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Get out of my way: Pingdong County prosecutor Lin Ji-quan allegedly searched o Taipei DJ's room in Kenting last weekend without showing police ID or producing a warrant. Pingdong prosecutors said the
search was "legal" as there was suspicion of drugs and the search was "urgent." PHOTO: CINDY LU

The fun you missed in Kenting last weekend

HE LOOP'S 18-wheeler mobile rave
T truck, Love Shuttle, turned into "big

trouble on wheels" last weekend in
Kenting (Apr 2 to 4), as the cops shut down
the free, drug-free party Friday night. It was
one of several bids for positive electronica
PR that took a nosedive. Taiwan's major
media, sending reporters down to cover the
spring break beach weekend as a story of
drug binging college students, did just that.
So Spring Scream, the music festival which
passed for a tenth year without incident, had
its name dragged in the mud alongside the
raves as a drug fest again, though the only
thing in the mud on the concert site was the
naked Japanese guitarist Kentaro Saito, who
was awesomely weird for the second year in
a row (see page 20 for more on Kentaro).

The weekend's rap sheet shows that
police, using plain clothes and uniformed
officers, netted 42 people for drug crimes,
mostly possession, out of an estimated 8,000
partiers that flooded into the town. This does
not mean drug use was down. I probably
could have caught more myself, and that just
includes people I know. Busts were mostly
confined to two parties, Moonlight 4, an
all-night rave put on by Taipei promoter
David Jr., who didn't even bother to go
down to Kenting, and Room 18's Babewatch
hip hop event on Hsiaowan Beach. Drugs
confiscated included small quantities of
cannabis (12.7 grams and three joints), ecstasy
(64.7 grams), ketamine (60.5 grams), and
recreational prescription drugs. Basically, it
was a little more than last year, but still not
much. Police also said total attendance was
down from last year as many colleges no
longer offer a three day holiday for Tomb
Sweeping Day.

The weeken'ds largest crowds were at
Moonlight 4 and Babewatch, which attracted
around 3,000 people each on Saturday night,
according to police estimates. Spring Scream
drew in up to 2,000 on Saturday and around
a total of between 2,500 and 3,000 individual
visitors over the ten days it was held (Mar
26 to Apr 4), according to organizer Jimi
Moe. D] @llen's Love Mobile generated some
fun by driving up and down Kenting's main
drag and playing music Saturday night, and
DJ Datk's Free From Fun was chill, day-lit,
and free on Baisha Beach. Though good
events, these last two didn't change many
attitudes. The police continue to frown on all

night " yzorou parties" (FEIAPEER), reserving
their good will towards the rock 'n roll only
and midnight-ending Spring Scream. At the
Hengchun Police Station, which holds
jurisdiction over the beach town, deputy chief
Deng Ming-zong (BHAR) said, "If every
event was like Wade [Davis' and Moe's
Spring Scream)], there wouldn't be a problem."
The festival itself was a blast. Unfortunately
most of Taiwan's other 22.5 million have a
different impression of chunticrr naban (%j?
ﬂl’ﬂﬂ}ﬁ), as the event is known in mandarin.
Last Monday, Moe said he was considering a
press conference to clear the event's image.
Spring Scream has never done this for local
media before, but as the media usually needs
to be hand led, I would consider this a good
thing. -LDayad Frazier

Authorities accused of

illegal search

Back to the Love Shuttle. The event's
organizers have accused a group of Pingdong
County prosecutors and police of conducting
an illegal search of one of their DJ's rooms
without a warrant. Pingdong County
prosecutors said that prosecutor Lin Ji-quan
(7F7F::;b7‘?<) led the raid and called the search
"legal," though they also admitted that the
search was conducted without a warrant.

After the Love Shuttle stopped playing
music in a lot at the north end of Kenting
last Friday night (Apr 2) around midnight, a
group of 15 prosecutors and police appeared
on the scene as party staffers cleaned up the
garbage, said organizers The Loop. Lin, the
raid leader, approached a rental cottage
adjoining the site where DJ Vertigo, real
name Wu Pei-hao (B2555%), was staying.
Claiming suspicion of drugs, Lin forced his
way into the room despite Wu's refusal.

"He didn't have a warrant and he also
refused to show me his ID," said Wu,
describing his encounter with Lin, who was
not in uniform. The failure to show
identification was illegal, he said.

Subsequently, Wu and Zheng Bo-ren (&
T@{:), another of The Loop's staff in the
room, were forcibly made to kneel as their
belongings were strewn around the room, the
two claimed.

No drugs were found during the search,
and no charges have been filed by
prosecutors against either Wu or Zheng.

However, the pair filed a complaint later
that night against police at the local Kenting
precinct station.

Pingdong prosecutors defended the search.
"Under certain circumstances, prosecutors are
allowed to use their own judgment to
conduct searches," said Liu Zong-ching (FI5=

P, head prosecutor at the Pin%don District
Public_Prosecutors Office (R E T
TREE).

The legal basis he claimed was article 131
of the Criminal Procedure Law, which states
that prosecutors do not need warrants in
situations whetre a criminal could flee or
conditions are otherwise "urgent" (iZiH).

"Suspicion of drugs" was also an
important motivation behind the search.
Given the history of parties playing electronic
music in Kenting, Liu said the probability of
finding drugs was "relatively high." -2/

Hong Kong Film Festival

I am writing at press time after the April
6 opening of the 28th Hong Kong
International Film Festival, long one of Asia's
premiere festivals. It opened earlier tonight
with Mainland director Li Shaohong's film,
LBaober i Love, one of the worst I've seen
in a long time. Originally run pre-1997 by a
government arm, The Urban Council (now
called the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department), the festival was recently taken
over by a non-profit organization. Next year,
like Taipei's Golden Horse, it will go fully
private, undoubtedly on the wings of its
major sponsor for the past few years, Cathay
Pacific. Noting a post-SARS business
recovery, the chairman of the Hong Kong
Arts Developmental Council (organizer of the
festival) remarked at the opening that "it
cannot always rely on the government or
individual organizations to promote arts
development effectively.”

Interesting this year is a new effort to
preserve experimental Hong Kong films made
in the 1980s. Also, with few spectacular
features premiering at the festival,
documentary and avant-garde (these days
made only on video, unlike in the 1980s) are
a certain attraction, including two Taiwan
documentaries, Gz7 of Lie (Wu

Yu-feng, 2003) on the 1999 ecarthquake and
Shattered Dreams (Lee Daw-ming, 2003) on
Thai workers in Taiwan. -Clarles Leary




BY BRIAN L. KENNEDY

AMBROSE BIERCE, the celebrated and
cynical wit of the eatly 1900s, defined "the
vote" as "the instrument and symbol of a
freeman's power to make a fool of himself
and a wreck of his country." His definition
well fits the situation here in Taiwan given
the events of the recent election. Last week
in this column I talked a bit about the
criminal justice side of the election, i.e. the
handling of the shooting incident on election
eve. This week I want to talk a bit about
the election's legal side.

The first thing to mention is that the
rule of law almost suffered a fatal stroke
during the two wecks following the March
20 vote. That fatal stroke, which fortunately
"missed," was the attempt by the Legislative
Yuan to retroactively amend the Elections
Code in order to allow the Central Elections
Commission to do a recount under its own
authority. Fortunately, as is the norm in the
Legislative Yuan, nothing came of the idea.
But it was being seriously discussed.

