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1980 R.E.M. FENE &R MNAILTS (Athens, Georgra)e
MR S5 Michael Stipe(vocals) Peter Buck(guitar)
“Mike Mills(bass)-Bill Berry(drums)-

1982 R.E.M.FAIIRMIM].R.S. Records F #1711 5REP
Chronic Town> @E&BAYAC/DCBRR »

1983 R.E.N. 87 E R HEMurmur - I LA— 25 T 58§49
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F E R
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1985 H{TEIEFables Of The Reconstruction®

1986 H&ELife s Rich Pageant T H R AIEEIHHL"
Fall On Me"
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B ESEN RR A R E E ME BR A L 80
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1988 i Document JE 5 (I8 )45 -R.E.M. h1 MW Warner
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You Inside Out”82"Stand”»
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@HFEEIFT - @NirvanalB RIS/ Fa BT EgE
il bR AT
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o G SR AR Y R (R E IS (Best International Group)
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The Moon™ ¥THEHETT Bino . 40 - 1 15 2 05 Qe 48 R B B
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The People 8 = B 508 /& - @ Michael Jackson~Bryan
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HE BB (Best Music Vadeo. Short Form: “Everybody
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Y- @F BT ARE-.

1997 #HIRE AR SO0 MR E TS HBEMTE
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Religion” #"Radio Free Furope” - BEE EH 25 K EF
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“FTHEHEFT RS 1op 402

Ti#Man On The Moon[RM I The Great Beyond¥EMTV
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Kovlik) = ¥ 7 K55 SEMTVAR 3B HE I BT K FfT 8 # (Rol hhng
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Religion” {8325 184> "The One [ Love"H{E&ZZE6l-
2001 VHIT K&K (100 Greatest Albums) 7 Murmur4
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TR SIS L E R GRS SE A - BE” mitaton
Of Life" FTi:H T8 top 40°~"Imitation Of Life" HEMTVE
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Video) & M HE L (Best Direction: Garth Jennings)e
Michael StipefCAlL-Star Tribute BAIDSEOL] AR BN
BLHl"What's Going On” rREASF - HEMTVER 4 & 58 K 88 (MTV
Europe Music Award)$2-2 B EEES -
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2003 TR TN R.E M ST — 2 2 Weakdh
The Final StraweJL A #EFY 6K R RO BB EIRTE - &
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A pldure for ihe new yenr hy urhsi (hen Shan-hsi.

he Taipei Fine Arts Museum will give
T away signed prints of the New Year's

picture (FEE) commissioned from local
artist Chen Shan-hsi (BIEME) to lucky
museum-goers through January 20. Winners
will be selected in lucky draws that take
place daily at 5pm. Only a museum
admission ticket is needed to enter.

New Year's pictures are a folk tradidon
for bringing luck in the new year. This one
shows does double duty for the upcoming
lunar year of the monkey, which begins on
January 22, as well as the Gregorian 2004.
It's atle, which I'l roughly translate as
Plucking a Peact Bestows Longeviy (TAPKER
&), alludes to Hanuman, the monkey king
that brought the Buddhist scriprures to China
in the Ming Dynasty classic Journey to the
West (PG3ERC). He's shown holding one of
the peaches of immortality which he stole on
his romp through the celestial realm.

Orchestral Zappa

Germany's Ensemble Modem comes to
Taipei's CIKS Cultural Center for six
performances (Jan 4 to 11) that include
everything from Frank Zappa to 20th century
symphonic music to accompanying Charlie
Chaplin operas. Karsten Witt, manager of the
Ensemble, flew in to Taipei in eatly
December to introduce the group to the
press and to prepare for their visit. An
outgoing and gently attentive German in hjs
fifties, he discussed the Ensemble's
collaboration with Zappa during the last
moanths of his life as well as 2 range of
views on both "contemporary" and "modemn"
music.

Highlights will include 2 performance
devoted to part of Zappa's rock song book
using scores transcribed from the original
records and arranged by Ali N. Askin,
Zappa's longstanding assistant and alter ego.
Another will have the Ensemble playing to
three Charlie Chaplin movies, each about 20
mijoutes in Jength. These have been restored

o a digital format, which means no blurs or
shaking images - even the projection speed
was cofrected and slowed down to proper
speed, which is different from the accelerated
versions of silent films new, faster projectors
have created. There will also be an
experimental and improvisational performance,
Heiner Goebbels Black and White , a work
created for the Ensemble in 1996. From a
theatrical point of view, this is the most
daring concert of the 2004 Contemporary
Music Fesoval. It's hard to file 1t under
traditional categories of musical presentation,
so we'll just tell you what to keep your mind
open when you go to the show (to see the
full interview with Karsten Witt by writer
Kilaus Bru, see page 20. Or see Music in the
Listings).

Faust, the opera

The Natdonal Symphony Orchestra
petforms only a few operas each year. For
the New Year season they're producing
Berlioz's Lo Damnaron de Fausr , which will
only be played only twice with the final
performance on Friday, January 2 at the
National Concert hall. The piece is the 19th
century French composet's adaptation of
Goethe's famous novel, which was roughly
contemporary. The four act opera centers
around the Faust's discussions with
Mephistopheles, the famed deal with the devil

Here in Taipei it will be performed by
the National Symphony Orchestra with Justin
Lavender as Faust, John Cheek as
Mephistopheles, Tsai Wen-hao as Brander,
and Chen Pei-chi as Marguerite. Supporting
the main action will be a2 full choir, a
children's choir, a large group of dancers and
actors, and multimedia effects (see the
Listings).

Feirenbang
The fun-loving, slam dancing punks of the
punk rock gang Feirenbang (BAE) get

PHOTO: TeAM

2004: Here comes the monkey

together for one of their regular sessions at
The Wall on the Saturday following New
Year's Eve (Jan 3). They do these shows
about once a2 month somewhere in Taipei or
Taichung, and sometimes, in the midst of all
the moshing, the get-togethers take on an
almost cabarer-like armosphere. At one I saw
a kid, backed by a never-ending bass line,
give a long and hilarious monologue on the
teen lust idols of his youth, and he also held
up posters and handed them out as he went
on. Usually, though, it's just simple circus
tricks, but there's always something random.
This time the them is "Kiss of Peace" and
the bands, which do not necessarily belong to
the Feirenbang but are invited by them, are:
Oi, Fire E.X. (which is just back from
playing Beijing), BB Dan, Fall of this Cormer,
Suichihhua, Land of Mess, Semicon, Sight
Off, and Niupichih. The Wall is located at
B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd and the show
starts at 7:30pm (for more on the Feirenbang
and Taiwan's punk scene, see the article on

page 19).

The Post-NYE Party

As last Sunday's afternoon-to-midnight
rave was getting ready to shut down - jt was
a mellow affair with a few dancing under the
bridge and most cooling out on the
surrounding grass - D] Em, in his big thick
frame glasses, was pounding the pavement
handing out flyers for his party after New
Year's, Beacoup Bubbles. It's supposed to
reenact New Year's Eve three days after the
fact, and both vibe and admission price will
be a lot more chill with all the tension of
New Year's Eve behind it. If you pick up a
flyec, it's a free. Otherwise it's NT$350. DJs
are Chono, Chewie, Nina, SL, Em, and
Coftey. Bacchus is at Bi-1, No 22, Sungshou
Rd, Taipei, just next to Warner Village (see
the Listings). -Dprnd Frazier
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Jack Frost nipping at convenience store whiskey

My holidays in Taiwan

BY HARTLEY POOL

) HESTNUTS ROASTING on an open
fire, Jack Frost nipping at your nose,”
I tried ro get the kids to sing it

again, but they weren't having any of it.

"Come on everyone," T began for the
fourth time, but the stdent body definitely
weren't interested. Some of the smaller ones
were crying.

"Look,” 1 decided to try and reason, “it's
Christmas Day, I'm not going to spend it
teaching you the difference betweea I have
been, and T have been being." Granted that
was partly because 1 had no idea what the
difference was, but there were othet more
important reasons. "1 know you all wanted to
watch a video but Kevin the Director caught
me setting up the screen. He says that would
be a waste of class time. So we're going to
sing obscure Christmas songs instead. And 'l
use them to teach you some useful new
words. Erm, like chestnuts... and roasting.
Does anyone know what a chestnut is?"

