am-noon, NT$350 or NT$250 after
7am. Closed other nights. Sat, Jul 31: An-
nivesary! Non-stop music from 11pm to noon
on Sunday! Present will DJs ALEXWU, BLUE,
TIGER with breakbeat, progressive, and tech
house, STONE with progressive house, SAM
with hard tribal house and progressive, DUB-
MASTIC with a darker tribal, and a special
guest DJ.

% Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - 5 LTFAZEE18%5B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and main-
stream. Door policy plays up to beautiful
people and celebs. Wednesdays: Ladies'
Night, men NT$500. Thursdays: White House,
house music by resident DJ SAUCEY, NT$300.
Fridays and Saturdays: women NT$500, men
NT$700. Thu, Jul 29: White House with DJs
EDMUND, TRIX, and SAUCEY will be playing
underground house all night. Wear white and
get in for free, or NT$300 for those who
can't figure out white.




% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
i< LR 1B 15555B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays
only: NT$300.

% The Source

1 Roosevelt Road Section 1, Taipei

Ph: (02) 3393-1678.

A gay/straight bar with a bar on the first
level, dance floor in the second level and
lounge area on the third level. Fridays: Dan-
ceNation, featuring resident spinner Master-
Beat playing pop, tribal, house and Latin
music until 5am.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&Lifi
TP ARG —PL9155B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Mu-
sic is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n
bass. Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night,
men NT $300. Saturdays: NT $300 w/drink.
Sundays: NT$200 w/drink.

* TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

(BAETE R g —EE24957B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty,
but DJs frequently jump genres, playing mi-
ni-sets of everything from 60s R&B to tech-
no-house. As long as it's dancey. Tuesdays:
all you can drink beer, NT$400. Wednesdays:
Ice Ice Baby, unlimited Smirnoff Ice before
midnight, Ladies night, men NT$300 w/drink.
Thursdays: Flava, men free b4 midnight,
ladies free all night w/ free screwdrivers be-
fore midnight. Fridays: Urban Space w/ hip
hop n rock n roll all night, NT$500 w/drink.
Saturdays: Spot light, Live DJs and MCs,
NT500 w/drink.

% X-Direction

B1, No 8, Sec 1, Geelung Rd, Taipei (&L
FhlE S —E8fiB1)

Ph: (02) 2762-9646

The newest edition to the TeXound family.
Fridays: NT$500 w/drink or NT$300 w/drink
b4 1am, NTS$300 w/drink for ladies all night.
Saturdays:  NT $500 w/drink or NT $300
w/drink b4 1am. Fri, Jul 30: DAVE TWOMEY
(UK), featured in UK's Muzik magazine and
JP's Loud magazine, will be playing night of
tech-house, fused with some funk, bass, and
breaks, NT$600 w/1 drink, or NT$400 w/1
drink b4 1am. Sat, Jul 31: followMEManParty,
featuring the newest techno sounds around,
with DJs ERIC HUANG, TIGER, STONE, and
TEDDY in the HeavanHall, and DJs JOE, JIM-
MY CHEN, FLOYED, and ARNOLD in the Angel-
Bar, NT$600 for men, and NT$1000 for women.

Classical

% 5th Taipei International
Choral Festival: Final

Concert

Sat, Jul 31 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([ % 3% %% &), 21
Zhongshan S. Rd., Taipei (JLmiH[LIFEEE215%)
Ph: (02) 3393-9999

Tickets: NT$300 to NT$1500

The Final Concert of this year's Taipei Inter-
national Choral Festival includes the following
choral groups: Incheon City Chorale (South
Korea), The Australian Voices (Australia),
Nordic Voices, (Norway), Festival Choir,
Taipei Philharmonic Chorus, and the New
Philharmonic Orchestra.

% Crossing Percussion's

Boundary

Sun, Aug 1 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([R5 & 45E)

Ph: (02) (02) 3393-9999

Tickets: NT$300 to NT$1000

Taiwan's famous percussion band, Ju Perscus-
sion Group, brings a night of beats and
rhythms in accompaniment with visiting mas-
ters: David Friedman (Vibraphone), Katarzyna
Mycka (Marimba), Brain West (Marching
Band), Jorge Bermudez (Conga), | Wayan Dibia
(Gamelan), and Abbos Kosimov (Hand Drum).

