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Review and Preview

Japan's nudear fomily, ere in a stll from 47 At Afeomoon {1961), the losl film by Japanese diredor Yasujio Ozu. The internafional wifical nnd
commercial suecess of this movie, made just one year before his death, led 1o a discovery of his work by Western ditics.

-
N

Ll

-

FHOTO: SP0T

An early Japanese master filmmaker

HE TITLE of one early Yasujiro Ozu film,

Where Now Are the Dreams of Youtly , might

resonate with a remark by Louis Lumiere, one
of the mventot's of the cnema, when he called his
new toy “an inventon without a future." But these
days a "centennial” trend constantly reminds us that
cinema s more than a passing curiosity, in recalling
aot oaly the “birth" of cinema but also the birth of
its now classical practitioners. Recent 100-year
celebrations of the births of famous auteurs include
Alfred Hitchcock and Lws Bunuel, with Vincent
Minelli's coming up soon. If Ozu were alive today,
he would be 100 - but of course, oaly his films live
on. In film circles, it has definitely been the year of
Ozu, as retcospectives and symposiums have toured
Berlin, Paris, New York and soon arrive in Taipei. A
Japanese master filmmaker series, running from
December 9 to February 8 at SPOT - Tajpei Fm
House, features all of Ozu's films that have survived
(35 out of a total of 54), in addition to a few works
from two of his later contemporaries, Kenji
Mizoguchi and Mikio Naruse, and Wim Wender's
documentaty on Ozu.

Ozu began making films in the silent era, and like
Charlie Chaplin, resisted the sound film for as long
as he could. He also resisted color film, but made
his mark on both formats. His films began to be
appreciated outside of Japan only at the end of his
life, and it is appropriate that this series in Taipei is
organized by P.O.P. cinema, which includes Hou
Hsiao-hsien among its directors. Hou's films have
often been compared to Ozu's, and he is currently
finishing production on an homage to Ozu, a
Japanese-language fidm shot in Tokyo and produced
by Ozu's old company, Shochiku.

Ozu worked in a variety of genres, but is probably
best known for his melodramas detailing the everyday
routines of family life. His legacy might be described
as an aesthetic of emptness - not necessarily for lack
of plot, but rather the emptiness of space in his
compositions. In the typical low-angle static camera
shot that has been called an “Ozu sdall life," he
helped create modern cinema as we know it today,
when tme sull passes even if nothing seems to be
happening. And so while we remember Ozu's birth
with this must-see program, we might also recall
what Ozu asked to be written on his tombstone, the
Chinese character, "wu" (), which can be translated
as the "void” (see Film in the Listings). - Chardes
Lreary

Fingerstyle Guitar

The first ever Taiwan Fingerstyle Guitar
Championship is coming up in Tainan next weekend
(Dec 13), and it's preceded by a round-the-island tour
of two visiting virtuosos, Belgian Jacques Stotzem and

Ametican Andy McKee. Fingerstyle is a broad genre
of acoustic guitar playing that sprung up in the US
in the 1970s. "All it means is that you use your
hands only to play an acoustic guitar - that can
mean flamenco, classical, bluegrass, whatever," said
Huang Jia-wei (HZ{&E), who is organizing the
competition as a facet of his music store and music
and book publishing businesses (for more information
on these, see his Chinese website: www.windstrings.
COML.TW).

Huang has sponsored fingerstyle tours in recent
years, but this is the first competition. There will be
more than 60 entres, and the judging panel will
include Stotzem and McKee as well as Japanese
acoustic guitar specialists Isato Nakagawa and Masaaki
Kishibe. All will petform in Tainan as part of the
events surrounding the competition. Stotzem and
McKee will tour the island, performing twice in
Taipei, at National Taiwan Normal University this
Sunday (Dec 7) and next Tuesday (Dec 9) at
Riverside Music Cate. The Taiwan Fingerstyle
Championship will happen in Tainan at Chunggung
University's Fenghuang Theater (see Music). Dz
Frazrer

Baroque Christmas

One of the wotld's fotemost Baroque ensembles,
the Berliner Barock Solisten, will come to the
National Concert Hall tlus Sunday. They'll even bring
in a breath of the Christnas season with Corelli's
Chrisomas Concerfo , one of six pieces to be
petformed. Emmanuel Pahud, the principal flutst for
the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, will be the
featured soloist. Other compositions to be featured
are by Telemann, Vivaldi, and Bach.

