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Chen Shun-hu has a new exhibition, Journeys in Time, about nostalgia and old photos at the IT Park art gallery (see listings).

Sign-ups for summer

currently taking applications for bands,

with deadlines coming up in mid- and
late-May. The 2004 Formoz Festival (i]v"é?ﬁﬂﬁ
ME) will celebrate its tenth anniversary when
it opens in late ngg at the Taipei Children's
Park (ﬁjtmﬂi%), and the band
application deadline is May 31. The Hohaiyan
Rock Festival 2004 will happen from July 16
to 18 on Fulong Beach, and applications
must be received by May 14.

Formoz, originally called the Taiwan
Rock Festival, will take place from over three
days from Friday, July 30 to Sunday, August
1. The event was launched in 1995 by
student rock clubs during the summer
following the first Spring Scream, and went
on to host some huge international bands
including Megadeth, Biohazard, Yo La Tengo,
and several from Japan, though there were
no big names last year. Judging from the
press release, this year will also focus on
local music, as it aims to celebrate "three
generations" of rock. Commemorating its
tenth anniversary, all band members who've
ever performed at Formoz stage get in free.
Foreign bands are generally welcome.

Bands can register through the festival's
web site, www.formoz.com, which has basic
English. Applicants will need to provide basic
band information and a demo of at least
three songs. If the demo songs can't be
accessed through the Internet, they ask that
they be mailed to Formoz, 11F, 182, Sec 3,
Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (AT EZEREE =K
182 %}% 11F, Formoz /INGEIRD).

Hohaiyan, a festival entering its fifth year,
attracted around 10,000 last year as a free
concert on the sand of Fulong Beach. This
year it will again happen for three days at
the same spot, and again for free. Band
registration is divided into two sections, a
competition section and a non-competition
section. There are 30 spots to be filled in
each, and since there is no English on the
web site (http://hohaiyan.com), here's what to
do. You'll still have to download an
application form - it's the bottom right link
in the blue section of news items. Then send
a demo of five songs (competition) or three
songs (non-competition) to Hohaiyan Selection
Committee, Taipei County Government
Information Office, 6F, 161, Sec 1,

T aiwan's two main summer rock fests are

Chungshan Rd, Banchiao, Taipei County 220
(220 BRI L BT 161 5 6 18,
B ALRRBUR T, RIS R E T
). Any questions, call: (02 )2960-3456 %5267
or x6156. -David Frazter

Racism and Hohaiyan

Hohaiyan's competition section relates to
what it calls the Taiwan indie rock awards,
but unfortunately, its definition of "indie"
keeps changing. Last year, only bands that
had never released a CD were eligible for the
NT$200,000 top prize (and in the end, the
winner, Monkey Insane, turned out to have
already signed a major label recording deal.
Oh well). This year, bands with CDs are
allowed, but application demos must consist
of five unreleased tracks.

But if you're not Chinese, don't worry
about the confusion, you're not eligible. The
rules as posted on the web site list being
"Chinese" (ﬁk) as the first qualification for
entering the indie rock awards. Taiwan's
aborigines should be pretty pissed off about
this, as they are technically ruled out. But I
wonder whether Chinese American musicians
would be allowed, as they are most definitely
tbwa ren. The spitit of the rule, I'm fairly
sure, is aimed at keeping "foreigners" (i.e.
expats or laborers) ineligible for the prize
money. This is fine and well, as the purpose
is to promote Taiwanese music. Unfortunately,
the organizers at Taipei County Government
have for some reason decided to be racist
about it. They should have chosen
"Taiwanese nationals" or "citizens of the
Republic of China" as their criteria, not
"Chinese." But they didn't. As a result, they're
alienating foreigners and resident minorities
alike. -2DF

Surfing at Jinshan Beach

Summer's here. A surfing competition at
Jinshan Beach ({[LIVE##) last Sunday (Apr
25) attracted around 50 competitors, and
organizers say there will be more to come
this summer, with the next event in June.
Jinshan is a growing surf spot located about
40 minutes' to an hours' drive from Taipei,
depending on traffic. It's on Taiwan's north
coast, just on the other side of Yangming-
shan, and is also accessible by bus from
either Danshui or Keelung.
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concerts

Last Sunday's competiion was sponsored
by Reef, a top name brand in surf wear.
Prizes included an Australian shaped
surfboard, a Taiwan-made surfboard, and
other surfing accessories like leashes and
board bags. For the NT$500 entry fee, all
competitors received a pair of Reef sandals.

Johnny Rose, a surf shop owner and
event organizer, said that the next
competition will happen in mid-June. "We're
going to call it 'Surf Carnival' (@I(E%Eﬁ),
and it will combine a surf contest, a bikini
contest, and a make-up contest," he said. A
date has not yet been set, but anyone
interested can call Rose at: 0937-823-583.

One of the judges, Clayton Wholley,
described conditions as "drizzling, onshore,
and messy in the morning, though in the
afternoon it magically cleaned up and was
even glassy."

Wholley added that this summer, north
Taiwan will probably see several competitions,
held both at Jinshan and Tashi, a popular
sutf beach in llan. -2/

Symposium on the future

If you want to hear some top
international digerati talk about future human
environments, take note of the Next Scape
International Public Art Symposium on May 8
at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum.

One of the most interesting speakers will
be Gerfried Stocker, the director of the
wotld's first festival "to deal with the artistic
possibilities and social consequences of digital
technology," Ars Electronica. It was launched
as a festival in 1979, and now also includes
a Museum of the Future, an annual
competition, and a Futurelab, which develops
applications in virtual reality for both art and
commerce. Through these various branches, it
has been mapping our digital future for a
quarter century now.

Other speakers come from the fields of
electronic arts, urban planning, environmental
art, and architecture. They include Japanese
curator Fumio Nanjo, Taiwanese artist
Hongjohn Lin, Peter Higgins of the Land
Design Studio, Tony Cragg, Joachim Sauter
Gestalter and Susumu Shingu. All will give
speeches/presentations. Those interested in
participating should register by May 5 by
email: bml@bmlart.com, or call Ms. Shih at
(02 2755-2698. -DF
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‘Jackie Chan called the election a

Now some DPP members want to blacklist him

BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

MARTIAL ARTS movie star Jackie Chan
recently summarized Taiwan's presidential
election as "the biggest joke in the world."
As a fellow martial artist and political
scientist, I concur. Kung fu movie stars know
what they're talking about when it comes to
political science.

But in response to this free expression of
opinion, a senior member of the mis-named
Democratic Progressive Party, Parris Chang,
said that Taiwan should ban Chan's next
movie and blacklist him from entering
Taiwan. Jackie Chan, by the way, is married
to a Taiwanese and has been supportive of
Taiwanese cinema in the past, unlike the
current government. Laying that aside, am 1
too presume that blacklisting people and films
is democratic, progressive or part of the party
line?

In making the remarks, I presume the
DPP's Chang was speaking in a private
capacity. But whether such ideas are in line
with DPP party platform or not, these kinds
of statements show that the DPP has its fair
share of nitwits. Let me ask Parris Chang, if
the Banana Republic of Taiwan really did
blacklist the best known international Chinese
movie star, who loses? Now of course 1
realize he is just playing up to the betel nut
crowd (what back in the US would be
viewed as red necks), which makes up a
significant percentage of DPP supporters.
Also, I presume that Chang does not take his

own talk seriously.

