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SUALLY WE relegate most live music
U to the listings, but just as a reminder,

here's a quick rundown of some good
shows happening on what I'd call a typically
good weekend for live music.

The Mooks is a band of expats that's
been playing together for many years in the
total obscurity of Taiwan's fourth city, Tainan.
They are funk purists, playing such an
eclectic sampling of early 70s funk that you
might not realize they're playing covers. A
very fun band, there are also a few originals
in the mix. Opening is Chicken Rice,
Taiwan's best rockabilly. They play The Wall
on Saturday at 9pm. Cover is NT$300.

Huang Yi-chin (35—%) deserves some
credit for giving Taipei an electronica
alternative. As Mr. 78, he joins DJs Chewie,
Lin Chiang (Fki#) and Chih-chih (EE) for
what their flier calls "post-folk electronica,
indie dance, bit noise, and beat-oriented hip
hop" — neo-gentres you won't see advertised
by big dance clubs (house, house, and more
house. How boring). The party is called Post
Everything, and it happens Friday from 8pm
to midnight in a cafe/pub and art space
called No Where (F'ﬁ E)’ located at 1, Lane
60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (ﬁjh_ﬁ%ﬁirﬁ%
ZF% 60 5 1 5%). Cover is NT$150.

A curious combination will come together
Saturday night at the Red Theater (%ij E
1%), near the entrance to Hsimenting.
Pop-rock producer Lin Wei-chih — he's
probably best known for Faith Yang's albums
— is teaming up with the extremists from
the post-punk band LTK, who, minus the
lead singer, will back him up. When LTK
played Say Yes to Taiwan two weekends ago,
they had someone tied to a chair on stage
and yelled at him: "Do you like Chinese
products! "Then they smeared his face with
fish, ham, and other foodstuffs. Also
participating is Su Da Lu, a female
vocalist-led band out of Chengchih University
(which is also playing Witch House later that
same night, creating some confusion. The Red
House show starts at 8pm, and when I called
the folks at Witch House, they had no idea
how the band could make it for their 9:30pm
start). Anyway, the show sounds random
enough that here at POTS, our interest is
piqued. Tickets cost NT$600.

A guitor in your face: Tainan's The Mooks play funk ot The Wall Saturday night.

Hey, go see

a gig for

Also of note, David Chen and the Muddy
Basin Ramblers will play blues and bluegrass
Saturday night at Peshawar. And aboriginal
blues singer Long Live (FE&), who performs
with a great talking blues style, plays Witches
tonight (Thurs, Mar 11) at 9:30pm. Full
write-ups of both gigs appear on pages 20
and 21 of this edition. -Dayad Frazier

Stand-up comedy

No, he didn't fly in all the way from
England. And no, his arms aren't really tired.
Hartley Pool is comic who's actually funny,
which is why in less than a year in Taipei,
he's become a regular guest character on
ICRT's morning show and is the hands down
crowd favorite at Taipei's only English
language open mic night for spoken word, a
bi-weekly affair at the pub Citizen Cain. His
unexpected skill with humor is also why I
gave him a column in POTS, and rather than
trying to prove it, I'll just ask you to flip to
page 19 and get a feel for his humor on
your own. Reading will be different than
secing him live though.

Pool is an amateur with some professional
experience in comedy clubs in the UK, where
he's done stand up, developed material, and
worked with other comics in polishing their
jokes. The last time I saw him, he
successfully cut through the noise, smoke, and
apathy of a crowded bar, and he was good
on top of it. To see his biggest show yet in
Taiwan, go to Citizen Cain on St. Patrick's
Day (Wed, Mar 17), where he'll do a full
hour of comedy, nearly all of it material he
developed here in Taipei. It's called "Ha, Ha,
Hartley" and will include some of his favorite
numbers, such as Sammi the Psychic Cat and
The Back of the Fridge Band.

This last act also features Aaron Turner, a
regular MC at Citizen Cain's spoken word
night, which also deserves no small mention.
Word — that's what the night is called —
began last July and is still going as strong as
ever.

"Originally it was supposed to be just
poetry and spoken word. But now it's grown
to include standup comedy and unplugged
music and 2z cgppelia singing," said Turner.

Turner runs the event along with Alita
Rickatrds, a columnist for the Cluz Fost and
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a change!

Kate Ftodulkiewicz. The three rotate as MCs
and come up with themes for each
installment.

How's the talent? One of the regulars
described the situation: "Now we have some
really painful people showing up regularly.
That's how you know a spoken word night is
a success."

If you want to participate, sign up for a
slot at around 9pm. If you want to watch,
people take to the stage in spurts between
9pm and midnight.

Ha, Ha Hartley will begin around 9:30pm
next Wednesday and admission is free. The
next installment of Word, also a free event,
comes the following week, on March 24, and
then every two weeks after. Citizen Cain is
located at 67 Dongfung St (ﬁjlﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁf 67
). -OF

Write your favorite Spring
Scream story for POTS

POTS is collecting stories from the last
ten years of Spring Scream for it's March 25
issue. So we're turning to you, Spring
Screamers, lost ravers, rental scooter crashers,
and people who woke up in the wrong tent
— basically, our readers — to let us know
what happened. We're especially interested in
stories from early Spring Screams, but anyone
and everyone is encouraged to submit. We'll
publish everything online and as much as
possible in print, so hurry up! The deadline
is March 19.

To be considered valid, submissions must:
1) be 300 WORDS OR LESS, 2) include
YOUR REAL NAME (it will appear with
your article), 3) include your phone number
(it will not appear with your article), and 4)
mention the year of Spring Scream you're
writing about.

For email submissions, please put
"SPRING SCREAM STORY" in the subject
box and paste your story into the email
body. We don't want any attachments because
they're unwieldy and unclean, so they'll be
deleted.

Stories in English can be emailed to
extra@lihpao.com, faxed to (02) 8219-1216, or
sent by post to POTS Extra, 1F, 43 Fuhsing
Rd, Hsintien, Taipei County 231. -2
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An election all our own

How the foreign press doesn't really care who wins

BY DAVID FRAZIER

EARLIER THIS week, one Taiwan's
invisible mediators, a writer posted locally by
an international wire service, offered his
impressions of the upcoming presidential
election: "I was talking to one of my
colleagues about this," he told me, "and half
joking, T said, "You know, we have to hope
that there will be some kind of outburst
from China in the tun up to the election."
Otherwise — this was his implication —
without China launching missiles (as it did
just before the 1996 election) or running
troop exercises (as in 2000), no one in the
outside world will care a lick who wins the
presidency.

And you know what, they're already not
caring. The web site of the London
newspaper 7%e Guardin only yielded two
hits for articles related to Taiwan since the
beginning of February: a 139 word article on
the DPP's February 28 "Human Chain" rally,
and a 354 word article on bubble tea ((@,(3%
%I%) This why it's tough being a Taiwanese
political leader, because even if you can get
two million people to stand in a line more
than 300km long for your cause, half way
around the wotld you'll stll be half as
interesting as tapioca balls you drink through
a straw.

According to Wire Reporter, "On March
20 [the date of the election]|, we'll be the top
story of the day, but we won't see the same
kind of buildup, a lot less than four years
ago. For example, I don't see CNN doing
much."

Information to come out of Taiwan's
Government Information Office (GIO) will
probably confirm this soon. Foreign reporters
coming in especially to cover the election
usually notify the GIO's Division of
Information and Protocol, which can set them
up with election coverage junkets, trips to
polling stations, and generally makes access
easier (though why so much of the
mdependent press rides on the government
bus, so to speak, I really have no idea).
When 1 talked to GIO section chief, James
Yu (TBIE), earlier this week, he called the
upcoming election "a PR bonanza". However
indications are that this, Taiwan's third ever
democratic presidential election, will not be as
much of a bonanza as the ones in the face
of a hostile China. According to the GIO,
more than 600 members of the foreign press
came for the 1996 election and 533 came in
2000. The GIO will release this yeat's
numbers on March 15, when most of the
foreign press corps will have arrived. But the
talk among Taiwan's 100 or so resident
foreign journalists is that this time the
numbers will be lower. Local bureaus will
swell with an influx of only two or three
photographers and senior editors.
Organizations without Taiwan bureaus will
send their pinheads from Beijing, Bangkok,
and maybe Singapore.

