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ATIDN ABOUT THE TAIPEI YOU LIVE IN

Taco House says fasfo /o visfo

ORDERED a beef taco and nachos

with no drink, as I sometimes do, and a

couple minutes later Taco House
proprietor Crystal Lin brought the tray of
food to my table. After she'd put it down,
she looked at me for a moment and said,
"Do you speak Chinese? Good. I just wanted
to tell you, because you've been outr customer
and supported us for a while now, that we'l
be closing this restaurant in two or three
days."

So like Taipei's two scene pioneering
dance clubs, 2F and TeXound, Taco House
is sadly closing this week. The incongruity of
Mexican restaurant has been there as long as
I can remember, there being 108 Aikuo East
Road, just across the street from the south
gate of the Chiang Kaishek Memorial and
nestled in amidst a row of wedding shops.
Once it closes for good this Friday or
Saturday (Jan 9 or 10), it will have been the
only cheap, fast food Mexican restaurant
Taipei has ever seen. My final bill was NT
$115.

Ms. Lin, who looks a bit strained and
reminds me of my mom, said that running
the store day in and day out for all these
years was getting too hard on her.
"Sometimes we'd get a part-time kid, but
they'd never stay for long," she said. "And
anyway, we're getting so much business
distributing imported brands, we're going to
concentrate on that from now on."

Taco House, it turns out, is something
like an outlet for the import and distribution
company CC Snacks Ltd. They now provide
Churros (TM), a fried cinnamon pastry that
sometimes comes with filling, to Warner
Village, and they import a brand of pretzels
sold at Starbucks. Once Taco House closes,
they'll move to a small office nearby.

After finishing my meal, I turned to Ms.
Lin, who was standing behind the counter as
always. "May your business be successful and
your new job be pleasant,” I said. 1 was
speaking Chinese. Sometimes when I speak
Chinese 1 talk like that, but I still meant it.
-David Frazier

Dirty Three, et al.

What really kills me is that promoter
James Chen said he almost got Lou Reed to
play this tour, which goes under the name
the Leaf Festival. But as is, with the Dirty
Three, Cat Power, and Damon & Naomi,
these three day of shows will still be totally
awesome. They happen Friday in Taichung,
Saturday in Taipei at the Wall, and Sunday in
Banchiao.

A little more than a year ago, in late
2002, was the last time Chen brought the
Dirty Three and Cat Power, but at that time
it was separate shows. After the Dirty Three
I didn't hear anyone say much of anything
besides, "That was totally awesome." The
band is a trio of guitar, violin, and drums.
The violin, which by all accounts is
completely mesmerizing and emotional, is by
Warren Ellis, who has also occasionally played
with Nick Cave's Bad Seeds. Cat Power -
there's a good article about her on page 20
by Scott Ezell. And Damon & Naomi is
moody, shoegazer stuff of a very profound
indie lineage; they were once two-thirds of
the band Galaxy 500.

But Lou Reed? Are you serious? "He's
still pretty cool and not doing rock n' roll
just for the money. He'd be willing to come
on a tour like this, but it just didn't work
out this time," said Chen. "We'll keep talking
to his agent. Who knows." (Also see p20 and
the Listings). -

Sandee's new stuff

Singer/songwriter Sandee Chen has always
managed to ride the line between pub and
pop musicianship, painting her own album
covers and playing the hip, bohemian chick
with an acoustic guitar. Now approaching her
mid-30s and the producer-musician point in
her career, she's making music with DJs and
working on three new releases. She'll perform
some of this new material Friday night (Jan
9) as the capper of an all-girl show at The
Wall.

Her personal assistant Pinky Chen
explained by cell phone: "The new music is
not completely different, but she's adding a

lot of new elements by working with DJs."
One of them is scratcher Hsiao-si (ZJ\U),
former MC Hot Dog, former Chairmen, and
with plenty of street cred for previous
collaborations in the indie ranks. Says Pinkie:
"He'll be at the show and Sandee should sing
some of those songs."

The three new albums Chan is currently
working on include a live album recorded at
the Riverside Music Cafe last year, a new
solo album involving Hsiao-si and other D]Js,
and a third release called Aazerza/ Gir/ . This
last Pinky described as "a collaboration with
another artist. It's sort of like a new band,
but we haven't made any announcements as
to who the other artist is yet. Maybe she'll
say something at the show."

Other bands on the bill are Vanny Ma
and the teenage all-girl punk rock band
Hotpink. Doors open at 9pm and admission
is NT$250 (see the Listings). -

Kids' Film Fest

Two children's film programs will happen
over the remaining days of January. The
first ever Taiwan International Children's TV
& Film Festival includes films for children,
about children, and even a few by child
directors, with styles ranging from DV films
to animation to studio produced 35mm. It
runs from January 9 to 13 at the Taipei
Youth Activities Center, identified by the big
sign out front that says Y17. In all, there
are 94 films from all over the world,
including shorts and full length features. For
a complete schedule, pick up a booklet at the
venue or call the organizer. Most films are
subtitled in English and Chinese.

Another children's program happens at the
SPOT Taipei Film House from January 29th
to February 5th. Together, these provide
opportunities to check out a few digital
shorts you may have missed at the Golden
Horse Festival, for example Chinese Fifth
Generation master filmmaker Chen Kaige's
latest work Zogettier and a few productions
from Taiwan's renowned animation studios,
including the work of cartoonist Yufu (see
the Listings). -Clatles Leary and DF
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[Justice Mattersl

Human Rights Lite

How the government has equated "human rights" with "bad things that happen”

BY BRIAN KENNEDY

HUMAN RIGHTS Day was observed last
month (Dec 10) in Taipei with a kids' fair
for balloons and face painting. Referring to
these and other activities, Vice Minister of
the Interior Hsu Ying-shen (FTJEPE) stated:
"In the past, the topic of human rights has
always been overshadowed by sadness, and
people have tended to associate human rights
with the 228 Incident or the White Terror.
We are hoping that by holding this fair, we
will be able to approach human rights issues
in a more light-hearted way, while still pro-
viding the public with important information."

Having been a human rights advocate for
most of my adult life, I have some bad news
for Vice Minister Hsu. Human rights are a
serious and often sad business, and attempts
to make them "light-hearted" merely trivialize
the concept by turning "human rights" into
an empty buzzword. This is precisely what
has happened here in Taiwan.

In the last few years International Human
Rights Day has been celebrated here by
human rights weddings with couples
promising to "respect each other," a human
rights stage show with small children dressed
up as animals singing songs, and the
above-mentioned Human Rights Fair.

These types of events, which have all
been directly or indirectly sponsored by Chen
Shui-bian's government, reflect the fact that
the Taiwanese government wants Human
Rights Lite, which much like lite beer is
water with no real kick. In the past five
years or so, 1 have noticed what I view as a
deliberate policy on the part of the Taiwanese

government to direct attention away from
what might be termed the unpleasant side of
human rights: police torture, which still occurs
in Taiwan; the death penalty, which is still
available for a wide range of offenses in
Taiwan; sub-standard criminal defense services,
which mean that many defendants go to
prison having received not much of a defense
in Taiwan; and the utter impotence of the
ROC constitution to protect human rights.

The end result is confusion, which can
casily and sadly be shown by "the top ten
human rights developments for this year," a
list complied by the Taiwan Association for
Human Rights (TAHR). In the 1980s and the
early 1990s TAHR was an aggressive and well
informed advocate for human rights. Over the
past few years they seem to have become
TAHR Lite, as their list makes clear.

I only really agree with the first and
tenth items on the list, respectively the
acquittal of the Hsichih Trio and a set of
new legislation - the Referendum Law, the
draft of a new human rights law, and
proposals for a new constitution. Those will
be future topics for this column.

Everything else they got wrong. The
second item on TAHR's list was what they
refer to as "the improper all-day police spot
checks" during the Hualien by-election as patt
of government efforts to crack down on
vote-buying. This was not a human rights
issue, it was local sleaze politics.

