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" W CRAP," I muttered to myself as
two ambulances screamed past me
down Ai Guo East Road. "I
missed them."

I was on my way to cover the student
protest at the entrance to the Chiang
Kaishek. Claiming injustice on the part of the
DPP in the recent election, Taiwanese
students decided to call a hunger strike...
kinda. Students had been refusing food and
water for 12 hours a day, but I soon found
out they weren't even doing that anymore.
The protesters were gathered under CKS's
main gate. There I asked a man sitting
behind a roped off square where I could find
the hunger strikers. He pointed toward a tent
in front of a giant banner which said, "We
Want The Truth, The Future, and No More
Discrimination." The man explained that he
was part of a group who had come out "to
support and protect the students." He told
me the strikers had left last week after three
days of fasting. At the time, the students in
the tent had moved on to holding a silent
protest. While he went inside the tent to find
a student for me to interview, I read the
graffiti covered gate.

"A-Bian: Taiwan's Nazi," said one slogan.
Underneath, another person had written, "This
is an insult to the memory of 6,000,000 Jews
in Europe."

Finally a group of Chinese Culture
University students emerged from the tent
and took seats next to me. One student
shook my head and said, "Hi, I'm Jacko."

"We want to call a truce in this political
war," he told me. "We are not an
organization, but we saw how dishonestly the
Taiwan election was run and we wanted to
make a statement. Both parties want to
separate Taiwan into two races: Taiwanese
and Chinese. We don't believe in that. We
are also against the corruption in this
government."

Just then a scuffle broke out between a
heckler and some of the pan-blue protesters.
The heckler had told them to go home
because the election was over. Three men
shoved him back toward the sidewalk.

"So are you going to try to mobilize a
larger student protest?”" T asked Jacko.

"Why do you keep asking about
organizing? 1 don't want this to get big
because whenever the president talks to
normal students, they only complain about
their expensive ADSL connections. They only
care about their own problems."

Youth o Tulwuns ubongmul Amei Inbe compeied at sumo wrestlmg Iust weekend in Huullen (oumy as purt “of the ethnic groups unnuul games.

"But if the government wasn't so corrupt,
couldn't they break up Chunghua Telecom's
monopoly so the consumers could have a
choice? It's a political issue that affects many
students,”" 1 said.

"I agtree, but our organization's leaders
disagree and I don't want to argue with
them."

"So you are an organization?" I asked,
again.

"No we are not an organization. We are
just students who want the truth, to end
discrimination and corruption." -Andy OZBren

Don Giovanni

The National Symphony Orchestra (NSO)
will mix it up a little for this production of
Mozart's classic opera Don Giovanni. They've
brought in director Stan Lai, a local star of
comic theatre who's best known for spoofing
Taiwanese lifestyles and politics. So you can
probably expect a little more levity and a
little less gravity in what is usually a tale of
cosmic retribution. The opera tells the story
of fabled womanizer Don Juan, who has left
a trail of broken women in his wake, and
has also killed a would-be avenger in a duel.
In the end, the Don is confronted with this
deed, but shows little remorse even as the
gates of Hell are opened before him. For
this performance, the classic story is given
also an Oriental setting. The conductor is the
NSO's own Chien Wen-pin. -Darzd Frazier

Eastern European film

The next film series at SPOT — Taipei
Film House pits 29 films from eastern
Europe against eight from Taiwan in
something of a celebration of films from
nations during periods of political turmoil.
Fastern Europe was chosen to complement
Taiwan, "because the political situation was
sott of similar," said SPOT's Shiny Fang (/7
¥H). She explalned that while Eastern Europe
was behind the Iron Curtain, Taiwan has
been in the shadow of China. The Taiwanese
films are by the island's most famed art
house directors, basically the ones that
brought Taiwan to international prominence
during the last decade or so through
participation in Furopean film festivals,
namely Hou Hsiao-hsien, Edward Yang, Wan
Ren's, and Wu Nien-chen. The eastern
European films include both recent works
and films from the mid-1960s coming from
Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, the Czech
Republic, and Georgia. Directors include
Krzystof Keislowski (of the Aed, Whize, and
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Protests, chaos, and overpriced ADSL

DBlue trilogy), surrealist Jan Svankmajer, Czech
new wave filmmaker Jan Nemec, Oscar
winner for best foreign film Istvan Szabo
(Meplusto), and almost a dozen others. Films
will play in a revolving schedule for almost
two months from April 24 to June 16, and
most have English subtitles. Free booklets
available at SPOT and other locations offer
film descriptions in English, as well as
subtitle information. SPOT is at 18, Sec 2,
Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (ZHZFB':F’U-I:”ZE% B
18 5%). -

Alternahve media on the web
If you want to read the latest wave in
news about the US presidential race, the Iraq

War, and other major stories, forget 7%c
New York 7imes, try blogs instead. People
who are circumspect of the media's portrayal
of international events are using blogs, short
for "web logs", to augment their
understanding of the news. And they're
affecting big media Most bloggers provide
sources to back up their arguments, and a
few, such as Josh Marshall from Talking
Points Memo and Kevin Drum, whose blog
was picked up by the Wasthigron Monthly,
offer keen analysis and old-school investigative
journalism. The George W. Bush National
Guard story survived several news cycles
because of Drum's work and the subsequent
brushfire that consumed the blogosphere for
several weeks running.

Juan Cole, a history professor at the
University of Michigan, runs an informative
blog about the Iraq war, as he has many
contacts on the ground and makes use of
Arabic sources.

Not all of the blogs are unflinchingly
serious. Oliver Willis, who blogs "Like
Krypronite to Stupid", often muses on the
greatness of Beyonce or the skullduggery of
NFL politics.

And there are Republican blogs as well,
but their impact on the party faithful hasn't
been as impressive. Here are a few blogs to
check out:
http:/ /www.talkingpointsmemo.com
http://atrios.blogspot.com
http://www.dailykos.com
http://www.oliverwillis.com
http://www.washingtonmonthly.com
http:/ /www.crookedtimber.org
http:/ /www.juancole.com
http://www.burntorangereport.com
http://www.andrewsullivan.com
http://matuthecrankpot.blogspot.com
-Hyatr Lee




BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

FOR THE recent arrival of the forensic
science celebrity Henry Lee, they should have
played that old Dire Straits song, the one
that goes: "That ain't workin', that's the way
you do it, money for nothing and the chicks
for free." 1 was stunned to learn that the
Prosecutor General of Taiwan Lu Ren-fa
approved spending my tax money to hire
Lee. The Rock and Roll Star of forensics
usually charges USD$5,000 an hour for his
performances. I realize that he has said at
press conferences that he is working for free,
but I would be surprised to find that is true.
Remember, as a hired expert, he is under no
obligation to say whether he is getting paid,
not how much.

Hiring Henry Lee was a mistake for
several reasons. First, he is over-priced and
over-rated. The thing one must understand at
the outset is that what it is possible to say
based on scientific evidence is somewhat
limited, and any decent forensic expert with a
couple of years experience could say it.
Forensic science is a science, not an art
form. As a result the number of tests one
can run and the conclusions one can draw
from those tests are limited. There is little
difference between a self-aggrandizing star like
Lee and the average expert. The only
difference is Lee has made a career out of
his celebrity status and acts and charges like
it. And what the shenanigans surrounding the

Money For Nothing

Forensic superstar Henry Lee cashes in

recent elections do not need at this point is
another celebrity elbowing for TV time.