Why is Taiwan of such puny interest?
"China is of much greater interest to western
readers," said Wire Reporter. "If someone
overseas is going to read something about
Taiwan, it's because they're interested in
relations with China," which he further

described as "the number one issue".

Zhe New York 7imes, for example, has
run four long stories (i.e. more than 600
words) since February 1 that have broached
on the topic of Taiwan politics. Three were
by whom I infer to be their China guy,
Joseph Kahn - his 2004 stories are all
political pieces about China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan or North Korea. The fourth that
showed up on my web site search was a
Reuters piece about are the token Taiwan
delegates to the National People's Congress,
which was only about Taiwan in the most
indirect way possible. In all cases, either
China or US-China relations was the major
focus.

This is all a bit frustrating for Taiwan's
foreign press corps. With less than 10 days
before the election, local wire service butreaus
are all producing at least one big story a day,
and usually several photos. Wire Reporter
described the reaction to these efforts as "less
than T would have thought". No wonder
there's hope of an invasion.

Some foreign papers do give Taiwan
coverage, however. Most are in Asia.
Malaysia's New Strazzs 7imes is now running
stoties daily, and Z7Z%e Jfapan Zimes web site
also registers more hits than most western
papet's sites. At last Sunday's DPP women's
rally at the Chiang Kaishek Memorial, a wire
service photographer more or less confirmed
this. He told me that his photos were
appearing "mostly in the three English papers
in Taiwan, and sometimes here and there
throughout the rest of the region."

At least regional coverage is something of
a silver lining to Taiwan's cloud of obscurity.
Or as Wire Reporter put it: "I'm happy to
say we're still bigger than the Malaysia elec-
ton." And if I had any idea when that's go-
ing to happen, I'd tell you.

en.pots.com.tw
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The visa run

Why we all know and love Hong Kong

BY HARTLEY POOL

"~ O DID they suggest that you leave the
country?" my mam asked about my
recent visit to the police station over

visa difficulties.

"No, not quite... they told me that 1 zz
leaving the country. Tomorrow. I've been
deported."

There was a gasp from the other end.

"Mam?"

"Oh my God," she breathed, "I put the
roast in hours ago. Itll be burned to a crisp.”
I was under thirty days, twenty-three to

be exact, so there was no problem at the

airport. All I had to do was follow
everyone's different directions to the Foreign

Affairs police office, pay an NT$3,000 fine,

look contrite, and catch my flight.

The N11 bus from HK airport to Hong
Kong proper is a fucking miracle. I somehow
came to be sat in front of a security
monitor, which handily allowed me to make
sure no one was breaking into the bus as we
sped through the night. A cheerful sounding
lady kept us informed about our
surroundings. From her I now know that
Lantau island has 30,000 people but is twice
the size of Hong Kong, has beaches,
mountains, and the world's largest outdoor
something. Whatever it is, it weighs 200 tons.
In fact she was so convincing that I twice
asked to get off, but apparently that wasn't
an option. Not surprising that they didn't
want to stop. It was already one in the
morning, and judging from my map it was
going to take us several weeks to get to my
hostel.

Outside it looked peculiatly British, kind
of. There was a Shell petrol station and even
the signs were in English with Chinese
underneath. In fact, though, if you squinted
the Chinese just looked like graffiti, which
was even more British. Perhaps the Chinese
was graffid, perhaps that's why Hong Kong
had such a reputation of unfriendliness —

"Hong Kong 30 Miles"

"Kiss my arse"

On the other hand, I think it might just
have been fatigue setting in.

"You're English?" said the security guard
at the hostel.

"Yes," 1 said warily.

"I love the English. Welcome, welcome."
I took the eclevator upstairs and was greeted
by the owner.

"You traveled from Taiwan?" he asked.

"Yes, 1 live there."

"Oh! How I love Taiwan, it is my
favorite place."

Had these people been doing research on
me? Was 1 going to be greeted next by a
maid enthusing: "A failed stand-up comedian?
Oh! They're the funniest ones!"

The owner pulled out a map, and
although it was two in the morning seemed
intent on showing me where everything was.

"24-hour Wellcome here," he pointed to a
building across from the hostel, "your
passport visa extension place here," he
pointed somewhere else, "and airport minibus
stop here."

What a superb, polite little gentleman,
probably knows everything.

"And the whores," T asked politely.

There was a pause. Damn, perhaps I'd
blown it. He was going to throw me out.

"Room 18,500 HK dollar for one hour.
Twenny percen' discount if you le' me watch."

As 1 staggered back into my room, the
door next to mine opened. A cute Filipina
face popped out: "Hello there sit," she
smiled.

"Hello there," 1 answered.

"I am the maid — see you in the
morning."

"Okay then."

I closed the door. Alone in my room.
But from the sounds I heard as I was trying
to get to sleep, she spent the rest of the
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night cleaning some American guy's room.
And he really enjoyed it.

The morning arrived with a strong twinge
of fear in my lower abdomen. I remembered
what friends had warned me about the
officials I would be meeting in an hour or
so — any chance they got they would try to
screw me, and if I didn't give them a chance
they might just make one up and do it
anyway. Added to that was a piece of
hearsay, that in order to get my resident visa,
I would need to show my ticket out of
Taiwan — which I didn't have.

I got to the office just before it opened
at nine and was second in line, just behind a
tall African man. He took his turn while I
tried to steady my shakiness and fill in the
form. His conversation wasn't helping things:

"Here are my documents."

"You need the birth certificate."

"I did not need it last time."

"That's right, you didn't."

"I do not have it."

"That's right, you don't."

"But if I have to get it, I will have to
go back to my country.”

"That's right, you will."

"But that makes it almost impossible for
anyone to get it."

"That's right, it does."

Face with such masterful non-argument,
he was defeated and slinked away. Which
made it my turn.

"Hello," 1 tried, cheery.

"Hello," an answer, but definitely not
cheery.

"I overstayed my visa
in Taiwan. I need a
resident wvisa."

"How long?" she asked.

Here was my game-plan,
make it sound worse than
it was.

"A month and a half I
think."

She looked serious and
took my passport, perhaps
I'd overdone it. She looked

in and...smiled.

"No, only twenty three."

"Oh," I acted pleasantly sutprised (was
this actually working?), "oh well. That's better."

"Please write a letter about why you
overstayed."

She handed me paper and pen. 1 wrote a
long, industrious text about the fall of man,
my own personal culpability and the penance
I expected to undertake.

She took a look and seemed to like what
she saw.

"You will come back tomorrow, cost will
be seven hundred and fifty dollars."

This was a blow — 1 had been told I
could collect on the same day and that the
cost would be far less. Perhaps that was the
foursst visa, not the resident visa. In any case
my flight was early the next morning, so
better to just get the cheaper one and change
it when I got to Taiwan.

"Erm, ah. My flight is ecatly tomorrow.
Can I just get a tourist visa please?"

She stopped what she was doing, put
everything down and looked me in the eyes.
There was a silence, during which 1 came
close to wetting myself.

"You want a visa or you don't want a
visa," with a tone of voice suggesting if 1
wanted one at all, I'd better just be quiet and
let her get on with it.

"I want a resident visa, that one we were
talking about before. I want that one."

She relaxed and handed me a receipt.

"You come back tomorrow, eleven o'clock.”

"Right then," I tried to tease in the
vaguest suggestion of "but thatll mean
changing my flight". She seemed oblivious.

