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POTS Preview
Bobby Baker: she's one daft mum

THIS TIME the Britsh Council is putting on
something a littde bit experimental. lts World View
series, which begins this Friday with the one woman
show BLobby Baker - Box Story, brings three highly
non-traditional British theatre productions to the
Experimental Theatre of Taipei's National Theatre.

LBox Story features Baker, a middle-aged comedian
who wrings humor out of mundane and womanly
E themes, like motherhood, shopping and health. To
describe the one woman whirling dervish behind the
show, Neil Webb, Arts Manager at the British Council
Taipei, comments: "Dare 1 use the word 'eccentric’? |
' think 1 can." The |1rnducu'nn itself puts Baker on stage
by herself, though she is backed I:\ a "virtual choit”" of
nine. Her main physical props are boxes, which present
both an analogy to the myth of i’:mdom and useful
props for comedy. Box Stor plays Friday through
Sunday.

The other two members of the series are Theatre
Babel's 7Zebans and Roazdmeri! Swectbread by Station
Opera House will follow later this month and in
October. Rare for Taiwan, they're all in Lnglish. Webb
explained that the idea initiated with Taiwan's Chiang
Kai-Shek Cultural Center, a co-sponsor of the series,

British comedienne Bobby Iluker is o mother in disterss. Her most recent and that all performances will have English subtitles.
production, Box Story, comes this weekend. PHOTO: BRSH COUNCL WP (See Stage i the Listings,) - LDavid Frazer

A 9/11 Documentary

THE 2003 PEACE FILM FESTIVAL offers ten
films on war by directors ranging from Werner Herzog
to local filmmakers from Taiwan. It runs from
September 12 to 19 at the Spot - Taipei Film House.
The opening film, 770907 Scptember 77, is a doozy,
and it only shows once. For it French producer Alain
Bragand recruited 11 directors from around the world,
cach of which produced an 11 minute segment on the
trade center attacks. Those directors include Sean Penn,
Ken Loach, Youssef Chahine, Shohei Imamura and
others. The most remarked upon segment is probably
that of Mexican director Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu.
His 11 minutes of a mostly a black screen offer a
means, as one reviewer noted, to reaccess the tragedy
because it "deprives us of images, those that were
shown ad nauseam." What Inarritu provides instead are
sounds, those of bodies hitting the ground, those of
last phone calls, those from inside the buildings as they
collapse. Admission to this and other films is free, but
you may have to line up ecatly. (see Film in the

fistings DF Mexicon direcor Inomritu vses o black screen and sounds of the the
istings.) - World Trode Center disaster. PHOTO: PEACE FILM FESTIVAL

Ahoy! Dinghy Races!

2 5 LAST YEAR the Hualien County Government

. i { launched a new type of tourism initiative for Taiwan, a
QS ] regatta. Unlike most of Taiwan's ideas for coastal

T g tourism, lame ideas that tend to destroy natural beauty
with jet skis, litter and hotel developments, this meet
of at least 23 sailing clubs brought together a group
that's both active and environmentally friendly. While
the event's publicity campaign didn't accomplish much,
the event itself was well organized and well run and
the scenery is magnificent. The regatta's official title is
the East Coast Tourism Cup Invitational and it comes
into its second year this week. Races will take place
from Thursday to Sunday (September 11 to 14) at
Haulien's Coast Park EZNE). The park is located
directly east of downtown Hualien, and the regatta is
at the park's north end, near Hualien Harbor. Sailing
classes include Lasers, Optimist Class (for the kids) and
ar least five classes of windsurfers including an open
class. For more information or to register, call Lai
Yung-hsuan: 0933-797-787. - L2/

L
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Listings

i
Rock and Jazz Clubs

* % Aliang and Friends

15, Alley 15, Lane 345, Sec 4, Ren-ai Rd,
Taipei

Ph: (02) 2775-2505

Cozy and a little secret, Aliang has been
home to the art crowd since they closed
the bar at IT Park. Fridays: ASHLEY'S
TRIO. Saturdays: LEE YUAN RUS BELLY
DANCE and JAZZI AND BLUES [MPROV.
Performances from 11pm. Mo cover.

* Blue Note

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipei's oldest jazz bar.
Performances at least five nights a week.
Sundays and Mondays: open jams, no
cover. Tuesdays: JIVE STEAKS, a jazz
quartet plus a wvocalist. Wednesdays:

CHI-BIN AND KAI-YA DUET, featunng
Chi-bin on violin and Kai-ya on piano.

Thursdays: NEW DECISION JAZZ BAND, an
ensemble led by a Japanese expatriate.
Fridays: METAMORPHOSIS. Saturdays: JIVE
STEAKS. Mightly from 9:30pm, NTS$250.

* Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei

Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with
live jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental
jazz from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT
$380 + 10% service charge, Tues to Thurs:
jazz with female vocalist from 9:30pm,
minimum charge NT 5380 + 10%. Fri and
Sat: jazz with female vocalist from 9:
30pm, minimum charge NT 5550 + 10%.
Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing,
minimum charge NTS$380 + 10%.