"Or we could perform a short play I've
just written called 'How the Kevin stole
Christmas.™

I know that we have to expect cultural
difference when we move far from home,
and I know that we have to try and accept
them. I do my part, I've put up with going
to the cinema and having the lower tenth of
the screen covered with incomprehensible
subdtles, and I've contended with the frankly
disgraceful lack of a Taiwanese Taco Bell.
But that's as far as [ go. Not having
Christmas is just too damned much.

I started drawing a Jack Frost on the
hoard, working out how 1 could show him

nipping someone’s nose, and thought back to
Christmases at home - what would T be
doing right now? Well, actually I'd be in bed,
but let's put ime zone differences aside for
the moment.

[ wake up at the crack of dawn bright as
a freshly-bloomed daisy and reach down
expectantly to the pillowcase by the side of
the bed, stuffed to overflowing with toys and
chocolate. I tear through the first few
packages - a puppet IKermit, a football, a
Millenium Falcon. Oh hang on, I'm sevea
years old. Okay, let's start again.

1 wake up at around noon, not sure
whether I'm stll drunk or starting a
hangover. Think about throwing up. Don't.
Go downstairs. Remember last night. Thank
God I'm stying with my parents, or I'd have
woken up with an unfeasibly dodgy lady
called Ellie taking up at least two thirds of
the bed. Remember it's Christmas. Go back
upstairs, hunt for cheque from father. Don't
find one. Go into parent's bedroom, find
father sull in bed.

"Dﬁd?"

"Hmmm?"

“Am 1 geting a cheque this year?"

“One hundred.”

"Oh," tease as much disappointment in
there as possible, "two?"

“One fifty."

"Okay then."

I bounce downstaits to find mum in the
kitchen trying to get the turkey off the dog.
“Your sistet's just phoned," she grunts,
"call her back - shit, he's sucking the stuffing

out.”

[ quickly call my sister, who lives across
town with her husband and kid..

“Hi Christine. Merry-"

"How much did you ger?"

“One...tweaty five," 1 lie.

“Right, well you're single and I've got a
family to support. I'm gonna go for three.
And there's the house to pay off. Three fifty.
Hang on, the car. Three seventy five. See
you later."

A few hours later my sister and her
family are there - the turkey's ready, and
looks great apart from a few whiskers. Only
problem is dad haso't got up yet.

“It's the money," suspects Christine, "he's
scared."

“No," comes the wise word of mum, as
she takes time off from kicking the dog, "it's
your great great Aunty Joyce. She invited
herself for dinner, he's supposed to go and
pick her up in ten minutes.”

A rather unfestive hush descends. There is
a moan. Aunty Joyce is ninety-seven, hajry,
smelly and enjoys telling stories about flings
with sprighdy eighty-year-old men.

"How long will she stay," I break the
silence.

"1 don't want to think about it," says
mum.
“Is that why you've put plastic sheeting
over all the furniture," pipes up my
brother-in-law thoughtfully.

Finally figuring out that Jack Frost needn't
necessarily e nipping a nose to get the point
across, 1 setded for drawing a nose and
miming a nip. One of the kids laughed and
it occurred to me that perhaps the laugh of
a single chid was worth more than a
confusing Chtistmas at home. Then I threw
up, because wherever in the world you
happen to be, Christmas Eve is Christmas
Eve and deserves a drink or two.
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BY ANDY O'BRIEN

HE AUGUST 29 Vicious Citcle Night

punk rock show began as an upbeat,

boppy affair. Hoards of young
Taiwanese kids clad in old school punk
T-shirts, meticulously groomed spiky hair,
and combat boots congregated at the Taipei
Youth Recreation Center ready to pogo. That
was until a feud erupted. Since that night,
there have been confrontations, nasty words
exchanged, and finally a two-day jai
sentence. Now there's a schism in the local
scene: it's the fashion punks versus the
Useless Motherfuckets.

Ask any Taiwanese punk rockers where
you can find the most intense scene and
they'll probably say Taichung. Taichung is
the home of the notorious youth crew, the
Feirenbang (B AE), or Useless
Motherfuckers. They boast over one hundred
members from all over the island and can
be found at almost every music festval slam
dancing and playfully hutling projectles.
Their pardes at Ala’s pub in Taichung host
some of the wildest live shows anywhere in
Taiwan. It's not unusual to see chaotic circle
moshes and bold crowd surfers diving from
the second floor balcony into the pit of
flailing bodies in front of the stage.

The Taipei scene is lead by Spunka, a
ska-punk band that's arguably the most
famous punk band currently playing on the
jsland. They're based in punk rock clothing
shops, and on any given day you can stop
by Chaos Punk off Chunghsiao East Road
or Vicious Circle in Hsimenting and find a
member of Spunka working behind the
counter. Vicious Circle, in addition to selling
punk merchandise and clothing, also sponsors
"Vicious Circle Nights," featuring punk, ska,
and rockabilly acts. Spunka is always the
headliner.

According to Feirenbang leader, Anarchy
Allen, here's how the conflict started: "We
used to be good friends with Spunka,” he
said. "I liked their songs. They were so

s the Feirenbang

simple, so cool. But after they got
sponsored by Vicious Circle, they changed.
Now they doa't make music. They just want
to look pretty and imitate Rancid. The
argument started at Spring Scream. [The
Feirenbang was] staying at the same hotel as
Spunka. [Vocalist) Jimmy Spunka came back
from a party and began climbing the wall
and screaming, 'look at me! I'm Spiderman!
Some local aborigines thought it was us, and
came up to us with a big stick and tried to
hit Jem Pei from the band Reproduction. 1
grabbed my skateboard and hit the man with
the truck. There was a huge fight. Then
they called some of their friends for help, so
we had to leave. Some of us slept on the
beach and got bitten by mosquitoes. It was
so fucking cold! Spunka didn't apologize.
They said it was none of their business."

However Spunka, had a different version
of the story. "It was a misunderstanding and
had nothing 10 do with us," said guitarist
Hao, working the counter at Vicious Circle.
Spunka vocalist Jimmy went further. "The
aborigines had already warned them twice
about the noise before we even arrived.
After they had warned the Feirenbang a
third time, we came back. The Feirenbang
blamed us for the noise. [ returned to my
room and by that time, the fight had already
begun.”

Allen also accused Spunka of putting
down the Feirenbang on Internet news
groups. "They say Feirenbang isn't rea/
puak . They think punk tock should be a
certain way, like UK style or something. So
we wrote ‘'we are going to beat you' on
their website,” Hao denied the accusation.
“Feirenbang is also punk. There are many
kinds of punk. We're just one kind. We
dress old school hard core, and they look
kind of hip hop. Allen will say 'money can't
buy punk' and we agree with that. We can't
just make ourselves famous with the gear"

Allen says that in response to the
Feirenbang threat, Long Tou, the owner of
Vicious Circle, approached Allen and lus

ILLUSTRATION: DAVID FRAZIER

band Oi at a concert in Taipei. "He said
that what we did was Wegal and we
frightened Spunka.” Spunka denies this
occurred.

Then on August 29 it all went down.

"We knew [Feirenbang's] Punk Cow Band
was planning to do something because two
days before the show they wrote on a
website, 'we want to destroy the Spunka
show™ explained Hao. "At the show the
[Punk Cow Bandj singer, Chen Hao, went
on stage and said, T'm selling punk clothes
too. If you buy from me, you can be a
punk rocker. NT$13,000 and you can be
punk.' We felt angry because we wanted to
see a punk rock show and not be laughed
at. They called us poseurs, so we stopped
the show right as he began to play a
Spunka song. He said he was joking, but we
didn't see it that way.”

“They hit them," said Anarchy Allen.
"[All the members of Spunka] hit them just
because Punk Cow Band played a Spunka
cover. So I went to Vicious Circle with the
Chen Hao and sixty other people. We
wanted them to apologize. We were just
siting around outside talking and having fun
when the police came.”

“They were velling abuse at us from
outside. There were only five of us inside,"
said Hao. "Allen said he only wanted to
talk, but his voice sounded...”

“They told the police we had weapons.
We didn't. They said the neighbors called the
police. They lied!” said Allen.

