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24 Straight Days of Fireworks

2003 Sun
d.l}'s of

to believe that the
would have 24
bur what really

It was hard

Festival straight
September,
ment tourism web site’s claim of an
A call o the

Swimming

People Swimming Carnival."

er, the Puli Four Seasons

that the

Up in smoke!

Evonf' 2003 Sun Moon Lake Festival {

Tlmo: Sep 5 to Sep 28, nightly ot 8:30pm

Place: Sun Moon Lake National Scenic Area (F =1

/fireworks.sunmoonlake.gov.tw

"Off the hook!"

Three British DJs play Taipei this week-
end, two of them in different clubs on Fri-
day night (Sep 5). The collision pits super-
star Pete Heller at Party Room against su-
perstar Danny Howells at Texound. A night
later pop hip hop D] Swerve works the

floor at Plush, accompanied by MC Bid
Ted. ?

Promoter Shawn McClelland sces the big
weekend as part of a cyele. "Last year, the
first weekend of September was off the
hook," he said.

"Ibiza's done or whatever and a lot of
DJs go on tour. Also, a lot of people on
vacation are now back."

Both Heller, brought by McClelland's Bliss
Productions, and Howell are on tour pro-
moting new albums in the wake of FEurope's
summer season. [f you look up those al-
bums on Amazon.com, you'll see that
tomers who bought titles by. Pete Heller also
bought titles by these arusts: Danny How-
ells", and that "Customers who bought titles
by Danny Howells also ddes by

"Cus-

bought

makes vou balk is the
"International
swim's organiz-
Association,
translation.

swim's numbers were in fact lost in

Moon Lake A more believable 15500 people, they said, have regis-
fireworks in tered to swim the 3,000 meters across Sun Moon lLake
govern- on the one day of the year that swimming is allowed
Million there. As usual Taipei’ Mayor Ma Ying-jeou will be among

them.
With the
24 straight days fireworks displays will happen

showed fireworks however there's no mistake. For an
amazing
nightly at 8:30pm from September 5 to September 28

was only one night of fireworks on the
The festival's budger is a ponderous
over last year's NT$10

a five month

last year there
Mid-Autumn . Festival.
NTS50 million,” a fivefold increase
million. It covers the rockets, the swim and
performance program, and the bankroll comes from the
central government.

When asked if this impressive spending was related to
section chief at the
Association Zheng
The
and were al-

the upcoming presidendal election,
Sun Moon Lake Tourism Developing
Kun-sheng (# EE 4E) replied, "no relation at all.”
funds are part of the agency's annual budget
lotted last year, he said, adding that they are also hold no
relation to the central government's special SARS recovery
package aimed at boosting affected industries, like tourism.

The budget will pay for different international teams to
run the pyrotechnics as high points in the three and a
half week program. Teams come from Australia, Japan,
Germany, France, China, the UK and the US, According
to Zheng all have at one time or another participated in
the Montreal International Fireworks Competition, which is
basically the World Cup for decoratively exploding rockets.
This Sunday (Sep 7) it will be Australia's Explosive Enter-
tainment, which lit up the 2000 Sydney Olympics and
won a silver medal last month in Montreal. Next Thurs-
day (Sep 11) a Taiwan team light up the Mid-Autumn
Festival. Teams from the UK and China will "perform"
that Friday and Saturday.

Performances by visiting theatrical troupes and musicians
will also take place daily during the fireworks fest, though
complete schedules have not yet been announced. The
first of three foreign groups, the Standard Theater, will
perform daily from September 6 to 11. For more details,
check Listings on page 18 or see the official event web
site,

- David Frazier

these artists: Pete Heller.," Both are ma-
jor label artists who routinely play big
dance floors. Their genres differ slight-

ly: Howells - progressive trance; Heller
- progressive house.
But Jimmy Chen, who's hosting

Howells at Texound, calls the dming a
"coincidence" with "no special reason".
"We invite international DJs once a

month every month of the year. [ don't
think it's a big deal," he said.
For more information sce Dance Floor

Buzz (p 18) or our Listings. (DF)

S1275%%
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Listings

Rock and Jazz Clubs

* Blue Note

4F, No 171, Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2362-2333

Founded in 1974, Taipeis oldest jazz bar.

Performances at least five nights a week. Fri,

Sep 5: Metamorphosis. Sat, Sep 6:

Wu-yeh-dang Jazz Trio. Sun, Sep 7: free jazz.