But one can never tell what will happen,
given the kowtowing toadies that make up
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Government Information Office, the folks
responsible for blacklisting people and films
respectively. If they sense that that is what
the DPP and or President Chen wants, they
might hop to it, blacklist Jackie Chan, and
ban his next film.

Well, that is an interesting side plot to
the Great Election Saga. But now let us
return to the main story line. Now that
emotions have cooled a bit and the protestors
are off the streets, the main developments
occurring are over in the Taipei High
Courthouse. I am sometimes asked what is
the legal side of the elections. The truth is,
the law is playing a very minor role, a kind
of prop or stage for the action. That reality
reflects a wider reality that the law means
little or nothing in Taiwan in a broader
sense. It does not take one long to live in
Taiwan to realize that Taiwanese society is
not one that is governed by laws or pays
much heed to law. Law is to Taiwan what
religion is to America. Everyone talks about
it, but it really has no practical force in day
to day life.

That said, I will mention how the law
and courts are involved to the limited extent
they are. The arrangements on the recount
are basically being handled as negotiations by
the two political parties. The court

oke"

proceedings are then just a chance to publicly
state what the status of the negotiations are.
The courthouse makes a nice place for press
conferences, and the attorneys like to see
their pictures in the paper.

It is certain that a recount will be
ordered by the High Court. Such a recount
will be handled by both High Court and
District Court judges, being watched by
attorneys from both sides. The last insider
news I had, it was estimated that a recount
would take eight days and need 400 judges,
which also means 800 attorneys (one KMT
attorney and one DPP attorney per judge).
That should be a real boon to the Taiwanese
Bar, whose members will be billing the two
political parties at an houtly rate.

This recount order will be pursuant to the
Presidential and Vice Presidential Election and
Recall Law under article 104, which allows
for judicially ordered recounts in elections
where the outcome is questioned.

Whatever happens in the end, I suspect
that Jackie Chan's assessment will remain
correct: it was "the biggest joke in the world.
" California has Arnold Schwarzenegger as
Governor, maybe Taiwan should have Jackie
Chan as president. The Terminator and the
Kung Fu Master, there is a combo for world
leadership.

Brian L. Keanedy zs an attorney i Tarwan,
where be writes and teaches on crunnal law
and human 1ghts.

en.pots.com.tw
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Teaching Freeman

Hualien Maximum Security Prison's star pupil

ILLUSTRATION:  FLOATY

BY DOUGLAS NEWTON

little more than another concrete box of

the Hualien Maximum Security Prison,
teaching English. Or I'm supposed to be
teaching English. Only I don't know how to
start. You see, all the usual questions have
become irrelevant here.

There aren't many students in the class.
They are all men between their early 30s and
late 50s. The oldest one looks like he could
be a taichi teacher. His shoulders and arms
are strong but not overbuilt. His gaze is
centered and his posture could be exemplary
of a cultivated, martial arts awareness. The
others slouch, but he sits straight, ready for
whatever happens next. His square shaped
head looks all the more angular for the lines
cut by his chin and cheekbones. All the
inmates have closely cropped hair and look
like monks, but his shaved head makes him
look more like a warrior. Patches of gray
reveal advanced age, but his body suggests
that wouldn't be a factor in a conflict. You
would want this guy on jour side.

I stand there, searching my mind for
conversational entryways, unable to ask the
usual English teacher stuff. For example, you
can't ask: "What did you do this week?" —
the same thing we do every week; "What are
you doing this weekend?" — there is no
weekend in prison; "Do you like to spend
time outsider” — we can only go outside for
exercise; "How's lifer" — life is a waiting
game. We live in prison, waiting to get out.

You can see the problem. And then
there's the simpering guy in the front row,
whose eyes seem to be checking to see
whether I am an intelligent life form.

Shy of options, 1 end up introducing
myself and talking in a sketchy way. I don't
tell them my last name, for instance. When I
suggest they ask me questions, no one asks
me if I'm married or have children. They just
ask where I'm from. That's when I find out
Freeman, the simpering one who's now
rubbing his shaved head, has lived some in
San Francisco.

Freeman smiles a lot, with a snide edge
to his grin, eyes darting quickly or staring
with a feverish intensity. His hip hop manner
and easy English make me realize he's not
your typical English student.

"Any other questions?" T ask, still
searching for material.

That's when I get a burst of the Freeman wit

"Can you tell me the difference between
pliers, pincers and tongs?" he asks.

In other words, pal, don't suffer under
the delusion that you're teaching zz¢ a damn
thing. I know more about life in any
language than you're likely to learn in a lifetime.

I'M STANDING in the so called chapel,

Aside from Freeman's implied
contempt for my situation, I sensed
an undercurrent of enjoyment, he
kind a boy gets when flooding an
ant trail with a bucket of watet.
But I take the challenge, and seem
to pass the test.

Still, I'm short of ideas, so the
class conversation naturally gravitates
to one of their pet topics, the
NBA. It isn't so much about
basketball, I find out, as gambling.
Money is forbidden in prison, so
batteries serve as cutrency and
prisoners bet them on games. Not
quite getting that earns me another
round of rebuke from Freeman.

"What do you use the batteries
for?" 1 ask, mystified.

Freeman eyes me with a look
of squelched exasperation. "For the television,
of course."

This gives me the chance to put my
ignorance on full display: "You can't just plug
it in?"

Freeman's eyes roll so far back into his
head I fear they might never resurface.
"Come on," he says. It's the first time I've
ever heard a Taiwanese student use the idiom
propetly.

"Oh, I see," I reply.

Freeman nods and rubs his mostly-shaved
head.

I'm starting to realize that teaching in
prison means starting from the prisonet's
perspective and working from there. 1 quickly
learn that Freeman and the others are in this
class not so much to learn English as to talk
to someone from the Outside. They want to
taste the freshness of freedom, even if it
means doing that via the second hand smoke
of storytelling. They also want to indulge in a
makeshift forum where a man is free to
bitch about incarceration injustices without Big
Brother eavesdropping. Enter the usefulness
of a foreign tongue and a receptive audience.
I buy into it and accept my role, albeit
cautiously.

After figuring out what class actually
means to these prisoners, 1 introduce travel
stoties — read "freedom in a can" —
including one about Mongolia. I tell the men
that you have to know how to fix your own
car to get a driver's license there, as
Mongolians don't have the luxury of filling
stations in the Gobi Desert. "If you break
down you have to use whatever you've got
to fix the car or you're history," I tell them.
Once again it's Freeman's time to shine.

". . .You have to cobble it together," he
offers. It's a sentence that echoes beyond its
intended use.

I've never encountered a student like
Freeman in Taiwan. Not only did Freeman
know the words, he knew precisely how and
when to use them. That such intelligence
existed in prison led me to wonder what
these men had done to earn their gray
uniforms and gruel. It was perplexing,
saddening and enlightening all at the same time.

Each time I left class, I walked through
the series of locked doors, past guards,
wondering how much time prisoners spent
thinking about everything they couldn't do.
When 1 eventually asked the men where they
would go when they got Outside, they all
said the same thing in different ways:

"I want to go home."