Free or not, the other reason hiring him
is a mistake is that there is nothing for him
to do. Understand that Lee is a biochemist.
Based on my information, none of the
physical evidence collected with the
assassination attempt or campaign stunt
(choose which description suits you, the
reality of it will never be known) has any
forensic value. The reason being that the
evidence was so mishandled by the Keystone
Cops that it became valueless.

So if there is nothing for him to do, why
did the folks in charge of the investigation
call him in? That is easy to answer, and the
answer reflects the Qing dynasty peasant
mentality that drives many decisions here in
Taiwan. In the Qing era a degree holder,
what is commonly referred to as a Mandarin,
was an expert in everything. Yes, everything.
Or at least that is what the peasant farmers
thought.

This Qing era peasants' mentality is still
very much alive and well in a large
percentage of both the general public and
Taiwanese public officials. And Henry Lee
has the most coveted of degrees, a PhD
from Americal Ergo he is an expert in
everything, and his statements on anything
and everything must be accepted as
authoritative. He knows this cultural
phenomena and is already starting to play the
Mandarin role.

Let me give you a specific. Henry Lee
has a masters and PhD in biochemistry. But
he is not a medical doctor, nor is he an
expert in the identification of wounds on
human bodies. Be that as it may, Mandarin
Lee has already "authoritatively" stated the
wound on Chen's belly was caused by a
gunshot. Lee doesn't know that, and back in
America he could not testify to that because
it is not his scientific specialty. But here in
Taiwan he is an expert in everything.

One other reason Lee is not a good
choice is that he was born in China and
grew up in Taiwan during the martial law
era. As a practical cultural matter, that means
he is viewed as a Mainlander with old KMT
connections. In the late 1960s when he made
police Captain, you did not do so unless
your KMT loyalties were clear. If the
government was really interested in unbiased
analysis, why chose an old KMT mainlander?
That makes his analysis suspect in the eyes
of many Taiwanese.

I always kind of laugh every time I hear
any local politico or government official utter
the phrase "we want the truth." The truth,
they don't want the truth. The whole thing
has been a typical comedy of errors. What
they want is a show, and for that, a celebrity
like Lee is good. So I guess in the end, he's
perfect for the cast of the Great Election
Saga of 2004.

Drian L. Kennedy 7s an attormey i
Zarwan, where he writes and teaches on
crunmal law and human 79041

en.pots.com.tw
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Salmonella or certain deat /,;,:.,

A stay at the Wanfang Hospital

BY HARTLEY POOL

S THE nurse stood by my intravenous

drip with a bottle of Clorox bleach and

a disarmingly unsure smile, I wished I'd
learned the Mandarin for "You're not going
to put that in the drip are you?" But I
hadn't, and in any case I was dying from
salmonella, so I just kept quiet.

Never ever, and I'll repeat that for
dramatic effect, never erer get so incredibly
drunk that you decide to order some kind of
food that you wouldn't usually eat if your life
depended on it. That's what happened with
me and the sea-snails. It landed me in
hospital for four days with what was finally
diagnosed as salmonella, but which I had
variously considered to be: a) Chronic Death
Syndrome, b) Extreme Chronic Death
Syndrome, or c¢) Just Plain Death.

When the confirmation of Salmonella
finally came back — it took 36 hours of
arse-squelching agony — my initial reaction
was not, "Thank God," but, "You mean I've
been through all that and I'm s#7 going to live"

The first day was the worst, as 1 had no
idea what a Taiwanese hospital would be like.
And my only memory of a foreign medical
facility came from visiting a friend in the
middle of the Hungarian countryside, so I
was understandably afraid. Thankfully,
Wanfang Hospital had actual beds, actual
nutrses, and when it was time for medication,
they didn't send a homeless man round with
a box of different colored tablets, telling you
to pick which ones you thought were yours.
Unfortunately, they also had a moaning old
man in the bed next to mine. After several
early morning hours of desperately trying to
ignore his cries of "Ayohhhhhhh" and his
chattering relatives, 1 rang the bell for the
nurse.

"Can you make him quiet?" I asked.

"He's dying," she said in surprisingly good
English, and, though my initial reaction
wanted to be "any idea what time? I'm trying
to get to sleep," I rather tendetly, I think,
said nothing and decided to put up with it.
He did die a few hours later, letting me rest.
During my few hours of unconsciousness 1
messed the bed; this may or may not have
been some kind of cosmic revenge for my
near indelicacy.

"If you are the same this afternoon the
doctor will do...examination," the nurse was
replacing my bed linen.

"What kind of examination?" 1 winced,
trying really hard not to let anything seep out.

"Rectal," she looked quite proud of
herself for coming up with the word.

I pondered the idea.

"Can you tell the doctor that if he sticks
anything up there, I can't be held responsible
for what might happen."

"What?" She was confused, I would have
to try simpler English.

"If he puts anything there, I might have
an accident."

"What?"

"If he puts anything up my bottom I'll
probably shit on him."

There, I think she understood that. In
any case, there was never any more mention
of rectal examinations. In fact they stayed
away from the whole subject of my rectal
area in general, and just let things work
themselves out as it were.

"It is salmonella poisoning," said the
doctor with a grin on his face, "we have
found it in yout... stool."

But as a fully-fledged hypochondriac,
who'd been laid up in bed for 36 with
agonizing stomach pains, 1 had other ideas:

"Are you sure it's not dysentery?" I

checked.

"No, not dysentery,"
he smiled and made to
move away.

"Appendicitis? I have
a specific pain on the left
side. Vety painful."

"NO."

"Aren't you even
going to check?"

He shook his head
sadly. He clearly had my
number.

"Not appendicitis.
Salmonella."

"Necrotizing phlebitis?"
I offered as a final
gambit

The doctor frowned.

"I don't know that. 1 A S
will... check it in the
medical encyclopedia.”

"Page 63," 1 offered
helpfully.

A few hours later he
reappeared to inform me that I did not have
the South African organ-eating virus, last
heard of in the 1850s. But by then I was
having other symptoms anyway.

"I'm," T gasped, not sure whether I was
putting it on or not, "short of breath.
Difficult to breathe."

"Yes?" I was relieved to see his look of
concern.

"Yes," I nodded emphatically, "yes."

"When did this start?"

"Two hours ago."

"You had this before?"

Ah...I considered lying, but couldn't
summon the energy.

"Well...sometimes, when I think about
breathing too much. Sometimes I find it
difficult to breathe all, but then something
takes my mind off it and I'm okay. Maybe.
Maybe it's in my head. I don't know."

He began to look unsure, so I gasped again
for effect.

"Okay, 1 order an ECG."

"Thank you."

Bingo! An ECG — they would be able
to tell if I had any heart problems. My
long-suspected hole in the heart would finally
come to light. At last I would be medically
exonerated, no longer would society look
down on me as the whinger or cast knowing
glances whenever I came down with another
"symptom." The assistant artived an hour or
so later with the contraption.

"Difficult to attach to you," he confided.
"You Westerner, very tall. Not so sure where
to put wires." He attached the rubber suckers
in various places over my body, then pulled
them all off and tried again.

"There! That's it."

He turned the machine on and a few
minutes later gave his horrifying diagnosis.

"All fine, no problem!"

"What?" 1 was incredulous, "and the hole?"

"There's no hole," he patted the machine,
"it's a new one."

