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HE TAIWAN International Animation

Festival begins Friday and runs through

May 16 with a program that's good
enough to preempt another festival that's
currently in the middle of its run at Taipei's
main art house theater, Spot. Unfortunately,
nine days is a short run to catch the fest's
35 different programs of some of the best
recent animation from all over the world.

Highlights include five feature length films,
most of them already critically acclaimed in
major markets (and organizers say tickets for
these are going fast). There's Kon Satoshi's
Zokyo Godfathers, a holiday teatjerker and a
remake of the 1948 John Ford Western
Three Godfathers. There's Zhe Trplers of
Lelleville, an almost wordless anime by
erstwhile comic writer Sylvain Chomet,
pitting a kidnapped cyclist and his mom
against the mafia. There's Taiwan director
Tsai Ming-qin's GEIHIR) Zeon and joci a
Disney-like adaptation of a classic Chinese
love story.

The recommendation from our film
reporter Nikita Wu is the first program in a
section featuring international film schools. It
includes shorts from France's Gobelin's
L'ecole de limage and the School of
Animation at Beijing Film Academy. But
that's just the tip of the iceberg.

Screenings take place at Spot OGE&EIL
TEFCEH) 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
AR ILALES —B% 18 5%) and the President
Theater (%%}EEJ@B;—E) at 59, Sec 1, Chunghua
Rd AbTHHEERR—EE 59 59%). -Duridd Frazier

Germany's masterpieces

Western art education in Taiwan has
meant an unfortunate fetish for the French
Impressionists and Van Gogh, whose
paintings I like to think of as the training
wheels of art appreciation. Fortunately it
looks like the museum program is now on to
the next stage, as the latest museum exchange
exhibition, A Century of German Genius:
Masterpieces from Classicism to Eartly
Modernism, brings a healthy catalogue of
dark, imperial, and relatively unsung German
masterpieces from the last 200 years. The
show opened at the National Palace Museum

A sfill from Taisik Yang's anime film Ro-Men, part of the Taipei International Animation Festival, which runs from uy 7 to 16.

Anime! Anime! Anime!

last Saturday (May 1), and runs through
August 1.

"The works might be a little unfamiliar to
local viewers, but we hope to educate people
through exchanges like this," said Ms. Liu of
the museum's information section.

The show includes 110 paintings and 83
art objects from six museums in Berlin. Many
of the works were in East Germany for most
of the second half of the twentieth century,
and hardly accessible for study by western
scholars. As a result, they're generally not as
famous as the great art in museums in Paris,
Madrid, Rome, and New York, which
furnished most of the examples for the art
anthology I used in college.

The historical and art historical importance
of the collection, however, leaves little
question. The show begins around the
beginning of the 19th century with portraits
and statuettes of great figures — King
Frederick William IV of Prussia, Goethe, and
Otto von Bismark — thus plotting the
transformation from a collection of kingdoms
to the unified consciousness of modern
nation-state, which Germany formally achieved
in 1871.

The list of legitimately great works
includes at least one large oil by Caspar
David Freidrich, Woman at the Window
(1822). Freidrich was a romantic, who was
not so much enamored with the Orient, as
were the French and British, but instead in
total awe of nature in its full force and
beauty. The works I'm most eager to see,
however, come from the German
expressionist period of the early 20th century.
Paintings and woodcuts by Wassily Kandinsky,
Ludwig Kirchner, and Lovis Corinth show
that while southern Europe was breaking
apart reality into analytic cubes and
celebratory splashes of color, the same could
also be done with sharp angles and ominous
broken forms. The latest pieces are from the
Bauhaus, the influential school for architecture
and design. Potentially interesting here is the
design relationship between the Bauhaus' high
modernity and Germany's wares from the
previous century, also on display.

As this is a special exhibition, tickets are

2 HJ3085%
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not included with regular museum admission
and cost NT$150. The National Palace
Museum (ﬁﬁﬁET%ﬁ‘?%B%) is located at 221,
Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (GALTHEAREZE
EPKTER 221 5%). -OF

Golden Schmelodies

I can't say that we here at POTS really
like the Golden Melody Awards or the music
they stand for. Yet we nevertheless recognize
that it's important to monitor them, as they're
the best indicator of the music pumped down
the throat of the Chinese world, which
increasingly includes China itself.

This Saturday night (May 8) the awards
celebrate their 15th year and take place in
Taipei at the Sun Yat Sen Memorial. The
ceremony is invite only, with even the press
sealed off from the main hall and in its own
area. But you can still join the thousands of
mostly teenage fans who will camp out all
day for a chance to see their idols walking

Anyway, here's the score card, in case
you're curious. Undetlining Taiwan's place as
the regional engine of mandopop, Best
Female Vocalist (Mandarin) nominees include
three from Malaysia, Tanya Tsai (ZX{ETE),
Jasmine Leong (FW#ZM), and Penny Tai (8
Ji#JE), one from Hong Kong, Faye Wang (F
JE), and one from here, Jolin Tsai (ZXIKHA).
Best Male Vocalist (Mandarin) nominees
include four from Taiwan (though these first
two are ABC-ish) David Tao (P75 ),
Leechom Wang (FJI72), Jay Chou (FZ),
and Sky Wu ({HEH), and one from Hong
Kong, Fason Chan (FZZiH).

An award we potentially care more about,
Best Band, has progressed to include three
real bands Tizzy Bac, Back Quarter (PY4374r),
and Bobin and the Mantra ((EZ:%?%’?%E]), one
formerly real band that has gone unforgivably
pop, May Day (7L HX), and one purely pop
rock group, Shin ({F%4[E]). Both Tizzy Bac
and Back Quarter are performing Friday night
(May 7) on the same stage at The Wall in
something of an indie rockers' warm-up for
the awards. Tickets for that cost NT$350 and
The Wall is at B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd
At R TR BE U 200 5% B1).-DF
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Always coming home

Biung the Rock Star plays a Taitung fish festival

BY SCOTT EZELL

FISH festival in a cement tiled plaza
A downtown Taitung. I hadn't seen Biung

for two years, but when I got there at
7:30pm to see his gig, canned music blared
beneath pink neon lights and a sashimi
contest was underway. Skinny men with fat
ties were wolfing raw meat, embarrassing their
wives, and delighting their children. I
wandered away and drank a cup of coffee at
a shop where sullen counter girls spent 15
minutes trying to make the espresso machine
spurt, until finally a middle-management
humpty-dumpty rolled in wearing a
sweat-stained undershirt and navy blue
trousers. He handled the nozzle like a pro. I
wondered what there is to do in Taitung on
a Friday night and the answer was nothing,
so I wandered back to the show.

It was a vatiety show of sad and broken
flesh. Matrons in bumblebee corsets danced
the fandango, little girls with microphones
strapped to their teeth recited speeches,
someone played a song on a kazoo, and the
MC made tired jokes about farting and his
own corpulence. The jokes tried to limp away
unnoticed, but the crowd ran them down and
beat them to a bloody pulp with their dull,
distracted cachinnation.

I saw a brass-haired singer from Biung's
band sitting on a concrete wall drinking beer.
He was wearing a rugby shirt, about as wide
as a steer, teeth stained red with betel nut.