Mon, Sep 8: New Decision Jazz Band. Tues,

Sep 9: free jazz. Wed, Sep 10: a duet of

Chi-bin on violin and Kai-ya on piano. Thurs,

Sep 11: Tien Cheng-chih and the Jue-hsin

Jazz Band. Fri, Sep 12: Metamorphosis. Sat,

Sep 13: Wu-yeh-dang Jazz Trio. Nightly from

9:30pm, NT$250.

* Brown Sugar

101 Sungren Rd, Taipei

Tel: (02) 8780-1110

A showy dining room cum ballroom with live

jazz nightly. Mondays: instrumental jazz from

9:30pm, minimum charge NT$380 + 10% ser-

vice charge. Tues to Thurs: jazz with female
list from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT

;% + 10%. Fri and Sat: jazz with female vo-

calist from 9:30pm, minimum charge NT$550

+ 10%. Sundays: Latin jazz and salsa dancing,

minimum charge NT$380 + 10%.

* Cafe Lounge 808

6F, No 152, Sec 1, Chunghwa Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2381-5378

Performance space and bar adjoining the Hsi-
menting location of Apa, Taipei’s best rock
music studio. Sat, Sep 6: Menglu, 9pm, NT
$250. Sat, Sep 1: 1976, one of the bigger sec-
ond generation rock bands of Taipei's under-
ground rock movement, 9pm, NT5250.

* Citizen Cain

67 Dongfung St, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2706-2162

Tuesdays: Jazz Jam, an open session, from
9pm. Thursdays: Live Jam, an open mic
night, from 9pm. No cover.

*Club 75

75, Sec 6, Chung Shan N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02)2836-8910

A relaxed bar/lounge in Tienmu. Wednes-
days: live Latin jazz. Fridays: live jazz. Satur-
days: live Latin music that has lately been
drawing a salsa dance crowd. Open noon to
3am.

* Peshawar

3, Lane 80, Shihda Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2362-2218

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Sat, Sep 6: Petric, a long-time resident
of South America sings reggae. Sat, Sep 13:
Ass9, a large family style bluegrass band with
everything but ‘ol Uncle Earl blowin' on a jug.
Shows start at 8:30pm. Admission: NT $250
with one drink included.

Folk and acoustic music in a bohemian set-
ting. Sat, Sep 6: Petric, a long-time resident
of South America sings reggae. Sat, Sep 13:
Ass9, a large family style bluegrass band with
everything but ‘ol Uncle Earl blowin' on a jug.
Shows start at 8:30pm. Admission: NT $250
with one drink included.

* * Riverside Music Cafe

B1, No 2, Lane 244, Sec 3, Roosevelte Rd

Ph: (02) 2368-7310

A live house and cafe in the Gungguan area,
Thurs, Sep 4: Dung Yun-chang. Fri, Sep 5: J.E.
G., the house jazz band. Sat, Sep 6: The Clip-
pers and Wonfu. The Clippers are still going
with their high energy blend of political
satire, nishiki, and camp. Wonfu is a lively
punk group with a quirky lead on guitar and
vocals. Sun, Sep 7: Freckles and Secret Or-
der.



Mondays: Open Jam, 9pm, no cover. Tues, Sep
9: Hsiao-yu and Apple Monkey. Wed, Sep 10:
Hsu Zhe-pei & Circus with special guest Wonfu.
Thurs, Sep 11: Chang Hsuan. Fri, Sep 12: Fusion
Jazz Might Gu Ling-jing Jazz Band. Sat, Sep 13:
R.A.Y. Band. All shows begin at 9:30pm. Admis-
sion: NTS250.

* The Shannon

6 Tunhua N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2772-0948

Taipei's most authentic Irish pub. Thursdays:
funk, soul and jazz, trio Bpm to 11pm. Fridays:
Power, a rock cover band, 9pm to midnight.
Saturdays: house band Nevermind plays rowdy
rock covers, 10pm to 1am. Sundays: jazz trio
led by New Orleans native Abe Kenyata, 4pm to
7pm. No cover charge.

* Underworid

45 Shihda Rd

Ph: (02) 2369-0103

A hole in the wall bar/club and the smoky,
beating heart of Taipei's indie rock scene. Fifty
people and the place is packed. Sat, Sep 6: Tin
Pan Alley, 9pm, NT5250. Other performances to
be announced.