By the third day, I was able to summon
enough energy to slowly move over to the
window and have a look out. It was a
wonderful blue-sky day. I could feel the
intense heat trying to get through the glass.
Outside, sixteen floors down, people were
milling about their business, coming in and
out of the 7/11, going to the local
restaurants, grabbing a bite at KFC. At which
point my stomach decided to remind me that
I hadn't eaten for three days. Up until that
point I hadn't even thought about it, and
hunger seemed a far-away, unfamiliar concept.

"Oh God," my system rumbled alarmingly.
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A faint, light-headed feeling washed over me.
I looked out again, but it was even worse.
Not only could I see people ecating inside
some of the restaurants, I could even...yes, it
was impossible but true, 1 could even s/
the food. And as I looked at KFC once
more, Colonel Sanders raised his head and
winked at me. At which point the nurse
walked in.

"You okay? You look like you got a
problem."

"Colonel Sanders is winking," 1 admitted,
"Colonel Sanders is looking at me and
winking."

"That's disgusting," said the nurse, possibly
not quite grasping the exact meaning of what
I'd said, and she stormed off to try and get
me committed.

The next morning, despite the
protestations of one of the nurses who
claimed that I had both threatened to
defecate over a doctor and was having
pornographic hallucinations, 1 was allowed
out.

I took a taxi home and staggered over to
my phone, in need of moral and emotional
support. My parents back in the UK, they'd
make me feel better, that good old blend of
care, wisdom and comfort.

"Hi dad."

"Who's that?"

"It's John, your son."

"Right, well the rugby's on."

"Oh...well, it's just that I've just come out of
hospital."

There was silence.

llDad?ll

"Sorty, we just scored a try. What was that?"

"I've just been in hospital for a few days,
I had salmonella."

"Well that was pretty stupid, wasn't it. I
told you to stay away from that stuff, me
and your mam won't touch it."

"Right, er, well I'm okay now."

There was silence.

"Dad?"

"Sorry, the adverts. What was that?"

"I'm okay now."

"Oh you think you're okay, but it always
comes back you know — your Aunt Edie
had it in her back for seventeen years."

I wept silently from my place stretched
out on the sofa — turned out we'd lost 56
to 17.

Hartley FPool writes and performs stand-up
comedy in Taper. Read more at www.
lardeypool.com. first FPerson is a page for
different ndividual experrences of Lving 2
Zarwan. Sead yours to extra@@llpao.com.




Cultural Production [Musicl

DJ Tiesto will play the Taipei World Trade Center Hall 3 this Saturday (Apr 17).

Tiesto: DJ or rock star?

An interview with DJ Mag's world #1
BY DAVID FRAZIER

J TIESTO, real name Tijs Verwest, comes to Taipei this

Saturday night not only as one of the wortld's most famous

DJs, but also with a PR campaign no other visiting record
spinner has ever had in Taiwan. Represented by international marketing
firm Leo Burnett, his pre-arrival campaign has included weeks of full
page ads (several in POTS), canvassing of mainstream media, and even
a press conference — something visiting D] almost never have here
(and maybe never. I can't remember a single instance). Maybe this
Heineken funded PR blitz, even more than his two time "World's #1
DJ" rankings by DJ Magazine, lets you know this is going to be a
different kind of DJ show. So far, it's looking more like a rock
concert. The 35-year-old native of Holland is coming with a
performance entourage of 23 people, and with the biggest main rooms
in Taipei only able to hold around 1,000, promoters have opted for
the huge warehouse space of Taipei World Trade Center Hall 3,
which is also in Taipei's glitzy zone just next to Taipei 101. The
show starts Saturday night (Apr 17) at 8pm, and tickets cost NT$1600
at the door, or NT$1300 in advance through ERA outlets. To find
out more, I caught up with Tiesto via a UK cell phone number that
somehow found him in Indonesia.

Q: Hi Tiesto. First, what can we expect from your set in Taipei?

T: I think I'm gonna play for two hours, and I'm gonna play all
the new tracks from my new album, the Just Be album. It's all
original music.

Q: Lately, you've been concentrating on only playing music you've
composed, is that right?

T: Yeah, definitely. You have these DJs — other DJs — they just
play records, but I think when you're a world class DJ, you should
play lots of your own stuff. That's what you're known for, not just
how you put your mix. It's all about playing your own records. That's
what I noticed that people want to hear — my music. [..he names a
bunch of his own albums.] I think that's the future of DJing, anyway.
The future of DJing, yeah.

Q: When you produce music, are you doing vinyl, CDs, or both?

T: Could you repeat that question?

Q: When you produce music, are you producing
CDs — the kind of stuff you can go to the record
store and buy — or are you producing vinyl —
records that other DJs will buy and put on their
turntables?

T: Actually both, yeah.

Q: Do you take different approaches towards doing
those two things?

T: Uhhhh....nope.

Q: I would imagine that vinyl is a different kind
of market than mass market CD outlets. [..I think he's
watching TV or something]

T: Uhhh..yeah. But I don't buy records anymore. I
just get everything sent. They send it all to my office,
and I just have to open the package.

Q: OK, so let me move on to another question.
You've been involved with trance for a long time.
How have you seen trance change?

T: Well, from the beginning of my career until
1995, 1 wasn't only playing trance but a mixture of all
new music together. And then in 1995 trance music
became really big, and I was really attracted to that
sound. But now the new trance is just a mixture of all
sounds again. I'm actually back to my roots at the
moment. Just trance by itself, it's boring to play the
whole night, I think.

Q: How do you define trance? Do you give it a
more technical definition, like it has to have a certain
number of beats per minute and a 4-4 beat?

T: No. I think, like, I bring people into trance.

Q: Aside from playing your own music, I've also
read that you've been bringing more live elements into
your music, like singer Kirsty Hawkshaw for example.
Is this another direction you're trying to develop?

T: Yeah, definitely. That's also part of the future.
The next step for me to develop myself as an artist is
to get more live elements into my DJ set.

Q: Any other live elements besides singers?

T: Yeah, hand drums. Not all the time though.
Like in Asia, it's my first time here, so I didn't bring
all the live elements. I wanna come first as a DJ, and
next year I'll come back with the live elements.

Q: Great....Okay, 1 have another question about
collaborating. A lot of DJs get famous by doing club
remixes for big pop stars, like Madonna, Janet Jackson
or whoever. You've done some work with Moby and
Sarah McLachlan. How important is that for a DJ?

T: I don't think you get famous by doing the
remixes for Janet Jackson or Madonna. You get first
famous, and then they ask you to do the remix. That's
what I've noticed. After you've produced a few big
tunes — a big hit, or a cool album — then somebody comes up to
you and asks you for a remix.

Q: Do you find that kind of work interesting?

T: Well, it's flattering when Moby calls you for a remix. So it's
good to do, but it's more good for your career. It's like the bonus of
being a famous DJ.

Q: On your record label, how many eclectronic music artists are
you producing?

T: Only for myself, actually. 1 have a lot of tracks that are only
for myself, no other DJ in the world can play that.

Q: When you're composing, do you play everything yourself?

T: The only thing I don't do myself now is the final mix now,
because that takes a lot of time.

Q: Before you got into DJing, did you have any other kind of
musical experience or training?

T: Um, no. Not really. I know how to play keyboards, but I'm
not very good at it.

Q: This is your first tour through Asia. How did you decide it
was time for a tour through Asia?