Third, according to TAHR, was the
deaths of Chinese women pushed into the
sea by smugglers who were being pursued by
Taiwan's authorities. The situation was sad,
but it was a "crime," not a "human rights

issue." Fourth was a controversy involving the
indigenous Tsou tribe, in which a Han
Chinese entered Tsou property and obtained
honey from bees without the consent of the
Tsou community. I am sure this was a big
deal to the folks in the Tsou tribe, but it is
a civil law matter, not a major human rights
issue.

Fifth was the media's stigmatization of
people with mental illness. This is sad, but it
is a social education issue, not a human
rights issue. Sixth was the Special Report
VCD, a joke, not a human rights issue. It is
also an outstanding example of the
trivialization of human rights to mean,
"anything that happened that I do not like."

The seventh in TAHR's list was the
SARS outbreak. By this point the list is
completely out in left field. SARS is a public
health matter, not a human rights issue.
Neither is the eighth item, the leaking of
personal details of online applicants for a
Citibank credit cards (again, a crime and a
civil lawsuit, not a human rights issue), or
the ninth item which was the strike by
employees of the Taiwan Railway
Administration during the mid-Autumn
Festival. 1 guess this is a human rights issue
because it caused long lines at the ticket
counter thus violating my basic human right
to fast ticket lines.

Human rights are best thought of as a
government's violation of basic rights of an
individual or a group. TAHR's list uses
"human rights violation" as a synonym for
"something bad happened,”" which is what the
phrase has come to mean.
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The
Headhunter

A lament from the cubicle
BY CLARENCE WASHBURN

HEADHUNTER called the other
day. Once I'd figured out who he
was and what he wanted, I almost

felt sorry for the poor bastard. Could
things really be so bad that they had to
resort to dodgy fuckers like me? After a
couple of minutes, though, 1 realized that
I was just another name on a call list
purchased off a porn site or something.
He had no idea who I was or what I
did. And, if he took everything I told
him at face value, he still doesn't. Either
way, he didn't call me on any of my
embellishments or outright lies and we
agreed to talk again at a later date. After
hanging up the phone though, the
headhuntet's questions stubbornly lingered.
Looking around at everybody in the
office drearily punching away at their
keyboards, I shuddered and thought to
myself, "What have I been doing for the
past five years? What the hell zzz I doing
here nowr"

I started my life anew as an office
drone right after finishing college, when I
took a job as a mortgage processor at a
massive, soul-sucking bank. It was, if
anything, even duller than it sounds and
I'd learned to loathe the place by the
time I finished the indoctrination
(training) program. I could handle it,
though, since 1 was confident that I was
just taking a break on the way to my
real life as a big-time dealmaker on the
international scene; drugs, eastern
European models/hookers, clubs, more
drugs, big cars, Russian hookers, power
suits, penthouse suites. Christ, how naive.

In retrospect, it's obvious that I just
wanted to get back to Shanghai, where
I'd spent my junior year of college,
ostensibly, studying Chinese. In particular,

I think I wanted to get back to the

drugs, eastern European models/hookers,
clubs, etc, etc, that consumed most of

my time there. The "international
businessman" gig seemed like a good way to
finance the whole scheme, in the absence of
student loans, and besides, I had a double
major in Finance and International Business
from a semi-respectable university.
Unfortunately, that didn't seem to impress
anybody else, and I failed miserably in my
attempts to land a fat expat package sending
me back to China.

In any case, absolute hatred for my job
in mortgage cubicle hell naturally made me
damn good at it. Six months after starting,
and right about the time I started catching
myself fantasizing about a nice big house in
the suburbs, my boss called me in to offer
a promotion. Looking out over the sea of
cubicles and frumpy, sweater-clad
mid-westerners with coffee mugs, I panicked.
The next thing 1 knew, I was in Taiwan -
Spin, I think...or was it Vibe?

Like every other whitey that fled to
Taiwan, I started out as a teacher. Like
almost every whitey teacher in Taiwan, I
would never admit to being a teacher.
You've gotta have an angle - for lack of
something better, I fell back on the

international business shtick again. And, for a
while, everything was good. I wasn't around
anybody long enough for them to see
through my transparent lies, and personally, I
never had time to think about it, since I
was too busy buying drugs and getting high
on my newfound popularity with the hsiao
jies ("why yes, I really am white"), and, of
course, "teaching" to sustain the lifestyle.
Then, somehow, I fell into a relationship
with a girl who had the gall to point out
the inconsistencies in my actions and words
- on a daily basis.

Before long, 1 found myself back in a
cubicle, where I worked as a..well, I never
quite figured that out. Seriously. I checked
into a dingy, little, windowless office on
Bateh Road at 8:30am every day for a
month without doing anything or being
asked to do anything. In fact, people seemed
to resent it when 1 asked what they were
doing or how I might be able to help.
Within a week, the novelty of saying, "No,
actually, I'm not a teacher..." to complete
strangers had worn off. And, when the
boss's secretary told me that they couldn't
get me a visa and I'd have to go, I was

[LLUSTRATION: ~ FLOATY

more than happy to get the fuck out.

I left the ordeal NT$60K richer, and
with more staplers and paper clips than any
one man could ever need. But was I any
the wiser for it? Evidently not. 1 dutifully
updated my resume to include my "six
months experience as an analyst at a major
marketing research firm," and set about
finding a new non-teaching job.

A couple of months later, I landed one.
Here. That was more than two years ago,
and by now I can truly say that my
delusions about corporate life have been
shattered. With that in mind, I shouldn't give
a fuck about this headhunter that called - I
already know that, whoever he wants to sell
me to, it's gonna be the same shit, different
master. But, if the pay is high enough, and
the benefits juicy enough, I could save up
enough to quit in a couple years and do
something meaningful with my life...or
something. All bullshit, I know, but still,
you'd damn well better believe that I'll have
a good, mostly fictional, account of what I
do here prepared before our next

conversation. May as well face it, I'm in this
shit for life.
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The Leaf Festival this weekend brings Australion rockers The Dirty Three (center) and

The Dirty Three

A van ride with greatness
BY ANDY O'BRIEN

LITTLE more than a year ago, as I was trying to hawk a
box of American import punk CDs to Nuno (5%5%), the
manager of Gamma Music in Taichung, he passed me a flyer

and a double CD over the counter. It was the Taiwan release of the
Dirty Three's latest album with an exclusive bonus VCD. My girlfriend
translated my exchanges with Nuno.

"Cooll" 1 said. "What's their music like?"

"Insane. For just a drum, bass and fiddle, they have a lot of
intensity," said Nuno.

"Wow!" I glanced at the flyer. "And this band is coming to Taiwan?"

This was October 2002. Gamma Music was sponsoring The Dirty
Three to play three dates in Taiwan. A similar three stop tour is
happening this weekend with The Dirty Three playing Friday in
Taichung, Saturday in Taipei, and Sunday in Banchiao. Anyway...

Nuno offered my girlfriend and me two free passes on the
condition that we help out at the shows. Although she had no interest
in punk, Gamma, or the Dirty Three, she agreed to take tickets and
sell merchandise at the door. She thought it would be cool
to get an autograph from an internationally known rock
group, even though she had never heard of them.

"So what's zzp job?"

"Um...you can...walk around the club and ask if any of
the crew needs help," Nuno replied.

On the night of the show, we sat at the merchandise
table, me with my Mandarin dictionary trying to understand
my girlfriend's conversations with the concert goers. 1 asked
Nuno if he needed any help.

"Let me think..oh, I know. You can go backstage and see if
the band needs anything"

But before I could get near the Green Room, the band
erupted into their first song. From my spot at the side, 1
watched the fiddler convulsing on the stage floor, wailing
away on his violin. A tall man with neatly-trimmed sideburns
grinned at me from the bar. Nuno said he was the unofficial
tour manager, who traveled from Australia with the band. He
spoke fluent mandarin, but so far his only interactions with
the Gamma staff had been to get drinks for the musicians.