“"All the shop ownets on the street called
the police. They were frightened,” said Hao.
“They charged me with disturbing the
peace. I mer a lot of Mainland Chinese

prostitutes in jail," said Allen.

Since then, there have been numerous
threats, rumors, and accusations hurled in
Spunka's direction, and retaliation seems
inevitable. Spunka says they're not wortied.
The Feirenbang says they're waiting for
Spunka to come back and play a show in
Taichung,




Germany's Ensemble Modem \'ﬂ" play Chaplin in uwhole new light {left), ond con also double as u well, somewhal conventional orchestra

An orchestra that will play Zappa tunes,

other wacky things

BY KLAUS BRU
HE FINAL chapter in the life of
T Frank Zappa saw him collaborating
with a different kind of highly
unconventional musicians, the Frankfurt,
Germany-based Ensemble Modern, The
group's manager Karsten Wit remembers,
"When he was already deadly sick, the whole
orchestra flew to the states, conductor
included, and they recorded the ensemble
works of his hero, Edgar Varese, onto 64
tracks in Frank Zappa's basement studio in
his home in Los Aggeles. In the last months
of his life, Zappa edited these tracks stll to
be rereleased. Zappa always wanted to be
considered a serious composer, and that's why
he was so happy to work with musicians who
took him serous on their part and were able
not just to play but also shape his music and
bring it to life. Some people say, the
Ensemble Modern was Zappa's last band. And
we have reason to believe, we were.”
Founded back in 1980 as an attempt of
music students to form the "ideal orchestra”,
the Ensemble Modern is a full orchestra with
19 members from nine couatries and a
repertoire covering everything from Ludwig
van Beethoven to Fred Frith. From January 4
to 11, it will give six performances in Taipei
at the National Concert Hall, National
Theatre, and the Expetrimental Theatre of the
National Theatre. Programs include one full
concert devoted to Zappa's music, another

accompanying easly Charlie Chaplin films, an
improvisational musical theater, and three
concerts devoted to contemporary COMpPOSELs.

Witt, the Ensemble's dynamic and zealous
manager, puts it like this: “For our first
public appearance in Taiwan, we consciously
refrained from scheduling too many
experiments. We have chosen what has been
performed by us many times all over the
world and what we think is representative for
our repertoire as well as for the
Contemporary Classical Music scene.”

Many of the concerts have a strong
performance aspect. Elements of theater,
dance, video, and film keep the band in
constant movement on stage - as well as
around the world, playing 100 concerts per
year. No chief conductor is employed;
everything is decided democratically by the
members of the ensemble. Some time after
the venture was founded and becoming
bigger, it was tumed into a company with the
members becoming the shareholders. In the
meantime, this modern music eaterprise also
founded an academy to train young musicians
in the (nterpreration of new music. The core
of the group extends from time to time into
the Ensemble Modern Orchestra, which
exclusively plays the symphonic music of the
20th and 21st century, led by the original
members of the Ensemble Modem.

"I don't care if people say, the music we
play is hard to listen ro. Of course, we cover
a niche in the music market, and even if our

PHCITCIS (KS

Charlie Chaplin accompaniment, and many

composers are sometimes high brow
intellectuals who have a lot to say about their
works, our concerts are most of the time sold
out. What counts is what comes to the ears.
Our audience consists, fortunately, only partly
of people who are experts in the field of
Contemporary Music," said Witt.

In 1992, just about one year before
Zappa's death on December 5th 1993, the
Ensemble Modern recorded a CD, Zhe
Yelow Shark , with Zappa and were touring
Europe with him. Publicity for many of the
concerts mentoned only Zappa, including one
In Vienna. Witt recalls, "Back then, 1 was the
manager of the Konzerthaus Vienna, and we
had scheduled 2 concert in Vienna as well
But Zappa was already so sick that he
couldn't make it. So we told all the people
who phoned us in ocder to find out if their
star would show up for the show or not,
that he wouldn't. All of the staff were doing
nothing but answering phone calls for three
days, persuading people to come anyway to
see the Ensemble Modern perform Zappa's
works. Moreover, we reassured everybody their
tckets would be refunded if they felt the
concert wasn't worth the money. After the
show, however, only 30 or so disappointed
Zappa fans got their money back, the rest,
about 5000 people, were pleased with what
they had listened to."

So, here comes a litde warning from the
writer of this article: Beware, audience, book
your tickets in advance...

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE:

FRANK ZAPPA : GREGGERY PECCARY &
OTHER PERSUASIONS (2000)
Sun, Jan 4 at 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$600 to 2000

Zappa's lifelong dream was to be a "seri-
ous" composer. In the musicians of the Ensem-
ble Modern he had found equal partners, will-
ing and able to perform his music of enor-
mous complexity. The Zappa program per-
formed in Taipei is not the "Yellow Shark,"
but will include selected pieces of Frank Zap-
pa's rock 'n roll with typically imaginative ti-
tles, including "What will Rumi do2" and "Re-
vised Music for Low Budget Orchestra".

CONCERT |
Mon, Jan 6 at 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Aside from more "classical' modern compo-
siions of Anton Webern, one of the protago-
nists of the "twelve tone music" movement,
this program includes pieces by Edgar Varese

(Frank Zappa's idol), Gycergi Lligeti (a revolu-
tionary in New Music, who just celebrated his
80th birthday), and Helmut Lachenmann .

SILENT FILMS OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN AND
ENSEMBLE MODERN
Wed, Jan 7 at 7:30pm, National Theatre
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

This is something for fans of Charlie Chap-
lin as well as lovers of modern music. Three
early short films of Chaplin are being project-
ed and accompanied by the Ensemble Mod-
ern, playing the music of B. Mason, a com-
poser from England.

CONCERT I
Thurs, Jan 8, 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

This show is in the style which is easiest
to understand, or one might also say, digest.
This music, of which Steve Reich is probably
the best well known composer, and the theme
is minimalism.

CONCERT 1l
Fri, Jan 9, 7:30pm, Experimental Theatre
Tickets: NT$4600

This concert featurestwo different com-
posers. Oliver Mesiaen, was a prisoner in a
German camp during World War I, and the
piece to be performed debuted in that sefting.
Helmut Lachenmann, said Witt, "each of his
pieces is a machine. Sounds funny, but what
you can hear is the interior or the sounds of
the intestines of a musical machine as it was
imagined in the composer's head before he
wrote it down."

GOEBBELS: BLACK ON WHITE
Sun, Jan 11, 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

From a theatrical point of view, this is the
most daring concert: a huge stage with long
benches all and it in only black and white;
a dozen musicians moving around constantly,
playing instruments and reciting texts in Ger
man, French and English. Highly improvisational.




Meditating the bark

A recipe for chicken in fig sauce

BY HYATT LEE

WHEN I come home from work to get
ready to prepare dinner for guests, the first
thing I see through the doorway is the
dining table. There's a ceramic bowl on the
table that holds a head of madly sprouting
garlic, a pomegranate, which is getting drier
by the day, and several plum tomatoes.

For the Chinese here in Taiwan, the
pomegranate is a symbol of fertility because
of its many, many seeds, like children,
waiting to repopulate the earth. And the
ancient Greeks believed that the tiny seeds
of the pomegranate had a bearing on the
arrival of winter; Hades abducted Persephone,
she then ate six seeds from the fruit, and
was banished to the underworld for six
anl]thS C‘VCI’}-’ yﬁﬂ.l’.

Tomatoes, which now seem to show up
on the palate daily, were once thought t be
poisonous because of their vivid red colors.
Here they are the barbarian's eggplant

The Egyptians worshipped garlic. Ra,
Sekhmet, Garlic. But for Buddhists, garlic is
taboo because it's one of the five pungent
vegetables, said to make one angry when
caten raw, and lustful when eaten cooked. So
there on the table in a bowl beside the
kitchen, deep magenta, off whites and rowdy
reds reign together.

This was supposed to be a restaurant
review, and henceforth will be about food
and restaurants, But 1 wanted to start with
my kitchen and what happens there and
what shouldn't happen as well. Impatience,
carelessness, these are things that can kill a
dish. My first brush with the kitchen, heat,
hands and a spatula was in Mempbhis,

Beauty meets reality: cooking in o Taipei kitchen

Tennessee. 1 fought awkwardly with a grilled
cheese sandwich, burned both sides, and
never got the cheese to melt. We do learn
from our mistakes sometimes. That charred
brick was a piece of a foundation, a part of
a life that led to a love of food, a passion
for cooking, and an odd stumble into the
corridors of taste and pleasure.