If the law had passed, the government
would have set a horrific precedent of
having the Legislative Yuan simply
retroactively change the law whenever
something happens that does not suit it. The
problem is the retroactivity of the plan. The
legislators didn't like the outcome of the
election, so the solution was to go "back in
time" and change the election rules until
they got the outcome they wanted. Moves
like that are the stock in trade of

The legislature goes "Back

Misguided thinking in the election's aftermath

dictatorships and banana republics. The mere
fact that it was being discussed at all shows
the lack of commitment to a rule of law by
the Taiwanese people and their "duly
elected" representatives.

On a personal note, I have made a habit
of smirking, coughing and otherwise showing
my disbelief every time some local official
tells me to my face that "oh, the rule of
law exists in Taiwan." What I am usually
thinking is, "yeah, in your dreams," or if I
am in a harsher mood, which 1T often am, I
simply mutter under my breath, "bullshit."

Returning to legal matters. So after the
"Back to the Future" plan fell by the
wayside, the next move was of coutse to
head off to the High Court. The High
Court, rather than the District Court, has
initial jurisdiction on legal challenges
pertaining to a presidential election. The
initial law suit was brought by the KMT
after the election results were announced but
before the Central Election Commission
certified the results. Ever alert on how to
avoid involvement in anything that matters,
the High Court dismissed the suit saying that
until the Central Election Commission
certified the results, there was nothing to
contest. Legal scholars kind of laughed at
this, because, as a practical matter, when the
Central Election Commission announced the
winner on the night of the election (Mar
20), for all intents and purposes, they
certified it as well.

Well, six days later when the Central
Election Commission "officially" certified the

to the Future"

results, the KMT attorneys scurried back to
court. (As an aside, I hope the attorneys got
their fees "up front" from the KMT, as I
have heard the party is a bit short of cash
nowadays.) This time the High Court agreed
to hear the case. The relevant law here is
Article 104 of the Presidential and Vice
Presidential Election and Recall Law, from
which I will quote the following official
English translation, which, uh, needs work.
(As another aside, the Taiwanese government
routinely pays local law firms, usually Li and
Lee, very large amounts of money for
translations of Taiwanese law. For that large
fee they get translations like the following,
another good example of your Taiwanese tax
dollars being dicked away.) The article states:
"When an elected official has one of the
following deeds (sic), the election or recall
organ, the prosecutor, or a candidate may,
within thirty days after the proclamation of
the list of the elected officials, sue for the
nullification of the election in a court with
competent jurisdiction: 1.The number of
ballots won by the clected official is so
inaccurate (sic) as to have affected the
election results." What they are saying in
their own Chinglish way is, if the plaintiff
can make a showing of facts which prove,
to some unstated level of proof, that the
results are inaccurate, then the court can
order a recount. And that is where we will
leave the exciting tale for now. But don't
miss next weeks exciting installment: The
High Art of Judicial Dithering.

Lrian L. Kennedy is an attormey in
Zarwan, where he writes and teaches on
crunmnal law and hLuman 179041 ISSUES.
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The headhunter follows up

A blown chance for what | really want, more money

BY CLARENCE WASHBURN

'™M STARING down at my neatly empty
Icoffee mug and idly wandering whether or
not I should make some more coffee.

Then the phone rings. After checking the
time, to make sure it couldn't be anybody
making the unreasonable demand for me to
think, I pick up.

"Hello."

"Hello, am 1 speaking to Clarence
Washburn?" The voice at the other end is
hushed and paranoid. It wouldn't be out of
place giving a ransom demand.

"Uhh, yes."

"Clarence, this is Daniel Headberg from
Headberg, Headberg & Headberg Associates.
Are you safe to speakr"

I instinctively crouch down and scan the
office suspiciously from behind my monitor.
"Yes, I think so." Now my voice is
hushed, too. Wait a second. Who the hell is

this guy?

"Good. 1 just need to fill in some of the
blanks in your resume. It says here..."

Huh? I look down again at the notebook
where I've just absent-mindedly scribbled the
guy's name and it finally dawns on me: the
headhunter. He called last week out of
nowhere, we chatted for a few minutes, I
shot over my resume and we agreed to talk
again at a later date. 1 was skeptical at the
time, but had since learned from a friend
that he really was looking to fill a job in
Hong Kong, basically the same shit I'm doing
in Taiwan at four times the money.

During the time it takes me to put this
together, the headhunter keeps talking. He
finishes now, with, "..so just go ahead and
describe the main duties at your cutrent job."

I mumble something, pause for effect,
then, realizing that what I've just said makes
no sense, continue by mumbling something
different. Fortunately, the headhunter appears
to be a charitable sort.

"Yes, I saw on your resume that you're
the chief editor at your company, but that
you also do sales and some research. So,
presumably, you're working at a fairly small
research house."

Hell yes, we're a fucking small research
house — more a research shed, really, with
fewer employees and a smaller payroll than
the typical janitorial staff at one of our
competitors. We're like the rag-tag team of
misfits and losers that always use their
ingenuity and spunk to beat out their bigger,
better funded competitors in movies like The
Bad News Bears, Revenge of the Nerds,
Little Anal Annie, etc., except that we never
win in the end. We rarely even try.

"We like to think of ourselves as 'up and
coming, I say. The trite shit that escapes
my mouth amazes me sometimes.

"Yes, well...blah blah blah...this is a
fantastic opportunity to advance your careet....
world class company... bleat bleat... climb the
corporate ladder...etc. ad nauseum"

He tells me that I'll be receiving an
editing test and implores me to take it
seriously. Just so long as I do, he promises,
we'll be discussing contract details over Dom
Perignon in no time. I never get the chance
to take him up on that. When the editing
test comes, I do anything but take it
seriously. I never speak to the headhunter
again.

It's two months later and I'm drinking
overpriced Heinekens in Lan Kwai Fung with
a friend who's visibly aged since he moved
to Hong Kong two weeks ago. He had been
doing the same shit as me in Taipei, before
he moved here to take a new, well-paying
job at a big international house. So far, he's
hating life. Sixteen-hour days surrounded by
guys that would make good Nazis if only
they would lighten up a bit, no good drugs,
living in squalor in Causeway Bay, etc. Oh
yeah, the job he took is the one that the
headhunter had called me about.

This should be my cue to expound on
the duplicitous, backstabbing and all round
fucked up nature of the industry, but there
will be better times for that. First, the
headhunter: yes he was, and still is, I'm sure,
a slimy, little rat fart of a man. But there
was never any question about that, and hence
no danger, like a toy poodle yapping at you
from behind bars. My friend, meanwhile,
never went behind my back. In fact, he was
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the one that gave my name to the
headhunter in the first place, mostly because
he didn't really want the job. It just turns
out that I was even more apathetic than him.

So he took it. Probably because his
working environment in Taipei was even
worse than mine. As opposed to the
atmosphere of hopeless boredom I'd grown
used to, he had to put up with a corporate
culture molded from China's cultural
revolution — senseless, bloodthirsty chaos
under the helm of a mad tyrant — and with
equally shitty pay. I always thought he was
exaggerating, but then the mad tyrant bought
us out. On our first day after the merger, he
came through the office, handed out cafeteria
trays, and warned that if we failed to use
them, we'd be fined NT$5000. Seriously.