¢

31T

% SPOT - Taipei Film House

Ct#iaILdE s eg), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N
Rd, Taipei (trfihilidEEs —F1855)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Web: www.spot.org.tw

"19", by Kazushi Watanabe (Japan): A univer-
sity student has been kidnapped in broad
daylight and brought onto a road trip. The
kidnappers do not have a plan; they are do-
ing it for the fun, just as their stealing of
cars, playing in amusement arcades, robbing

of supermarkets, taking a bath in the bath-
house, and drinking MaxCoffee. This is their
life. Strangely enough, the kidnapped turns
to sympathize the offenders and their
lifestyle. When the kidnappers begin to tar-
get for another man, this relationship begins
to change, and what arrives is a sudden and
unexpected farewell. 35mm. 83 mins.
Japanese with Mandarin/English subtitle. Tue,
Jul 27 to Fri, Jul 30: 12am, 2pm, 4pm,
6pm, 8pm, 10pm. NT$220/ NT$150.
"MON-RAK TRANSISTOR", by Pen-Ek Ratanaru-
ang (Thailand): Pan is a musically talented
man who charms the beautiful Sadaw at a
temple fair in their village. But the world is
turned upside down for the lovers when Pan
is conscripted to the army. During military
service, Pan joins a band and moves to
Bangkok to seek his fortune, abandoning his
young family. A dream soon turns to a night-
mare, however, as Pan finds himself incar-
cerated for series of heinous crimes. With a
small transistor radio as his only means of
communication with the outside world, Pan
reflects on the loss of idyllic village life, his
beloved wife, and the child he never met.
35mm. 120 mins. Thai with Mandarin/English
subtitle. Sat, Jul 31: 11:30am, 1:40pm, 3:50pm,
6pm, 8:10pm, 10:20pm. NT$220/ NT$150.
% Chinese Taipei Film

Archive

(R % E & REE), 4F, No. 7, Ching-tao East
Road, Taipei (LTI EARE455UMH)
Ph:(02)2392-4243

Web: www.ctfa.org.tw

"ANOTHER  COUNTRY" (1984) by Marek
Kanievska (UK): An elderly, exiled British spy
looks back on his life during an interview
with an American journalist. As he remem-
bers his days at an English boarding school
in the 1930s, the film moves to Britain
chronicling his young life. In school, he falls
in love with a young, male classmate, ex-
ploring his homosexuality. He is also exposed
to Marxist ideas for the first time, both of
which, ostensibly, contribute to his later ac-
tivities as a spy. 35mm. 90mins. Color. Tue,
Aug 3rd: 7pm. Free.

Museums

% 228 Memorial Peace Park

(BAE= =/ Uid&E)

No.3, Ketagalan Rd, Taipei (&dbifidllEf&iEA

JE35%)

Ph: (02) 2389-7228

Open: 10am to 5pm, closed Mondays

WATCHING TAIPEI CROSSING TIME AND SPACE
CELEBRATING THE CITY'S 120th ANNIVER-

SARY: The history of Taipei and its city walls

will be presented through old photos, maps,

audio-visual presentations and artifacts.

Through Sep 20.

% Museum of Contemporary

Arts (MOCA), Taipei

(BALEAEETEH)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei ({5dbTiA [ EE

LGS 3955)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org.tw

DIGITAL SUBLIME: NEW MASTERS OF THE UNI-

VERSE: a large exhibition where the artists

become creators of a new digital universe.

Korea's Wonil Rhee brings together interna-

tional artists and performers including Atsuhi-

ro Ito (JP), Golan Levin (UK), InsertSilence

(US), Joseph Nechvatal (US), Knowbotic Re-

search (GER), Lin Jun-ting (TW), Mathieu

Briand (FRA) and Wang Fu-jui (TW). Through

Aug 8.

% National Museum of

History

(B TZFE S )8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (& dLifipdi%4955%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURAL AR-

TIFACTS: art and artifacts ranging from the

Neolithic Age and early dynasties like the Xi-

a, Shang, and Zhou, up to the 20th century

Republican period. Permanent.