T: The good thing about this tour is that I do it with Heineken,
and they give me the opportunity to go on tour with the whole team.
We travel with 23 people. We have big screens, a big sound system.
If T came all by myself, that wouldn't be possible. But I can do a
really big show now. Because I wanna do it good, or 1 don't want to
do it at all.

Q: Speaking of big shows, 1 read you sold out a 25,000 person
stadium. Do you ever just play club sets anymore?

T: I concentrate on bigger shows now. They call me always a big
room DJ, because I only play big clubs and big stadiums. For the
music I play and the music, I need big rooms, lots of people. It's a
different atmosphere.

Q: How?

T: Well, the vibe's different because it's bigger. When you go to a
small club, people are more looking at each other and dancing. In a
big stadium, it's more like a unity feeling. Like an all together celebra-
tion.

PHOTO: LEO BURNETT




Pork with an herb crust covered in o ruspbery-musiur sauce.

Something to savor

Hao Yang's European home kitchen

BY HYATT LEE

THE DECOR at Hao Yang (If£%), also
known as VVG Bistro, is disarmingly casual.
The silverware is handmade, and the open
kitchen in the center of the restaurant,
surrounded with jars of herbs and spices, is
reminiscent of a country home.

Grace Wang, the manager and one of the
restaurant's five partners, says that the
restaurant originated when a group of friends,
most of whom work in interior design or
advertising, began talking about their fondness
for traveling in Europe and, of course, their
love of food.

The degage mood made its way into the
menu as well as the design. When the
restaurant opened in 1998, its simple tapas
and drink offerings began attracting customers,
but it didn't have a fully planned menu until
2002, when Fifi Lau, a chef from Hong

Kong, decided to join the team. Lau, one of
the five partners, has since left her chef post
to start a bakery.

Now, Hao Yang offers dishes from a
number of Mediterranean cuisines, though
there is a special bent for French cooking.
That said, the food is good, damn good-not
like the pale imitations found in many
"Western" eateries, nor do the dishes exhibit
that cloying sweetness common in local
versions of Western-style soups or breads.

Wang says that when they hire their
cooks, they look for people who are
passionate about food, and they reward many
on their staff with trips to France for
training at Le Cordon Bleu, one of the most
prestigious culinary institutes in the world.
Sdll, Hao Yang's partners have consistently
avoided an air of formality.

So try the lamb shanks covered in a
mushroom mousse, or the pork filet with an

Basketcase .

herb crust and a raspberry-mustard sauce, or
the grilled white snapper filet. Each dish is
served on a weighty, large plate, making the
portions look smaller than they are. Still, the
portions are appropriately substantial, though
nowhere near the
stuff-yourself-until-you-can't-move typical of
American restaurant chains. The attention to
detail is impressive. In addition, the plates are
matched with the colors and textures of the
food, effectively giving the finger to
uniformity.

The menu is a la carte, and set menus
aren't a part of the package. Still, be
prepared to spend some money here. A
minimal dinner with one main course truns
around NT$500 per person, and to take
advantage of a full spread, you'd have to
drop at least NT$1,500.

Hao Yang also offers catering services and
their weekend brunches are legendary.

You can find Hao Yang at 20, Alley 40,
Lane 181, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd (5117
FOZE R PRI B 181484055:205%), or call them
at 8773-3533. Enjoy!
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C:yv>Get Listed

POTS listings appear in the POTS print edition, on
the POTS web site, and on Microsoft Networks (MSN):
WwWww.msh.com.tw. If you are a group or an individual
putting on an event, there are three ways to submit:
1.PAID LISTINGS: Publication is guaranteed for all three
venues. Call to inquire: (82) 8667-6655 x243

2.BY EMAIL: POTS Extra's English language listings prints
submitted events at its discretion. Send to: extra@lihpao.com

3.DIY ON THE WEB: You can post your own events for free
in POTS Chinese online listings through an automated form at:
http://bbs. tublog.net/viewforum.php?f=22. Non-event
advertising is not permitted.




Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

* % Kyoto Jazz Massive -

Taiwan tour

Thurs, Apr 15 at Room 18, B1, No 18, Sung-
Shou Rd. (&JLTiMAZK185%%B1), no cover
Fri, Apr 16 at Saloon

Sat, Apr 17 at Naomi, B1, 65, Sec 1, Anho
Rd (LTl —E:655%), no cover, though
tables cost NT$2000 extra

The Kyoto Jazz Massive consists of two
brothers, Shuya Okino and Yoshihiro Okino,
both well-known DJs, producers, club-runners
and remixers - and not only in Japan. They
play a future jazz blend of jazz, bossa,
Latin and house, and are coming to Taipei
for three nights of free music to promote
their new club single Substream. Their regu-
lar club-nights in Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto
began in the early nineties, and their con-
cept of playing old and new full spectrum
sets was and remains a similar concept to
what you find in regular jazz-orientated club
nights like at the Mojo-Club in Hamburg, Bar
Rhumba in London, and Munich's Into Some-
thin'.

% % Mr. Eyeball Nightclub's -
Don’'t forget the people in
the shadows

ESE e ctid v prall/l o7 SN

Fri, Apr 16 at 8pm, Sat, Apr 17 at 3pm and 8pm
Red House Theatre (#Lf#(5), 10 Chengdu
Rd, Taipei (5EifiAREE1055%)

Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$500

Mr. Eyeball is the creation of Chen Bo-wei,
a multi-talented character of an alien
trapped on earth that makes his living as a
photographer. This is the second in his night-
club

series - a sort of variety show performance
involving both comedic drama and musical
performance. It involves a Mr. Eyeball love
story, and a maiden who's left unable to
take pictures in her pining for this mysteri-
ous stranger. In mandarin.

% % Thirst2004 with DJ

Tiesto

Sat, Apr 17 at 8pm

Taipei World Trade Center Hall 3 (&b fH 5t
5 LRSS = H), 6 Sungshou Rd (& Lififa
FHR65E)

Tickets: NT$1600, or NT$1300 in advance
Information: (02) 2772-1000

The world's #1 DJ as ranked by DJ Magazine,
Tiesto, comes to Taiwan in a mega-event in
a huge warehouse-like hall of the World
Trade Center. The local production company
involved is The Loop (which is closely tied
to Luxy), and the major sponsor is Heineken.
% Hengchun Talk Show 2004
Sun, Apr 25 from 1:30 to 2:30pm at Eslite
in Hsinchu GR&LEE#7)5), at 68 Hsinyi St,
Hsinchu (7 77 i {5 %5 {5 68 5% ), Ph: (03)
527-8907

Sun, Apr 25 from 4 to 5pm at Eslite in
Chungli (G4 5 AITE) at 501, Sec 2,
Chungyuan Rd, Chungli (BIFR - i RS —
F%50155%), Ph: (03) 468-0222

Independent record label Taiwan Colors Music
has just put out its third comedy/variety
show CD in the Hengchun Talk Show series.
It's a recording of southern Taiwan DJs (orig-
inally from pirate radio) who mix political
lampoons with rural pop culture and music,
basically making fun of everything. It's all in
Taiwanese. This tour takes the routines to
live audiences around Taiwan.