* * Witches Pub

Hsinsheng S. Rd., Sec. 3, Lane 56, No. 7

Ph: (02) 2362-5494

Home to folk, alternative rock, cabaret-style
performances and a lesbian bookstore. Meals
served from noon to 9pm. Thurs, Sep 4, 9:
30pm: Lupin. Fri, Sep 5, 9:30pm: A-hsiang, for-
mer guitarist of Luantan plays Witches solo for
the first time. The performance will include
songs from the Wang Ming-tai film Hsian Dou-
jiang, for which he composed the soundtrack.
Sat, Sep 6, 9:30: Hsieh Yu-shu sings deep, raspy
love songs. Thurs, Sep 11, 9:30pm: Dung
Yun-chang's guitar meets Wu Ge's vocals for a
night of old style rock. Fri, Sep 12, 9:30pm: Yeh
Shu-jun, a fiery female vocalist. Sat, Sep 12: Hu
The-fu, an aboriginal rights activist and
singer-poet of Taiwan's Bunun Tribe. Admission
to all shows: NT$250, one drink included.

DIRTY GROOVES

EXCLUSIVE 3 HOUR SET at

~ARTY
ROQM

Dance Parties

* + RE.V.EVOLUTION.5

Sat, Sep 13

Golden Plaza 19F, 105 Jiankuo Rd, Taichung
Tickets: NTS500 at the door, NT 5400 before
midnight

Chi Funk's top djs, artists & performers reunite
one last time, for a very special evening of
muzic, art & fun at one of their favorite party
spots, the Golden Plaza, the tall building with
the space needle across from the Taichung
Train Station. The party is themed Heaven and
Hell and includes four separate music areas and
two main stages. Heaven is in the revolving
space needle restaurant, but it's only open until
2am, Then only Purgatory and Hell remain. The
lineup in Purgatory is: Caddywampus (hip hop),
Lux Live (live hip Hop/MC act), K Fancy (funky
house), DJ Saucey (funky house), DJ Tom {funky
house.techno) and Rainbowarrior (progressive
house.trance). In Hell it's: Alix D (progressive
breaks), SunDance Kid (West Coast breaks), K
Fancy (funky breaks), DJ Saucey (funky breaks)
and DJ BHereMow (reggae redemption set). Ant,
best of luck in the great beyond.

Dance Clubs

* 2F

Hoping W. Rd., Sec. 1, No. 15

Ph: (02) 2392-2222

Taipei's largest disco and a frequent host to
well known DJs from around the world. Fridays:
Friday Night Allstar Party by The Loop. Techno,
house, breaks and trance until 7:30am. NT$550
+ 1 Drink, NTS$350 before midnight. Sat, Sep 6:
Circulation by The Loop. Live performances plus
DJs until 7:30am. NTS800 at the door, NTS$500
in advance. Wednesdays:Escape Sling, Groovy
House and UK 2-Step Garage. Ladies get in free
and drink specials for men. NT$300. Saturdays:
Summer Loop. House, breaks, progressive,
trance and hard dance until 7:30am. NTS600 +
1 drink,NT$400 before midnight.

* Bacchus

B1-1, No 22, Sungshou Rd, Taipei

Ph: 02-2345-6928

Large underground space in the Neo 19 building
just next to Warner Village. Sunday through
Thursday: lounge nights, no cover. Fridays and
Saturdays: NT$500.

* Eden

10-11F, No 98, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 6638-9988

Take an elevator to the 10th floor, then waltz
into Eden's cozy chic.

* * Party Room

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd,
Taipei

Ph: (02) 3762-1289

The other club at the top of the Core Pacific
mall is also owned by its sister next door, Plush,
but the crowd is younger and the music is more
pure techno/trance. Fri, Sep 5: Pete Heller, a
Manchester DJ that began in acid house and has
moved into a “tougher, darker style” on his lat-
est release, NTS800 or NTS600 in advance.

* % Plush

Core Pacific Mall, 12F, No 138, Sec 4, Pateh Rd,
Taipei

Ph: (02) 3762-1600

A mega-lounge with an oval bar and a panoram-
ic view of Taipei from the top of the Core Pacif-
ic Mall, it attracts a crowd with elements of the
stylish, the youngish and the overseas Chinese.
Pop varieties of electronic and hip hop on the
sound system. Sat, Sep 6: DJ Swerve + MC Bid
Ted. Swerve is a UK hip hop DJ who'll play
mostly top 40 hits (P Diddy, Mary J Blige,
Christina Aguillera), but will occasionally
scratch up some hardcore rap. Sunday to Tues-
day and Thursdays: minimum charge NT $350.
Wednesdays: women get in free for Ladies
Night. Fridays and Saturdays: NTS700.
*Room 18

B1, No 18, SungShou Rd. (inside the Warner Vil-
lage complex)

Ph: (02) 2345-2778

Home to Taipei's A-crowd, sneak into the VIP

AR
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room and you may find yourself in with some
bona fide glitterati. Music ranges from hip hop
to techno and out of town heavies like Goldie,
DJ Krush and others have graced the turntables
for special parties. Wednesdays: women get in
free of Ladies’ Night, men NT$500. Fridays and
Saturdays: men NT$700, women NT$500. Closed
other days.