What're you doing here, I asked him.
Nothing, he said, just whacking the bongos
with Biung. He gave me a bean, a pinch of
fiber 'tween my check and gum. I spat the
juice in the soil of a potted palm.

I played blues harp on Biung's second
album, but I hadn't seen him in two yeats.
He had shown up in Taipei as a skinny kid
trying to get attention with a new CD and
by playing pubs and festivals. He and I
played consecutively at the Fulong beach
Hohaiyan concert in 2000, where he did the
longest sound check I've ever seen, checking
and rechecking the levels of four backup
vocalists and his guitar. His band incorporated
a Bunong "eight-step" harmony, music that is
unique among Taiwan's tribes. The whole
group was decked out in bright abo threads.

Biung had a jittery enthusiasm when he
talked to people that made some shy away-1
once saw him jump up and hug guitarist
Dong Yun-chang, who pushed him away and
ran. It may have been the first time Dong
had ever been hugged-but on stage that came
across as passion and openness, reaching out
to bring the audience into his songs.

His first album did well, his shows grew
more popular, and by the time his second
album came out he had a following. But his
band still always called around to borrow
guitars every time they had a gig. His second
album was produced with studio players,
some MIDI computer music, and was
professionally arranged. But it listed only
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vaguely into mainstream pop. That album
won a golden melody award and sealed his
careet.

I sat waiting at the back edge of the
crowd on a plastic stool, with a lurid purple
light show spiraling the stage. A washed up
Liberace in a checkered beret and fuzzy pink
stole crooned Spanish madrigals and pranced
about. He was a relic from an age of cabaret
saturnalia and put on one hell of a show. I
would have appreciated it even more if I
were 63 and gay in Rio de Janero.

I had given up hope of seeing my old
friend when the MC announced the "song
king" was ready to play. Biung walked out
with his guitar, and the crowd let out a
squeal of collective orgasm. Wearing a knit
cap and the plain t-shirt of fashion disregard
that only stars and bums can afford, he
walked slowly, hunched over a little, but still
managing a bit of strut. The girls screamed.
You're too far away, he cooed, his hips
shivering. They ran to press themselves
against the stage.

I once asked the wood sculptor E-ki if it
was hard to come home again after he'd
worked in Taipei for years. What's hard about
it, he said looking out across the sea, I
always know this is home, that can never
change. I know I was born here and 1 know
Il die here. Who cares where you wander in
between.

Biung is from Hong-ye, half an hour
north of Taitung City along the valley road.



His albums are everywhere in villages along
the coast and up the central rift valley.
Aboriginal dance groups from all tribes
practice and perform to his songs. He's got a
TV show. All the kids can play his songs on
the guitar, and when they talk about him,
they use the words "idol," "star."

He hunch-strutted to the center of the
stage and the girls all hollered hello, and he
plugged in his guitar. Here's a new song
from my new album, he said. What's the
matter? You all didn't bring your hands? Put
'em together for me so I feel like I've come
home, will you? They didn't clap but
screamed. A scratchy beat started up from
some canned music he'd brought, a music
bed without the vocals. A flock of hip
slashing guitars cut in, and Biung strummed
his acoustic over them. His sidekick guitarist
I remembered as shy and humble had a mop
of pink hair and the cultivated aloofness of a
guitar hero. He grinned and strummed along
like a manikin. The sound system was
terrible, Biung's voice too low in the mix
(though it still came through), and the rugby
shirted walrus whaled away at the bongos,
the sound like wooden dildos slapping the
hull of a ship. Biung shook his ass and
raised his hands from his six-string to clap
above his head. And the crowd followed.
Then he played a couple of songs from his
second album and invited members of the
audience up on stage to sing. They knew all
the words, and the crowd stood up and
danced. I got a new TV show and a new
album all coming out, he said. Come on
babies, give it up a little for a neighbor. You
all know it's not easy for a local boy to

make good up in Taipei town. Give it up for
me! Where are your hands!

Biung is signed with a big label now. The
songs he played from his new album sounded
like hip hop with acoustic guitar an
afterthought — a long way from the
innocence of his first CD with its heavy
tribal chants. The new songs sounded like
pop music, not like Biung's music, not like
music derived from a place or tribe, as I
heard him describe his first album on a radio
interview. Not music of culture, but music of
marketing.

But he twitched that ass, and he stood
tall even though he stooped a bit, and he
sang to the people, and the sound got better
as the show went on. His voice emerged
from the mud of the mix, surer and clearer.
And when the audience shouted for an old
song, one from his first album, he sort of
looked lost for a moment and scratched his
head, saying, I don't know, I haven't played
that song for a long, long time, don't know
if I can remember, you may have to help-but
he played it, with no karaoke bed, and the
crowd helped, singing with him, buoying. And
then at the front of the stage they started
the traditional dance, hands linked, dancing in
a line that spirals into a circle. They danced
right up onto the stage and circled around,
slowly stepping to the rhythm of the song,
wreathing Biung in bodies until he was small,
lost among the revolving ring, barely visible
with his guitar and cut off from his
pink-grinned guitarist. Only the thwapping
drummer was there with him. This is what
the people love and what they came for and

what they got. I don't know if they watch
his TV show or if they'll like the music of
his new album, but I don't think it matters. 1
don't think they care. They will never accuse
him of selling out because he never will. He
can't. His voice cuts through all the bullshit.
Whatever city style is stuck to him will
ultimately fall away. They know that he
belongs to them and he always will. He is of
this place and would be nothing without it,
nothing without them. He is always coming
home.

Postscripr: The Cheng Gong Townstyp (56
LJHE) Fist Festival was held in the Taidong
County Government plaza last October:
Zarwan fabel Wind Records released Brune's
(L2 first two albums, The Hunter and
Brung: He'’s now sgoned with a production
company;, the unimaginatvely monikered Loy
Mustc (B, which will shop a new
collectron of s songs out to labels later ths
year. [ heard he was sull in town this weck
and rang fum, but he was already back in
Zagper. "Thar TV host thing s over now,” he
told me, "and my new CD is on the way,
but 1ts been delayed, A whie ago [ acted in
2 TV docudrama, and receatly I've done a
couple theme songs for differear people../ve
Just been domg something of everything:
Seems Like 1 impossible just to write songs
and sig them anpmore, umpossible just to be
a smger.”

Scorr Lzell is a wrter and musician based i
Zantung: Firse Person 1s a page for mdividuals’
Zanvan experrences. Send yours to:
extra@litpao.com.

en.pots.com.tw
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BY DAVID FRAZIER

I'D BEEN talking to Rez Lin (PRE2IE), a
marketing guy for Taiwan's biggest label for
electronic music, High Note Records (BLZRIE
=3 ), for an hour and a half about the big
problem of selling dance music: CD sales are
grudging, but the market is exploding. There
were discs and magazines scattered all over
the table, I'd shook hands with the boss, and
then, about ready to go, I asked why it was
so hard to cash in on the booming club
market.

"Yeah," he said. "MoS [Ministry of
Sound] is packed every weekend. Why is it
so hard to sell CDs?"