So that brings me back to Hong Kong.
I'm listening to my friend commiserate about
his miserable, slavish life. And I'm looking at
him, the burnt out shell of his former self.
But all I can think is what a lucky bastard
he is. This could've been me.




Kentaro Saito of Dynamite Club rocking near-naked in the mud.

PHOTOS: DAVID FRAZIER

The future of live "music"

LITTLE less than three years ago,
A sci-fi guru William Gibson wrote, "The

Japanese love 'futuristic' things
precisely because they've been living in the
future for such a very long time now." In
this spirit we review two bands that played
at the Spring Scream music festival in
Kenting last Saturday (Apr 3). The New
York band Dynamite club was led by
Japanese Kentaro Saito through a spasmatic
set of nudity and mock-kung fu in the mud.
It was very in your face, maybe like what
punk rock used to be. Meanwhile SAM2 and
Biki, two noise musicians from Tokyo, played
using gadgets for instruments, but at the
same time were just as much about their live
video game fighting. The sets were very
different, but the one thing in common was
that you had to see them live. At a time
when everything is recorded, these were
music performances that can't be captured.
They were reasons to actually go to a show
for a change, reasons why music is not
doomed to go stale.

Dynamite Club
BY ANDY O'BRIEN

At last yeat's Spring Scream, Kentaro
Saito hit the stage wearing what he usually
has on for gigs, his guitar and a pair of
tighty-whites with his band's name written
across the ass: Dynamite Club. He had no
sooner strummed three chords than he threw
the guitar down and began swinging from
light racks above the stage. In the meantime
drummer Mike Pride screamed and grunted
as he nailed the drums. Toward the end of
the show, the two jumped into the mud pit
in front of the stage and traded spin kicks
and pile drivers.

Earlier that day I'd met Pride, who is
based with the band in New York. He told
me: "Yeah man, we'te jazz musicians trying
to play punk. That, and we'll give you kung
fu lessons. By the way, we don't have a
bass, or a bass player right now. Do you
know where we could locate these objects?"

I answered that my band's bass player
was too drunk, but that earlier a guy who'd

been offered me weed said he played bass.
"Great! Thanks man!" he said.
Dynamite Club was on the first leg of

their 2003 World Domination Tour at the

SAM2, playing Dragonball or his PDA? N

time. When Pride told me of his past
musical projects, I was floored. The resume
included several years on the New York City
avante guard jazz circuit and stints with
Trevor Dunn of Mr. Bungle Dunn and
Millions of Dead Cops.

Later that afternoon 1 located the

Canadian dealer/bass player and the band
hustled him into the woods for a last minute
rehearsal.

"It's okay!" Pride called over his shoulder,
"We never rehearse anyway!"

The set ended with the Canadian stoner
playing a five-minute bass solo while Pride
and Saito traded pro-wrestling moves.

But this is not to say that Dynamite
Club's music doesn't have structure.

"Kentaro writes the score for every song
very neatly and precisely," said Byrne Klay,
the regular Dynamite Club bass player who
came to Spring Scream with the band last
weekend. Lying around their hotel room, they
had pages of musical tablature with vatious
parts written in: "bass line a la Prince",
"heavy metal guitar fill", and also bars just
basically full of notes. "But you wouldn't
know it from secing our live set," he
continued. "Everyone goes off in all
directions, playing their own thing. Kentaro's
off somewhere with his ass hanging out.
Whatever."

The Dynamite Club's latest seventeen
track CD, /s Actually Decper 7Than Mosr
LPeople Think, tips through every possible
musical genre that counts: surf, country, jazz,
punk reggae, metal, funk, "retard-core" — it's
all covered. The disc hasn't left my player
since 1 got it last weekend. From the bouncy
opener, Friend of a Friend, to the bizarre
ragamuffin reggae tune, Drinkin Drivin, the
insanity doesn't let up. I see it as the perfect
gift for a friend or family member with
ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder).

The day of Dynamite Club's show last
Saturday in Kenting, it poured rain around
midday. Later that night as they were about
to hit the stage, Pride looked at the pit of
muck in front of stage and shook his head.
"Ummm...maybe we'll keep the kung-fu on
the stage this year," he said turning to
Kentaro. But that didn't stop the diapered
Kentaro from rolling in the mud and
challenging the crowd of Taiwanese kids.
They parted like the Red Sea every time the
maniacal, mud-covered Japanese dove into.
The kids grinned at each other as Kentaro
squatted on the stage and leered, wildly
thumping his package on the stage floor to



Cultural Production [Musicl

the beat of Pride's frantic drumming (Kentaro
had stuck his guitar's wireless pick-up in his
underpants). Then Pride ran up behind
Kentaro and pulled down his skivvies to give
the audience a quick peek. "Alright!" he
shouted as Kentaro snarled and writhed
around the stage, "This next song's called
Butthole! 1,2,3,4...!"

Dynamite Club 7s on the web at www.
drnamuteclub.com. Andy OBren is the
vocalist for the Taper-based punk band 7he
Deporred,

SAM2 and Biki
BY DAVID FRAZIER

On stage at Spring Scream last Saturday
(Apr 3), two Japanese noise musicians SAM2,
and Biki, performed a 30 minute set using a
PDA (personal digital assistant) and Nintendo
Gameboy for instruments, but that's not what
it looked like. Visually, SAM2 was a cartoon
fighter blasting invisible energy rays; Biki was
absorbed an off-the-shelf video game device
that may as well have been controlling him.
In that sense, it was like Chinese puppets for
the digital age. What it sounded like was an
action scene from a sci-fi movie.

Biki, 23, is a student a Tokyo university
for the arts who's more into sound art than
what he's supposed to be studying, design.
Using a regular Gameboy, he plays
percussion. He's able to do this using a
special software cartridge designed a few
years ago by a German graduate student,
Nanoloop.

Nanoloop has been used more famously
by Aphex Twin, a UK artist known for
ambient electronica, one of Japan's more
famous names in noise, Merzbau, and others.
The software uses the Gameboy's four sound

chips to turn the gadget into a sequencer
and sampler controlled by the four-directional
controller and two fire buttons, "A" and "B".
The sound quality is 128 bit, which is
considered on a par with what you hear on
CDs. On the screen in its most basic mode,

the software shows a blank sequence of 16
slots that can be filled in with sounds made
by using the controls (one sound per slot).
Sequences can be easily stored, activated, and

Biki p]uys percussion an a Gameboy.

deactivated, so anyone with videogame-nimble
fingers can just play out the sounds. When
Biki plays his Gameboy on stage in Kenting
last weekend, he may as well have been
playing Super Mario Brothers. It looked
exactly the same.

SAM2, 33, is the cartoon complement to
Biki, the real, live character. He's got blond
flame hair, and his sounds were linked to
Dragon Ball-esque fighting motions, sort of
like he was shooting energy rays across the

stage. On his wrist, he wears a rollerblading
glove with a PDA in a bright red plastic
case attached. That's his instrument. He plays
it with a guitar pick on his index finger,
controlling the sounds by moving the sensor
across the touch screen. At the same time,
he swings his arm in wide arcs as if sending
out blasts from this (truly) cybernetic fist.

