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Review and Preview

A cry for

HE GIRL in the

photo at right is

perhaps crying at the >
thought that one day the -

door staff at Luxy may
check her to make sure she

help in a world gone

s wearing a G-string, and "“:‘1,“"‘4:":‘ '- S ¢
' ( . R R R A £

what's more she'll submit to ST

this inspection happily so she e ¥ :

can get into the club for

free (provided she gets there

before 10:30pm). Such was i
the case last Friday for the .
venue's G-Thang party,
where a whole stream of
women were monitored for
the proper underwear. What
a truly frightening vision for
a female barely out of
infancy.

Acrually, the photograph
is part of the new Family
Album series by Chang
Chien-chi (FREZFY), who is
probably Taiwan's most
internationally recognized photographer. The project
was originally commissioned for Zime Asiz , and six
images ran across six pages In the magazine in
August. (When one journalist at last Saturday'’s
exhibition opening saw the photo spread, large for
Time , he remarked, "What? Are they uying to be
Narona! Geggraphre now?" To which another
replied, "No, they're trying be an inflight magazine.")
Now at Taipel's Hanart Gallery, ten of Chang's large,
original prints are presented, scenes of changed,
contemporary life in the town near Taichung where
he grew up. They're pictures that can be frightening,
singular, quiet, and allegorical of fast changes and loss
in an ever modernizing and industrializing world, as
the photo above. In shooting and printing the images
(seven taken with his Leica and three with a Canon
SLR), Chang observed the strct, journalistic standards
of the Magnum photo agency to which he belongs:
only full-frame photos in black and white. But within
thase limjts, he also manages to move into a territory
between journalism and art that questions both areas,
as well as the changing face of humanity. (See
Galleries in the Listings, and also the story on pl7)
Lavid Frazier

Emo-hardcore and indie rock

"Sing this song with us! Harder! Ya slacker!" is
what it says at the top of the lyric sheet for
Taiwan's post-hardcore pioneers, Fall of This Corner
(FOTC), a band that's set to give the Wall a
bardcore christening this Friday night, joining local
indie favs Emily, Bad Daughter, and 8 mm Sky.
From rowdy punk parties to low-key, boppy nights,
FOTC has played in many circles of Taipei's
underground scene. (Saturday they're also playing
another show, an all-punk lineup at Wanjia
Instruments with Semicon, the Deported, and
Consider the Meek.) Unfortunately breaking through
the cliques with a locally unknown style hagn't been
easy. "We bill ourselves as a punk band, and the
crowd expects us to have mohawks and scream 'oi oi
oi!" moaned singer and lead guitacst Monkey. "We
tell them we're emo, and the indie kids come out
and sit around smoking. We want to have a
hardcore, moshing, communal aumosphere to get our
message across.” In the year and half they've been
together, their music has gone through several
changes. After renouncing the whiny Yo La
Tango-inspired style of their debut demo, Monkey
decided to take his message in a different direction.
The result was pure hardcore aggression
complemented with melodic breakdowns. And the
lyrics - urging unity and self-improvement - would

This photo, foken in Tuichung County, comes from the recem series Awmly Alem

2 s o
- ) > b -
k- B k 3> .
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———/

surely get a aod of approval from a young Ian
MacKaye. So this Friday night when FOTC passes
out the lyric sheet, get off your indie ass and mosh.
They'd like that (see Music). -Andy OBmen

Hippy jams and digi-lounge

The other upcoming shows to check out are the
Anglers CD release party at The Wall on Saturday
(Dec 13) and any of several appearances by
Vibration, a Hong Kong lounge duo that's playing
several shows over the next week. First the Anglers.
The Chungli-based band was in Canada over the
summer playing a slew of shows, including 2
Saskatchewan fesdval "on the edge of the world", and
they also recorded their first CD, A Quarter Ounce
of Prevenron , which is 2 mix of "folk rock,
accoustic hip hop, and a couple of reggae tracks,"
according to singer Scott Cook. They'll play with their
alter-ego band, the Smoking Cones (three common
members, "mostdy the difference is in who does the
songwriting") and local bluegrass minstrels Ass9. It
starts at 9pm and costs NT$300.

Vibration comes to Taiwan through Silent
Agreement, 2 local label that was established in early
2002 and since then has managed to produce six
CDs of lounge and downtempo electronica. Most
impressive, the music is actually decent. Vibration is 2
male-female collaboration grounded in mellow electric
basslines by Chris Ho and bossa nova-inspired vocals
by Yvonne Lee. The Joungy mood doesn't fully fit
the band's Chinese name - Vibraton (SRIEE) is a
translingual homonym and Cantonese pun for “foul
language" - but then again T can't understand the
lyrics. They'll play all over Taiwan including Taipei
dates at 4am Cafe (Dec 14), Riverside (Dec 16),
Saloon (Dec 17), and Cafe 808 (Dec 19 - see Music).
-DF

Shorts to miss

There is a2 major problem with the Golden Horse
Film Festival's Digital Shorts & Animation and Digital
Shorts Competition sections (and I'm not just saying
this because my submission got rejected, even though
it played three underground festivals in the US). The
problem is this: if you put Taiwanese student films
next to productons by professional smdios like the
UK's Channel 4 and Gray Advertising, the Tarwanese
films will look like shit, which is why audiences have
groaned and nearly even booed films like Wang
I-hua's pathetic effort Jshnd of Aine . To the
organizers: please figure out the limits of what you

want to promote before you do this again next year.
-DF

mad?

y Chang Chien-chi. PROTO: HANAT
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Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events
* Punk Rock Party