* Roxy 99

B1, No 218, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2351-5970

Big and frequently packed, a favorite first stop
on the weekend party train for Taipeis down-
town expats. The huge CD collection plays
mostly rock and now there’s a small dance
floor. Peak hours on weekends are 9pm to 1am.
Weekdays: free, Fridays and Saturdays: NT$300.
Mo entry without 1D.

* Roxy Vibe

B1, No 69, Sec 2, Chinshan S Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2358-2813

A dimly lit environment for hetero mixing from
1am to 7am on weekends where anything could
happen. This late night (and often last) stop on
the party express offers music that's a bit danci-
er than at its sister club (Roxy 99), but the Vibe
is still mostly rock. Open Fridays, Saturday and
holidays only: NTS300. No entry without ID.

* * Texound

B1, No 217, Sec 3, Manking E Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2546-7708

Dark lights and heavy trance for a committed
nightclub crowd. The gay crowd also finds a
home here with the third Friday of every month
slated for a Q-gender gala. Fri, Sep 5: ++Global
Underground (UK) DJ Danny Howells++ makes
the only Taipei stop on his 24:7 world tour in
promotion of a recently released CD and will
play a four hour set; 11pm to 9am, NTSB00 or
NT 5500 before 1am or in advance. Fridays:
open 11pm to 9am, NT$500. Saturdays: open
11pm to 10am, NT$600.

* Siro

B1, No 70, Sec 2, Hsinsheng N Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2536-7895

A club employee told me on the phone that
they're not open anymore, yet somehow they're
still promoting or available for this party. Sat,
Sep 6: Pump It Up presents Electronic Force
with DJs Pltt, Raver, Jocy. NT$350

*TU

B1, No 249, Sec 1, Fuhsing 5 Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2704-7290

A hotbox dance club where it's also fine to hang
by the bar. Hip hop is a house specialty, but DJs
frequently jump genres, playing mini-sets of ev-
erything from 60s R&B to techno-house. As long
as it's dancey. Sundays and Tuesdays: NTS$200.
Wednesday to Saturday: NTS300.

* Vacuum Space

B1, No 208, Sec 2, Fuhsing 5 Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2700-6535

A hip bar for a hip crowd and especially popular
with the overseas Chinese set. On Saturdays the
club lives up to its initials, VS, with Fight Night,
where patrons put on the gloves and box more
to prove studliness than to get the free beer.
NT $300 weekdays, NT$500 Fridays and Satur-
days.

xZiga Zaga

The Grand Hyatt Taipei, 2 Sungshou Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2720-1234

House bands from the international circuit play
to a crowd of well dressed hotel guests, expats
and local women demurely sipping expensive
cocktails. Monday to Wednesday: NT $350.

Thursday to Saturday: NT$600. Closed Sundays.
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Classical

* Fan Tsung-pei's Crystal Boys

Concert

7pm Fri, Sep 5

The Red Pavilion Theater

10, Chengdu Rd., Taipei

Ph: 2311-9380

Tickets: NT5450 through ERA.

Cellist Fan Tsung-pei, known locally in Taipei
for his restaurant Cello Pasta, here accompa
nies a famous episode of the Public Television
drama Crystal Boys, for which he has composed
and recorded music. An exciting mix of classical
and contemporary styles.

* Sound of Plucks

7:30 Fri, Sep 5

National Recital Hall

Address: 21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NTS$200 to 400

The National Experimental Orchestra performs
western and eastern compositions based on
pizzicato, or plucked string techniques.

* Night of Folk Songs

7:30pm, Sun, Sep 7

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS500 to 1500

Performed by the Evergreen Symphony Orches-
tra.

* The Night of Ravel by the

Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra
7:30pm, Sun, Sep 7

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS$250 to 1200

* Moon Festival Concert by
the China National Orchestra

of Shanghai

7:30pm, Thurs, Sep 11

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587 ’

Tickets: NT$300 to 1000

Established in 1952, the China National Orches-
tra of Shanghai is one of China's best traditional
orchestras, featuring well known soloists on the
er-hu and bamboo flute.

