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EXTRA

Review and Preview

Less Christmas, more Xmas

THE MOST innovative
Christmas Eve themes for
club parties around Taipei
have to be Jungle Bell (at
Spin) and Miss Skanky Claus
(at Party Room) - this last I
would like to nominate for
an award in either depravity
or deconstructionism, I'm still
trying to make up my mind.
On a more traditional note
the Taipei Symphony
Orchestra and local popular
singers will put on a Silver
Christmas concert on
Christmas Eve at 7pm at the
Taipei International
Convention Center, and the
Yingi Symphony Orchestra
will perform everything from
Handel's Messiah to Jingle
Bells at the National Concert
Hall on Christmas day. Even
the Taipei Fine Arts Museum
has an exhibition, Parts of Toys, with a vaguely
Christmassy theme.

So even without a Christmas holiday in Taiwan
for the third year in a row, December 24 hasn't
dropped off too much as a night on the town. "Most
local bars and clubs are looking to it as a really big
night. I'm not so sure myself, but that's what I said
last year, and it was huge," said Dominik of Citizen
Cain, which will have a dinner of turkey and Secret
Santa gift exchanges on Christmas Eve. The Roxy
chain has picked the night to launch a new bar,
Roxy Wave (see ad next page), while also hosting
Christmas parties at its other two establishments, Roxy
99 and Roxy Vibe. As for dance clubs, many have
ladies' night on Wednesday, so it will be business as
usual and then some.

As the yeat's third Valentine's Day (after
Valentines Day and Chinese Valentine's Day),
Christmas Eve is also going strong with restaurants.
Many are providing special dinners targeted at couples,
and major eat-around-town magazines like Zzpes
Walker continue to avidly promote the Christmas
dine-out trend with gimmicks like text message ads.
-David [razier

Graffiti Electroclash

In terms of both clubs and dinner dates, one of
the more interesting Christmas Eve functions will be
at the hipster United Hotel, which has decorated it's
entrance, lobby, and one hotel suite with the "Graffiti
Xmas" theme (in the suite this means bed sheets and
alll). The graffiti adorns on a Christmas tree out front
and numerous large graffiti canvases deck the halls,
though on the walls there is no actual spray paint.
The artwork is by local spray can artist Citystalker
and DBSK1 from Montreal.

Those who take their romantic Christmas Eve
dinner at the United will be eligible for a free night
in the Graffiti Suite, an NT$11,000 a night value, and
when they leave they get to keep the specially
designed sheets. There will also be a Ziggy Stardust
themed electroclash dance party from 9:30 to
midnight. Electroclash is "kind of trashy, inspired
from the 80s," said Candice Chung (ﬁi;ﬁ@%}, the PR
person and party organizer for United. The music is

Generation Xmas: the United Hotel has set up a "grufﬁi'_free“ to celbrate the holidays.

PHOTO: UNITED HOTEL

heavy in 1980s synth sounds, was born a few years
ago of a New York art rock scene, and has since
gone international. The DJ lineup includes Buzz, who
picked up electroclash in London, with Em and
Edmund. The United Hotel (BIWiAER)E) is located
at 200 Kuangfu S Rd, Taipei (5AbLTTYEERES 200
5%). -OF
A luminous spectacle

Choreographer Saburo Teshigawara is based in
Tokyo, but the show Luminous debuted last year in
the Edinburgh Festival and has gone on to amaze
audiences throughout Europe. The most obvious thing
that ties the performance to its theme is the use of
silhouettes and phosphorescence, but the set design,
lighting, music and choreography are also fully
integrated and, according to reviews, absolutely
stunning. The performance includes blind English
dance Jackson Stuart, and plays at the National
Theatre December 19 and 20 (see Stage). -£/F

And finally, a review...

Withnat and /7, which played last weekend, is the
story of two alcoholic actors who run away from
their drug-addled city lives only to find a whole
different set of problems in the English countryside.
It has long been a cult favorite in the UK, and so I
was looking forward to seeing what the local theatre
group TADS (Taipei Alien Dramatic Society) would
make of it.

Minimal props (including a copy of POTS and a
washing-up bowl), imaginative use of lighting and
some great 60s and 70s music helped create just the
right atmosphere. Rob Kernahan, who played Poacher
and Danny claimed that the group had rehearsed so
much they no longer got the humor, but that
certainly didn't transmit to the audience, who laughed
more and more as the actors hit their stride.
Especially worthy of mention are Aussie Maurice
Harrington (Uncle Monty) and Scot Rowan Hunter
(the titular Whitnail) who can do one of the best
stage "vomitings" that I've ever seen.

Unfortunately the show only ran for three
performances, but TADS are on the lookout for more
scripts and should be ready to entertain us again
around March or April. -Hartey FPool/

E¥2905%
12/19-12/28.2003

www.pots.com.tw

Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

%2003 Silver Christmas
(2003 $REBEEHT)

Dec 24, 25 at 7pm

Taipei International Convention Center (&
L EE g aisL), 1, Sec 5, Hsinyi Rd,
Taipei (BALTHIEFRIEAE—57)

Tickets: NT$300 to 2500

The Taipei Symphonic Orchestra and the
Taipei Symphonic Orchestra Chorus will ac-
company local favorite singers HSIEH LEI
(FF%E ), CHANG CHI (3R H{), THE BAIHO
DUET (H& —&I8), FU WEI ({%%), AND
WANG HUI-LIAN (EZE5#) for an evening of
classical Christmas music and Christmas
classics.

