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As the American Revolution drew to a close and the colonies
claimed independence from Britain, the United States’ gaze
turned west to the vast expanse of land that was seemingly ripe
for the taking. After all, according to their Manifest Destiny, it
was their God-given right to expand.

In the Book of the American Frontier, uncover the resistance
that these enterprising settlers faced, from the Native Americans
to the unforgiving terrain. Discover the reality of what life was
like on the frontier, and meet some of the key figures in creating
the legend of the Wild West, including Billy the Kid and Wyatt
Earp. Elsewhere, find out how the Native Americans suffered at
the hands of the settlers, from wars and legislation that stripped
them of their rights, to attempts to crush existing cultures.
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From Jefferson to Geronimo, discover the wars, people A '
ﬂ ' and events that moved the American frontier west o
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Lewis and Clark

St Louis, Missouri Territory

Two years, four months and ten days after
setting out, 32 men (and a dog) returned
to St Louis having travelled from the
Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean and back
again. Captain Meriwether Lewis and his
friend, Second Lieutenant William Clark,
had been commissioned to map the

< newly acquired Louisiana Purchase and

y tofind a safe route across the continent,
allowing the USA to lay claim to the Pacific
coast before any European powers did.
The expedition largely travelled by boat,
following the course of the Missouri and
Columbia Rivers across the Great Plains
and Rocky Mountains. They encountered
at least 24 Native Americans tribes, without
whose help the expedition would have
starved during the winter months - only
the Teton-Sioux treated the white explorers
with a degree of suspicion. Along the way,
Lewis and Clark discovered more than 200
new plant and animal species and drew
140 maps of their route. One member of
the party died on the trip, probably caused

by appendicitis. M, ' -
AT My 1520
The White House and The Missouri Compromise allows
Abraham Lincoln is bornin Capitol are attacked by the slavery in western territories
asimple one-room log cabin British in the War of 1812 south of latitude 36°30"
Hodgenville, Kentucky Washington, DC Washington, DC
< ol - e e I e S e

SS Savannah becomes the first 5 Mexico wins
steamship to cross the Atlantic 7+- independence from Spain
Liverpool, UK NP Mexico City, Mexico
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Cry of Dolores

Dolores Hidalgo, Mexico
The small town of Dolores Hidalgo near
Guanajuato stamped its name in Mexican history
in September 1810 when Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla,
a Catholic priest, rang his church bells in the early
hours to gather his congregation. He spoke to the
assembled crowds, giving what became known 3 4 ’
as the Grito de Dolores (Cry of Dolores), calling 3
on the people of his parish to leave their homes ROCkY
and join him in a rebellion against the Spanish i . . .
colonial government. Six hundred men joined his St Louis, Missourt
insurrection and, although he would be captured b An advert in an 1822 edition of the Missouri Republican sought out
and executed within a year, his was the first 100 men who were prepared “to ascend the river Missouri to its
step in the Mexican War of Independence. That source, there to be employed for one, two, or three years.” The work
conflict would end, 11 years later, with Mexico as an [ they were going to carry out was fur trapping, a lucrative trade since
independent country. = Deaver fur was highly fashionable at the time. The trappers were s
% often the first white men to explore the treacherous terrain, and it ‘ /
was dangerous work. Among those employed by the Rocky Mountain = /;
Fur Company was Hugh Glass, who would be abandoned without ¢ g, S,\‘
\/

supplies in the wilderness during an 1823 expedition and forced to

travel 200 miles back to Fort Kiowa alone.
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2 A NEW AND MAGNIFICENT CLIPPER FOR SAM SRANCISCO
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THE SPLENDID NEW OUT-AND-OUT CL

:
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HENRY BARBER, Commander, AT PIER 13 EAST RIVER.

elegant Clipper Ship was built expressly for this trade by Samuel Hall, Esq., of East Boston, the builder of the celebrated Clippes

cock,” “Joun GILPIN,” and others. She will fully equal them in speed! Unusually prompt di

d a very.quicl ip may be relied upon. ¥ neagements should be completed at once. e
i DE WITT KITTLE & CO, | RANDOLPH M. COOLEY, 88 Wall Street, Tontine Hlilding
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Dakota War

Dakota Territory

Fed up with settlers encroaching onto their territory and
late annuity payments from the US government, in 1862
the Dakota tribes along the Minnesota River decided to
act. When a Dakota brave killed five white settlers, his
tribal chiefs decided to respond with further attacks
aimed at pushing white settlers out of their reservation.