I changed my flight, making use of Hong
Kong's free local calls by copying what the
locals did and walking into a shop, using the
phone and walking out again. Free or not, it
felt damned rude, so I walked back in and
bought a t-shirt. I spent lunch enjoying a
Western style sandwich at Oliver's Super
Sandwiches, though they should change the
name to Oliver's Super Sandwiches and
Frankly Disgusting Coffee.

The trip went pretty smoothly after that,
I got my visa with no problems the following
morning and managed to get a ticket to that
night's Rolling Stones Concert. The concert
over, I stumbled out of the stadium to a
phone box, time to update mom on my
escapades before crashing for the night and
getting the first flight out the next day.

"Mamll

"Yes?"

"I'm in Hong Kong."

"Hong Kongl!?"

"I've just been to see the Rolling Stones."

"The Rolling Stonesr!"

"I gotta go now, bye."

"ByTe?!"




Long-ge's
‘Long Live

The heart and soul of an
Amis drunkard
HREE YEARS ago, Taitung

BY SCOTT EZELL
T abo-folksingers Banai (E2%%) and Chen

Jian-nian (’%ﬁ@fﬁ) were racking up
sales with new releases for the local label
Taiwan Colors Music (TCM). That's the only
reason the label even began producing its
recently released Zong Zrive, a raw, rough
jewel of abo-folk and talking blues that would
be could have easily been ruined. But it
wasn't.

The album puts the name of the
recording artist a Long Live, though I prefer
to call him Long-ge (FEHF) and will do so
here. He shuffles through the album with his
bottles and his cigarettes, doing nothing
special except being himself, which as we all
know is damn near impossible in the music
industry. He thwacks the chords and melody
out of an NT$800 guitar, forgets whole verses
of songs, and spins stories like he has not a
care in the world. The singing is primarily in
Mandarin, with a few songs in Amis, his
native aboriginal tongue. All of it is captured
through recording media and pub PAs that
add hisses and buzzes and aspirate pops on
the "p"s.

The recording is a rare accomplishment. When
folk or aboriginal music is moved from the
street to the studio it is usually ruined.
Long-ge was probably able to escape because
he's so far out of the loop that the music
industry machine couldn't pick him up on its
radar. TCM is also the kind of label that
allows such music to happen.

My favorite cut on the album is
"Myself", in which Long-ge lays his drunkard
self out on the table and stumbles in and out
of politics and metaphysics, but without ever
leaving himself behind. Some of the lines go
like this: "Drunken, who's never been? Lee
Tung-hui has been, Chen Shui-bian's even
worse, Lien Chan just yesterday (this is
nothing to do with politics!)" He also laments
his own prospects within Taiwan's dollar
democracy: "It's been a really long time since
I had work, a long time since I had a
tomorrow, a long time since I had a future."
Then resignation emerges near the end of the
song, as Long-ge sings, "I look at the
calendar, already 30 years have gone by...but
I'm still me, I'm still me..."

The album starts off with a song of
wandering, a familiar theme of among abo
folksingers that's often related to cultural
disenfranchisement. Later in "Unfait", he
brings theme into overtly political terrain. The
song claims that aboriginals are the true
owners of this land, and the fish and game
of the rivers and mountains. The song goes
on to say that, "Taiwan's ecology has been
destroyed/ It's not aboriginals' fault/ Taiwan's
original mountain forests were not destroyed
by aboriginals." Unfortunately it's a rather
simplistic take on a thorny issue. Certainly it
was not aboriginal culture that destroyed the
forests, though the actual work of felling and
hauling the giant hinoki of the ancient forests
was done by tribal workers. They were hired
and forced to do so by Han Chinese
conglomerates who acquired the rights from
the KMT. Taiwanese aboriginals are
unfortunately implicated in the destruction of
their own land and traditions.

= 1

The last two songs are traditional Amis
songs, sung gorgeously and in vocal harmony
with another Amis singer, Li Bao-rong. These
come off as effortless, and also connect
secamlessly with the rest of the album.
Long-ge seems to have internalized his
traditional musical heritage, and maintained it
within himself even while he has evolved into
musical autonomy.

The liner notes of Zong Live and much
of the promotional material surrounding
Long-ge romanticize his drinking, turning him
into a sort of noble drunkard. On one hand
I something valid in Long-ge's refusal to grow
up ("Refuse to Grow up", song #06). Maybe a
certain level of self-destruction is preferable to
furthering the wholesale destruction of the
earth and his own culture. But at the same
time, the death and destruction I've seen
come out of a bottle also makes me cringe.
To simply stand up and sing what he is with
no apology is Long-ge's greatest
accomplishment in these songs. His voice and
heart wouldn't change if he never took
another hit of wine.

Long ge plays Witchs Pub Thursday metit
at 9230 and it should be a rollcking good
show. Lellow Amis siger Li Bao-rong will
Join him on stage, as will A-munor, the roving
a2bo backing band., Longge’s album, Lono
Live, 15 avarable ar FEslire stores, White
Wabbir Records ar the Wal] and at most

muajor record stores.

Long Live
(FE)

Artist: Long Live (FEET)
Label: TCM
Released: January 2004
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BY JEREMY HELLARD

DAVID CHEN and the Muddy Basin
Ramblers were certainly the sharpest dressed
musicians I'd seen in a while. Fedoras at
jaunty angles, clothes that may well have been
ironed, a guy tap-dancing in the man from
Del Monte's suit, and in the midst of it all,
this guy playing sweet, sweet slide guitar and
singing with a voice straight off a 1930's
blues record, without the crackling sound.

David Chen is from Chillicothe, Ohio, a
place I can barely pronounce let alone
imagine. He's a real band leader, and in the
course of a gig he gradually whips this
raggle-taggle bunch of foreigners into a frenzy
of tapping, washboard, spoons and multiple
kazoos. Alongside is harp player Conor
Prunty, who provides his lonesome moan to
counter Chen's high tenor growl.

When they play, they often play at
Peshawar. If you've been wandering around
the Shi Ta (HfiK) area on a Saturday
evening, you may well have stumbled across
its low door, which looks rather too
Meditetranean to be in Asia. It's a small
bohemian tea house and pub that hosts
performances on Saturday nights. By the
second set, Chen's band invariably has the
place rocking fit to bust, and often jam well
into the night when the punters have faded
away.

The Muddy Basin Ramblers, or Muddy Boys
as they have been known, formed in the
mountains around Taipei through jams
between colleagues Chen, George W. Thelin
(Will), from Omaha, Nebraska, and
Californian, Tim Hogan. Their playing
preserves the spontaneous feel of a small
circle of friends adding their spice to good

blue.i L C

time standards, and above all having fun. At
a show, you're sure to end up tapping your
feet, and even hooting and hollering by the
end of the night.

Although Chen does write songs, he
claims to be "no songwriter", and prefers to
keep to traditional material - Robert Johnson,
Big Bill Broonzy, Mississippi John Hurt —
though you may catch some of his originals
as the night goes on. And even if old time
"blues and hokum" is not your bag, his
ecstatic facial contortions are priceless.

A recent feature of Muddy Basin gigs has
been the addition of friends Sandy Murray
and Dennis on tenor sax, clarinet, and
bouzouki (a Greek stringed instrument), which
can lend a great swing to the music,
particularly towards the end of the evening,
though the extra instruments sometimes tend
to obscure the guitar.

Harmonica virtuoso Prunty, the only band
member without a hat, is from Harrow,
England. He plays through a microphone to
achieve a tense, smoky reverb reminiscent of
playing in a tunnel. Although he mostly plays

David (hen WI|| do more than just play old blues standards from the 1930s, he'll get you whooping and hollering too. pHoTO: DAVD CHEN

an accompanying role to Chen, he leads a
few pieces, including every harp player's
dream, the old jazz traditional Work Song
which gets everyone stomping their feet.
Outside of the Muddy Basin Boys, you'll also
find him jamming around the dingier corners
of Taipei, or in the newly opened
Bobwundaye (a bar hidden near Liuchangli
MRT station off Chia Hsing St).