* The Brothers Four

Dec 30 at 7:30 and Dec 31 at 9:45pm
Novel Hall (#7#£ %), 3-1 Sungshou Rd,
Taipei (ZALTHIATEES 32 1 5%)

Ph: (02) 2722-4302

Tickets: NT$500 to 2000 on Dec 30, NT
$800 to 2500 on Dec 31

The Brothers Four is one of the all-time
classic American folk groups of the late
1950s, a time when folk went pop. They
formed in 1958 and have been going for
the last 45 years, retaining two of the o-
riginal members, Bob Flick and Dick Foley.

In four part harmony with guitars, banjo
and stand-up bass theyll perform songs
that are still their hallmarks, like 500

Miles, Yellow Bird, Blowing in the Wind,
Where Have All the Flowers Gone, Michael
Row the Boat Ashore, Tom Dooley, and
many more.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

* Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (LTH{ZZFEEIUEL 345 &5 15 FF 15 5F)
Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed
the bar at IT Park. Performances from
10pm. No cover (unless noted otherwise).
Thursdays: JAZZ QUARTET of drums, piano,
electric guitar and electric bass. Fridays:
EARL HINES JAZZ TRIO. Saturdays: I-JU
JAZZ QUARTET featuring special guest mu-
sicians. Wed, Dec 24: Acoustic night of
Jazz & Blues with GREG JACKETT on a-
coustic guitar and AIGNER on hamish and
keyboard. Sat, Dec 27: Flamenco Night
performed by Lian & Genio Dance Group.
Wed, Dec 31: Acoustic night of Jazz &
Blues with GREG JACKETT and AIGNER.

* Blue Note

(E3)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(RSTREE =B 171 5% 4 1)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cov-
er. Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet
plus a vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND
KAI-YA DUET (Et/ELSffERY —E %), featur-
ing Chi-bin on violin and Kai-ya on piano.
Thursdays: NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an
ensemble led by a Japanese expatriate.
Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE
STAKES. Nightly from 9:30pm, NT$250.

* Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (G4t —EE 101 55)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with
live jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental
jazz from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 + 10% service charge. Tues to Thurs:
jazz with female vocalist from 9:30pm,
minimum charge NT$380 + 10%. Fri and
Sat: jazz with female vocalist from 9:
30pm, minimum charge NT $550 + 10%.
Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing,
minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

* Cafe Lounge 808
Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F




(BAbT R —B 152 5% 6 1)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Performances Friday and Satur-
day nights from 9pm, NT$250. Fri, Dec 19:
VIBRATION, a Hong Kong downtempo duo
with Yvonne e singing bossa nova inspired vo-
cals and Chris Ho playing electric bass and
electronic loops, samples and beats, 10pm.
* Citizen Cain

(REJE)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&AtHiEEH 67 5F)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Tuesdays: Jazz on he Rocks with BOPSUIE
and THAT OTHER BAND, from 9pm. Every
second Wednesday (next should be Dec 28):
WORD, an open ic night for poetry, spoken
word, oratory and play acting. Thursdays:
Live Jam, an open ic night for musical jams,
from 9pm. No cover charge for any of the
above.

* The Living Room

UINEIEEE)
3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Zit
TR 5 EY 8 5% 3 1)

Ph: (02) 8787-4154

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open ntil midnight daily, later
on eekends. Thursdays: music jams. Fri-
days/Saturdays: bands and/or DJs. Mondays:
college bands. Usually there's no cover.

* NTU Corridor Cafe

CEERIYERE)

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road nd Shinsheng S Rd - B KEEAHE
BE—15)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue or art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Fri, Dec 20: CHI-BIN
and KAI-YA DUET (EH/EESIHER) —EZ), violin
+ piano, 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Dec 21: DDG
BAND, funk, rock, latin, and jazz, free. Sat,
Dec 27: WU TUNG-YAN (&5 Z) AND HSU
SUNG-LING (FF#Af#) DUET, guitar plus key-
boards, 8pm, free.

* Peshawar

(GE=REN]

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& dbmiffiARE
80 4 3 5%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT$250 with one drink in-
cluded. Sat, Dec 27: WANG I|-RU JAZZ QUIN-
TET, guitar, sax, female vocals and rhythm
for an old time jazz and blues feel.