I'm hoping to rake you with me on a
romp where we may meet up with aggressive
marinades, poached pears, junk food a la
carte, riotous dumplings that become pillows
in our dreams, noodle vineyards, cities of
tofu, and rice that could stick to our very
souls. We may come upon men who take
more pride in the length of their cigarette
ash than they do in prepanng your food, in
which case, you'll get a fair warning. We'll
also try to find some great chuf mao rang
Juan (ZHREIHE), sesame dumpling soup, to
warm us up and brighten our eyes.

Let's start with this. A cook walks into a
room where he sees a chicken and a fig,
disparate these two, he thinks, then later,
maybe not. For the fig will make a dark
sweet sauce to contrast with the whiteness of

PHOTO:HYATT LEE

the meat. These are the moments when
cooking transcends nourishment. And by
eating, one joins in that celebration. He has
gone off script. He no longer relies on
recipes alone. But you can..

WHAT YOU'LL NEED: Two chicken
breasts, one tablespoon of olive oil, eight
dried Black Mission figs, one cup of dry red
wine or balsamic vinegar, three quarters of a
cup of chicken stock, one cinnamon stick,
one whole clove, and half a teaspoon of
grated orange peel.

WHAT TO DO: Cut the figs in half, then
combine the ingredients in a sauce pan and
let simmer on low heat untl thickened. Press
figs while stirring. Stir often. Meanwhile, put
a tablespoon of olive oil in a saute pan over
low heat. Place the chicken in the pan and
brown each side for about four to six
minutes. The fig sauce takes about 12
minutes. Pour sauce through cheesecloth or
strainer to remove solids. Place chicken on
plates and ladle sauce on top. Enjoy.
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

*Jenny Tseng

(EEARHTUEFY )

Fri, Jan 2 and Sat, Jan 3 at 7:45pm

Taipet International Convention Center (5 il
TR .L)

Tickets: NTS800 to 3000 through ERA outlets
Jenny Tseng became a young pop star at the
age of 17 but hasnt performed in Taiwan in
15 years, before this concert. She now lives
in San Francisco but her music is still popu-
lar locally.

*Pan Yueyun Concert

(R85 TR BT T20M TR )

Sat, Jan 10 at 7:30pm

Sun Yat-sen Memoral Hall(E*i0=:8%), 505,
Sec 4, Renai Rd, Taipel (S3LA{ZEIMPIRAS05%5)
Tickets: NTS500 to 3000 through ERA ticket
outlets

Pan Yue-yun, famous for her allwe and
curves as well as her voice, will sing a col-
lection of songs from the popular songwriters
who helped make her famous.

% %2004 Contemporary Music

Festival - Ensemble Modern

Jan 4 1st Concert: January 4, 19.30 Concert Hall
The highly acclaimed Ensemble Modern Is
coming to Taipei for six shows starting on
Saturday from Jan 4 to 11, This series intro-
duces a variety of composers including Frank
Zappa, Heiner Goebbels, Helmut Lachenmann,
Steve Reich, and Anton Webem, with works
performed by an orchestra of 19 who can
play instruments in very unconventional ways.
FRANK ZAPPA : GREGGERY PECCARY & OTH-
ER PERSUASIONS (2000)

Sun, Jan 4 at 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
NT$600 to 2000

Shortly before his death, Frank Zappa, one
of the most influential Rock artists of the
near past, came in touch with the Ensemble
Modern. This program performed in Taipei
will include selected pieces of Frank Zappa's
Music including "What will Rumi do?" and “Re-
vised Music for Low Budget Orchestra”, They
were transcribed from the original records
and arranged by Ali N. Askin, Zappa's long-
standing assistant and alter ego.

CONCERT |

Mon, Jan 6 at 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Works include Webern: Five Pieces for Or-
chestra, op. 10 (1913); Ligeti: Concert for
Piano and Orchestra (1985-88); Webem: Six
Pieces, op. 6 (1909/1920); Varese: Octandre
(1923); and Lachenmann: Mouvement (1983/84).
SILENT FILMS OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN AND EN-
SEMBLE MODERN

Wed, Jan 7 at 7:30pm, National Theatre
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

B. Mason's Chaplin Operas (1988) give a com-
pletely new flavor and drama to the Chaplin
classic short fitms Easy Street, The Immi-
grant, and The Adventurer.

CONCERT I

Thurs, Jan 8, 7:30pm. National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Works to be performed - Reich: New York
Counterpoint (1985); Nancarrow: Piece No. 2
for Small Orchestra (1986); Reich: Different
Trains (1988); Goebbels: La Jalousie (1991);
Nancarrow/Mikhashoff: Study No 3¢, 5, 6; Re-
ich: Eight Lines (1979)

CONCERT 1l

Fri, Jan 9, 7:30pm, Experimental Theatre
Tickets: NT$600

Works to be performed - Messiaen: Quatuor
pour la fin du temps (1940); Lachenmann:
Trio Fluido (1966)

GOEBBELS: BLACK ON WHITE

Sun, Jan 11, 7:30pm, National Concert Hall
Tickets: NT$500 to 2500

Part theatre production, part concert, each
of the musicians becomes an actor.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

YwAliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (L= F BRY 84345811555 154)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed the
bar at IT Park, Wednesdays: acoustic jazz
and blues by GREG JACKETT on acoustic gui-
tar and AIGNER on Hamish keyboards. Thurs-
days: JAZZ TRIO of drums, electric guitar
and electnc bass, 10pm. Fridays: EARL HINES
JAZLZ TRIO, Hines on acoustic bass plus elec-
tric guitar and drums. Saturdays: 1-JU JAZZ
QUARTET featuring special guest musicians.
Sat, Jan 31: BELLY DANCING by Professor Vi-
olet Lee and students. Performances from 9:
30pm, NT$150 minimum.

wBlue Note

(B39

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(FEHTHER: 81715 443)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipefs oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (@i UL ATEY — i-4), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatniate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

Y Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipel (&LiEM—B410145)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NTS380 + 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$38D + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.
*Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (&L
A5 15268

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting (ocation of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Performances Friday and Satur-
day nights from 9pm, NTS$250.

W Citizen Cain

(RER)

67 Dongfung St, Taipel (&L 74 % H67%)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Tuesdays: Jazz on the Rocks with BOPSUIE
and THAT OTHER BAND, from 9pm. Every
second Wednesday: WORD, an open mic¢ night
for poetry, spoken word, oratory and play
acting. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open miC
night for musical jams, from %pm. No cover
charge for any of the above.

% The Living Room

(VN RER)

3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Zil
T T SR SR8 348)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Thursdays: music jams. Fri-
days/Saturdays: bands and/or DJs. Mondays:
college bands. Usually there's no cover.
wNTU Corridor Cafe

GElgINGE &)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng S Rd - & A Siz-&ubs
S —48)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fn, Jan 2: OH YEAH
JAZ7 BAND, 8pm, free. Sat, Jan 3: ROCCO
JAZZ BAND, 8pm, free. Fri, Jan 9: CH)-BIN
AND KAI-YA, a duet of violin and piano,
8pm, WNT$250. Sat, Jan 10: KANG-TEH AND
BUSY MIND, folksy, 8pm, NTS250.

W Peshawar

(mEL)

3, Lene 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (LRIt
BOH:3)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded.

Yok Riverside Music Cafe

O ERE)

B1, No 2, lLane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipel (S0 ATRREHRIG 32444 244B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area
with a mixed lineup of jazz and rock shows
atmost every night of the week. Shows begin
at 9:30pm and adnvission s NT $250 unless
otherwise noted. Fri, Jan 2: HUANG RUI-FENG
(T4 & FRIENDS. Sat, Jan 3: ECHO and
LEE HSIN-YUN (A F745). Sun, Jan 4: 1976,
rock. Mon, Jan 5: open jam, free, Fri, Jan
9: FUSION JAZZ BAND (fh&S3-1-%%) Sat, Jan
10: LISA MINI-CONCERT, mandopop.