The following night 1 got a tap on the shoulder. The
tour manager gave me a big grin.

"Hi! I saw you at last night's show. You must be a A&
fan! The guys will be around later signing autographs. I'm
sute they'll sign a CD for you."

"Really?! Wow! The secutity team isn't going to hustle
them out the back?"

He laughed heartily. "Oh don't worty! They're not like
that."

After the show, I waited for my girlfriend outside. There
was already a line forming in front of three tables on the
sidewalk. Soon the Dirty Three took their places and began
chatting with the fans and signing CD liners. A voice behind
me said, "Hey, don't be shy. They'te really nice guys. I told
them all about you. They want to meet you!"

"Do you think so?"

"Yeah! Do you have something for them to sign?"

"Just this newspaper."

"I'd hate to see you miss the opportunity.”

After I collected the three autographs, Nuno offered my
girlfriend and me a ride home. As I slid open the van door,
three familiar faces smiled and waved. The man in the
passenger seat turned around beaming at me.

US indie acts Cat Power (right) and Damon & Naomi, a formerly of Galaxy 500.

PHOTOS (LEFT TO RIGHT): KELLY DAVIDSON, JAMES CHEN, AND STEFANO GIOVANNINI AL COURTESY OF JAMES CHEN

"Whoa ho! Good on ya mate," the tour manager grinned, holding
his hand out for a high five. "Even the band's close friends didn't get
a place in the tour van! How'd you pull it off?"

"All about who you know, mate," I said, slapping his palm.

Cat Power

Don't mess with this pussy

BY SCOTT EZELL

BOB DYLAN is really Bob Zimmerman and Sting is really Gordon
Sumner and Bono is really Paul Hewson, but for these singers personal

identity has been completely subsumed by their created artist personas.
Cat Power is the zom de guerre of Chan (pronounced Shawn)
Marshall, and unlike them, she publicly retains a double persona. In
her media and publicity Cat and Chan exist side by side, as if
unwilling to forsake each other. She'll play the Leaf Festival this
weekend with The Dirty Three touring through Taichung, Taipei, and
Banchiao.

According to tour promoter Kristen Perry, Cat's performances are
characterized by "openness, rawness, honesty-she is up there being
herself." Perry said that despite the language barrier, the Taipei
audience was "completely in love with" Cat Power when she played

here last year.

If you're talking about a woman as a cat, you're talking about
pussy. With that in mind, give "Cat Power" a slight semantc jog left
into "Cunt Power," which is one of the things Cat is getting at - a
confrontation rather than a denial of sexual stereotypes and roles, and
a reclamation of women's autonomy.

In a photo published in the New Yorker this year Cat-Chan wore
loose, shapeless dungarees unzipped to reveal about the top third of
her wispy muff. It was an upheaval against the multi-billion dollar
industry of denim fashion, in which the commercial prototype is a
stick-skinny girl with heroin eyes in jeans so tight they seem painted
on. Chan wears clunky, mannish bracelets, her hair looks like rags,
and with one hand she holds a ratty Bob Dylan t-shirt across her
chest. The photo is sexually provocative but not sexually alluring. She's
setting her own terms of sexual confrontation, and an impish grin says
she knows how to play the game and you'd better watch your ass.

Cat plays the role of the cunt or whore that society sometimes
shellacs onto women. But from within that shell she also weaves a
stunning raiment of tenderness and pain. She's about both external
ugliness and spiritual beauty, which is ultimate freedom and
self-empowerment.

Her recordings are spare and open, often stripped down to almost
nothing so that her voice is utterly naked, vulnerable, alone, a sultry
cigarette-smoke lilt and drift. Though her music engages the issues of
female identity and pain, there's no anger in it, no Courtney Love
caterwauling or smashing punk guitar. Rather it's soothing, mesmerizing
and haunting.

Cat Power's 7Ze Covers Hecord opens with a Rolling Stones cover,

"Satisfaction." But she bypasses Keith Richards' famous three-note
guitar riff, and disregards the refrain completely. The word
"satisfaction" is eviscerated, but so is the statement "I can't get no."
And while the Stones' version is boyish and brash - it's treally about
kicking ass - Cat makes it a song of plaintive loneliness and yearning,
and it's an amazing coup. In the third stanza, she changes Jagger's
"I'm trying to meet some girl" to "I'm trying to make some boy". She
sings the stanza a second time but pauses it at "trying", and repeats
the word, and there the song ends - with that assertion of effort
against a backdrop of pain.

2004/01/21 Only in theater
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The Devil .and the DPR

Freddy Lin sings Satan's Horns in front of the Presidenfial Palace.

PHOTO: DAVID FRAZIER

BY DAVID FRAZIER

ON NEW Year's Eve at about 9pm, Chthonic (%), a band
that plays a Taiwan-adapted version of Satanic metal, stepped onto
the stage in front of the Presidential Palace and played three songs,
the last of which was called Satan's Horns. The song will be the
mandarin theme for the penultimate slasher film, /fzson vs. /reddy;
which will be released here in Taiwan on January 21. And a
second tie-in, Chthonic's lead singer, Freddy, takes his name from
Freddy of the Nghunare on Fhn Streer flicks. But what was
funny was that this was a political rally for the DPP.

New Year's Eve had two rallies. At the Presidential Palace
Chen Shui-bian appeared with national team baseball players at
midnight, and at Taipei City Hall Lian Chan and James Soong
lamely clapped along to Mayday, a band that's disturbingly
non-satanic, actually they're pop. So pan-blues are dorky and bland,
while the DPP has a secret thing for metal - only two and a half
hours time-distance from the president is not so bad - and now
they're more open about it than ever.

Chthonic was invited to perform by Formosa Television, which
is strongly linked to the DPP. They had a four song list:
Grievance, The Acheron Poem (about crossing the river to hell),
Onset of Tragedy, and Satan's Horns. "Most of our songs ate
about revenge," said Freddy. But he had to submit the song list in
English because "they saw the Chinese title for the songs and said,
"This is New Yeat's. It's supposed to be happy. Can you use
English instead?"

The gig was Chthonic's second time wielding electric batwing
guitars (and basses) in front of nation's highest office. The last was
four months ago in September when they played on the stage at a
rally hosted by Lee Teng-hui. Freddy also heads the Taiwan Rock
Alliance, which will in September put on its fifth Say Yes to
Taiwan Concert - but that's just the English title. The Chinese title
is "Say No to Chinese Sovereignty," and every holding so far has
been bankrolled by groups that, as Freddy put it, "are not really
DPP. They're pro-independence.”

Interestingly, Say Yes to Taiwan will even spread to Japan this
year in a February concert of Japanese punk bands organized by
the Japanese label Einstein Records. This show will not use any of
the anti-China kanji, but it will use the same English name. This
blows my view of the Japanese as the most politically apathetic
nation on the planet, but then again maybe they view the politically
oppressed Taiwanese like starving Africans or something. Anyway,
Einstein Records got interested through their band Softball, a "cute
punk" outfit of three girls that played Say Yes to Taiwan twice
and Formoz, another Taiwan festival, once. It was always so cute
the way their drummer would say, "If you put your power, with
my power, and we put everybody power together, WE CAN DO
I

It should also be noted here somewhere that the DPP helped
pay for Taiwan's biggest concert of 2003, which had 10,000 plus
on Fulung Beach in July for the Ho-hai-yan Festival. It was the
biggest in the event's four year history, and all have gone on with
major assistance from the DPP stronghold in the Taipei County
Government. This has all been part of the DPP's policy of wooing
the youth vote, and you know what? It's not looking so dumb
anymote.
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Concerts and Events

%% The Leaf Festival

Taichung: Fri, Jan 9, 4:30 to 9pm at the
Concert Hall of the Taichung City Culture
Center (&izcfbH0y), 600 Ying-tsai Rd (&
i 5 6005%)

Tickets: NT$1050 through Acer outlets or at
the door

Taipei: Sat, Jan 10, from 6pm at The Wall
(see Rock and Jazz Pubs below)

Tickets: NT$1250 through Acer outlets or at
the door

Banchiao: Sun, Jan 11, 11:30am to 10pm at
the Taipei County Cultural Center Concert
Hall, 62 Chuangching Rd, Banchiao (1% rfiiE
W 6255%)

Tickets: NT$1250 through Acer outlets or at
the door

THE DIRTY THREE, which tops this bill, is an
Australian band formed in 1992 by violin
player Warren Ellis, formerly of the Bad
Seeds of Nick Cave fame, guitarist Mick Turn-
er and drummer Jim White. The music is in-
tense, moody, and undulating all at the
same time and for the most part instrumen-
tal. The band has toured with Sonic Youth,
Pavement, and other big names, and returns
to Taiwan for the second time.