% * Riverside Music Cafe
(RS

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (GALTIREHTIRR 3 B 244 4 2 5% B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area.
Thurs, Dec 18: WANG HUNG-EN (EZ ). Fri,
Dec 19: DELTA ON MAIN STREET, jazz band.
Sat, Dec 20: R.A.Y. Sun, Dec 21: SUMMER
BAND (£ 44[H) and HAI-ER (X% 5i). Mon, Dec
22: CHANG HSUAN (5R%) and GOU MAO (%
) & FRIENDS, Taiwanese classic rock. Tues,
Dec 23: HSU CHIH-PEl & CIRCUS (FFiT{m & k5
Ei[#) and WONFU (FEiiE), a good post-punk
band. Wed, Dec 24: Jazz Silent Night. Thurs,
Dec 25: LEIGUANGHSIA (FEtE). Fri, Dec 26:
LIN HSIAO-PEI (#kHE%%) & WILD DIZZY. Sat,
Dec 27: KUOHSI (%) & MOJO and LTK, a
local legend for highly satirical punk. Wed,
Dec 31: JEG JAZZ BAND & FRIENDS.

* The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipei (GALTEILALES 6 5F)
Ph: (02) 2772-0948

Taipei's most authentic Irish pub. Thursday:
funk, soul and jazz, trio 8pm to 11pm. Fri-
days: Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to
midnight. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND
plays rowdy rock covers, 10pm to 1am. Sun-
days: jazz trio led by New Orleans native

* *The Wall

)

200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (JLmifEffiEEEIY
E&ZOO?I}%BH
Ph:(02)2778-9774
Web :www.the-wall.com.tw
Capacity: 500 people
Opened on November 13, The Wall is now
Taipei's largest rock club, with 15 vendors of
CDs, instruments, coffee, and other rock ne-
cessities. The bar is open nightly until 3am
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows cost NT
$300, drink included, unless otherwise noted.
Sat, Dec 20: TCM MUSIC NIGHT, a line-up of
aboriginal artists from the local label that
helped define a native Taiwanese sound, in-
cluding LIAO SHIH-HSIEN (21 %), SAMINGAD
(fCHEZE), and PANAI (E2%%), 9pm. Wed, Dec
24: BUCHENGTSAI (T~ IEfF), STONE, SPLIF-
FABYSS, smol, and 1976, a cavalcade of indie
rock band with the emphasis on rock. Fri,
Dec 26: SISTER WHITE (F{&7%), which has
just released a new CD of boppy tech-
no-rock, and CHAIRMEN (#Z5£), mostly rock
but with a DJ. Sat, Dec 27: METAL IMMOR-

TAL IV, a festival for black metal, death
metal, hardcore, etc. including BLACK MASS
(@), ANTHELION (XJH), 666, SNOW

DANCE (Z5#%), CHTHONIC (F%%), and ZOMBIE
RITUAL (Japan), NT$500. Wed, Dec 31: New
Year's Eve Party with tequila at midnight and
a line-up of good, fun bands including SUGAR
LADY, 88 GUAVA SEEDS (/\-/\HH T4 4447,
THE DAYMAKERS, and CLIPPERS (3&F), NT$400
for women, NT$600 for men.

* Underworld

(b Tk Er)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(AtTATIARE 45 55%)

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipei's indie rock scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NT$250. Thurs, Dec 18: ALMOST HU-
MAN. Fri, Dec 19: SO WHAT, grunge. Sat,
Dec 20: GROUPIE, (‘& A7), rock. Fri, Dec
26: CELLULOID (ZE#H43%), blues-rock. Sat, Dec
27: CHANG HSUAN (3E%#%), female folk-rock.
* Witches Pub

(ZHRTE)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(brhgr A= raek 3 B 56 5 7 5%)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore. Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Shows begin at 9:
30pm and admission is NT$250, one drink in-
cluded. Thurs, Dec 18: SODA GREEN (##fT %
444 ), light and refreshing. Fri, Dec 19:
SAMINGAD (#C#E#), the well-known aboriginal
female vocalist, and AM FAMILY, an aborigi-
nal band. Sat, Dec 20: HSIEH YU-WEI (&5
) & TAIWAN BAND, new Hakka folk songs.
Wed, Dec 24: GAN EDEN BAND (Hff#:4¢[H]),
powerful female vocals plus a crazy Israeli
guitarist. Thurs, Dec 25: KANG-TEH (Hf#) &
BUSY MIND, Taiwan's John Denver? Fri, Dec
26: HSIAO-HUA BAND (/NTE%4[H]), accordian,
piano and vocals. Sat, Dec 27: SHENG-TUNG
THEATRE, vocals, strange instruments, hand
drums, and dance. Wed, Dec 31: CHANG
HSUAN (7E #&%), female folk-rock, and GOU
MAO (%7 ) & FRIENDS, Taiwanese classic

rock.

Social Dance

* Salsa

Thursdays: SALSA D-LUX at LUXY (see dance
clubs)

Free salsa lesson from 8:30pm to 9:15pm,
authentic New York salsa 9pm to 2am, NT$300.

Saturdays: CLUB 75 has a Latin band and
some salsa dancing, minimum charge NT$300.
75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipei (&dbi
FRILALEE S ER 75 5F)

Ph: (02)2836-8910.

G-DOWN, a cozy lounge with a plenty of
hardwood dance floor does a hopping salsa
night from 9pm to 1am, NT$300.

B1, 12, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd (&dbri{E ElF %
ZEE12 9% B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-2770

Abe Kenyata, 4pm to 7pm. No cover charge. Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs),
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minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
1am.