Sat, Dec 13, 7 to 9pm

Wanjia Instruments (BC375E5%), B2, 115, Sec
1, Hoping E Rd (& LriiFFE R 1 F2 115 55 B2)
Ph: (02) 2392-3166

Tickets: NTS150, drink included

The three bands to play are CONSIDER THE
MEEK (Austratia), SEMICON (Taichung), and
FALL OF THIS CORNER (Taipei)

* % Vibration Tour
Sat, Dec 13 at 8:30pm,
Store, Taichung

Sat, Dec 13 at 11pm, Liquid Lounge,Taichung ,
Sun, Dec 14 at 4pm, 4am Cafe, 38, Lane
308, Kuangfu S Rd, Taipei (& dLiiC{E 4
308 # 38 #fF)

Tues, Dec 16 at 10pm,
Taipei (see below)

Wed, Dec 17 at 11pm, Saloon, 107-2, Sec
4, Hsinyi Rd, Taipei (itri{EZRESIUER 107 .2 2 55)
Fri, Dec 19 at 10pm, Lounge 808, Taipei
(see below)

VIBRATION is a Hong Kong electronic band
of two collaborators, Chris (bass) and
Yvonne (vocals). The music is soft electroni-
ca - downtempo, chillout, whatever - and
often quite beautiful. They come to Taiwan
fresh on the release of their new album on
Silent Agreement, a local label supporting
alternative trends in electronica.

* 2003 Hide Birthday &

X-JAPAN party

Sat, Dec 13 from 1:45pm

New York, New York restaurant (#H#J5H&0E
45 08), 1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (&1L
TR AR R PY EE 180 BE 1 12)

Tickets: NT$250

This party commemorates the birthday of
Hide, a member of the Japanese visual rock
band X-Japan who died a few years ago. It
will feature local bands performing X-Japan
songs, an X-Japan video, cosplay, manga,
band memorabelia and more.

* ¥ Les Tambours de Brazza
Dec 15, 16 at 7 :30pm

National Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&ibidel
IR 21 2 15%)

Tickets: NT$400 to 1,200 through ERA outlets
In 12 years of touring, Les Tambours de
Brazza have amazed and delighted audi-
ences on four continents. Their music shows
how much hip hop owes to the traditional
Ngoma drums of Africa’s Bantu kingdoms.
Tambours de Brazza first found this “given
strength” in the Congo's capital Brazzaville,
where Emile Biayenda, jazz drummer and
founder of the band, gathered together
hundreds of young Ngoma drummers from
all over the country. Their revolutionary
style will become a model for a new gener-
ation of musicians. In 1997, after a major
European tour, they were unable to return
to their country due to the war that has
devastated the Congo. They were forced for
a while to settle in Cotonou, the main port
of Benin, and from there to make their
voice heard throughout Europe,  West
Africa, Hong Kong and Japan, before set-
tling in France in 2001. Since then, the
band have been working round the clock.
Their first two albums were based on their
stage show, while the songs on Tandala
have a more refined studio sound and
powerful African percussion is mixed with
vocal melody lines, reminiscent of hip hop
and R&B.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

* Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (dCii7{ 8= FAMYER 345 4% 15 F7 15 )
Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed
the bar at IT Park. Thursdays: JAZZ QUAR-
TET of drums, piano, electric guitar and

Eslite Chungyou

Riverside Cafe,




electric bass. Fridays: EARL INES JAZZ TRIO.
Saturdays: I-JU JAZZ QUARTET featuring spe-
cial guest musicians, NT$150. Last Saturday
of every month: EXOTIC AS(AN BELLY DANC-
ING performed by PROF. VIOLET LEE and Stu-
dents, NT$150. Performances from 10pm. No
cover (unless noted otherwise).

% Blue Note

(=)

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei
(IRITARE =EE 1714 48)

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipeis oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus a
vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET (M E %), featuring Chi-bin
on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thursdays:
NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an ensemble led
by a Japanese expatniate. Fridays: METAMOR-
PHOSIS, Saturdays: JIVE STAKES. Nightly from
9:30pm, NT$250.

% Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&3CTHIAMTI# 101 5R)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from
9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 « 10% ser-
vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 - 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with femate
vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa
dancing, minimum charge NTS$380 + 10%.

% Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, 6F (&dbrhoh
M —F 152 97 6 18)

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei's best rock
music studio. Performances Friday and Satur-
day nights from 9pm, NTS$250. Sat, Dec 13:
666, hardcore, and SIDE EFFECT, 8pm. Sun,
Dec 14: MENGLU (371), ROCKING CHAIR (1§
1%43), and OUT OF CONTROL (%i%). Fri, Dec
19: VIBRATION (see above), 10pm.

* Citizen Cain

(RE{R)

67 Dongfung St, Taipei (&3kifR'E 14 67 %)
Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Tuesdays: Jazz on the Rocks with BOPSUIE
and THAT OTHER BAND, from 9pm. Wed, Nov
26, Dec 10: WORD, an open mic night for
poetry, spoken word, oratory and play acting.
Thursdays: Live Jam, an open mic night for
musical jams, from 9pm. No cover charge for
any of the above.

* The Living Room

(UINE YR BT
3F, #8 Nanking E. Rd., Section 5, Taipei(Z{it
TR R 5 B 8 % 3 4B)

Ph: 8787-4154

web: www livingroomtaipei.com

Home style food, loft bar, and performance
space that manages to be cool without being
pretentious. Open until midnight daily, later
on weekends. Thursdays: music jams. Fn-
days/Saturdays: bands and/or DJs. Mondays:
college bands. Usually there's no cover.