Contemporary Love

Taipei's best known gallery for contemporary art,
IT Park, 1s wrapping up the year with a group show
clled Driscourses on Love: 64 Conversamons ui
SARS” Era . 1t includes an anatomical model of a
heart and a piece that turn's Robert Indiana's Zove
into Fuck , but on the whole the theme is loose.
Only in the most general sense do you get the idea
that these works are pessimistic teactions to a
synthetic and impersonal world, and you can probably
apply that o "love" if you like.

Bur be that as it may, the grouping offers a who's
who of contemporary Tajwanese artists, each offering
small and mosdy two-dimensional works, in other
words collectibles, especially compared to the gallery's
normal installation fare. As many of these arusts have
participated in locally or internatonally important
exhibitons this year, it may make for good Christmas
shopping if you waat to stuff stockings with
something as ponderous as contemporary art. —2F

S¥2883%%
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www.pots.com.tw

Listings
Send your event information
to: extra@lihpao.com

Concerts and Events

* City Stage - Jazz Nights
(R - 3 1:7R)

Sunday nights (Nov 16 to Dec 7) from 7 to
9pm

Outdoors near Taipei Municipal Social Educa-
tion Hall (dirh %4 B2 fi1%45%), 25, Sec 3,
Pateh Rd, Taipei (/\PEE4A—=F "+ 755)
Tickets: free

Dec 7: HUANG RUI-FENG (#5f7) vs WANG
CHEN-NI (£#1%) popular jazz band

YU TIEN IN CONCERT

SR R R

Sat, Dec 6 at 7:30pm

Taipei International Convention Center (&b
B o ER Ao K @&k, 1, SecS, Hsiyi Rd,
Taipei (& AEHHEFREETLIR—57)

Tickets: NTS800 to 2000 through ERA outlets
Yu Tien has been a big name in the field
of pop music in Taiwan for the last 40
years. In this concert he sings classics ac-
companied by LIU FU-JU (275 BY), LEE
YA-PING (ZEEITE), YU Tl (5k7%), AND LUO
SHIH-FENG (GERFH ).

* % 2003 Wooden Guitar

Performances

200 3:kE Mz - FUSER

Sun, Dec 7 at 7pm

National Taiwan Normal University, Multipur-
pose Building, Performance Hall (& 3LET#IA
ELERG R 421614 HE), on Sec 1, Hoping E
Rd ClLHTRIT A EE—ES)

Tickets: NT$300 and 500 through ERA outlets
The performance features a duo of acoustic
guitar specialists, Belgian Jacques Stotzem
and American Andy McKee. Both play are
well known for fingerstyle guitar - a broad
term describing finger picking across the
genres of bluegrass, jazz, and even rock -
with Stotzem one of the best known in Eu-
rope and McKee coming in third in Ameri-
ca's 2001 National Fingerstyle Guitar Cham-
pionship.

Rock and Jazz Clubs

% Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei (k{8 RPURE 345 4% 15 3 15 5f)

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed
the bar at IT Park. Thursdays: JAZZ QUAR-
TET of drums, piano, electric guitar and
electric bass. Fridays: EARL HINES JAZZ TRI-
0. Saturdays: 1-JU JAZZ QUARTET featuring
special guest musicians, NT$150. Sat, Nov
29: EXOTIC ASIAN BELLY DANCING performed
by PROF. VIOLET LEE and Students, NT$150.
Performances from 10pm. No cover (unless
noted otherwise).

* Blue Note

()

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd, Taipei (I
HriER =B 171 55 4 B

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no cover.
Tuesdays: JIVE STAKES, a jazz quartet plus
a vocalist. Wednesdays: CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA
DUET, featuring Chi-bin on violin and Kai-ya
on piano. Thursdays: NEW DECISION JAZZ
BAND, an ensemble led by a Japanese expa-
triate. Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS. Saturdays:
JIVE STAKES. Nightly from 9:30pm, NT$250.
* Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei (&3kilit{ZEE 101 5%)
Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live
jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz
from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT $380 +
10% service charge. Tues to Thurs: jarz
with female vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum
charge NT$380 + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz
with female vocalist from 9:30pm, minimum
charge NTS$550 + 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz
and salsa dancing, minimum charge NT$380
+ 10%.




CKIRE) :
67 Donglung St, Taipet (AILATICEDE 67 M)
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A live himise and cafe in the Gungsuan aréa.