The PDA is wirelessly connected to a
laptop computer through infra-red network
equipment. The computer is running one of
the more popular prosumer sound programs,
Reaktor. His preprogrammed settings there
are what actually generates the sounds,
though his index finger still plays them. He
said he developed the system because "most
digital artists use a notebook. It looks so
emotional. But I want to express! I want to
movel!"

SAM2's regular band of the last eight
years is DDDAO. Though the music is noise,
performances are very visual. The group's
other member is SAM1, who "plays nothing.
He's just crazy." Mostly they fight,
animation-style, decked out with props,
including a "very loud" 180cm tall subwoofer.

The other theme here is one of Freudian
anal fixation, something that all too
commonly seems to go with Japanese scream
music. DDDAO can be pronounced "dosanko
anuru," which puns on a couple of things.
"Dosanko" means both three D's and a
person from Hokkaido, which is where both
SAM1 and SAM2 are from. "Anuru" comes
from the pronunciation of the last two
alphanumerics. The last digit in the sequence
is a zero, so you can say it as "A-null" a
trans-lingual pun.

"We wanted to come up with a name
that was really stupid,”" said SAM2.

SAM, by the way, is an acronym for
"Super Anal Machine." God, 1 love those
crazy Japanese.
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Concerts and Events

% % Bad Company

Sat, Apr 9 from 10pm to 5am

Apocalypse Now (Bi{C/ZE k), 323 Fuhsing N
d (HALTTEHEER 32355)

Tickets: NT $800 or NT $600 in advance at
M@M Boutique, 4F-3, 112, Sec 4 Chunghsiao
E Rd (5467 i8 2 5% M B 112 5% 4F-3)  and
Nowhere, 1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd
(B E T8 A e i = BL60R155%7)

The UKs Bad Company has been a major
force in the world of drum 'n bass, with
their debut album, Inside the Machine, sell-
ing more than 30,000 in the late 1990s. The
group is a quartet of DJs: Jason Maldini,
D-Bridge, Fresh, and Vegas.

% Hengchun Talk Show 2004
Sun, Apr 11 from 3 to 4pm at Eslite's
Dayuan store in Kaohsiung (3% 5 15 =k A
HJE) at 17F, 21, Sanduo 4th Rd, Kaohsiung
(ST S = 5/17_51¢?}215)€17F) in the Dayuan
Dept. Store (K iz (5 i%) th.0317F), Ph: (07)
331-3102

Sun, Apr 25 from 1:30 to 2:30pm at Eslite in
Hsinchu (3% 5 & 15 8777 )5), at 68 Hsinyi St,
Hsinchu (7 17 17 {5 28 £ 68 5% ), Ph: (03)
527-8907

Sun, Apr 25 from 4 to 5pm at Eslite in
Chungli (%4515 T AT )E) at 501, Sec 2,
Chungyuan Rd, Chungli ( flesl%EPﬂ*—*rlJﬂPlE%:
F%501%57%), Ph: (03) 468-0222

Independent record label Taiwan Colors Music
has just put out its third comedy/variety
show CD in the Hengchun Talk Show series.
It's a recording of southern Taiwan DJs (origi-
nally from pirate radio) who mix political
lampoons with rural pop culture and music,
basically making fun of everything. It's all in
Taiwanese. This tour takes the routines to
live audiences around Taiwan.

% Songs of Desire
Thurs, Apr 8 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (#Lf#E155),
Rd, Taipei (FdEilicARES10557)
Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: free

A free concert by HUANG FEI (##4), CHEN
MING-CHANG ([iiFH %), LEE BING-HUI(Z=J7 i)
and THE DANSHUI RAMBLERS (7% 7k & NE [H] ).
Seating is limited.

% Gareth Gates

Sat, Apr 10 at 8pm

3F, National Taiwan University Sports Center,
Taipei (GAfRA I AR3ME)

Tickets: NT$900 to 1800 through ERA outlets
Info: (02) 8369-2366

The British pop singing star plays Taipei.

% % Mr. Eyeball Nightclub's -
Don’'t forget the people in
the shadows

IRERSE R E . ZIsie N

Fri, Apr 16 at 8pm, Sat, Apr 17 at 3pm and 8pm
Red House Theatre (#Lf#E(5), 10 Chengdu
Rd, Taipei (&5LTfilABES1055)

Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$500

Mr. Eyeball is the creation of Chen Bo-wei, a
multi-talented character of an alien trapped
on earth that makes his living as a photogra-
pher. This is the second in his nightclub se-
ries - a sort of variety show performance in-
volving both comedic drama and musical per-
formance. It involves a Mr. Eyeball love sto-
ry, and a maiden who's left unable to take
pictures in her pining for this mysterious
stranger. In mandarin.

%% Thirst2004 with DJ Tiesto
Sat, Apr 17 at 8pm

Taipei World Trade Center Hall 3 (& JLtH 5
B 50 REE =), 6 Sungshou Rd (&Lififta
FR65)

Tickets: NT$1600, or NT$1300 in advance
Information: (02) 2772-1000

The world's #1 DJ as ranked by DJ Magazine,
Tiesto, comes to Taiwan in a mega-event in
a huge warehouse-like hall of the World
Trade Center. The local production company
involved is The Loop (which is closely tied to
Luxy), and the major sponsor is Heineken.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLHi{ZZ FgPUE:34585%155%1555)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum. Thursdays: bop JAZZ bossa
by H.M.S. JAZZ TRIO. Fridays: EARL HINES

10 Chengdu

JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: [-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.
% Blue Note

(E53H)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(R = B 715744)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (B gty — 8 28), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&Lt —#51015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380
+ 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female vocalist
from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT$550 + 10%.
Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing, minimum
charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (& Lifi
TR — R 15255 61)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Bands often play weekend

nights, Sunday afternoons, sometimes other
days as well.

% Citizen Cain

(REIER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&dLTTH 2 675%)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed Sun-
days. No cover.

% % The Living Room

(/N BEEEHE)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(ZZL
TR HUR S5 EE8fE34)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Tuesdays: Acoustic Moods with
GREG TACKETT, blending Spanish, flamenco,
fingerpicking, and blues styles, 7:30 to 8:
30pm. Underworld Wednesdays: hip-hop with
STATES OF FUSION, 9pm to 12am, NT$200.
Thursdays: Showcase Jams, If you can play,
bring your instrument. If you can't, bring a
date. Fri, Apr 9: SKY BURIAL (KJi), cover
band playing Gen X favorites. Sat, Apr 10:
TESTIFY, an open decks night where amateur
DJs get to play five tracks, either digital or
vinyl, 9:30pm to 12:30am, no cover.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEURRIEAR)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - & KE A HEH
AR —1%)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies.

* Peshawar

(FEIELEL)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (#dbrfifili A
8045355%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, Apr 17: Teresa's Flamenco and
Akiko's Indonesian Dance. Sat, Apr 24: Poems
and Songs of KIMBO HU (&ffE°K).