% The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipei (& 3LiFskALRE642)
Ph: (02) 2772-0948

Taipei's most authentic Irish pub. Thursday:
funk, soul and jazz, trio 8pm to 11pm, Fri-
days: Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to
midnight. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND
plays rowdy rock covers, 10pm to 1am. Sun-
days: jazz tno led by New QOrleans native
Abe Kenyata, 4pm to 7pm. No cover charge.
wx The Wall

CERY)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (4Ll ST Esrd
F4200%561)

Ph-(02)2778-9774

Web :www. the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500 people

Opened on November 13, The Wall is now
Taipefs largest rock club, with about a dozen

vendors of CDs, instruments, coffee, and oth-
er rock necessities. The bar is open mnightly
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows ¢ost NT
8300, drink included, unless otherwise noted.
Thurs, Jan 1: VYRUS (%), SANHEYUAN (=
&h), BMILY, 8mm SKY (/AKX 4), and
BOHEMIA G #i2438R), a night of post-rock and
post-punk, from 7pm. Fri, Jan 2: Private par-
ty. Sat, Jan 3: “Kiss of Peace” Concert by
the punk 'n hardcore gang or club FEIREN-
BANG with: Of, FIRE E.X. (x#), B8 DAN
(BB7Y), FALL OF THIS CORNER (—3 %K),
SUICHIHHUA (R#4I7E). HUNLUANCHIHTAO (iEGiAL
Z %), SEMICON (42:84), SIGHT OFF, and NI-
UPICHIH (4 ¥#9), (ots of moshing, from 7:
30pm. Fri, Jan 9: SANOEE CHAN (kD #E)
CONCERT, with Taiwan's alternative diva,
SANDEE CHAN, and VANNY MA plus teenage
punk rock girls HOTPINK, 9pm, NT$250. Sat,
Jan 10: LEAF FESTIVAL with the amazing Aus-
tralian atmospheric rockers THE DIRTY THREE,
US indie rock singer/songwriter CAT POWER,
DAMON & NAOMI, and local bands LTK, TIN
PAN ALLEY(f84%#]), and WONFU (llJ:f8), from
6pm, ticket price TBA. Sun, Jan 11: FOR-
EIGNERS NIGHT with WE LOVE RIDING BOOTS,
SATURN (+ &), and DJ KE(TH, 8pm, NT$250.
% wUnderworld

(bt €r)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(3[/iRilA RS 45%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipers indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT $250. Thurs, Jan 1: TUBE and
CHUANRU (R fi55).  Fri, Jan 2: ALMOST HU-
MAN and TACHIHSIANG (X ). Sat, Jan 3:
BOHEMIA (j47%2k:23) and NAIYOU HAMU (W)t
I588).  Thurs, Jan 8: SO WHAT andZE [ 2 £
%, Fr, Jan 9: BIAO-ER (%) and 88
GUAVA SEEDS (88T ta%sf7), an acoustic-elec-
tric indie band. Sat, Jan 10: COACH, NIBAN-
MO (B ) and HSIEN YUE DUl ({ly&RKR).
Thurs, Jan 15: C TATIAO ( CX #) and
CHUEBAN (##:). Fri, Jan 16: BAD DAUGHTER
(B4, indie rock, KALEMO (k% ), and
DIABLE, a new offshoot band of Sister White.
Y Witches Pub

(ACHRSET)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7

L AT - s 36y 5644 742

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore, Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Shows begin at 9:
30pm and admission is NT$250, one dnink in-
cluded. Fri, Jan 2: TSURANCHUAN BAND (&
KRS 50). Thurs, Jan 8: WANG YING-MENG (T
K ¥8), romantic airs on the accordion. Fri,
Jan 9: CHEN CH(-CHEN (K« £5). Sat, Jan 10:
NEON BAND (ZZULE2FT).

Social Dance

Y Barrio

B1, 277, Sec 2, Tunhua § Rd (&L 20k
B 2774 B1)

Ph: (02) 2378-9955

A new club for social dancing past midnight
and late night funk. Kitchen open nightly to
3am serving an extraordinary menu of "Latino
sushi.” Wednesdays and Saturdays: salsa danc-
ing. No cover for now.

Y Salsa

Thursdays: SALSA D-LUX at LUXY (see dance
clubs)

Free salsa lesson from 8:30pm to 9:15pm,
authentic New York salsa 9pm to 2am, NTS300.

Saturdays: CLUB 75 has a Latin band and
some salsa dancing, minimum charge NTS$300.
75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd. Taipei (&L
FRLALE S B 75E)

Ph: (02)2836-8910.

Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs),
minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
Jam.

For more information, see www.taipeisalsa.com.
*Tango

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the in-
tersection of Kuangfu N Rd - &l riipg st
VHEL 1804 14

Ph: (02) 2570-0702

Argentine Tango dancing 7:30pm to midnight
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (or
every 3rd and Sth Sunday if the first day of
the month is Sunday). Free entrance, drink
or food purchase required.

For more information on Tango,
tangotaiwan.com

Dance Clubs

* 2F

Hoping W. Rd,, Sec. 1, No. 15 (RFFFEs—FL15%8)
Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Web: www.2F-Taipei.com

Capacity: 1024

A large dance club that plays to commercial
and underground scenes and a frequent host
to international DJs. Fridays: Techno, house,
breaks and trance until 7:30am. NTS550 + 1
Dank, NT $350 before midnight. Saturdays:
House, breaks, progressive, trance and hard
dance until 7:30am. NTS$600 + 1 drink,NTS$400
before midnight.

% WwBacchus
81-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (&dLififass

see Www.

5225B12 1)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Thursday: lounge nights, no cover.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500. Sundays: URBAN SUNDAY from
1 to 7pm, house, latin grooves, jazz with DJs
JIMMY CHEN, VICTOR CHENG, MITCH TSAl,
and guests. NT $250NT with one drink, free
before 2pm. Sat, Jan 3: BEAUCOUP BUBBLES
(HIK 1), DJ Em recreates New Years Eve
three days later and for cheap with African
drums, lightsticks, and 7 DJs: CHONO,
CHEWIE, NINA, SL, EM, and COFFEY, untit
Sam, free with flyer or NT$350 without, one
drink included. 1f3[z(7<)> 10:00pm-5:00am.

* k LUXY

SF, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (dl:
vF T SRR G B 201 1 35 4B)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Web: www. luxy-taipei.com

Capacity: 2000

Taipef's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. A full kitchen
serves dinner until 9pm. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Thursdays: Salsa D-Lux (see Social
Dance). Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700. Sat,
Jan 3: FRESH 'N' FUNKY with DJ BRIAN NOR-
MAN (UK) and in-house DJs NORMAN, DARYL,
and JAMES, NTS700 or NT$500 before 11pm.

wParty Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(& 3L/ {es4fbr 138142 1248)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush, but the crowd is younger and the mu-
sic is more electronic. Sunday through Thurs-
day, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays, women
free, men NTS500 w/ drink. Sat, Jan 3: ITS
TIME TO GET RETRO, 80s music with PHILIP
TENG, KELVIN HSIE, and LIN Jr, NTS$500.

Y Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&1Ll /\fHIR48138%1248)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies Night. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT$700. Sun, Jan 11 and Mon,
Jan 121 WU BAl AND CHINA BLUE ({f1{&&CHI
NA BLUE;FEE), 8pm (doors from 7pm), NTSI00.
w Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&1L & 1%
VIE1824981F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat, and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies’ Night, females
free, mates NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays:
Disco Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500
after. Closed other nights.

YRoom 18

81, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Vitlage complex - &L AiPARS S 1845B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Deor policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

*Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan § Rd, Taipei
(EALTTTRr L s 2621848 1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

*Roxy Vibe

82, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(ALt 1B 15545B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from lam to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers mu-
sic that's a bit dancier than at its sister club
(Roxy 99), but always including some rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only: NT
$300. No entry without ID.