AN EXHIBITION OF T 'ANG TRI-COLOUR AND

PAINTED POTTERY: vessels and ceramic fig-

ures in the emblematic orange, blue, and

green glazing style of the Tang Dynasty. Per-

manent.

ODE TO NATURE - MILLET, COROT AND BAR-

BIZON SCHOOL PAINTERS: The private collec-

tion of Japanese businessman Nakamura

Takeshi shows 100 scenery sketches by fa-

mous Barbizon school painters of the 19th

century, including the fine scenery of the

Foret de Fontainebleau. Through Sep 19.

Y% National Palace Museum

(B fbe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (& dLifi-L:Ak

B T E2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was

Bouncers needed

BY WINOPETE

KNOW A meat loaf out of
work? The Pig and Whistle pubs
in Hsinchu and Kaohsiung are
seeking "security staff" with black
belts kung fu, gold medal
wrestling skills, or similar.
Intelligence optional. Please
contact the pub managers for
further info.

BEACH PARTY AT HSINCHU
PIG AND WHISTLE, JULY 30:
The Pig and Whistle Pub in

Hsinchu will hold a beach theme
party on the night of Friday 30th
July. Free entrance for those

showing up in their sexiest beach
wear. Games and beer drinking contests to be held, with prizes for
the winners. Go check it out. The location: 102, Sec 2, Chunghua

St, Hsinchu GFT/7 7 #EHT — B¢1025%).

FREE INTERNET AT TAPAS: Anyone needing to check their
email can do so for free upstairs at Tapas, where they have the
whole kit and caboodle set up (although not necessarily working all
the time). If you have your own notebook, but just need a wireless
LAN connection, then hop along to any of the Malibu/My Place
group pubs, Great Eastern Tavern or Carnegie's. Tapas is at 50, Sec
T, Hoping W Rd (BALTHiRIZS RS —E3508%).

AUSSIE BEERS AT BREEZE: The supermarket at Breeze has
heaps of Australian beers, including Toohey's New, Toohey's Extra
Dry, Cooper's Light, XXXX Gold, Hahn Premium, Melbourne Bitter,
Carlton Cold and VB. No Cascade spotted though. Individual bottle
prices are mostly in the NT$70-80 range. NZ Steinlager also
available.

AUSSIE BEERS ALSO AT BRASS MONKEY, CARNEGIE'S AND
THE SHANNON: The Brass Monkey is now sclling VB at NT$170
net and Crown Lager (one of Winopete's favorite Aussie beers) at
NT$200 net, as well as Coopet's spatkling ale. VB is also now
available at Carnegie's and The Tavern. Meanwhile, VB and Coopet's
(each NT$160+10%) continue to be popular at The Shannon which
has stocked these beers for a few months already.

KILKENNY AT THE TAVERN: Homesick Shamrocks on the
south side of town will be pleased to learn that The Tavern is
flogging a pint o' Kilkenny for just NT$200 net (same price as their
draught Guinness). This is the best price in town, apart from Happy
Hour at The Shannon (NT$150+10%).

BAR TRADING CORNER: My Place/ MOP/ the two Malibus/
Saints and Sinners are all for sale "at the right price." Contact Nick
or Jacqui at My Place for further information. Serious enquiries only,
please.

Deutsche Weinstrasse, near the Fuhsing/Nanjing intersection, is up
for sale too. The location would be great, if it weren't for that
bloody petrol station in the way.

A bar industry source has told me that the Pig and Whistle pubs
in Kaohsiung and Hsinchu may come onto the market later this
year. The Kaohsiung P&W is a real money-spinner, while the
Hsinchu joint has had its problems. Watch this space.

Guandii (Shanghai) is up for sale, and the owner of Kama
Lounge in Taipei is considering purchasing it. If Guandii were
transformed into a Kama-like bar, that would be good for Shanghai.
Guandii, in its current form, is a dingy dump.

A MESSAGE FROM AMSTERDAM: A pack of Marlboro cigarettes
bought by a friend in Amsterdam had the following message on it,
in large lettering: "Smoking harms the sperm and decreases fertility."
There you go, fellas, enjoy your next smoke.