Dec 13: TAIPEI ABORIGINAL WAVE MLSIC FES-
TIVAL (see Concerts above). Sun, Dec 14:
FRECKLES (d3{) and TANGGLOJIOU (WFESY).
* The Shannon

6 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipel (f1iEMHEIERE 6 M)
Ph: {(2) 2772-0%48

Taipefs most authentic Irish pub, Thursday:
funk, sl and jazz, trfo Bpm to 11pm. Fri-
days: Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to

,,,,,,

midnight. Saturdays: hoise band NEVERMIND
plays rowdy rack covers, t0pm to 1am. Sum-
&y Jaxx trio led by New Orleam nattve
Abe Kenyata, 4om to 7pm. No cover charge
* wThe Wall

(am)

BY, 200, Sec 4, Ronsevelt Rd' ({L7HRUNTERERY
B 200 3% B1)

Ph: (02)2778-9774

Wb : wonw. the-wall. com. tw

Capacity: 500 people

to watch. Sat, Dec 13:

funk, folk and Dluegrass with THE ANGLERS
(who are releating a CD ot this show), SMOK-
ING CONES, and ASS9.

% Underworid

T

Shihda Rd., No. 45(:LITTNFARE 45 B0)

fh: (02) 2363-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club and the smoky,
wheezing heart of Taipefs indie rock scene.

$300.

Sawrdays: C1U8 75 has a3 latin band and
some Shtsa 2

75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipel (#iL7H
B EEs AR 75 )

a cozy lounge with a plenty of
hardwood dance floor does a hopping ssise
night from Spm to 1am, NTS300.

81, 12, Sec 2, Fuhsing § Rd (&L M MiHIR
ZE 12881

Sundays: BROWN SUGAR (see jazz clubs)
Latin band and salsa dancing from 9:30pm to
1am. Mirdimum charge NT$38D « 10%.

For more information, $e6 www.taipeisalss.
com.

* T

NYNY Live Restaurant Tango Milonga

IF, 180, Sec 4, Nanking E Rd (near the in-
tersection of Kuangfu N Rd - &It WROR
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Liney
5F, 20, Sec 4, Chunghstan € Rd, Taipel (4t
i ERNOSIEL 201 MAK)
Ph: (02) 2772-1000
Capactty: 2000
Teipets mega-club, pisying hip hop, RE3
mainsyeem mixes in the Galleria main ball-

2

room, trance, house and progressive In the
Lots room, and other forms depending on
which spectal guest 18 in town. A full idtchen
wrver dinney until 9pm. No sandeis o
flip-Nops. Thursdays: Salsa O-lux (see Social

: NT$800, women get in

i

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 118, Sec 4,
Rd, Taiped(f2 LTV /\ DR 4 5 (38 4K 12 )
Ph: (02) 3762-1289
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Msll, 17F, No 13B, Sec 4, Pateh
(AT /A ERY 4 2 130 5 12 D)
) 3762-1600
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nordmic view of Talpel from the top of
Core Pacdific Malt, R atracts a crowd
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Purple
1F, 182, Sec 4, Nanjing E Rd (#7ALH@i (IS
PRI 182 3% 1F)
Ph: 2577-7959
Redident DSs Tiger and Stone spin propres-

men NT$700, womsn NT $500
ays.
*Raxy 99
B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipel (&2
AL QLLMRE 2 K2 218 B2 BY)
(oz) 2381

- Under the Shi bridge (REALTHNT & 1LH
=K 70 M B1 G AW EWT)

Ph: (02) 2536-7095

* Texoumnd
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Bt, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipef (f2
LTS 1 £ 208 B 81)

Ph: (02) 2700-6535 N

A hip bar for a hip crowd and &pecially

K'MAS Tima
s Hat POTE Thima
Loed Hme for Borgeining




* Ziga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipel, 2 Sungshou Rd.,
Taipei (HUEAMRME - ALTHERS 2 45)

Ph: (02) 2720-1234

House bands from the international circuit
play to a crowd of well dressed hotel guests,
expats and local women demurely sipping ex-
pensive cocktails. Monday to Wednesday: NT
$350. Thursday to Saturday: NT $600. Closed
Sundays.

Classical

* Lee Bao-Chun at His Best
HrR B2 FERIT AR

Dec 4 to 7 at 7:30pm

Novel Hall (Wi%%%), near the corner of Sung-
shou Rd (FA3:M4) and Sungchih Rd (FA%Y)
Tickets: NTS500 to 1200 through ERA outlets
Lee Bao-chun, an wetl known performer with
credits at New Yorks Lincoln Center and other
internationally known venues, takes the stage
for a series of new interpretations of Beijing
dramas. He joins Taipei's New Theatre Group
(B4t #riglil) and the National Guoguang The-
atre (BTN BIE) to create the perfor-
mances. The series is as follows:

Dec 4: At Fortress Chu-Lien {Ekiiiss s

Dec 5: Lu Wen-Lung, the Deceived Hero {/\ kg }
Dec 6: Mi Heng at the Drum JRISREETY 5 A
Daughter's Petition, (B2 3¢ » and Capturing
Kao Deng{feimzt )

Dec 7: Sung Chiang & Yen Hsi-Chiao {&RERLY
* Dragon Dance

Sat, Dec 6 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (@%(Lgﬁﬂr)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&bifidIUTE
& 21 Z15R)

Tickets: NT$300 to 500

A large traditional Chinese orchestra plays
symphonic-style compositions based on Chinese
folk meledies, especially those themed around
the Oragon Dance. The conductor is Wang
Fu-jlan of the Central Music conservatory Folk
Orchestra in Beijing. Performance witl heavily
feature percussion, notably that of Wang
Jian-hua.

* Emmanuel Pabud

Berliner Barock Solisten

Sun, Dec 7 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (EYSE4E0E)

Tickets: NT$400 to 2500

The Berliner Barock Solisten is one of the
worlds foremost Baroque ensembles. Em-
manuel Pahud, the principal flutist for the
Berlin Phitharmonic Orchestra, is the featured
soloist. All works to be performed are from
the Baroque pericd, wncluding the seasonally
apt Christmas Concerto of Corelli. Other
pieces will be by Telemann, Vivaldi, and J.S.
Bach.

*Liu Meng-chieh Piano Recital
Thurs, Dec 11 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (BIZE L)

Tickets: NT$300 to 1500

Liu Meng-chih's career was off to a prodigious
start when he found himself performing regu-
larly with the Philadelphla Orchestra in his
early 20s. But a rare muscular disease struck,
completely paralyzing him and nearly itling
him. Since he has fully recovered and is now
performing again. He will play works by
Chopin, Brahms, Rachmaninov, and Godowsky.
* Memorial Concert for Henry

Mazer

Sat, Dec 13 at 7:30pm

National Concert Hall (B85 4208)

Tickets: NT$350 to 1500

The Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra plays this
tribute which includes works by Mozart, Bruch,
and Tchaikovsky.

- 3] N
% Golden Horse Film Festival
Nov 27 to Dec 12
Warner Village (3t#180% 321%), 18 Sungshou
(bThIREEHE 18 %)
web: www.goldenhorse.org.tw
Tickets: NTS$200 at the door or through ERA
outlets
Asia’s oldest film festival and by far the
biggest festival in Taiwan, the 2003 Golden
Horse includes more than 200 screenings of
forelgn films, a retrospective of films from its
40 year history, a competition section includ-
ing fitms from all over the mandarin speaking
world, and other special sections. By the time
the festivat starts about one-third of the 250
plus screenings will be sold out. The schedule
is long and complicated and available in two
separate books or catalogues. The first, in full
color, contains information on international
fitms and is avallable at Eslite bookstores for
NT$10. The second has details of the Retro-
spective and Competition sections and is avail-
able for free at Eslite or at the theater. (For
articles dealing with the festival see p17 and
p15 of this edition. Also, see FNAC - Hsinyi
below for a photo exhibition connected to the
festival.)

* wYasujiro Ozu Film Festival

Dec 9 to 26 at Spot - Taipei Film House (Y&E%
HibE ), 18, Sec 2, Chungshan N Rd,

and

Taipei (zEATHPLCER R 18 55)

Dec 13 to 26 at Shin Shin (FR/RSLIEEZIL), 247
Linshen N Rd, Taipei (& dvribffishlg 247 4%)
Tickets: NTS180 at the theater or in advance
through Acer outlets

Yasujiro Ozu began making films in the sitent
era, and like Charlie Chaplin, resisted the
sound fitm for as long as he could. He also
resisted color flm, but made his mark on
both formats. His films began to be appreciat-
ed outside of Japan only at the end of his
life. Now, on the 100th anniversary of his
birth, the SPOT hosts this festival featuring
the 35 fitms by Ozu that have survived (he
made a total of 54). It also includes a few
works from two of his later contemporaiies,
Kenji Mizoguchi and Mikio Naruse, and Wim
Wender's documentary on Ozu, Tokyo Ga

;&"H‘

Museums

* Museum of Contemporary
Arts {[MOCA|), Taipei

(& LR HUERITER)

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei (&1L 103 k [B]k
BRI 39 %)

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www,mocataipel.org

Closed until early 2004.

% National Museum of History
(B L AYIRE)

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei (&b REETRS 49 4%)

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

THE MIRACULOUS WORLD OF MASTER CHANG'S
SCULPTURE ARTWORKS, through December 7.