% NTU Corridor Cafe

(xE BEaingk-AE )

NTU Sports Center 1F (intersection of Shinhai
Road and Shinsheng § Rd - & EAZHESIET
fE—IR)

Ph: (02) 8369-5656

Website:www.alutw.com

National Taiwan University's venue for art,
performances and coffee. Mondays and Tues-
days: Film, 8:00pm. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays: Live music and theater group per-
formance, cover varies. Sat, De¢c 14:
KANG-TEH (E¥filr) & BUSY MIND, a group mix-
ing acoustic guitar, hand drums, piano, and
cello, 8pm, NTS250. Fri, Dec 20: CH)-BIN and
KAI-YA DUET (BHHMBIEHIZE %), violin +
piano, 8pm, NT$250. Sat, Dec 21: DDG
B8AND, funk, rock, latin, and jazz, free.

w Peshawar

(HER)

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei (& b8k

80 & 3 5%)

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Weekly Saturday night shows start at 8:
30pm. Admission NT $250 with one drink in-
cluded.

% * Riverside Music Cafe
(EEE)

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei (&ALTHXHTIER 3 Y 244 452 7 B1)

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area.
Thurs, Dec 11: COACH and LITTLE NURSE (/]
1), Fri, Dec 12: FIFTH YEAR BAND (A E#%
KZ# ). Sat, Dec 13: TAIPEI ABORIGINAL
WAVE MUSIC FESTIVAL. Sun, Dec 14: FRECK-
LES (i{£¥f) and TANGGUOJIOU (FER ). Mon,
Dec 15: Open jam, free. Tues, Dec 16: MUS-
TARD (#£3) and VIBRATION (#{#/5), Hong
Kong (see Concerts above). Wed, Dec 17:
FUN & DOWN and TSUYOUFEl ( I e % ).
Thurs, Dec 18: WANG HUNG-EN (E% ). Fri,
Dec 19: DELTA ON MAIN STREET, jazz band.
Sat, Dec 20;: R.A.Y. Sun, Dec 21: SUMMER
BAND (¥#4£f) and HAI-ER (¥ 53).

* The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Talpel (&:ILHFL:ILEE 6 ¥%)
Ph: (02) 2772-0948

Taipef's most authentic Irish pub, Thursday:
funk, soul and jazz, tric 8pm to 11pm. Fn-
days: Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to mid-
night. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND
ptays rowdy rock covers, 10pm to i1am. Sun-
days: jazz trio led by New Orleans native
Abe Kenyata, 4pm (o 7pm. No cover charge.
* * The Wall

(E5)

B1, 200, Sec 4, Roosevelt Rd (G 7ty Hm H i
E% 200 5% B1)

Ph:(02)2778-9774

Web: www, the-wall.com.tw

Capacity: 500 people

Opened on November 13, The Wall is now
Taipei's largest rock club, with 15 vendors of
CDs, instruments, coffee, and other rock ne-
cessities. The bar is open nightly until 3am
with DJs spinning mostly rock. Shows begin at
9pm and cost NTS$300, drink included, unless
otherwise noted. Fri, Dec 12: EMILY, BAD
DAUGHTER (I 2 i), FALL OF THIS CORNER
(—H8Z kk), 8mm SKY, a night of different in-
die rock tones, from upbeat indie to e-
mo-hardcore and post rock. Fall of This Cor-
ner is a band to watch, Sat, Dec 13: a night
of expat funk, folk and bluegrass with THE
ANGLERS (who are releasing a CD at this
show), SMOKING CONES, and ASS9. Sat, Dec
20: LIAO SHIH-HSIEN (JZ 1-7%), SAMINGAD (£
B2 ), and PANAl (£2%%), a triple shot of
powerful aboriginal folk.

* Underworld

(Ut FaLE)

Shihda Rd., No. 45(1trigfiARs 45 5%

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club at the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipef's indie rack scene.
Shows are from 9:30 to 11:30pm and admis-
sion is NTS5250. Thurs, Dec 11: TUBE and
FENGGE PINGCHUNG (Jil4&ZF#r). Fri, Dec 12:
ROCKING CHAIR (4§35 %5) and SUGAR LADY.
Sat, Dec 13: COACH. Thurs, Dec 18: ALMOST
HUMAN. Fri, Dec 19: SO WHAT, grunge. Sat, Dec
20: GROUPIE, (fF1AIK7), straight forward rock.

* Witches Pub

(FZERJ%)

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
(LT RTA- TS 3 B 56 8 7 5)

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore. Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Shows begin at 9:
30pm and admission §s NT$250, one drink in-
cluded. Thurs, Dec 11: YEH SHU-YIN (HDB%).
Fri, Dec 12: CHEN MING-CHANG & THE TAN-
SHU) RAMBLERS (SHHFAISX & 7% ok & WBE]). Sat,
Dec 13: LEI GUANG-HSIA (V. E). Thurs, Dec
18; SODA GREEN (#xiTH% M), light and re-
freshing. Fri, Dec 19: SAMINGAD (CBER), the
well-known aboriginal female vocalist, and AM
FAMILY, an aboriginal band. Sat, Dec 20:
HSIEH YU-WEI (3It578%) & TAIWAN BAND, new
Hakka folk songs.

Social Dancex*satsa

Thursdays: SALSA D-LUX at LUXY (see dance
¢lubs)

Free salsa lesson from 8:30pm to 9:15pm,
authentic New York salsa 9pm to 2am, NTS300.

Saturdays: CLUB 75 bhas a Latin band and
some salsa dancing, minimum charge NT$300.
75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipel (& :itifi
LRI B 75 47)

Ph: (02)2836-8910.