HAPPY DRINKING!

Send your pub news to winopete@hotmarcom




accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004, some
galleries in the museums east wing will be
closed as part of an ongoing renovation pro-
ject.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION OF
ASIAN  BRONZE SCULPTURES SELECTED FROM
MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION. Peng a-
massed a collection of 322 objects, most of
them gilt bronze Buddhist sculptures. Those
on display here range from the 11th century
BC to the modern era, coming from India,
southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan.

A CENTURY OF GERMAN GENIUS: MASTER-
PIECES FROM CLASSICISM TO EARLY MOD-
ERNISM will include works loaned from six of
Germany's major arts institutions, all of them
under the auspices of the Prussian Cultural
Foundation in Berlin. Dating from 1775 to
1925, the 200 pieces chosen cover periods of
Classicism, Historicism, Art Nouveau, and ear-
ly Modernism. In addition to drawings and oil
paintings familiar to many, there are also fur-
nishings, ceramics, glassware, and metal
ware-Berlin cast iron decorative objects being
particularly refined. According to Berlin, this
is the first time that German objects are
traveling to Asia for exhibit. Many master-
pieces of German art will be represented, in-
cluding Bauhaus with its influence on modern
industrial design and the works of such pio-
neers of abstract painting as Wassily Kandin-
sky and Paul Klee. Through Aug 1.

%% Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(Bt g

181, Sec 3, Zhong Shan N. Rd, Taipei (& dbifi
LR = EE1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE ART IN THE ERA
OF CONTENTION: a joint exhibition by the
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art of Cornell
University and TFAM, following the work of
32 Taiwanese beginning at the end of martial
law in 1987. The focus is on the artists' new
expressions while dealing with self-identities
and the local culture amidst Taiwan's interna-
tionalization and political and economic
changes. Through Aug 15.

READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY  AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on
the theme of people and their surroundings.
The exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performances. As a piece of art
speaks to its viewer, it hopes to stir curiosity
surround each person's life and his/her relation-
ship to the surroundings. Through Sep 26.

2004 TAIPEI ARTS AWARDS: A competition of
local contemporary artists with the emphasis
on concepts, creativity, and individuality.
There are no limitations in the media or cat-
egories of art works. Through Sep 26.
DEVELOPMENT OF ARTS OF THE 1980s IN TAI-
WAN: a review exhibition from visual arts to
literature, music, film, dance, and theatre
highlighting the history of Taiwan and the
changes of its cultural environment. Through
Sep 5.

FINE ARTS OF THE 1980s IN TAIWAN: art
from the decade that saw an

end of the martial law era in 1988. Through
Aug 1.

SHUN YE COLLECTION EXHIBITION: a collection
of paintings by famous Taiwanese painters
from the Shun Ye Museum of Formosan Abo-
rigines create a historical snapshot of the
past hundred years. Through Sep 12.

% Taipei Story House
(BLHCERER)

181-1, Sec.3, Zhong Shan N. Rd, Taipei (&dk
TR LR = E181-15%)

Ph: (02) 2587-8865

Web: www.storyhouse.com.tw/

CHILDHOOD OF YESTERDAY - A TOYS EXHIBI-
TION PRESENTED BY TAIPEI STORY HOUSE:
what did children used to play before the ar-
rivals of television and computer games? This
exhibition shows the intelligence and creativi-
ty of "self-made, self-played” toys. Through
Sep 26.

Galleries

% Eslite Gallery

(A ER)

B2, No.245, Dunhua S. Rd, Sec.1, Taipei
(GAb TSR — B 24557 B2)

Ph:(02) 2775-5977

Open: 11am to 7pm, closed Mondays

THE SECRET OF GAMES PLAYED WITH MARBLES
- LI ZIXUNS SOLO EXHIBITION: A fabricated
world of dreams and imagination through in-
stallations of lively sculptures and paintings.
Through Aug 1.

%% FNAC (Asia World Store)
(BT

B1, No.337, Nanjing E. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei

(G AL FUR S = EE3375%B1)

Ph: 8712-0331

Open: 11am to 9pm, daily

MY HEART SEES YOU FROM AFAR - PHOTOG-
RAPHY EXHIBITION: Korean photographer Yin
Guilie records Tibet through his camera.
Through Jul 31.