% % National Palace NMuseum
(B 7 b e )

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Talpei (&:lbiti L4kl
EER IR 2158)

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

THE LAND IMMORTAL: IMAGES OF FAMOUS
MOUNTAINS IN CHINA, an exhibition that (ooks
not only at mountains that served as famous
sources of inspiration to Chinese painters, but
also traces the history of mountain landscape
painting from the 10th century and into the
20th. The painters of the early Sung tried to
attain a sort of realism; those of the late
Sung infused an almost spiritual quality; the
Yuan saw energetic brushwork and abstraction,
as did part of the Ming; and the Ching drew
influence from a diversity of historical styles.
Through Dec 25. PRECIOUS LIFE: TRADITIONAL
CHINESE MEDICAL TREATISES. Through Dec 25.
RECORDS OF STORIES AND EVENTS: PAINTINGS
AS ILLUSTRATIONS OF NARRATIVE. Through Dec
25.

* % Taipei Fine Arts Museum
(= 3hh AT ER)

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei (IL.Aidpl
ER=RR 181 58)

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

THE EXPERIMENTAL SIXTIES: AVANT-GARDE ART
IN TAIWAN: The promotion of Western thought
came in vogue in the Taiwanese art world of
the 1960's, bringing American abstract expres-
sionism and existentialism into a clash with
realism, Through Dec 7.

VACUUM: A SOLO EXHIBITION BY LIN
TSAI-HSUAN. Through Dec 7.

THE COSMIC GARDEN Il: SOLO EXHIBITOIN BY
HUANG CHENG-JEN is comprised of Huangs
seaside photographs of driftwood and ship an-
chors, being repeated and pieced together in-
to concentric circles in a hanging sculptural
installation. Through Dec 7.

GUNTHER UECKER: MAN'S INHUMANITY - This
exhibit displays 17 installation sculptures by
German artist Gunther Uecker as well as a
film showing the artist's creative process.
Uecker used nails as media and exptored basic
themes such as; aggression, hurt, destroy.
Through Jan 11. TRAVEL AROUND THE CITY, an
educational exhibit planned by the Children's
Workshop of the Centre Pompidou in France
for children 6-12, as well as their parents,
through Dec 14.

PARTS OF TOYS, a solo exhibition by Lai Chi-
u-chen, Dec 13 to Feb 15. DOMAINS - CON-
TEMPORARY ISRAELI DESIGN. Modem Israeli de-
sign originated in the handicrafts of the kib-
butz, or collective farm, lifestyle forced upon
the new settlers in Israel before World War Il
This exhibit melds the traditional with the
modern, using various media and diverse ex-
pression to strengthen the simplicity of spirit.
Works include individualized designs, impromp-
tu designs and modular combinations as well
as functional items like furniture and utensils.
Dec 13 to Feb 15,

Galleries

* FNAC Hsinyi

6F, 11 Sungshou Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 8712-0331

40 YEARS OF GOLDEN HORSE AND LESLIE CHE-
UNG, a collection of photographs spanning all

Odds & Ends

BY DAVID FRAZIER

THE DEMISE of Tower Records in Taiwan was probably best
summed up by web bulletin board post that read, "For the last ten
years Tower has been my favorite record store (even though I never
bought anything there before yesterday, and that will probably be the
last time)." The post was made on November 10, shortly after all
CDs in all Tower Records stores saw a drastic, unannounced
markdown of 50%. Taiwan's final Tower locations (Chunghsiao E Rd
and Hsimenting) are scheduled to close on December 21.

Tower's shutdown process started in October, when 30% sales
began. Then came last month's half-off sale, and from the beginning
of December all remaining inventory is priced at 30% of its original
price. "Within a day of the 50% sale, all the electronic music was
gone," said one source at the store. Visiting a few days ago, aside
from a few Right Said Fred discs, I didn't see much left (though I
would say the Chunghsiao location has slightly better selection if
anyone's still interested).

Tower has not made any public announcements that it is closing,
but the decision was made relatively suddenly. Since opening its first
store in Hsimenting in January 1992, Tower has operated at six
locations in Taiwan (the four not yet mentioned are Hsinchu,
Taichung, and Shihlin and Hsinyi in Taipef). The most recent was the
Taichung store, which was opened this summer and is now already
closed. Employees say that directives to start the sales came in
sudden, unexplained memos from top management (though they also
said, "we pretty much knew"). When I tried to call Tower's general
manager, Noddy Hsiao, for three consecutive days this week, he was
consistently "not in."