Night spots are clearly blazing the trail
for dance music in Taiwan, with record labels
trying to straggle behind as best they can. At
present it's hard to tell whether or not
they're catching up. Counting only Saturday
nights, club owners in Taipei estimate about
300,000 paid entrees last year at venues that
advertise DJs by name — like Luxy, which
has brought at least two top-100 DJs per
month since opening last September, or
Bacchus, which is developing home-grown
talent, or MoS, or several others.

When it comes to CD sales, the name
brand international DJs that drew like
magnets at the clubs sold only slightly better
last year than Taipei's year of Saturday nights
(and remember, the rest of Taiwan is not
even included here, nor is Friday night, nor
is Wednesday. Moreover, CD prices and club
covers are pretty comparable). Of the music
companies, High Note sold the most with
about 300,000. Next came Avex, a subsidiary
of Japan's largest music company, with about
100,000. And since nearly all of Taiwan's
other music companies at best only dabbled
in electronic music through the end of 2003,
you can pretty much stop your tabulating
there. Total sales: 400,000 plus, which is well
under 5% of total CD sales in Taiwan last
year (probably closer to 3% — though that's
a very rough estimate).

Getting back to Lin's question about the
difficulty of selling discs, one easy answer is
this: the new Armen Van Buuren CD costs
NT$828 at a price competitive Taiwan chain
like Rose Records (don't even think about
FNAC!), a price that could also buy you
three hits of e or a ticket to see a globally

famous DJ spin live and a chance to get laid.

In some ways it is that simple:
undeveloped taste. For this article I'm not
talking about cheap mass market dance music,

which does sell like crazy (I'll get to night
market hard house in another article a couple
weeks from now). So compared to the cheap
pumping stuff, top five international DJs like
Paul van Dyke and John Digweed need
connoisseurship, which take time to develop.

Record companies so far have only been
seriously marketing electronic music for about
five or six years, and results are coming
gradually. Avex was established in 1998, and
does about 20% of its business in dance
music. High Note was also formed about six
years ago, though it had sold dance music as
Crossline Records for a number of years
previously.

Compilations have been one way to
educate. Avex's Woody Wu (%%Eﬂ%}) says

these account for about 70% of their releases.

"Compilations definitely sell better than artist
albums," he said. "When I started listening
[to dance music|] as a teenager, there were
too many artists. 1 didn't know who to buy.
So you listen, then you see what you like."

High Note put their own spin on
compilations by teaming up with lounge bars,
including Whisky, Patio, Club des Belugas,
and even one Japanese restaurant. (So if
you're looking to blame someone for the
lounge trend, take note.) The lounge
compilations all used the lounge's name and
design motifs, while music was licensed from
abroad. The first was In House three years
ago, which has sold about 30,000 copies. The
CDs get the loungs "into new tetritory —
different magazines, web areas, TV," said Lin.

A bonus of the locally branded lounge
mixes is that they're affordable, selling for
around NT$400. The costs come down
because they're pressed locally.

Electronic music imports, by comparison,
usually sell for NT$600 to NT$1000, much
higher than the NT$500 range for rock and
pop impotts.

Why so expensive? Part of the problem is
they're expensive everywhere. CDs by Global
Underground (GU), a scene leading label
from the UK label that's produced mix
albums by Sasha, John Digweed, James
Lavelle, and basically every other top DJ,
generally sell for US$20.99 on Amazon.com.

"GU or Fabric [another label] can't mass
produce like Sony," explains Johnny Lin,
adding that un unfavorable exchange rate for
British pounds and euro doesn't make things
any easier.

Lin is the head of I/O Music, a label for
electronic music that launched last October
(so at present, that makes three electronic
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music labels!).

Expensive imports ate why 1/O and Avex
mostly license and press their releases.
Minimum runs can be as low as 500, though
they're usually 1,000 or 2,000.

Lack of sponsorship is another growth
stunter. Electronic music has a terrible
reputation in the local media due to heavily
publicized drug busts, and companies have to
pay for airtime on TV. So most sponsorship
has come from alcohol sellers, which High
Note's Lin pointed out, "are already in the
clubs."

"You have to go the parties to get into the
culture," he said. "But now other sponsors
are coming along." (Here he named a big
shoe company.)

A final problem is file sharing. I/O has
only put out three CDs so far, and Lin said
he's already seen pirated tracks on local
peer-to-peer services like Kuro and EZpeer.
He calls the downloading problem "really
serious" and considers it the major obstacle
to industry growth.

"The number of people dancing has
increased, but music sales haven't. Music is a
shrinking business," he said.

But at the same time, he and everyone
else call the competition "seriously intense."
As 1 walked out of High Note, Rez Lin was
telling me that one local company's contract
with a foreign label carrying The Prodigy is
about to run out, and this just when The
Prodigy is getting ready to release a new
album. "There's going to be a big fight for
it," he said.

Despite everything, demand for dance
music is rising, and brand names are starting
to redeem their value. Avex's top selling
single artist is Paul Van Dyke. They've
pressed several of his albums locally, with
each title registering around 2,000 in sales.
(Again, Wu credits the clubs for leading the
way. Van Dyke has performed in Taiwan
three times so far. "Three years ago, nobody
knew who he was. Now most do.")

The local approach is another focal point.
I/O and Avex are preparing to release CDs
by local DJs Joe Ho (Luxy) and Victor later
this month.

"If we start to do well, EMI may start
releasing our stuff," admitted I/O's Lin. If
that happens, EMI would be Taiwan's first
multinational to seriously sink a fang into
dance music. You know what? It's bound to
happen eventually.

FEmall the author at davidftazier@lifpao.com




A new guidebook for cops

Police limitations for roadside checks and other searches

BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

THE POLICE Duties Act, a major piece of
legislation which passed into law in December
of last year, has lately been described as a
"police bible" that will serve both the police
and the public in laying out what is
acceptable police practice and what is not.
The law is specifically designed to protect
human rights and give the police clear
guidelines for the performance of their duties.
The National Police Administration (NPA)
described the new law as "a milestone." This
is correct, as this is the first law in Taiwan's
history to cover all common situations that
police face in the course of investigations.

The law covers such common
police-public contacts as pulling over cars,
road stops, sobriety checkpoints, police
investigations at bars and hotels, and other
similar situations. Prior to the new law,
various rules and laws governing police
procedures were scattered about in a
confusing collection of laws. This often left
police officers open to allegations of
exceeding authority.

Formulation of the Police Duties Act
began several years ago. Originally the law
was going to simply cover different
administrative and organizational issues. But
then the Counsel of Grand Justices delivered
a formal opinion in "Interpretation 535" (a
"Grand Justices' Interpretaton" in Taiwan is
roughly equivalent to a Supreme Court ruling
in the US). The interpretation discussed
different aspects of vehicle inspections at

sobriety checkpoints. It further requested that
the NPA to draft clear rules governing such
situations. The Judicial Yuan later expanded
that request and asked the NPA and the
Ministry of Interior (MOI), the ministry
responsible for the NPA, to draft rules
covering a number of different common
police situations.