% Riverside Music Cafe

(RS

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (&5 LTRE g 3B 2444525/7B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thurs, Apr 8: NYLAS,
trip-hop and electronica, XL, hardcore. Fri,
Apr 9: RAY BAND. Sat, Apr 10: PEPPERHSIA
(FifBUIE), pop-flavored rock by a four woman
band. Sun, Apr 11: 88 BALAZ, indie rock
with a big, fun sound, FORMULA (/jfZ=).
Mon, Apr 12: Open Jam, 9pm, free. Tues,
Apr 13: SUGAR LADY and COACH, mad funk
in tennis shorts. Wed, Apr 14: SEVEN and
HIDDEN ORDER (F&Fkf7). Thurs, Apr 15: BA-
NAI & 831, a soulful aboriginal female singer
with a full band behind her. Fri, Apr 16: J.

E.G. JAZZ BAND. Sat, Apr 17: VITAMIN (At
@) and JIANG MEI-CHI (J1.353H). Sun, Apr
18: DONG YUN-CHANG (#3EE).
% % Underworld
(Tl
Shihda Rd., No. 45(]tifififi Ki%455%)
Ph: (02) 2369-0103
A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250.
Thurs, Apr 8: CYNIC (Kf{F) and KU Al MA
HSUE (F&% & 4t). Fri, Apr 9: TSUYOU FEI(H
FH7f¢) and FANG CHENGSHIH (J/5f£%(). Sat,
Apr 10: DZAP DAU DAU (#37%777), a girl punk
trio from Hong Kong, and BANANA. Thurs,
Apr 15: SEMI-CON (43 #), punk, and FALL
OF THIS CORNER (—[g .2 Fk), emo-hardcore.
Fri, Apr 16: BACK QUARTER (PY4)#), hard
rock. Sat, Apr 16: LADYBUG (&), post
punk, and 88 BALAZ (88 ri%%fr), driving in-
die rock.
% % The Wall
GEiE)
B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (Jt e B %
VEIF £200%5%B1)

h:(02)2930-0162
Web:www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500
The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen
vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth
er rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT$50 less
in advance, and the ticket price includes one
drink. Thursdays: Just | Cover, bands play cover
songs, NT$300 minimum. Fri, Apr 9: MUS +
NACHO VEGAS, Nacho Vegas' guitar player Mi-
gala joins up with three members of Mus for
a 60 minute set to be followed by 30 min-
utes of acoustic music from Mus, opening
will be TIZZY BAC, the keyboard trio led by fe-
male vocalist Chris Chen, 9pm, NT$850, or
NTS$750 in advance (including 2 CDs), or NT$1200
in advance for this and the previous night
(including 3CDs). Sat, Apr 10 at 4pm: MUS
including NACHO VEGAS, singer Nacho Vegas
will become Mus' sixth member for a 75
minute performance, opening will be BAD
DAUGHTER (i #:5) and ZIRAN JUAN ([ %%k
#), NT$850, or NTS$750 in advance (includ-
ing 2 CDs), or NT$1200 in advance for this
and the previous night (including 3CDs). Sat,
Apr 10 at 9pm: 0.22, indie funk-rock by
Wade Davis, Steve Taylor, and Pete Holmes
(of Milk), DAVID CHEN, delta blues and blue-
grass, ASS9, bluegrass with lots of singing
and fun lyrics, NT $300. Sun, Apr 11:
MICHAEL ANGELO and ELECTRIC EYE GIRLS
(FEHR%E7%), 9pm, NTS500. Fri, Apr 16: YOU
YUE YUAN (££4[5]), SMOL, and SO WHAT,
9pm, NTS$300. Sat, Apr 17: four girl bands -
C DATIAO (C K F), PEPPERMINT (7 fif %£),
PEPPERCATS (#H#(%), and BAD DAUGHTER
(#24:58), 9pm, NT$300.
% Witch House
(ZZHRJE)
Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(LT AL P i 3E 565 770%)
Ph: (02) 2362-5494
Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT$250, one
drink included. Thurs, Apr 8: KANG TEH (f
f#) & BUSY MIND, folk a la John Denver.
Fri, Apr 9: CHANG HSUAN (iE%%), folk-rock,
winner of a popularity award at last year's
Hohaiyan Music Festival. Sat, Apr 10: TOM
and HUCK (iHERIS57), a rock/comedy duo
from Hualien bringing their band to Taipei
for the first time ever. Thurs, Apr 15:
CHANG JIA (5E#%H). Fri, Apr 16: YE SHU-YIN
& THE FIFTH YEAR BAND (RPN & 71 445 K 4%
[%), from guitar duets to electronic sounds.
Sat, Apr 17: A MOVING SOUND THEATRE (%%
Z @): music + dance by Scott on French
horn, Lily on vocals and movement, and also
hand drumming and other accompaniment.

Dance Clubs

Y Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&JLTifa
FE2255B1.21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19
building just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thrusdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500, drink incl.

% Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&Jbmigkfbre
1% BR27755B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Open for
dinner from 5pm with a recommended menu
including "Latino sushi.” Tuesday: swing danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednesdays: CubaRi-
can Soul, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm.
Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you can drink,
men NT$500, women NT$200. Friday: Samba
Night, a samba Brazilian party, NT$500. Sat-
urdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, late night hip hop, cover

NT$500. Closed Mondays.
% Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St Hsimenting,
Taipei (FAETTFEFIM]E S — 7257 5F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A Hsimenting club that's taken over where
TeXound left off. House, techno, and trance
for a raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays.
Located in the Hsi Wu Building (74 it &k ##)
across from the Lai Lai Department Store.
Sunday and Tuesday to Thursday: lounge
nights, all you can drink beer, NT$350 for
men, NT$200 for women. Fridays and Satur-
days: club nights, open until 7am, NT$500,
NT$350 B4 midnight. Fri, Apr 9: Crack Nite!
with techno/house by DJs TIGER, ERIC
HUANG, JJ, and VICTOR. Sat, Apr 10: DJs
TEDDY, JIMMY CHEN, VICTOR, and JOE. Sat,
Apr 17: Wet#3 for Men Only with DJs DAVID
S, JIMMY CHEN, and VICTOR.

% Club 70s
Core Pacific Mall (F#EHk), 12F, No 138, Sec
4, Pateh Rd, Taipei(& LT /\fEg4P 1385512

)

Ph: (02) 3762-1905

Retro-classy, for more seasoned scenesters
(compare to the younger crowd next door at
Plush and the kids at Party Room). Resident
DJs SL and Kelvin spin house &tc. No cover,
but minimum purchase of NT$350/person re-
quired on weekends, one drink/person on
weekdays.

% Eden

11F, 98, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd (L7525
EPUEL98E1148E)

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Recently reopened, now on the 11th floor
only. Still chic and kinda intimate. No cover,
minimum table charges, until 3am on week-
ends, closed Mondays.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (Z]LTi
el LF R B 7R 21

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Satur-
days: the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor
lounge are open until 4am, NT$250.
 LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
[Cliis: ?ﬁﬁ%lﬂlé 20155 704%)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700.

% Ministry of Sound
310 Lechun 3rd Rd, in Tachih (
LETE = pE3105% KE FEE )

Ph: (02) 8502-1111

The international chain of mega-clubs opens
a Taipei branch this weekend, promising to
offer Taipei's largest venue for electronic
dance music, all parties cost NT $350 B4
11pm, NT$800 after.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei({5 LT/ \fElS4E: 13857 124%)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, and American hip hop. Sunday
through Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, women free, men NTS$500 w/ drink.
Sat, Apr 10: Flava Nation Taiwan Hip Hop,
hip hop with ROCKY ROCK, J4, MC HOT
DOG, E-DRAGON, and CHICANO, NT$1000, or
NT$800 in advance.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5]Lifi/\fEF54E13857124%)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free for Ladies' Night.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700.