% Spin

81, 91, Sec 1, Hoping € Rd, Taipei (LMl
Pl —E9145B1)

Somewhat legendary, the crowd is now most-
ly students.  Music is still has rock mixes
though also strays into other areas. Thurs-
days: free. Fridays: Ladies Night, women
free, men NTS$300. Saturdays: NTS300, drink
included. Sundays: NT$200, drink included.

w TeXound

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei (&
0T R S ITHE T R)

Ph: (02) 2546-7708




Capacity: 1000

Dark lights and full-on dance music for a com-
mitted nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also
finds a home here with the third Friday of ev-
ery month slated for a Q-gender gala. Fridays:
open pm to 9am, NTS$500, or NTS300 before
1am, Saturdays: open pm to 10am, NT3600.
*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Talpet (&4t
TTE BRI —Er24981)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, olaying mini-sets
of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house.
As long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays:
NT$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.
*VS

B1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipel (&4t
T {E ELRT 1 B 20881)

Ph: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip, hip hop crowd, especially
popular with the overseas Chinese set. Week-
days: NTS$300. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$500.
*Ziga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipef, 2 Sungshou d., Taipei
(SURARIE- T LTITA T4 258)

Ph: (02) 2720-1234

House bands from the international circuit play
to a crowd of well dressed hotel guests, ex-
pats and local women demurely sipping expen-
sive cocktails. Monday to Wednesday: NT$350.
Thursday to Saturday: NT$600. Closed Sundays.

Classical

% La Damnation de Faust

FA, Jan 2 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (EIZZ:54268)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

Berlioz’s classic opera i an adaptation f
Goethe's Faust. Here it is performed by the
Natfonat Symphony Orchestra, four opera
singers, a choir, a large group of dancers and
actors, and multimedia effects to represent the
protagonist's dilemma between mind and body.
Faust is played by Justin Lavender,
Mephistophetes by John Cheek, Brander by Tsaf
Wen-hao, and Marguerite by Chen Pei-chi.

wNew Year Concert

Sat, Jan 3 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (%3948

Tickets: NTS500 to 1500

The Evergreen Symphony Orchestra performs a
program  that  Includes  selections  from
Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite, Taiwanese folk
songs, Dvorak's Slavonic Dances, and other
works.

w2003 All-Taiwan Piano

Competition by Yamaha
(2003 FEMECLE by YAMAHA)

Sat, Jan 3: 10:30am

Novet Hall (#r3%+), 3-1 Sungshou Rd, Taipei
(Z AL EE R 32 18R)

Ph: (02) 2511-8688 x358

Tickets: NT$100

Winners from 25 regional competitions assemble
here for this all-Taiwan piano competition.

=11m

A

*Spot - Taipei Film House
el &L EWR)

18, Ser 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (Il:ririLidt
R ER18%%)

BAD GUY (Korea, 2001), director Kim Ki Duk
Jan 3 to 23

Hanki, a thug in a brothel, falls for a college
gil Sunwha whom he came across In the
street. As she totally ignores him, Hanki kisses
her In a fit of anger. What he gets from her
fs only an fnsult, Soon, Sunwha falls a victim
fo Hanki's plot and she becomes a prostitute in
his area to repay the money she owes. Hankj
ruins her life o his levet and he “eeps watch-
ing her in a secret place hidden at the other
side of a mirror in her room. She gets used to
the life as a prostitute. She finds out it was
Hanki who screwed her life but she also knows
it is oo late to get out of the situation. White
she gradually falls into the desperate ordinary
life, Hanld is forn apart between an obsession
for her and a sense of guilt. In the middle of
love, hatred, compassion and despair, they be-
come one and face their destinies.

% Thalie's Winter Production:

Theseus & The Minotaur

Sat, Jan 3 at 7pm

Sun, Jan 4 at 5pm

Vino Vino, 2, Lane 80, Shida Rd, Taipel (it
AN A R 8025)

Tickets NTS300, drink included, pay at the door
Information: (02) 2362-1167

Web: http://home.lkdmo.com.tw/thalietheatre
Thalie Theatre Company started in London in
1993. The word "Thalie™ is the name of the
Muse who presides over Comedy & Idyllic Poet-

ry (also «now as ‘Thalia or "Thaleia"). The
Thalie Theatre Company was the first Eng-
lish-speaking theatre company based in Taipei.
A heterogeneous company, THALIE is noted for
its non-mainstream, uncenventional, farcical &
(berated style. It uses elements of Talwanese
culture, and fts emphasis {s on the expression
and expansion of the unique traits of the indi-
vidual. Theseus & The Minotaur fs our first
Greek playl Wanna know the story behind "Ae-
gus Sea? You'll find a new vision of this trdi-
tional Greek story in this two hour perfor-
mance!

% Godot Theatre Company: Art
Jan 1 to 4 at 7:30pm, Jan 3, 4 at 2:30pm
Nationat Theatre (BIZEE@br), 21-1, Chungshan
S. Rd., Taipei (GtHLFIRE2121%%)

Tickets: NT$500 to 3000

The script for Art was written by Yasmina Reza
in 1994 after she received inspiration from a
friend’s purchase of a white canvas painting,
The story begins with that incident, then fol-
lows three friends as they discuss and, at
fimes, bitterly argue, over interpretations of
the painting, o eventually discover a new
meaning of friendship (in mandarin).
*Taipei Eye

C=AEED)

Dec 11 to 27, every Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 8pm.

Taiwan Cement Hall (&#KiE--ERE), 113, Sec
2, Chungshan N Rd, Talpel(&Lriir AL — B
1135%)

Ph: (02) 2568-2677

Tickets: NT$880

A tounst-oriented theater in Taiwan for tradi-
tional styles of Chinese performance. Closed
until Feb 14.

Sports

wFootball

RED LIONS FINISH THIRD IN THE BML
Businessmans League (Dec 27 to 28, Bailin
Bridge, Taipel): The Red Lions finally wrapped
up their season on Sunday with an 8- win
over Jako to finish third in the league. Goals
from Leimala (5), Fisher (2), and Brown(1} en-
sured the Lions of a well deserved viciory. The
previous day the Lions had been well beaten
by serond place Fnitz who trounced the hapless
Lions 5-0. One of the Fritz goals was an own
goal by Lions central defender Tony Hewitt?..a
goal his forwards would have been proud of.
The Lions now look forward to a short rest be-
fore the next BML season starts in March 2004.
In between now and March they play in The
Taiwan Winter Cup in Kaohsuing on the week-
end of 10th/11th January 2004. Report by Red
Roar
Contact:
0958469131
TAIPEI ANIMALS (Businessmans' League)

Contact: www.taipeianimals.com, or taipeiani-
mals@hotmail.com

Y Softball

CITIZEN CAIN

Contact: citizencain@asia.com.

*Rugby

TAIPEl BABOONS

Web: www.talpeirugby.com

A Ta|pe1 rugby football club for expats

"!'ﬂ

www,redlionsfc.com or Tony

Museums

% Museum of Contemporary
Arts (MOCA), Taipei

(Bt E R
39 Chang-an W. Rd, Tafpef (L1033 KREEE
RAEFE3IIR)

Ph: (02) 2552-3T21

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Closed until Feb 14, 2004.

*National Museum of History
(EITIEE £ {§¥168)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&=dLTI7TFEIRE495%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

VISIONS OF AFRICA, a large exhibition covering
the museums entire first floor and divided into
fwenty sections, each looking at a different
kind of artwork or object, ranging from cere-
monial masks and religious totems to objects
of daily use. Through Feb 22. CALLIGRAPHY
AND PAINTING OF EARLY TAIWAN GENTRY,
through Feb 1.

Y National Palace Museum
(B E Bbe)

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Talpei (& iL5--%E
T T FR2219%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

The National Palace Museum collection was
accumulated over a thousand years by

The Walang Problema Bar

BY WINOPETE

BOBWUNDAYE IS a new pub
located near the intersection of
Keelung and Hoping East Roads (the
address is 26, Lane 38, Chungteh St,
phone number is 2377-1772). The
strange name of the pub is the
Taiwanese word for "no worries”,
"she's apples”, "no problem”, "walang
problema”, etc. Even though it only
opened just over a week ago, some
foreigners with linguistic limitations
have already nick-named the place
"Bob n' Dave."