G-DOWN, a cozy lounge with a plenty of
hardwood dance floor does a hopping salsa
night from 9pm to tam, NT$300.

B1, 12, Sec 2, Fuhsing § Rd (& dt i B I%
Z %1235 BY)

Ph: (02) 2704-2770

Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs),
minimur charge NTS$380 + 10%.

Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
1am.

For more information, see www.taipeisalsa.com.
* Tango

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

1F, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the in-
tersection of Kuangfu N Rd - & LTI, & Ht%
PUEF 180 35 1 4R)

Ph: (02) 2570-0702

Argentine Tango dancing 7:30pm to midnight
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (or
every 3rd and Sth Sunday if the first day of
the month is Sunday). Free entrance, drink
or food purchase required.

For more information on Tango, see www.
tangotaiwan.com

Dance Clubs

* 2F

Hoping W. Rd., Sec. 1, No. 15 (F1F g% —E%
15 BR)

Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Capacity: 1024

A large dance club that plays to commercial
and underground scenes and a frequent host
to international DJs. Wednesdays: Escape
Sling, Groovy House and UK 2-Step Garage.
Ladies get in free and drink specials for
men. NT$300. Fridays: Techno, house, breaks
and trance until 7:30am. NTS$550 + 1 Drink,
NT $350 before midnight. Saturdays: House,
breaks, progressive, trance and hard dance
until 7:30am. NTS600 » 1 drink,NTS400 be-
fore midmight. Fri, Dec 12: 2Fs 2nd anniver-
sary with ARMIN VAN BUUREN from Holland
spinning Trance, also back 2 back mix sets
by six 2F residents, NT$1200 or NTS$900 in
advance. Sat, Dec 20: KAGAMI, Japan's new
generation heavy weight funky Japanese tech-
no champion, live & DJ set.

* Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei
(BAEATIN S 225581 2 1)

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 buitd-
ing just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Thursday: lounge nights, no cover.
Fridays and Saturdays, hip hop and dance
music: NTS$500. Sundays: URBAN SUNDAY from
1 to 7pm, where the music is LAZY, so you
can feel EASY (house, latin grooves, jazz),
with 0Js JIMMY CHEN, VICTOR CHENG, MITCH
TSAl, and guests. NTS$250NT with ore drink,
free before 2pm. Sat, Dec 13: Hip Hop
Dance and Freestyle party with on open mic
freestyle competition and DJs Shortee, TBC,
and others, NTS$350 with 2 beers before 10:
30pm, NTS$500 with 2 beers after. Sat, Dec
20: Jack Your Body, a blend of Latin, funk,
New York house and electro punk with DJs
Edmund, SL, @llen and Gravity, no
sportswear, NT$600 or NT$400 with flyer.

* Eden

10-11F, No 98, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
(E AL R LS PT RS 98 U5 10 £9)

Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Take an elevator to the 10th floor, then
waltz into Eden's cozy chic. Mon, Tues, and
Thurs: minimum charge of NT $300/person.
Wednesdays: Ladies' night, women free, men
NTS600. Fridays and Saturdays: NTS$600. Open

from 9pm. Closed Sundays.

* LUXY

SF, 201, Sec 4, Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei (it
T B Z R TEPYEL 201 SEH 18)

Ph: (02) 2772-1000

Capacity: 2000

Taipef's mega-club, playing hip hop, R&B and
mainstréeam mixes in the Galleria main ball-
room, trance, house and progressive in the
Lotus room, and other forms depending on
which special guest is in town. A full kitchen
serves dinner until 9pm. No sandals or
flip-flops. Wednesdays: CAT WALK, ladies get
in free. Thursdays: Salsa D-Lux (see Social
Dance). Fridays and Saturdays: NTS$700, two
drinks included, women get in free before
10:30pm. Sat, Dec 13:; LUXY will host the
Philips "BeDJ" Mixmaster Search with TALL
PAUL (UK) on the schedule. Fri, Dec 19:
Krafty Kuts (legendary UK breakbeat with a dash
of hip-hop), NTS800, or $500 before 10:30pm.

* Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei(@ bt /\thR 4 B2 138 9% 12 18)

Ph: (02) 3762-1289%

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door,
Plush, but the crowd is younger and the mu-
sic Is more etectronic. Sunday through Thurs-
day, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays, women
free, men NTS$500 w/ drink. Sat, Dec 13: DAN F
(UK/Canadian Breakbeat DJ), men NTSS00.

w Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei (&AL /\fHEK 4 B 138 B2 12 48)

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of the
Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd with el-
ements of the stylish, the youngish and the
overseas Chinese. Pop varieties of electronic
and hip hop on the sound system. Sunday to
Tuesday and Thursdays: minimum charge NT
$350. Wednesdays: women get in free for
Ladies’ Night. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$700.
* Purple

1F, 182, Sec 4, Nan)ing E Rd (&t iTa sl
HUER 182 5% 1F)

Ph: 2577-7959

Resident DOJs Tiger and Stone spin progressive,
breakbeat, and tech house unuot 7am on
weekends. Wednesdays: Ladies Night, females
free, males NT$350. Fridays and Saturdays:
Disco Nights, NT$350 before midnight, NT$500
after. Closed other nights.

* Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex - & dbmifREiE 18 4% B1)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Music tends towards hip hop and mainstream,
though out of town heavies have graced the
turntables for special parties. Door policy
plays up to beautiful people and celebs.
Wednesdays: women get in free of Ladies
Night, men NT$500. Fridays and Saturdays:
men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed other days.
* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(&L R LImR 2 B 218 5% B1)

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipeis
downtown expats. The huge {D collection
plays mostly rock and now theres a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to iam. Weehkdays: free, Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$300. No entry without ID.