One Tower employee I found who was willing to talk said reasons
behind the supcrstorc's downfall were "pimcx, downloading, and
low-priced competition." First, competition. CDs by foreign artists at
Tower often cost between NT$500 and 800, a price tag well above
the locally more acceptable NT$400 to 500 range that was supposed
to bear the costs of Taiwan's best selecdon of music. Of Tower's six
stores, "some made money, others didn't," he said.

Another explanation he mentioned is the mainstream nature of the
local market. Over the last decade more than half of all CD sales
have been by local artsts (mostly mando-pop stars), and the people I
talked to, including those at Tower, other record stores, and big five
music companies, doubt that any other major stores like HMV or
Virgin will show much interest in Taiwan once Tower is gone. "For
Taiwan one Tower is enough,” said record store owner Wu Yi-jun
(@EE%). (Here it should also be noted that Tower's local problems
had nothing to do with those of the US-based chain, which claims to
be suffering from Internet piracy. Tower Taiwan has been
independent of its erstwhile parent for about two years.)

To piracy. The International Federation of the Phonographic
Industry (IFPI), which fights for major record companies' rights
around the world, has statistics that show shrinking music sales and
growing piracy in Taiwan in recent years. In 1997, domestic music
sales were 47 million CDs for NT$12 billion. In 2002 that had
dwindled to 17 million CDs for under NT$5 billion. During the same
period, they estimate that pirated CDs have gone from 17% of the
market to 47%. Downloaded music has locally been a phenomenon
of the last two vears, and the IFPI's Taiwan branch claims effects,
though they are harder to measure. In the last two years it has filed
lawsuits against both locally based file sharing services (Kuro and
Ezpeer) as well as some of their users. The IFPI's argument is that
piracy, be it disc printers or downloaders, is strangling and killing the
local music industry - which is an interesting point for the
government to consider if it wants to export more A-mei's to China
in the future.

But like most "serious” music enthusiasts, I'm not much worried
about more A-mei's. The death of Tower however, has inspired a
certain reticence, and makes me wonder for the first time whether
the big record companies I hate are a necessary to produce the
mid-tier bands I love (here and elsewhere). My other hope is that
low level networks will spring up to fill the gap, but then again, I
don't have as much faith in the Internet as 1 used to.
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40 years of the Golden Horse fitm festival and
also paying tribute to Leslie Cheung, the Hong
Kong actor who committed suicide earlier this
year. Also, it's just across the sireet from the
movie theater where all the Golden Horse films
are showing, Through Dec 7.

* FNAC - Asia World
337, Sec 3, Nanjing E Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 8712-0331

PETER LOUGHREY: FOREVER YESTERDAY, jour-
nalistic-style photographs that (ook at the peo-
ple of China and how they adhere to tradition
in the face of modernization. Through Dec 11.
* Hong Gah Museum

(FRER 2E1l588)

5F, 260 Dayeh Rd, Taipei (Gt ASFE 26055 5F)
Ph: (02)2894-2272

SIMULATION: THE POETICS OF IMAGING IN THE
TECHNOLOGY AGE is a group show curated by
Jason Wang (00king at the Incredible environ-
ment of images we now live in and its conse-
quences on society and art.  Artisis include
Hung Dung-tu and Lin Shin-yt who rely heavily
on digital media and a produce works with a
techy feel, Through Dec 28,

* % IT Park Art Gallery

(FEBAR)

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Tafpel (1LHIRERT 4055 2-3 48
Ph: (02) 2507-7243

64 DISCOURSES ON LOVE IN THE ERA OF SARS,
a group show including the works of 64 artists
on the aforementioned topic. Nov 29 o Dec 27.
* % TIVAC

(5 5 R AR AT L)

1F, 29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei (104 54t
TR 45 & 29 &% 118)

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

PORTRAITS (IN TIME) is organized by Andreas
Walther, a German curator and cntic who last
year put together an extremely interesting
show on video and photography at TFAM. This
show, he writes, "is moving in the field be-
tween photography, holography, and video and
thereby Introduces cealtime-bound (video),
time-bound (holography) and non-time-bound
(photography) media.” Individual works, mean-
while, deal “with the topic of portrait™ and its
relation to “ human existence and identity.”
Artists and works are as follows: THE POETRY
OF SKIN by Chang Xing Yu, e-MOTION by Melita
Dahl, AUSSCHLUPFEN by Cloudia Fettmer, VOR
DEM GERICHT/THE TRIAL by Beate Geissler &
Oliver Sann, STECKBRIEFE 1996-97 by Susanna
Schonberg, DAILY TRAIL by Cony Theis, and
VIDEOPORTRAITS by Andreas Walther. Through
Dec 4.