A cozy litde place, Bobwundaye
offers 8 seats at the bar, and about
3 tables. OK, so what booze do
they offer? There's Heineken and
Corona at NT$120; Hoegaarden, Boddingtons, Erdinger and Grolsch
at NT$150; and 500ml cans of Murphy's Irish Stout topping out the
beer/ales at NT$180. Wines vary from NT$800-2000 per bottle, and
are mostly French. However, Paul Cox, known to be partial for a
drop of grape juice, told me the range will be expanded to include
Australian and perhaps South African too. Looking at other spirits,
G&Ts are NT$150 for Beefeater and NT$170 for Bombay (these
prices will hardly encourage the G&T Club at Dan Ryan's to shift
allegiances), while JW Black Label and Glenfiddich are NT$150, with
Macallan 12yo at NT$170 (those prices ain't too shabby). There's no
Happy Hour yet, but there will be soonish. Anyone who indulges
too much can crawl up a ladder for a bit of shut- -eye on the bed
"upstairs." Bobwundaye is open seven days a week from 2pm to
2am, though the closing time is flexible should there be a happy
group of imbibers willing to keep spending money. The bar manager
is Cathy, ex-DV8. Those drinkers able to locate off-the-beaten-track
watering holes like Mod and Mono Mono will have no problem
beating a path to Bobwundaye. Definitely worth checking out.

WEDDING BFELLS FOR DONABEL

Donabel Lim, well-known restaurant and pub waitress/manager at
various locations around Taipei over the last 8 years, tied the knot
recently. The lucky man was Roger, an English fella flogging
time-share deals. They are currenty living in Spain.

KENYATTA TRIO CD

The Kenyatta Trio, that performs every Sunday from 5 to 9pm
at The Shannon, has released two CDs featuring their favorite songs.
The CDs are available from The Shannon at NTS350 each, or the
pair for NTS600. Highly recommended for jazz, blues and rteggae
lovers. Please also note that for the first two sets each Sunday, the
Kenyatta Trio is joined by Rob on trumpet. Sounded great last
weekend.

Back over in Shanghai...
SHANGHAI SALLY'S (Corner of Sinan Rd and Xiangshan Rd)

Sally's is the venerable old dame of the Shanghai pub scene,
turning nine only a few months ago. However, like many aged
madams, she's in need of a nip here and a tuck there. Sally's is
owned by the Taiwan-based My Place Group, and is capably
managed by Sonny. There's a pool table, a decent happy hour (2-4-1
bottled beers and discounted draughts, including Tetleys and
Beamish), a food menu and a large downstairs function room tiled in
red. Highly suitable for toga partics, methinks. Sonny is aiming to
attract some intelligentsia by holding a chess competition for the
mentally astute (I guess that wipes out 99% of regular drinkers). If
interested, canter down and sign up.

EXCALIBUR ROCKS (123 Nanyang Rd)

Nicely located behind the Portman Riwz-Carlton Hotel, and even
closer to the Egansville Penthouse, Excalibur offers a very friendly
bevy of bar girls for anyone who dares to venture down the stairs.
Prices are very reasonable at just RMB25 for beers and RMB38 for
ladies" drinks. Get a great back massage from Lucy, then go tangoing
to the Gypsy Kings with Nicole. Leave the parents at home.

HAPPY DRINKING AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Emarl your pub news fo: winopere@@hormar.com




Chinese emperors and royal familles and in-
cludes ceramics, porcelain, calligraphy, paint-
ing, ritual bronzes, jade, lacquer wares, curi-
o cabinets, enamel wares, writing acces-
sories, carvings, embroidery and rare books.
THROUGH THE PRISM OF THE PAST: ANTI-
QUARIAN TRENDS [N CHINESE ART O FTHE
16TH AND 18TH CENTURIES 15 a special exhi-
bition looking at how the literati of the
thriving social and economic environment of
the late Ming viewed and venerated objects
from the past. On January 15 and 16, 2004
a special conference entitled Antiquarianism
and Novelty: Art Appreciation in Ming and Ch
'ing China will take place accompanying this
exhibition. Through March 14.

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TRADITION: ASPECTS
OF EARLY CH'ING COURT PAINTING. This ex-
hibit includes a selection of court paintings
from the Museum collection that date from
the reigns of the Hsun-chih, K'ang-hsi, and
Yung-cheng Emperors as well as the first
twenty years of the Ch’ien-lung Emperor’ s
rule, covering more than a century from
about 1650 to around 1760. This was the
time of the early Ching, an era when
painters were heavily influenced by the
literati of the Ming, but also exploring vi-
brant new ideas of painting. These were ex-
pressed as both wild and fine styles, even in-
cluding attention to the arrival of Western
painting. Paintings were no longer confined
to water-based ink and colors on paper and
silk, for even oils began to be used at this
time. And classical subjects were given new
meamning. Through March 25.

MONKEY AND CATS: a small extubit looking at
the playfully observant painting of | Yuan-chi
in the eleventh century. Through Feb 10.

4 Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(GLPST M)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (4:7h
LS = B 181%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www. tfam.gov.tw

GUNTHER UECKER: MAN'S INHUMANITY - This
exhibit displays 17 installation sculptures by
German artist Gunther Uecker as well as a
film showing the artisl's creative process.
Uecker used nails as media and explored ba-
sic themes such as: aggression, hurt, destroy.
Through Jan 11. PARTS OF TOYS, a solo ex-
hibition by Lai Chiu-chen, through Feb 15.
DOMAINS - CONTEMPORARY ISRAELI DESIGN.
Modemn Israeli design originated in the handi-
crafts of the kibbutz, or collective farm,
lifestyle forced upon the new settlers in Is-
rael before World War Il. This exhibit melds
the traditional with the modern, using various

media and diverse expression to strengthen
the simplicity of spirit. Works include individ-
ualized designs, impromptu designs and mod-
ular combinations as well as functional items
ike furniture and utensits. Through Feb 15.
PAINTING AND ARCHITECTURE OF CHEN
CHI-KWAN

This, the first exhibition to look at Chen's ar-
chitecture side by side with his paintings, al-
s0 endeavors to provide a complete retro-
spective of his paintings, seeking out some of
the very best examples from Chen Chi-kwan's
previous exhibitions, re-examining the bhistory
of Chen Chi-kwan's art from the early 1950s
up to 2003, and clearly delineating the stylistic
transformations that have occurred over time.
PARTS OF TOYS: A SOLO SHOW BY LAl CHI-
U-CHEN

Artist Lai Chiu-Chen utilizes his sharp powers
of observation and abundant creativity to en-
large ordinary, bland stickers and toys onto
canvases, examining them from a variety of

angles. Through dismantling, entarging and
close-ups, these pants of toys are trans-
formed into abstract forms. Through Feb 15.
X Eslite Gallery

PRI

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (FLTiFX
W — B 2435:B2)

Ph: (02) 2775-3977

XIA YANG SOLO EXHIBITION,
Through Jan 11.

Yy wHanart

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd,
Taipei (& AUTERES-—B25 2481971318 )

Ph: 8771-3372

FAMILY ALBUM by CHANG CHIEN-CHI, Taiwan's
most internationally recognized photographer
here brings his exacting principles of
full-frame black and white photographic rep-
resentation (he belongs to Magnum after all)
to bear on the area near Taichung in which
he grew up. The project was originally com-
missioned for Time Asia, and six images ran
across Six pages in the magazine in August.
Here ten large, original prints are presented,
scenes of modern life that can be frighten-
ing, singular, quiet, and allegorical. Through
Jan 1S.

XIT Park Art Gallery

(PARER)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taiper (ILTHTHui540052- 31R)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

FACTORY: A SOLO EXHIBITION BY CHEN
CHIEH-REN (jsh$5{=), a 30-minute single chan-
nel video installation. In the past Chen's work

paintings.

has looked at mutilation in Chinese history,
and his last film was absolutely chilling.
yMain Trend

(3468421

209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (5l is&
PRI = 6209 1)

Ph: (02) 2587-341

& ->¥ 00 is a group show looking at the
production of both art and commercial prod-
ucts, as well as the possibilities in between.
It's curated by Yao Ruie-chung and Lung
Rung-chih. Through Jan 10.