Percussionist Tim Hogan, has perhaps the
largest collection of things that go click,
scratch and bang I have seen, and with them
he keeps the whole affair chugging along like
a train. Will Thelin, the tap-dancer in the
sharp white suit, plays harp and kazoo as
well as various bottles and pipes. He also
sings with a beautifully clear tenor. Once I
asked why they didn't play pop music, and
Will responded, "We do, its just 1930s pop
music."

LDavid Chen and the Muddy Basin
Ramblers, play on Saturday, March 13 from
EFpm onwards ar Peshawar, located at J,
Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taper /ﬁ,ﬁ/ﬁiﬁ}f /;%?80
ZIHE). Come early 1f you want a table
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

% Post Everything

Fri, Mar 12 from 8pm to midnight

Nowhere (Ffiff), 1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng
S Rd (HALT#7 LRI = PL60E:15%)
Ph:(02)2362- 5241

Tickets: NT$150

Post-folk electronica, indie dance, bit noise,
and beat-oriented hip hop by CHEWIE, MR.
78, LIN CHIANG, and CHE-CHE. The event
takes places in a cafe/pub and art space
near National Taiwan University (NTU) area.
Y% Lin Wei-chih and Su Da Lu
(PRI +BRF T RS )

Sat, Mar 13 at 8pm

Red House Theatre (%I f8&155),
Rd, Taipei (SAEiTiCARES10557)
Ph: (02) 2311-9380

Tickets: NT$600 through ERA ticket outlets
Lin Wei-chih is a pop-rock producer, known
especially for Faith Yang's albums, and also a
performer in his own right. Interestingly, the
band he's assembled here is borrowed com-
pletely from the post-punk band LTK, a group
known for being extreme in its politics, shock
value stunts, and music. LTK's lead singer and
ring leader, Hsiao Ko, however is not includ-
ed. Also added to this mix, and making it
even more random, is Su Da Lu, a female
vocalist-led band out of Chengchih University.

* Free Outdoor Party

TH1 Party 3

Sat, Mar 13 from 5pm to midnight

Riverside Park under the Huachung Bridge
(FEE AR

The third free, outdoor, pre-midngiht rave by
LIN CHIANG (#£75#) and DJ @llen in a series
they initiated earlier this year. The scene
recreates Taiwan's early rave atmosphere by
putting the same sound system back under
the same bridge where it all started eight
years ago. The lineup includes, in order: DJ
Lin Chiang; Weathermen (% % A ), electron-
ic-rock; Lin Chiang; Emily (E%), post-rock;
Lin Chiang; KBn (yLLL)E), DJ Stingray; and
DJ @llen.

% % Spring Scream

Mar 26 to April 4

Tickets: Ten day passes must be bought in
advance and will cost NT$1400 if purchased
through ATM bank transfer (see website for
instructions), or NT$1500 if purchased at The
Wall (see Rock and Jazz Clubs below for the
address) or other outlets (to be announced).
One day passes will be available at the con-
cert entrance for around the same price as
the ten day pass.

Web: www.springscream.com

This year it's 10 years for 10 days, with a
power line up of bands coming over the con-
cert's final weekend, which coincides with the
Tomb Sweeping Day holiday. This year there
will be 2 main stages, and one smaller stage.
Bands will play longer sets than previously
and have more time for sound checks. Last
year there were around 160 bands; this year
should have at least as many.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLTi{ZZ FPUEE345858155%1555)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Wednesdays: acoustic jazz
and blues by GREG JACKETT on acoustic gui-
tar and AIGNER on Hamish keyboards. Fridays:
EARL HINES JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic
bass plus electric guitar and drums. Satur-
days: 1-JU JAZZ QUARTET featuring special
guest musicians. Performances from 9:30pm,
NT$150 minimum.

% Blue Note

(EERH)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(FESTIERE = F1715744)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (&M EESHER) B 2s), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&JLrifA{E&101557)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

10 Chengdu

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (&HdLrfitf
g Er1525764%)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Bands often play weekend
nights, Sunday afternoons, sometimes other
days as well.

* Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (HLHiHREEH675%)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday:
WORD, an open mic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open mic night for musical
jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs. Closed Sun-
days. No cover.

% The Living Room

(N BEEE)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(ZiL
TR AR S EE 8531

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Mondays: college bands, usually
no cover. Tuesdays: Acoustic Moods with
GREG TACKETT, blending Spanish, flamenco,
fingerpicking, and blues styles, 7:30 to 8:
30pm. Underworld Wednesdays: the dope
hip-hop, your favorite clubs don't play, 9pm
to 12am, NT$200. Thursdays: Showcase Jams,
If you can play, bring your instrument. If you
can't, bring a date. Fridays/Saturdays: bands
and/or DJs.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GEUERIIERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - &#E KEZSHEE
)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Mar 12: CHIPIN &
KAIYA, piano plus violin, jazz, , 8pm, NT
$250. Sat, Mar 13: WEI GU-LIN (Bi%3BE), a
classically trained female vocalist, 8pm, NT
$250. Fri, Mar 19: Dancing in Paris Series No.
1 - WAN JUN (%i#) and YA CHEN (§f%%), pi-
ano & violin duet, 8pm, NT$250.

% % Peshawar

(FEELIL)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& ALTfiklA RS
80:#:35%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, Mar 13: DAVID CHEN AND THE
MUDDY BASIN RAMBLERS (& dLEEFH/NT), a
raggle-taggle band of expats play bluegrass
from the Muddy Basin.

% % Riverside Music Cafe
(A S)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (BLTTAEATIRES3EL24445257B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Thurs, Mar 11: DELTA ON
MAIN STREET, jazz. Fri, Mar 12: RIVERSIDE
JAZZ COLLECTIVE, a quartet. Sat, Mar 13:
STICKY RICE, funk-pock, Sun, Mar 14: 13 and
VITAMIN (fEfhdy). Mon, Mar 15: Open Jam,
free. Tues, Mar 16: FRECKLE (% $f) and
ROCKING CHAIR (#:#4/5). Wed, Mar 17: SO
WHAT and BU CHENG ZAl (ARIE{F¥). Thurs,
Mar 18: Re.cord.ed.z Nite, NT$100. Fri, Mar
19: J.E.G. (iEff) Jazz Band, a quartet of
guitar, keys, sax and drums playing contem-
porary jazz and classics. Sat, Mar 20: RELAX
ONE (i%%%2%r), pop rock, and OUT OF CON-
TROL (4:#%). Sun, Mar 21: HOTPINK, the lat-
est local incarnation of riot grrrl punk, and
FORMULA.

% The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipei (GILHibALRA657)
Ph: (02) 2772-0948

No cover charge and live music four days a
week. Taipei's most authentic Irish pub.
Thursday: ROCK CITY, 8:30 to 11:30pm. Fri-
days: HORIZON, a rock cover band, 9pm to
1am. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND plays
rowdy rock covers, 10pm to 1am. Sundays:
jazz trio led by New Orleans native ABE
KENYATTA, 5 to 9pm.

% % Underworld

(1 Tk Er)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(JLrififiARE4555%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250.

Thurs, Mar 4: BOHEMIA (JZP5k5H) and BAD
DAUGHTER (#£7z5d), two post rock bands on
the local record label White Rabbit. Fri, Mar
5: SO WHAT, playing a special show. Sat, Mar
6: COACH (%) and TSUYOU FEI (H HH7R).
Thurs, Mar 11: VITAMIN (#ftfhiy) and GRAY
MACHINE (Jx#%%%). Fri, Mar 12: TUBE and 13
(-+=). Sat, Mar 13: 78bpm, electronica, and
WEATHERMEN (%&%: \), rock-electronic fusion.
Thurs, Mar 18: experimental noise night with
BLACK WOLF (¥ 45) and TA YE (‘E7&). Fri,
Mar 19: GROUPIE (5 A ), rock, and WOLF
WHISTLE. Sat, Mar 20: Hsiao-lei Night (/N&
Z1%), no performance.

