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ET READY. A bunch of cool
G international bands will play Taiwan

this summer, starting next weekend.
Here's the latest news: US indie singer Cat
Power returns to Taiwan for three shows in
Taipei and Taichung next week; sources tell
me Jon Spencer is 100% confirmed for the
free Hohaiyan (/i%%@’%) on Fulung
beach on July 18; and let's not forget
Formoz (BFEHHNE) from July 30 to August
1 in Taipei, which will bring another funked
up mix, ranging from the Japanese metal
band Sex Machineguns to Austin, Texas'
post-rockers American Analog Set to Taiwan's
own indie-pop diva Sandy Chan (BRHfIE) —

www.formoz.com. -David [Frazer

Cat Power

Cat Power has probably been the most
powerful gritty female element in the US
rock scene in the last few years, something
like a Janis Joplin for the turn of the 21st
century. She last played Taiwan about a year
and a half ago in January 2003, and even
though everyone 1 talked to loved it - "man,
she totally freaked out on stage. Totally
intense" - the promoters said she thought it
was one of the worst shows she'd ever
played. What'll happen this time? Who
knows. 1 can't wait.

Cat's real name is Chan Marshall ("Chan"
is pronounced "Shawn"), and she's been
releasing albums since 1995, then she got
picked up by one of the bigger indie labels
in Matador Records in 1996 for her third
album Whar Would the Comumunity 7hink.
Her six CDs so far have shown her to be
an intense and mood-ridden when singing,
and a provocative songwriter as well. The
tones range from warm to anguished, and
though every song has its own mood, the
poignancy is seldom lost in the delivery. It's
what you might call folk music that's aware
of punk and funk and soul and everything
clse out there. Or you might just call it
singing your heart out to the room in front
of you, which is how she got a reputation.

When Marshall was in Taiwan for the
first time in January 2003, she fell supposedly
fell in love with the place. This had a lot to
do with promoter James Chen, his wife
Kristen Perry, and Chen's mom and dad.
"Chan just loved James' mom, because she
was setting up all kind of Essential Oils in

her hotel room and doing all kinds of other
nice things," said Perry. Chen's Taiwan rock
shows are always something of a family affair
- he always gets his parents to help take care
of the visiting rock stars, and so far both
Marshall and Australian rockers The Dirty
Three have, as Perry put it, "kind of like
been adopted into the family. And they really
loved it."

Cat Power was supposed to come back
carlier this year in January for the Leaf
Festival with The Dirty Three, but at the last
minute she discovered her passport and her
plane ticket were gone — she believed them
stolen — so she had to cancel, according to
Perry. So huge props go to her and Chen
for honoring Leaf Festival ticket stubs at The
Wall in Taipei on Thu, Jun 10 (start at 7pm)
or at Nuno's (&#f) in Taichung on Fri, Jun
11 (start at 8pm). At a third show will be
held at the Wall on Wed, Jun 9 (start at
8pm), Leaf stubs will not be honored.
Tickets in Taipei cost NT$750, or NT$700 in
advance at The Wall. Tickets in Taichung
cost NT$600 or NT$550 in advance.

Jon Spencer confirmed

Jon Spencer is confirmed to play Fulung
Beach on July 18, according to James Chen
(the same guy from the Cat Power article
above), and so is The Dirty Three. Chen
said he's contacted about 100 bands in the
last three weeks in rapid fire attempts to see
who's available, most big bands having
booked their summer festivals about six
months in advance. When I talked to him at
his home in Melbourne, Australia, he was
actually slightly apologetic that he could only
get Jon Spencer and Blues Traveler, a scuzz
blues band reputed to put on some of the
best live shows in the world today.

Chen, by the way, cannot even make it
to Taiwan for the concert and is doing all
this work pro bono because "when I was a
kid, there was no good rock 'n roll in
Taiwan." In 1994 he talked his parents into
sending him to school in Australia, "but
actually T just wanted to see Aerosmith,"
which didn't even have a concert scheduled
at the time, and as things worked out, "they
never came to Australia." Now Chen is 25,
married to Perry, waiting for residency, and
looking forward to a job at the Melbourne

e

Cat Power, real name Chan Marshall, is o US singer/songwriter who can get pretty real when she plays live. She'll be in Taipei June 9 and 10 and in Taichung on June 11.

Cat Power next week! Jon Spencer in July!
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airport. In his free time, he dreams up cool
rock tours for Taiwan. Basically, James Chen
rules!

Back to Hohaiyan for a minute. The
official list of foreign bands for the concert
will not be released until mid-June, according
to the Taipei County Government. This is a
couple weeks later than what they told me
last week, the reason probably being that
they only started looking for international
bands a few weeks ago, as Chen described.
The concert can afford big foreign bands this
year due to a NT$20 million budget, much
of which is coming through a sponsorship
deal from 7-11. More later. -2/

Five one act plays

Phoenix Theatre, an English-language
theatre troupe in Taipei, will present "Murder,
Mayhem and...Mating: An Evening of Ives" at
The Living Room this weekend. With five
existential comedies by New York award
winning playwright David Ives, the program
promises some good laughs for the audience
who can expect the clever wordplay and
bizarre situations Ives is famous for: a man
on holiday has a dose of bad diarrhea; the
Discovery Channel observes two mating flies
that have met at a party; and a murder
mystery, just to describe a few.

Directed by Catherine Diamond, a
professor in Comparative Drama at Soochow
University, the actors, all seven or cight of
them, are mostly English teachers in Taiwan
who are "mostly doing this for the laugh,"
explains Peter Balfry (i.e., they're not getting
paid). Balfry, who used to always play girls'
parts at his boy's academic back in the UK,
will appear in three of the five short plays.
This will be the sixth production by the
Phoenix Theatre since its founding in 1999.

This will also be the second weekend in
a row for a theatrical performance at The
Living Room, a small and intimate venue
fitting for 30 to 40 people. "We don't have
a sign," pre-warns manager Corbett Wall.
Show times are Sat, Jun 5 at 7:30pm and
Sun, Jun 6 at 3pm and 7:30pm. Reservations
are highly recommended. Expect a good
crowd, some good laughs, and some cold
beer. The Living Room (/N BEEME) is
located 3F, #8 Nanjing E. Rd., Section 5,
Taipei (Z AL TH R AEE 5 B 8 9% 3 #). Tick
ets are NT$300. -£nuly Wu




Commentary [15 years after Tiananmenl]

Images of Tiananmen

15 years later, looking for memory beyond media

BY LIONEL YAO

AT THE time of the Tiananmen Square
Incident, America-based cultural researcher
Rey Chow (Ji35) was one of the first to
point out that it was an army of western
camera crews that descended on Beijing and
represented the scene of the 1989 student
movements to the entire world, and
subsequently question the effects of these
images. On June 4, 2004, the 15th
anniversary of the Tiananmen Square
Incident, Chow's question is especially
relevant. For most people, the historical
memory of Tiananmen Square was mainly
constructed by those representations of the
western media. But what did the western
media actually rsepresens Were these
re-preseatations completely without problems?

In recent years, intense debate has
sprung up over the policies of Beijing's
student leaders in the months leading up to
Tiananmen (April to June 1989), especially in
a recent wave of writings by activists exiled
from China. Worth noting among these is
the controversy over certain historical details
raised by Feng Congde (f:ﬁﬁﬁ%) and
directed towards his former compatriots
Wang Dan (FEF4), Wu'er Kaixi (EFIFIA),
and Wang Juntao (fﬁ(%)

In recent years, Feng can be considered
as a rare alternative voice, refusing to go
along with western media constructions of
the student leaders' images, instead offering
provocative criticism. Tast year he stated he'd
cease to restrain himself from examining the
roles of Wang Dan and Wang Juntao at

Tiananmen, saying, "Before, I wouldn't
openly say anything against those two out of
consideration for their images and the image
of the student movement...My heart has been
very troubled. Today, 14 years later, 1 feel a
responsibility to make some clarifications and
rectifications in order to safeguard the
integrity and accuracy of Tiananmen's true
history." Of course Feng's re-examination are
not only be limited to these two, also
including Wu'er Kaixi and others. He now
posts materials relating to them from vatious
sources on the web site he edits, www.
64memo.com.