* Cafe Lounge 808

Chunghwa Rd., Sec. 1, No. 152, &F

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the
Hsimenting

location of Apa, Taipeis best rock music
studio. Fri, Sep 12: ECHO and PERIQUE,
9pm, NT5250. Sat, Sep 13: 1976, one of
the bigger second generation rock bands of
Taipei's underground rock movement, 9pm,
NTS250. Fri, Sep 19: YA-TAO, MOFO and
SHIHLITI, 9pm, NT §250. Sat, Sep 20:
YAO-YAQ-CHI and ALICHINO, 9pm, Nt$250.
* % Citizen Cain

67 Dongfung St, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Tuesdays: Jazz Jam, an open session, from
9pm. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open mic
night, from 9pm. Mo cover.

*x Club 75

75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02)2836-8910

A relaxed bar/lounge in Tienmu. Wednes-
days: live Latin jazz. Fridays: live jazz.
Saturdays: live Latin music that has lately
been drawing a salsa dance crowd. Open
noon to 3am.

* * Peshawar

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian
setting. Sat, Sep 13: ASS9, a large family
style bluegrass band with everything but ‘ol
Uncle Earl blowin' on a jug. Sat, Sep 20:
KANG-DEH & THE BUSY MIND. Shows start
at 8:30pm. Admission: NT 5250 with one
drink included.

* Riverside Music Cafe

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelt Rd,
Taipei

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan
area. Fri, Sep 12: Fusion Jazz Night with
the KU LING-CHING JAZZ BAND, Sat, Sep
13: R.A.Y. BAND. Sun, Sep 14: CHIHLI PO-
SUl and SIX WINMGED ANGEL present an
evening of thrash metal. Mon, Sep 15:
Open Jam. Tues, Sep 16: SO WHAT and
HAl ER, alternative rock. Thurs, Sep 18,
KISS & TELL and CELLULOID, alternative,
though Celluloid's sound can be a dead
ringer for Southern rock. Fri, Sep 19:
DELTA OM THE MAIN STREET, jazz. Sat,
Sep 20: KUOSHIH and OUT OF CONTROL, a
hard rock party. Sun, Sep 21: RED 23, a
multi-genre band, and MONDAY CLUB, new

generation jazz. All shows begin at 9:
30pm, NT§250.



- * The Shannon

46 Tunhwa N Rd, Taipei
(02) 2772-094
S 1 authentic sh pub. Thursdays:

J.‘llflk soul and j 8pm to 11pm. Fri-
= days: Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to
3 midnight. Saturdays: house band NEVERMIND
)! plays rowdy roc covers, 10pm to 1am. SL_ir--
4 jazz trio by New Orleans native
« Abe Kenyata, 4pm to 7pm. No cover charge.
-4 * Underworlid

4 Shihda Rd., No. 45

Ph: (0Z) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club and the smoky,
beating heart of Taipei’s indie rock scene.
Fifty people and the place is packed. Live
music on weekends from 10pm to midnight.
Cover varies.

* Witches Pub

Hsinsheng 5. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7
Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore. Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Thurs, Sep 11, 9:
30pm: DUNG YUN-CHANG'S guitar meets WU
GE'S vocals for a night of old style rock.
Fri, Sep 12, 9:30pm: YEH SHU-JUN, a fiery
female vocalist. 5at, Sep 13: HU DEH-FU, an
aboriginal rights activist and singer-poet of
Taiwan's Bunun Tribe. Mon, Sep 15: MUSIC
SLAM, bring your instrument and jam, from
8:30pm. Thurs, Sep 18: CHANG CHIE, a fe-
male performer with a theatrical acoustic
guitar and a mellow voice. Fri, Sep 19:
SHENG DONG THEATRE, combining voice,
strange instruments, hand drums and belly
dancing. 5at, Sep 20: MANGO RUN, folk rock
with female vocals. Admission to all shows:
NTS250, one drink included.

Dance Parties

* % RE.V.EVOLUTION.5

Sat, Sep 13

Golden Plaza 19F, 105 Jiankuo Rd, Taichung
Tickets: NTS$500 at the door, NTS400 before
midnight

Chi Funk's top DJs, artists & performers re-
unite one last time, for a very special
evening of muzic, art & fun at one of their
favorite party spots, the Golden Plaza, the
tall building with the space needle across
from the Taichung Train Station. The party
is themed Heaven and Hell and includes four
separate music areas and two main stages.
Heaven is in the revolving space needle
restaurant, but it's only open until 2am.
Then only Purgatory and Hell remain. The
lineup in Purgatory is: Caddywampus (hip
hop), Lux Live (live hip Hop/MC act), K Fan-
cy (funky house), DJ Saucey (funky house),
DJ Tom (funky house.techno) and Rainbowar-

(progressive house.trance), In Hell it's:
D ({progressive breaks), SunDance Kid
sast breaks), K Fancy (funky breaks),
sy (funky breaks) and DJ BHereMow
(reggae redemption set). Ant, best of luck in
the great beyond.