% Huashan

(LA S L R E)

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (5Lii/ \FEH—EA155)
TASTE OF INSTALLATIONS!: students from the
Plastic Arts Departments, Da-Yeh University,
present their perspective towards life, soci-
ety, and the environment simply through their
arts. Through Aug 8.

% Ketagalan Culture Center
(HEAS B SALAE)

No.3-1, Zhongshan Rd, Taipei (&L (1%
3-15%)

Ph: (02) 2898-6500

THE RICH CULTURAL STYLES OF THE TEN
TRIBES - TAIWANESE INDIGENOUS FESTIVAL EX-
HIBITION (SERIES TWO) - BUNUN TRIBE, PAI-
WAN TRIBE, AND YAMI TRIBE JOINT EXHIBI-
TION: Woodcarving, glass work, and paintings,
representing the traditional cultures of these
three aborigines' tribes. Through Aug 1.

% Nowhere Cafe

(FTAEMIE)

No.1, Lane 60, Xinsheng S. Rd, Sec.3, Taipei
(BACTHT A F % = 6045 155%)

Ph: 2362-5241

Open: 2pm to 2am, daily.

INVISIBLE PROPORTION: photographs from ABC
123 studio showing the world in non-mathe-
matical proportion. Through Jul 31.

% Taipei MOMA

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei
(BAb TR —BE252 41957 314)

Ph: (02) 8771-3372

ARTISTS JOINT EXHIBITION: a survey of pho-
tography and other 2D media by some of Tai-
wan's most prominent contemporary artists,
including Chen Chieh-Jen, Chang Chien-Chi,
Chen  Shun-Chu, Chen  Yung-Hsien,Hung
Tung-Lu, Hung Chih-Yang, Hsu Yu-Jen, Kuo

Chuan-Chiu, Lin Chuan-Chu,Wu Tien-Chang,
Wang Wan-Chun, Yao Jui-Chung, Yuan
Goang-Ming, Tuan Jai, Yu Peng, and Yu

Wei-Te. Through Aug 15.

[] Stag

% Moscow City Ballet

Fri, Jul 30 at 3pm and 7:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center ({5LE
;H0), 1, Hsin-Yi Rd, Sec. 5, Taipei (Jk
TS FRBS T —5%)

Ph: (02) 2723-2535

Tickets: NT$600 to NT$1500

With their powerful dance techniques, beauti-
ful moving music, and elaborate stage design,
the Moscow City Ballet brings to Taiwan full
renditions of "Swan Lake" and "The Nutcracker."
% The Venetian Twins

Sat, Jul 30 to Sat, Aug 6th at 7:30pm
National Theater ([#%25%&IF¢), 21 Zhongshan
S. Rd, Taipei (ALiirf1lIRdR%215%)

Ph: (02) 2343-1100

Tickets: NT$300 to 1800

An comedy by Carlo Goldoni and presented
by Performance Workshop, who has previously
staged two loudly acclaimed Goldoni plays, "A
Servant of Two Masters” (1995) and "The
Comedy of Sex and Politics” (2001, based on
Mirandolina) in bold and physical styles that
are known to shake the theater with laugh-
ter. A single actor, acting as a pair of smart
and dull Venetian twins separated at birth,
pushes the limits of comic acting. The audi-
ence can expect a rollicking evening of zany
fun from Performance Workshop's seasoned
cast. In mandarin.

% Kevin Reese—A Perfect

Balance

Tue, Aug 5 at 7:30pm

Novel Hall (#r#E#) 3-1 Songshou Rd, Taipei
(ALTFATEES 3-155)

Ph: (02) 2722-4302

Tickets: Free.

Combining mime and dance with visual arts
and screen projections, actor/artist Kevin
Reese is Sandy, a young artist in search of
his masterpiece. Inspired by the work of
American artist Alexander Calder, inventor of
the mobile, this dynamic, thought-provoking
multi-media adventure explores an artist's in-
novations with shape, color, painting, sculp-
ture and movement, underscored with period
music by Eric Satie, George Gershwin, and
Claude Debussy.
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