For more information, see www.taipeisalsa.com.
* Tango

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the in-
tersection of Kuangfu N Rd - {5t i B %
PUEZ 180 5% 1 18)

Ph: (02) 2570-0702

Argentine Tango dancing 7:30pm to midnight
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (or
every 3rd and 5th Sunday if the first day of
the month is Sunday). Free entrance, drink
or food purchase required.

For more information on Tango, see www.
tangotaiwan.com

Dance Clubs

* 2F
Hoping W. Rd., Sec. 1, No. 15 (FIZFpug—E%
15 5%)

Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Capacity: 1024

A large dance club that plays to commercial
and underground scenes and a frequent host
to international DJs. Wednesdays: Escape
Sling, Groovy House and UK 2-Step Garage.
Ladies get in free and drink specials for
men. NT$300. Fridays: Techno, house, breaks
and trance until 7:30am. NT$550 + 1 Drink,
NT $350 before midnight. Saturdays: House,
breaks, progressive, trance and hard dance
until 7:30am. NT$600 + 1 drink,NT$400 be-
fore midnight. Sat, Dec 20: KAGAMI, Japan's
new generation heavy weight funky Japanese
techno champion, live & DJ set. Sat, Dec
27: Progressing Taipei featuring DEEP DISH, a
DJ duo that's #13 in the world according to
the DJ Mag survey and the one of the acts
responsible for Global Underground's fame.
Unconventional progressive house mixes in-
clude Rolling Stones and other rock classics.

% Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei (HitifAsE
#2255 B1.:21)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 build-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Thursday: lounge nights, no cover.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NT$500. Sundays: URBAN SUNDAY from
1 to 7pm, where the music is LAZY, so you
can feel EASY (house, latin grooves, jazz),
with DJs JIMMY CHEN, VICTOR CHENG, MITCH
TSAl, and guests. NTS$250NT with one drink,
free before 2pm. Sat, Dec 20: Jack Your
Body, a blend of Latin, funk, New York
house and electro punk with DJs Edmund, SL,
@llen and Gravity, no sportswear, NT$600 or
NT$400 with flyer.

* Eden

10-11F, No 98, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd,
Taipei (FALTHEFERELIUEL 98 57 10 1#)

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Take an elevator to the 10th floor, then
waltz into Eden's cozy chic. Mon, Tues, and
Thurs:  minimum charge of NT $500/person.
Wednesdays: Ladies' night, women free, men
NT$600. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$600. Open
from 9pm. Closed Sundays.

* LUXY

5F, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei

(LT R PURE 201 SR FE)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Capacity: 2000

Taipei's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstream mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. A full kitchen
serves dinner until 9pm. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Thursdays: Salsa D-Lux (see Social
Dance). Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700, two
drinks included, women get in free before
10:30pm. Fri, Dec 19: Krafty Kuts (legendary
UK breakbeat with a dash of hip-hop), NT$800,
or $500 before 10:30pm.

* Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh

Rd, Taipei(5 b/ \f 4 B 138 5% 12 1)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush, but the crowd is younger and the mu-
sic is more electronic. Sunday through Thurs-
day, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays, women
free, men NTS$500 w/ drink. Wed, Dec 24:
MERRY CHRISTMAS PARTY with free entry for
women dressed to the MISS SKANKY CLAUS
theme. Hip hop, R&B, reggae by WAYNE,
E-turn, and ANALOGUE, NT$500 drink incl,
100 people in free before midnight. Sat, Dec
27: WINTER WHITEOUT with WAYNE, E-turn,
ANALOGUE, CHICANO, NT$500 drink incl.

* Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (5L /\{ER 4 B 138 5% 12 1)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop and hip hop on the
sound system. Sunday to Tuesday and Thurs-
days: minimum charge NT$350. Wednesdays:
women get in free for Ladies' Night. Fridays
and Saturdays: NT$700.

* Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd(
VUER 182 5% 1F )

Ph: 2577-7959

Resident DJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat, and tech house until 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies' Night, females
free, males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays:
Disco Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500
after. Closed other nights. Fri, Dec 19: Hey!
Miss DJ party, a lineup of women DJs includ-
ing BAO BAO, NINA AND VEGA, ranging from
jazzy groove to tribal to rave.

* Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - &dLHAEE 18 5% B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream.
Door policy plays up to beautiful people and
celebs. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies' Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Satur-
days: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(BAerfis LFRE 2 B 218 5 B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there’'s a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

* Roxy Vibe

B2, No 155, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
At LR 1 B 155 55 B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but always including some
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays on-
ly: NT$300. No entry without ID.

* Spin

B1, 91, Sec 1, Hoping E Rd, Taipei (&Ll
FEHEE—EE 91 57 B1)

Somewhat legendary, the crowd is now most-

B AL R

ly students. Music is still has rock mixes
though also strays into other areas. Thurs-
days: free. Fridays: Ladies' Night, women

free, men NT$300. Saturdays: NT$300, drink
included. Sundays: NT $200, drink included.
Wed, Dec 24: JUNGLE BELL, drum 'n bass,
hip hop, breaks and more from DJs Funkstar,
Flanky, Mykal, Dino, Edmund, and K Fancy,
NT $400 before midnight, NT$500 after with
two drinks.