% %k Kupa Jazz Band

(AR S-S 1 5E)

4F24F (/) 8:00pm fTHEIES

Red House Theatre (#If#%1%;), 10 Chengdu
Rd, Taipei (&5Lrfil#BES1055)

Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$600 through ERA outlets

The Kupa Jazz Band is a 24 piece ensemble
founded in 1953 and was once a favorite
house band in the villas of Generalissimo
Chiang Kaishek. The group is now in its third
generation, but still plays lively jazz, swing,
and Latin jazz favorites.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLi{ - B IUE:34585155%1555)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum. Thursdays: bop JAZZ bossa
by H.M.S. JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES

JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: |-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.
% Blue Note

(EE5H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (4
i = B17159741)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (FEMzE e i 2s), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (HJLHTHAE&1015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge
NTS$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge
NT$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (& Lifi
R —Fr15255615)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Bands often play weekend
nights, Sunday afternoons, sometimes other
days as well.

* Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&dLTio 2 H#675%)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed Sun-
days. No cover.

% % The Living Room

N NEDE)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(ZZ]L
TR TR S R85 345

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Tuesdays: Acoustic Moods with
GREG TACKETT, blending Spanish, flamenco,
fingerpicking, and blues styles, 7:30 to 8:
30pm. Underworld Wednesdays: hip-hop with
STATES OF FUSION, 9pm to 12am, NT$200.
Thursdays: Showcase Jams, If you can play,
bring your instrument. If you can't, bring a
date. Fri, Apr 16: DOSED is a new guitar and
vocal duo with a touch of Coldplay sensibili-
ty. Nice melodies, interesting lines, and lots
of cool guitar effects, 10 to 11pm, no cover.
Sat, Apr 17: VITA-SOUL, sax guy Corbett Wall
(=15%3E) and his funky brothers (Aaron, Lan-
ny, and Daz) have put together a new
group, reviving old 1960's jazzy soul grooves,
10pm to midnight, no cover.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

CEUERIIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - &AL ST
FE— )

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies.

Y Peshawar

(P EC)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& dbrihliA RS
804:35%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, Apr 17: Teresa's Flamenco and
Akiko's Indonesian Dance. Sat, Apr 24: Poems
and Songs of KIMBO HU (i5f#5).

% Riverside Music Cafe
(MRS

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (SALTTTHENTIRES 3E24455257B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thurs, Apr 15: BANAI &
831, a soulful aboriginal female singer with a
full band behind her playing Taipei for the
first time in the Year of the Monkey. Fri,
Apr 16: J.E.G. JAZZ BAND. Sat, Apr 17: VI-
TAMIN (#Eftiar) and JIANG MEI-CHI (JT253H).
Sun, Apr 18: DONG YUN-CHANG (#fE 5 ).
Mon, Apr 19: Open Jam, 9pm, free. Tues,

Apr 20: ZHAO ZHI Bl (#§.2%%) and MENG LU
(#'§%). Wed, Apr 21: BRACES (*#) and SO
WHAT. Thurs, Apr 22: female vocalist
DESSERT (4 %%). Fri, Apr 23: REAL COLLEC-
TIVE jazz quartet. Sat, Apr 24: BACKQUAR-
TER (PU43f), hard rock. Sun, Apr 25: RUAN
DAN-CHING (ft)}&)-

% % Underworld

(o TikEr)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(JLiififiARE455%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250.

Thurs, Apr 15: SEMI-CON (“f:E#%), punk, and
FALL OF THIS CORNER (—[f.2Fk), emo-hard-
core. Fri, Apr 16: BACK QUARTER (PY43%),
hard rock. Sat, Apr 16: LADYBUG (&),
post punk, and 88 BALAZ (88H 4%y ), driv-
ing indie rock. Thurs, Apr 22: VITAMIN (b
@) and WOLF WHISTLE. Fri, Apr 23: girl
punk by three bands, BRACES (4°%), BB DAN
(BB ), and HOTPINK. Sat, Apr 24: CHICKEN
RICE (Z%ElRer), rockabilly, and SUGAR LADY.

Y% The Wall

(EH%)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (L 17 & Hiis %
PUE20055B1)

Ph:(02)2930-0162

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost

NT$50 less in advance, and the ticket price
includes one drink. Thursdays: Just | Cover,
bands play cover songs, NT $300 minimum.
Fri, Apr 16: YOU YUE YUAN (&%), SMOL,
and SO WHAT, 9pm, NT$300. Sat, Apr 17:
four mostly female indie rock bands - C MA-
JOR(C A7), PEPPERMINT (3#ifif %), PEPPER-
CATS ({#1#15), and BAD DAUGHTER (##:5i),
9pm, NT$300. Fri, Apr 23: heavy metal,
hardcore and nu-metal from CYNIC (K %),
NAO CHA (f#l]), BANJI ($iik%), and 666,
NT$300. Sat, Apr 24: female rock by TOKYO
BERO-DOKUSO, 69 ACROSS, a band of expat
womyn from Taichung, and TIN PAN ALLEY
(##%1F7), post rock.

% Witch House

(L HEE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(AL RS 35645 7557)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm.
Shows begin at 9:30pm and admission is
NT$250, one drink included. Thurs, Apr 15:
CHANG JIA (5E#H). Fri, Apr 16: YE SHU-YIN
& THE FIFTH YEAR BAND (RPN & 71 AR AR 44
[52), from guitar duets to electronic sounds.
Sat, Apr 17: A MOVING SOUND THEATRE (%
<~ Bj): music + dance by Scott on French
horn, Mia on vocals and movement, and also
hand drumming and other accompaniment.
Thurs, Apr 22: MAX & CLIFFORD JAZZ BAND,
a band led by American guitarist and pipa
player, Phil, and featuring two dogs named
after jazz greats. Fri, Apr 23: BIUNG (E %
&), the famed aboriginal musician and TV
show host is known for raucous live gigs.
Sat, Apr 24: PENG YU-WEN TRIO ((ZHPZEEG1-
—H#7%), a known jazz pianist, Peng takes to
the Witches stage for the first time along
with drummer Toshi Fujii and bass player
Jumbo Chiang (ZEfjiif).

Dance Clubs

% Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (LT
FHIE2255B1.21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19
building just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thrusdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500, drink incl.

% Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&dbiigfbig
% FR277557B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Open for
dinner from 5pm with a recommended menu
including "Latino sushi.” Tuesday: swing danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednesdays: CubaRi-
can Soul, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm.
Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you can drink,
men NT$500, women NT$200. Friday: Samba
Night, a samba Brazilian party, NT$500. Sat-
urdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, late night hip hop, cover
NT$500. Closed Mondays.

% Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St, Hsimenting,
Taipei (FALTTPEM ] E S B 725575F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A Hsimenting club that's taken over where
TeXound left off. House, techno, and trance
for a raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays.

Located in the Hsi Wu Building (74 it A )
across from the Lai Lai Department Store.
Sunday and Tuesday to Thursday: lounge
nights, all you can drink beer, NT$350 for
men, NTS$200 for women. Fridays and Satur-
days: club nights, open until 7am, NT$500,
NT$350 B4 midnight. Sat, Apr 17: Wet#3 for
Men Only with DJs DAVID S, JIMMY CHEN,
and VICTOR.

% Club 70s

Core Pacific Mall (5i%El), 12F, No 138, Sec
4, Pateh Rd, Taipei(/5]Lifi/ \FEH4E 38571 245)
Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Retro-classy, for more seasoned scenesters
(compare to the younger crowd next door at
Plush and the kids at Party Room). Resident
DJs SL and Kelvin spin house &tc. No cover,
but minimum purchase of NT$350/person re-
quired on weekends, one drink/person on
weekdays.