PEINTUREPHOTOMTRIQUE is an exhibition by lo-
cal photographer Chou Yi-wu, who relies on
darkroom skitls (such as, but not necessarily,
solarization) to give his black and white pho-
tographs a more subjective and painterly quali-
ty. The 40-year-old recently found his inspira-
tion while in France. Subject matter relates to
natural scenes and details. Dec & to 25.

* New Idea Dance

Fri, Nov 28 and Sat, Nov 29 at 7:30pm, Nov
29 and 30 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre
(H®BE1B)

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei (&It IIFEE
212 15%)

Tickets: NTS400

The short dance pieres were selected for this
series through a competition that awarded per-
formance space to nine choreographers, five
men and four women. Criterla for selection
was an innovation in modern dance. This first
weekend groups the male choreographers with:
Wang Wei-mings “Solitary”, Sun Chuo-tsals 8",
Cheng Tsung-lungs “Appearances’, Choud Shu-f's
“Ebbtide”, and Lin Chih-bin’s "Flirt.”

* New Idea Dance II

Fr, Dec 5 and Sat, Dec 6 at 7:30pm, Nov &
and 7 at 2:30pm

Experimental Theatre of the National Theatre

(EEREE)

Tickets: NT$400

The short dance pieces were selected for this
series through a competition that awarded per-
formance space 1o nine choreographers, five
men and four women. Cnterla for setection
was an innovation in modem dance. This, the
second weekend, of the New Idea Dance series
groups works by the four women: Chen Yi-jing's
“Transcendent Light 1 1/2°, Lin Hsiang-hsius
"Wait For Mel", Dominigue Yen's “The Box", and
Cho Ting-chu's “Broken.”

*Happy Prince 2

Fri, Dec 5 to Sun, Dec 7 at 7:30pm and Dec &
and 7 at 2:30pm

National Theatre

Tickets: NTS$300 to 1800

After making waves earlier this year at the
Hong Kong Arts Festival, this Oscar Wilde in-
spired production comes to Talwan, where it
becomes a collaboration between its original
creator, Hong Kong's Edward Lam Dance The-
atre, and Taiwan's Performance Workshop (see
Mumble Jumble above). Much is drawn from
Wilde's Happy Prince, though here the critique
applies to the manners and hypocrisies of mod-
em day Hong Kong. The performance itself
combines the three languages of mandann,
Cantonese, and  English, expressing  the
city-state’s unique hybrid culture.

* * Hymne aux fluers qui

passent

Fri, Dec 12 and Sat, Dec 13 at 7:30pm and 14
at 2:30pm

National Theatre

Tickets: NTS300 to 1200

This dance performance was first produced in
2000 by the Legend Lin Dance Theater, which
is headed by local choreographer Lin Lee-chen,
It went on to win acclaim in Europe at festi-
vals inCluding the 2000 Blennial of Dance in
Lyorns, France and the Festival de Otono in
Madrid, Spain.

*Taipei Eye

(=ALEUH)

Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8pm.
Taiwan Cement Hall (& &4 HEE), 113, Sec
2, Chungshan N Rd, Talpel(&itrhishilibrs —E8
113 5%)

Ph: {02) 2568-2677

Tickets: NT$880

A tourist-oriented theater in Taiwan for tradi-
tional styles of Chinese performance.

Thurs, Dec 4 to Sat, Dec 6: Puppet theatre -
Red Boy of Journey to the West, by the Hslao
Hsi Yuan Puppet Theatre; and Choice Beijing
Opera of the Season by the Fuhsing Chinese
Opera Troupe of the National Taiwan Junfor
College of Performing Arts.

Dec 11 to 27: Puppet Theatre - Red Boy of
Joumey to the West by the Hsiao Hsi Yuan
Puppet Theatre, and Cholce Beljing Opera of
the Season by the Taipei Liyuan Chinese Opera
Theater.

w: (i)
Sports

* Football

RED LIONS def SHINZAI 3-2

Businessmans League (Nov 30, Baillin Bridge,
Taipei): The Red Lions retained third place in
the (eague after beating Shinzai who held
fourth place before the game started with an
exciting 3-2 win at Bailin Bridge. The Lions
went behind 1-0 after a goalkeeping error, but
Andy Rooney fired the Lions level before half-
time. New signee Richie Fisher put the Lions a-
head but then, a strange refereeing decision on
a comer gave Shinzai a penalty to equalize.
The Lions applied heavy pressure on the Shin-
zai goal and sealed a victory when Nick
Alexander cracked home the winner five min-
utes from the end - report by Red Roar.
Contact: www.redljonsfc.com or

Tony - 0958469131
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Flat out in Shanghai

BY WINO PETE

OVER THE last month, I have been
flac out like a lizard drinking (well, flac
out drinking) as 1 have researched dozens
of bars in Shanghai. A first batch of
reviews is below, with more on the way.
They are in no particular order, but all
these establishments have received
Winopete's seal of approval. If you're after
Taipei news, check the last two items.