* TeXound
B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei
(BALTF RREE =R 217 5 T —1%)

-'.m ROXY WAVE

mrﬂﬂﬁlﬂpﬂafﬂﬂ.'ﬂ’ﬂum

New Opemng

Warmimg
Sturt from X'mas Eve

Cut this flyer you can enjoy
Heineken Beer 2 for 1.
from 12/23/2003 to 1/20/2004

mu

Party Special

ROXY WAVE:




Ph: (02) 2546-7708

Capacity: 1000

Dark lights and full-on dance music for a com-
mitted nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also
finds a home here with the third Friday of ev-
ery month slated for a Q-gender gala. Fridays:
open 11pm to 9am, NT$500, or NT$300 before
1am. Saturdays: open 11pm to 10am, NT$600.
Fri, Dec 19: Monthly Gay Party, this time the
theme's a disappointing "don't rely on us to get
you high...", NT$500, or NT$300 before 1am.
Wed, Dec 31: TOM STEPHAN aka SUPERCHUM-
BO, NT$1200, NT $800 before midnight, after
5am or in advance.

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&t
THAR B B, — B2 2495B1)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
hang by the bar. Hip hop is the specialty, but
DJs frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets of
everything from 60s R&B to techno-house. As
long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays: NT
$200. Wednesday to Saturday: NT$300.

*VS

B1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&t
Ti1E B 1 4 20855B1)

Ph: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip crowd and especially popu-
lar with the overseas Chinese set. On Saturdays
the club lives up to its abbreviation, VS, with
Fight Night, where patrons put on the gloves
and box more to prove studliness than to get
the free beer. Weekdays: NT$300. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$500.

Classical

* The Soldier's Tale

Wed, Dec 24 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (5% S4HE)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&t
21:2158)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Conductor Michael Li works with several local
and well-known soloists to present The Soldier's
Tale, a Stravinsky masterpiece that debuted in
1918 and has since been completely translated
into mandarin, which will be used for this per-
formance.

% Christmas Concert: Yinqgi

Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
Wed, Dec 25 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (B¢ S4)E)

Tickets: NT$300 tO 1000

The Yingi Symphony Orchestra & Chorus is a lo-
cal performance group founded 19 years ago.
They will perform an evening of Christmas mu-
sic, including Anderson's Sleigh Ride, selections
from Handel's Messiah, well known classics Jin-
gle Bells, Joy to the World, and Silent Night,
and even a touch of Wagner from Tristan and
Isolde.

* Reiko Watanabe Recital

Sat, Dec 27 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (5% 44E)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

Reiko Watanabe is a world renown violinist who
captured several of the major international vio-
lin competition prizes before the age of 20.
She has played with the best in the world and
she comes to Taipei to play with the accompa-
niment of pianist Washimiya Miyuki. The pro-
gram will include sonatas by Beethoven,

Prokofiev, Flear and other works.

nglish Children

First Production:

Sat, Dec 20 at 2:30pm at the IDEAR Education
Center (Chi-Lin), 99 Chilin Rd, Zhongshan Dis-
trict, Taipei City (& dbH (L 1% 7 35 Ak 2% 99 5% );
near the Ji-Lin Elementary School

Sat, Dec 27 at 2:30pm at the IDEAR Education
Center (Yongho), 331, Chungshan Rd. Sec.1,
Yongho, Taipei county ({5 LERAKFITT LB —E
331%5%); Near Sogo.

Tickets: NTS$100 NT, or NT$90 if reserved in
advance (before 2pm)

Reservation Ph: 0921-623-449 Ellie Hsiao
Assistant Organizer: Noordhoff Craniofacial Foun-
dation (NCF)

Art Consultant: Daniel Ingi Petursson

Thalie Website: home.kimo.com.tw/thalietheatre
Thalie English Children's Theatre was formed in
the summer of 2003. This Thalie branch aims
to internationalize Taiwanese children's literary
masterpieces, plays, and musicals through trans-
lating or playwriting those plays and stories into
theatre performances in English. While making
foreigners able to appreciate Taiwanese Chil-
dren Theatre works, children in Taiwan can also
experience the dramatic interpretation in for-
eign language through enjoying these perfor-
mances. Our first production, Spotted Cow, is
based on an awarded picture book story. It's
about 30 minutes long and suitable for kids
from 3-10 years old. Don't you miss it!

* % Saburo: Luminous
Fri, Dec 19 and Sat, Dec 20 at 7:30pm

National Theatre (BI5ELEIRT)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (& bR LR #&
21:215%)

Tickets: NT$500 to 2000

Teshigawara is based in Tokyo but this perfor-
mance debuted last year in the Edinburgh Festi-
val and has gone on to amaze audiences
throughout Europe. The most obvious thing that
ties the performance to its theme is the use of
silhouettes and phosphorescence, but the set
design, lighting, music and choreography are al-
so unique and stunning. The piece also includes
the blind English dance Jackson Stuart.