Since last year, Feng's newfound ire has
not diminished. In a web site article of
A_Eril 22, "Using Tiananmen's 'Black Hands"
NPy HEE {%E/‘Jﬁfﬁﬁ), he restates his
criticism that the images of Wang Dan and
Wu'er Kaixi were established by the media
at the expense of upsetting the course of
the student movement: "After the hunger
strike, the university alliance (/5 i — a
loose organization of groups from different
universities that sprung up after groups
mourning premier Hu Yaobang — Eﬁﬁ@iﬁ
— for the first time stormed Xinhuamen, a
Beijing gate that marks the main entrance to
the government, on April 18, 1989)
immediately made an internal declaration that
Wang Dan and Wu'er Kaixi 'can no longer
represent the university alliance." The two
were used to using the media's spin, posing
as 'leaders'...personally using media support to
defy the organization's resolutions and call
for a hunger strike. Actually, it was the

student movement organization's first schism,
a split down to the roots that stemmed
every future split. Afterwards, the chaos of
the student movement was hard to avoid."
What's important here is not necessarily who
was right or who was wrong. The
controversy indicates that the images
constructed by the western media were not
aligned with the student movement's motives
and did not understand its basic meaning.

As Rey Chow has pointed out, even
before Tiananmen provided the west with an
image of a totalitarian China, the west was
preparing itself to find such an image. In
the years since Tiananmen, the student
leaders' images have also repeatedly come
into play. For example, during the Clinton
era, China released Wang Dan and Wei
Jingsheng (B{4E) from prison and into
exile in the US, a2 move that allowed Clinton
to become the first US president to visit
China. So due to the release of a couple of
celebrity level Tiananmen activists, Clinton
didn't have to worty about being seen
shaking hands with a dictator in Jiang
Zemin, and China could rest at ease about
the other dissidents still suffering in its jails.
In many ways, relying on western media's
formulation of the student movements is
perilous.

So today, the continuing dialogue
between Feng and the other exiled student
activists is not just a tempest in a teapot.
The intense dispute has a constructive
meaning, which is this: We must use our
own language to construct our own historical
memory, otherwise the 1989 student
movement will only be cheapened as a
reconstructed product of the capitalist media.

Lwonel Yao /f/bﬁ YY) 15 a2 former POTS
reporrer. Translated and adapted by David
Lrazier. Orgmal Chiese on page 6 or 7.

en.pots.com.tw
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On the set in a Taoyuan arehouse, where 50 expat extras helped make a jeans ad last month.

The weekend modeling gig

How not to get ahead in advertising

BY ERIK OLAFSON

RRIVING AT the Taoyuan sound

stage on a Sunday afternoon last

month as an extra in an Edwin Jeans
ad, I could tell right away that this was no
shabby production. With fifty white extras at
NT$5000 a piece, the TV commercial was
running up a honky budget of at least NT
$250,000, not including the Arizndangs. They
also had to fly in two good-looking whiteys
from overseas and supply them with KFC for
the weekend. The costs must have been
astronomical. I also discovered that for a
building-to-building leap sequence they even
hired the guy who did wire work for Aazrix.
I can see his career is really taking off.

Now, if you're like a lot of foreigners in
Taiwan you've probably thought about doing
some modeling. After all, it pays reasonably
well and you get to see yourself on TV. But
think again, the same could be said about
Internet porn. Although many foreigners in
Taiwan eventually consider prostituting their
skin color to advertising, there are a few
things to consider before you up and quit
the shitty job you got right now. Many
people have found that much like spending
more "quality time" with your girlfriend or
sucking dick for crack, modeling in Taiwan
only secms like a good idea. In the end you
just feel hollow inside.

I got my first big break a few years ago
when I was living out in Neihu. As a
full-time English teacher and part-time
alcoholic, I was looking for a way to drink
on the job without endangering young lives,
and TV commercials seemed like just the
ticket. One day, my roommate came home
with a couple of recruiters from an
advertising agency. After asking me a few
questions and taking a picture of my crotch,
they offered me a very challenging role in a
cellular phone ad. I would be playing the
part of a background prop. The following
Sunday they chauffered me to the set on the
back of a Jog 50 (the "World Scooter"). 1
proceeded to spend the entire day sweating

my ass off and trying not to move or fart
while the lead actress endeavored to "get in
right." I'm not sure what actually constituted
getting it right because she answered her
phone and laughed in exactly the same way
precisely 2364 times. To make matters worse,
after the final edit you could only see me
from the back. Not that I didn't appreciated
the notoriety 1 received. I couldn't go
anywhere without somebody recognizing the
back of my head. I vowed to never do
another commercial.

And having made my solemn vow, you
can imagine the consternation I expressed
when, about three weeks ago, my friend Mars
signed us both up to do an Edwin jeans
commercial. I was fuming. He tried to sell
me on the project, explaining that we would
both have exciting parts as people running in
a crowd. "Wow," I said. "Those angty mob
roles are the hardest to get." I finally decided
to do it because I owed him money and he
made me.

On the day of the shoot I showed up
less than an hour late amid a swarm of
well-groomed whiteys. The whole place recked
of Starbuck's and hair-care products. I took
the time to survey the pool of talent, which
was comprised of pretty much every other
broke foreigner in Taiwan who couldn't find
better paying work collecting recyclables on a
peddle-cart or working for Hess. Most were
newcomers, you know, English teachers,
people who think they can save money.

Finally Mars showed up with the booze
and we were loaded onto a pink tour-bus
destined for scenic Taoyuan. Upon arrival
they fed us some delicious biandang and
showed us to the washrooms to vomit. The
shooting wouldn't begin for another hour so
Mars and I headed out to find some betel
nut and start drinking.

We wandered back just in time to catch
some of the initial filming. The star of the
commercial was a French-Canadian named
Chip. His name wasn't really Chip, but if you
saw him you'd also want to call him Chip.
When we walked in he was running headlong

PHOTO: MARS
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into a brick wall, over and over again.
This may help disprove the
misconception that TV modeling is easy
work. It's only easy compared to every
other kind of work. When Chip finished
up they fed him some delicious KFC
and showed him to the washrooms to
vomit. The rest of us lined up and
awaited instructions.

"Okay everybody! We want you to
run headlong into that brick wall, over
and over again."

Of course, I'm not supposed to tell
anybody the storyline of the commercial
because it won't be released until the end
of June. Anyway, here it is: It all starts
off and you see this cool non-Asian
dude, played by Chip, sprinting across
the top of a skyscraper in his tight
Edwin Jeans. Suddenly, you notice that
he's being chased by 50 to 120 other
non-Asian types, played by the rest of us
losers. When Chip gets to the building's
edge he leaps, Matrix style, over to the
next building where he finds a hot
Bulgarian chick and proceeds to grab her
ass. Meanwhile, we, the dejected masses,
who have neglected to wear tight Edwin
jeans, don't even attempt the jump and
slam headlong into the wall. No
Bulgarian hot chick for us, and no ass
grab.

Now slamming head-first into a wall
repeatedly may sownd easy, especially to
those of us who do that kind of thing for
fun. But just consider that we had to do it
without laughing. They explained it all to us
during a very in-depth character analysis and
breakdown of the plot, which lasted about a
minute and a half. It was imperative that
each and every whitey appear stern and
determined to leap. A single goofy expression
could destroy the effect. I don't know how
many good shots were ruined by the
infamous "smilers" and "laughers," but never
on my account, at least not before I got
drunk roughly a quarter of the way through
the filming.

