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Are Chinese Women Rock Musicians

“Invisible’” and “Unspeakable”?

Abstract

The popular music industry has long experienced the gendered division of labor,
that is, women singing songs written and produced by men. This article intends to
show how women rock musicians could offer an alternative voice to this issue. Since
the autonomous creativity/musicianship is an important cultural currency of rock
music, female rock musicians are likely to be endowed with more freedom in music
production. However, the representations of female musical craftsmanship are hardly
seen in Chinese music critiques, and the feminist stories of women rock heroines are
still hard to tell. This article starts with the literature review of this field, and proposes
that the study of Chinese women rock musicians’ presence and agency should be

historicized and contextualized.

Key Words: Chinese women rock musicians, gender, rock institutions
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RIS — - Keir Keightley IiEBIEH NS SR 1 (b B (16 WO ar B4

1 Jeroen Groenewegen, The Performance of Identity in Chinese Popular Music (2011), 60.

Z Jeroen De Kloet, China with a Cut: Globalisation, Urban Youth and Popular Music, Vol.
3Amsterdam University Press, 2010), 26.

P OhETSC EERY TR BB E RN E SR - e e (e
FAZZERR ) ,no. 03 (2012), 74-79.
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S T BRI DA KRR SR A5 A J0 0 R o M BRI S A A TR S R 2
GBEM TARTIE ) ? DURGERCZME TR RAY ) e EAIRS IR AL ?
siEsn PRI, BUEERE BRI - SEE A AR S (E AR A
fie > PR E AT N G R EMIVE T 20 £ 58 5 - T R E T
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4 Simon Frith, Will Straw and John Street, The Cambridge Companion to Pop and Rock (Cambridge,
UK ; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 303.

EEvebk (), 2o o BTl S, trans. B B (EEMR BEPHATEEAEEARLE, 2005) > 187.



= Rt T e EEEEEA L ?

BN . N E FRIAREAY ~ SRERAY o B SUEW T RAY M
RS NEHS BN AR T TERE ) INERA SRR - B0
BIRERES o EEAFRHELP T DURRERATE Y T B | R R e A T A
BERE R AITEHUERE T EIPE IR R - SRR A B R ggkiEn
BRI B PR R R ESL - AT IR » Kol t7EE 1981 A4 & 1
H4E5Z Jean Michel Jarre FEIL A HIEHTSIHEEI CGRBTI ARERES
IR GERBLS 2R TUETER ) AW B P B R RRE 2 Ryl 2 e fEny
RIGALRVERRE SR NS EIF AR TR A 25t D Hrsos 2o 0V eerx (PhBERAYE
SR LA ) R TE B — SRR 7 Ryfnl [F]HE BARY A BLERR Beyond
RGN A P BRI RESE 7 2R A RE T PR ) AVER - B —ERlE T
B RS BUE - b BEIE  HESZSEREN - OB EITUL
S > RIEHR R B —(E ARG L - FE SR CAVEESE h A H g - B2
Keir Keightley 75 )7 # R E oA @AY © T 55 s e s B I LE R Y
BRI DR R TN AN 2R AT SR ERY - R R S 4
FYE TR E AR SRS ~ B - feVamift DUR T2EE(F - LR T H A E
TSR TR e EsEEn we - °

R 7B =R ERIIARY B A G Em ey PRI 5 4E N ( Chinese women
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& Simon Frith, Will Straw and John Street, The Cambridge Companion to Pop and Rock (Cambridge,
UK ; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 102.
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7 Ibid., 119.

8 Ibid., 90—91.

® Marc L. Moskowitz, Cries of Joy, Songs of Sorrow: Chinese Pop Music and its Cultural
ConnotationsUniversity of Hawaii Press, 2010) - 101.
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18 Nimrod Baranovitch, China’s New Voices: politics, ethnicity, and gender in popular music culture
on the mainland, 1978-1997 [M]. California: University of California Press, 2003.
% Ibid., 113.
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20 Jeroen de Kloet. China with a Cut: globalization, urban youth and popular music. Amsterdam:
Amsterdam University Press, 2010: 118.
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Mo SALIRERE (R AE 90 FEUE AR T EE R  Fx2¢ , (Riot Grrrl) 7)) » it
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2L Andrea Juno, Angry Women in Rock (New York: Juno Books, 1996).
22 Mavis Bayton, Frock Rock: Women Performing Popular Music (Oxford ; New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998), 63-80.
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