% Roxy Vibe

82, No 135, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei
(e LR 1 B2 155 %5 B2)

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but the Vibe is still mostly rock.
Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays only: NT
$300. No entry without ID.

% Siro

81, No.70, Shin Sheng N. Rd, Sec. 2, Taipei
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- under the ShinSheng bridge (ZZbTi%iEdbE .

E& 70 3% B1 Fi LR T)

Ph: (02) 2536-7895

* TeXound

81, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei (51F
RIS [ 217 ST —18)

Ph: (02) 2546-7708

Capacity: 1000

Dark lights and full-on dance music for a com-

mitted nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also

finds a home here with the third Friday of ev-

ery month slated for a Q-gender gala. Fridays:

open 11pm o %am, NTS$500, or NTS300 before

jam, Saturdays: open 11pm to 10am, NT$600.

Sat, Dec 13: VICTOR CHENG "BEST COLLECTION"

CD RELEASE. Texound regular Victor will spin a

special 4 hour set to celebrate the release of

his new CD of remixes of house, LUribal,

tech-house, and techno from bhis collection of

5000 vinyl discs and 2000 CDs, NT$600, or NT

$400 before 1am or in advance. Fri, Dec 19:

Monthly Gay Party, this time the theme's “dont

rely on us to get you high...”, NTS$500, or NT

$300 before 1am.

*TU

81, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei (&t

ThiRALRERE— R 249 4 81)

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where its also fine to

hang by the bar. Hip hop is a house specialty,

but DJs frequently jump gerres, playing mini-sets

of everything from 60s R&B to techno-house. As

long as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays: NT$200.

Wednesday to Saturday: NTS300.

* VS

B1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing § Rd, Taipei (&t

i (R TR R 1 B 208 3% B1)

Ph: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip crowd and especially popu-

lar with the overseas Chinese set. On Saturdays

the club lives up to its abbreviation, VS, with

Fight Night, where patrons put on the gloves

and box more to prove studliness than to get

the free beer., Weekdays: NTS300. Fridays and

Saturdays: NT$500.

*Ziga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipei, 2 Sungshou Rd.. Taipei

(RO, - bR Fr 2 36)

Ph: (02) 2720-1234

House bands from the international circuit play

to a crowd of well dressed hotel guests, expats

and local women demurely sipping expensive

cocktails. Monday to Wednesday: NT $350.

Thursday to Saturday: NTS$600. Closed Sundays.

Classical

* Liu Meng-<hieh Piano Recital
Thurs, Dec 11 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (BIF-&$4)

21-1, Chungshan $. Rd., Taipei (& It i1l 75 R
21 2 15R)

Tickets: NTS300 to 1500

Liu Meng-chib's career was off to a prodigious
start when he found himself performing regular-
ly with the Phitadelphia Orchestra in his early
20s. But a rare muscular disease struck, com-
pletely paralyzing him and nearly killing him,
Since he has fully recovered and is now per-
forming again. He will play works by Chopin,
B8rahms, Rachmaninov, and Godowsky.

* Memorial Concert for Henry

Mazer

Sat, Dec 13 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (e %:E&)

Tickets: NT$350 to 1500

The Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra plays this
tribute which includes works by Mozart, Bruch,
and Tchaikovsky.

* * Hymne aux fluers qui

passent

Fri, Dec 12 and Sat, Dec 13 at 7:30pm and 14
at 2:30pm

National Theatre

Tickets: NT$300 to 1200

This dance performance was first produced in

2000 by the Legend Lin Dance Theater, which
is headed by local choreographer Lin Lee-chen.
It went on to win acclaim in Europe at festi-
vals including the 2000 Biennial of Dance in

Lyons, france and the Festival de Otono in
Madrid, Spain.
* Wind Dance Theatre —Solo:
Wu J-fang

M FIZE =57 - RETFRA
Dec 12, 13 at 8pm

Novel Hall (i | 15), near the corner of Sung-
shou Rd (¥3# H) and Sungchih Rd (1AE")
Tickets: NT$300 to 1200

Dancer/choreographer Wu |-fang gives this solo
performance of four sections against the back-
drop of a simple stage set inctuding a painting
by Huang Chih-yang (3 RI4).
% Beans -—Chinese

Comedy

Dec 19 to 28 at 7:30pm, Dec 20, 21,
(Saturdays and Sundays) at 2:30pm
Novel Hall (IF#&)

Stand-up

27, 28

Tickets: NT$300 to 1200

Comedians Workshop, a local group, presents a
series of stand-up comedy performances on top-
ics including "Where is it that chitdren don't
grow up?”, "Where is it that gangsters don't get
shot?’, "My dad farts,” and other themes.

* Taipei Eye

(=30

Dec 11 to 27, every Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 8pm.

Taiwan Cement Hall (&HA3KIELHE), 113, Sec
2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei(&:ItHiHLCILRE B8
13 5%

Ph: (02) 2568-2677

Tickets: NT$880

A tourist-oriented theater in Taiwan for tradi-
tional styles of Chinese performance. The cur-
rent program includes traditional puppet the-
atre, Red Boy of Journey to the West, by the
Hsiao Hsi Yuan Puppet Theatre; and Choice Bei-
jing Opera of the Season by the Taipei Liyuan
Chinese Opera Theater.