CAT POWER is a the one woman show of
Chan Marshall, a US indie singer/songwriter
known for intensity on stage and the occa-
sional full-on freakout. Her last album, You
Are Free, released last year on Matador
Records, was a smash hit.

DAMON & NAOMI are the drummer and
bassist of the now defunct band Galaxy 500,
a major name in the post-punk movement.
Their own stuff is even slower and more
moody, which is why its sometimes called
sadcore. Joining them is Japanese musician
MICHIO KURIHARA.

LOCAL SUPPORTING BANDS will vary depending
on the date. In Taichung it will be CRICKET,
spacy post-punk from Jimi and Wade, GROUPIE,
and WE SAVE STRAWBERRIES. In Taipei: LTK,
post-punk with wild stage antics, TIN PAN AL-
LEY, post rock, and WONFU, quirky punk or
post-punk.  In Banchchiao: HOHAK BAND,
GROUPIE, TIZZY BAC, BANAI, CHU YUEH-SHIN,
HSIAO FUTEH, and BRACES.

% Pan Yue-yun Concert
(VRIS --1TE207% I IS )

Sat, Jan 10 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (A& 6E), 505,
Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipei (&L #EPUEL50555)
Tickets: NT$500 to 3000 through ERA ticket
outlets

Pan Yue-yun, famous for her allure and
curves as well as her voice, will sing a col-
lection of songs from the popular songwriters
who helped make her famous.

% %2004 Contemporary Music

Festival - Ensemble Modern
Frankfurt, Germany's Ensemble Modern is
coming to Taipei for six shows from Jan 4 to
11. This series introduces a variety of com-
posers including Frank Zappa, Heiner
Goebbels, Helmut Lachenmann, Steve Reich,
and Anton Webern, with works performed by
an orchestra of 19 who can play instruments
in very unconventional ways.

CONCERT 11

Thurs, Jan 8, 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Works to be performed - Reich: New York
Counterpoint (1985); Nancarrow: Piece No. 2
for Small Orchestra (1986); Reich: Different
Trains (1988); Goebbels: La Jalousie (1991);
Nancarrow/Mikhashoff: Study No 3c, 5, 6; Re-
ich: Eight Lines (1979)

CONCERT 1l

Fri, Jan 9, 7:30pm, Experimental Theatre
Tickets: NT$600

Works to be performed - Messiaen: Quatuor
pour la fin du temps (1940); Lachenmann:
Trio Fluido (1966)

GOEBBELS: BLACK ON WHITE

Sun, Jan 11, 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

Part theatre production, part concert, each
of the musicians becomes an actor.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (JLTH{Z2 B PUEE3458815571555%)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park. Wednesdays: acoustic jazz
and blues by GREG JACKETT on acoustic gui-
tar and AIGNER on Hamish keyboards. Thurs-
days: JAZZ TRIO of drums, electric guitar

and electric bass, 10pm. Fridays: EARL HINES
JAZZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: |-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.
Sat, Jan 31: BELLY DANCING by Professor Vi-
olet Lee and students. Performances from 9:
30pm, NT$150 minimum.

% Blue Note

(EEEH)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (%
TR = E171574488)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (F&My Byt — T %), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatriate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (& LiiHA{—51015%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

% Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (&dbrid
e EE15255618)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Performances Friday and Satur-
day nights from 9pm, usually NT$250, some-
times free.

% Citizen Cain

(REIR)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (AdLifiHE567557)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Mondays: Pizza specials. Tuesdays: Jazz on
the Rocks with BOPSUIE and THAT OTHER
BAND, from 9pm. Every second Wednesday
(next Jan 21): WORD, an open mic night for
poetry, spoken word, oratory and play act-
ing. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open mic night
for musical jams, from 9pm. Weekends: DJs.
Closed Sundays. No cover.

% The Living Room

(N R

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Z]L
TR SRR S EE S 34

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Thursdays: music jams. Fri-
days/Saturdays: bands and/or DJs. Mondays:
college bands. Usually there's no cover.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

GV ERIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - ¥ KEGATEE
BE—1%)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Jan 9: CHI-BIN
AND KAI-YA, a duet of violin and piano,
8pm, NT$250. Sat, Jan 10: KANG-TEH AND
BUSY MIND, folksy, 8pm, NT$250. Fri, Jan
17: INDULGE, vocals and piano, free.

% Peshawar

(R IL)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (&dGrifiliAk
804:35%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian setting.
Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:30pm.
Admission NT$250 with one drink included.

% X Riverside Music Cafe
(TERE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (GALTHTHEHTIRES3EE24485255B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
almost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and admission is NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Fri, Jan 9: DELTA ON MAIN
STREET, jazz. Sat, Jan 10: LISA MINI-CON-
CERT, mandopop, and HSU CHIH-PEI (FF#53)
& CIRCUS. Sun, Jan 11: VITAMIN (¥ fth )
and LITTLE NURSE (/)\3 ). Mon, Jan 12:
Open jam, 9pm, free. Tues, Jan 13: YU
BAND (& #4%[) and MUSTARD (7). Wed,
Jan 14: CLIPPERS (#¢-r%%[H#]). Thurs, Jan 15:
SECRET ORDER (F&Fkf) and COACH. Fri, Jan
16: J.E.G. JAZZ BAND. Sat, Jan 17: OUT OF
CONTROL (4:#%) and RUBINTON (Y% 55¥JF).

% The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipei (&dbiigfbILik657%)
Ph: (02) 2772-0948

No cover charge and live music four days a
week. Taipei's most authentic Irish pub.
Thursday: ROCK CITY, 8:30 to 11:30pm. Fri-

days: HORIZON, a rock cover band, 9pm to
1am. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND plays
rowdy rock covers, 10pm to 1am. Sundays:
jazz trio led by New Orleans native ABE
KENYATTA, 5 to 9pm.

% % Underworld

(T iLEr)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(JtriHifiAk;4555%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250. Fri, Jan 9: BIAO-ER (#%Fi)
and 88 GUAVA SEEDS (88JH1"%%{+), an acous-
tic-electric indie band. Sat, Jan 10: COACH,
NIBANMO (fifiefisi) and HSIEN YUE DUI (il
). Thurs, Jan 15: C TATIAO ( Ckif) and
CHUEBAN (#£3f). Fri, Jan 16: BAD DAUGHTER
(B4 5), indie rock, KALEMO (-F#%2€), and
DIABLE, a new offshoot band of Sister White.
% % The Wall

(EH%)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (Jk i & Hfiig k%
VY E£20055%B1)

Ph:(02)2778-9774

Web: www.the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500 peopleOpened on November 13,
The Wall is now Taipei's largest rock club,
with about a dozen vendors of CDs, instru-
ments, coffee, and other rock necessities.
The bar is open nightly with DJs spinning
mostly rock. Shows cost NT $300, drink in-
cluded, unless otherwise noted. Fri, Jan 9:
SANDEE CHAN ([ Hft#¢) CONCERT, with Tai-
wan's alternative diva, SANDEE CHAN, and
VANNY MA plus teenage punk rock girls HOT-
PINK, 9pm, NT$250. Sat, Jan 10: LEAF FESTI-
VAL with the amazing Australian violin rock
trio THE DIRTY THREE, US indie rock
singer/songwriter CAT POWER, X-Galaxy 500
musicians DAMON & NAOMI, and local bands
LTK, TIN PAN ALLEY (§5#%{f5), and WONFU (i
i), from épm, NT$1250. Sun, Jan 11: a
pre-CD release party for DIRT STAR (+ &),
with guests WE LOVE RIDING BOOTS and DJs
KEITH and ETOILE. They say James Brown is
the hardest working man in show business,
but Dirt Star is the hardest working Rockstar.
8pm, NT$200. Fri, Jan 16: RU-I (Z1&), BANJI
(#if%), PEPPER CATS (#H#(3H), and ECHO,
from 9pm, NTS$300 or NT$250 before 8:30pm.
Sat, Jan 17: BACK QUARTER (PY43#), hard
rockers, and SISTER WHITE ([ {& %), hard
rockers with a pop-electronic edge, from
8pm, NT$300.