In terms of procedure, the law is largely
a reflection of past police practices. That is
to say, it will not require any major changes
in the way street cops do their jobs. This
shows wise planning on the part of the
drafters, as major changes would have caused
resistance from within the police community.
Moreover, combining established police
practices and setting clear limits in the area
of human rights strikes a good balance,
making the law acceptable to both the police
and human rights advocates.

Among its other positive features, the new
Police Duties Act for the first time provides
a clear legal mechanism by which members
of the public can report what they view as
police abuses or misconduct. If someone feels
that an officer has exceeded his authority or
conducted himself in an unprofessional
manner, then that person can file a formal
complaint with the NPA. The NPA will
review the complaint and issue a decision. If
the person is not satisfied with the NPA's
initial decision, he or she can then pursue an
appeal to a special appeals committee within
the NPA. This committee will review the
local decision and issue an independent
judgment concerning the propriety of the

ILLUSTRATION:FLOATY

officer's conduct. If complainant is still
unsatisfied with this outcome, he or she can
then pursue a claim in Taiwan's
Administrative Law Court. Having this legal
mechanism in place is a major step toward
ensuring that police are accountable to the
public. It will also help to instill public
confidence in the police.

As the law's opening atticle states, this
new Police Duties Act seeks "to regulate
police activities, to protect human rights, to
maintain public security and social order."
Time will tell if it does all those things.

Bran L. Kennedy is an atrorney iz 1arwan,
where be writes and teaches on crinmal law
and human 1Az
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

% Golden Melody Awards

Sat, May 8 from 7pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (A fc & gg), 505,
Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (& JbLri{= %% IUE:
505%%)

The Golden Melody Awards is the major an-
nual event for Taiwan's music industry, draw-
ing singing stars from all over the mandopop
world. It's not really open to the public, but
thousands of fans, mostly teenagers, crowd
the venue from early morning waiting to get
a glimpse of their favorite stars walking
down the "red carpet.”

% Listen, the Sound Coming
from beyond the Clouds
(aboriginal songs)

PEETEN RS (RERTE)

Fri, May 14 at 7pm, Sat, May 15 at 4pm,
Sun, May 16 at 7pm, Fri, May 21 at 7pm,
Sat, May 22 at 4pm, Sun, May 23 at 7pm
The plaza in front of Zhongshan Hall (1%
[#475), 98 Yenping S Rd (Lifi4E7FILFE985E)
Ph: (02) 2381-3137 x126

Taipei City's Council of Aboriginal Affairs
brings six free, public performances of tradi-
tional aboriginal song and dance. Five tribes
will be represented, including Amis, Atayal,
Bunong, Saisiat, and Yami. Perorming groups
include the Wurao Village (fE#Z#3%), Malan
(FEB AR T), Taibayi Village (AREEEH),
Matayan Village (M5 K###5%), Wenshan Town-
ship (z[Li¥f), and others.

% %k Bad Company

Sat, May 15

Apocalypse Now (FR{XZ R$%), 323 Fuhsing N
Rd (HACTHifEELES32355)

Ph: (02) 2545-4628

Bad Company is probably one of the most
ground-breaking crews in the world of drum
'n' bass and will come to Taipei with mem-
bers FunkStar (JungleMania), Danjah (Jungle-
Mania), Posan (JungleMania), and Spikey
(Species Records). No doubt a must go for
dnb lovers dying to hear some fresh new
stuff straight out of the UK. Also, in case
you saw a flyer that said they were playing
in April, the show was delayed. This is the
correct date.

% Four Tet

Sat, May 29, 8pm

The Wall (55#%), B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt
Rd (JLrsE g P EL20055B1)

Tickets: NT$850, or NT$650 in advance
Maybe more of a "project” than a "band,
Four Tet is the music of Londoner Keiran
Hebden. In the mid-1990s he played in a
post-rock band, totally instrumental stuff that
also used some samples. Four Tet started
out as a side project from that, and the
music was made completely on a computer,
combining post-rock ideas with those of oth-
er more purely electronic music, including
hip hop, drum 'n bass, and hardcore. His
first CD, Dialogue, was released in 1999.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLifi{ - #%IYEE3458:1555:155%)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum. Thursdays: bop JAZZ bossa
by H.M.S. JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES
JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: |-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.
% Blue Note

(E5RH)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(RESTIRR — B2 1715544H)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (M EYIHEI) —HZs), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&dbiifA{i&1015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female

vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge
NT$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(CRERER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&ALTHIIREE6755)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed Sun-
days. No cover.

% % The Living Room

(/N BEEEHE)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Z1t
TR U SR8 3 1)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Thursdays: Showcase Jams, If you
can play, bring your instrument. If you can't,
bring a date.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERIERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - &K OHEE
A1)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, May 7: TAKE
FIVE, a funk-jazz quartet of guitar, bass,
drums, and sax, 8pm, no cover. Sat, May 8:
rock night, 8pm, no cover. Fri, May 14: CHI
PIN & KAIYA, a duet of piano and violin
playing classics of swing, 8pm, NT$250. Sat,
May 15: a solo concert by male vocalist LIN
JUN-YI (Fkf23%) will sing jazz classics Au-
tumn Leaves, My Funny Valentine, Time After
Time, and others, 8pm, NT$300.

% % Peshawar

(FEELEL)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dLrfifiliARE
80E35%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, May 8: PANAI (F2.%%), a woman
from Taiwan's east coast and one of the
country's most powerful folk singers, Panai
recently began playing a spate of shows with
new material. Sat, May 15: TERESA performs

flamenco and AKIKO performs Indonesian
dance.

* Riverside Music Cafe
(B )

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (G LrTRETRES3B244452557B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thurs, May 6: NYLAS and E-
CHO, downtempo and electronica. Fri, May
7: A Fusion Night, jazz. Sat, May 8: THE
RICH HUANG TRIO, featuring drummer RICH
HUANG (#%'%!), GUO ZONG-SHAO (ZB5%EH),
and LIAO JI-WEN (EZ=27), jazz, NT $400.
Sun, May 9: COACH, jocks playing funk, and
APPLE MONKEY. Mon, May 10: Open Jam,
9pm, free. Tues, May 11: TANG GUO-JIU (i
) and MUSTARD (7+2€). Wed, May 13:
LITTLE NURSE (/N7 1:), and SMOOTH 9-5.
Thurs, May 14: MA DA-WEN (f§ k=) and
KANG-DE (JfF{#) & BUSY MIND, folk crooning.
Fri, May 15: GU LING-JING (&;#H5) JAZZ
BAND. Sat, May 15: LEI GUANG XIA (FF%“E).
Sun, May 16: THE DAYMAKERS, Canadian
twins doing emo rock in mandarin, and
MENG LU (25§%).

% % Underworld

(B L Er)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(]LriHfiA4555%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250.