% % The Wall

(EiE)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (i Hrigisry
F%20055%B1)

Ph:(02)2778-9774

Web :www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500

The Wall is Taipei's rocketeria, including the
city's best rock stage and about a dozen ven-
dors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and other
rock necessities. The bar is open nightly with
DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT $50
less in advance, and the ticket price includes
one drink. Fri, Mar 12: SO WHAT, HIHER (%
5d), and BACK QUARTER (PY43), hard rock-
ers, 9pm, NT$300. Sat, Mar 13: CHICKEN RICE
(ZEFRER), recently reformed and still playing
rockabilly, and THE MOOKS, Tainan expats
playing straight up 70s funk, 9pm, NT$300.
Wed, Mar 17: DOLL KILLER(ZE#:T-) and AP-
PLE MONKEY (##4%:4+), 8pm, NTS$200. Fri,
Mar 19: ROCKING CHAIR (#:#%43), ZAYIN, and
XL, hardcore/nu-metal, 9pm, NT$300. Sat,
Mar 20: three expat rock bands SISTER
WHITE (Ff&7z), a visual rock sound, if that
makes any sense; 22, a new Taichung funk 'n
jam band made up of ex-Dribdas musicians
Wade Davis and Stephoo; and MILK, still out-
lasting their audiences with intense Canadian
jam rock , 9pm, NT$300.

% Witches Pub

(ZCHEIE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(AbriHrE g 3B 56487 55%)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and adjoining a lesbian book-
store. Meals served from noon to 9pm. Shows
begin at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250,
one drink included. Thurs, Mar 11: LONG LIVE
(#EEF19), folk-blues by an Amis singer from
Taitung, now touring to support his new al-
bum on TCM. Fri, Mar 12: JIE JIN BAND (#i
4i[E), Sat, Mar 13: SU DA LU BAND (#fF]#%
“41g)). Thurs, Mar 18: MEI NAI-ZI BAND (357}
WE4SHE). Fri, Mar 19: YEH SHU-YIN (ZEREY) &
FIFTH YEAR BAND (7 fFffi K%4k). Sat, Mar
20: WANG YING-MENG (T JEHH), a wanderer's
accordion music.

Social Dance

% Salsa

Saturdays: CLUB 75 has a Latin band and
some salsa dancing, minimum charge NT$300.
75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipei (&bt
R LHERS S EET55R)

Ph: (02)2836-8910.

Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs), min-
imum charge NT$380 + 10%.

Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
1am.

BARRIO has salsa at least twice a week, see
Dance Clubs below.

For more information, see www.taipeisalsa.com.
% Tango

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the inter-
section of Kuangfu N Rd - & LTS 5L B B PY
EL1805714)

Ph: (02) 2570-0702

Argentine Tango dancing 7:30pm to midnight
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (or
every 3rd and 5th Sunday if the first day of
the month is Sunday). Free entrance, drink
or food purchase required.

For more information on Tango, see www.
tangotaiwan.com

% %k Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (& biifAs
F%225%B1,21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Wednesday: lounge nights, no cover.
Thrusdays: Sub-Rosa, deep house with DJs
COFFEY and K FANCY, NT$300, drink incl. Fri-
days and Saturdays, hip hop and dance mu-
sic: NT$500, drink incl. Fri, Mar 19: DJ A.J.
CRYPT (E-Biza Entertainment), a Swiss DJ who
has moved through drum 'n bass and back to
house, he is especially well known for found-
ing the RioParade, an electronic music
themed parade through the streets of Rio de
Janeiro, he plays in Taipei with DJ @llen and
other locals, NT$600, or NT$400 advance.

% Barrio
B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&L (b iR

T ER277%5B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A real salsa dancing scene that goes past
midnight plus some late night funk. Open for
dinner from 5pm with a recommended menu
including "Latino sushi." Tuesday: swing danc-
ing, free lesson 8:30pm. Wednesdays: CubaRi-
can Soul, salsa dancing, free lesson 8:30pm.
Thursday: Mexican Fiesta, all you can drink,
men NT$500, women NT$200. Friday: Samba
Night, a samba Brazilian party, NT$300. Sat-
urdays: Latin Fiesta, salsa dancing, free les-
son 8:30pm, cover NT$300. Closed Mondays.
Y % Circuit

5F, 72, Sec 2, Wuchang St, Hsimenting,
Taipei (GACTHIVEMIN] & — BE72555F)

Ph: (02) 2370-3162

Capacity: 600+/-

A new Hsimenting club with all of TeXound's
old DJs and one of Taipei's bigger dance
floors (no clutter here with tables and
booths). House, techno, and trance for a
raver crowd until 8am on Saturdays. Located
in the Hsi Wu Building (74 A f#)across from
the Lai Lai Department Store. Sunday and
Tuesday to Thursday: lounge nights, all you
can drink beer, NT$350 for men, NT$200 for
women. Fridays and Saturdays: club nights,
open until 7am, NT$500. Fri, Mar 19: ASHLEY
CASSELLE, a UK DJ from London's scene set-
ting nightclub Gatecrasher, playing funk fla-
vored progressive house/breaks and deep
trance (listen on the web: rtsp://phatstream-
ing.com/imprint/ashleycasselle.smi), with local
DJs ERIC HUANG, JOE, and TEDDY, NT$700,
or NT$500 in advance.

% Club 70s

Core Pacific Mall (FTEEHL), 12F, No 138, Sec
4, Pateh Rd, Taipei(=-bifi/\FEHs4E13857121%)
Retro-classy, for more seasoned scenesters (in
contrast to the younger crowd next door at
Plush and the kids at Party Room). Resident
DJs SL and Kelvin spin house &tc.

w Eden

11F, 98, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd (LT
PR IUEZ985E111)

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Recently reopened, but now on the 11th
floor. Still chic and kinda intimate.

% Fresh

2F, 7, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (Z]Lifi4:
LIRS — B 755 248)

Ph: (02) 2358-7701

A gay club that's straight friendly. The 2nd
floor bar is open nightly from 9pm to 3am
and 5am on weekends. Fridays and Saturdays:
the 3rd floor disco and 4th floor lounge are
open until 4am, NT$250.

% LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(IETT S BRI B 201 57 T0A)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Fri,
Mar 12: HERNAN CATTANEO, resident spinner
at the club Renaissance (Argentina) and in DJ
Mag's Top 20, will display his progressive/trib-
al/deep house talents in the Lotus Room, NT
$900, NTS$700 B4 11.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(& LT/ \fEg4EL138571248)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush. But the crowd is younger, B boy,
break dance, hip hop and connected especial-
ly to the row of hip hop stores in Hsiment-
ing. Sunday through Thursday, no cover. Fri-
days and Saturdays, women free, men NT$500
w/ drink. Sat, Mar 6: It's Time to Get Retro,
Pure 80" music all night with DJs PHILIP
TENG, KELVIN HSIE, Lin Jr, NT$500, women
free B4 11pm. Sat, Mar 13: Hip Hop Party,
one for the B-Boys with DJs DJs Chicano,
E-Dragon, KID, Kavin, Vincent, NT$500 or NT
$350 with flyer.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5dbifi/\fER54EL13857121)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies’ Night. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT$700.

% Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (H 4L K
U 182571F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Glowsticks if not gangsters. Resident DJs
Tiger and Stone spin progressive, breakbeat,
and tech house until 7am on weekends.
Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females free,
males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays: Disco
Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500 af-
ter. Closed other nights.




Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - &dbitAZH18%%B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT $500. Closed
other days.

* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
Jbrie LIFg s 2B 21855B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are 9pm
to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and Satur-
days: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
Jerfi<e LFE RS 15 1555B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and often
last) stop on the party express offers music
that's a bit dancier than at its sister club
(Roxy 99), but always including some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only: NT
$300. No entry without ID.

% Rush

3F, 173, Sec 3, Huichung Rd, Taichung (&t
TR = B 173573 1)

Ph: (04) 2381-6905

A happening club in Taichung for electronic
dance music. Fri, Mar 12: Angels Party (Kf#
JR %) with DJs HAN (Team Samadhi), BLUE-
MAN (£ R T.7E2), EDMUND (AAAportlS), SA-
TAN!!!  (VooDooTech), and DAVID S. (DECA-
DENCE HK/#5 & i T.{F %), breakbeat with a
flourish of tribal between 5 and 7am, NT$500,
NT$350 B4 12:30am, women free all night.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&Ll
PR —EE9157B1)

Somewhat legendary for late night random-
ness, the crowd is now mostly students. Music
is still has rock mixes though strays into
house, hip hop and occasionally drum 'n bass.
Thursdays: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women
free, men NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink
included. Sundays: NT$200, drink included.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR Bl L — EE24955B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

Classical

% Carmen Linares & Group
National Concert Hall (%235 448E)

Thurs, Mar 11 at 7:30pm

Tickets: NT$400 to 1,800

Carmen Linares is an internationally acclaimed
Spanish singer. Here in Taipei she will per-
form with a six-piece band, singing songs from
Un ramito de locura, an album that is wildly
popular in Spain.

% Taiwan Brass Quintet Con-

cert

National Concert Hall ([&57 & 445E)
Sat, Mar 13 at 7:30pm

Tickets: NT$200 to 1,000

A performance of popular songs by composers
Teng Yu-shian, Lu Chuan-sheng, Cheng
Chih-jen, and Lin Yi-wen.

% % Salvatore Licitra

National Concert Hall (%235 %48E)

Thurs, Mar 11 at 7:30pm

Tickets: NT$1,000 to 2,500

Licitra's recent rise in the world of classical
has placed him as one of the world's top
tenors. An lItalian, he is especially known for
singing arias from some of the best known op-
eras in his native tongue. In Taipei he'll per-
form selections from Verdi's Aida and Puccini's
Tosca, Turandot, and Manon Lescaut.

Y
LD

* Taipei Film Festival

Festival dates: Mar 21 to Apr 2

Tickets: NT$180, or NT$120 for weekday films
shown before 6pm. Advance tickets will cost
NT$150, or NT$100 for weekday films shown
before 6pm. Popular films in Taipei festivals
tend to sell out, so advance purchases are
recommended. Advanced tickets will be sold
until Mar 20.

Web: www.tiff.org.tw

This year the focused-city will be Madrid and
Barcelona, and at least 40 feature films by
Spanish directors will be shown. Instead of
choosing two cities from different countries,

the idea is to present both the great tradition
of the Spanish classical cinema as well as
their recent magnificent works. In addition,
the festival also contains a competition sec-
tion encouraging local film creation. This com-
petition section not only attracts the attention
of many professional cineastes but also en-
courages Taipei citizens to pick up their DV
camera documenting their personal impression
about Taipei city. Screenings will take place
in Taipei Hughson Hall, Taipei Municipal Edu-
cation Hall, and Spot Taipei Film House.

»

% %D.A.V.E.
Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(B Z BREIGE B BRR5)

Fri, Mar 12 and Sat, Mar 13 at 7:30pm
Tickets: NT$600

D.A.V.E. stands for Digital Amplified Video En-
gine. The experimental performance is a con-
ceptual attempt to alter the human body to
its greatest potential degree. Aided by tech-
nology, the dancer's body parts play a variety
of unexpected roles, even melding with the
stage, and transcending the limitations of the
natural physical form. The main theme is pro-
jection, but projected images are not inde-
pendent, they are integrated with the dancer’s
motions on stage. The work is a collaboration
of media artist/composer Klaus Obermaier and
choreographer/dancer Chris Haring. It pre-
miered at the Singapore Arts Festival in 2000.
Y % Bamboo Dream

National Theatre (FIZEEIFT)

Fri, Mar 12, 13 and 15 to 19 at 7:45pm Sun-
day, Mar 14 at 4pm

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

Taiwan's premier modern dance troupe, Cloud
Gate Dance Theater (ZE[1%%%£), here performs
a classic of international acclaim. Le Figaro
called it "Great Art!" The Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung wrote that "such beauty and
perfection...is hardly offered in the current
dance world." The piece is composed of seven
scenes and played by 20 dancers. The action
takes place in a bamboo forest of huge
stalks, and in the course of the dance, sea-
sons seem to change, representing the passage
of time and offering parallels to other trans-
formations.

* Taipei Eye

(ZALEEAI)

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm, Mar 12 to Apr
3 Taiwan Cement Hall (& /kie-LHEE), 113,
Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei(#&dbmidLdbEE
ZEE1135%)

Ph: (02) 2568-2677

Tickets: NT$880.

A special performance venue created to intro-
duce classical Chinese performance to visitors.
Puppet Theatre by the Hsiao Hsi Yuan Puppet
Theatre group and choice Beijing Opera of the
season by the Taipei Li-yuan Chinese Opera
Theater.

Museums

% % Museum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei

(BALE ZTiTAE)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (% k103K 6 &
RATEE3957)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

SPELLBOUND AURA - NEW VISION OF CHINESE
PHOTOGRAPHY  ({Hjifi A& -- 3 AR HTHLAL): A
blockbuster show on the state of contempo-
rary "Chinese" photography, including 12 artists
from Taiwanese, 12 from mainland China, and
one from Hong Kong. It is co-curated by Tai-
wan's Yao Jui-chung and China's Zhu Qi ().
The show puts photography as a sort of u-
ber-media that transcends most modes of
artistic production today and affects how we
see the world. Through May 2.

% National Museum of History
(7R 5 A )

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&ALTTFTEFEE49%5%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

CHAO CHUNG-HSIANG, THE SEEKER OF ETERNI-
TY (A ot-KIENE=%H%E), abstract
expressionism from the 1970s. Through Apr 4.
THE EXHIBITION OF WRITING BRUSH (%6 T#k
¥-3H% %), well, obviously the museum has
fired their English translator, but this show
features a collection of calligraphy brushes,
some ornate and some old. Through Mar 28.
LAYERS OF LIGHT AND SHADOW: KU PING'S
WORLD OF DECONSTRUCTION: ({548 Sl — RN
R 5%), abstract painting meets op art.
Through Apr 4.

% National Palace Museum
(BT HC S ERe)

Twenty bars in a
betel nut shell

BY WINOPETE

AS T'VE lately been in touch with
many new readers, I thought I'd just
make some very brief comments about
some of the bars around Taipei. This is
a random list of 20 bars, not a top 20.
Who ever said life was fair?

BACK YARD (4, Lane 23, Sec 2, Anho
Rd): Japanese-style place with large range
of expensive wines and whiskeys.
BARRIO (B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd):
Taipei needs a good Latin bar, but my
gut feeling is that this new place just
won't cut the guacamole.
BOBWUNDAYE (26, Lane 38 Chongteh St): A nice, new basic bar in
a second rate location. Lots of PR will be needed for this place to do well.
BRASS MONKEY (166 Fuhsing N Rd): Needs a happy hour. Offers
a range of activities not offered by other bars, e.g. quizzes, teachet's
nights, etc.

CARNEGIE'S (100, Sec 2, Anho Rd): Mote a club than a pub. Has a
long happy hour, good food, plus good wine, whiskey and cocktail
selections. Post-HH prices rather steep. Slack service on the terrace.
DAN RYAN'S (8 Tunhua N Rd): Despite detetiorating service
standards, Dan's still makes the best G&Ts and Bloody Mary's in town.
GREAT EASTERN TAVERN (336 Changchun Rd): Focus on wine
and whiskey. Unfortunately, lots of talk and little action from the new
owner.