It was hard fucking damn work, let me
tell you. I eventually had to send Mars out
for a bottle of Whisby. We must have run
into that Styrofoam brick wall 2364 times
before they put down the bull whip. I even
pulled a buttock muscle in one of the final
shots and had to call for a time out. By the
end of the day I concluded that NT$5000 is
not nearly enough money for sprinting across
a warehouse for thirteen hours. However, it's
pretty damn good money for getting drunk in
Taoyuan. Normally I don't get paid squat for
that.

I was told later that they are going to
use computers to make the crowd look
bigger. Apparently, through the magic of
Technicolor or some such shit, they are able
to superimpose one image upon another to
make 50 to 120 people look like ever so
many much more. There will be two or three
of everybody on the screen but who's going
to notice a little thing like that? I for one
am damn sure going to try. It will be
something like Where's Waldo, but on TV.
So if you're one of those weirdoes who
doesn't flip channels as soon as the
commercials come on, keep an eye out for
me. Il be the drunken bastard clutching his
buttock, running alongside his four twin
brothers. Oh and if you're familiar with the
cellular phone ads of 2001, you'll probably
recognize me by the back of my head.

Firse Person is a page for individuals’ 7anvan
experrences. Send yours (o: extra@lilpao.com.




Political punktivism

Taoyuan’s Leek Records goes global

BY ANDY O’BRIEN

T'S BEEN two years since Kevin Lee started his punk label
I Leek Records out of his Taoyuan home, which has so far only

released small issues of two CDs for his own band, Consider the
Meek. But in the next few months, he's looking at Leek distribution
on four continents, new releases of four CDs and a DVD, and
cooperation with international heavies — both bands and labels. Lee is
setiously striving to put Taiwan on punk's world map. And at the
same time on the "home" front, he's working to rally Taiwanese for
political causes like ethical treatment of animals and getting soy milk
in Starbucks.

"Starting a record label has always been my dream, but it just
never worked out," explained Lee, talking about life a few years ago
in his native Australia. "It's just easier to do it here, so I spent four
years teaching English and saving money so I could finally get Leck
Records off the ground." Lee launched Leek two years ago with an
EP from his band Consider the Meck and was followed by their full
length "Dream Up a Threat," which hit local stores last summer.
"Actually it wasn't difficult getting our CDs into local stores. We just
asked. I think Taiwan is very open to independent music." (That said,
Channel V deep-sixed a Consider the Meck video and interview after
an initial approval because it was "too alternative".)

However, it wasn't until this spring that Leek started making
international moves by working with People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals. In January, PETA agreed to provide material for the
"Voice of the Animals" concert at Taipei's Lounge 808 with Consider
the Meek and local pop-punk bands, BB Bomb (BB 5#) and Hotpink.
Attendees were treated to a healthy dose of punk rock complemented
by horrific images of animals being mistreated and brutally slaughtered
on a big screen TV.

Not long after the show, PETA called Lee and asked him to do
some wotk for them. "Our band came up in a PETA board meeting,
" Lee said. "They wanted to broaden their reach in Asia, and
someone mentioned a band in Taiwan who was organizing animal
rights show. Basically I go to dog shelters once a month, check on
the conditions, then call the mayor and give him shit when I find the
dogs are being treated badly. You wouldn’t believe some of these
places. Dogs are starving to death and eating each other — really sick shit"

Next month Leek is set to release a free PETA-sponsored
Consider the Meeck DVD entitled "Leave Me Alone." In addition to
Consider the Meek, the DVD will offer a lot of extras, including an
unreleased song by the LA punk band Goldfinger, interviews with
Justin Sane from the political punk band Anti-Flag, Fat Mike of

PHOTO: LEEK RECORDS

NOFX, and actor Alec Baldwin, as well as the usual footage of
tortured animals.

Being a politically active record label, Leck donates a portion of
CD sales to organizations like PETA and Punkvoter.com, a web site
with the current aim to organize American punk rockers into a voting
block and vote President Bush out of office. The label has also
organized some small local demonstrations. Two months ago Lee and
a group of activists protested the visiting director of Columbia
University, an institution known for doing controversial lab experiments
on monkeys. Currently the label is also lobbying Starbucks, Domino's
Pizza, and Pizza Hut to add soy milk and soy cheese to their menus,
in effort to "save millions of cows."

Leek CDs can be found in record store chains across Taiwan, but
in recent months the label has also been recruiting members for the
"Leek Street Team," a group mostly made up of local university
students. Lee loads each member up with CDs, merchandise and
tickets for upcoming concerts, and sends them out on the street. "We
give them a percentage and they keep coming back. We've managed
to sell a lot of Consider the Meek CDs this way."

International distribution exchanges have been another avenue. Lee
has worked out deals with Asian Man Records (US) and Exutoire
Records (France) that will get Leek CDs distributed in the US and
Europe respectively. In exchange Leek will provide Taiwan distribution
for the Asian Man band Just a Fire and Exutoire's German
anarcho-punk band Dodelhaie. Lee explains that while it's good to get
Leek's music out to foreign audiences, his goal is to build up the
Taiwan scene, which is where he makes the majority of his sales. "We
signed King Lychee [a band from Hong Kong|, but we really want to
get more Taiwanese bands on the label We're chasing a few right now."

Explaining Leek's connections to so many big names in punk, Lee
said, "my advice to any band or label starting out is to avoid sending
demos to bigger labels when looking for a contract or distribution.
Call them and talk to the man in charge. Fat Mike returned my call
the other day and it blew me away. The next thing I know, I'm
getting an unreleased Goldfinger song and tons of footage for the DVD."

Leek's upcoming CD releases are as follows. Next month will see
the King Lychee release. Lee is also currently working on a sampler
called Severe Leckage, an international punk compilation featurin,
tracks from local bands Fire E.X (JH/K2R), Semi-Con (F2EfS), Fall
of this Corner (—ﬁ%ZW@, The Deported, and Consider the Meek, as
well several well-known foreign bands, such as Alkaline Trio,
Propaghandi, Strike Anywhere, Frenzal Rhomb, Fabulous Disaster and
the Dwarves. Later this summer Leek also plans to release a joint
compilation with the US based punk label Fat Records. Called
Lberatron, the compilation has already accepted songs from Anti-Flag,
Sum 41, NOFX and Consider the Meek.

As for future Leck sponsored concerts in Taiwan, Consider the
Meck, The Deported and Nipples will be playing at the Wall on July
3 for the "George Bush is a Big Dick" show. Should be a blast.

Andy OPBrien is the vocalist tor The Deported, a2 Taper punk band,




BY MARK WOLFE

WHAT DOES it mean to be "Taiwanese"? Is
Taiwan, as has been claimed by the Chinese
Nationalists (KMT) over the last 50 years, the
last and best repository of traditional Chinese
culture? Or is the "Chineseness" of those on
Taiwan simply an import from an alien
faction intent on subjugating the masses with
notions that are as foreign as would be high
tea in downtown Detroit, Michigan?

Why does the KMT still have such a
large following after over 50 years of
suppression of localism and subverting the
true nature of the Taiwanese with
authoritarian rule and occasional wanton acts
of brutality?

These are just some of the issues brought
up by Laurence Eyton — an associate editor
in chief at the Zzpes Zimes and a nearly
20-year resident of Taiwan — in his
collection of 20 essays originally published in
the Chinese-language newspaper the Zziran
Dady (GHEHW).