Later I got used to teaching in prison,
more or less. But still there were the
electricity and elevated hormones of being
there. 1 got used to how prison awakens you.

I learned just how many layers of readiness
the conscious mind can manage. Over time I
gathered that any exposure to prison changes
the way you see life. But if 1 could expose
everyone to one experience from a Maximum
Security Prison, I would choose the act of
leaving prison itself. When you walk through
the last set of doors and encounter the
breast-beautiful fold of freedom and its
multi-colored parade of choices, it feels like
reaching the surface after going underwater
and holding your breath to the point of
bursting. No sky looks bluer, no grass
greener than the sky and grass you see when
leaving prison. It fills the mind with
questions. How much of our freedom do we
actually assert? How often do we viscerally
feel freedom flowing through our veins?
Imagine how those feelings must be magnified
for an inmate who's leaving prison after
several years.

It was Lance's idea, the program director
of National Education Radio in Hualien. He
thought it would be great for a prisoner to
interview his teacher in English, so naturally
Freeman, the cocksure debutante of future
undefined glories, would be the one.

By this time I've sorted out what to ask
in class and what's better left unsaid. Class
has become rather casual. The men joke
about jacking off and give each shit about
gambling losses. They insinuate histories of
IV drug use or of having sold drugs in the
past. Long ago I decided never to ask any
inmate what he's in for, preferring to interact
on as even a playing field as possible. The
respect implied by that deference seems to
have worked. Whatever decisions these men
made in the past, they're paying for now.
No need to open cans of conversational
worms. But our conversations about prison
life's struggles, like about how hard it is to
see a doctor when you're sick, have been
verty open. I've donated several cassettes to
the men after theit CDs had been confiscated
(an inmate offed himself with a broken CD
in a Kaoshiung prison). The men have
already asked me questions about the
American war on Iraq and been satisfied,
apparently, with my answers (I oppose the
war and even organized a peace protest in
Hualien). In fact there are very few questions
the prisoners haven't asked me, so I have no
idea what to make of the interview idea.
Little do I suspect that it will be my last
chance to teach at Hualien Prison. "Welcome
to the jungle," says Freeman as he begins.

SARS hit Taiwan, putting the class on
hold and further isolating an already
sequestered population from the Outside.
Then I returned to America for a visit. After
getting back to Hualien, I approached Lance
about my prison class, but he informed me it
was cancelled. Predictably, I've never been
able to divine a clear reason for getting
canned. Instead of telling me why, they
handed me a consolation prize: I realized my
dream of playing a concert in prison.

By the time I returned to perform my
music however, Freeman was gone. He'd
made parole, living up to his name. I never
heard a recording of the interview, making
me think it might have been too hot to
handle, unsafe at any political speed. And
that's the last I know of him.

But given Freeman's passion for English,
there is a chance he may happen across this
article. Who knows?

So Freeman, if you're reading, I have one
last question for you: how does it feel to be
here with the rest of us, living on the
Outside?

Douyelas Newron Lves and teaches in Hualen.
Firse Person is a page for individuals’
Zarwan experrences. Sead submissions (o:
extra@@lihpao. com.




Cultural Production [Artsl

Three forums on technology and art will take place in early and mid-May. One af the Taipei Fine Arts Museum on May 8 will bring Ars Electronica director Gerfried Stocker and Japanese curator Nanjo Fu-
mio. The above photo is by Chaos Computer Club Berlin and relates to a May 20 symposium by the Yageo Art Foundation.

Building bridges

Taiwan artists need an English database

BY SUSAN KENDZULAK

ATELY THE local papers printed a

story about a group show of

contemporary Taiwan art being
exhibited at Cornell University, Comremporary
Zanvanese Art i the Era of Contention.
Some of the commentary mentioned how
Taiwan contemporary art is rarely shown
abroad, with the exception of the Taiwan
Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. Hmm, now
why is that? But before we get to that point,
good luck in trying to find the list of artists
in English for the Cornell exhibition. Actually,
that is the point. Information is power, and
if there is a lack of readily available
information, then Taiwan's contemporary att
will remain unknown outside the island.

As other cultural production from Taiwan
such as film and dance are well-received
abroad, why are visual artists so poorly
represented? It's not for a lack of artists, as
there is a strong dynamic network of artists
both here and abroad. However, there are
not many bridges to western arts
communities, as barely any information in
English is available either on the web or
published in books and magazines. Well don't
worty readers. I'm trying to remedy the
situation as 1 am currently writing a book
and trying to set up a website.

Years ago, people felt that Eastern
Europe was basically ignored in the European
art world, so a core group started an
exhibition called A/zzifészz which tried to
bridge the art of Eastern and Western
Europe, and it became quite a success.
Perhaps a similar situation can happen here.
Getting back to the Cornell show. It runs to
August 15 and includes the documentary films
on various Taiwanese artists by Huang

Ming-chuan. Huang sold the rights to this
interesting series to Taiwan Public TV (PTS),
and the programs air regularly on the station.

There's another New York show of
Taiwanese artists at the Queens Museum
of Art called Nevus: 7aiwan in Queens. 1t
talks about identity and immigration and
includes artists such as Wu Mali, Lin Shu-min
and Lee Ming-wei. For further info: http:
//wWww.queensmuseumm.org,.

Artist Hung Tung-lu, who has shown
previously in the Taiwan Pavilion at the
Venice Biennale and at the Taipei Biennial
2000, recently did an ad for Absolut Vodka
using his cyber-doll printed as a lenticular
image — an image which gives the effect of
movement, like one of those toys from the
Cracker Jack box. The local art mags
featuring the ad that might give native
English speakers a chuckle as the copy reads
"Absolut Hung."

It looks like May is digital art month
with several exhibitions and conferences
scheduled.

On May 6, the Korea-Taiwan
International Forum on Digital Content
Exchange and Cross-Industry
Cooperation will take place to promote
music and new media technology. Participating
musicians include: Mika Vainio (Pan Sonic),
Infrasound (Yau+Arford), Yao Dajuin (BEAK
#9), Liu Peiwen (FIMZE), Taipei Sound Unit
(EALEE/IME), Wang Fu-ruie (FEH), and
Eric Lin (FPKEEH). For further info: http:

/ /www.odstage.com.

Techno Dream Sphere includes a
public art project opening at Nankang
Software Park on May 7 and a symposium
on May 8 at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum.
The symposium includes the following
speakers: Ars Electronica director Gerfried

PHOTO: JOACHIM SAUTER

Stocker, international curator Fumio Nanjo,
and artist Hong-John Lin. For more info:
www.nksppublicart.com.tw

There will be a symposium on May 20
and 21 sponsored by the Yageo
Foundation and focusing on technology in
art, including digital, interactive media,
computer gaming, etc. For further info call:
Tel:02-2896-1000 #2275

A digital art show curated by artist
Wang Jun-jieh opens May 7 in Taichung at
the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts. It
includes international artists Rafael
Lozano-Hemmer, Art + Com, and Punkcan.
Check www.tmoa.gov.tw.

And be sure to check out my review of
the MOCA contemporary photo show in the
May/June issue of /Zas/s Arz That show is
still up until May 2, then a new show, Aedia
City; opens May 15.