“Nowhere

(R7T)

1, Lane 60, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd (&ALiT%r
2L I = 60k 1h)

Ph:(02)2362- 5241

CALENDAR, a group show. Through Jan 31.
*SLY Art

(Hrp 1)

15-2, Lane 11, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,
Taipei (&4l Ll #% =B 1145152 24%)

Ph: (02) 2561-1548

JOURNEY IN BETWEEN: MAGGIE HSUN-WEI SO-
LO EXHIBITION, works involving metal screens
and other textured materials. SOLDER: JUIN
SHIEH 2003, oit painting. On Sat, Jan 10 at
3pm a on open panel discussion will lock at
works by both artists and the featured guest
speakers are Wen-Hsing Wang, Ying-Ying Jien,
Hai-Ming Huang. Both shows through Jan 11.
A Taipei Artists Village

(B AL BTREEET£)

7 Beiping E Rd (HIALHALTHES7R

Ph: (02) 3393-7377

BODY SPACE {&{142fd > an exhibition of a
dozen artists currently in residence at the
artists village, including Huang Shih-chieh (US-
A), Miyuki Yokomizo (Japan), Anthony Lu-
ensman (USA), Rita Leppiniermi (Finland),
Bum-Su Kim (Korea), Lisa Milroy (UK), Clifton
Monteith (USA), Tang Wei-ping (HK-SAR), Gar-
gi Raina (Indfa), Imran Hossain Piplu (Bengal),
Mobamed (Egypt), and Shedpherd (Botswana).
Through Jan 13.

A TIVAC

(B EIE PR IRAL ALY

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (10441L
TG 2 45429 1 8)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

CRAZYMAN ISLANDERS' OFFERING: The mission
statement for this graduate and undergradu-
ate exhibition is not bad, Here are some ex-
cerpts: "Crazyman Island? Is there really such
a place?t The small tsland of Taiwan, densely
populated by its 22 mitlion inhabitants, to
some extent perhaps qualifies for this name..
..Though not everyone is clinically crazy

here, strange thoughts and ideas come and
g0, no matter how fleetingly, in the minds
of the Taiwanese. The “Crazyman Islanders
Offering” will be a joint exhibition of prints
by graduate and undergradvate students of
the Tajpei University of Arts. The theme of
this special exhibition, chosen by the young
anists themselves, is not meant to denigrate
Taiwan, but is instead a madly candid ex-
pression of a deep-set love for the island on
which they live and the sense of responsibili-
ty they feel for it. Inspired by the spirit that
drove Yukio Mishima to organize the "Shun
Zhi Hui“, these budding artists wish to ex-
press a desire to save their nation through
art. By thus depicting, re-expressing, intro-
specting, doubting and even criticizing the
aberrations of contemporary Taiwanese soCi-
ety, they bravely bring attention to a bizarre
fact that is so unreal yet glaringly vivid in
today's Taiwan: the lack of humanism and art
in this place where we live in.
wUNITED HOTEL

200 Kuangfu S Rd, Taipel (&aLiiigicis2004s
Ph: (02) 2773-1515

GRAFFITI XMAS EXHIBITION featuring DBSK1
and CITYSTALKER. This is a very different
take on decking the halls. It's also decadent
and fun. The exhibition begins with a pyrami-
dal plywood graffiti tree in front of the ho-
tel, and paintings, fake snow and bare
branched trees line the lobby, keeping with
one of Taipeis hippest hotels minimal aes-

thetic. Through Jan 15.
“u 0

yPrecious ideas needed

If you perform a field experiment in which
you tag local stray dogs, release them back
into the streets, and perform a long term
study on their migration patterns and other
habits, POTS Extra would like to publish this
article. We're also locking for a columnist on
tech issues, either hardware or web technolo-
gies and an intern. We also accept submis-
sions of writing of local community interest,
illustration, photography, cartoons, and other
creative and journalistic forms suitable for
print and web media. Articles should be pre-
ceded by proposals. Please do not attach .
doc files, though .)pegs are suitable for
graphics, Send all writing in the body of the
email. Submissions and inquiries may be sent
to: davidfrazier@libpao.com.

)

Chungcheng District

Riversick: Cafe, B1, 2, Lane 244 Sec 3. Rooseveite Rd (IBHmais =F244
W2EER1), Yehtsu Coffee Shop, 16-1, 14, Lane 283, Sec¢ 3, Rooseveite Rd
{FEETFRREE = 2833814 F16-1%Y), Tungnarya Movie Theater, 3, Lang 138,

Roosevelte Rd (HEImasis U136 835%¢), Tapas & Creperie, 50, Sec 1
Haping W Rd (f1716E1 FX508E), Taipei Artists Village, 7 Beiping Rd
(1L HTEETE®E), National Film Archives, 4F, 7 Chingtao E Rd (9 S a7

2458). Huashan Arts District, 1, Sec 1, Pateh Rd (/\ BE55—F158),

Seattle Caffes, 1F, 23, Sec
1, Churghsiaa W Rd {55
s —Er2388 14, Eslite
Book Store (MRT station),
B1, 45 Sec 1, Chunghsiao
W Rd (B8 —Fr 45 0%
B1), Eslite Book Store
{Train Station), 4F, 50, Sec
1, Chunghsiaa W Rd (7
FaEE—Rr 50 58 4i@), Presid
ent Movie Theater, 89, Sec
1, Chunghua Rd (#535—
FrooRE)

Tatung

Musemn af Contermporary
Art, 39 Changan W Rd (&
T saest), Or Martin's,
7F, 286, Minsheng

W Rd (X & fE#528654 7 )

Chungshan

TIVAC, 29, Lane 45, Ligo-
ning St {{E&HE45E29881
18}, New York Bagels, 28
Yitung St (25726808
Dexter Cafe, 20, Sec 3,

Minsheng E Rd (Fia s = E12088). Taipei Fine Arts Museum. 181 Sec 3,

Ths
Yilay W

ey

Aliveis Maogs

OFs:,

Sungshan

Breeze Center Ambassador Theater, 7F, 39, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Ra (1§
B EL— 300 TR, G'day Cafe, 180 Hsingan St (BLZ2{51804%). The
Living Room, 3F, 8, Sec 5, Nanjing W Rd (#7205 ;; S}8RE3IAE) Eslite
Baok Store (Core Pacific Mall), 10¢411F, 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd (1 8038
FOEH 388510611 58), Eslite Book Store (Minsheng), 122, Sec 3, Min-
sheng E Rd (54 #RE3EN2288112), Eslite Book Store, 2-1, Lane 269,
Sec 3 Nanking E Rd (%57 ® 85— E1260 t£2.158), Seattle Coffes, 63,

Seo 4, Mireheng E Rd
(A R [ FRGIRR1 1),
FNAC, B1, 337, Sec 3,
Manking E Rd (R
FE=FI33758B1)

Ta-an

Maraegian Wood Cate,
9, Lane 284 Sec 3, Rpo-
sevelte Rd (SEETRE =
Fr2844E04E), National
Taiwan University Activit-
les Center, 1, Sec 4, Roo-
sevelte Rd (FEETFRRME
Er—3l Cormidar Cafe
in the first floor of the
MNTU Athdetic Center (2
Frr oSN 1R), Nor-
wegian Wood (Wenchou
Sty, 82 Wenchou St ({82
Hi#£18238), Witches Pub,
7, Lane 56, Sec 3, Huin-
sheng S Rd (FriEm=
ES6 BT7ER11E), No
Where, 1, Lane 60, Sec
3, Hsinsheng S Rd (¥
RIE% =EW60iR18]), CO2

Coffee, 11, Lane 88, Hsinsheng S Rd (#i2E 5083 ==065811%¢), Eslte

Chungshan N Rd (11t =FE1818#). Taipel University Student Urion, 67, BooK Store (NTUJ, 2F, 58, Sec 3, Hsinsherg S Rd (#i = RIE= =5 98
Sec 3, Minsheng E Rd ([E.4: 25 = FI67%), Spot - Taipei Film House, 18, ¥t 218}, Apa, 2F 127, Sec 2, Hoping E Rd (FIFF IR, —F127HE2ME),
Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd (211 L#% —E¥188%), Eslite Book Store, 70 Tachin GoZy Coffee, 23, Lane 33, Lishui St (A<#733-45234), Neo Kaffa, 64
St (AEEET0R). O Martin's, 2F, 15, Nanking W Rd (I BIFE s 15§e 21,
Le Pigionner, 1F 8, Lane 97, Sungchiang Rd (#:TESST 0581 )

Lurgehuan St (5EE40%) Cafe Odeon, 23, Lane 40, Taishun St{EERE
H74D 2348, Underworld, B1, 45 Shihta Rd (5585455 B1),
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