Eyton's central premise, and a theme that
pervades his entite book, is that the KMT
has not acted as a power coming to Taiwan
after losing the civil war with the Chinese
Communists in China to blend in with the
local population as wise and powerful
benefactors. Instead, it has been a ruthless
colonial dictatorial regime bent on replacing
the values of the Taiwanese with culture and
a social framework that is imposed from
above.

Eyton skewers many of the sacred
ideological cows of the Taiwanese along the
way. He points out that Retrocession Day —
the holiday celebrating the "return" of Taiwan
from the Japanese — is a fabrication:

Cultural Production [Literaturel

"The legacy of KMT colonialism"

Dissecting over 50 years of smoke and mirrors

"The KMT was given the job of
temporary administration of Taiwan pending a
settlement by treaty of the claims of the
[Second World] war. When such a settlement
happened, in the San Francisco Peace Treaty
in 1952, sovereignty over Taiwan was
officially surrendered by Japan but awarded to
nobody else. The question "who owns
Taiwan?" was never settled, and certainly not
in the Chiang Kai-shek regime's favor.

Retrocession Day, on October 25th, is
therefore a lie, a lie invented by the Chiang
regime to justify its rule."

Another cherished "truth" almost
universally believed by those on Taiwan is
that the island is a repository of true Chinese
culture (many point to the National Palace
Museum for support, as if a collection of
ancient scrolls and bronze urns — some of
which were "liberated" from private
collections on the mainland — equate to a
social consciousness of culture). Eyton
maintains that far from a repository of
cultural heritage, Taiwan suffers from "cultural
chauvinism." Ask a Taiwanese about his
cultural history and he will be able to tell
you far more about events 1,000 years ago in
China than about details of the 1979
Kaohsiung Incident or the White Terror in
Taiwan. This condition, says Eyton, stems
from the very root of a colonizing power,
and he backs up his claims with examples
from various seminal events in history —
shattering the myth held by so many that
what happens in Taiwan is unique in world
history because of its particular "Chinese
characteristics."

While not designed to support the former
opposition and now ruling Democratic
Progressive Party, the author, using personal
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Shattering the Myths -
Taiwanese identity and the

legacy of KMT colonialism
By Laurence Eyton

263 pages, English and Chinese,
NT$380

observations and well thought out and
reasoned argument, paints a rather bleak
picture of the KMT and its splinter faction
the People First Party.

Eyton, however, does find room to
admonish the Taiwanese for being ambivalent
to their own identity and questions the
independence camp's vision for the future.

On reading the book, those who find
themselves in agreement with Eyton's posits
will appreciate the authot's detailed and logical
analysis. It is the kind of book that you may
find yourself wanting others to read,
particularly those partial to the KMT, if only
to see how they react to some rather harsh
home truths.

Mark Wolte 7s a seator editor with the
Central News Agency m Taper
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Concerts and Events

%* %k Cat Power

Wed, Jun 9 at The Wall (;&/f%), B1, 200, Sec
4, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (JLTigEMigERSPYES200
5%B1), with TIN PAN ALLEY and other bands,
from 8pm, NTS$750 or NT$700 in advance (no
Leaf Festival tickets accepted)

Thu, Jun 10 at The Wall, with VARO, from
7pm, NT $750 or NT $700 in advance (Leaf
Festival tickets accepted)

Fri, Jun 11 at Nuno's (£3%), B1, 2, Alley 3,
Zhonggang Rd, Longjing Township, Taichung
County (75 HIRHE H 48 Hh AR I PR R B 357: 252 B1),
from 8pm, NT$600 or NTS$550 advance (Leaf
Festival tickets accepted)

Cat Power is the stage name of Chan Mar-
shall, a woman of the American south who's
indie rock is contemporary, feminist, and
in-your-face, but also endowed with the ev-
eryday madness youd expect to find in a
Tennessee Williams play. Singing and playing
guitar, she's known for intensely emotional
outbursts on stage, sort of like a Janis Joplin
for our era. Originally scheduled to play the
Leaf Festival with the Dirty Three in Taipei
and Banchiao earlier this year, she had to
cancel her trip due to various complications.
Those still holding tickets for the Leaf Festi-
val can use them for free admission Thurs-
day, June 10 in Taipei and Friday, June 11 in
Taichung, but NOT Wednesday, June 9 in Taipei.
% Matthew Lien

(AR B BT L)

Sat, Jun 12 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&5 & 445E)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2500 through ERA outlets
Matthew Lien is a new age composer and mu-
sician from Canada's Yukon Province. Though
he has no blood relations to Taiwan, he's had
unprecedented success in the local music
market since he began releasing albums in
the mid-1990s, playing huge concerts and
even garnering a 1999 nomination for a Gold-
en Melody Award in the category of best al-
bum. For this performance he will appear
with Hernan Constantino, and Hesly Hender-
son. Songs to be performed include: Moon Over
Crow Mountain, Whales, The Child Slips Away,
Liberation, Island Collage, Two Hundred Days,
Confluence, Flying Squirrel Creek, and Unicorn.
* Taipei Melody

At

Every Saturday Jun 5 to Jul 17, 3pm to 5pm
Zhongshan Hall Plaza (A% & #5), 98 Yen-
ping S Rd (JLifiZE7F L% 985%), or if it's rain-
ing, in the Gunglang Cafe (HLFEunwE) on the
building's first floor

Tickets: free

The Taipei Melody series brings 30 years of
pops and folk songs in two hour outdoor con-
certs, each paying homage to the music of
different famous singers.

Jun 5: Laing Hung-zhi (3254&

Jun 12: Lee Zong-sheng (%527%)

Jun 19: Hong Guang-da (#t>¢3#) and Ma
Zhao-jun (F§JEEZ)

Jun 26: Luo Da-you (% A1)

Jul 3: Su Lai (#£2K)

Jul 10: Tai Zhao (A[ZE)

Jul 17: Ye Jia-xiou (ZEE(Z)

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (dLi{-EFp4IYEE3454:1557:1555)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum. Thursdays: bop JAZZ bossa
by H.M.S. JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES
JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums.

Saturdays: 1-JU JAZZ QUARTET featuring spe-
cial guest musicians.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&Lt —#51015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge.

Tues to Thurs: jazz with female vocalist from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%. Fri
and Sat: jazz with female vocalist from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$550 + 10%. Sun-
days: Latin jazz and salsa dancing, minimum
charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Blue Note

(&)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(HEHTERS = B 715744)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (Bl Hefy —HZ), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Citizen Cain

(KB

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (& L5 EE67%55%)

Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays: Live
Jam, an open mic night for musical jams,
from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed

Sundays. No cover.

% The Living Room

(INEBEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Z L
TR RS SR8 3

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Tuesdays: Dana Wylie, a female
singer/songwriter performing her own music.
Thursdays: Showcase Jams, If you can play,
bring your instrument. If you can't, bring a
date. Thu, Jun 3: EL JAZZERA, a quartet
playing cool jazz, 9:30pm, no cover. Fri, Jun
4: RED 23, writes and performs their original
songs in English, Chinese, Japanese, and other
languages, mixing hard rock, pop rock, funk,
jazz, and blues, 9:30pm, NT$250. Sat, Jun 5
at 7:3pm and Sun, Jun 6 at 3:30pm and 7:
30pm: FIVE EXISTENTIAL COMEDIES BY DAVID
IVES, five short comic plays by New York
playwright David Ives, presented by The
Phoenix Theater, directed by Catherine Dia-
mond, reserve early, only 30 seats per show!
NT$300.

% % NTU Corridor Cafe
(GIEERIEAE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - & KEGESHETH
AE—1%)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee.