*Thalie English Children The

atre’s First Production: Spotted
Cow

Sat, Dec 20 at 2:30pm at the IDEAR Education
Center (Chi-Lin), 99 Chilin Rd, Zhongshan Dis-
trict, Taipei City (75 3brb L & b0 99 55);
near the Ji-Lin Elementary School

Sat, Dec 27 at 2:30pm at the IDEAR Education
Center (Yongho), 331, Chungshan Rd. Sec.1,
Yongho, Taipei county (#AbWkakfImdl B —F
331 %%); Near Sogo.

Tickets: NTS100 NT, or NTS$90 if reserved in
advance (before 2pm)

Reservation Ph: 0921-623-449 Ellie Hsiao
Assistant Organizer: Noordhoff Craniofacial Foun-
dation (NCF)

Art Consultant: Daniel ingi Petursson

Thalie Website: home.kimo.com.tw/thalietheatre
Thalie English Children’s Theatre was formed in
the summer of 2003. This Thalie branch aims
to internationalize Taiwanese children's literary
masterpieces, plays, and musicals through trans-
lating or playwriting those plays and stories in-
to theatre performances in English. While mak-
ing foreigners able to appreciate Taiwanese
Children Theatre works, children in Taiwan can
also experience the dramatic interpretation in
foreign language through enjoying these perfor-
mances. Our first production, Spotted Cow, is
based on an awarded picture book story. It's
about 30 minutes long and suitable for kids
from 3-10 years old. Don't you miss it!

I

* k Yasujiro Ozu Film Festival
Dec 9 to 26 at Spot - Taipei Fitm House (OGBS
BiLE R, 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei
(LA B B 18 4R)
Dec 13 to 26 at Shin Shin (JXXSLIEFIR), 247
Linshen N Rd, Taipei (&it5ALkAbEs 247 5£)
Tickets: NT$180 at the theater or in advance
through Acer outlets

Yasujiro Ozu began making films in the silent
era, and Uke Charlie Chaplin, resisted the
sound film for as long as he could. He also re-
sisted color film, but made his mark on both
formats. His films began to be appreciated out-
side of Japan only at the end of his life. Now,
on the 100th anniversary of his birth, the SPOT
hosts this festival featuring the 35 films by Ozu
that have survived (he made a total of S54). It
also includes a few works from two of his later
contemporaries,  Kenji Mizoguchi and Mikio
Naruse, and Wim Wender's documentary on
Ozu, Tokyo Ga,

Ly

oo
T

Museums

* Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei
(S B 8E)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei
ZHalE 39 k)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipet.org

Closed until early 2004,

* National Museum of History
(BAXTF S FYI6E)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&3LiliF a5 49 &%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www,nmh.gov.tw

THE MIRACULOUS WORLD OF MASTER CHANG'S
SCULPTURE ARTWORKS, through December 7,

* % National Palace Museum
(HL B ZFYI5T)

221, Sec 2, Chibshan Rd, Taipei (&b T4k
Eﬁﬁ%:‘.ﬁgm %)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw
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QOdds & Ends

Chain of
events

BY DAVID FRAZIER

THE CHAINV , a series of
photographs by artist/j oumallst
Chang Chien-chin (fﬂxéglx_r)
no longer new, but it's
context has changed so much
in the two years since it was
first exhibited - the series is
now an international celebrity
- that it's time for a
reevaluation. The photographs
were taken in a southern
Taiwan mental institution
where 600 inmates were
bound together with "chains
of compassion.” These were
iron, but of small links, and
they were fastened about
patdents’ waists, tethering them
in pairs. It was a controversial "treatment” with the intention that the
lesser disabled partner would look after his mate in their daily work
at Taiwan's largest chicken ranch, work which ostensibly 5upp01tcd
the sanitarium, Lungfatang (g'éyvfi_'?_) This was documented by Chang
on visits bcmccn 1993 and 1999. In 2001 he produced the 40 large
black and white prints (each 40x60 inches) that comprise the series.

“When 1 first started at Lungfatang in 1993, my approach was
very journalistic, meaning that you take pictures, you don't take sides,
" said Chang. His visits to the institution spanned six years, but the
photos of the series came from eight rolls of film shot in a period
of perhaps two hours in October 1998. "I asked them all to pose
after lunch back on their way back to work. You can see that some
of them didn't want to, that's why they're not even in the frame." In
several photos, only one person, half a team, is pictured, with the
chain stretching from his waist beyond the photo's limits. "But it's
been ten years since 1 first went there, and now it's not so black
and white to me anymore.”

Chang, 42, is a natve of Taichung. He began working as a
photojournalist in the US in 1991 and in 1995 was invited to join
the elite organization of his field, Magnum Photos (the agency of the
"iconic image").

Zhe Cham was first exhibited at the Taipei Fine Arts Museum
in early 2001. A local curator later that year selected it for the
Taiwan pavilion in high art's biggest party /trade show, the Venice
Bienale. "In Venice, I remember I was asked if the pictures were
taken 30 years ago. Another question was: Were the people actors?"”
And so series was suddenly globalized (in high art terms) and
boosted into a purely conceptual realm.

“From Venice 1 was invited to Sao Paoclo," a biennial held in
2002, where the work took on another disparate meaning: it became
entangled in the "One China" debate. Chang was again Taiwan's
"national" representative, but China was also to be present and
wouldn't allow a "Taiwan” pavilion. So his hall was unnamed undl
artists from other countries donated letters from their own title
boards to spell a make-shift "Taiwan." As for viewers' readings of the
photos in Brazil: "Sao Paoclo was also an art scene, but people
seemed to understand it as a document of a real situation."