% Ulrich and Eric Chang

7:30pm, Fri, Sep 12

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NT$300 to 1300

Works to be performed by Ibert, Vivaldi, Mozart
and Faure.

* Life, Hope, Resonance

7:30, Sat, Sep 13

National Concert Hall

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

Tickets: NTS300 to 800

Works to be performed by Mozart, Bach,
Beethoven, Smetana and J. Strauss.

Upcoming

* Buena Vista Social Club

October 7 and 8, 7:45pm

Taipei International Convention Center

Tickets through ERA: NTS800, 1200, 1600, 2000,
2400, 3000

Information: (07) 537-0000

it
* A Week of Six Films from Six

Countries

Sat, Sep 6 to Fri, Sep 12 (c!
schedule)

Chang Chun Theater, 172 Chang Chun Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 2507-4141 (theater), (02) 2361-6676
(organizer)

Tickets: NT$150

Films include: The Einstein of Sex, a drama
documentary by Rosa von Praunheim looking at
the life of Dr Magnus Hirschfeld, creator of the
world's first gay rights organization in Berlin in
1897 (German, Chinese subtitles). Black Cat,
White Cat, a Balkan farce in which a bumbling
gypsy scheme goes wrong and he must repay his
debt by marrying his son to a local gangster
sister (Serbo-Croatian, Chinese subtitles).

k theater for

Restless by director Ahu Louhimies (Finnish,

Chinese subtitles). Hasards or Coincidences, a
single mother goes traveling with a forger and is
stalked by a man with philosophical problems
(French, Chinese subtitles). The Tango Lesson,
filmmaker and subject Sally Potter opts to see
where tango takes her after becoming
frustrated with the genre of film. (English,
Chinese subtitles). Luna Papa, a film narrated
by the unborn child of a 17-year-old girl in the
deserts of Tajikistan, who searches the world
for the father (Russian, Chinese subtitles).

* Spot-Taipei Film House
18, Sec. 2, Chungshan N. Road, Taipei
Ph: 02-2511-7786

Web: www.spot.org.tw

The movie theater will be closed until
September 22.

* Cursive Il by Cloudgate
7:45pm Thurs, Sep 4 to Sat, Sep 6.

National Theatre

21-1, Chungshan S. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

Taiwan's Cloud Gate Dance Theatre celebrates

its 30th anniversary with the world premier of

Cursive Il. Inspired by the aesthetics of
calligraphy, group founder and choreographer
Lin Hwai-min created Cursive in 2001. The
latest version is the further exploration into the
beauty of ink on rice paper, and has been
invited to open the 2003 Melbourne Festival in
Australia before going on to tour in Europe.

* Secret Garden by the Lin HH

Dance Company

7:30pm Fri, Sep 5 and Sat, Sep 6 and 2:30pm on
Sep 6 and 7

National Theatre, Experimental Theatre

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NT$350,

* Brasil Tropical Carnival
National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall

505, Sec. 4, Ren-ai Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2758-8008

Sun, Sep 7 to 10 nightly at 7:30pm and Sun, Sep
7 at 2:30pm

Tickets: NTS$500 to 2000

A huge, extravagant production of topless and
feather-crowned Brazilian showgirls and Latin
dancers providing a panoply of music and
dance. The troupe of 40 dancers, singers,
musicians and performers was created by
Edvaldo Carniero and Domingos Campos.
Representing the splendor of the one and only
Brazilian Carnival, it has been touring the world
for 30 years.

* Chinese Romantic Musical -

Butterfly Lovers

7:30pm Thurs, Sep 11 to Sun, Sep 14 and 4pm
on Sep 13 and 14

National Theatre

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NT$400 to 2000

The Dafeng Musical Theatre presents a popular
story about a young girl determined to go
against her parents’ will and pursue a forbidden
love. The performance is staged with the idea
of forging elements of western opera, musical
and traditional Chinese opera to form a brand
new language to reach contemporary
audiences.

* x Bobby Baker - Box Story
7:30pm Fri, Sep 12 and Sat, Sep 13 and 2:30pm
on Sep 13 and 14

National Theatre, Experimental Theatre

21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1647

Tickets: NT$500

The first in a trio of three performances
comprising World View - British Theatre brought
to Taipei by the British Council, Box Story is a
one woman show by comedienne Bobby Baker.
Her repertoire draws on subjects such as
health, shopping and motherhood. This
performance is inspired by the myth of Pandora
and explores a delightful combination of
misfortune and accountability.