And a show that 1 haven't seen yet but
sounds quite provocative or morbid: Zzduszzy
Casualty FPamtng Extubitron at the Taiwan
Association for Victims of Occupational
Injuries (10F-1, 32 Jinzhou St, 2571-5591).

Someone asked me if the plasticized
corpses now on view in Shilin are art, and I
replied with an emphatic no. Art is a
metaphorical language with many levels of
meanings such as Xu Bing's "Where does the
dust collect itself”, a piece made from the
9-11 ground zero dust and displayed on a
platform with an ancient Chinese verse
fragilely inscribed into it. Talk about a
material with lots of levels of meaning. And
no, art doesn't have to be about beauty at all
— that's a 19th century idea.

Susan Kendzulak is an arust bving i Taper
feel fee fo coatact Ler at
‘hendzulak@botmall com
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Free beach concert this weekend!

Axel Schunn ({right
BY STEVEN CROOK

ONE OF Taiwan's more fun grassroots music
events, May Jam, happens for the fifth time
this Saturday and Sunday (May 1 and 2) in
Tainan just a stone's throw from the beach.
The concert will feature two dozen acts,
including popular bands such as Tainan's
Charlie Swiggs and Taichung's Schlumpy. The
venue is easy to teach, and best of all, it's
completely free.

This year's and previous Jams have all
been organized by Axel Schunn, a German
who lives and works in the Tainan atrea.
"And if it doesn't rain, it'll be the best ever,"
he says confidently. "Listening to the demos
I've received, I can tell the level of
musicianship has really improved."

The Jam started out as a summertime
event. The first was held in July, the second
and third in the month of June. The July
Jam evolved into the May Jam because
typhoons have been a recurring problem.

Last yeat's event was held for the first

time in mid-May. Again, the weather did not
cooperate. "But the show was good. Lots of
people came, and it was well-received,”" says
Schunn, adding that the event was favorably
reviewed by Chinese-language newspapers,
including Tainan's Chia Dady (FIEHE).

This year "Saturday will have more foreign
input, while Sunday will have more Taiwanese
input," says Schunn, who explains that this
was in no way planned, but came about for
scheduling reasons.

Both days will feature African drumming
and non-musical entertainments.

Kicking off just before noon, Saturday
will see performances by Racoon, Blue Garce,
Lazarus, and Tsunami, among others.

Folksters The Paul Martin Experience are
slated to play from 7:10 pm to 7:30 pm. The
duo is so named because the band members,
Paul and Martin, hail from Canada, whose
new prime minister is Mr. Paul Martin.

Most sets will be 20 to 30 minutes long.
Charlie Swiggs — event organizer Schunn is
the band's guitarist/vocalist and main

songwriter — will play on both days, and
record the performances.

One of the acts slated for Sunday, the
Cadillac Rock Band, is a Thai group. Led by
a Thai man married to a Taiwanese woman,
the other members are Thais cutrently
working in south Taiwan.

Taiwanese bands on the bill include
SHOU and Shan He Yoen.

Spring Scream regulars Milk may put in
an appearance, but have yet to confirm, says
Schunn.

"Despite Tainan's traditional outlook, this
concert wants to feature the city as a place
with a modern lifestyle," says Schunn. "[The
May Jam]| stands for tolerance, integration,
and encouragement."

The 2004 May Jam will be held in Tainan
City's Anping district, in a wooded coastal
area near Choumaoyuan. A taxi from Tainan's
train station should cost around NT$200.

If you've time to spare, take City Bus
No. 2 from the train station. There's one
service every 30 minutes, approximately,
operated by the Kaohsiung Bus Company (/55
E&%é) — get off at Chioumaoyuan (FAJ5
f); one-way NT$18. If you're driving in
from another city on the freeway, take
Junghua Road, then Anping Road, then Anbei
Road. Alternatively, follow the signs pointing
to Anping Fort, then keep heading west away
from the downtown.

Visitors are welcome to camp around
Chioumaoyuan, and encouraged to bring their
own food and water. Some snacks will be
available, but there are no nearby convenience
stores. "It's not a campsite, so don't expect
great facilities," warns Schunn, who has
always striven to keep the event
non-commercial.

In the event of bad weather, the Jam will
be re-scheduled. For more details, including a
map for drivers and a Chinese-language press
release about the event, please see:
http:/ /www2.eecs.stut.edu.tw/~chatlie/

Steven Crook 1s a2 writer n Jaman.
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

Y Bond

Fri, Apr 30 and Sat, May 1

Taipei International Convention Center (&LE
pr@rzgdr,), 1, Sec 5, Hsinyi Rd, Taipei (&
TR TR —5%)

Tickets: NT$1000 to 3000 through ERA outlets
Bond is a string quartet of four women, Eos,
a violinist from Wales, Gay-Yee Westerhoff, a
cellist from England, Haylie Ecker, an Aus-
tralian violinist, and Tania Davis, an Aus-
tralian who plays the viola. As ta group
they've maintained bits of their classical
training and blended it with more contempo-
rary pop styles including salsa and electroni-
ca. It's made them a recent popular success,
especially in the UK, where theyre based.
They released their first album, Born, in 2001.

% % Namie Amuro - So Crazy

2004

Sat, May 1 and Sun, May 2 at 7:30pm
Hsinchuang Stadium, Taipei County (& JLERTT
HrEHREE)

Tickets: NT$900 to 2300 through ERA outlets
Amuro is one of Japan's biggest pop stars,
having been on the scene since she debuted
as 14-year-old in 1991. Through the mid- to
late-1990s her career was guided by Japan's
mega-producer Tetsuya Komuro, but she
eventually broke free of him and went out
on her own. She didn't necessarily leave be-
hind the super-slick J-pop sound, but did
switch from rock-based production to her cur-
rent jazzy hip hop sound. Her latest release,
So Crazy, has her still at the top of the
J-music industry. She's also extremely popular
in Taiwan. For this concert, organizers have
spent over NT$10 million bringing the sound
and lighting equipment from Japan and in-
stalling it in Hsinchuang's indoor arena. A-
muro will sing new songs plus fan favorites.

Y % Four Tet

Sat, May 29, 8pm

The Wall (iE#%), B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt
Rd (AL g s PP 20055B1)

Tickets: NT$850, or NT$650 in advance
Maybe more of a "project” than a "band,
Four Tet is the music of Londoner Keiran
Hebden. In the mid-1990s he played in a
post-rock band, totally instrumental stuff that
also used some samples. Four Tet started out
as a side project from that, and the music
was made completely on a computer, com-
bining post-rock ideas with those of other
more purely electronic music, including hip
hop, drum 'n bass, and hardcore. His first
CD, Dialogue, was released in 1999.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLifi{ & IdEE3458:15571557)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum. Thursdays: bop JAZZ bossa
by H.M.S. JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES
JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: |-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.

% Blue Note

(7))

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(ReEfiERg = B 17159741)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (B ey —Hi %), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (& LifitA{—E&1015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge
NT$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge
NT$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Citizen Cain

(KEIER)
67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&dLTioE 2 #6755%)

Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed Sun-
days. No cover.