% Club Face

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei

(B AL T RS = BE217 553 — )

Capacity: 1000

Shut down at the beginning of the year, Tex-
ound lives again, now as Club Face. Sat, Apr
24: Follow Me Gay Party, a mix of progres-
sive, tribal, and tech house for the gay
crowd, info at www.followme-party.com,

NT $700 for men, NT$500 for men in ad-
vance, and NT $1000 for women (take the
hint: stay away!).

Y Eden

11F, 98, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd (JLT{ifZ#H
P PU B985 1144

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Recently reopened, now on the 11th floor
only. Still chic and kinda intimate. No cover,
minimum table charges, until 3am on week-
ends, closed Mondays.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (2L
el LIPS PR 755 218)

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.

* LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(AL A A PR P E 20157 FA)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Fri,
Apr 16: CONNECT, a night of house and
breaks from DJ JEFFREE, flown in from Bali,
plus the regular members of West Canada's
crew, Connect, namely DJs SAUCEY, COFFEY,
and TRIX, 50 T-shirts and other freebies to
be given away, NT$700.

% Ministry of Sound

310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (&L &
LA = 31055 > A H )

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The international chain of mega-clubs opens
a Taipei branch this weekend, promising to
offer Taipei's largest venue for electronic
dance music, all parties cost NT $350 B4
11pm, NTS$800 after.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(5-Giii/\[EEE4E 13857 1244)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, women free, men NT$500 w/ drink.
Sat, Apr 17: Rock Ya Booty Hip Hop Party
with DJs CHICANO, BUG, E-DRAGON, and KID,
women free, men NT$500, or NT$350 in ad-
vance.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd,
Taipei (FHbifi/ \FERR4E1 3857124%)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with ele-
ments of the stylish, the youngish and the over-
seas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the sound sys-
tem. Sunday to Tuesday and Thursdays: mini-
mum charge NT$350. Wednesdays: women get in
free for Ladies' Night. Fridays and Saturdays:
NT$700.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (HdbLriFd sl Bl
PUEZ1825%1F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Glowsticks if not gangsters. Resident DJs
Tiger and Stone spin progressive, breakbeat,
and tech house until 7am on weekends.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females free,
males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays: Disco
Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500 af-
ter. Closed other nights. Fri, Apr 23: 2FG5
Reborn Party, a recreation of the old G5 gay
parties at 2F, NT$600, or NT$500 in advance.




% Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - HLTifATER185%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT $500. Closed
other days.

*Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(AL LrE s 2B 218553B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are 9pm
to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and Satur-
days: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(GAb T LFE RS 1B415557B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and often
last) stop on the party express offers music
that's a bit dancier than at its sister club
(Roxy 99), but always including some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only:
NT$300. No entry without ID.

Y Rush

3F, 173, Sec 3, Huichung Rd, Taichung (&
TR = E1735731)

Ph: (04) 2381-6905

A warehouse style club in Taichung for house,
breakbeat, and other dance electronica.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&dbrifil
PR —E9155B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Music
is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n bass.
Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women
free, men NT$300. Saturdays:

NT $300, drink included. Sundays: NT $200,
drink included.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei
(BAETE RS —E24957B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

Classical

% Lu Chuan-sheng Music

Festival

Fri, Apr 16 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%% 5448E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

In the 1940s Lu became an influential force
in the development of choral music in Tai-
wan. This performance includes several com-
positions, including those for solo voices,
duets, and adults' and children's choirs.

% Peter Jablonski and NSO
Sat, Apr 17 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%% 54488)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Swedish pianist Peter Jablonski plays with the
National Symphony Orchestra, performing Nor-
wegian composer Edvard Grieg's immortal o-
pus, Piano Concerto in A minor as well as
works by Valen and Tveitt.

% % Don Giovanni

Fri, Apr 23 and Sun, Apr 25 at 7:30pm
National Concert Hall (%% 5448E)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

The National Symphony Orchestra brings a full
cast in this, the fourth production in its oper-
a series. The opera tells the story of fabled
womanizer Don Juan, turning on an instance
of seduction that leads to death. Later, Don
Juan is confronted with this deed, but shows
little remorse even as the gates of Hell are
opened before him. For this performance, the
classic story is given an Oriental setting. The
director is Stan Lai, a well known local figure
in contemporary comic theater. The conductor
is the NSO's own Chien Wen-pin.

B A

% Formula 17

(75EHTRZE

Playing at: Spot - Taipei Film House, (SG:EL#
JLEEiZEE), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
(AbrfirlEREs — B 185%) through Apr 23 daily
at 2pm, 4pm, 6pm, 8pm, 10pm (closed Mon-
days), Ph: (02) 2511-7786; and also at Warner
Village, Cinemart Living Mall, and Spring Cinema.
Taiwan, 91 min, by director Chen Yin-jung: In
a fantasy world (Taiwan) where heterosexuals

are extinct, Tien, a 17-year-old innocent goes
to the big city (Taipei) for a summer of love
and adventure. What follows is a romantic
comedy about his relationship with Bai, the
biggest playboy in town. The film is the first
production of 3 Dots, a local company making
films specifically for Taiwan's local market,
and the director, Chen, is a 23-year-old wom-
an making her debut as a feature length di-
rector. Mandarin with Chinese and English sub-
titles.

Y% Taiwan vs. Eastern

Europe Film Fest

Apr 24 to Jun 16

Spot - Taipei Film House, (St:%hits L& ZEH),
18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLrfir (L]
JLitg —B185%)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

Tickets: NT$180

The SPOT's latest film series pits 29 films
from eastern Europe against 8 from Taiwan in
something of a celebration of independent
and small market cinema. These films will
play in a revolving schedule for almost two
months, and most have English subtitles. Free
booklets available at SPOT and other locations
offer film descriptions in English, as well as
subtitle information. The Taiwanese films are
by the island's most famed art house direc-
tors, basically the ones that brought Taiwan
to international prominence during the last
decade or so through participation in Euro-
pean film festivals. There films are by Hou
Hsiao-hsien (City of Sadness , Good Man,
Good Woman, and The Puppetmaster), three
by Edward Yang (including the prize winning A
One and a Two), Wan Ren's Super Citizen Ko,
and Wu Nien-chen's A Borrowed Life. The
eastern European films include both recent
works and films from the mid-1960s. They
come from Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, the
Czech Republic, and Georgia. Directors include
Krzystof Keislowski (of the Red, White, and
Blue series), surrealist Jan Svankmajer, Czech
new wave filmmaker Jan Nemec, Oscar for
best foreign film winner Istvan Szabo (Mephis-
to), Ferenc Kosa, Miklos Jancso, Petr Vaclav,
Jan Hrebejk, Petr Zelenka, Andrea Sedlackova,
Jerzy Skolimowski, Krystof Zanussi, Arpad Sop-
sits, Emir Kursturica, and Julie Bertuccelli.

[] Ste

% % Theatre Babel - Ibsen - A

Doll's House

Thurs, Apr 15 to Sat, Apr 17 at 7:30pm, and
Sat, Apr 17 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(EE#515%), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&
Jeip i EE % 21.2.15%%) - on the south side of
the plaza

Tickets: NT$600

Founded ten years ago, the UK's Theatre Ba-
bel aims to reinvestigate and reinvigorate
classical theatre, employing an ensemble ap-
proach and very high production standards to
create work that speaks directly to a modern
audience. Ibsen's A Doll's House traces the
awakening of Nora Helmer from her unexam-
ined life of domestic comfort. Ruled her
whole life by either her father or her hus-
band, Nora must question the foundation of
everything she believes in when her marriage
is put to the test. Having borrowed money
from a man of ill-repute named Krogstad by
forging her father's signature, she was able to
pay for a trip to Italy to save her sick hus-
band's life. Since then, she has had to con-
trive ways to pay back her loan, growing par-
ticularly concerned with money....