% Beans -Chinese Stand-up
Comedy

Dec 19 to 28 at 7:30pm, Dec 20, 21, 27, 28 g

(Saturdays and Sundays) at 2:30pm

Novel Hall (##7)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1200

Comedians Workshop, a local group, presents a
series of stand-up comedy performances on top-
ics including "Where is it that children don't
grow up?’, "Where is it that gangsters don't get
shot?", "My dad farts,” and other themes.

-1

% % Yasujiro Ozu Film Festival
Dec 9 to 26 at Spot - Taipei Film House (JG:EL
5LFEEAE), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
(AbridrLdbEs — B 185%)

Dec 13 to 26 at Shin Shin (RIR&GZER ), 247
Linshen N Rd, Taipei (5dbrfibkRdLi&2475%)
Tickets: NTS$180 at the theater or in advance
through Acer outlets

Yasujiro Ozu began making films in the silent
era, and like Charlie Chaplin, resisted the sound
film for as long as he could. He also resisted
color film, but made his mark on both formats.
His films began to be appreciated outside of
Japan only at the end of his life. Now, on the
100th anniversary of his birth, the SPOT hosts
this festival featuring the 35 films by Ozu that
have survived (he made a total of 54). It also
includes a few works from two of his later con-
temporaries, Kenji Mizoguchi and Mikio Naruse,
and Wim Wender's documentary on Ozu, Tokyo

Ga.

Museums

* National Museum of History
(BRI S ) 6E)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&JLTiFdi#%4955%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

VISIONS OF AFRICA, a large exhibition covering
the museums entire first floor and divided into
twenty sections, each looking at a different
kind of artwork or object, ranging from cere-
monial masks and religious totems to objects of
daily use. Through Feb 22.

% % National Palace Museum
(BSZEC = R

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei (%5t t-AklE
TR BE2215%)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

THE LAND IMMORTAL: IMAGES OF FAMOUS
MOUNTAINS IN CHINA, the history of mountain
landscape painting from the 10th century and
into the 20th. Through Dec 25. PRECIOUS LIFE:
TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICAL TREATISES, the
second in a series of exhibitions looking at Chi-
nese medical history through the museum's rich
collection of ancient texts, this phase Il group-
ing presents medical encyclopedias, pharmaco-
logical compendia, and other texts that display
a Chinese medical history as a scientific devel-
opment of ideas, not the sorcery of Taoist
magic (either way, one suspects an inspiration
in SARS). Through Dec 25. RECORDS OF STORIES
AND EVENTS: PAINTINGS AS ILLUSTRATIONS OF
NARRATIVE. Through Dec 25.

% % Taipei Fine Arts Museum
BT EATEE)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (Abrirfilidk
BE=F21815%)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

GUNTHER UECKER: MAN'S INHUMANITY - This ex-
hibit displays 17 installation sculptures by Ger-
man artist Gunther Uecker as well as a film
showing the artist's creative process. Uecker
used nails as media and explored basic themes
such as: aggression, hurt, destroy. Through Jan
11. PARTS OF TOYS, a solo exhibition by Lai
Chiu-chen, Dec 13 to Feb 15. DOMAINS - CON-
TEMPORARY ISRAELI DESIGN. Modern Israeli de-
sign originated in the handicrafts of the kib-
butz, or collective farm, lifestyle forced upon
the new settlers in Israel before World War II.
This exhibit melds the traditional with the mod-
ern, using various media and diverse expression
to strengthen the simplicity of spirit. Works in-
clude designs, impromptu designs and modular
combinations as well as functional items like
furniture and utensils. Dec 13 to Feb 15.

Meeting Godfrey Reggio
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This incredibly cheesy still from the Godfrey Reggio film Azypyars is not the best tesiament to his
thought-provoking critiques of technology.

PHOTO: GOLDEN HORSE

Techno-facism
and Taipei 101

BY IAN GABRIEL ROWEN

SEVERAL CAREER environmentalists have told me that
Godfrey Reggio's films greatly impacted their lives. So last week
while he was in town as one of the Golden Horse Film Festival's
"in focus" directors, I was thrilled to host him on behalf of the
festival. I told him as much after meeting him at the airport. He
replied, "Yes, I get a lot of fan mail from trechuggers."

Confused but refreshed by his sarcasm, I began wondering how
seriously this two meter-tall, 63-year-old giant took himself. I also
looked forward to seeing how seriously he'd be taken in Taiwan.

All three films of Reggio's "Qatsi" trilogy played at the Golden
Horse. The first, Koyzanisgarss, was released in 1983 and startled
audiences wotldwide with its apocalyptic vision. Wrapped in stunning
cinematography (courtesy of Ron Fricke, who went on to direct
Daraka ), and delivered with a Philip Glass soundtrack both
hypnotic and overwhelming, the movie is named after a Hopi word
meaning "life out of balance". The film explores technology and
nature, juxtaposing natural processes like rolling clouds and desert
vistas with urban dynamism and alienation (think traffic jams and
hot dog factories of psychedelic proportions). The movie establishes
its themes without so much as a word of dialogue, challenging the
viewer to forge new connections in his or her head, with the help
of very didactic editing.

The second film, Fowaggarss (1987), shot mostly in poorer
countries in the southern hemisphere, was not as well received as
Koypzamisgarsi. It took him ten years to find money and Steven
Soderbergh to complete the final installment, Nagoygatss (2002), a
digital exploration of the manufactured image.