% % The Living Room

(/N EEsH)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(ZiL
TR R S LB 318)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Thursdays: Showcase Jams, If you
can play, bring your instrument. If you can't,
bring a date. Fri, Apr 30: GUIRUM, avant gui-
tar and percussion duo, 10pm, no cover. Sat,
May 1: ASS9, a big ‘ol bluegrass band with
fiddle, mandolin, guitar, harmonica, banjo,
and other surprises, plus plenty of original
songs straight from the streets of Taipei,
10pm, NT$300.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEERIIERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - &G K& izLHEH
BE— M)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alucafe.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Apr 30: Taiwan
New Jazz Series, CHI PIN AND KAIYA, a Euro-
pean influenced jazz duet of piano and vio-
lin, performing new material for the third
time, 8pm, NT$250. Sat, May 1: DENISE'S
MOOD TRIO, pop jazz and bossa nova,
8:30pm, NT$250. Fri, May 7: TAKE FIVE, a
funk-jazz quartet of guitar, bass, drums, and
sax, 8pm, no cover. Sat, May 8: rock night,
no cover.

% % Peshawar

(1= L)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (¢ L ififiA R
804k35%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at
8:30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, May 1: SKY BURIAL(XZE), blues
rock. Sat, May 8: PANAl (E2%%), a woman
from Taiwan's east coast and one of the
country's most powerful folk singers, Panai re-
cently began playing a spate of shows with
new material.

 Riverside Music Cafe
(FEEE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (HALTTAENTIRES 3E24485257B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thurs, Apr 29: NEON, crazy
jams led by guitarist Tomer with female vo-
cals by Jun. Fri, Apr 30: Fusion Night, jazz.
Sat, May 1: ROCK BANG (i%%¥t) and RELAX
ONE (#8%Z¥c), a very tight, poppy rock band
with strong vocals from female lead Summer.
Y% Underworld

(B TiikEr)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(LTfiffiKiE&455%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250.

Thurs, Apr 29: two metal bands, CYNIC (X
%) and ALMOST HUMAN. Fri, Apr 30: ZIYOU
FEl (J5E57%). Sat, May 1: LTK Commune (7K
¥&/5\iit), driving post punk, and FIRE E.X. (&
‘k#%). Thurs, May 6: BANANA HERO (&H# 5
+:) and CAT EAR (3fEHZ%). Fri, May 7: QU
ZE (Bf#) and TUBE. Sat, May 8: TIN PAN

ALLEY (§%#%1f5) and VARO, both instrumental
rock bands and projects of guitarist Wan-ting.
% The Wall

GETH)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (]LTi7&T iRy
F%2005%B1)

Ph:(02)2930-0162

Web:www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost

NTS$50 less in advance, and the ticket price
includes one drink. Thursdays: Just | Cover,
bands play cover songs, NT $300 minimum.
Fri, Apr 30: MONKEY INSANE (J#%%), poppish
hard core, and LAZY LADY, 9pm, NT $300.
Sat, May 1: STONE (“FIEfy), CHICKEN RICE
(BfEBEAR), rockabilly, and GANGSTER BAND (jfi
REER).

% % Witch House

(L ABE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(ILrT# L g 3L 568 75%)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is

NT$250, one drink included. Thurs, Apr 29:
PANAI (/\7/5) & 831, the old Panai is back,
one of Taiwan's most powerful female folk
artists playing here with 831, her favorite
backing band. Fri, Apr 30: CHEN MING-ZHANG
(BHAPEE) & THE DANSHUI RAMBLERS (3% 7kt
N8 [E ), a charismatic Taiwanese folk singer
backed by a hot 'n lively band. Sat, May 1:
NEON, powerful female vocals by Jun with
Tomer's crazy guitar jams, a rock quartet
from four countries. Thurs, May 6: YE
SHU-YIN and the FIFTH YEAR BAND (ZEfSp&& 71
MR HERR), from double guitar folk songs to
electronic sounds. Fri, May 7: AN PU (ZiH),
quietly intense rock, sort of like Coldplay? Sat,
May 8: ZIRAN JUAN (E44F544H]), bossa nova.

Dance Clubs

Y Bacchus
B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&dLiitasE
F%225%B1,2.1)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thursdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500, drink incl.

v Barrio
B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&JLiigfb gl
T E¥277557B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Open for
dinner from 5pm with a recommended menu
including "Latino sushi.” Tuesday: swing danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednesdays: CubaRi-
can Soul, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm.
Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you can drink,
men NT$500, women NT$200. Friday: Samba
Night, a samba Brazilian party, NT$500. Sat-
urdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, late night hip hop, cover
NT$500. Closed Mondays.

% Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St, Hsimenting,
Taipei (GALHHPEFIH] & fH — BE72555F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A Hsimenting club that's taken over where
TeXound left off. House, techno, and trance
for a raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays.
Located in the Hsi Wu Building (75 &t A )
across from the Lai Lai Department Store.
Sunday and Tuesday to Thursday: lounge
nights, all you can drink beer, NT$350 for
men, NT$200 for women. Fridays and Satur-
days: club nights, open until 7am, NT$500,
NT $350 B4 midnight. Sat, Apr 30: Crack
2Nite! party with super guest DJ FION, one
of Taiwan's leading female DJs, playing break-
beat from 1 to 3am. Other DJs include super
guest DJ @LEX a.k.a [iif/7 playing house, ERIC
HUANG, and TEDDY.

% Club 70s

Core Pacific Mall (FE#EH%), 12F, No 138, Sec
4, Pateh Rd, Taipei(f5- i/ \FEE4E1 3851 24%)
Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Retro-classy, for more seasoned scenesters
(compare to the younger crowd next door at
Plush and the kids at Party Room). Resident
DJs SL and Kelvin spin house &tc. No cover,
but minimum purchase of NT$350/person re-
quired on weekends, one drink/person on
weekdays.

% Club Face

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei
(GALTT R R = B 21755 — 1)

Capacity: 1000

Shut down at the beginning of the year, Tex-
ound lives again, now as Club Face. Sun, May
9: OHAYO Good Morning Gay Mix Party from
10am to 6pm.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (ZJLTfi
S LIFEEE — BE7R2E)

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Saturdays:
the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor lounge are
open until 4am, NT$250.

* K LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei

(AL PRI R 20157 T )

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Fri,
Apr 30: Breaksizm, breaks by a crew of local
alternative scene DJs, CHEWIE, UMBRA,
A-DAU, CHUNK, and KAY, NT$700, or NT$400
B4 11:30pm. Sat, May 1: Sides of the Trax
Party with hip hop DJ JUDONOMI (US) in the
Galleria, and house/breaks by MR. FUDGE
(CA) in the Lotus Room, NT$700, or NT$400
b4 11:30pm. Fri, May 7: Renaissance/BBC Ra-

dio 1 Essential Tour extravaganza with leg-
ends PETE TONG (UK), DAVE SEAMAN (UK),
and PHIL K (AUS). Don't miss this one! Sat,
May 8: BREAKZO9 Party with DJs MYKAL, REA-
SON, PITT TANG, and FUNKSTAR, funky/nu
skool breaks and drum and bass, NT$700, or
NT$400 b4 11:30pm.

% Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&Jbi9 L
LERE=3%3105% KB EHE)

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The UK-based night club chain opened its
Taipei location in April 2004, It's a huge club
in its own building (in Neihu), with a boom-
ing sound system, and resident DJs Buff Wise
and Damien Saint from the UK. Music tends
towards house and trance in the main room
with an upstairs area for hip hop. Wednes-
days: Ladies Night, NT$400, or NT$200 B4
11pm. Thurs: Retro Night, NT$350, or

NT$200 B4 11pm. Fridays and Saturdays: Resi-
dents Party, NT$600, or NT$350 B4 11pm.
Cab fare up to NT$250 is deductible on entry.

% % Nowhere

(FTAE)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&dLmi#r
AR — Be60E5155)

Ph:(02)2362- 5241

Cafe and lounge space in the NTU area and
host to alternative scene happenings. Fri, Apr
30: Post Everything, a grab bag of edgy elec-
tronica that slides genres by DJs MR. 78, LIN
QIANG (#£5#), CHEWIE, MOSES, and S.J.,
NT$150, 1 drink incl.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(5LiiT/\fEg4E 13857 1245)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, women free, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5Lt /\[aFg4EE13857124)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies' Night. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT$700.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (5 LTird SUER S
PUEL182571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Glowsticks if not gangsters. Resident DJs
Tiger and Stone spin progressive, breakbeat,
and tech house until 7am on weekends.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females free,
males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays: Disco
Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500 af-
ter. Closed other nights.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - AHLTifATER185%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

% Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BALTi& LI Es 2B 218553B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BALTi&ILIFgEs 15:15555B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays on-
ly: NT$300. No entry without ID.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&dJLiifl
RS — B9 1557B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Mu-
sic is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n bass.
Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women
free, men NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink
included. Sundays: NT$200, drink included.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei
(GALTHE FL R — B 24957B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty,
but DJs frequently jump genres, playing mi-




ni-sets of everything from 60s R&B to tech-
no-house. As long as it's dancey. Sundays and
Tuesdays: NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday:
NTS$300.

Classical

% Spring Festival Concert II
Thurs, Apr 29 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&573445)

Tickets: NT$500 to 1500

The Evergreen Symphony Orchestra performs

Rachmaninoff's Symphony No. 2 and Folk
Songs.

% NSO Concert - Songs of
Wayfarer

Fri, Apr 30 and Sun, May 1 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall (%235 %4E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

National Symphony Orchestra director Chen
Wen-pin has invited five musicians that have
studied abroad to return and perform works
that show off their solo talents. Sung
Kuang-ching, Huang Ai-yun, Lu Chung-jung,
Joseph Lin, and Chen Chi-yuan will play pieces
by Sibelius, Tan Dun, Rachmaninoff, Korngold,
Bartok, and Saint-Saens.

% Celebration

Mothers

Sun, May 2 at 4pm

National Concert Hall (%235 %45E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

For Mother's Day, Tchaikovsky's Symphony No.
5 plus music by Brahms and Tyzen Hsiaol.

% Hsu Ying-yen Pipa Recital
Thurs, May 6 at 7:30pm

National Recital Hall (BFHZEZEE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&4t LFE
#21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$200 to 400

Hsu Ying-yen has studied the pipa in both
Taipei and Beijing. This performance will in-
clude both modern and traditional composi-
tions, including Dragon Boat, Springtime River
and Flowery Moon in the Night, and others.

% The Voice of the World

Sat, May 8 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall ([
Tickets: NT$300 to 1000
The Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir will
perform a combination of religious songs and
pops-style choral works by Schafer, Martin,
Javier Busto, and Sarah Hopklns

?.-:3] m

Y % Taiwan vs. Eastern

Europe Film Fest

Apr 24 to Jun 16

Spot - Taipei Film House, (St:Ei& L EER),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JtrfiHL
JEis — B 185%)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: NT$180

The SPOT's latest film series pits 29 films
from eastern Europe against 8 from Taiwan in
something of a celebration of independent and
small market cinema. These films will play in
a revolving schedule for almost two months,
and most have English subtitles. Free booklets
available at SPOT and other locations offer
film descriptions in English, as well as subtitle
information. The Taiwanese films are by the
island's most famed art house directors, basi-
cally the ones that brought Taiwan to interna-
tional prominence during the last decade or so
through participation in European film festi-
vals. There films are by Hou Hsiao-hsien (City
of Sadness , Good Man, Good Woman, and
The Puppetmaster), three by Edward Yang (in-
cluding the prize winning A One and a Two),
Wan Ren's Super Citizen Ko, and Wu
Nien-chen's A Borrowed Life. The eastern Euro-
pean films include both recent works and films
from the mid-1960s. They come from Poland,
Hungary, Yugoslavia, the Czech Republic, and
Georgia. Directors include Krzystof Keislowski
(of the Red, White, and Blue series), surrealist
Jan Svankmajer, Czech new wave filmmaker
Jan Nemec, Oscar for best foreign film winner
Istvan Szabo (Mephisto), Ferenc Kosa, Miklos
Jancso, Petr Vaclav, Jan Hrebejk, Petr Zelen-
ka, Andrea Sedlackova, Jerzy Skolimowski,

the Love of

B2 2L

Krystof Zanussi, Arpad Sopsits, Emir Kursturica,
and Julie Bertuccelli.

**Rive-Gauche Theatre Group:

Abe Kobo - The Ruined Map
Thurs, Apr 29 to Sat, May 1 at 7:30pm, May
1, 2 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(&HE5), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&
Jedih g 21,2 15%) - on the south side of
the plaza

Tickets: NTS$600

Rive-Gauche, one of Taiwan's avant-garde the-
atre troupes, will perform a 20th century clas-
sic by Japanese novelist Abe Kobo. Abe

(1924-1993), trained as a doctor though he
never practiced medicine, wrote The Ruined
Map (also a film) about private detective M,
who accepts a commission from a wife whose
husband is missing. By following the secret
background of a nostalgic private detective
who finds his investigation thwarted by a ru-
ined map, this theatrical adaptation explores
the disorientation of civilized existence, peo-
ple, and time. Juxtaposing futuristic imagery
and nostalgic ambience, the performance
metamorphoses into a quasi-lab experiment of
the "disappearance” of our contemporary being.
Rive-Gauche was founded in 1985.

% Kun Opera - The Peony

Pavilion

Sat, May 1 and Sun, May 2 at 7:30pm
National Theatre ([&52/8k&5%)
21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dGidLFEE
%212 15%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

Heralded as a "gala event of the arts and lit-
erature season,” locally renown writer and
opera enthusiast Pai Hsien-yung brings this
production of the Peony Pavilion, a classic
myth of beautiful love.

* Tsao-pi and Chen-mi

Fri, May 7 and Sat, May 8 at 7:30pm, May 9
at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([&528k&5%)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbrid il
#%21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Tsao-pi and Chen-mi is a classic Chinese tale
of love and war, here told through dance and
music. The action is broken up into four
parts: Act | - On the March, Act Il - Imperial
Harem, Act Il - Between Imperial Court and
Folk, Act IV - Unfinished Dream. This produc-
tion is a collaboration between choreographer
Liu Feng-shueh and composer Wang Ching-ping.