=Rl

% Purple
1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (5L g 5 B
PYEE182571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Glowsticks if not gangsters. Resident DJs
Tiger and Stone spin progressive, breakbeat,
and tech house until 7am on weekends.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females free,
males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays: Disco
Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500 af-
ter. Closed other nights.

% Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - &dbiifATH18%%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and




celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT $700, women NT $500. Closed
other days.

*Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
AT g2 21855B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are 9pm
to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and Satur-
days: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(AETTE I LFE s 1E15557B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and often
last) stop on the party express offers music
that's a bit dancier than at its sister club
(Roxy 99), but always including some rock. Open
Fridays, Saturday and holidays only: NT$300. No
entry without ID.

% Rush

3F, 173, Sec 3, Huichung Rd, Taichung (&'}
i = B 17355 318

Ph: (04) 2381-6905

A warehouse style club in Taichung for house,
breakbeat, and other dance electronica.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&dbiifll
RHEE—EE9157B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Music
is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n bass.
Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women
free, men NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink
included. Sundays: NT$200, drink included.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR B —EE24997B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

Classical

%Li Pao-chen Memorial Concert
Thurs, Apr 8 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([5 & %4)E)

Tickets: NT$250 to 600

A celebration of "the father of the Taiwanese
song”, Li Pao-chen, a composer of choral mu-
sic in the 1950s and 1960s. The concert
marks the 25th anniversary of his death.

% NCO Festival Concert |

Sat, Apr 10 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([&5 & 445E)

Tickets: NTS$300 to 600

The National Chinese Orchestra gives this con-
cert in celebration of its 20th anniversary. A
special program features works by renowned
composers from both Taiwan and mainland
China, including Li Minxiong's 18 piece percus-
sive extravaganza “Flying Dragon, Leaping
Tiger". Performers participating include Hong
Kong percussionist Yim Hok-man, Taiwan's
master of the "magic flute" Liu Chen-ling, and
pipa virtuoso Wang Shih-jung.

%Lu Chuan-sheng Music Festival
Fri, Apr 16 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([#%544)5E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

In the 1940s Lu became an influential force in
the development of choral music in Taiwan.
This performance includes several composi-
tions, including those for solo voices, duets,
and adults' and children’s choirs.

* Peter Jablonski and NSO
Sat, Apr 17 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (J&%¢ & 445E)

Tickets: NTS300 to 1500

Swedish pianist Peter Jablonski plays with the
National Symphony Orchestra, performing Nor-
wegian composer Edvard Grieg's immortal o-
pus, Piano Concerto in A minor as well as
works by Valen and Tveitt.

% Spot - Taipei Film House
OLERGILERZ )

18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLifid L
JLits —Be185%)

Ph: (02) 2511-7786

FORMULA 17 (Taiwan, 91 min) by director
Chen Yin-jung: In a fantasy world (Taiwan)
where heterosexuals are extinct, Tien, a
17-year-old innocent goes to the big city
(Taipei) for a summer of love and adventure.
What follows is a romantic comedy about his
relationship with Bai, the biggest playboy in
town. The film is the first production of 3
Dots, a local company making films specifical-

ly for Taiwan's local market, and the director,
Chen, is a 23-year-old woman. Mandarin with
Chinese and English subtitles. Daily at noon,
2pm, 4pm, 6pm, 8pm, 10pm through Apr 23
(closed Mondays).

i
|
Museums

% % Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

(G AL EAREITE)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (#6103 A [F]
FAPIE395)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

SPELLBOUND AURA - NEW VISION OF CHINESE
PHOTOGRAPHY  ({Hjifi A E -~ 4 A 52 8T 51 ): A
blockbuster show on the state of contempo-
rary "Chinese" photography, including 12 artists
from Taiwanese, 12 from mainland China, and
one from Hong Kong. It is co-curated by Tai-
wan's Yao Jui-chung and China's Zhu Qi (&
H.). The show puts photography as a sort of
uber-media that transcends most modes of
artistic production today and affects how we
see the world. Through May 2.

% National Museum of History
(TR 52 [

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (5dLMiFATRES495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

AN EXHIBITION OF SUN CHIA-CHIN'S PAINTINGS
(FRF =), Sun was a Taiwanese artists and
graduate of National Taiwan Normal Universi-
ty. Through Apr 11. CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION
OF FAMOUS PRINTS ({2 il i & fE &2 ):  this
show includes 86 prints by 57 artists of the
20th century's best known artists, including
Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso, Rene Magritte,
Marc Chagall, Salvador Dali, and others, using
printmaking as a window into most major
movements of the last 100 years. Apr 16 to
May 9. AFFECTIONATE HANDIWORKS - TRADI-
TIONAL CHINESE WOMEN'S ART (3% F1k & #f#
1%): Apr 23 to May 30. ZEN AND FLOWER -
2004 EXHIBITION OF CHINESE FLORA ARRANGE-
MENT  (jjifi 5 B /£ —2004 HH 3E Ff fE £l e ): Apr 9
to 18. PALM UNIVERSE - AN EXHIBITION OF
ARCHER'S THUMB RINGS, SNUFF BOTTLES AND
JU-I SCEPTERS (f5 &z ifi- i~ A1 ~ LB RR
Ji£): handicrafts from an the late Ming and
early Ching - an age of prosperity, Apr 23 to
May 30. THE EXHIBITION OF INK STICKS (i
T LOE-2E): through May 2.

% National Palace Museum

(BT = R

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&:bLrfitAklE
BERE RE2219%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chinese
emperors and includes ceramics, porcelain,
calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes, jade, lac-
quer wares, curio cabinets, enamel wares,
writing accessories, carvings, embroidery and
rare books.

ADMINISTERING RIVERS IS LIKE GOVERNING A
STATE: an exhibition of river engineering plans
and related archival materials from the Qing
Dynasty. Through Apr 30.

% % Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(BALTHIZEAAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (Lri (]
JLig = Be1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

REFLECTIONS OF THE SEVENTIES - TAIWAN EX-
PLORES ITS OWN REALITY: Amidst social
change art was by turns influenced by West-
ern abstraction and representational styles.
The show includes painting, photography, ce-
ramics and other media. Through May 9.
CONTEMPORARY INK PAINTING AND INK IN
CONTEMPORARY ART: a look at the works of
13 artists born between 1940 and 1965, and
the way they used traditional Chinese brush
painting in a modern context, especially dur-
ing the 1980s. Through Apr 25.
PHOTOGRAPHICA AUSTRALIS: a traveling exhib-
it displaying modern Australian society through
the eyes of 13 Australian artists. They focus
on: 1) Biodiversity, 2) Art and Suburbia, and
3) Intersections (such as Consumerism vs. Cul
ture and Individual vs. Political). Through Apr 18.
READINGS OF PEOPLE: FAMILIARITY ~ AND
STRANGENESS - HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PERMA-
NENT COLLECTION: 126 works selected on the
theme of people and their surroundings. The
exhibit covers a wide range of styles and
mediums from posed portrait paintings to in-
stallation and performance. As a piece of art
speaks to each viewer it hopes to stir curiosi-
ty about each persons life and their relation-
ship to their surroundings. Through Sep 26.