Dance Clubs

* 2F

Hoping W. Rd., Sec. 1, No. 15

Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Taipei's largest disco and a frequent host to
well known DJs from around the world.
Wednesdays: Escape Sling, Groovy House and
UK 2-Step Garage. Ladies get in free and
drink specials for men. NTS300. Fridays: Fri-
day Night Allstar Party by The Loop. Tech-
no, house, breaks and trance until 7:30am.
NTS$550 + 1 Drink, NTS350 before midnight.
Saturdays: Summer Loop. House, breaks, pro-

gressive, trance and hard dance until 7:
30am. NTS600 + 1 drink,NTS400 before mid-
night.

* Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19
building just next to Warner Village. Sunday
through Thursday: lounge nights, no cover.
Fridays and Saturdays: NT$500.

* Eden
10-11F, No 98, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd,
Taipei

Ph: (02) 6638-9988
Take an elevator to the 10th floor, then

waltz nto Eden’s cozy chic.

* Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacif-
ic mall is also owned by its sister next
door, Plush, but the crowd is younger and
the music is more electronic. Sunday through
Thursday, no cover. Fridays and Saturdays,
NTS500 w/ drink. Fri, Sep 12: Lady J pre-
sents LUMAR FLIGHT with DJS PHIFTY-PHIVE
(hip hop), K FANCY (house), EDMUND (break-
beat) and FUNKSTAR (drum 'n bass), NTS$500
w/ drink. Sat, Sep 13: RETRO PARTY with
DJs STEVEN, PHILLIP and CHARLES, NTS$500
w/ drink.

* Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh
Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a
panoramic view of Taipei from the top of
the Core Pacific Mall, it attracts a crowd
with elements of the stylish, the youngish
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and the overseas Chinese, Pop varieties of
electronic and hip hop on the sound system.
Sunday to Tuesday and Thursdays: minimum
charge NTS350. Wednesdays: women get in
free for Ladies' Night. Fridays and Saturdays:
NTS700.

* Room 18

B1, Mo 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner
Village complex)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Home to Taipeis A-crowd, sneak into the
VIP room and you may find yourself in with
some bona fide glitterati. Music ranges from
hip hop to techno and out of town heavies
have graced the turntables for special par-
ties. Wednesdays: women get in free of
Ladies’ Might, men NTS$500. Fridays and Sat-
urdays: men NTS700, women NTS500. Sat,
Sep 13: ONEPHATDEEVA RECORDINGS, a new
UK label (see Siro, Sep 11). Closed other
days.

* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan 5 Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first
stop on the weekend party train for Taipei's
downtown expats. The huge CD collection
plays mostly rock and now there's a small
dance floor. Peak hours on weekends are
9pm to 1am. Weekdays: free. Fridays and
Saturdays: NTS$300. No entry without 1D,

* Roxy Vibe

B1, No 69, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei

Ph; (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing
from 1am to 7am on weekends where any-
thing could happen. This late night (and of-
ten last) stop on the party express offers
music that's a bit dancier than at its sister
club (Roxy 99), but the Vibe is still mostly
rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and holidays
only: NTS300. No entry without |D.

* Siro

B1, No 70, Sec 2, Hsinsheng N Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 2536-7895

Fri, Sep 12: OMNEPHATDEEVA RECORDINGS, a
new UK label set up earlier this year by
Producer/Remixer and DJ, ATFC comes to
Taiwan with DEFECTED IN THE HOUSE. The
label is responsible for top forty chart suc-
cesses such as, &7 & Out of My Lire, Bad
MHabrit and Slegp Jadk The DJ lineup in-
cludes: ATFC, ERIC-CHANG and ALEX 36.

* Texound

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2546-7708

Dark lights and heavy trance for a commit-
ted nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also
finds a home here with the third Friday of
every month slated for a Q-gender gala. Fri-
days: open 1ipm to 9am, NT$500. Satur-

__days: open 11pm to 10am, NTS600.

*TU

. B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

= Ph: (02) 2704-7290

" A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to
" hang by the bar, Hip hop is a house special-

y, but DJs frequently jump genres, playing

techno-house. As long as it's dancey. Sundays

& and Tuesdays: NTS$200. Wednesday to Satur-

ay: NTS300.

1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing S Rd, Taipei

h: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip crowd and especially
popular with the overseas Chinese set. On

* Saturdays the club lives up to its initials,

VS, with Fight Night, where patrons put on

 the gloves and box more to prove studliness

than to get the free beer. Weekdays: NT
$300. Fridays and Saturdays: NT$500.

| xZiga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipei,
Taipei
Ph: (02) 2720-1234

2 Sungshou Rd.,

TE:)({.'.}(JI'ID

VICTOR
DERONE

3y to a crowd of well dressed hotel
expats and local women demurely
sipping expensive cocktails. Monday to
Wednesday: NT$350. Thursday to Saturday:

NTS600. Closed Sundays.