% % UbU, Compagnie de Cre-

ation Maeternlinck - The Blind
Thurs, May 6 at 7pm, 8:30pm; Fri, May 7 at
7pm, 8:30pm, 10pm; Sat, May 8 at 2:30pm,
4pm, 7pm, 8:30pm; Sun, May 9 at 2:30pm,
4pm, 7pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(E5RE5)

Tickets: NT$600

UbU is a Canadian theatre company founded
in 1982 and currently headed by Denis Mar-
leau. Here they perform a 45 minute adapta-
tion of Maurice Maeterlinck's play Les avuegles
(The Blind), recounting the plight of 12 blind
people lost in the forest. Their guide, a
priest, has dissappeared...

itk c

% Blue Skies Rafting Trip

Sat, Jul 3 and Sun, Jul 4, leaving from Kaohsiung
Registration deadline: May 15

This year we will be going to a different river
closer to Kaohsiung. It is steeper descent so
has more rapids and is more exciting. You
don't need any previous experience as this is a
fun competition. It will be a 3hr bus trip each
way. Those interested please get your name,
contact number, e-mail address and ARC copy
plus NT$3200 in to us by the deadline. The
cost includes: 4 meals, transport, rafting fee,
accommodation and insurance. There are 8 to
a boat and if you can, try to organize your-
selves into teams, if you are on your own
we'll do it for you.

Contact: Mark - (07) 389-0795 (leave a mes-
sage), or Paul (07) 552-8465 or 0931724156.

%Jade Mountain climb

Fri, Jun 4 (10pm) to Sun, Jun 6, leaving from
Kaohsiung

Registration deadline: May 25

Cost: NT$3,500

Contact: Mark - (07) 389-0795 (leave a mes-
sage), or Paul (07) 552-8465 or 0931724156.

S
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Museums

% % Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

AL E R EE)
39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (&£d4Lmi103 k(6 &
LVERE3955%)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

SPELLBOUND AURA - NEW VISION OF CHINESE
PHOTOGRAPHY  (\Lijiifi A % --#E AR EE AT ST ): A
blockbuster show on the state of contemporary
"Chinese" photography, including 12 artists
from Taiwanese, 12 from mainland China, and
one from Hong Kong. It is co-curated by Tai-
wan's Yao Jui-chung and China's Zhu Qi (2&H).
The show puts photography as a sort of u-
ber-media that transcends most modes of
artistic production today and affects how we
see the world. Through May 2.

D) Dan of LUXY last weekend - tearing the roof off!

MoS, after
the rush /'."\

BY QUEEN B

PHOTO: QUEEN B

WELL, I know all you people have probably already checked out
MoS (Ministty of Sound) like, a month ago, but I'm not ashamed to
tell you that my first visit was last Friday. Anyway, now that I've
been there, done that, here's my review. Unusual for Taipei, it was a
disco night. They'd brought in a special disco/house DJ, Bett Bevans
from New York, and also diva Jocelyn Brown. There were no lines
outside the club, just like I expected — in other words, it wasn't as
crazy as when the club opened a month ago. The express entrance
was right on, and the staff was pretty friendly as well. The warm up
music was not bad. Instead of trance, it was uplifting (progressive)
house, much more enjoyable than what Tiesto played two weekends
ago at the Thirst party. The wooden dance floor was a plus, but the
sound system was way too loud. I briefly checked out their VIP
lounge. It costs three grand per person to sit inside, but nothing in
there amazed me. As for the upper smaller area that everybody says
is very "Room 18-like" - yeah, the music and the hoochie-mamas
totally made me feel the same way. Alright, back to the main
attraction. Though it seemed like quite a few people showed up for
Bert Bevans and even cheered when he came on and started playing
disco house, most of the crowd seemed pretty confused when the
music suddenly stopped "banging and pumping." At least Jocelyn
Brown's powerful voice made an impression when she finally appeared
on stage, singing old school soul. For a while there, it was almost like
a concert. Too bad her gig was only like 20 minutes long! At least I
didn't have to pay to get in, otherwise I'd have been pissed!

Re: Citrus Party featuring D] Dan @ LUXY (Sat, Apr 24): Citrus
parties have always been fun, because the music's always good and the
crowd's usually interesting. This time, thanks to the large number of
VIP passes that were given out, LUXY's Lotus Room was well
packed with dancing heads by midnight. D] Saucey played a solid
house set as usual. Then special guest D] Dan from Los Angeles
came on around two. His signature funky pumping house was topped
with high energy and at times very hard hitting. Almost felt like it
could blow off the roof or something. It reminded me a lot of raves
in LA, if only the venue had been bigger. After all, for me, D] Dan
is the best main room rave DJ there is.

UPCOMING:

PETE TONG + DAVE SEAMAN + PHIL K @ LUXY (Fti,

May 7): This is the main event to watch out for this month. It has
the UK's BBC Radio 1 DJ Pete Tong along with Dave Seaman (that
makes two of the hottest dance music DJs from the UK) and
Australia's raising D] star Phil K. Wicked line-up! Don't forget to save
some energy for this gig. NT$1000, or NT$700 in advance.

BAD COMPANY @ Apocalypse Now (Sat, May 15): Bad Company
are no strangers to drum'n'bass fans. In the wortld of d'n'b, the crew
is seen as one of the consistently most ground-breaking. No doubt,
this is a must go if you'te dying to hear some fresh new stuff
straight out of the UK. And in case you're confused because you saw
a flyer that said this was happening in April, the show got dela _X
Apocalypse Now (FRfUE/RER) is at 323 Fuhsing N' Rd (L‘:{trh{E.i
:[EE%3235}§) Tix cost NT$800, or N'T$600 in advance at M@M
Boutique, 4F-3, 112, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd (751578 B VU B
1125%4F-3) and Nowhere 1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd &k

T A R = B GO 15%).
Emard your dance club news to dj quecnb@hotnal com




% National Museum of History
(B 7R S )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&ALHiFTEFEE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION OF FAMOUS PRINTS
(oA ERE): this show includes 86 prints
by 57 artists of the 20th century's best known
artists, including Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso,
Rene Magritte, Marc Chagall, Salvador Dali,
and others, using printmaking as a window in-
to most major movements of the last 100
years. Through May 9.

AFFECTIONATE HANDIWORKS - TRADITIONAL
CHINESE WOMEN'S ART (35 F 1k & #F #41% ):

through May 30.

PALM UNIVERSE - AN EXHIBITION OF ARCHER'S

THUMB RINGS SNUFF BOTTLES AND  JU-I
Rz -4 AR B R R R ):

V e ANela .

SCEPTERS (
handlcrafts from an the late Ming and early
Ching - an age of prosperity. through May 30.
THE EXHIBITION OF INK STICKS (E¥72 -5
JE£): through May 2.

% National Palace Museum
(BT = k)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&dbrfit-#k
T B 2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

ADMINISTERING RIVERS IS LIKE GOVERNING A
STATE: an exhibition of river engineering
plans and related archival materials from the
Qing Dynasty. Through Apr 30.

THE CASTING OF RELIGION: AN EXHIBITION OF
ASIAN BRONZE SCULPTURES SELECTED FROM
MR. PENG KAI-DONG'S DONATION. Peng a-
massed a collection of 322 objects, most of
them gilt bronze Buddhist sculptures. Those
on display here range from the 11th century
BC to the modern era, coming from India,
southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan.
PAINTINGS AND CALLIGRAPHY DONATED TO THE
NATIONAL PALACE MUSEUM: Through Jun 25.
CRAFTED BY HEAVEN'S HAND? CERAMICS, JADE,
IVORY, AND CARVINGS. Opens May 1.