% % 2004 Taiwan Women

Theatre Festival program
TR = L PSRRI A

Apr 1 to 25

Crown Art Center Theater (& 7f/NE[#5), Bi,
No 50, Lane 120, Dunhua N Rd (&dbrig kit
[#%1207:50%%B1)

Ph: (02) 2514-8486 ext.101

Tickets: NT$400

This festival was founded in 1996 in
pub/nightclub, focusing on theatre made local-
ly by women. This is its third holding.

Fri, Apr 16 to Sun, Apr 18 at 7:30pm: BODY-
ING, Tung Chu-feng's combination of multime-
dia arts with live performance, and MAGIC IF
by Chen Hui-wen about the senses of smell,
taste, and sound.

% Nacho Duato & Compania

Nacional de Danza

National Concert Hall ([ %44J5E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&dbidiLFE
#21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$400 to 2500

Spain's Compania Nacional de Danza was
founded in 1979 and has grown to become a
national emblem. The company has been led
since 1990 by Nacho Duato, a choreographer
who's achievements include some of the
world's top prizes (he's a Chevalier dans 'Or-
dre des Arts et Lettres, an award by the
French), and a force responsible for imbued it
with a new spirit of innovation.

ILLUSTRATION: - FLOATY

Whisky's lease
runs out ('0')!

BY QUEEN B

SO HOW was everybody's spring break in Kenting? I didn't
make it, but I heard that there were too many cops, that the
parties were okay, and that either way, people were psyched to get
out of the city for a change. Funny, but Taipei wasn't bad that
weekend. Danny Howells' show at MoS (Fri, Apr 2) was remarkable
and more than made up for missing Kenting. Saturday's Piercing
Party at The Whisky also was a hot night out. It drew a nice
crowd, and cool music plus a good vibe kept the party going 'til
the sun came up. But what no one knew was that it was one of
the last parties they'd have there. A bit shocking but true, The
Whisky officially closed down last Saturday (Apr 10), because the
property was owned by the government and the lease expired. What
a shame that another decent underground music venue is history, as
there are fewer and fewer places to go for a night of non-cheesy
music in town. However, seeing Ali B, a D] from England's top
notch underground club Fabric, play beautiful downtempo at The
Whisky's last night was definitely a special treat and also a perfect
ending. Hopefully the Whisky crew will come back with something
even better, and hopefully with a better name too.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

THIS WEEKEND @BACCHUS: Of the medium-sized dance clubs
in Taipei, Bacchus is probably the one that's been keeping it
non-commercial for the longest now, and I must give them props
for that. You can expect to hear decent music whenever you show
up, whether it's house, drum 'n bass, breakbeat, or hip hop. It's a
good place for sampling what up-and-coming local DJs have to
offer. Every Wednesday night for Sub Rosa, they have underground
house by DJs K Fancy and Coffey, and ladies get in free. This
Friday (Apr 16) is a drum 'n bass/breakbeat night - the only place
in town where you can get your monthly dose of d'n'b music. One
of the first DJs who introduced d'n'b to Taiwan, Da from England,
is on the line up along with some of the Taipei's best d'n'b/breaks
spinners including Umbra, Edmund, Em Lee, Flanky, and Danjah.
Saturday (Apr 17) is Girl Power, an all gitl D] night featuring DJs
Vesta, Nina, and Nancy and promising to give you a night of
sexy-groovy house that Tiesto couldn't give ya.

Tickets cost NT$350 before midnight, NT$500 after. Bacchus is
at B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (F5dbLTiAAZZRE2258B1.21).
D] DAN @LUXY (Sat, Apt 23): American west coast tave favorite
and DJ superstar, D] Dan is coming to town! His funky and
energy-driven techno/house music is awesome, and like his website
says, "he is a DJ for the people burning up dance floors around
the world." So watch out for him. Hopefully LUXY will put him in
the main room.

Tickets are NT$400 before 11, NT$700 after. LUXY is at 5F,
201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (L7 SEHESVUEL2015% FH).

STUDIO 54 @MoS (Sat, Apr 23 and Sun, Apr 24): Wow! What
a surprise to see Studio 54 on MoS's upcoming schedule. Never
seen a big disco party in Taipei before so this should be interesting.
Diva Jocelyn Brown and disco D] Bert Bevans are on the bill for
what's advertised as "A night of New York's legendary Golden
Disco party." Sounds pretty good to me. The only drawback is the
ticket price. On their web site they say, "we keep the right to
change the price". What the...?!

For now, tickets are the normal door price, NT$350 before 11,
NT$800 after. Ministry of Sound is at 310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in
Tachih (i |86 SE-E =4 310% » 721 8 A1)

FEmarl pour dance club news to o gueenb@@hoanarl com




Museums

% %k Museum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei
(HALEAETITE)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei ({5L11i103 K[ L
R TEE3955)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

SPELLBOUND AURA - NEW VISION OF CHINESE
PHOTOGRAPHY  ({Hjitfi A -- 3 \I@gsg i 51): A
blockbuster show on the state of contempo-
rary "Chinese” photography, including 12
artists from Taiwanese, 12 from mainland
China, and one from Hong Kong. It is co-cu-
rated by Taiwan's Yao Jui-chung and China's
Zhu Qi (4H). The show puts photography as
a sort of uber-media that transcends most
modes of artistic production today and af-
fects how we see the world. Through May 2.
% National Palace Museum
(BT = Abe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (& dLrit-#k
i R T RE22155)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

ADMINISTERING RIVERS IS LIKE GOVERNING A
STATE: an exhibition of river engineering
plans and related archival materials from the
Qing Dynasty. Through Apr 30.
*National Museum of History
(B 37 5% S A8

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&1L FEE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

AN EXHIBITION OF SUN CHIA-CHIN'S PAINTINGS
(FFEHERE). Sun was a Taiwanese artists
and graduate of National Taiwan Normal Uni-
versity. Through Apr 11. CENTENNIAL EXHIBI-
TION OF FAMOUS PRINTS (i f s 4417F R ):
this show includes 86 prints by 57 artists of
the 20th century's best known artists, includ-

ing Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso, Rene
Magritte, Marc Chagall, Salvador Dali, and
others, using printmaking as a window into
most major movements of the last 100 years.
Apr 16 to May 9. AFFECTIONATE HANDIWORKS
- TRADITIONAL CHINESE WOMEN'S ART (45 F4t,
B4 E): Apr 23 to May 30. ZEN AND
FLOWER - 2004 EXHIBITION OF CHINESE FLO-
RA ARRANGEMENT (jitfl 35 Eil 1, —2004 th % ff {5 24
fliff#): Apr 9 to 18. PALM UNIVERSE - AN EX-
HIBITION OF ARCHERS THUMB RINGS, SNUFF
BOTTLES AND JU-l SCEPTERS (f5 557 - 4545 ~
-~ B k52 ). handicrafts from an the
late Ming and early Ching - an age of pros-
perity, Apr 23 to May 30. THE EXHIBITION OF
INK STICKS (EiRHZ 20ot-2): through May 2.
% % Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHIZIEAGAR)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLtfith
L =B 18155)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

REFLECTIONS OF THE SEVENTIES TAIWAN
EXPLORES ITS OWN REALITY: Amidst social
change art was by turns influenced by West-
ern abstraction and representational styles.
The show includes painting, photography, ce-
ramics and other media. Through May 9.
CONTEMPORARY INK PAINTING AND INK IN
CONTEMPORARY ART: a look at the works of
13 artists born between 1940 and 1965, and
the way they used traditional Chinese brush
painting in a modern context, especially dur-
ing the 1980s. Through Apr 25.
PHOTOGRAPHICA AUSTRALIS: a traveling ex-
hibit displaying modern Australian society
through the eyes of 13 Australian artists.
They focus on: 1) Biodiversity, 2) Art and
Suburbia, and 3) Intersections (such as Con-
sumerism vs. Culture and Individual vs. Politi-
cal). Through Apr 18.