1 1 Over the next few months, several pitched battles ‘
‘ . between the Dakota and the US Army gradually crushed

10 Days to San Francisco!
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¢ thenatives, although not before 77 soldiers and up to

g "&':‘\u, 3 - N 1 » .
' Upto4 P.M. ev ery TUESDAY. / Qp\%‘:_- - 2\ "" b wati L 800 settlers were killed. Thirty-eight Dakotan prisoners L5 ,7
e were sentenced to death, some of whose trials lasted A ¥ e
" of only five minutes, and the rest of the Dakotans were W
Pony Express g | expelled and pushed further west. The United States “" ;
. . had sent a signal that it was prepared to act ruthlessly .
f 15 {3 Oseé?h, Miss Ohu ri L " . against any Native Americans who defied its authority.
e Pony Express may have had a short life, bu — ¢
during its 19 months of operation it helped to link " |

y = | >

\, wr -
',.‘r ’!b

. | 12April1861 f 1-3 July 1863 |

the east and west coasts as never before. Messages
and letters were carried by horse riders who set out
from Missouri and raced from one station to the
next, changing to a fresh horse at every stop, until
they reached the final destination at Sacramento,

California. It took about ten days to deliver a message Bombardment of Fort - Battle of Gettysburg
from east to west, but even that was slow compared Sumter begins the Civil War kY Gettysburg Pennsylvania {;-" g

to the new technology that would soon render the
Pony Express obsolete: the telegraph.
In all cases to be enclosed in 10 cent Government Stamped an\.‘s,
And all Express CHARGES Pre-paid.

Fort Sumter, South Carolina o -

7 26 July1863 e
December 1861-January 1862 = ¥ Sam Houston.
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1I's Raid
Lawrence, Kansas

The west was as fractured by the Civil War as the

east - Texas and Louisiana were among the states

that seceded from the USA to form the Confederacy,

while Oregon and California remained loyal to the

~ Union. Although few set-piece battles took place

in the west, mainly due to a lack of Confederate

=% manpower, there were extensive guerrilla raids
carried out by roving bands of unofficial soldiers.

Among them were William Quantrill's Confederate

| raiders, who targeted the pro-abolition town of

. Lawrence for retribution. Around 450 guerrillas

attacked the settlement, looting and killing any

. men them came across; 164 died, most of whom

were civilians, several of whom had surrendered.

Quantrill had a list of men he specifically sought out,

including Senator James Lane who had led his own

raids against Confederate targets, but Lane escaped

through a cornfield.
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ountain Me assacre
Mountain Meadows, Utah completed
The migrants who left Arkansas for California as part of the Baker-Fancher P Ii .
iy wagon train crossed Utah Territory in the middle of the Utah War, a year-long g Sacramento, California
- conflict between Mormons and non-Mormons. Suspicion of the settlersled . Te 3
the Mormons to attack the wagon train, disguising themselves as Native %
Fg i Americans to avoid reprisals. The settlers put up stern resistance until several
ey "

members of the Mormon militia approached under a white flag. The settlers
left the safety of their wagons and the Mormons turned on them, killing all

over seven years of age. Around 130 men and women were murdered in the
most infamous bout of paranoid hysteria that struck the west.
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' Battle of the Little Bighorn

 Little Bighorn River, Montana Territory

* During a Sun Dance ceremony at Rosebud Creek, Lakotan leader Sitting Bull had a vision of “soldiers
' falling into his camp like grasshoppers from the sky”. Later that month, his vision came true. The
US Army was planning to force the Lakota, Cheyenne and Arapaho back to their reservations and
away from the Black Hills, where prospectors had discovered gold. George Armstrong Custer, a Civil
War veteran who commanded the 7th Cavalry, spotted the Native American encampment and
decided to attack immediately - a big mistake. Stern defence drove the cavalry back and Custer was
_ surrounded, retreating to a hill with around 210 men. Not one of them survived the next wave of
~ Lakota and Cheyenne warriors. However, although Little Bighorn is famous as the site of Custer's
. last stand, it was also the location of the Native Americans' last stand. The tribes scattered as US
. reinforcements arrived; Sitting Bull escaped to Canada, many others returned to the reservations
- and the Black Hills were forcibly ceded to the US.