% Witches Pub

(ZZRRJE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7 (]t
T % 356 7557)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore. Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Shows begin at 9:
30pm and admission is NT$250, one drink in-
cluded. Thurs, Jan 8: WANG YING-MENG (+F
fE¥4), romantic airs on the accordion. Fri,
Jan 9: CHEN CHI-CHEN ([#if%E9). Sat, Jan 10:
GAN-EDEN BAND (H{ft %4 ), powerful fe-
male vocals backed by Tomer's wild guitar.
Thurs, Jan 15: TAKANOW (£ -£Ff), sings in
the Rukai aboriginal language as well as Hak-
ka and Taiwanese covering a range of moods
from sad to playful. Fri, Jan 16: SAMINGAD
AND AM FAMILY, one of Taiwan's better
known aboriginal singers with her favorite
backing band.

Social Dance
% % Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua S Rd (&LTHiE LS
T ER27755B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A new club for social dancing past midnight
and late night funk. Kitchen open nightly un-
til late serving an extraordinary menu of
"Latino sushi.” Wednesdays and Saturdays: sal-
sa dancing. NT$300.

% Salsa

Thursdays: SALSA D-LUX at LUXY (see dance
clubs)

Free salsa lesson from 8:30pm to 9:15pm,
authentic New York salsa 9pm to 2am, NT
$300.

Saturdays: CLUB 75 has a Latin band and
some salsa dancing, minimum charge NT$300.
75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipei (&db
LS AN EET555%)

Ph: (02)2836-8910.

Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs), mini-
mum charge NT$380 + 10%.

Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
1am.

For more information, see www.taipeisalsa.com.
% Tango

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the in-
tersection of Kuangfu N Rd - & dbLTiimd 5T0 %
VU % 18055 145)

Ph: (02) 2570-0702

Argentine Tango dancing 7:30pm to midnight
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (or
every 3rd and 5th Sunday if the first day of
the month is Sunday). Free entrance, drink
or food purchase required.

For more information on Tango,
tangotaiwan.com

see Www.

Dance Clubs

% % 2F

Hoping W. Rd., Sec. 1, No. 15 (FI7Fpaig—F%
155%)

Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Web: www.2F-Taipei.com

Capacity: 1024

A large dance club that plays to commercial
and underground scenes and a frequent host
to international DJs. Fri, Jan 9:

Y Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&HdLTifAs
[#%225B1,21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Thursday: lounge nights, no cover.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500. Sundays: URBAN SUNDAY from
1 to 7pm, house, latin grooves, jazz with DJs
JIMMY CHEN, VICTOR CHENG, MITCH TSAI,
and guests. NT$250NT with one drink, free
before 2pm. Fri, Jan 9: BeAce! a party fea-
turing DJs KAY (Lounge Lounge Records),
DARYL (2F/the LOOP), EDMUND (AAAportlS),
and REASON (2F/the LOOP), NT $600 or NT
$400 with flyer.

% LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (L
i1 RS T EE 201 5% 7044

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www.luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Thursdays: Salsa D-Lux (see Social
Dance). Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700.

% Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(&dtili/\fEk4E: 13857 1214)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush, but the crowd is younger and the mu-
sic is more electronic. Sunday through Thurs-
day, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays, women
free, men NT$500 w/ drink.

% Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5Lt /\[EF54E13857124)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
and the overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop
on the sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and
Thursdays: minimum charge NT$350. Wednes-
days: women get in free for Ladies' Night.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Sun, Jan 11
and Mon, Jan 12: WU BAI AND CHINA BLUE
(1L &CHINA BLUEjEIE€r), 8pm (doors from
7pm), NT$900.

i

% Purple
1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&L 5 s
VUEZ1825%1F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progres-
sive, breakbeat, and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females
free, males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays:
Disco Nights, NT $350 before midnight, NT
$500 after. Closed other nights.

Y Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - #HLTIFAZEEE18%5B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies’ Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur
days: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed other
days.

* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
JLrii LIFg s 2B 21855B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei (&
JErfi<e LFE S 154 15555B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays on-
ly: NT$300. No entry without ID.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&dLHifl
RS —BE91557B1)

Somewhat legendary, the crowd is now most-
ly students. Music is still has rock mixes




though also strays into other areas. Thursdays:
free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women free, men
NT $300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink included.
Sundays: NT$200, drink included.

% % TeXound

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei (&b
TR SRS = BE217 5 N —4)

Ph: (02) 2546-7708

Capacity: 1000

Dark lights and full-on dance music for a com-
mitted nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also
finds a home here with the third Friday of ev-
ery month slated for a Q-gender gala. Sat, Jan
10: TEXOUND FAREWELL PARTY, this will be
the last ever party at a Taipei club called
Texound if Jimmy Chen is telling the truth,
meaning an end to a solid five year run. Don't
worry though, he plans to open up a new
place as soon as he can. For this last hurrah,
the tag team DJs sets include the following:
TACO + FLOYED, GRAVITY + ERIC HUANG, JIM-
MY CHEN + VICTOR CHENG, STONE + TIGER,
and JOE + TEDDY DONG. NT$600 or NT $400
before midnight or in advance.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&1L
TR Bl — EE24955B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.
*VS

B1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&L
TR B 1 EE20855B1)

Ph: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip, hip hop crowd, especially
popular with the overseas Chinese set. Week-
days: NT$300. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$500.
*Ziga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipei, 2 Sungshou Rd.,
Taipei (SLIRAEUS -ZACTHIATRE255)

Ph: (02) 2720-1234

House bands from the international circuit play
to a crowd of well dressed hotel guests, ex-
pats and local women demurely sipping expen-
sive cocktails. Monday to Wednesday: NT$350.
Thursday to Saturday: NT$600. Closed Sundays.

Classical

Yk Ensemble Modern

Concert Ii

Thurs, Jan 8 at 7:30pm

National Theatre ([&52/E&5E)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&b LEEE
21.215%)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Germany's Ensemble Modern is the focus of the
2004 Contemporary Music Festival (see Concerts
and Events above).

Yk Ensemble Modern

Concert 111

Fri, Jan 9, 7:30pm,
the National Theatre
Tickets: NT$600

See above.

Y % Goebbels: Black on White
Sun, Jan 11 at 7:30pm

National Theatre ([&5z/EE5E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

The Ensemble Modern's final installment in the
Contemporary Music Festival (see above).

% Grandioso Tchaikovsky

Sun, Jan 11 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (5% Z44EE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&L LIEEE
21,215%) - on the north side of the plaza
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

The Taipei Century Symphonic Orchestra per-
forms Tchaikovsky's Serenade for Strings in C
major and Symphony No. 6 in B minor.

% Mikhail Pletnev

Recital

Wed, Jan 14 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall ([%7 54455)

Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

The recognized Russian pianist and conductor
Mikhail Pletnev will perform works by Schu-
mann and Tchaikovsky.