Galleries

* Eslite Gallery
ajzlwl%’ﬁﬁ

Tracking down
Aussie vino

BY WINOPETE

TAPAS WILL hold an Aussie wine
tasting on Friday, April 16 from 7:30 to
10:00pm. Wines featured will be four
reds and two whites from Green Point,
Victoria and Cape Mentelle, Western
Australia, namely: Green Point pinot noir
2001, Cape Mentelle cabernet metlot
2001, Green Point shiraz 2001, Cape
Mentelle shiraz 2002, Green Point
chardonnay 2001 and Cape Mentelle
semillon sauvignon blanc 2003. Cost will
be NT$350 that covers a tasting of all
six wines, two full glasses of any two of
the featured wines, plus snacks (cheese, ham, etc). Winos of the
World, unite that night! Tapas is at 50 Hoping W Rd.

AUSSIE WINE NOW AT DAN RYAN'S TOO!: Some Australian
wines ate also cutrently available at Dan Ryan's. Wolf Blass Yellow
Label "cab sav" is a house wine at NT$250/glass, as is Petaluma
riesling at N'T$260/glass or NT$1600/bottle. At the top of the range
is a 1998 Wolf Blass Black Label cabernet metlot at N'T$3900/bottle.
I shared a bottle with Captain Ron last night and was indeed an
excellent full-bodied, fruity and very smooth drop.

..AND AT CARNEGIE'S!: One of the best wine deals cutrently
available in town is Carnegie's new house red, the fine, fruity Wolf
Blass Cabernet Metlot 2002. It's N'T$220/glass outside Happy Hour,
but an absolute steal at NT$80/glass during Crazy Hour (6 to 7pm)
or NT$160 during Happy Hour. Price per bottle is about NT$1,200,
methinks, but less for VIP card holders. This very nice wine also
goes down surprisingly well on a weekend afternoon when the missus
and kiddywinks are busy tucking into Carnegie's ostrich-egg sized
omelets, rashers of boar bacon (just the way Obelix likes 'em) and
pots of fine-leaf Orange Pekoe tea. Ah, life's good.

HOOTERS UPDATE: Hooters, behind the Brother Hotel, is one of
the tackiest places ever to litter Taipei's streetscape. The decor is like
a pinball patlor, the food is terrible, and the food prices are sky-high
for what you get. However, their beer prices have come down.
Standard bottled beers (Carlsberg, Heineken, Bud and a couple of
others) range from NT$158 to 168 +10% outside happy hour. Before
the price reduction, the minimum price was NT$188+10%. On my
recent visit there also seemed to be more foreigners chowing down
on overpriced chicken wings and gawking at the horrible high school
Hula Hoop show. One visit to Hooters every six months will still be
enough for me.

WARSTEINER AND SCIENTOLOGISTS: A German visitor recently
told me that the Church of Scientology has a large ownership share
in Germany's Warsteiner brewery. In fact, Scientologists are so heavily
involved in the management of Warsteiner that many Germans will
not drink the stuff, my German snout revealed. Now we know what
Tom Cruise drinks.

WASTED IN WANCHAIL: During a visit to Hong Kong not so long
ago, I checked out a few bars in Wanchai. At The Groovy Mule, I
discovered a staff with lots of ocker types, the brash, uncultivated
types for which Australia is famous. If you can tolerate that, they
have a good happy hour and a predominantly Tex-Mex menu. Over
at New Makati Disco, there's always a big crowd enjoying teasonably
priced drinks, plus ear-splitting music to hasten your prescription for a
hearing aid.  Carnegie's in Hong Kong is a much smaller place than
in Taipei, and lacks the punch of its plucky younger brother on Anho
Rd. Down the road from Carnegie's HK, Devil's Advocate is a
popular place for pub grub and a few pints. It is also a frequent
haunt for Casper, the friendly Danish ghost, ex-Taipei, who some of
you may know from The Shannon. Next to Devil's Advocate is the
Wanchai Bier Keller that serves draught beer imported from der
Vaterland. Also available is a range of heavy Deutsche dishes
guaranteed to prevent waistline shrinkage. From here, the memory gets
rather hazy, so you'll have to go hunting yourselves.

HAPPY DRINKING!

Send your pub news to winopete@@hotmal. com




B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (JLifi%k
(L FAlS—F%2435%B2)

Ph: (02) 2775-5977

VOUS ETES TOUS PHOTOGENIQUES: an exhibi-
tion by photographers Agnes Lautier and
Christophe Eyquem and filmmaker Manon
Garceau. Apr 17 to 25.

% FNAC - Asia World
(ZEHER B ILBRTE)

B1, 337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei (&Lt
T LS —FY3375B1)

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

SHI PENG-HONG'S TAIPEI JOURNAL OF WOM-
EN'S IMAGES: a series of 30 black and white
photos relating to women and Taipei. Apr 12
to May 15.

*Home Gallery

30-1, Sec 3, Chungshang N Rd, Taipei (JLtfi
FRLEES = B30 15%)

Ph: (02) 2591-4302

DANIEL LEE - MIRROR IN THE DARKROOM:
Lee's "Chinese Zodiac" series of digitally ma-
nipulated photos from 1994 to 1996, in
which humans are mixed with animals.

*IT Park Art Gallery

()

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (ILififFHmE40552-314)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

WU CHI-TSUNG SOLO EXHIBITION (% 7= Hd {f#
Ji£): One of Wu's pieces looks like a film or
video of a camera moving over a simulated
and gridded mountain landscape. It's created
by projecting light over a rumpled wire
screen. Other works also explore the tranquil
beauty of unconventionally virtual landscapes.
Through Apr 10.

CHEN SHUN-CHU SOLO EXHIBITION - JOUR-
NEYS IN TIME: Chen continues his exploration
of nostalgia and loss through black and white
photographs from his real past, Apr 17 to
May 15.

% Lin and Keng Gallery
(CRARZEER)

1F, 11, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd (&L
B RS — B 2528:115%)

Ph: (02) 2750-8811

THREE MARKS: A SOLO EXHIBITION BY HUANG
CHIH-YANG ( #% &7 [ )- Huang makes large
paintings that seem somewhere between pro-
cess art and Chinese calligraphy. They are
done on swaths of rice paper measuring
more than two meters on a side. These are
covered with invented characters that work
as both pattern and capsules of symbolic
meaning. Through Apr 25.