MALIBU EAST (5, Lane 91, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd - off Ren-ai citcle):
How the mighty have fallen! Great from '94 to '96, but appears on its
last legs in 2004.

MY PLACE (in the "Zone': The most cozy bar in the 'Combat Zone'
Has decent beer specials, but terrible food.

MY OTHER PLACE (303 Fuhsing N Rd): Good happy hour,
reasonable food, and has a big screen for sports broadcasts.

Q-BAR (16, Alley 19, Lane 216, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd): Great
burgers and good happy hour. Post HH prices rather high though.
ROCK OLDIES (22, Lane 231, Fuhsing N Rd): An OK bar that
recently moved to its new Ren-ai Rd location. Nothing special, but
nothing too bad either.

ROXY WAVE (161 , Chienkuo S Rd): Dubious location, but it's
already attracting large, typical Roxy crowds. Quite pricey.

SALSA LATINA (6, Lane 231, Fuhsing N Rd): An OK bar, but
given the owners' expetience, is a consistent under-petformer.

TAPAS (50 Hoping W Rd): The closest thing to a wine bar in Taipei.
Very reasonable prices. Service sometimes scatty.

TEQUILA SUNRISE (Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd): Dishes up reasonable
food, great margaritas and cheap San Migs. However, generally a
boring drinking place.

THE PIG (Tienmu E Rd): Musty old haunt for musty old foreigners
and naive Taiwanese. Good Sunday jazz.

THE SHANNON (4 Tunhua N Rd): Improving slowly, but the food
here is still dodgy. An extensive live music program concentrates on
quantity, rather than quality.

VOICE: Good beer specials, nice outside seating, but limited food.
Needs to do more.

THE TAVERN (5, Lane 380, Sec 1, Keelung Rd): Good food and
good happy hour, but does it really need all those TV screens?

Now for the pub news...

ST. PATRICK'S DAY AT CARNEGIE'S: For March 17, Catnegie's
has a range of St. Pat's day specials. Murphy's Irish stout, Bailey's and
Jameson whiskey are just NT$100 each all day long. From 7 to 9pm,
500 cans of Murphy's will be given away for FREE, so if you're
among the first 500 to walk in the door early that evening, there's a
good chance you'll score some FREE Murphy's. Then from 9pm dll
closing, all women, plus blokes in Irish kilts, will get some free
French 'champers.'

Of course, there will also be big St.Patrick's Day parties at The
Brass Monkey, and The Shannon keeps promising to send me an
e-mail with all their info, but they have yet to do so.

WINE TASTING AT TAPAS: Tapas has informed me that they will
hold a wine tasting on Saturday, March 20 from 7 to 10pm. There'll
be 4 reds and 2 whites to try, and the wines will probably be New
World wines (the exact labels will be finalized next week). Cost will

be NT$100 a glass. There'll be munchies too.

HAPPY DRINKING!

Emald your pub aews (o winopete@botmal com.
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221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (
16 AR R 2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by Chi-
nese emperors and includes ceramics, porce-
lain, calligraphy, painting, ritual bronzes,
jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets, enamel
wares, writing accessories, carvings, embroi-
dery and rare books.

THROUGH THE PRISM OF THE PAST: ANTI-
QUARIAN TRENDS IN CHINESE ART OF THE
16TH AND 18TH CENTURIES looks at how the
literati of thriving late Ming era viewed and
venerated objects from the past. Through
Mar 14. NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TRADITION:
ASPECTS OF EARLY CHING COURT PAINTING.
This exhibit covers more than a century from
about 1650 to around 1760, the time of the
early Ching. Era painters paid tribute to the
literati of the Ming while also innovating new
expressive styles, adopting influences from
Western painting, and began using oils, not
just the water-based inks and colors that
confined painting to paper and silk. Through
Mar 25.

ADMINISTERING RIVERS IS LIKE GOVERNING A
STATE: an exhibition of river engineering
plans and related archival materials from the
Qing Dynasty. Through Apr 30.

% Shihsanhang Museum of

Archeology

(H=1TER)

200 Museum Rd., Bali Hsiang, Taipei County
LR 249 /YR YRR 200557)

Ph: (02) 2619-1313

Web: www.sshm.tpc.gov.tw

A museum of archeology for dedicated to the
nearby prehistoric site of an iron smelting
culture. REVISITING SHIHSANHANG, objects
from the collection, Mar 1 to 31. UNDER ONE
SET OF EAVES, an exhibition of Malaysia's
Iban peoples, an aboriginal group possibly re-
lated to Taiwan's own aboriginal peoples.
Through Mar 31.

% %k Taipei Fine Arts Museum
B ALTILZEMTAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
IJJitE% “E1815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

THE STORY OF TIME - SELECTIONS FROM THE
TFAM COLLECTION: This is not just the con-
servative part of the collection, it also in-
cludes Miyajima Tetsuo's Counter Three Thou-
sand, a work that will make you feel like
one of those monkeys from Kuberik's 2001, a
Space Odyssey. Through Mar 28.

=B Ea

(AErif

neevelte Rd (BT = E244E2WB1), Tungnanya Movie Theater. .:|_ Lane- 1

13683W), Tapas & Creperie,

Seattle Coffes, 1F,

(EEFERI9T), New York Bagels,
e =E181%), Spot — Taipei Film House, 18, 5
Sungchiang Rd (3ILEFO7HEO 14H), Breeze anter Arnhassadnr Theater, 7F, 30, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd ({8 H&H #H—
G' day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (H={g
Cate Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun S
#8%), Citizen Cain, 6

Lane 93, Shihta Rd (Bl X 2§
Saints & Sinners, 114-11
(EHE—E127F

REFLECTIONS OF THE SEVENTIES - TAIWAN EX-
PLORES ITS OWN REALITY: Amidst social
change art was by turns influenced by West-
ern abstraction and representational styles.
The show includes painting, photography, ce-
ramics and other media. Through May 9.
PHOTOGRAPHICA AUSTRALIS: a traveling ex-
hibit displaying modern Australian society
through the eyes of 13 Australian artists.
They focus on: 1) Biodiversity, 2) Art and
Suburbia, and 3) Intersections (such as Con-
sumerism vs. Culture and Individual vs. Politi-
cal). Through Mar 18.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PERMANENT COLLEC-
TION. Through Mar 14.

CONTEMPORARY INK PAINTING AND INK IN
CONTEMPORARY ART: a look at the works of
13 artists born between 1940 and 1965, and
the way they used traditional Chinese brush
painting in a modern context, especially dur-
ing the 1980s. Through Apr 25.

Galleries

% % IT Park Art Gallery
(T )

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JtififftimEfi4055%2-344)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

WU CHI-TSUNG SOLO EXHIBITION (%2 Z= 3 {j#
J#): One of Wu's pieces looks like a film or
video of a camera moving over a simulated
and gridded mountain landscape. It's created
by projecting light over a rumpled wire
screen. Other works also explore the tranquil
beauty of unconventionally virtual landscapes.
Through Apr 10. Opening Sat, Mar 13 from
7pm.

Y Mulan Arts

(RRE#EAT)

1F, 28, Lane 260, Guangfu S Rd

Ph: (02) 8771-5559

SUPREME COURT PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION
COMPETITION EXHIBITION:  proposed models
for public art to be displayed at the Supreme
Court #2 office building, including Li
Chih-wen's "Mountains and Water", Huang
Ming-chih's "Testimony”, and Lu Ming-teh's
"Regulation New Phenomenon”. Through Mar 27.
% Pacific Cultural Foundation
CRRPES AR S 8l L)

B1, 38, Sec 3, Chonching S Rd (&FEB¥Ffg =%
387B1)

Ph: (02) 2337-7155

CLOCKWISE, a show of paintings by German
artist Gabriele Nold, who has been living in
Taiwan for the last six years. Through Apr 3.

