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Exploring the Social Relation concerning
Newspapers’ Coverage of Health Insurance Policy for
Mainland Students in Taiwan: A Case Study on
United Daily News and Liberty Times

Chen Hong

Abstract

The present study intended to explore how mainstream media in
Taiwan reported the health insurance policy for mainland students. By
taking as examples of United Daily News and Liberty Times’ coverage, and
based on the approach of critical discourse analysis presented by Norman
Fairclough, the result indicated that numerous contrasts exist among the
discourse operation in the two newspapers. The disputes focus on political
implications of health insurance policy, national identity of mainland

students and the current finance status of national health insurance.

In the processing and social analysis, the study discovered the power
relation behind the interaction of different discourse formations, which
corresponds to dialectical relationship between Power and Knowledge
presented by Michel Foucault. On the one hand, based on different stances,
the two newspapers construct the issue together. On the other hand, their
coverage also reflects social members’ different expectations about the
policy, including politicians, scholars, and mainland students themselves
participate in the competition to interpret the health insurance policy through

discursive practice.

Key words: Health Insurance Policy, Mainland Students, Media Discourse,

Knowledge and Power, Critical Discourse Analysis