Thurs, Apr 29: two metal bands, CYNIC (K
f#) and ALMOST HUMAN. Thurs, May 6: BA-
NANA HERO (F# 5 -:) and CAT EAR (JiE
). Fri, May 7: QU ZE (B$i#) and TUBE.
Sat, May 8: TIN PAN ALLEY (#%#%{f) and
VARO, both instrumental rock bands and pro-
jects of guitarist Wan-ting. Thurs, May 13:
Re.Cor.Der.Z Night (FEZ%##1E3). Fri, May 14:
TIZZY BAC, jazzy indie rock led by female
vocalist and pianist Chris Chen, and QUE BAN
(£ B ). Sat, May 15: ECHO and NAIYOU
HAMU  (W57ims 46} -

% The Wall

(ET#)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (7% iriiE i
PUEE200%5B1)

Ph:(02)2930-0162

Web:www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost
NTS$50 less in advance, and the ticket price
includes one drink. Thursdays: Just | Cover,
bands play cover songs, NT $300 minimum.
Fri, Nov 7: Golden Melodies of Rock night
with CHANG YU-WEI (5E44{&), TIZZY BAC, XIE
YU-WEI (F5°/2k), BACK QUARTER (I 43),
LIU SHAO-XI (21%)%5), and GUAN YU (5 F%),
which mixes members of Chairmen and Back
Quarter, 8pm, NT$350. Sat, May 8: E-Gener-
ation Night with HIDDEN ORDER ([Z#: ),
LAND OF MESS (iE@EL.25), COACH (#if#),
and XL, hardcore, punk, metal, and funk,
8pm, NT$300. Sun, May 9: LABYRINTH, 9pm,
NT$1100. Wed, May 12: MO FO, DighHei, and
OUT OF CONTROL (Z:#%), 9pm, NT$250. Fri,
May 14: SO WHAT, CHAIRMEN (#EZiE), and
POWER TRAIN (#)JJ/kH%), rock, 9pm,
NT$350. Sat, May 15: CAT EAR (3iHZ%), NIP-
PLES, post rock, and NEON, electric rock led
by female singer-songwriter Jun.

Y % Witch House

(ZHEJE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(IErTHT L g 3B 5648 755%7)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250, one drink included. Thurs, Apr 29:
PANAI (/\#5) & 831, the old Panai is back,
one of Taiwan's most powerful female folk
artists playing here with 831, her favorite
backing band. Thurs, May 6: YE SHU-YIN and
the FIFTH YEAR BAND (%Efsfpi& 7L Al K 4405,
from double guitar folk songs to electronic
sounds. Fri, May 7: AN PU (Z##), quietly in-
tense rock, sort of like "Coldplay"? Sat, May
8: ZIRAN JUAN (H #R#:4%[# ), bossa nova.
Thurs, May 13: SCUDDER (f77?), fingerstyle
guitar.  Fri, May 14: SCOTT & LILY:
singer-songwriter music by Scott Prairie on
French horn and Lily Wong on vocals, re-
flecting on life, love and change. Sat, May
15: XIE YU-SHU (3f5*3), a master crooner
with a deep, gravelly voice sings love songs.

Dance Clubs

Yy Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (& JLTifs
FE2255B1.21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19
building just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thursdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500, drink incl.

% Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&g
% P 27757B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Open for
dinner from 5pm with a recommended menu
including "Latino sushi.” Tuesday: swing danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednesdays: CubaRi-
can Soul, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm.
Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you can drink,
men NT$500, women NT$200. Friday: Samba
Night, a samba Brazilian party, NT$500. Sat-
urdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, late night hip hop, cover
NT$500. Closed Mondays.

% Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St, Hsimenting,
Taipei (HALHPEMIN] & 5 — BE7255F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A Hsimenting club that's taken over where
TeXound left off. House, techno, and trance
for a raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays.
Located in the Hsi Wu Building (75 & A )
across from the Lai Lai Department Store.
Sunday and Tuesday to Thursday: lounge
nights, all you can drink beer, NT$350 for
men, NT$200 for women. Fridays and Satur-
days: club nights, open until 7am, NT$500,
NT$350 B4 midnight.

% Club Face

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei

(G AL RS = B2 755 T — )

Capacity: 1000

Shut down at the beginning of the year,
Texound lives again, now as Club Face. Sun,
May 9: OHAYO Good Morning Gay Mix Party
from 10am to 6pm.

* % LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei

(AL 2 AR T E 201 5% FA)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Fri,

May 7: Renaissance/BBC Radio 1 Essential
Tour extravaganza with legends PETE TONG
(UK), DAVE SEAMAN (UK), and PHIL K (AUS).
Sat, May 8: BREAKZO9 Party with DJs MYKAL,
REASON, PITT TANG, and FUNKSTAR,
funky/nu skool breaks and drum and bass,
NT$700, or NT$400 b4 11:30pm.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (Z]LTi
Bl RE BT 21

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

% Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&b L&
LA = 63105%  KiE EHIE)

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004, It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff
Wise, Jaylen, and Damien Saint from the UK.
Music tends towards house and trance in the
main room with an upstairs area for hip
hop. Wednesdays: Ladies Night, NT$400, or
NT$200 B4 11pm. Thurs: Retro Night,

NT $350, or NT$200 B4 11pm. Fridays and
Saturdays: Residents Party, NT$600, or
NT$350 B4 11pm. Cab fare up to NT$250 is
deductible on entry. Sat, May 15: EDDIE HAL-
LIWELL, a world top 20 DJ according to DJ
Mag who mixes scratching and hardhouse.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(&dtili/\fEk4E: 13857 1214)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, women free, men NT$500 w/ drink.
Sat, May 15: Sweatin' Ya'll Body, hip hop by
DJs FINGAZ, CHICANO, E-DRAGON, and
SHORTEE, NT$800 for men or NT$600 with
flyer, NT$500 for women or NT$350 with flyer.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&dbifi/\fERES4E13857121)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free for Ladies' Night.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&F b SRS
VUER1825%1F )

Ph: 2577-7959

A dark den. Resident DJs Tiger and Stone
spin progressive, breakbeat, and tech house
until 7am on weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies'
Night, females free, males NT$350. Fridays
and Saturdays: Disco Nights, NT$350 before
midnight, NT$500 after. Closed other nights.
Fri, May 14: Gay Dance Night, NT$500 or
NT$350 in advance. Sat, May 15: JONATHAN
LISLE, a rising star of the breaks and pro-
gressive scene championed by Sasha and
John Digweed, NT$800 or NT$600 b4 12am.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - &dbitAFE185%%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

*Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(GAETi LIFEEE2(:21857B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei

(G LT LIFgEs 1B 15555B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays
only: NT$300. No entry without ID.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&dLiiifl
FERPE—EE9155B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Mu-
sic is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n




bass. Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night,
women free, men NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300,
drink included. Sundays: NT$200, drink included.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR —EE24957B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

Classical

% Hsu Ying-yen Pipa Recital
Thurs, May 6 at 7:30pm

National Recital Hall (%7 EZs0EE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&AL LR
#%21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$200 to 400

Hsu Ying-yen has studied the pipa in both
Taipei and Beijing. This performance will in-
clude both modern and traditional composi-
tions, including Dragon Boat, Springtime River
and Flowery Moon in the Night, and others.
% The Voice of the World

Sat, May 8 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (&% 35%40E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

The Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir will
perform a combination of religious songs and
pops-style choral works by Schafer, Martin,
Javier Busto, and Sarah Hopkins.