Mondays and Tuesdays: Film, 8:00pm. Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays:

Live music and theater group performance,
cover varies. Fri, Jun 4: Sherry -~ a Summer
Piano Fest (1. 2%:%r), XIE SHI-XIAN (G4 {H 1)
plays selections from Debussy, Beethoven,
Liszt, Chopin, and others, 8pm, NT$250. Sat,
Jun 5: KANG DE (EfEf#) & THE BUSY MIND,
3pm, no cover. ROCCO JAZZ BAND, fusion
jazz with a full stage of instruments, 8pm,
no cover. Sun, Jun 6: METAMORPHOSIS, fusion
jazz by one of Taiwan's best known jazz
bands, 8pm, no cover. Fri, Jun 11: CHIBIN
and KAIYA (E&#ELYIHE), a jazz duet of violin
and piano, 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Jun 12: DIA-
LOGUE, a duet of pianist TANG WAN-JUN (5
i ) and violinist ZHU YA-ZHEN (k1 Z2)
playing compositions from the Baroque to
20th century classical, 8pm, NT$250.

% Peshawar

(F1E )

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (¢ dbrfifilik g
804:345%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at
8:30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, Jun 5: CHARLIE CAKE, British
style rock'nroll, original creations with guitar
and vocal. Sat, Jun 12: FREE WILL (FIEEE).
% Riverside Music Cafe

(TEHE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(BACTTRE TS 382445 257B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thu, Jun 3: WORLD'S END
GIRLFRIEND & PIANA (see Concerts above),
NT$350. Fri, Jun 4: R.A.Y. BAND, rock, blues,
and ballads. Sat, Jun 5: MOJO, lively rock
with touches of rockabilly. Sun, Jun 6: YE
SHU-YIN (¥ERi14), folky guitar with some elec-
tronic sounds. Mon, Jun 7: Open Jam, 9pm,
free. Tue, Jun 8: HIDDEN ORDER ([&FfkFr) and
FUN & DOWN. Wed, Jun 9: XIAO-YING from
CLIPPERS (#&-1-/)NME) with LA LA (#i$#k) and
DJ TAI (DJ$k), another new direction? Thu,
Jun 10: ZHANG XUAN (3E%%). Fri, Jun 11: A
FUSION NIGHT, jazz. Sat, Jun 12: SU DA LU (#ffT
#%) and TIZZY BAC, two female-led rock groups.
Y Underworld

(L Er)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(]trififi A #455%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-

sion is NT$250.

Thurs, Jun 3: NO NAME and PROPHECY. Fri,
Jun 4: SA XIAO (§fz]\). Sat, Jun 5: GANGSTER
BAND (it %4f5) and CYNIC (K {#), hard-
core/metal. Thu, Jun 10: STARCHILD and SA
ER ({=)JL). Fri, Jun 11: SORCERER (Ji iZ:ifi)
and SEVEN. Fri, Jun 12: 88 BALAZ (88 %%
¥r), heavy acoustic indie rock, and THE DAY-
MAKERS, emo by expat twins from lIlan.

% The Wall

(EfE)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (b7 i s
¥200%B1)

Ph:(02)2930-0162

Web:www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT$50
less in advance, and the ticket price includes
one drink. Thursdays: Just | Cover, bands play
cover songs, NT$300 minimum.

Fri, Jun 4: ROCK PARTY: CHERRY, 8:30pm, no
cover. Sat, Jun 5: SCHLUMPY and MILK, two
Canadian jam bands from Taichung, 8:30pm,
NT$300. Wed, Jun 9: CAT POWER (see Con-
certs above) with TIN PAN ALLEY and other
bands, 8pm, NT$750 or NT$700 in advance
(no Leaf Festival tickets accepted). Thu, Jun
10: CAT POWER (see Concerts above) with VARO,
from 7pm, NTS$750 or NTS$700 in advance (Leaf
Festival tickets accepted).

% Witch House

(L)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(AL AL RS 3565 757)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250,
one drink included. Thurs, Jun 3: ZHANG JIE
(#E#H), a totally unforced female voice and
very theatrical guitar. Fri, Jun 4: XU
QING-YUAN AND FRIENDS (£:¥5 B A A AM): Xu
is a pure folk singer with a beautiful voice,
though now he works more as a producer and
appearances are relatively rare. Sat, Jun 5:
POINT22 (%522%%E]): mellow rock 'n roll from
Wade Davis, Stephoo, and the rest of the
band, a combination of old Dribdas funk and
a new direction, love songs. Thu, Jun 10: YE
SHU-YIN & 543 BAND (ZEfS9& 71 P4 — K 441%),
from double guitar folk singing to electronic
sounds, here Ye performs with ZHENG
JIE-REN, WANG JI-SAN, and ZHANG ZHEN-YA.
Fri, Jun 11: HU DE-FU (#3f&k): a folk singer
and aboriginal rights activist from Taitung's
Beinan tribe. Sat, Jun 12: NEON, rocking four
piece led by Malaysian singer Jun, a songwriter
with tendencies toward both pop and indie rock.

Dance Clubs

Y Bacchus
B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&dLiifAs:
#%225%B1.2.1)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thursdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl. Fri-
days and Saturdays, hip hop and dance music:
NT$500, drink incl.

Y Barrio
B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (& LTTEkibLrE S
—E27755B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Tuesday:
swing dancing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednes-
days: CubaRican Soul, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm. Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you
can drink, men NT$500, women NT$200. Fri-
day: Samba Night, a samba Brazilian party,
NT $500. Saturdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm, late night hip hop,
cover NT$500. Closed Mondays.

% Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St, Hsimenting,
Taipei (FALTHPEMIHT S B 72555F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A Hsimenting club that's taken over where
TeXound left off. House, techno, and trance
for a raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays. Lo-
cated in the Hsi Wu Building (74 K4 )across
from the Lai Lai Department Store. Sunday
and Tuesday to Thursday: lounge nights, all
you can drink beer, NT$350 for men, NT$200
for women. Fridays and Saturdays: club
nights, open until 7am, NT$500, NT$350 B4
midnight.

% Club Face

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei
LT RS = 21795 T — )

Capacity: 1000

Shut down at the beginning of the year, Tex-
ound lives again, now as Club Face.

% Eden

11F, No 98, Sec 4, Chungsiao E Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Sat, Jun 5: The first of its Deep Inside, a se-
ries of free parties focusing on new sounds in
deep house and tech house, a variety of mu

sic different from other major clubs, free entry.
% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (Z]Lii4:
ILIFERS — BT R2RE)

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Saturdays:
the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor lounge are
open until 4am, NT$250.

% % LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei

(AT 2 S U B 20157 FiA%)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's downtown mega-club, playing hip hop,
R&B and mainstream mixes in the Galleria
main ballroom, trance, house and progressive
in the Lotus room, and other forms depending
on which special guest is in town. No sandals
or flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies
get in free. Thursdays: Release Night, NT$500
or half price with college student ID, drink
incl. Fridays and Saturdays: free B4 10pm,
NT$400 from 10-11pm, NT$700 after. Fri, Jun
4: progressive house with world#11 DJ JAMES
ZABIELA (UK), 21-year-old Renaissance resi-
dent, NT$400 B4 11pm, NTS$700 after. Sat,
Jun 5: DJ CAM, France's avant-garde hip
hop/jazz fusion DJ, reputed to be abstract,
intelligent, and experimental, NT $400 B4
11pm, NTS$700 after. Fri, Jun 11: Hong Kong's
#1 DJ JOEL LAl joins SL and SAUCEY for lat-
est installment of Citrus, NT$400 b4 11pm,
NT$700 after.

% % Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&bl %
31057 AEEHEH]E)

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004, It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a booming
sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise,
Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK. Music
tends towards house and trance in the main
room with an upstairs area for hip hop. Dress
code: comfortable and cool. Wednesdays:
Ladies Night, NT$400, or NT$200 B4 11pm.
Thu: Smoove HipHop Night, NT$350, or free
B4 11pm. Fridays and Saturdays: Residents
Party, NT$600, or NT$350 B4 11pm. Cab fare
up to NT$250 is deductible on entry. Sat, Jun
5: Trance Nation ASIA Tour presents JOHN
ASKEW. NT$800 or NT$350 B4 11pm. Fri, Jun
11: Bedrock Asia Tour feat MEAT KATIE (UK),
a world renown champ of breakbeat. NT$800 or
NT$350 B4 11pm.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(&dbifi/\fHi54E:13857121)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy, break
dance, and American hip hop. Sunday through
Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays,
women free, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (50T /\fEl54E 13857 1244)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the o-
verseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies' Night.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (HdbHiFg ol B %
TYEE182571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin
progressive, breakbeat, and tech house until
7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night,
females free, males NT$350. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: Disco Nights, NT$350 before midnight,
NTS$500 after. Closed other nights. Fri, Jun 4:
TopLess Gay Night (X [ |2¢.27), NTS$500,
NT$400 in advance, NT$300 if topless,
NT$1000 for women.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - &ILHiMASE185%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

*Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BAbT<E 2 21855B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are 9pm
to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and Satur-
days: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe
B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BAETi I LFEEE 16215557B2)




Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing

from 1am to 7am on weekends where anything
could happen. This late night (and often last)
stop on the party express offers music that's a
bit dancier than at its sister club (Roxy 99),
but always including some rock. Open Fridays,
Saturday and holidays only:

NT$300. No entry without ID.

% % The Source

1 Roosevelt Road Section 1, Taipei

Ph: (02) 3393-1678.

A gay/straight bar with a bar on the first lev-
el, dance floor in the second level and lounge
area on the third level. Fridays: DanceNation,
featuring resident spinner MasterBeat playing
pop, tribal, house and Latin music until 5am.

%* %k Stage

B1, 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (5dbififAT%2255%B1)

Ph: 8786-1590

A new club from the folks at Whisky (which
was recently forced to close). A designy, funky
lounge/club, open daily from épm. Fri, Jun 4:
Summer Breeze grand opening party with a lo-
cal all stars DJ lineup of Edmund, @llen, Elvis
T, and Saucey as well as a special collabora-
tion set of DJ Nina + British vocalist Eleanor,
NT$350.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (
PEHRPR—B9157B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night randomness,
the crowd is now mostly students. Music is still
has rock mixes though strays into house, hip
hop and occasionally drum 'n bass. Thursdays:
free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women free, men
NT $300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink included.
Sundays: NT$200, drink included.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&b
TR B — FE249557B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

Classical

% Chinese Pipe Joint Concert
Fri, Jun 4 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%7 &448E)

Tickets: NT$250 to 1000

Music by Chinese flute and other traditional
woodwinds.

% The Summer Illusion

Sat, Jun 5 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%75 4405E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

The Evergreen Symphony Orchestra performs a
program for summer, including Dukas' La Peri
Overture, Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 6,

R

Barber-Knoxville's Summer of 1915, and Folk
Songs.
% % Victor Pikayzen Plays
Bach

Sat, Jun 5 and Sun, Jun 6 at 7:30pm

National Recital Hall ([#]5¢ 52<55)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&HdbiLFEGEE
21,215%) - on the north

side of the plaza

Tickets: NT$500

Russian violinist Victor Pikayzen, a professor e-
meritus at Anakara State Conservatory, is one
of the world's most sought after violin

soloists. On this visit to Taipei he will perform
the entire selection of Bach's works for the vi-
olin in two concerts. Each night, he will play
three of Bach's six solo sonatas and

partitas for violin.

% Beethoven's Missa in C

Sun, Jun 6 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%7 &44EE)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

The Taipei Philharmonic Chorus performs choral
works by Beethoven:

Fantasia in C minor for piano, chorus, and
orchestra, Op. 80, and Choral Fantasy Missa in
C major.

% % Victor

Bach - Part 2
Fri, Jun 11 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall (5% 5%48E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

In this segment, Pikayzen is accompanied by
the Academy of Taiwan Strings in an
interpretation of all three of Bach's extant
violin concertos. Then he is joined by
Taiwanese violinists Lin  Hui-chen and Li
Chao-hsu for the Concerto for Three Violins in
D Major. All pieces highlight solo performance
and technical skill.

-1

% Taiwan vs. Eastern Europe

Film Fest

Apr 24 to Jun 16

Spot - Taipei Film House, (J¢%i# L% ¥ 6H),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLiH Lk
% B 1855%)

Pikayzen Plays

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Web: www.spot.org.tw

The SPOT's latest film series pits 29 films from
eastern Europe against 8 from Taiwan in some-
thing of a celebration of independent and small
market cinema. These films will play in a re-
volving schedule for almost two months, and
most have English subtitles. Free booklets avail-
able at SPOT and other locations offer film de-
scriptions in English, as well as subtitle infor-
mation. The Taiwanese films are by the island's
most famed art house directors, basically the
ones that brought Taiwan to international
prominence during the last decade or so
through participation in European film festivals.
There films are by Hou Hsiao-hsien (City of
Sadness , Good Man, Good Woman, and The
Puppetmaster), three by Edward Yang (including
the prize winning A One and a Two), Wan
Ren's Super Citizen Ko, and Wu Nien-chen's A
Borrowed Life. The eastern European films
include both recent works and films from the
mid-1960s. They come from Poland, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, the Czech Republic, and Georgia.
Directors include Krzystof Keislowski (of the
Red, White, and Blue series), surrealist Jan
Svankmajer, Czech new wave filmmaker Jan
Nemec, Oscar for best foreign film winner Ist-
van Szabo (Mephisto), Ferenc Kosa, Miklos
Jancso, Petr Vaclav, Jan Hrebejk, Petr Zelenka,
Andrea Sedlackova, Jerzy Skolimowski, Krystof
Zanussi, Arpad Sopsits, Emir Kursturica, and
Julie Bertuccelli. Tickets cost NT$180.

[] Stag

% Carmen Passion Flamenco
Thurs, Jun 3 to Sat Jun 5 at 7:30pm and Jun
5 at 2:30pm

National Theatre (EZ2EkEz)
21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (
21,215%) - on the south

side of the plaza

Tickets: NT$400 to 2500

The Compania Maria Serrano interprets Carmen
through Flamenco dance.

% Peau d'ame

Fri, Jun 4 to Sat, Jun 5 at 7:30pm, and Sun,
Jun 6 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(EFBRIS15Y)

Tickets: NT$300

In an ambiguous space where walls and mirrors
are carrying people into illusion, six dancers e-
merge from the darkness of human origins, e-
volving to a social system dominated by exteri-
or signs and appearance. Three of the dancers
are blind and three have normal eyesight. They
face each other in a maze of changing shapes
and sounds. Directed by Emilie Hernandez.

% % 18 Springs

Wed, Jun 9 to Sun Jun 5 at 7:30pm and Jun
13 at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([&52)8kE52)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbirpLFE s
21,21%%) - on the south

side of the plaza

Tickets: NT$500 to 1800

18 Springs is a multi-media music drama based
on a story by one of the foremost women Chi-
nese novelists of the 1930s, Eileen Chang. It is
a tale of two lovers. The man storms off one
wintry morning, and does not return for ten
years, at which point the woman hears herself
saying "We can never go back.”" The show sold
out ten shows in Hong Kong last November.
*In Search of Eileen Chang
Thu, Jun 10 to Sat, Jun 12 at 7:30pm, and
Jun 12, 13 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(E5aE1%)

Tickets: NT$400

A production by the Taipei Crossover Dance

AL

Company involving two pieces and three
dancers. Both dances are inspired by Eileen
Chang, a leading Chinese woman novelist of
the 1930s.