Neither 1n Venice nor Sao Paolo was 7he Chamr  explained

One pholo from % w7 |,
Chang Chien-chi.

a series of 40 images by
PHOTO:  AAGNUM:

through accompanying text. Bur words were added for shows this
. g ying

year in a Fukuoka, Japan private gallery and its participaton in a
large, international, and much celebrated New York exhibition, the
International Center for Photography (ICP) Triennial, and a major
show in Prague. In New York, the exhibition was "well received, in
part because of publicity before the show. People knew the
background before they saw it."

As this artworld fanfare has grown, it has created distance
between 7#4e Chaze and the initial journalistic question it posed (one
critic recently even described it as a metaphor for marriage). But in
Taiwan the question is stll relevant: what is happening at Lungfatang
now? "They claim they don't chain people anymore, but I also doubt
things have really gotten much better." And, "I don't think I'm
welcome there." Shortly after Zhe Cham qppcqrcd, others journalists
and photographers went to Lungfatang, and in 2000 several patients
escaped and created a flurry in the press. But the stir has since
subsided. "A photographer or a photograph cannot make changes,"
said Chang, which is a statement not of pessimism, but of
recognition of individual insignificance in a contemporary world. This
is the dark side of globalization, and Chang, one of the best
photojournalists in Asia, in a global context may as well be one of
the subjects of his own photographs, nameless and chained. 1 would
posit that as 7%¢ Chain’s power. And if to say so is inconsequential,
it's sull worth saying.

emal the author ar davidgazienibbpao.com




THE LAND IMMORTAL: IMAGES OF FAMOUS
MOUNTAINS IN CHINA, an exhibition that looks
not only at mountains that served as famous
sources of inspiration to Chinese painters, but
also trares the history of mountain landscape
painting from the 10th century and into the
20th. The painters of the early Sung tried to
autaln a sort of realism; those of the (ate
Sung infused an almost spiritual quality; the
Yuan saw energetic brushwork and abstraction,
as did part of the Ming; and the Ching drew
influence from a diversity of historical styles.
Through Dec 25. PRECIOUS LIFE: TRADITIONAL
CHINESE MEDICAL TREATISES, the second in a
series of exhibitions looking at Chinese medical
history through the museum’s rich collection of
ancient fexts, this phase Il grouping presenis
medical encyclopedias, pharmacological com-
pendia, and other texts that display a Chinese
medical history as a sclentific development of
ideas, not the sorcery of Taoist magic (either
way, one suspects an inspiratfon fn SARS).
Through Dec 25. RECORDS OF STORIES AND
EVENTS: PAINTINGS AS ILLUSTRATIONS OF NAR-
RATIVE. Through Dec 25.

* % Taipel Fine Arts Museum
&L LT

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (JLHTAFLL
HHE=F2 181 %)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www. tfam.gov.tw

GUNTHER VUECKER: MAN'S INHUMANITY - This
exhibit displays 17 instatlation sculptures by
German artist Gunther Uecker as well as a
film showing the artist's creative process.
Uecker used nails as media and explored basic
themes such as: aggression, burt, desuoy.
Through Jan 11.

TRAVEL AROUND THE CITY, an educational ex-
hibit planned by the Childrens Workshop of
the Centre Pompidou in France for children
6-12, as well as their parenis, through Dec 14.
PARTS OF TOYS, a solo exhibition by Lai Chi-
u-chen, Dec 13 1o Feb 15. DOMAINS - CON-
TEMPORARY ISRAELI DESIGN. Modern Israell de-
sign onginated in the handicrafts of the kib-
butz, or collective farm, lfestyle forced upon
the new settlers in Israel before World War Il
This exhibit melds the traditional with the
modern, using various media and diverse ex-
pression to strengthen the simplicity of spirit.
Works include individualized designs, impromp-
tu designs and moddlar combinations as well
as functional ftems like furniture and utensils,
Dec 13 io Feb 15.

Galleries

* Eslite Gallery

RELEED

B2, 243, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei (dLAiRk{L
FEFS—E 243 5% B2)

Ph: (02) 2775-5977

XIA YANG SOLO EXHIBITION, paintings.

* FNAC - Asia World

337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

PETER LOUGHREY: FOREVER YESTERDAY, jour-
nalistic-style photographs that look at the peo-
ple of China and how they adhere to tradition
in the face of modernization. Through Dec 11.
* Hong Gah Museum

(BFR =162

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (S1LATASEL 260 3% 5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

SIMULATION: THE POETICS OF IMAGING IN THE
TECHNOLOGY AGE is a group show curated by
Jason Wang locking at the incredible environ-
ment of images we now live ih and its conse-

quences on society and art. Artists include
Hung Dung-lu and Lin Shin-yi who rely heavily

on digital media and a produce works with a [N =TVES V(W IV T-T-9 B}

techy feel. Through Dec 28.

* % Hanart

3F, 19, Lane 252, Sec 1, Tunhua S Rd, Taipei
(& ALHIBAL TS — B 252 % 19 37 3 18)

Ph: 8771-3372

FAMILY ALBUM by CHANG CHIEN-CHI, Taiwan's
most {nternationally recognized photographer
here brings his exacting principles of full-frame
black and white photographic representation
(he belongs to Magnum after all) to bear on
the area near Taichung in which he grew up.
The project was originally commissioned for
Time Asia, and six images ran across six pages
in the magazine in August. Here ten large, o-
nginal prints are presented, scenes of modern
life that can be frightening, singular, quiet,
and allegorical. Through Jan 15.