Classical

* Moon Festival Concert by
the China

National Orchestra of Shanghai

7:30pm, Thurs, Sep 11

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS300 to 1000

Established in 1952, the ++China Mational Or-
chestra of Shanghai++ is one of China's best
traditional orchestras, featuring well known
soloists on the er-hu and bamboo flute.

* Dardykin vs. Taiwan

Soloist

7:30, Mon, Sep 15

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NT$200 to 800

ALEXANDER DARDYKIN plays the grand piano
to the accompaniment of a local chamber
orchestra. Works to be performed by Corelli,
Mozart, Hayden, Sibelius and Britten.

* Romantic Mood from Rus-
sia

7:30, Wed, Sep 17

Mational Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS200 to NTS1500

Local musicians perform works by Rachmani-
nov and Tschaikovsky.

* Boris Berezovsky Piano

Recital

7:30, Thurs, Sep 18

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS$300 to 1500

BORIS BEREZOVSKY makes his first appear-
ance in Taiwan with his highly acclaimed in-
terpretation of Rachmaninov and an innova-
tive approach to Mussorgsky's <<Pictures at
an Exhibition=>. During the latter perfor-
mance, Russian artist Olga Pluzhnikova will
project paintings inspired by Mussorgsky's
compositions. Berezovsky won the gold
medal at the 1990 International Tschaikovsky
Competition in Moscow and is hailed as the
successor to a great line of Russian pianists.
His accomplishments are born out by inter-
national appearances and recordings on the
Teldec label.

* NSO on Stage with Vadim
Repin

7:30, Fri, Sep 19

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS300 to NTS1500

Violinist VADIM REPIN collaborates with the
NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (NSOQ) to
present Schostakovich's first violin concerto,
one of the composer's most acclaimed works.
URI MAYER, a frequent NSO guest conductor
will conduct. Other works to be performed
include Schumann's <<Manfred Overture>>
and Elgar's <<Enigma Variations>>,

*+ Wu Man and the National

Chinese Orchestra
7:30, Sat, Sep 20

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei
Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS$300 to 600

WU MAN is one of China's most acclaimed
formers on the pi-pa. Here he joins Taiwan's
NATIONAL CHINESE ORCHESTRA to perform

J
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ancient and traditional songs

* * Peace Film Festival

Spot - Taipei Film House

18, Sec. 2, Chungshan N. Road,
Ph: 02-2511-7786

Sponsored by the Peacetime Foundation of Tai
wan, this festival brings ten films from a tal
ented and international group of directors to
Taipei for one week.

70907 - SEPTEMBER 77 is composed of eleven
11 minute documentaries on the World Trade
Center attacks in New York by directors from
around the world (2002): Fri, Sep 12 at 4pm.
EW7 (), a 12 minute animated film set in
a world of cyborgs by local director Chen
Lung-wei (2002): Sep 14, 16 and 18 at noon.
TME (%), a 10 minute animated film about
an  A-mah's remembrance of war by Chiou
Yu-feng (2000): Sep 15, 17 and 19 at noon. 4
TIME OF ORUNKEN HORSES the story of a Kur-
dish family on the Iran-lraq border and how
their struggle to save the life of their youngest

Taipei

child by director Bahman Ghobadi (2000): Sep
15 at 2Zpm, 16 at noon and Spm, 17 at 9:
15pm, 18 at 7pm. £OGES OF THE LORD , the

story of a Jewish boy hiding with a family of
Catholic peasants in a Nazi occupied Poland by
Yurek Bogazyevicz (2001): Sep 14 at 2pm, 15
at poon, 16 at 7pm, 18 at 9:10pm, 19 at 2pm.
MOWHERE W AFR/C4, true tale of a Jewish
family who flees the Mazi regime in 1938 for a
remote farm in Kenya by Caroline Link (2001,
in English): Sep 14 at 4pm, 15 at 7pm, 17 at
3:10pm, 1B at noon. WAR AMD PEACE, this 165
minute documentary by Anand Patwardhan has
taken at least five prizes at film festivals in In-
dia and abroad. It documents three years of
the India-Pakistan nuclear arms race
(1998-2001), showing both the big picture as
well as details, like the plight of residents liv-
ing near the nuclear test site and the horren-
dous effects of uranium mining on local indige-
nous populations. CHENV TSALAENS NEGHBEORS,
a documentary of the inhabitants of an old
KMT soldiers' village in Taipei before it was de-
stroyed in 1997 by local director Wu Yi-feng
(1996): Sep 14 at noon, 16 at 9:20, 17 at
7pm, 18 at 4:30, 19 at noon, 47 755 FRINGES
OF THE BATTLE AFLD |, a 56 minute documen-
tary of refugees around the Cambodia-Vietnam
border shot in 1985 by local director Lee
Dao-ming (1986): Sep 13 at 7pm,. 15 at 10:10,
17 at 5:45, 18 at 3pm. LE330MS OF DARANESS
, Werner Herzogs 52 minute apocalyptic vision
of the oil well fires in Kuwait after the
Gulf-war of 1992. This film is stylized as sci-
ence fiction, as there is not a single shot in
which you can recognize our planet. Sep 19 at
pm.