* Taipei Eye

(ZALEEM)

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm, May 21 to Jun 12
Taiwan Cement Hall (& /KyE1-#EE), 113, Sec
2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei(&dbirpilidbig — B
1135%)

Ph: (02) 2568-2677

Tickets: NT$880.

A special performance venue created to intro-
duce classical Chinese performance to visitors.
The current program includes Rhythm of Chi-
nese Gymnastics and a choice Beijing Opera of
the season.

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

(FALE AR

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (#dbifi103 K[A &
LV 3955)

New pubs

for summer

BY WINOPETE

LOTS OF new watering holes appearing
around town. Reviews of some below.

@BACCHUS WINE BAR SOFT
OPENING THIS FRIDAY: Bacchus
Wine Bar will hold a soft opening party this Friday, June 4, with
some free drinks (house wine, Taiwan beer, Heineken and Warsteiner
draught) and snacks from 6 to 9pm. All wine lovers invited.
Bacchus' owner and manager is Norm Tang, who has many years'
bartender experience working in bars and dance clubs around town.
There are still some decor and color scheme issues to be finalized,
but all the wine will be there on Friday. Winopete was asked to
assist in choosing the extensive wine selection, so if you're missing
your favorite wine, blame me and let Norm know. More details
followin ving over the next few weeks. Address: 176 Hsing An St (5L
THELZAET1765%), a few doors west of G'day Cafe.
@TAIPEI SPORTS BAR: Opened just under two months ago,
Taipei Sports Bar is a very welcome "normal," non-lounge bar off
An Ho Rd Sec 2 between Carnegie's and Hsinyi Rd, very close to
the Wellcome supermarket. TS Bar provides a comfortable setting
with datk colors, somewhat similar to Malibu East, with pool table,
friendly staff, plus some log cabin and homely brickwork decoration
above the bar. Bottled beers are NT$150 to 180; wine by the glass
NT$200 to 250; gin NT$150 to 200; Scotch from NT$200; soft
drinks mostly NT$100. Happy Hour is 6 to 8pm, Monday to Friday,
with all drinks NT$50 off the normal price. A food menu with an
extensive appetizer selection is also available. All prices are plus 10%
service charge. For a place that calls itself a "sports bat," sporting
only one largish TV screen is rather dismal. That aside, this is a
decent new watering hole. Address: 61, Lane 81, Sec 2, Tunhua S
Rd (Bt st fbr s d61 5.
@SCOOZI: Up in the northern waste land of Tienmu, Andre
Joulian (ex The Ritz-Landis hotel) has opened a competitively priced
Italian restaurant with decent drink prices to match. House wine NT
$150/¢glass (French or Chilean); bottled beers mostly N'T$100;
Beefeater gin NT$120;Johnnie Walker Red Label NT$120; house
vodka NT$120; soft drinks NT$90 to 140 and a party pitcher of
sangria. NT$850 (the sangtria is nice but not as nice as thatl). The
food menu focuses on pizza and pasta, all apparently very good
based on the comments I've heard so far. Out the back there are
four tables that remind me of a bottom-of-the-barrell beer garden in
Brunswick, but this is still a nice feature for toxic Taipei. Culture
vultures will appreciate the fine display of Robert Egan's water
colors and oil paintings adorning the walls. These paintings display
Robert's distinctive neo-impressionist, Taiwan trippist style. Address:
762, Sec 6, Chungshan N Rd (HJLri I LALES/SEE76255%), several
doors south of the Taipei American School.
@DAN RYAN'S DUMPS CUSTOMERS: Dan Ryan's apparently
places its Hollywood aspirations higher on the priority list than
caring about customers or improving its clip-art cooking. One
weekday afternoon last week, Winopete and a group of other
long-term expats and regular Dan Ryan's customers were happily
imbibing away, when suddenly an uncouth camera crew descended
on us, while shining very bright movie camera lights at us through
the windows from outside. After receiving very limp-wristed apologies
from Dan's junior management, they then suggested we leave. So we
did - to the accommodating Shannon next door, who had only a
few days eatlier insisted that a visiting camera crew do their stuff in
the wee hours of the morning so as not to disturb normal business.
As Dan Ryan's wishes to give preference to film crews ahead of
patrons, I simply recommend that diners wishing to receive even a
modicum of polite treatment should shun this rat hole of a
restaurant and go anywhere else.
ONOT THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY PARTY II: JUNE 5TH AT
CARNEGIE'S: Paying lip service to Queen Elizabeth's birthday
holiday this weekend, Carnegie's will hold a party for the second
consecutive year. From 7 to 9pm this Saturday, there'll be free
Boddingtons and Abbot's ale, thereafter NT$100 a pop. House gin
(Bombay) and Scotch also NT$100 all night long Jolly good show, I say.
@THE ENLARGED TAVERN: The Tavern has relocated 50m
down the lane to much larger premises on Hsinyi Road. The new
aircraft hangar-like premises are so enormous that it'll be interesting
to see if the Tavern's former regulars can adapt to the new,
cavernous venue. All the TV screens etc. will be moved to the new
place, while the old one gets moth-balled.

HAPPY DRINKING!!

Send your pub news (o winopete@hotmal.com




Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

DIGITAL SUBLIME: NEW MASTERS OF THE UNI-
VERSE: a large themed exhibition in which
artists become the creators of a new digital
universe. It is curated by Korea's Wonil Rhee,
who brings together a group of international
artists and performers such as Atsuhiro Ito
(Japan), Golan Levin (UK), InsertSilence &
Bjork (USA), Joseph Nechvatal (USA), Know-
botic Research (Germany), Lin Jun-ting (Tai-
wan), Mathieu Briand (France) and Wang
Fu-jui (Taiwan). Through Aug 8.

ERSILIA: A SOLO SHOW BY ANTHONY LU-
ENSMAN: An angelic harp, joy-stick controlled
thunderclouds, a plague of insects, a hissing
of snakes combine to turn his idyllic Eden in-
to something more dreadful. Through Jun 30.
*National Museum of History
(B LR S )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&ALiiFETFEE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

GENERAL HISTORY OF CHINESE CULTURAL AR-
TIFACTS: art and artifacts

ranging from the Neolithic Age and early dy-
nasties like the Xia, Shang, and Zhou up to
the 20th century Republican Period. Permanent.
AN EXHIBITION OF T 'ANG TRI-COLOUR AND
PAINTED POTTERY: vessels and ceramic fig-
ures in the emblematic orange, blue, and
green glazing style of the Tang Dynasty. Per-
manent.

THE EXHIBITION OF PAPERS (fft [-25 /28 —#LaR
Ji£): a historical exhibition about paper and
papermaking as it existed in Chinese history.
Through Jun 6.

PAINTINGS OF MOUNT HUANG BY WANG
YOU-CHUN: traditional landscape paintings by
Wang, a professor at National Taiwan Normal
University. Through Jun 6.

Y % National Palace Museum
(B = k)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbifit-#k
TG R B 2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books. From Apr 1, 2004,
some galleries in the museums east wing will
be closed as part of an ongoing renovation pro-
ject.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION OF
ASIAN BRONZE SCULPTURES SELECTED FROM

MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION.
massed a collection of 322 objects, most of
them gilt bronze Buddhist sculptures. Those
on display here range from the 11th century
BC to the modern era, coming from India,
southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan.
PAINTINGS AND CALLIGRAPHY DONATED TO
THE NATIONAL PALACE MUSEUM: Through Jun 25.
UNDER THE BRUSH OF THE EMPEROR: PALACE
MEMORIALS FROM THE CHING COURT. Through
Jun 30.