% %Lion on the Keyboards Il -

Mikhail Rudy

Sun, Jan 16 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (|57 &448E)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Ira Levin conducts Mikhail Rudy and the Taiwan
Symphony Orchestra in playing pieces suited for
piano backed by an entire orchestra, especially
Brahm's Concerto No 2. Other works to be per-
formed include Dvorak's Carnival Overture,

Experimental Theatre of

Piano

Slavonic Dances, and Symphonic Variations.

% Taiwan International
Children’'s TV & Film Festival
Fri, Jan 9 to Tues, Jan 13

Y-17 (Taipei Youth Activity Center), 17, Sec 1,

Renai Rd (ZEALT{-E#8175%)
Tickets: free, though tickets must first be ob-

tained through ERA ticket outlets, limited to 4
seats per applicant per showing and 12 seats
total per applicant

Info: (02) 2360-1152

This first ever festival includes films for chil-
dren, about children, and even a few by child
directors, with styles ranging from DV films to
animation to studio produced 35mm. In all,
there are 94 films from all over the world, in-
cluding shorts and full length features. For a
complete schedule, pick up a booklet at the
venue or call the organizer. Most films are
subtitled in English and Chinese.

% Spot - Taipei Film House
CtEEAILERAD)

18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLrfitfldL
% EE1855%)

BAD GUY (Korea, 2001), director Kim Ki Duk
Jan 3 to 23

Hanki, a thug in a brothel, falls for a college
girl Sunwha whom he came across in the
street. As she totally ignores him, Hanki kisses
her in a fit of anger. What he gets from her
is only an insult. Soon, Sunwha falls a victim
to Hanki's plot and she becomes a prostitute in
his area to repay the money she owes. Hanki
ruins her life to his level and he keeps watch-
ing her in a secret place hidden at the other
side of a mirror in her room. She gets used to
the life as a prostitute. She finds out it was
Hanki who screwed her life but she also knows
it is too late to get out of the situation. While
she gradually falls into the desperate ordinary
life, Hanki is torn apart between an obsession
for her and a sense of guilt. In the middle of
love, hatred, compassion and despair, they be-
come one and face their destinies.
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% The Musical - Sleeping

Beauty

Fri, Jan 9 at 7:30pm, Sat Jan 10 at 1pm,

4pm, and 7:30pm, and Sun, Jan 11 at 10:

30am, 1pm, and 4pm

Novel Hall (#7#£+), 3-1 Sungshou Rd, Taipei
(FALTIAFERE3.2155)

Ph: (02) 2722-4302

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

The classical children's legend is here produced
by the Tafeng Musical Theater (K JuliF%%55).
In mandarin.

Gl

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei
(BALERETTE)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (&1Lmi103 kA& E
LG 395%)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Closed until Feb 14, 2004.

% National Museum of History
(B LI S Y 6E)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&dLMFETFE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

VISIONS OF AFRICA, a large exhibition covering
the museums entire first floor and divided into
twenty sections, each looking at a different
kind of artwork or object, ranging from cere-
monial masks and religious totems to objects
of daily use. Through Feb 22. CALLIGRAPHY
AND PAINTING OF EARLY TAIWAN GENTRY,
through Feb 1.

% National Palace Museum
(BZHCE b))

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (&JLiHME
BEPE RE2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was ac-
cumulated over a thousand years by Chinese
emperors and royal families and includes ce-

ramics, porcelain, calligraphy, painting, ritual
bronzes, jade, lacquer wares, curio cabinets,
enamel wares, writing accessories, carvings,

embroidery and rare books.

THROUGH THE PRISM OF THE PAST: ANTIQUARI-
AN TRENDS IN CHINESE ART O FTHE 16TH AND
18TH CENTURIES is a special exhibition looking
at how the literati of the thriving social and e-
conomic environment of the late Ming viewed
and venerated objects from the past. On Jan-
uary 15 and 16, 2004 a special conference en-
titled Antiquarianism and Novelty: Art Apprecia-
tion in Ming and Ch’ing China will take place
accompanying this exhibition. Through March
14.

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TRADITION: ASPECTS OF
EARLY CHING COURT PAINTING. This exhibit
covers more than a century from about 1650
to around 1760. This was the time of the early
Ch'ing, an era when painters were heavily in-
fluenced by the literati of the Ming, but also

2F

and
TeXound
shut down

BY QUEEN B

ILLUSTRATION: - FLOATY

HAPPY NEW year! But unfortunately 2004 is getting off to a
shitty start. Last year kicked off with DJ Sasha, who, after
petforming in Taipei last New Yeat's Eve, told the media: "Taipei's
dance music scene is growing and has great potential." Then a year
of frequent visits by the wotlds top 10 DJs followed. 2004 starts
with two of the city's major clubs, 2F and TeXound, throwing
their farewell parties. 2F's last party was on January 2 when Steve
Lawler made his second and last visit there (the show was pretty
slamming, by the way). And TeXound's final night is set for this
Saturday, January 10.

TEXOUND'S LAST PARTY

News of TeXound's shutdown was pretty sudden, so I called
TeXound's event promoter Jimmy Chen to find out what's going
on. "Yes, we'te closing down," he told me. "The cops just
wouldn't give us a break after we reopened [in February 2003].
They'd show up every weekend for raids and that gradually scared
all our customers away." Jimmy's seen it happen before. Hong
Kong pop singer William So was atrested sent into mandatory
rehab after a raid at TeXound in the summer of 2002. The story
made the headline and the club was shut down for eight months
after that. I asked Jimmy how other hardcore ecstacy clubs like D]
Station could stay out of trouble and flourish for so long. He said,
"It's mostly about who you know and how close your relationship
with the cops is." Are we going to see a new TeXound in the
near future? "We have no plans so far, but the possibility is always
open,” he answered. TeXound will now go from being legendary
to being a legend in Taiwan's club scene. And whether you're gay,
bi or straight, it'll be worthwhile to check it this Friday for out
one last time. Come on, it's a their last party for God's sake!

2F DOWN, BUT NOT OUT?

I also called up 2F's Alan Hsia, the main person behind "The
Loop" production team, which runs 2F and Luxy. Despite being
young and new to the business, Alan established 2F as Taiwan's
premier dance club in less than a year after taking over the venue
from former tenant @live at the end of 2001. He said, "it was
totally by chance that I started running 2F as a full-time job,
because the consultant we hired that was gonna take charge flaked
out on us. So when 2F was first opened, it was not doing well at
all, not until we began working with local promoters, and that had
really helped us."

So why is 2F closing down when the business seems to be at
its peak?

"It's got a lot to do with the [Taipei] city councilor Lee
Ching-yuan (ZB#IC), who for some reason has a huge bone to
pick with us. And ironically enough, Lee's son has been a regular
at 2F's G5 gay parties,” he replied.

Is 2F is going to reopen somewhere else?

"We are in progress of looking for a new venue right now.
2F is just taking some time off and for sure you'll see it again,"
he said.

So at least that's good news. In the mean time, Alan and The
Loop will continue doing events at Luxy and elsewhere. Some of
their major upcoming projects include Heiniken's Thrust party with
DJ Tiesto at the Taipei World Trade Centet's second hall (a big
warehouse space) in April and Spring Love, an outdoor party in
Taichung in May. Still, the old 2F will be missed.

cmal pour club aews to df gueenb@@houanad com




exploring vibrant new ideas of painting.
These were expressed as both wild and fine
styles, even including attention to the arrival
of Western painting. Paintings were no longer
confined to water-based ink and colors on
paper and silk, for even oils began to be
used at this time. And classical subjects
were given new meaning. Through March 25.
MONKEY AND CATS: a small exhibit looking at
the playfully observant painting of | Yuan-chi
in the eleventh century. Through Feb 10.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum

G LTI ZEATAE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLritf
LS =B 18155)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

GUNTHER UECKER: MAN'S INHUMANITY - This
exhibit displays 17 installation sculptures by
German artist Gunther Uecker as well as a
film showing the artist's creative process.
Uecker used nails as media and explored ba-
sic themes such as: aggression, hurt, destroy.
Through Jan 11.