% TSO Concert Series -

Russian Romance

Mon, May 10 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&5 & 445E)
Tickets: NT$200 to 800

The Taipei Symphony Orchestra will perform
Glinka's Overture to Rusland and Ludmila and
Borodin's Symphony No. 2, B Minor, Op 5.

Y Boston Brass Quintet

Wed, May 12 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&57 & 4%5E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1200

Drawing from both classical and jazz, they
will perform about a dozen songs, including
Moscow Cheryomushki Gallop, Autumn Leaves,
Hungarian Rhapsody, Caravan, New World Sym-
phony, and others.

% Scott Hartman - Arrows of
Time

Fri, May 14 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&57&445E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

The Taipei Wind Orchestra and Symphonic
Bands teams up with Yale University professor
and trombonist Scott Hartman to perform a
program of exclusively American compositions:
Meredith Wilson's 76 Trombones, Alfred Reed's
Twelfth Night, Richard Peaslee's Arrow's of
Time, and Anthony Dilorenzo's Little Buckaroo.

Eﬁl :

% % Taiwan International Ani-

mation Festival

May 7 to 16 at President Theatre (#d#fiEkbze),
59, Sec 1, Chunghua Rd (JLrfiHR%ERs—E¥59%%)
May 8 to 16 at Spot - Taipei Film House, (¢
2h& L& EE), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,
Taipei (dLrfirhlHEREs —Ei185%)

Tickets: NT$150 b4 6pm, NT$180 after, also
available through ERA outlets and online at
www.artsticket.com

This festival boasts an extensive program of
recent animated films from all over the
world, and basically takes over SPOT for a
week in the middle of another film festival
(see below), with screenings also at the Presi-
dent Theatre. It's divided into nine categories:
New Vision (6 programs), Creation in Taiwan
(5 programs of local college student films),
Schools from the World (5 programs from rep-
resenting some of the worlds top film
schools), Best of Best (6 programs of anime
from everywhere), Long Feature Film (see be-
low), Programs for Kids (1 program), Director
in Focus (3 programs for 3 directors - Freder-
ic Back, Ladislas Starewitch, Yamamura Koji),
Special Presentation from Members of Selec-
tion Committee (3 programs focusing respec-
tively on Gerrit Van Dijk, Toe Yuen, and Yu
Wei-cheng), and Tribute to Rene Laloux. The
features are Tokyo Godfathers (dir. Kon
Satoshi, 2003), Raining Cats and Frogs (dir
Jacques-Remy Gireerd, 2003), The Triplets of
Belleville (dir. Sylvain Chomet, 2003), Little
Longnose (dir. Ilya Maximov, 2003), and Leon
and Joel (dir. Tsai Ming-xi, 2003).

% % Taiwan vs. Eastern Eu-

rope Film Fest

Apr 24 to Jun 16

Spot - Taipei Film House, (SG:Ei& AL EEE),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLmiH(L
JEis — B 185%)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Web: www.spot.org.tw

The SPOT's latest film series pits 29 films
from eastern Europe against 8 from Taiwan in
something of a celebration of independent and
small market cinema. These films will play in

The

a revolving schedule for almost two months,
and most have English subtitles. Free booklets
available at SPOT and other locations offer
film descriptions in English, as well as subtitle
information. The Taiwanese films are by the
island's most famed art house directors, basi-
cally the ones that brought Taiwan to interna-
tional prominence during the last decade or so
through participation in European film festi-
vals. There films are by Hou Hsiao-hsien (City
of Sadness , Good Man, Good Woman, and
The Puppetmaster), three by Edward Yang (in-
cluding the prize winning A One and a Two),
Wan Ren's Super Citizen Ko, and Wu
Nien-chen's A Borrowed Life. The eastern Euro-
pean films include both recent works and
films from the mid-1960s. They come from
Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, the Czech Repub-
lic, and Georgia. Directors include Krzystof
Keislowski (of the Red, White, and Blue se-
ries), surrealist Jan Svankmajer, Czech new
wave filmmaker Jan Nemec, Oscar for best
foreign film winner Istvan Szabo (Mephisto),
Ferenc Kosa, Miklos Jancso, Petr Vaclav, Jan
Hrebejk, Petr Zelenka, Andrea Sedlackova,

Jerzy Skolimowski, Krystof Zanussi, Arpad Sop-
and Julie Bertuccelli.

sits, Emir Kursturica,
Tickets cost NT$180.
»

L L
% Tsao-pi and Chen-mi
Fri, May 7 and Sat, May 8 at 7:30pm, May 9
at 2:30pm
National Theatre ([ 5ZEvE5E)
21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&Jbif LR
#21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500
Tsao-pi and Chen-mi is a classic Chinese tale
of love and war, here told through dance and
music. The action is broken up into four
parts: Act | - On the March, Act Il - Imperial
Harem, Act Il - Between Imperial Court and
Folk, Act IV - Unfinished Dream. This produc-
tion is a collaboration between choreographer
Liu Feng-shueh and composer Wang Ching-ping.

% % UbU, Compagnie de Cre-
ation Maeternlinck - The

Blind

Thurs, May 6 at 7pm, 8:30pm; Fri, May 7 at
7pm, 8:30pm, 10pm; Sat, May 8 at 2:30pm,
4pm, 7pm, 8:30pm; Sun, May 9 at 2:30pm,
4pm, 7pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(E50E5)

Tickets: NT$600

UbU is a Canadian theatre company founded
in 1982 and currently headed by Denis Mar-
leau. Here they perform a 45 minute adapta-
tion of Maurice Maeterlinck's play Les avuegles
(The Blind), recounting the plight of 12 blind
people lost in the forest. Their guide, a
priest, has dissappeared...

&

Museums

% % Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

(Bb s AR

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (&JLii103K[FEE
LPEE%3955%)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

% National Museum of History
(BT 58 5 )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dGTiFGTEEE49%5%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION OF FAMOUS PRINTS
(4O REEZ(EE): this show includes 86 prints
by 57 artists of the 20th century's best known
artists, including Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso,
Rene Magritte, Marc Chagall, Salvador Dali,
and others, using printmaking as a window in-
to most major movements of the last 100
years. Through May 9.

AFFECTIONATE HANDIWORKS TRADITIONAL
CHINESE WOMEN'S ART (35 F4L & #F #1115 ):
through May 30.

PALM UNIVERSE - AN EXHIBITION OF ARCHER'S
THUMB RINGS, SNUFF BOTTLES AND JU-I
SCEPTERS (5% Rz 8- 145 - WK - S TR R R ):
handicrafts from an the late Ming and early
Ching - an age of prosperity. through May 30.
% National Palace Museum
(BT b))

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (& britAkE
R T RE2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chinese
emperors and includes ceramics, porcelain,
calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes, jade, lac-
quer wares, curio cabinets, enamel wares,
writing accessories, carvings, embroidery and

Malibu

revamped

BY WINOPETE

MALIBU EAST, on the Ren-ai circle,
very recently took out a new lease of
life after receiving a new coat of paint
(white and bright), a new bar surface
(mottled stoneware look), and giving the
floor boatrds are a thorough polish.