% %k SLY Art
(CHTEEE)

'-_|f| h 1F'I

2B Yitung St ( tHiE fﬁ?ﬂ&":

o MR a0

N4E), The Liuing Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2,
Taipei (HALHTHLAEES —
Ph: (02) 2561-1548
Web: www.etat.com/slyart/
ON THE RUN by Shujane Lee is a photo/video
remix of classic Hollywood films to the
themes of sadness, waiting, and futility - a
Sisyphus character inanely rolls his big ball
up the hill, while nearby, Cary Grant dodges
airplanes in a sample from the famous scene
in Hitchcock's North by Northwest. Meanwhile
wistful female characters - Greta Garbo's An-
na Karenina and Nicole Kidman's Virginia
Woolf - watch and wait. Through Mar 13.
* Taipei Artists Village
(B ACEBEEAT)
7 Beiping E Rd (5L b HER757)
Ph: (02) 3393-7377
Web: www.artistvillage.org
TANGIBLE EXPRESSION, a group show by four
artists: Norwegian artist Jannicke Laker will
show her video "Sketch for a rape scene" in
which actors repeatedly reenact a scene of
dominance - but when the action goes behind
the scenes the power struggle switches to
one amongst the crew making the film; Chiu
Chi-chin exhibits costumes that deal with the
whimsy of gender difference; Chen Jang-hua
explores the childlike notion of games with
interactive ropes and pulleys; and Australian
My Le Thi exhibits her collaborative piece
"Our Shoes" which, according to her state-
ment, is "about the human struggle, our vul-
nerability and adaptability”. Through Mar 28.
* % TIVAC
(5 BB .0
1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei
m G458 2955 1)

1 (02) 2773-3347
THE NEW ERA IN JAPAN'S PHOTOGRAPHY -
KOZO MIYOSHI'S "SAKURA" (H A Esariitid —
= IF # = TSAKURA ), a black and white
homage to sakura season, the annual opening
of cherry blossoms in the spring. Shooting in
urban parks since 1988, Japanese master
Miyoshi has captured this as something be-
tween a stunning natural phenomenon and a
manicured event for native tourists - the re-
sults are both beautiful and telling. Through
Mar 18.
DIGITAL BODY AESTHETIC (¥ A\ f83552%), A
SOLO SHOW BY CHANG GUANG-HO (& ¢ fl1):
Chang is a photographer, a photography crit-
ic, and believer in the new possibilities of
digital photography. Though he believes that
photography hasn't fundamentally changed
since it was invented in the late 1830s, he
also believes that the digital provides a
chance for a new photographic aesthetic. The

Chungshan N Rd,
EAER15.225%)

(10455t

1, Hoping W Rd (1 /881 @2 50%F), Taipei Artists Village, 7
23, Sec 1, Chunghsiao W Rd (23 A —E23W 118 ), Museum of Contemporary Art, 38 Changan W Rd
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 181, 5
2, Chungshan N Rd (% Lt —

, Alley

i 18%¢), Le Pigionner, 1F, 9, Lane 97,

29, Lane 12

images in this show are to that purpose. Mar
20 to Apr 8. Opening: Sat, Mar 21 at 2:
30pm. Gallery talk with the artist: Sat, Mar
27 at 2:30pm.

T M i

[ =

Sports

% Football

RED LIONS (Businessmans' League)
Contact: www.redlionsfc.com or
0958469131

TAIPEI ANIMALS (Businessmans' League)
Contact: www.taipeianimals.com, or taipeiani-
mals@hotmail.com

% Softball

CITIZEN CAIN

Contact: citizencain@asia.com.
* Rugby

TAIPEI BABOONS

Web: www.taipeirugby.com

A Taipei rugby football club for expats.
e

I

% Advertise in POTS Extra
POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-
native views. Weekly distribution to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. For ad rates and info: (02)
8667-6655 x207 (Chinese) or x225 (English).

% Distribute POTS

Distributing POTS is free and customer friend-
ly. If youd like to distribute POTS in your
cafe, restaurant, gallery, pub, or place of
business, call: (02) 8667-6655 x263 (Chinese)
or x225 (English).

% Intern needed, submissions

tolerated

Your chance to provide low cost labor and
get your subculture supporter ID badge by
working for POTS Extra: Chinese language
skills and a desire to learn required. Also,
submit article proposals, drawings, photos,
etc., no large attachments please, to: david-
frazier@lihpao.com.

Tony -

s, Riverside Cafe B1, 2, Lane 244,
. Roosevelie Rd (8 ByiE 251 &
7 Beiping Rd (Jk T B8 7HE),
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EE30%THL),

5, Manjing W Rd (R ¥ 55 o),
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295179 Red House Theater, 10 Chengdu Rd (R & 88 1058), Camegre s, 10C
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5, 8,
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B AL RS = B 1T R4
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| Ji$ 7
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Bt i s — B2 7082055 — 1%
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oM HT . EW
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BT 2RI 21 158 1F
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®DJ GUS V2 - BB ZH&
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O, EH IR PR
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®POST-EVERYTHING P&
H

3H13H(7X) NOWHERE
features:post-folk electronica/
indie dance/ bit noise/
beat-oriented hiphop

DJs:

FH 8:00-9:00PM

Chewie 9:00-10:00PM

AR 10:00-11:00PM

Mr.78 11:00-12:00PM

FT{E cafe/ HrAmEE&3EE60E: 157
150 B D e ] 4%
O®A.J.Crypt &it&HiEH
3/19, 2075 L4920 N BB fEH AT
FHEAAT Crypt HILEHEHT

EELPE EA9208 N E S GO T FHEA
DJ Tiesto,Paul van Dyk,Carl Cox,
Sander Kleinenberg,Sven Vath,John
Di gweed S8 #K DI BN F8 & 55 ‘+:|
RS HAD] 01 lenli FHE SEEEE
el

DJ A.J. Crypt (E-biza Entertainment)

D] @llen (la groove)

3/20 Saturday
11:00pm @ Moon Island, Taichung

FLYER K B 2634 - ht tp: / /homepage . mac .
com/minimallen/index.html
® Renaissance Asia Tour

featuring DJ Hernan Cattaneo
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DJ LINE UP:

2300-2430 HAN: BREAK BEAT

2430-0200 BLUEMAN: BREAK BEAT &

HOUSE

0200-0330 EDMUND: BREAK BEAT & HOUSE

0330-0500 SATAN!!!: HOUSE & TECHNO

0500-0700 DAVID S.: DISCO, HOUSE &

TRIBAL

®HIP HOP PARTY

SHI3H () 9:30pm~4:30am

Party Room (#5dbii/\{EEEIYEL 1385551

HEY 1 2F)

Yo RS (02)3762-16008%(02)
3762-1289

TEH R A BB $500~ H:DM
A5$350

DJ'S : Chicano. E-Dragon. KID.

Kavin. Vincent
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= $200(%5&W&%) A20A7HESE 7]
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B PR GEER (LTI RS 1 B 1 155%
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© EEEEE A EEE
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OB DRSS LTI RIS L B 1 553B2)
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@71 FREE OUTDOOR
PARTY

3HI3H (75)17:00~24:00
RGN A B Hua -Chung
BridgeRiverside Park
(KBS B EAS N IEERR /K FINEE A
r‘mu%)

17:00 DJ Lim Going

17:30 &5 A /Weather man

18:10 DJ Lim Going

B /Emily

19:20 DJ Lim Going

19:50 FLELIS/KbN

3/19 Friday
10:00pm @ BACCHUS, Taipei

with

20:40 DJ Lim Going
21:00 DI Stingray
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