Like these films, Reggio is full of contradictions. A Roman
Catholic monk until he was 28, he's now on his third wife and
uses drugs as metaphors for the pacing of his films (cocaine,
opium, and LSD, respectively). He argues vehemently against
fanaticism and "techno-fascism" in one breath, and then preaches
almost fanatically with the next, and - to hell with nuances -
technology, as he sees it, is fundamentally bad. Fortunately for us,
he's made some rather amazing use of film technology, and hence
we can be a little forgiving of his dogmatism.

Since the festival took place at Warner Village this year, Reggio
was put up in the nearby Hyatt. Suffocated by East Taipei's
blandness, he observed that he might as well have been in Los
Angeles. Of course, this just played into his hands during the lively
post-screening Q&As. In one he decried cultural homogeneity, calling
the nearby Taipei 101 mall "the greatest act of terrorism I've seen"
and a temple for worship of the "demons of white affluence”. This
is bitter medicine that Taipei people need to hear, as much as
anyone. Happily, the audience seemed to eat it up.

Even after spending hours chatting over teppanyaki near
Lungshan Temple, or drinking wine at a festival reception at Luxy,
I never quite pinned Reggio down. A bombastic ideologue one
minute, an affable teddy bear the next, he has constructed many
memorable critiques in his 20 years of lecturing and filmmaking.
Unfortunately, such critiques can begin sounding like sound bites
after being heard three times a day, or seen in three movies in a
row. One might also wonder why this American who speaks no
language beyond English would shoot a film based in the third
wortld, or why that same man who's not quite sure how to check
his e-mail would spend years on a high-tech digital production.
Nonetheless, there remains a rare beauty and power in all his work,
and I was damn glad to overhear people asking themselves his
questions as they walked past Taipei 101.




Galleries

% Eslite Gallery

o

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (dLHi%{k
& —E224355B2)

Ph: (02) 2775-5977

XIA YANG SOLO EXHIBITION, paintings.

* % Hanart

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei
(BB B — ¥ 25241957 318

Ph: 8771-3372

FAMILY ALBUM by CHANG CHIEN-CHI, Taiwan's
most internationally recognized photographer
here brings his exacting principles of full-frame
black and white photographic representation
(he belongs to Magnum after all) to bear on
the area near Taichung in which he grew up.
The project was originally commissioned for
Time Asia, and six images ran across six pages
in the magazine in August. Here ten large, o-
riginal prints are presented, scenes of modern
life that can be frightening, singular, quiet,
and allegorical. Through Jan 15.

*x FNAC - Asia World

337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

PETER LOUGHREY: FOREVER YESTERDAY, jour-
nalistic-style photographs that look at the peo-
ple of China and how they adhere to tradition
in the face of modernization. Through Dec 11.
*Hong Gah Museum

(JELFR 21t

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (5:lTAZEHE2605575F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

SIMULATION: THE POETICS OF IMAGING IN THE
TECHNOLOGY AGE is a group show curated by
Jason Wang. Artists include Hung Dung-lu and
Lin Shin-yi who rely heavily on digital media
and a produce works with a techy feel.
Through Dec 28.

* IT Park Art Gallery

(FHEAR)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei ({LifFHm405572-31H)
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

64 DISCOURSES ON LOVE IN THE ERA OF SARS,
a group show by a who's who of contemporary
Taiwanese artists. It includes an anatomical
model of a heart and a piece that turn's
Robert Indiana's <<Love>> into <<Fuck>>, but
on the whole the theme is loose. Only in the
most general sense do you get the idea that
these works are pessimistic reactions to a syn-
thetic and impersonal world, and you can prob-

ably apply that to "love" if you like. Through
Dec 27.

* Main Trend

(CRABSERTZE )

209-1, Sec 3, Chengteh Rd, Taipei (&5t ik

B =F¥209:2 15%)
Ph: (02) 2587-341
Sx->¥£->Efi is a group show looking at the pro-
duction of both art and commercial products,
as well as the possibilities in between. It's cu-

Wene=dey Ladies Might

Free Cocktail Before 12PM.
Thursd=y Men s Night

1 Free Beer.

Taiwan, Asaki Beer 50% off.

rated by Yao Ruie-chung and Lung Rung-chih.
Through Jan 10.

*x TIVAC

(BE BT F0)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104&4tTH
4515299 11)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

PEINTUREPHOTOMTRIQUE is an exhibition by lo-
cal photographer Chou Yi-wu, who relies on
darkroom skills (such as, but not necessarily,
solarization) to give his black and white pho-
tographs a more subjective and painterly quali-
ty. The 40-year-old recently found his inspira-
tion while in France. Subject matter relates to
natural scenes and details. Through Dec 25.

* UNITED HOTEL

200 Kuangfu S Rd, Taipei (G-t iERIE20085)
Ph: (02) 2773-1515

GRAFFITI XMAS EXHIBITION featuring DBSK1 and
CITYSTALKER. This is a very different take on
decking the halls. It's also decadent and fun.
The exhibition begins with a pyramidal plywood
graffiti tree in front of the hotel, and paint-
ings, fake snow and bare branched trees line
the lobby, keeping with one of Taipei's hippest
hotels' minimal aesthetic. Through Jan 15.