*IT Park Art Gallery

(RN

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipet (LTHEHET 40 3% 2-3 1))
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

64 DISCOURSES ON LOVE IN THE ERA OF SARS,
a group show by a who's who of contemporary
Taiwanese artists. It includes an anatomical
modet of a heart and a plece that turn's
Robert (ndianas <<Love>> into <<Fuck>>, but
on the whote the theme is loose. Only in the
most general sense do you get the idea that
these works are pessimistic reactions to a syn-
thetic and fmpersonal world, and you can
probably apply that to “love™ if you like.
Through Dec 27.

* TIVAC

(& BERRZEGFL)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104 &4t
THITEEHT 45 8 29 3% 1 18)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

PEINTUREPHOTOMTRIQUE is an exhibition by lo-
cal photographer Chou Yf-wu, who relifes on
darkroom skills (such as, but not necessarily,
solarization) to give his black and white pho-
tographs a more subjective and painterly quali-
ty. The 40-year-old recently found his inspira-
tion white in France. Subject matter relates to
natural scenes and details. Through Dec 25.

et

Sports

* Football

Contact: www.redlionsfc.com or
Tony - 0958469131

TAIPEI ANIMALS

Contact: www.talpeianimals.com, or
taipelanimals@hotmait.com

* Softball

CITIZEN CAIN/3N2

Contact: citizencain®asia.com.

* Rugby

Taipel Baboons

Web: www.taipeirugby.com

A Tafpel rugby football club for expats.

. 'E__f'

* Write for POTS EXTRA

POTS Extra accepts submissions of graduate
level scholarship, as long as its not boring.
We also accept letters and other submissions.
Submissions should be preceded by proposals
and can be concelved of as follows: think of
an interesting question to ask about Taipei (or
Talwan), and be prepared o Investigate ft.
This English language section will soon expand
to 8 pages, making space for this extra con-
tent. Please do not attach files, send all writ-
ing in the body of the emait. Submissions and
inquiries may be sent to: davidfrazier@libpao.
com.
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Neo 19
Confusion

BY QUEEN B

FOR THE longest time 1
thought Bacchus was Mega 19,
the club that used to be at the
same address, which is what 1t
said on the fliers 1 got. But
actually, Bacchus is a new place
that's been open for a few
months and is still often
confused with other places
because of its location. It's
located in the Neo 19 Building, same as the old Mega 19, which I
heard, by the way, has just turned into another new club called Patio.
Anyway, it's a bit smaller than its neighbor Room 18, but the
clientele 1s pretty similar: a trendy east district office-worker type of
drinking crowd. The passage into the club has see-through floors with
beaming funky green lights that look kind of cool and is probably
their main attraction. The rest of it just reminds me of every other
bar in town. Sunday to Thursday are their lounge nights, which
means no cover chqrgc no dance music, and one complimentary
cocktail for women. Club nights are on weekends, as they have DJs
playing hip hop, pop and house music. Ladies Night is on Friday
when women can get one pricey cocktail drink (under NT$450) for
free. This Saturday (Dec 20), they're hosting a special event, Jack
Your Body with DIs @llen, S, Edmund, and Gravity purveying
Latin- mﬂucnccd, deep funky house & Brulll'm beats.

ILLUSTRATION: XETTH SAUNDERS

CITRUS

Citrus is a monthly soiree that's been around for almost a year
now. The venue has shifted from 2F to The Wall (the now
out-of-business dance lounge, not the new rock club) to Luxy.
Resident DJs SI. & Saucey originally created the event, thus the music
theme has always been "quality" house. And ever since Bliss
Productions (Taipei's number one foreign promoters) joined forces, the
party has gotten bigger and the following usually consists of 60%
Caucasians who dress to impress.

Dave Benz from South Korea was the guest DJ for this last
Citrus (Luxy, Dec 6). 1 had a hard time associating his face with
where he came from, as he looked just like a white guy and was
wearing an "l love New York" t-shirt. I was also sure "Benz"
sounded more German than Korean. The music he played was totally
brilliant and unexpectedly and booty-shakingly groovy! Anyhow, I'm
glad my stereotype of Korean people was destroyed. And if he's
really the most promising D] from Seoul, the club scene in South
Korea should be quite rocking. It'd be interesting to check out
sometime.

UPCOMING:

ARMIN VAN BUUREN @ 2F (Fri, Dec 12): This gig has been the
most talked about event ever for Taiwan's tavers (since Sasha and
Paul Van Dyk). I'm probably the only one that's not too stoked
about this. As far as I'm concerned his #3 posidon in the top 100
DJ list of 2/ AMae and that he's big on trance doesn't mean
nothing. Personally, I'm not that into trance. But if you are a fan of
Tiesto, Paul Van Dyk, Sasha and John Digweed, you might be excited
to see him.

KRAFTY KUTS @ Luxy (Fri, Dec 19): Krafty Kuts' show at 2F
carlier this year was pretty off the hook. He's back again to play at
Luxy this time as he's touring for his new mix CD, 7Jese are 1he
breafs . The man is notorious for his mad mixes of drum & bass,
breakbeat, funk and hip hop. Can't go wrong with a breakbeat DJ
who's named "Krafty Kuts". I won't miss out.

FUNKALICIOUS @ Rush, Taichung (Sat, Dec 20): For this
pre-Xmas party at Taichung’s largest dance club, Rush, the venue will
be transformed into a "North American” style warehouse rave,
featuring a giant sound system, installations, and visuals. DJs wﬂl be
on for 12 hours (10pm to 10am), and the line-up includes Taichung's
Dolphin and Tom and Taipei's Em, Nina, Akira and Saucey. Funky
house and breakbeat music literally all night long!

email your cub news to . queenbi@homnail.com
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