Admission to all films is free. The Spot theater
only has 88 seats. Tickets will be issued 30
minutes prior to each showing, limit two per
person.

* * Women Make Waves Film

Festival

Sat, Sep 20 to 26

Majestic Theater

7F, No 116 Hanchung St, Ta

Ph: (02) 2331-2270

Tickets: NTS$150

Web: www.wmw.com.tw

This year the week-long festival will feature
over 50 films and focus on four directors: Hel-
ma Sanders-Brahms, Sally Potter, Janet
Merewether and Yau Ching. Excellent descrip-
tions of all films are available in English on
the event's web site. The complete schedule is
as follows; a " denotes attendance by the di-

rector. 5ep 20: (10:30) Dust, Dim Sum, Papa
Blue, Chase Erase (12:40) Ima, The Moment
(14:50) Dream of the Rest, ' audy Angel, Can |

Kiss You?, Someone Else's Shinjuku East* (17:00)
Diasporama: Dead Air (19:20) No Mercy No Fu-
ture* (23:00) Thriller, London Story. Sep 21:
(10:30) Thriller, London Story (12:50) My Heart
is Mine Alone* (15:30) The Gold Diggers* (18:
00) Ardor* (21:00) Apple Trees. Sep 22: (10:30)
The Gold Diggers, (13:00) G many, Pale Moth-
er (16:00) The Future of Emily* (18:50) Orlan-
do* (21:10) Thriller, London Story* (23:10) Let's
Love Hong Kong. Sep 23: (17:30) Mo Mercy Mo
Future, (13:10) The Tango | «sson (15:50) Dust,

Dim Sum, Papa Blue, Chase Frase* (18:00) Dias-
porama: Dead Air* (20:3( ‘iva Tonal- The
Dance Age ?* (23:00) Oh! auriful Life, The

Strange Land, My Rehearsiiy Marriage, Alice's
Adventures through a Book, MENsquito. Sep 24:
(10:30) Filming Desire: A Journey Through
Women's Cinema (12:30) Mommy, What's Wrong?
, Imagining Place, She Wai  to Talk to You*
(14:50) Apple Trees (18:00) Hammering It Out,
Minime, Opaque I, Here | am!* (20:10) Direc-
tor in Focus "Dir. Janet Merewether™ (22:30)
Collection of British Animations, Mo Seasons’.
Sep 25: (10:30) The Ideal/Na (rra)tion, Flow,
Video, Letter, I'm Starving, Suet-sin’s Sisters
(12:30) Director in  Focus “Dir. Janet
Merewether™ (14:50) Viva Taonal- The Dance
Age ?* (17:20) Filming Desire: A Journey
Through Women's Cinema (19:30) Lets Love
Hong Kong* (22:00) Mommy, What's Wrong?,
Imagining Place, She Wants to Talk to You. Sep

The Moment (12:30) Hammer-
ing It Out, Minime, Opaque Il, Here | am!* (14:
50) Oh! Beauriful Life, The Strange Land, My
Rehearsing Marriage, Alice's Adventures through
a Book, MENsquito® (17:00) The Ideal/Na(rra)
tion, Flow, Video Letter, I'm Starving, Suet-sin's
Sisters* (19:00) Try to Remember* (22:00) The
Future of Emily.

26: (10:30) ima,

* Chinese Romantic Musical -
Butterfly Lovers

Thurs, Sep 11 to Sep 14 at 7:30pm and Sep 13
and 14 at 4pm

National Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NTS400 to 2000

The Dafeng Musical Theatre presents a popular
story about a young girl determined to go a-
gainst her parents’ will and pursue a forbidden
love. The performance is staged with the idea
of forging elements of western opera, musical
and traditional Chinese opera to form a brand
new language to reach contemporary audiences,

* * Bobby Baker - Box Story
Fri, Sep 12 to Sep 13 at 7:30pm and Sep 13
and 14 at 2:30pm

National Theatre, Experimental Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NTS500

The first in a trio of three performances com-
prising World View - British Theatre brought to
Taipei by the British Council, Har Srory is a
one woman show by comedienne Bobby Baker.
Her repertoire draws on subjects such as
health, shopping and motherhood. This perfor-
mance is inspired by the myth of Pandora and
explores a delightful combination of misfortune
and accountability.

* Magic of the Dance

National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall

505, Sec. 4, Ren-ai Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Fri, Sep 12 to 14 at 7:30pm

Tickets: NTS300 to NT$2000

The creators of the internationally famous f{ove’
of the Oance show, Michael Donnollan and
Michael Flatley, * continue to spread the tradi-
tion of Irish dance with their latest show, Afag-
& of the OJance. The show finds its roots in
Ireland, where Donnollan was twice crowned
champion dancer and set a world record in tap
dance, tapping 40 times per second. The new
show takes the name "Magic” for the wonder it
is meant to inspire.