DOMAINS - CONTEMPORARY ISRAELI DESIGN.
Modern Israeli design originated in the handi-
crafts of the kibbutz. This exhibit melds the
traditional with the modern, using various
media and diverse expression to strengthen
the simplicity of spirit. Through Feb 15.
PAINTING AND ARCHITECTURE OF CHEN
CHI-KWAN

The first exhibition to look at Chen's archi-
tecture side by side with his paintings, this
show also provides a complete retrospective
of his paintings from the early 1950s up to
2003.

PARTS OF TOYS: A SOLO SHOW BY LAl CHI-
U-CHEN

Artist Lai Chiu-Chen utilizes his sharp powers
of observation and abundant creativity to en-
large ordinary, bland stickers and toys onto
canvases, examining them from a variety of
angles. Through dismantling, enlarging and

close-ups, these parts of toys are trans-
formed into abstract forms. Through Feb 15.
* Eslite Gallery

AR R

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (JLTi#

LR —B2435B2)
Ph: (02) 2775-5977

Taipei (HALiEfL RS —B25245195%31%)

Ph: 8771-3372

FAMILY ALBUM by CHANG CHIEN-CHI, Taiwan's
most internationally recognized photographer
here brings his exacting principles of
full-frame black and white photographic rep-
resentation (he belongs to Magnum after all)
to bear on the area near Taichung in which
he grew up. The project was originally com-
missioned for Time Asia, and six images ran
across six pages in the magazine in August.
Here ten large, original prints are presented,
scenes of modern life that can be frighten-

ing, singular, quiet, and allegorical. Through
Jan 15.

Y Hsiou Chen Museum
(HIEZTHYIRE)

B1, 96, Sec 1, Chiankuo N Rd, Taipei (&Lt

LR —E9657B1)

Ph: (02)2760-0222

HSIOU CHEN ARTS FURNITURE EXHIBITION, a
showcase introducing furniture from the Ming,
Ching, early ROC on Taiwan, and contempo-
rary periods. Through March 14.

% IT Park Art Gallery

(B LN
2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei (JLTifHmE40452-3

)

Ph: (02) 2507-7243

FACTORY: A SOLO EXHIBITION BY CHEN
CHIEH-REN ([#i5¢{~) In the past Chen's work
has looked at mutilation in Chinese history,
and his last film was absolutely chilling. This
30-minute single channel video installation us-
es beautiful cinematography to tell the sim-
ple fable of working-class economics.

Y Main Trend

(R BRI 22 1)

209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (& dLifiz
il = F209.2.155%)

Ph: (02) 2587-341

Z->#%->4fi is a group show looking at the
production of both art and commercial prod-
ucts, as well as the possibilities in between.
Its curated by Yao Ruie-chung and Lung
Rung-chih. Through Jan 10.

Y Nowhere

(FFFE)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&dLTifT
A Rl — B60E:15%)

Ph:(02)2362- 5241

CALENDAR, a group show of young designers
on the theme of breaking a year down into

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,
Taipei (HALiHiHLALRS —ER114:15.2255%)

Ph: (02) 2561-1548

JOURNEY IN BETWEEN: MAGGIE HSUN-WEI SO-
LO EXHIBITION, works involving metal screens
and other textured materials. SOLDER: JUIN
SHIEH 2003, oil painting. On Sat, Jan 10 at
3pm a on open panel discussion will look at
works by both artists and the featured guest
speakers are Wen-Hsing Wang, Ying-Ying Jien,
Hai-Ming Huang. Both shows through Jan 11.
* Taipei Artists Village

(B ALBIEREIRY)

7 Beiping E Rd (HALTALEREL755)

Ph: (02) 3393-7377

BODY SPACE (& #&2Z[ii]): an exhibition of a
dozen artists currently in residence at the
artists village, including Huang Shih-chieh (US-
A), Miyuki Yokomizo (Japan), Anthony Lu-
ensman (USA), Rita Leppiniermi (Finland),
Bum-Su Kim (Korea), Lisa Milroy (UK), Clifton
Monteith (USA), Tang Wei-ping (HK-SAR), Gar-
gi Raina (India), Imran Hossain Piplu (Bengal),
Mohamed (Egypt), and Shedpherd (Botswana).
Through Jan 13.

IN OUT (i#-H), an exhibition by Anthony Lu-
ensman, Chin Fan-chu, and Tang Huang-chen.
% TIVAC

(G BT S 2T .0

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104%1E
TR EEE45H52957 148)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

CRAZYMAN ISLANDERS' OFFERING: The small
island of Taiwan, densely populated by its 22
million inhabitants, to some extent perhaps
qualifies for this name....Though not every-
one is clinically crazy here, strange thoughts
and ideas come and go, no matter how
fleetingly, in the minds of the Taiwanese.
The 'Crazyman Islanders’ Offering’ will be a
joint exhibition of prints by graduate and un-
dergraduate students of the Taipei University
of Arts looking at the lack of humanism and
art in this place where we live in."
YwUNITED HOTEL

200 Kuangfu S Rd, Taipei (&dbmi%1ERik200
%)

Ph: (02) 2773-1515

GRAFFITI XMAS EXHIBITION featuring DBSK1
and CITYSTALKER. This is a very different
take on decking the halls. It's also decadent
and fun. The exhibition begins with a pyrami-
dal plywood graffiti tree in front of the ho-
tel, and paintings, fake snow and bare

T A

Sports

Y Football
RED LIONS (Businessmans' League)

Contact:
0958469131
TAIPEI ANIMALS (Businessmans' League)
Contact: www.taipeianimals.com, or taipeiani-
mals@hotmail.com

Y Softball

CITIZEN CAIN

Contact: citizencain@asia.com.

* Rugby

TAIPEI BABOONS

Web: www.taipeirugby.com

A Taipei rugby football club for expats.

www.redlionsfc.com or Tony

Y Advertise in POTS Extra
POTS is Taipei's only free weekly newspaper
focusing on entertainment culture, and alter-
native views. It is distributed weekly to more
than 120 locations in Taipei and 200 is-
land-wide. For advertising rates and other re-
lated information, call: (02) 8667-6655 x226
(Chinese) or x225 (English).

% Precious ideas needed

If you perform a field experiment in which
you tag local stray dogs, release them back
into the streets, and perform a long term
study on their migration patterns and habits,
POTS Extra would like to publish this article.
We're also looking for a columnist on tech is-
sues, either hardware or web technologies,
and an intern. We also accept submissions of

writing of local community interest, illustra-
tion, photography, and cartoons. Articles
should be preceded by proposals. Please do

not attach .doc files,
able for graphics.

though .jpegs are suit-
Send all writing in the

XIA  YANG SOLO EXHIBITION,  paintings. small component-units of time. Through Jan i A . > L9 L
Through Jan 11. 31. branched trees line the lobby, keeping with body of the email. Submissions and inquiries
one of Taipei's hippest hotels’ minimal aes- may be sent to: davidfrazier@lihpao.com.
**Ha"art *SLY Art thetic. Through Jan 15.
3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, CHT44)
Chungcheng District Sungshan

Riverside Cafe, B1, 2, Lane 244 Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd (RIS =244
HE2ERE1), Yehtsu Coffee Shop, 16-1, 14, Lane 283, Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd
(FRETIREE = [E283E 14 F16-18%), Tungnarya Movie Theater, 3, Lane 136,
UEH36E35Y), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1,

Roosevelle Rd (B Erimmrs L

Hoping W Rd (fIZ5FER1 ERS08E), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd
(AL ErRETEE), National Film Archives, 4F, 7 Chirgtao E R (& BT
ib4ig), Huashan Arts District, 1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd (/| i855—F158),