A CENTURY OF GERMAN GENIUS: MASTER-
PIECES FROM CLASSICISM TO EARLY MOD-
ERNISM will include works loaned from six of
Germany's major arts institutions, all of them
under the auspices of the Prussian Cultural
Foundation in Berlin. Almost 200 works have
been chosen. Dating from 1775 to 1925, the
pieces cover the periods of Classicism, His-
toricism, Art Nouveau, and early Modernism.
In addition to drawings and oil paintings fa-
miliar to many, there are also furnishings, ce-
ramics, glassware, and metal ware-Berlin cast
iron decorative objects being particularly re-
fined. According to Berlin, this is the first
time that German objects are traveling to A-
sia for exhibit. Many masterpieces of German
art will be represented, including Bauhaus
with its influence on modern industrial design
and the works of such pioneers of abstract
painting as Wassily Kandinsky and Paul Klee.
Through Aug 1.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BAETTILEAGAR)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (Jtifitfl
JLig =B 1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY ~ AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on
the theme of people and their surroundings.
The exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performance. As a piece of art
speaks to each viewer it hopes to stir curiosi-
ty about each persons life and their relation-
ship to their surroundings. Through Sep 26.
RING ON THE BULL'S NOSE - SOLO EXHIBITION
BY ABUGY: More than 20 oil paintings by the
contemporary artist Chan Hsien-kun, who goes
by the name Abugy. He was the winner of
the Third Liao Chi-chun Oil Painting Award.
These works float between the concrete and
the abstract, exploring Buddha's 'middle way
of reality’ philosophy. Through Jul 11.
CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE ART IN THE ERA
OF CONTENTION: a joint exhibition of the
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art of Cornell
University and TFAM, chiefly displaying the

Peng a-
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works of 32 Taiwanese modern artists of the
period following the end of martial law in
1987. The focus is new forms of artistic ex-
pression, displaying the view of artists to-
wards themselves and “local” culture in that
climate of internationalization and political
and economic change. Through Aug 15.

IN MY LITTLE WHITE ROOM - SOLO EXHIBI-
TION BY LIN CHIA-CHEN. Through Jun 6.
MOLDING THE MIND'S EYE - SOLO EXHIBITION
BY HUANG LAN-YA: soft, organic sculptural
forms installed as a surrealistic (or cartoon-
ish) garden. Through Jun 6.

IL DESIGN IN ITALIA - LA COLLEZIONE DEL DE-
SIGN ITALIANO DELLA TRIENNALLE DI MILANO:
a spectrum of Italian design from 1945 to
2000, featuring representative works from dif-
ferent periods by famous designers.

Objects on display include typewriters, televi-
sion sets, furniture, and articles of daily use.
Through Jul 18.

THE FINE ARTS OF THE 1980S IN TAIWAN: art
from the decade that saw an end of the
martial law era in 1988. Through Aug 1.

Galleries

%German Culture Center Taipei
12F, 20, Sec 1, Hoping W Rd (&dLiFI7RvE RS
—E¥2057124)

Ph: (02) 2365-7294

THE ART OF VICTOR SHTEINBERG: Shteinberg,
a long-time Taiwan resident who has done
commercial artwork as a jewelry designer,
here exhibits sculpture and paintings. Through
Jun 11.

% Huashan

(AL EE)

1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd, Taipei (&b \fiEkg—E15%)
HUMAN MIND IN THE ENVIRONMENT VS ENVI-
RONMENT IN THE HUMAN MIND - 27 kinds of
expression for contemporary wood sculpture
in Sanyi: Fruit Wine Bldg, through Jun 20.
DIY workshops: Jun 6 from 10am to 12pm for
children, 2 to 4pm for adults; Jun 13 from
10am to 12pm for children, 2 to 4pm for
adults. Seminar: The Development of Wood
Sculpture in Sanyi," Jun 12 from 2 to 4pm.

A THOUGHT - SOLO EXHIBTION OF LI JIYONG:
Fruit Wine Bldg, Jun 14 to 28.

*IT Park Art Gallery

()

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLrifftmE4055%2-314)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

LAl CHI MAN SOLO EXHIBITION: an installation
of sculpture and drawing.Through Jun 19.

Y Mo!relax Cafe

20, Lane 60, Taishun St (&LiZs/lEfE6015205%)
Ph: (02) 2367-7714

Open: 2pm to 2am, closed Tuesdays

PERSPECTIVES: PHOTOS BY MAITLAND: “Every-

one views the world differently, these photos

show how | have seen Taiwan."- Maitland is a

visiting photographer from the US who's been

living Taiwan for the past year. Through Jun

20.

%% The River

18 Datong Rd, Chungli (3117 K[ 18%55%)

Ph: (03) 427-9816

YOUTH IN ASIA: a group of street spray can

artists from Taiwan and Canada combine for

a graffiti installation in Chungli's most popular

expat watering hole. Artists include DBSK1,

Omen, Curly, Fhai One, and Citystalker.

Through Jun 21.

* Taipei Artist Village

7 Beiping E Rd, Taipei (HALHIALTHREL75E)

Ph: (02) 3393-7377

AESTHETICS OF MIGRATION: a joint exhibition

by current artists-in-residence includes oils

and weaving by Stephen Eastuagh, pottery by

Zhou Pang-ling, and light installations by Yang

Chun-sen.

* TIVAC

(GBI 0)

1F 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (1045L
TEEETE45 82955 144)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

REFLECTIONS OF NAN FANG AO: A solo exhibi-

tion of black and white documentary style

photographs by Shen Chao-liang. Shen shows

life in an east coast fishing harbor in grainy,

high contrast prints. He also uses a wide lens

to bring the images even closer to their sub-

jects - men and fish in a modern, mutual de-

pendency. Through Jun 10

Y Bar waitress needed
Bobwundaye, a bar near the Liuchangli (7573E
Z!) MRT station, is looking

for a waitress to work evenings and nights.
Must be friendly and speak

some English. Call Cathy: (02) 2377-1772.

% Hand grenades! Cheap!

POTS accepts writing about pretty much any-
thing related to Taiwan, as long as it's true.
We are also open to underrepresented points
of view, especially those of women, Filipinos,
foreign laborers, Taiwan's indigenous peoples,
etc. Please do not send large attachments. E-
mail your stuff to: davidfrazier@lihpao.com.

Taipei's hest music info, free in more than 120 locations, like:

All Eslite Book Store locations, all FNAC department stores, all Seattle Coffee locations,Riverside Cafe,B1, 2, Lane 244,
Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd (Z Hf#& i = E£244#2%7B1), Tungnanya Movie Theater, 3, Lane 136, Roosevelte Rd (7 {5 2% U &
136&:3%%), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1, Hoping W Rd (#1F P &1 £ 50%%), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd (1t R EE75%),
Seattle Coffee, 1F, 23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (2 Z P& —E£23%%142), Museum of Contemporary Art, 39 Changan W Rd
(RZ M %39%5%), New York Bagels, 28 Yitung St ({#1@#728%%), Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd (H 1L
b =E£181%%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (#1112 —EZ18%%), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,
Sungchiang Rd (#A5T#&97#:95%14%), Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 39, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({8 BL 55 B — 2395k 748),

G’ day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (£

% {51180%%), The Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5, Nanjing W Rd (F
Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St (ZRIE#40E&235%), Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (Afik#§455%7B1), Grandma Nitti’

R A E8NR3E),

s, 8,

Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Efik #93#8%%), Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng St (SR 67%%), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang St (32 & #11235%),
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd (Z#1#& _f114-116%%), Mono Mono, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, Anho Rd

(L FNEE—EE 1278295 175%) Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (i, #8#%10%%), Carnegie’ s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Rd (&0 _E&
100%%), The Shannon, 6 Tunhua N Rd (B4t it #&6%%), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd (8 &1t % 1665%)
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