* Slava's Snow Show

Wed, Sep 17 to Sep 21 at 7:30pm and Sep 17,
20 and 21 at 2:30pm

Mational Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NTS$400 to NT$2000

Russian master clown Slava creates a comic
panorama of giant snowballs and frozen land-
scapes. The extravaganza has won raves from
audiences around the world, also taking the
Zime Qut award in 1994 and the Critic's Award
at the 1996 Edinburgh Arts Festival. In 1999
Slava received a lifetime achievement award in
Moscow.

* Theatre Babel - 7/ebans

Fri, Sep 19 and 20 at 7:30pm and Sep 20 and
21 at 2:30pm

National Theatre, Experimental Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NTS$500
Theatre Babel
three UK productions this fall sponsored by the
British Council. << 7hebans> is based on the fa-

mous plays of Sophocles and Euripides, bringing _

together the characters of Oedipus, Jokasta and
Antigone in a unique retelling of myths that
have excited the human imagination for cen-
turies. The troupe's style is visually powerful |
and they use minimalist sets.

--Free Outdoor Events--

* Greenray Theatre - Neckties

and High-heeled Shoes

CKS Square

21-1 Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Thurs, Sep 11 at 7:30pm

A smart, funny musical production about life in
a Chinese office. It premiered in Taiwan in

1994 and won good reviews in the <<1st Beijing
Chinese Theatre Festival>> in Beijing in 1996.
Now it comes to the CKS Plaza for Mid-Autumn
Festival where it will be

erformed for free.

Museums

is the second in a series of |

Wrapping the Wrappers

BE CAREFUL OF AlIS

Proposed condom packaging des;gns IMAGES COURTESY ‘OF HEYSHOW.COM.TW

BY DAVID FRAZIER
THE GOVERNMENT'S safc sex program is getting ready to
buy its annual supply of 3 million condoms. To choose the design
for the 3 million condom packages, they held an open competition
on a web portal for graphic artists, heyshow,com.tw. I stumbled
upon the site after picking up a flyers at a pub that had a2 condom
| in it and advertised the contest.

Now what kind of design is best for marketing condoms? I'm not
sure the competiion provides a fair estimation. More than 300
designs were entered over the last month, including two variations
on a padlocked banana, iguanas making love under fireworks, and
couple of prophylactic-wrapped visions of Taipei's new tallest
skyscraper (in onc case there's a plane flying towards it). [ really
liked the iguanas. 1 wouldn't necessarily pick it as the winning
design, but 1 liked it.

Many designs however were very unfunnv They were cither
anti-pregnancy or :mtl-AIDS presenting lots of trapped sperm visions
and safe sex slugans "A lot of people have got the idea wrong and
designed posters,” said Daryl Yao (BES%), the PR agent who's
running the compcnuon She suggcsted it may havc qomethmg to do |
with the "public interest" nature of the campaign, as it is sponsored |
by the Center for Disease Control (CDC). But what caught me as '
odd was that 1 had to click through 14 screens with ten designs
each before 1 finally found a something even vague!y erotic - a
 design based on a nude female body. Why? "I don't know," she
ssud "We didn't tell them not to do anything sexy."

A trp to Watson's shows that major condom brands hke Durex
and Playboy use plain packaging, They want to stay anonymous,
which is probably what a lot of their customers want too. Other,
smaller brands are more in the vein of nude female contours and i
schmaltzy romance - deslgns that are "vaguely erotic". What will the |
CDC pick? I hope it's not the dCSlgﬂ of a red cross on a white
background. Bandaging an injury is a really terrible metaphor to
bring up in the heat of the moment. The final decision will be

made by a panel of creative directors from Taipei's multinational ad
- agencies and will be announced in October. Untl then you can
' browse the contestants on the web.

Now lest 1 judge the covers and not thc books 1 also called up
the CDC to ask what kind of condoms go in the wrappers. The
person there 1 was directed to, a Ms. Lin, said she didn't know. But
she could say that the condom coutraa is determined by competitive
- bidding, that the ‘condoms are ir d, and that the current
contract ‘holder is Taichung's Hsing Chan Sovereign Enterprise Co.
(ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ 3 A]). The woman who answered the phone at
Hsing Chan - she never told me her name - said, yes, the company
does import condoms, and when I asked about the government
condoms, she seemed to know what T was talkmg about Howcver,
-she was more eager to menti H‘thﬂt
: supphq for. hotels. Dthet

Web: www,.mocataipei.org

TAIWANESE ART, TODAY (TAT), an exhibition
curated by MOCA's own staff combining solo
shows by five Taiwanese artists (a maximum

* Museum of Cont;r_rii:;orary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

of three are exhibited con ntly). THE
Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays g

BEAUTY AND MYSTERY OF BU NUM CIVILIZA-



TION REVEALED: Artist Tu Wei-chengs creates
an imagined prehistoric society recreated
through forged artifacts, including what ap-
pears to be a desktop computer carved in
stone. The message is how the past changes
with the present. Through September 28. KAl
DAC TU MI: Artist Su Mei-hung reinterprets
western and Chinese classics, recreating still
Western life paintings and Chinese ink paint-
ings with computer printouts and ready-made
objects. Through September 28. DISPLACE-
MENT: MEI DEAN-E SOLO EXHIBITION: The old-
est and most mature artist of the group is
Mei, who here is full of his trademark fooling
with major political icons including Lee
Teng-hui, Chiang Kaisheck and Maoc Zedong.
But as well plotted as these jokes are,
they're seldom more clever than something
you could read in a local newspaper.