Seattle Coffes, 1F, 23, Sec
1, Chungksiaa W Rd {57
Hia—RI2 38815, Eslite
Book Store (MRET statian),
B1, 48 Sec 1, Chunghsiao
W Rd (E=EraH—Fk 40 if
B1), Eslite Book Store
{Train Station), 4F, 50, Sec
1, Chunghsiao W Rd (=
THEE—FT 50 5] A7), Presid
ent Movie Theater, 59, Sec
1, Chunghua Rd (3535 —
FraoRe)

Tatung

Museumn of Conternparary
Art, 39 Crangan W Rd (&
T iainaset), Dr Martin's,
TF, 286, Minsheng

W Rd (E 4-FEEE2860THE)

Chungshan

TIVAC, 29, Lane 45, Liao-
ning St (i E45 295
f&), New York Bagels, 28
Yitung St {(EE {208
Dexter Cafe, 20, Sec 3,

Minsheng E Rd (ELRERRS =E2088), Taipei Fine Ars Museum, 181, Sec
Chungshan N Bd (4714 EEE=F8168), Taipei University Student Urion, §
Sec 3, Minsheng E Rd (4 W =EIGTH¥), Spot - Taipei Film House, 18,
Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (5 1] LF#% — =1 8%E), Eslite Book Store, 70 Tachih
St (EHEETORE). Or. Martin's, 2F, 15, Nanking W Rd (@ 5TrEEs 158821,

GET

free in more

Le Pigionrer, 1F, 9, Lane 57, Sungchiang Rd (#3137 0951 1)

Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 38, Sec 1, Fuhsing & Rd ({&
BN —FI308RTHE), G'day Cafe. 180 Hsingan St (RLZ7E1809%), The
Living Room, 3F, 8 Sec 5, Manjing W Rd (B3 £ S188E34E), Eslite
Book Store (Core Pacific Mall), 10M1F, 135, Sec 4, Pateh Rd /|, 25%
FEEF138%4 10481 148), Eslite Book Store (Minsheng), 122, Sec 3, Min-
sheng E Rd (£ 4 2R3 22881#8), Eslite Book Store, 2-1, Lane 269,
Sec 3, Nanking E Rd (S5 ® s = E1260#2.184), Seattle Coffee, 63,

Sec 4 Mirsheng E Rd
(A MR I FrG 3881 BE),
FMAC, B1, 337, Sec 3,
Manking E Rd (R5TEr
RE=FF337ERE1)

Ta-an
Marwegian Wood Cafe,
9, Lane 284 Sec 3, Roo-
sevaite Rd (RETREI =
Er284&05), National
Tawan Lniversity Activit-
ies Center, 1, Sec 4, Roo-
sevelte Rd (FEETFRRGE
Er—31), Comidor Cafe
in the first floor of the
MTL Athletic Center (£
TR M E N 1), Nor-
wagian Wood (Wenchou
5t), 82 Wenchou St ({8
Mg, Witches Pub,
7, Lane 56, Sec 3, Hain-
sheng S Rd (T4 =
FIS6ETER1AE), No
Where, 1, Lane 60, Sec
3, Hsinsheng S Rd {#'f_i._
FEES = EE0E15]),

3. Coffee, 11, Lane B8, Heinsheng S Rd (¥4 Sk =FA6E118E), shu_-

7, Book Store (NTU) | zF 88, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (I LR =2 08

' §® 2, Apa, 2F, 127, Sec 2, Hoping E Rd (FIZEHES —EM 2THEDHE),

Cozy Coffee, 23, Lare 33, Lishui St (B8 334030 Neo Kaffa, 64
Lungehuan St {5408 Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Takshun St {3EIE
Hra04£7348), Underworid, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (5+254588B1),
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Camberwell College of Arts

Chelsea College of Art and Design
London College of Fashion
London College of Printing

Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design
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BT BE4AEE3454% 155715598
FEEh:27752505 $150#8

Ah  1A16H

O EEE _FiEEEE

2:00~9:00pm ZCARSE

HAL T A R 3 B 56 TR

AT 23625494

O ALBHBEZR - ME IR
B EH#SE echo

9:00pm THE WALL

AL T RETEES VY EY2005%B1
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® T =1NJazz Quartet
9:30pm Aliang&Friends
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No Music No Life,

Good Music Gives You A Better Life~
All The DIs Tonight,Will Give Us A
Good Vibe!

If U Want Kissing The Music Then
Join Us,

We'll Have A Wonderful Night~

DI line-up:

Kay (Lounge Lounge Records)

Daryl (2F/the LOOP)

Edmund (AAAportIS)

Reason (2F/the LOOP)

@®TeXound Farewell Party

IREET - 1H10H (75) 11:00pm~9:00am
0BG TeXound (LT e BT = Y21 759%
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EE FEE/$4000 1285 DLET AL, $400
12851 $600

YEEEERG: 02-25467708

DJs:

23:00-01:00 TACO + FLOYED
01:00-03:00 GRAUITY + ERIC HUANG
03:00-05:00 JIMMY CHEN + VICTOR
CHENG

05:00-07:00 STONE + TIGER
07:00-09:00 JOE + TEDDY DONG
JEASHLAE S H > 46200451 H1I0HE R
TeXound 77 16 =0 _EA)EE 7R 51
FHE W ER N AR R - 5 T E A
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® A NIGHT OF CLASSIC
ANTHEMS @ RUSH
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HihG - CLUB RUSH( 5 HR TR Hh i = B¢ 17357
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Ve EE R - 04-2381-6905

IR RAFELRR . 0972-079-636 [
BN YEAST! RUSH- A5 e T 1=
T 10044 i 28 A 3558 AT HEAST AR BRI A0
SR

H% 2345 %] MINDCIRCUS, HIDE U,
INSIDE ALL THE PEOPLE, CAN'T GET YOU
OUT OF MY HEAD, SHADE MY SKIN, LAZY.
..... AR ZHIRCELA 15 Ek - EIRD]

\

PR AR IACE AL SRR A ASHUBE !
DJS:

DAVID S. 1lpm-12mid-night (DECADENCE
HKG5 @ 2ND FLOORLUXY/#5 B i T.7F
%)

BLUEMAN 12mid-night-2am (B L1F=)
ALEX 2am-4am (HEAVEN, RUSH, %3 E8& T.
(=98]

ELVIS 4am-6am (PSYCHAOS)

/[NZ DIAMOND 6am-8am (#ii+F /457 e
TIE=)

MORE  INFO:
com/clubs/Rush
weareyeas t@chome. com. tw
williamyangl023@pchome.com. tw
@®Jazzy sax vs Funky breaks
REf - 1H 10H (75)10:00pm~12: 00am

NO DOOR CHARGE! % A

HuBf:The Living Room/ N EE (i BRI
SEL8R 3 SIRAE 7o /R R A
a5 :02-8787-4154)

Sax guy m=EFHE (Corbett Wall) will
be funkin' around with DJ Em Lee,
spinning up some slippery beats,
putting you into the groove. Only at
the Living Room!
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*Dirty Three plus special guests
(Australia & France) 5 = S4[=HF1%: Al
Y ST (BRI EEARTE R )

*Damon & Naomi (FiER 7 F) plus spe-
cial guest (USA)- HTSRI 7L H WS
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*Cat Power (USA) it ISR LA 445
I PO SR E (35

*Michio Kurihara(Japan)  THFEIZ4ATK
)~ BRI~ BRI R 5% H AT f KA 2
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* Osho House B {& & HT

Musice Style:

house/trance/lounge&other e-music

Party:every fri&sat 22:00 pmto 6:00am

Entrance 200 NTD
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® SWINGJACK & PART TIME
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WA IG87918489 Fk—7F
OE_ERNEMEANAELEEE
BEAMERESEMES
A LGB R B R ET B
FEEE BOR BT UFE R S R
N — o Bh Bl N T HE B R B
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