To celebrate the new, improved Malibu East (due to notch up
its 10th anniversary around July), Happy Hour prices are in force all
night long until 13th May. This means standard bottled beers are NT
$100, draught beers NT$100 and other drinks 20% off. Malibu East
reopened for lunch this week, and the menu prices looked very
reasonable. Worth revisiting.

CHEAP G & T's AT MY OTHER PLACE: On Monday nights, My
Other Place (303 Fuhsing N Rd) is selling Gordon's G&Ts at just
NT$100+10% each. Tried a few this week, and for the price, they're
respectable drinks. The regular G&T price at MOP is NT$160.

TAIPEI'S 2-4-1s: The following places have been confirmed by
readers as places to go for 2-4-1 drink specials:

- The Tavern (6 to 8pm, but only for standard draught beers)

- Front Page Bar, Imperial Hotel (4:30 to 7pm on to ALL drinks)
- The Shannon (Tuesday and Wednesday nights, only selected
drinks)

- Hooters (5 to 7pm, with 2-4-1 on all beers)

- Jake's Urban Kitchen East (afternoon until about 9pm)

- Manila Bar (2-4-1 applying to ALL drinks till 10pm, Mon to Sat)

- Voice (MGD, Tiger and Budweiser all recently marked for 2-4-1
status all night, with Catlsberg draught soon to follow).

I have to say, this list is surprisingly small. If I add in a few
places that sell standard beers (bottle or draught) under NT$100,
then tack on the following watering holes:

- G'day Cafe (NT$80 Heinckens, Buds and Coronas)

- Tapas (NT$80 Heinekens and Coronas)

- Carnegie's (NT$80 beers, house wines n' spirits during Crazy
Hour, ie. 6 to 7pm Mon to Sat, 5 to 6pm Sunday)

- Alley Cat's (NT$90 Catlsbergs, Heinekens and Coronas)

- Citizen Cain (NT$50 Heinekens, 6:30 to 7:30pm daily)

BACCO (143, An Ho Rd, Sec.2): Bacco is the newest bar on An
Ho Road, near the Loli Road intersection. Style and prices are
lounge bar-ish. Corona and Heineken are NT$160. Duvel is NT$260
(yikes!). Coke and Sprite are NT$160 (jeepers, creepers!), with Earl
Grey tea a "snip" at NT$350 (Obviously no English patrons wanted).
House wines are NT$250, with Scotch from NT$250 as well. This is
one place you will not want to feel peckish, 'coz a single bowl of
popcorn will set you back NT$150. OK, you get the drift. Do not
set foot in the door unless someone else is paying.

FIND OF THE WEEK — CHEAP KIRIN AT THE KODAK
HOTEL: Large 630ml bottles of Kirin are just NT$150+10% at the
Kodak Hotel, near the Formosa Regent. This price is fair dinkum,
I'm not pullin' ya leg. To find this hotel restaurant, head east from
the Chungshan/Nanjing intersection and turn down the first lane on
the left (Lane 13, Sec 1, Nanjing E Rd, I think). Walk a little way
till you get to the intersection with the first lane, and the Kodak
Hotel's testaurant will be on the right, hidden behind what looks like
a ti-tree wooden fence. A cache of el cheapo Kirin is awaiting you
insidel

LOST IN SPACE: Spaceman, near the corner of Ren-ai and
Guangfu, recently closed for renovations and has not since reopened.
The wotd is that they may relocate instead.

REAL BEER: A major conference of beer producers is being held
in Amsterdam, one of the most beautiful cities in the world. At the
end of the day, the presidents of all the beer companies decide to
go have a drink in a local bar. The president of Budweiser orders a
Bud, the president of Miller orders a Miller Lite, Adolph Coors
orders a Coors, and so the list goes on. Then the waitress asks
Arthur Guinness what he wants to drink. Much to everybody's
amazement, Mr Guinness orders a Coke! "Why don't you order a
Guinness?" his colleagues ask. "Naah," he replied, "If you guys won't
drink real beer, then neither will I." (Thank you, Robert E., for this
contribution).

HAPPY DRINKING!

Send your pub news to winopete@hotmal com
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rare books.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION OF
ASIAN BRONZE SCULPTURES SELECTED FROM
MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION. Peng a-
massed a collection of 322 objects, most of
them gilt bronze Buddhist sculptures. Those
on display here range from the 11th century
BC to the modern era, coming from India,
southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan.
PAINTINGS AND CALLIGRAPHY DONATED TO THE
NATIONAL PALACE MUSEUM: Through Jun 25.
CRAFTED BY HEAVENS HAND?  CERAMICS,
JADE, IVORY, AND CARVINGS. Opens May 1.

A CENTURY OF GERMAN GENIUS: MASTER-
PIECES FROM CLASSICISM TO EARLY MOD-
ERNISM will include works loaned from six of
Germany's major arts institutions, all of them
under the auspices of the Prussian Cultural
Foundation in Berlin. Almost 200 works have
been chosen. Dating from 1775 to 1925, the
pieces cover the periods of Classicism, His-
toricism, Art Nouveau, and early Modernism.
In addition to drawings and oil paintings fa-
miliar to many, there are also furnishings,
ceramics, glassware, and metal ware-Berlin
cast iron decorative objects being particularly
refined. According to Berlin, this is the first
time that German objects are traveling to A-
sia for exhibit. Many masterpieces of German
art will be represented, including Bauhaus
with its influence on modern industrial design
and the works of such pioneers of abstract
painting as Wassily Kandinsky and Paul Klee.
Through Aug 1.

% %k Taipei Fine Arts Museum
B ALTIL L)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
IAERS = EE18157)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

REFLECTIONS OF THE SEVENTIES - TAIWAN EX-
PLORES ITS OWN REALITY: Amidst social
change art was by turns influenced by West-
ern abstraction and representational styles.
The show includes painting, photography, ce-
ramics and other media. Through May 9.
READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY  AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on
the theme of people and their surroundings.
The exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performance. As a piece of art
speaks to each viewer it hopes to stir curios-
ity about each persons life and their relation-
ship to their surroundings. Through Sep 26.
RING ON THE BULL'S NOSE - SOLO EXHIBITION
BY ABUGY: More than 20 oil paintings by the
contemporary artist Chan Hsien-kun, who goes

(AEHif

by the name Abugy. He was the winner of
the Third Liao Chi-chun Oil Painting Award.
These works float between the concrete and
the abstract, exploring Buddha's 'middle way
of reality’ philosophy. Through July 11.

CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE ART IN THE ERA
OF CONTENTION: a joint exhibition of the
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art of Cornell
University and TFAM, chiefly displaying the
works of 32 Taiwanese modern artists of the
period following the end of martial law in
1987. The focus is new forms of artistic ex-
pression, displaying the view of artists to-
wards themselves and "local" culture in that
climate of internationalization and political
and economic change. Through Aug 15.

Galleries

*FNAC - Asia World
(EHEZ G ILERRLER)

B1, 337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (&Lt
R U — B 33757B1)

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

SHI PENG-HONG'S TAIPEI JOURNAL OF WOM-
EN'S IMAGES: a series of 30 black and white
photos relating to women and Taipei.
Through May 15.