* National Museum of

History

49 Nanhai Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

THE BEAUTIFUL ISLAND - AN EXHIBITION OF
OLD TAIWANESE MAPS AND LIFE: Using maps
as well as historical relics and other types of
images to look back at 400 years of history
through rivers, forests, mountains and local
delicacies. Through September 28. DING
YAN-YONG PAINTINGS EXHIBITION: Oil paint-
ings by a 20th century Canton-born painter e-
ducated in Japan in the 1920s. Through
September 14. A THOUSAND YEARS OF BOUND
FEET: A grouping of shoes, footstools and
other accessories of the bound-foot tradition.
Through September 14,

* National Palace Museum

221, Sec 2, Chihshan Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

LIFE IS WORTH MORE THAN GOLD: A special
exhibition of ancient medicinal classics, using
old texts and illustrations to look back at
how medicine was practiced in China from
the Warring States Period (475-221 BC) on-
ward. Through September 25. PAINTING AND
CALLIGRAPHY DONATED TO THE NATIONAL
PALACE MUSEUM: An exhibition of private do-
nations to the museum since 1965. Through
September 25.

% * Taipei Fine Arts Museum

181, Sec 3, Chungshan N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam gov.tw

V-10 REVISITED: a look back at more than 30
years of social change documented by V-10,
a collective of Taiwanese photographers
formed in the 1970s. Through October 26.
ZZI: S SOLO SHOW BY LIN CHIEN-JENG: A
neo-surrealist installation centered around a
light bulb-headed figure and looking at those
states in between sleeping and waking, ratio-
nality and imagination, night and day.

Through October 19. FREE WALKING: A SOLO
SHOW BY PAN LI-HUNG, through Oct 15. THE
EXPERIMENTAL SIXTIES: AVANT-GARDE ART IN
TAIWAN: The promotion of Wastern thought
came in vogue in the Taiwanese art world of
the 1960's, bringing American abstract expres-
sionism and existentialism into a clash with
realism. The Fifth Moon Group and The
Tong-Fang Group were standard-bearers of
this modern painting movement, actively pro-
moting different schools of thought and set-
ting off a controversy of Chinese versus West-
ern culture.

Galleries

* The Eslite Gallery

243, Tunhwa S. Rd., Sec. 3, B2, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2775-5977 x874

SU WANG-SHENG SOLO EXHIBITION: works by
a contemporary painter whose iconographic
forms weave intricate messages across a flat-
tened ground. Through Sep 28.

* * Home Gallery

30-1, Sec 3, Chungshang N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2591-4302

JOURNEY OF FANTASY AND DESIRE: Eight
male artists exploring their male subconscious

fantasies and desires towards women would
be a ridiculous anachronism were the artists
not so serious about what they were doing.
Fortunately they are. Artists from Israeli
sculptor Victor Shteinberg to Taiwan's own
medievalist printmaker Hou Jun-ming apply
some very contemporary concerns in exploring
this age-old theme.

* % IT Park Art Gallery

2-3F, 40 Yitung St, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2507-7243

The gallery that pioneered contemporary art
in Taiwan. ORGANIC MALL, A SOLO EXHIBI-
TION BY LIN HSIN-YI: The conceptual center
of this installation 15 a web site for bioengi-
neered body parts. It provides a vision of
what technology may do to the human body.
Sep 13 to Oct 11.

* Julia Gallery

3, Lane 166, Sec 2, Chungcheng Rd, Taipei
Ph: 2873-9190

An exhibition of printmaking takes a look at
some of the more recognized Chinese artists
who've used the genre, including the abstract
expressionist Zao Wuji and others like Chen
Chi-mao and Liao Hsiou-ping. Through Sep 28.

* Taiwan International Visual

Arts Center [TIVAC)

29, Lane 45, Liaoning St, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

CHROMATICITY: A show by three artists, Angie
Butler, Lin Kai-chian and Hsu Ching-chung us-
es various traditional media - painting, pho-
tography, sculpture - are combined with digi-
tal representation in a look at how we are
coming to re-picture our lives. Through Sep
24,

4t
Outdoors

* % 2003 Sun Moon Lake

Festival

Sun Moon Lake National Scenic Area

Sep 5 to 28

Fireworks displays will take place nightly dur-
ing the festival at 8:30pm. International per-
formances are as follows. 5Sun, Sep 7: Aus-
tralia’s Explosive Entertainment. Thurs, Sep 11
(Mid-Autumn Festival): Taiwan team. Fri, Sep
12: UK team. Sat, Sep 13: China team. Sun,
Sep 21: Hong Kong team. Sun, Sep 28:
French team and closing ceremonies. Street
performances by international performance
troupes and music groups will also take place
daily from 10am to 7:30pm.