* Magic of the Dance

National Dr, Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall

509, Sec. 4, Ren-ai Rd., Taipei

Ph: (0Z) 2758-8008

Fri, Sep 12 to 14, nightly at 7:30pm

Tickets: NTS300 to NTS2000

The creators of the intermationally famous Lord

The Wrong
Kind of
Flash Mob

Imoge: Keith Sounders

Last Friday I received a forwarded email calling for a "flash mob" in Taipei.
The time was set for Saturday, August 30 at 5pm and the place was the Dinghao
Plaza on Chunghsiao East Road (in front of Tower Records). The instructions
read:

"Everyone please gather in the Dinghao Plaza at 16:50 holding a toothbrush
for identification. When the time comes (17:00) a leader will make a signal, then
start making fart sounds...After about ten seconds stop. Then on the leader's sig-
nal, or just spontaneously, sigh: "Ahhhhhhh!' Afterwards evervone say, "That
stinks!' Here the event ends, Please leave the site quickly."”

A flash mob is a public gathering that brings a large group of strangers to-
gether for some short-lived, bizarre and usually harmless act. They're orchestrated
by emails, and successful mobs draw upwards of 200 participants. According to
virtually all accounts, the phenomenon began in New York City. Wired News

traced it to a guy named Bill who's first successful Mob Project on June 17 had

200 people around a rug in a department store, climing they were interested in
buying it as a "Love Rug" for their suburban warehouse commune. The term
"flash mob" may have been coined by Cheesebikini.com, a blog (or web log) a-

~mong the several amateur sites that have chronicled flash happenings. They've

spread all over the world: a2 Minneapolis crowd turned into robots in America's

 largest mall; ltalians stormed a Rome bookstore asking for nonexistent titles;

Londoners bumrushed a sofa shop. All this by mid-July.
~ Taiwan's first known flash mob web site was set up on August 17 and the
first event, according to both local media and chat rooms, came ten days latcr a
few kids in Taichung pointed to the sky and velled "Mars is coming!"
Then last weckend's flash mob mania rolled around, partly fueled by news
reports of successful flash mobbing in Hong Kong. On Friday and Saturday there
were to be five flash mobs in Taipei and one in Taichung. The only problem was

 that the United Daily News published a complete schedule of these surprise at-
tacks Samrday mortning, and in every case media outnumbered participants. That

afternoon's 2pm talk-loud-on-your-cellphone event in Hsune:_mng was a typical

 failure, At ten to two, six or seven teenagers stood in a huddle not far from the |

~ main Hsimenting MRT exit and more than thirty camera-toting reporters roamed -
| the plaza. When the appointed time struck, two of the teens actually began talking
| into their handsets. Ten seconds later they had microphones in their faces and

- media huddles around them. One clueless onlooker remarked, "What's going on?

1Is he famous?” An hour later in front of Sogo was even more of a farce, accord-
ing to the United Daily News. Sogo had read the morning papers too and subse-
quently roped off a flash mob activity area. Then they greeted the small gathering
crowd with a quick spray from the sprinkler system, and when the count-
down-to-Happy- : :
New-Year! was about to start, 2 makeup representative with a microphone belted
out: "Hello flash mob friends, spending lots of time online will dry out your skin,
so pleasc use our sccret formula moisturizer." The 4pm fart mob never hap-
pened, though one camera team lurked just in case.

In the wake of the fiascos, Interner chatrooms brooded, debated the need
for improved secrecy (successful cells, after all, do not post their plans on the
web), and bickered about "too many generals, not enough soldiers." What no-
bady noted as funny was how two teenagers talking loudly in a public place could
draw every major news network in Taiwan and ger full page spreads in two major
newspapers. The provocateur in me wishes that I'd organized an event myself, if
only to prove that Taitwan already has a flash mob - it's called the media.

- David Frazier



The show finds its roots in Ireland, where
Donnollan was twice crowned champion dancer
and set a world record in tap dance, tapping 40
times per second. The new show takes the
name “Magic” for the wonder it is meant to
inspire.

Free Outdoor Events

* Greenray Theatre - Neckties
and High-heeled Shoes

CKS Square

No. 21-1, Chungshan 5. Rd., Taipei

Ph: (02) 2343-1587

A smart, funny musical production about life in
a Chinese office. It premierad in Taiwan in 1994
and won good reviews in the 1st Beijing Chinese
Theatre Festival in Beijing in 1996. Now it
comes to the CKS Plaza for Mid-Autumn Festival
where it will be performed for free.