%Hong Gah Museum

(B Sl AE)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (5dbiiAkZE#526055%5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

CHIU CHAO-TSAI SOLO EXHIBITION: Interac-
tive, kinetic sculpture with a relation to toys.
Through May 16.

*IT Park Art Gallery
()
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLTiffrm40%52-3

1)

Ph: (02) 2507-7243
CHEN SHUN-CHU SOLO EXHIBITION JOUR-
NEYS IN TIME: Chen continues his exploration
of nostalgia and loss through black and white
photographs from his real past. Through May 15.

% Main Trend

N i),

209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (
{%%E-%;F&“209Z1 5%)

Ph: (02) 2587-3412

YO JENG-FENG SOLO EXHIBITION, a series of
25 abstract paintings. Through May 8.

* % TIVAC

(GEEETE L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (10454t
A S5 2957 14)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

COMPREHENSION OF HALF-SENTENCE:
SHOW BY YACHI HUANG (%% 5ifc ).

[EEIMEES

SOLO
Huang's

photos appear to be stages in a changing en-
vironment, compelling curiosity as to the sto-
ry of what's happening. The pictures seem to
be a sort of visual memory about these vari-
ous stages, some half-told story. Huang
claims she's thinking seriously about photogra-
phy. There's definitely something interesting
here about how we relate to images and
treat them as slices of memory - even if they
weren't remembered by us. Through May 20.
SILENCE ( A ¥t ): SOLO SHOW BY HUNG
SHIH-TSUNG (#t{HJ&). Black and white pho-
tographs of lotus blossoms and other plants
growing in and reflecting off water. Through
May 20.

Events

% Korea-Taiwan International
Forum on Digital Content
Exchange and Cross-Industry

Cooperation

Thurs, May 6 and Fri, May 7

School of Continuing Education Chinese Cul-
ture University, B1 International Conference
Hall (231, Sec. 2, Chienkuo S Rd., Taipei)
Web: http://www.o4stage.com.

This forum involves delegations from Korea
and Taiwan and will take place to promote
music and new media technology. The Korean
group includes high level officials from the
Korean Ministry of Culture & Tourism and
KOCCA, the corporate reps of KTIl, SK Tele-
com, KBS, and MNet. The Taiwan sponsors
Minister Tchen Yu-chiou of Council of Cultural
Affairs and Taipei County Magistrate Su
Tseng-Chang, Chairman Tan Ho-chen, Tan of
Chunghwa Telecom Co with value-added mo-
bile and IT related industries will exchange
ideas with the Korean delegation in the area
of music, culture, and digitalization. Partici-
pating musicians include: Mika Vainio (Pan
Sonic), Infrasound (Yau+Arford), Yao Dajuin
(kK 4$9), Liu Peiwen (ZI{f=Z), Taipei Sound
Unit (546 & /NH), Wang Fu-ruie (TiiEkd),
and Eric Lin (PREET).

%k Techno Dream Sphere

Fri, May 7 at Nankang Software Park

Sat, May 8 from 9:30am to 6pm at the
Taipei Fine Arts Museum (address above)
Web: www.nksppublicart.com.tw

Though this includes a public art project
opening on May 7 at Nankang Software Park,
the more interesting event for most will
probably be the Next Scape International
Public Art Symposium on May 8 at the Taipei
Fine Arts Museum. It includes several interna-
tional representatives from the field of elec-

tronic arts, urban planning, environmental
art, and architecture, including Ars Electroni-
ca director Gerfried Stocker, Joachim Sauter
Gestalter, Japanese curator Fumio Nanjo, Tai-
wanese artist Hongjohn Lin, Peter Higgins of
the Land Design Studio, Tony Cragg, and
Susumu Shingu. All will give speeches/presen-
tations.  Those interested in participating
should register by May 5 by email: bml@bm-
lart.com, or call Ms. Shih at (02)2755-2698.

TR :
I [qi \'ﬂ! '

% Blue Skies Rafting Trip

Sat, Jul 3 and Sun, Jul 4, leaving from Kaoh-
siung

Registration deadline: May 15

This year we will be going to a different riv-
er closer to Kaohsiung. It is steeper descent
so has more rapids and is more exciting. You
don't need any previous experience as this is
a fun competition. It will be a 3hr bus trip
each way. Those interested please get your
name, contact number, e-mail address and
ARC copy plus NT$3200 in to us by the dead-
line. The cost includes: 4 meals, transport,
rafting fee, accommodation and insurance.
There are 8 to a boat and if you can, try to
organize yourselves into teams, if you are on
your own we'll do it for you.

Contact: Mark - (07) 389-0795 (leave a mes-
sage), or Paul (07) 552-8465 or 0931724156.
*Jade Mountain climb
Fri, Jun 4 (10pm) to Sun, Jun 6,
from Kaohsiung

Registration deadline: May 25

Cost: NT$3,500
Contact: Mark -

leaving

(07) 389-0795 (leave a mes-
) 552- 8465 or 09317241 56

sage), or Paul (07

% Advertise in POTS Extra
POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-
native views. Weekly distribution to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. To ask about ad rates, how to be-
come a POTS distributor, or how to sub-
scribe, call: (02) 8667-6655 x207 (Chinese) or
x225 (English).

Taipei's best music info, free in more than 120 locations, like:

All E‘ill‘tE Book Store locati

Eeaﬁie Coffee, 1F,

(F= 1 H39%E), New York Bagels,
e =FE181%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 1F
{14}, Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, "F, 39,
H %= {5180%K), The Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec

G' day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St |
Cate Odeon, 23, Lang 40, Taishun S

Sungechiang Rd (LR OTEEO

ans, all FMAC department stone:
elte Rd (AR = F24482
L.ﬂ'.‘,fl. Tapas & Creperie,

'-_|f| h 1F'I

2B Yitung St (fRiE F2a%
Sec 2

all Seattle Coffee locations
wB1), Tungnanya Movie Theater, 3, Lane

1, Hoping W Rd (1 E 18818 508F), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd (1t F HEE7H),
23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (3 EEF;—EE:EHE‘H B, Museum of Euntempn rary Art, 38 Changan W Rd
}, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, Sax
{'lhllnr;l-'.h;-ln M Rd (= L e 2% — R 18%), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,
Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({f B E—
5, Manjing W Rd (R ¥ 55 o),
3t (S NEE405E23%E), Underworld, B1, -'% Shihta Rd (il A #45B1), Grandma Nitti'

Riverside Cafe B1, 2, Lane 244,
Roosevelte Rd (88 EyiE 2500 &

at 3, Chungshan N Rd (4 L

EE30%THL),

5 8,

Lane 93, Shinta Rd (B2 #d'i‘-* Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng S5t (¥ B E678), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang .-:r (3 B H123%,
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd l-p-*l'l'n'-ﬁ-_"' 114-116%), Mono Mona, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, . Anho Rd

(M —E127E#E29%F17HW) Red H-au'.w Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (& #&510%8), Camegre' s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Fl-:J‘ (S EN S
008 ), The Shannun. 6 Tunhua N Rd (#4E1EHEHE), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd (18 5 ik 8% 166%%)
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