LONG BAR (Shanghai Centre, 1376
Nanjing West Rd)

Sexy models, a great happy hour, good
food, decent service, TV screens and a
great crowd - the Long Bar has it all. Well, almost. The crowd here
is predominantly Power Broker Male Personified. Networking is the
name of the game for many. So where are all the female customers?
Dunno, jack, I'm sdll looking for 'em. Anyway, the Long Bar offers
great value for money and great atmosphere. Standard beers cost
RMB38 a pint (approximately NT$155), while OK house wines are
RMB48 (INT$192) a glass. Leggy model shows are held from 9:30 to
10:00pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. This bar is always
busy. If you're not there by 6pm, it'll be difficult getting a seat at
the bar. When Winopete first pulled up a bar stool in this place 11
years ago, it was the best meeting place in town, and it has
maintained that reputation ever since.

AMBER (184 Maoming South Rd)

For the best zoo in town, head to Maoming South Rd, between
Fuxing Zhong Rd and Yongjia Rd. This is one of the busiest pub
areas in Shanghai seven days a week, with crowds overflowing into
the narrow road on weekends. Chinese punks, foreign punks,
tough-looking he-men, western chicks in frilly shirts, Chinese chicks in
leather mini-skirts, a battalion of beggars, security guards, plods of
policemen and loads of ladies of the night - they're all there. Among
this hotpot of sex, alcohol, and rock n' roll is a classier lounge
bar-type place called Amber, near Yongjia Rd. It has reasonable
prices and they even have Hoegaarden on tap (RMB30/NT$120 for a
smallish glass). Upstairs is a large area for special functions. Worth a
squiz.

O'MALLEY'S (42 Taojiang Rd)

Set in a lovely double-story house dating back to the 1920,
O'Malley’s was opened several years ago by a Kiwi migration agent
ex-Taiwan and was the first Irish bar in town (now there are three,
excluding a very boring hotel Irish bar over Pudong side). It
continues to go from strength to strength under the current
management of the Pig and Whistle Group. Despite no happy hour
and only four seats at the bar, this place is sdll busy most nights.
The food is good, but the dinner menu items are reasonably pricey
with most items RMB70 (NT$280)+. On the entertainment side,
there are TVs and an outside big screen for major sports events. |
also like the evening music; currently Shawn twangs his guitar and
yodels a few tunes, capably supported by Kelly's haunting tones. Bar
staff include a few big, butly Irish lads. Undl a few months ago
there had been a fabulous lawn (you Taipei-dwellers may not know
what a "lawn" is), until the troglodytes from Tipperary dug it up to
make way for more seating. O'Malley’s is a must-see for any drinker
visiting Shanghai.

Now, back to Taipei pub news...

NEW MUSIC AT DAN RYAN'S

Concerted lobbying by a group of Dan's regulars who could no
longer tolerate hearing Frank Smatra for the millionth time has
resulted in a2 new range of music issuing forth from Dan's new
sound system (am still trying to obtain details of what exactly the
new music is though). After the request for new music yet again fell
on deaf ears among Dan's Taiwan-based management (nearly always
reluctant to change anything), the breakthrough only came after this
plucky group of Dan's die-hards approached "Big Mike”, the Hong
Kong-based MD, who subsequently appeared in Taipei with an armful
of new CDs. Well done, fellas.

PLOUGHMAN'S INN/ DV8 UPDATE

David "POTS" TFrazier reports that the Ploughman Inn, just north
of the Ren-ai Circle, has been renovated and that there are
re-opening 2-4-1 specials. That sounds worth a visit to me, Dave.
DF also reports that Cathy, a bartender at DV8 for the last 5 years,
has left and is considering opening up her own place. Since her
departure, the crowds at DV8 have dissipated, with many migrating
way over to Spaceman (420 Ren-ai Rd, near Guangfu), operated by
Cathy's ex-boyfriend. Howz that for good goss? Thanks, Dave.

HAPPY DRINKING!
Lmar! your pub news fo: winopete@ghomman.com
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