* Taipei Artists Village
(G LR A)
7 Beiping E Rd (S L LR HER757)

Ph: (02) 3393-7377

DREAMSCAPE (£ £]¥F5%5): A show of video
works by three artists. The Nuclear Train by
Daniel Saul(UK) shows, in the artists words,
"the central character's inability to deal with
his parental responsibilities forces him into a
surreal dreamscape.” One Head in the Grave
by Andreas Constantinou (UK) was created
"through a series of physical tasks given to
the performers on separate and joint occa-
sions... A relationship develops between
two although they are never in contact with
each other, between them the space that
links them, between the space and them the
tension.” Portraits of Angels (Austria Version)
by Chen, Cheng-Tsai([ii -} - Taiwan) is an
attempt at portraiture through video. The
subjects are the residents of a home for the
mentally disabled, whom Chen describes as
"innocent and endowed with angelic qualities".
 TIVAC

(GBI 20

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104%L
TR 45452957 144)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

DIGITAL BODY AESTHETIC (87 A#E3EEL), A
SOLO SHOW BY CHANG GUANG-HO (5t F1):
Chang is a photographer, a photography crit-
ic, and believer in the new possibilities of
digital photography. Though he believes that
photography hasn't fundamentally changed
since it was invented in the late 1830s, he
also believes that the digital provides a
chance for a new photographic aesthetic.
The images in this show are to that purpose.
Through Apr 8.

ORDALIE: a show of the works of Jean-Michel
Fauquet. Apr 10 to 29.

[] Stag

% % Ku Na'uka Theatre Com-
pany: Kyoka lzumi - Tenshu

Monogatari

Fri, Apr 9 and Sat, Apr 10 at 7:30pm, Sun,
Apr 11 at 2:30pm

National Theatre ([&52/5k55z2)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&Ll
#21,215%) - on the south side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$400 to 1500

Japan's Ku Nauka Theatre Company was
founded in 1990, taking their name from the
Russian words for “towards science’. The
company uses two actors to represent one

The Voice of Generation Next 72938

1/9-1/18.2
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character, using one to do the story telling
while the other moves on the stage as part
of the story, like a doll. The performance
style incorporates traditional forms like bun-
raku, kabuki, and noh as well as modern
technology. Here the story they play relates
to the 17th century legend of devils believed
to inhabit Tenshu, the top floor of the beau-
tiful Himeji castle. Half a century before, a
beautiful married princess, Tomihino, was
tormented by the obsessive love of the cas-
tle's lord and eventually committed suicide.
Afterwards her spirit came to possess the
wooden head of a lion and made it cry tears
of blood...This performance is part of
Taipei's 2nd International Theatre Festival.
% The Jingju Version —Three
Women's Romances

=X (TN |

Thurs, Apr 8 to Sat, Apr 10 at 7:30pm

Novel Hall (###), 3-1 Sungshou Rd, Taipei
(ZALTHFATERE3.2157)

Ph: (02) 2722-4302

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

The Fuhsing Theatre Troupe (1 fil([#]) pre-
sents three Beijing operas, The Blushing
Tiger and the Lion Dog (JIX JIg ;2 Bl 4 T- %7 on
Apr 8, Pan Jinlian and Four Men (<58 il Py
&5 A Yon Apr 9, and Bai Su-chen and Hsuh-

sian (1 Z B yon Apr 10.
% Maria Pages Flamenco
Company

Wed, Apr 14 to Apr 17 at 7:30pm, Apr 17,
18 at 2:30pm

National Theatre (5 §kEIN¢)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2500

% % Theatre Babel - Ibsen -

A Doll's House

Thurs, Apr 15 to Sat, Apr 17 at 7:30pm, and
Sat, Apr 17 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(Ef B 51%5), 21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei
(BT L 21,215%) - on the south side
of the plaza

Tickets: NT$600

Founded ten years ago, the UK's Theatre Ba-
bel aims to reinvestigate and reinvigorate
classical theatre, employing an ensemble ap-
proach and very high production standards to
create work that speaks directly to a modern
audience. Ibsen's A Doll's House traces the
awakening of Nora Helmer from her unexam-
ined life of domestic comfort. Ruled her
whole life by either her father or her hus-
band, Nora must question the foundation of
everything she believes in when her marriage
is put to the test. Having borrowed money

from a man of ill-repute named Krogstad by
forging her father's signature, she was able
to pay for a trip to ltaly to save her sick
husband's life. Since then, she has had to
contrive ways to pay back her loan, growing
particularly concerned with money....

% % 2004 Taiwan Women

Theatre Festival program
LT = L MR B R

Apr 1 to 25

Crown Art Center Theater (& ji/NE[1), B1,
No 50, Lane 120, Dunhua N Rd (& Jbmigkib
JE#512045055B1)

Ph: (02) 2514-8486 ext.101

Tickets: NT$400

This festival was founded in 1996 in
pub/nightclub, focusing on theatre made lo-
cally by women. This is its third holding.

Fri, Apr 9 to Sun, Apr 11 at 7:30pm:
KITCHEN STORY by Shi Pei-yu, puppet theatre
with two actors playing the Chinese legend
of White Snake, and LIVING HISTORY OF
WONG MARRY-KING BY HER FEMALE WITCH
FRIEND, Wang Chie-mei's modernized version
of the tale of a great lady of the Han dy-
nasty.

Fri, Apr 16 to Sun, Apr 18 at 7:30pm: BODY-
ING, Tung Chu-feng's combination of multime-
dia arts with live performance, and MAGIC IF
by Chen Hui-wen about the senses of smell,
taste, and sound.

B, >

% Advertise in POTS Extra

POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-

native views. Weekly distribution to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. For ad rates and info: (02)
8667-6655 x207 (Chinese) or x225 (English).
% Psychotherapy: free consul-

tation

POTS accepts Taiwan-related articles of pecu-
liar interest, as well as drawings, photos,
and submissions other content intended for
publication, though no large attachments
please. Also, if you think it would be kinda
cool to work for POTS (and it is), and you
have another source of income (because
you'll need it), you could be our perfect edi-
torial intern, but only if you're smart, into
subcultures, and have Chinese language skills.
Email your stuff to: davidfrazier@lihpao.com.

Taipei's hest music info, free in more than 120 locations, like:

All Eslite Book Store locations, all FNAC department stores, all Seattle Coffee locations,Riverside Cafe,B1, 2, Lane 244,

Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd (Z Hf#& i = E£244#2%7B1), Tungnanya Movie Theater, 3, Lane 136, Roosevelte Rd (7 {5 2% U &
136&:3%%), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1, Hoping W Rd (#1F P &1 £ 50%%), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd (1t R EE75%),
Seattle Coffee, 1F, 23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (2 Z P& —E£23%%142), Museum of Contemporary Art, 39 Changan W Rd
(RZ M %39%5%), New York Bagels, 28 Yitung St ({#1@#728%%), Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd (H 1L
b =E£181%%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (#1112 —EZ18%%), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,
Sungchiang Rd (#A5T#&97#:95%14%), Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 39, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({8 BL 55 B — 2395k 748),
G’ day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (1% f7180%%), The Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5, Nanjing W Rd (B & 3 % 1 FZ 857 31%),

Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St (ZIE#40%&235%), Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (i A#45%B1), Grandma Nitti’ s, 8,
Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Efik #93#8%%), Citizen Cain, 67 Dungfeng St (SR 67%%), Watersheds, 123 Wenchang St (32 & #11235%),
Saints & Sinners, 114-116, Sec 2, Anho Rd (Z#1#& _f114-116%%), Mono Mono, 17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, Anho Rd

(L FNEE—EE 1278295 175%) Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (i, #8#%10%%), Carnegie’ s, 100, Sec 2, Anho Rd (&0 _E&
100%%), The Shannon, 6 Tunhua N Rd (B4t it #&6%%), The Brass Monkey, 166 Fuhsing N Rd (8 &1t % 1665%)
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