READINGS OF PEOPLE:  FAMILIARITY AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PER-
MANENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on
the theme of people and their surroundings.
The exhibit covers a wide range of styles
and mediums from posed portrait paintings to
installation and performance. As a piece of
art speaks to each viewer it hopes to stir
curiosity about each persons life and their
relationship to their surroundings. Through
Sep 26.

Galleries

* Eslite Gallery

At AT

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (L%
1S —E:24357B2)

The Voice of Generation Next #7293

POISH

It ROYALE

Ph: (02) 2775-5977

VOUS ETES TOUS PHOTOGENIQUES: an exhibi-
tion by photographers Agnes Lautier and
Christophe Eyquem and filmmaker Manon
Garceau. Apr 17 to 25.

% FNAC - Asia World
(MR B LB E)

B1, 337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (&L
e S R — B 33775B1)

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

SHI PENG-HONG'S TAIPEI JOURNAL OF WOM-
EN'S IMAGES: a series of 30 black and white
photos relating to women and Taipei.
Through May 15.

*Home Gallery

(K HER)

30-1, Sec 3, Chungshang N Rd, Taipei ({Lif7
P LHEES —EE30.2.15%)

Ph: (02) 2591-4302

DANIEL LEE - MIRROR IN THE DARKROOM:
Lee's "Chinese Zodiac" series of digitally ma-
nipulated photos from 1994 to 1996, in which
humans are mixed with animals. Through Apr
25.

*IT Park Art Gallery

()

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLifiFHmE40552-34)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

CHEN SHUN-CHU SOLO EXHIBITION - JOUR-
NEYS IN TIME: Chen continues his exploration
of nostalgia and loss through black and white
photographs from his real past, Apr 17 to
May 15.

*Lin and Keng Gallery
(RARAHIER)

1F, 11, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd (&L
B —EE2528:115%)

Ph: (02) 2750-8811

THREE MARKS: A SOLO EXHIBITION BY HUANG
CHIH-YANG ( # #( % )- Huang makes large
paintings that seem somewhere between pro-
cess art and Chinese calligraphy. They are
done on swaths of rice paper measuring
more than two meters on a side. These are
covered with invented characters that work
as both pattern and capsules of symbolic
meaning. Through Apr 25.

* Taipei Artists Village

(B ALBIEREEFi )

7 Beiping E Rd (L iiiL R ES757)

Ph: (02) 3393-7377

DREAMSCAPE (% %]%7%7): A show of video
works by three artists. The Nuclear Train by
Daniel Saul(UK) shows, in the artists words,
"the central character's inability to deal with
his parental responsibilities forces him into a
surreal dreamscape.” One Head in the Grave

by Andreas Constantinou (UK) was created
"through a series of physical tasks given to
the performers on separate and joint occa-
sions... A relationship develops between
two although they are never in contact with
each other, between them the space that
links them, between the space and them the
tension.” Portraits of Angels (Austria Version)
by Chen, Cheng-Tsai([# -2} - Taiwan) is an
attempt at portraiture through video. The
subjects are the residents of a home for the
mentally disabled, whom Chen describes as
"innocent and endowed with angelic quali-
ties". Through Apr 28.

% TIVAC

(GEEEHRE L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104&L
TR S 452957 148)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

ORDALIE: a show of the works of Jean-Michel
Fauquet, arranged in part by Taipei's Alliance
Francaise. Through Apr 29.

% Corrections

Last week's article "SAM2 and Biki" incorrectly
put SAM2's age at 33. He is 31. In the same
issue (POTS #304), the Listings had the lead

vocalist of A Moving Sound Theatre as Lily,
though it should have been Mia.

% Advertise in POTS Extra
POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-
native views. Weekly distribution to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. To ask about ad rates, how to be-
come a POTS distributor, or how to sub-
scribe, call: (02) 8667-6655 x207 (Chinese) or
x225 (English).

% Psychotherapy: free consul-

tation

POTS accepts Taiwan-related articles of pecu-
liar interest, as well as drawings, photos,
and submissions other content intended for
publication, though no large attachments
please. Also, if you think it would be kinda
cool to work for POTS (and it is), and you
have another source of income (because
you'll need it), you could be our perfect edi-
torial intern, but only if youre smart, into
subcultures, and have Chinese language skills.
Email your stuff to: davidfrazier@lihpao.com.

Taipei's hest music info, free in more than 120 locations, like:

All Eslite Book Store locations, all FNAC department stores, all Seattle Coffee locations,Riverside Cafe,B1, 2, Lane 244,

Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd (Z Hf#& i = E£244#2%7B1), Tungnanya Movie Theater, 3, Lane 136, Roosevelte Rd (7 {5 2% U &
136&:3%%), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1, Hoping W Rd (#1F P &1 £ 50%%), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd (1t R EE75%),
Seattle Coffee, 1F, 23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (2 Z P& —E£23%%142), Museum of Contemporary Art, 39 Changan W Rd
(FRZ P #395%), New York Bagels, 28 Yitung St ({#i&5285%), Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd (f 1|
b =E£181%%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (#1112 —EZ18%%), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,
Sungchiang Rd (#A5T#&97#:95%14%), Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 39, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({8 BL 55 B — 2395k 748),
G’ day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (1% f7180%%), The Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5, Nanjing W Rd (B & 3 % 1 FZ 857 31%),

Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St (ZRIE#40&235%), Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (ki A#8455:B1), Grandma Nitti’ s, 8,
Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Efik #93#8%%), Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng St (SR 67%%), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang St (32 & #11235%),
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd (Z#1#& _f114-116%%), Mono Mono, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, Anho Rd
(ZFNEE—Er127#29% 175%) Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (R #8#%10%5%), Carnegie’ s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Rd (Z A& _E&
100%%), The Shannon, 6 Tunhua N Rd (B4t it #&6%%), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd (8 &1t % 1665%)
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FEaf:(02)2368-7310 $300 (HFEAEL)
[ Jupgei

0:30pm b Fiiter

HLTHATARS 45 5% Bl

a1 2369-0103 $250 (k)

O ERITE & AERKLERK
9:30pm ZZAALE

LT A F i =B 56 4% 7 5%
Bali - 2362-5494> $250

@ TEW B KIE

9:30pm 44N EHE
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RS (02)2738-3995

@®Hoy Shot

10:30pm ZZEF{HE4
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I can sit down in my seat...
hear that dirty filthy beat!
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4 H 24 H(7X) 10:00pm~4:30am

Party Room (HLTH/\EERHEPUES 138 55T
HERY 10F)

YEEEERS . (02)3762-1600 B(02)
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