A CENTURY OF GERMAN GENIUS: MASTER-
PIECES FROM CLASSICISM TO EARLY MOD-
ERNISM will include works loaned from six of
Germany's major arts institutions, all of them
under the auspices of the Prussian Cultural
Foundation in Berlin. Almost 200 works have
been chosen. Dating from 1775 to 1925, the
pieces cover the periods of Classicism, Histori-

cism, Art Nouveau, and early Modernism. In
addition to drawings and oil paintings familiar
to many, there are also furnishings, ceramics,
glassware, and metal ware-Berlin cast iron
decorative objects being particularly refined.
According to Berlin, this is the first time that
German objects are traveling to Asia for ex-
hibit. Many masterpieces of German art will
be represented, including Bauhaus with its in-
fluence on modern industrial design and the
works of such pioneers of abstract painting as
Wassily Kandinsky and Paul Klee. May 1 to Aug 1.
% %k Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BAETIZ AT AE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (Lt
JLE =B 1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

REFLECTIONS OF THE SEVENTIES - TAIWAN EX-
PLORES ITS OWN REALITY: Amidst social
change art was by turns influenced by West-
ern abstraction and representational styles.
The show includes painting, photography, ce-
ramics and other media. Through May 9.
READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY ~ AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PERMA-
NENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on the
theme of people and their surroundings. The
exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performance. As a piece of art
speaks to each viewer it hopes to stir curiosi-
ty about each persons life and their relation-
ship to their surroundings. Through Sep 26.
RING ON THE BULL'S NOSE - SOLO EXHIBITION
BY ABUGY: More than 20 oil paintings by the
contemporary artist Chan Hsien-kun, who goes
by the name Abugy. He was the winner of
the Third Liao Chi-chun Oil Painting Award.
These works float between the concrete and
the abstract, exploring Buddha's 'middle way
of reality’ philosophy. May 1 to July 11.
CONTEMPORARY TAIWANESE ART IN THE ERA
OF CONTENTION: a joint exhibition of the
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art of Cornell
University and TFAM, chiefly displaying the
works of 32 Taiwanese modern artists of the
period following the end of martial law in
1987. The focus is new forms of artistic ex-
pression, displaying the view of artists to-
wards themselves and "local” culture in that
climate of internationalization and political
and economic change. Through Aug 15.

Galleries

% FNAC - Asia World
(EHEE B LR

B1, 337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (&Lt
R UG = EE33755B1)

Ph: (02) 8712-0331
SHI PENG-HONG'S TAIPEI JOURNAL OF WOMEN'S
IMAGES: a series of 30 black and white photos
relating to women and Taipei. Through May 15.
*Hong Gah Museum
(JEFR E7lr8E)
5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (5L AZE142605%5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272
CHIU CHAO-TSAI SOLO EXHIBITION: Interactive,
kinetic sculpture with a relation to toys.
Through May 16.
*IT Park Art Gallery
(FHEAE)
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (ILiifFsimtE40552-34)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243
CHEN SHUN-CHU SOLO EXHIBITION - JOURNEYS
IN TIME: Chen continues his exploration of
nostalgia and loss through black and white
photographs from his real past. Through May 15.
Y Main Trend
(RS 22 )
209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (& JLmiz
TER% —B¥209,:215%)
Ph: (02) 2587-3412
YO JENG-FENG SOLO EXHIBITION,
25 abstract paintings.
**TIVAC

BB B L)
1F 29 Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (10475k
TR 4512957 118)
Ph: (02) 2773-3347
COMPREHENSION OF HALF-SENTENCE:  SOLO
SHOW BY YACHI HUANG (®%5f#t ). Huang's
photos appear to be stages in a changing en-
vironment, compelling curiosity as to the sto-
ry of what's happening. The pictures seem to
be a sort of visual memory about these vari-
ous stages, some half-told story. Huang claims
she's thinking seriously about photography.
There's definitely something interesting here
about how we relate to images and treat
them as slices of memory - even if they
weren't remembered by us. May 1 to 20.
Opening May 2 at 3pm.
SILENCE ( A %t ): SOLO SHOW BY HUNG
SHIH-TSUNG (#t i), Black and white pho-
tographs of lotus blossoms and other plants
growing in and reflecting off water. May 1 to
20. Opening May 1 at 2:30pm.

Events

% %k Techno Dream Sphere
Fri, May 7 at Nankang Software Park
Sat, May 8 from 9:30am to 6pm at the Taipei
Fine Arts Museum (address above)

Web: www.nksppublicart.com.tw

Though this includes a public art project
opening on May 7 at Nankang Software Park,

a series of

the more interesting event for most will prob-
ably be the Next Scape International Public
Art Symposium on May 8 at the Taipei Fine
Arts Museum. It includes several international
representatives from the field of electronic
arts, urban planning, environmental art, and
architecture, including Ars Electronica director
Gerfried Stocker, Joachim Sauter Gestalter,
Japanese curator Fumio Nanjo, Taiwanese
artist Hongjohn Lin, Peter Higgins of the Land
Design Studio, Tony Cragg, and Susumu Shin-
gu. All will give speeches/presentations. Those
interested in participating should register by
May 5 by email: bml@bmlart.com, or call Ms.
Shih at (02 )2755-2698.

% Korea-Taiwan International
Forum on Digital Content
Exchange and Cross-Industry

Cooperation

Thurs, May 6 and Fri, May 7

School of Continuing Education Chinese Cul-
ture University, B1 International Conference
Hall (231, Sec. 2, Chienkuo S Rd., Taipei)
Web: http://www.o4stage.com.

This forum involves delegations from Korea
and Taiwan and will take place to promote
music and new media technology. The Korean
group includes high level officials from the
Korean Ministry of Culture & Tourism and
KOCCA, the corporate reps of KTI, SK Tele-
com, KBS, and MNet. The Taiwan sponsors
Minister Tchen Yu-chiou of Council of Cultural
Affairs and Taipei County Magistrate Su
Tseng-Chang, Chairman Tan Ho-chen, Tan of
Chunghwa Telecom Co with value-added mo-
bile and IT related industries will exchange
ideas with the Korean delegation in the area
of music, culture, and digitalization. Partici-
pating musicians include: Mika Vainio (Pan
Sonic), Infrasound (Yau+Arford), Yao Dajuin
(kA $4), Liu Peiwen (Z[{flZZ), Taipei Sound
Unit (BJLEZ/NH), Wang Fu-ruie (Figk),
and Eric Lin (FPREEY).

JLI

% Advertise in POTS Extra

POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-
native views. Weekly distribution to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. To ask about ad rates, how to be-
come a POTS distributor, or how to subscribe,
call: (02) 8667-6655 x207 (Chinese) or x225
(English).

Taipei's best music info, free in more than 120 locations, like:

All E‘ill‘tE Book Store locati

L.ﬂ'.‘,fl. Tapas & Creperie,
23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (3 EEF;—EE:EHE‘H B, Museum of Euntempn rary Art, 38 Changan W Rd
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