Museums
* Museum of Contemporary
Arts [MOCA), Taipei

39 Chang-an W. Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2552-3721

Open: 10am to 5:30pm, closed Mondays

Web: www.mocataipei.org

Taiwanese Art, Today (TAT), an exhibtion
curated by MOCA's own stafi combining solo
shows by five Taiwanese artists. Tu Wei-cheng’s
The Beauty and Mystery of Bu Num Civilization
Revealed creates an imagined prehistoric
society recreated through forged artifacts,
including what appears to be a desktop
computer carved in stone. The message is how
the past changes with the present - through
September 28. Su Mei-hung's Kai Dao Tu Mi
reinterprets western and Chinese classics,
recreating still life paintings and ink paintings
with computer printouts and ready-made
objects - through September 28.

* National Museum of History
49 Nanhai Rd.

Ph: (02) 2361-0270

Web: www.nmh.gov.tw

The Beautiful Island - An Exhibition of Old
Taiwanese Maps and Life: Using maps as well as
historical relics and other types of images to
look back at 400 years of history through rivers,
forests, mountains and local deliracies. Through
September 28. Ding Yan-yong Paintings
Exhibition: Oil paintings by a 20th century
Canton-born painter educated in Japan

in the 1920s. Through September 14. A
Thousand Years of Bound Feet: A grouping of
shoes, footstools and other accessories of the
bound-foot tradition. Through September 14.

* National Palace Museum

221 Chihshan Rd., Sec. 2

Ph: (02) 2881-2021

Web: www.npm.gov.tw

Life is Worth More than Gold: A special
exhibition of ancient medicinal classics, using
old texts and illustrations to look back at how
medicine was practiced in China from the
Warring States Period (475-221 BC) onward.
Through September 25. Painting and Calligraphy
Donated to the MNational Palace Museum: An
exhibition of private donations to the museum
since 1965. Through September 25.

* Taipei Fine Arts Museum

181 Chungshan N. Rd., Sec. 3

Ph: (02) 2595-7656

Web: www.tfam.gov.tw

V-10 Revisited: a look back at more than 30
years of social change documented by V-

10 722, a collective of Taiwanese photographers
formed in the 1970s. Through October 26. ZZZ:
a solo show by Lin Chien-jeng, A neo-surrealist
installation centered around a lightbulb-headed
figure and looking at those states in between
sleeping and waking, rationality and
imagination, night and day. Through October
19. Free Walking: a solo show by Pan Li-hung,
through Oct 15.

Galleries

* Chin Deh Ju Gallery

Mo 14, Lane 199, Sec 4, Hsinyi Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2707-4086

Ravings from the Snowy Plains: a solo exhibition
by Ai Hsuan. A grouping of ultrarealist paintings
by a Zhejiang-born artist imagining back his
frozen homeland with more than just a pictorial

eye.
* The Eslite Gallery

243, Tunhwa S. Rd., Sec. 3, B2, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2775-5977 xB74

Su Wang-sheng solo exhibition, works by a
contemporary painter whose iconographic forms
weave intricate messages across a flattened
ground. Sep 6 to 28.

* FNAC, Hsinyi

6F, No 11 Sungshou Rd, Taipei

Ph: (02) 8712-0331 x916

<<Lomo Pin-up>> is the most recent in a series
of exhibitions by the Lomographic society,
which promotes both the Lomo camera and a
way of seeing the world through continuous,
casual photography. This show recruited young
talent from Taipei, let them loose with
cameras, then allowed them to edit the
pictures on a computer any way they chose.
The results are surprising. Through Sep 15.

* Home Gallery

No 30-1, Sec 3, Chungshang N Rd, Taipei
Ph: (02) 2591-4302

* IT Park Art Gallery

40 Yitung 5t., 2-3F, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2507-7243

The gallery that pioneered contemporary art in
Taiwan. Organic Mall, a solo exhibition by Lin
Hsin-yi. The conceptual center of this
installation is a web site for bioengineered body
parts. It provides a vision of what technology
may do to the human body. Sep 13 to Oct 11.

* Julia Gallery

No 3, Lane 166, Sec 2, Chungcheng Rd, Taipei
Ph: 2873-9190

An exhibition of printmaking takes a look at
some of the more recognized Chinese artists
who've used the genre, including the abstract
expressionist Zao Wuji and others like Chen
Chi-mao and Liao Hsiou-ping. Sep 4 to 28.