1\

Sports

* Softball
CITIZEN CAIN CAPTURES TITLE (Dec 14, Tien-
mu): Citizen Cain (the team formerly known as

Budweiser) continued their domination of the
Taipei American School (TAS) softball league
with a narrow championship victory in Tienmu
on Sunday. The playoffs were played over the
past two weekends and nearly saw a huge up-
set with the Green Bar (Tienmu) giving Citizen
Cain all they could handle. Citizen Cain fin-
ished the season in 1st place with a 14-1
record. They emphatically avenged their only
loss by punishing the TAS Teachers with four
consecutive home runs in the first inning of
their first playoff en route to an 18-3 win. By
Sunday afternoon, there were only two teams
left standing in the double-elimination playoffs,
with the Green Bar needing two unlikely victo-
ries to knock Citizen Cain from their throne.
An extra inning error from Keith Dishart hand-
ed the Green Bar a 9-8 victory in Game 1,
which forced the deciding championship con-
test. In that contest, Citizen Cain jumped out
to an early 10-0 lead, and held on for a dra-
matic 22-21 victory. When Citizen Cain play-
er-coach Rick France was asked about the near
upset, he responded "It would have been bor-
ing if we won easy. My boys love nervous ten-
sion.”

Contact: citizencain@asia.com.

Wednesday OJ - Coobe, Friday DuJ - Yifan, Saturday DJ - Scotsl
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DJ Buzz/Lounge Life

Edmund's vinyl credit line

BY QUEEN B

LOCAL EVENTS with
international DJs headling are
more common than ever, and
that's usually where all the
hype is. But being a
columnist for an alternative
newspaper like POTS, I feel
like T shouldn't just talk
about international

"superstars" all the time, coz
truth is, they'te not
necessarily better because
they'te famous! Taiwan's got
quite a few DJs that can
really kick ass. So from now
on I'll be doing mote
interviews with local talent to
give my precious readers
more of an idea on what's
really happening on Taiwan's
local dance music circuit.

I'm going to start with
Edmund, who's not only the
tallest Taiwanese D], he's also
the first to make the cover of NZX7 magazine (they ran a photo of
him with pop singer Faith Yang and said they were going out, but
he denies it). Edmund is definitely one of Taipei's most promising
young DJs, and though he doesn't hold any club residencies, you
can expect to see him play on a weekly basis. Now 23-yeatrs-old, he's
already got an impressive resume: prior residencies at ROOM 18 and
ROCK CANDY, on the bill with Paul Oakenfold at 2F, Hong Kong
fashion parties for Gucci and Prada, former radio deejay for his own
dance music show on UFO FM, and numerous dance events and
club gigs. There's also his most recent project as AAAportis, an
event-organizing label that's been putting on some hot, steaming
parties around town.

Edmund is half-Taiwanese, half-Irish and was born and raised in
Taipei. He claims his addiction to music started in "elementary
school" (fifth and sixth grade). "I'd make mix tapes, bring them to
school and play them in class. Although most of the songs weren't
appreciated by my class-mates but I just enjoyed playing music to
people so I didn't care," he said. "And then I started going to dance
clubs when I went to high school, that's when I first got in touch
with electronic dance music." When I asked him about his preferred
genre(s), he said, "I don't like to put labels on music, but for people
to better understand what I'm all about before they hear me, I'd say
I'm big on breakbeat, house and everything else that's funky and
groovy." Edmund is one of the most hardcote music collectors I've
ever met. "I have to keep buying new records, you know, even if
that means 1 have to be in debt." I won't tell you exactly how much
he owes, but he sure has an overwhelming amount of vinyl, and that
keeps his gigs fresh, new and exciting each and every time he plays!

This Saturday Edmund plays the JACK YOUR BODY party at
BACCHUS from 10 to 11:30pm and at LUXY from 2:30 to 4am.
On Christmas Eve he'll play at the ZIGGY STARDUST party at the
UNITED HOTEL from 9 to 10pm and at SPIN from 11pm to
midnight. To find out more about Edmund and his DJ schedule,
check out: http://www.djedmund.com.

Here's Edmund in his nafural habitat.  PHoTO: EOMUND

Upcoming events:

JACK YOUR BODY @ Bacchus (Sat, Dec 20): Taiwan's own
mix-master, D] @llen, is in the lineup with friends SL, Edmund, and
Gravity as they invite you to jack your body to brilliant Brazilian
beats, deep & funky New York house and electro-techno boogie.
This one is for the 4/4 beat lovers who dare to be different.

KO'd @ Party Room (Sat, Dec 20): Featuting Melbourne's best
breakbeat DJ: Phil K. Yup, he's back in Taipei again. He's just won
three awards at the most recent Australian Dance Music Awards and
is one of the hottest spinners from down under. This time he's
headlining at Party Room. If you're a breakbeat music fan and you
missed his last show at 2F, you've got to check him out this time -
don't wait until he gets super famous.

emal pour cub aews to df queenb@@hotmal com
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