Sports

* Taipei Baboons
Web: www.taipeirugby.com
Taipei’s only international rugby football club.
* Taipei Animals

Web: www.taipeianimals.com

An expat oriented football (soccer) club.
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* Write for POTS EXTRA

POTS EXTRA accepts submissions of feature
articles (1000 to 2000 words) on topics relat-
ing to Filipino maids, shrimp fishing, sexual
dysfunction, chronic suicide, motorcycle rac-
ing, aborigines, my friend in Taiwanese jail
and other important topics. POTS EXTRA is

also looking for writers of short articles re-
lated to upcoming events and revues of ongo-
ing events and cultural productions.
sions and inquiries may be sent to:
davidfrazier@lihpao.com.

Submis-

Wino Pets's Pub News

The Trek
South
of Shihta

BY WINO PETE

LANE 86 (7, Lane 86, Scc 3, Hsinsheng S Rd), opened
more than 12 years ago, offers cheap beer in a casual, no-frills,
but satisfactorily comfortable setting. Most bottled beers are NT
$100 o NT§110. Beware the G&T's: various ging are listed at NT
$130 to NT$160 on the drinks list, but that's just for the gin,
tonic water is NTS30 extra, The Gordon's gin and tonic tested
was shite anyway. Lane 86 has a reasonably lengthy cockeail list,
priced mostly around NT$160-180, but as thev boiched up a
relatively simple G&T, chances are their cocktail-mixing skills are
even worse. Go for a cheap beer, and don't bother with the rest.

A few doors down from lane 86 is CAFE ODEON 2 (11,
Lane 86, Sec 3, Hsinsheng S Rd), a specialist purveyor of
Belgian beer. Their 5-page beer menu lists well over 100 Belgian
beers and about a dozen French-Canadian micro-brewery beers.
Prices are mostly NT$160 to NT$170, with larger bottles NT$350
to NT$400. There's a decent-looking food menu too. Cafe Odeon

-2 has a split-level design, with cane chairs and light-coloured

wooden tables on the walk-in level, and a swishier-white sofa
lounge on the upper level. Jimbo thought the beer was pretty
good, but thought the large wire fish above the bar was the best
thing since an NTS$39 chicken burger at 7-11. Cafe Odeon (1) is
in the Shita area, but apparently only stocks 30 to 40 Belgian
beers - the pikers! For something different, Cafe Odeon 2 is
highly recommended. Well worth the trek south.

MONO MONO (17, Alley 29, Lane 127, Sec 1, An Ho Rd) is
part of the Mod/Mojo consortium of bars that specialize in being
tucked away in extremely obscure places. It is a pretty laid back
place, and is a less posh establishment than other bars of its ilk.
Nevertheless, it sull offers a comprehensive range of whiskies and
cocktails. The few beers available are priced around NTS$160
(+10%). There's a minimum charge of NT$300. Don't make this
place a priority on a pub crawl if you're not prepared to spend
some time hunting for it.

KITCHEN COCK-UPS: Here, my catalogue of kitchen cock-ups
at bars continues. Recently, at MY OTHER PLACE, T ordered
the shrimp fried rice (NT$260+10%). Sure, the place was busy,
but after 30 minutes the rice had still not appeared, so 1 left.
Around the 20 minute mark, two staff told me they would go
and check, but they never reported back. This made me grumpier
than a billy goat with gangrenous gonads. On another recent
occasion, | ordered the tomato and mozzarella salad (NT
$245+10%) at THE SHANNON. The serving size was so
miniscule (3 tiny pieces of cheese with 4 small slices of tomato,
served on a plate large enough for a 30oz steak when a saucer
would have sufficed), that the guy sitting next to me remarked,
"Even my 5-year old daughter would sull be hungry after eating
that." 1 sent it back. (About the same time, THE TAVERN had
a weekly special of tomato and mozzarella salad, plus pork

knuckle main course, all for NT$350). Mis-described food items

arc probably the most common cause for angst. I've been served
lamb shank with no bone at the FRONT PAGE BAR at the
Imperial Hotel; gong bao ji ding (S {#%E ]) with no chilis at
MALIBU WEST; beef and potato soup, with no beef, at DAN
RYAN'S, etc etc. The bottom line, fellow drinkers, is do not let
pubs or restaurants hoodwink you. Do not let shoddy service,
miserly servings, poor quality food or mis-described dishes go
unchallenged. Their bean counters are counting the profits roll in;
you count the pieces of meat on your plate.
- MONTANA, one of the older bars in the Zone, will close ar
the end of September. Despite offering NT$100 beers all night
long, the current owners just could not cut the mustard. Hiring
heffalumps as staff, not Miss Hualicns, is a flat earth policy in the
pub business. Montana will join Boston Cheers and Sleepless as
bars on the main drag in the Zone that have bitten the dust
recently.

Limad vour pub news (o: winopete@hotmarl.com
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