*+ Taiwan International Visual

Arts Center [TIVAC)

29 Liaoning St., Lane 45, Taipei

Ph: (02) 2773-3347

Chromaticity is a show by three artists, Angie
Butler, Lin Kai-chian and Hsu Ching-chung in
which various traditional media - painting,
photography, sculpture - are combined with
digital representation in a look at how we are
coming to re-picture our lives. Sep 6 to 24.

+Sun Moon Lake
International Water-above

Fireworks Festival

Sun Moon Lake National Scenic Area

Sep 5 to Sep 28

Fireworks displays will take place nightly during
the festival at 8:30pm. International
performances are as follows. Sun, Sep 7:
Australia’s Explosive Entertainment. Thurs, Sep
11 (Mid-Autumn Festival): Taiwan team. Fri, Sep
12: UK team. Sat, Sep 13: China team. Sun, Sep
21: Hong Kong team. Sun, Sep 28: French team
and closing ceremonies.

Street performances by international
performance troupes and music groups will also
take place daily from 10am to 7:30pm.
Performance groups include the Worldwide Art
Collective (WAC) and StageNet Theatre groups
from Taichung, Julien's Workshop (of Taiwan's
Fu-hsin Trade and Arts School), People in
Situation, Liao Chin-yi, accordion player Wang
Yen-ming, the Clown Pantomime Theatre,
Comma, the e'tosto + salom dance theater, the
Wire Monkey performance group, the American
ethnic music ensemble Atash, the Standard
Theatre Group, and the dancer Brook
Castlebury Hall.

Sports

* Taipei Baboons

Web: www.taipeirugby.com

Taipei’s only international rugby football club.
* Taipei Animals

Web: www.taipeianimals.com

An expat oriented football (soccer) club.

* 2003 East Coast Tourism

Cup Invitational

Sep 11 to 15 on the leeward (south) side of
Hualien Harbor. This windsurfing and dinghy race
is emerging as the top sailing competition in
Taiwan. Competition classes include Laser,
Optimist and at least five classes of

DANCE FLOOR BUZZ

Hot studded DJ nights

DJs Nina, Edmund and SL have been teaming up for a Back 2 Back month-
ly Friday night party at Fden (10-11F, No 98, Sec 4 Chunghsiao E Rd, Taipei).
Last weekend's got off to a good start, but just as the party was getting warmed
up the club's beer sponsor suddenly interrupted the good vibe with a totally ir-
relevant "vote for the night's hottest stud" game and cleared up the dance floor.
Nonsense, but thank God it didn't take too long. When SL took to the decks a-
gain and dropped his first record, the party was on again. The three DJs played
back to back, kicking off with some pretty heavy electro rumblers, then moving
towards more melodic vocals and disco-y grooves. After three hours of back to
back came a solo set by Edmund, a newish DJ on the scene and also the event's
promoter. He tweaked up a darker vet energetic house mix to take the audience
to a late-night adventure. Respect to all the party people!

Pete Heller, auteur of the Ibiza smash hit Big Love, plays Party Room this
Friday, September 5. Chances of going out on a Friday night and seeing the likes
of Pete Heller in Taipei are just so rare that you'd better not miss out. Pete, a
Manchester native, has been DJing for two decades and is a superstar to house
fans all around the world. His countless productions and remixes are essentials
for DJs, dance music collectors and basically anyone into house. NT$800, or N'T
F600 in advance at Plush or Citizen Cain.

If you are more into the progressive edge of dance music and the new rising
Global Underground (it's sort of both like a movement and a UK record label),
Danny Howells' gig at Taipei's Texound (B1, No 217, Sec 3, Nanking E Rd,
Taipei) this Friday, September 5 should be the ultimate. Danny has nearly a
decade of experience as a resident fixture at John Digweed's famous "Bedrock"”
parties. This weekend's four hour Danny Howells' set is gonna be a wonderful
treat for the heads, N'T$800 or NT$500 before 1am.

-by Queen Bee

dysfunction, chronic suicide, motorcycle racing,
aborigines, my friend in Taiwanese jail and
other important topics. POTS EXTRA is also
looking for writers of short articles related to
upcoming events and revues of ongoing events
and cultural productions. Feature articles may
be submitted directly for consideration. Shorter
articles or revues should be preceded by a
letter of inquiry. If you have never written for a
newspaper or magazine before, expect the
editing to be harsh. Submissions and inquiries
may be sent to: davidfrazier@lihpao.com.

windsurfers. For more information or to
register, contact Mr. Lai: (038) 566-778

Ul

* Write for POTS EXTRA

POTS EXTRA accepts submissions of feature
articles (1000 to 2000 words) on topics relating
to Filipino maids, shrimp fishing, sexual
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