- -«
kota veteran of Little Bighorn,
is fatally stabbed while under military guard
Fort Robinson, Nebraska
- = ag .

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

28 April 1881

Billy the Kid escapes from prison,
where he is awaiting execution
Lincoln County, New Mexico Territory

Gunfight at the OK Corral

Tombstone, Arizona Territory

Tombstone was typical of many frontier towns - it grew rapidly after the discovery of silver in the local
area and law enforcement struggled to cope with the bandits and criminals who flocked to the town.

A feud developed between town Marshal Virgil Earp and a gang of cattle and horse smugglers known
as the Cowboys, with repeated threats made by both sides. Things came to a head when Earp, with his
brothers Morgan and Wyatt and temporary policeman Doc Holliday, attempted to disarm five Cowboys
in a narrow street close to the rear entrance of the OK Corral. A gunfight followed during which 30
shots were fired in 30 seconds, killing three Cowboys and wounding Virgil, Morgan and Doc Holliday.
The gunfight was largely forgotten until it was resurrected as the subject of a Hollywood blockbuster,
and has now come to symbolise the brutality and danger of frontier justice.




Assassination of Jesse James
St Joseph, Missouri

By the 1880s, former Confederate soldier-turned-robber Jesse
James was living in fear. Driven into hiding by a $5,000 bounty for
his capture, he was living in Missouri with his wife, Zerelda, and
two brothers, Charley and Robert Ford. What James didn't know
was that the Ford brothers had decided to betray him. When James
put down his pistols to dust a picture, Robert saw his chance. He
drew his own pistol and fired, hitting James in the back of his head.
The Ford brothers were arrested for murder but pardoned by the

21 (0 state governor within a day, and another infamous anti-hero of the
Wild West passed into legend.

° "l»"-:

Buffaio Bill's Wiid West show

| Omabha, Nebraska
As the western frontier began to close, a few pioneers began to see the

» potential for profit by portraying the Wild West on stage. Among the first
) \ was William ‘Buffalo Bill' Cody, a former buffalo hunter turned showman.

* He formed his own circus-like attraction, Buffalo Bill's Wild West, which
“= toured throughout the US and Europe, combining re-enactments of

notable figures joined the troupe, including Sitting Bull, Calamity Jane

A B
I historical events with displays of sharp-shooting and horsemanship. Many
[ 4

A and Annie Oakley. The story they peddled was a romanticised view of the

western frontier, leading to the development of many half-truths that are
- now indelibly linked with the Wild West.
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HOW WAS THE WILD WEST WON?

Surrender of Gerommo

A Skeleton Canyon, Arizona Territory

For over three decades, a medicine man had led raids against Mexico 3
and the United States as part of the long-lasting Apache campaign

to resist being moved onto reservations by the new white settlers.

Geronimo finally surrendered to First Lieutenant Charles Gatewood, -

one of the few US soldiers with whom he had some respect, in 1886.

The US government took no chances with their new prisoner - he

had, after all, previously surrendered twice before fleeing to resume a N
life of raiding. This time, Geronimo and his followers were kept under
close supervision at US forts in Florida, Alabama and Oklahoma. He
became something of a celebrity, appearing at the St Louis World Fair
in 1904 and meeting President Roosevelt in 1905. Geronimo died in

- 1909, having been both a prisoner and a celebrity for the last 23 years =

of his life.
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Butch Cassidy robs
his first bank

Beaver Utab Territory

FAMILY SCHEDULE—I T0 |P
nth Census of the Ugted States.
William Temple Homaday SCHEDULE N{ 1.

estimates that there are fewer ZUERESUREL UGS
than 300 buffalo left in the wild i State —

Great Plains

e

Enny

Western frontier

is closed
Washington, DC

Following the eleventh US Census, exactly 100 years
after the first, Superintendents Robert Porter and
Carroll Wright announced that there was no longer a
western frontier of the United States beyond which
there was unsettled territory. The United States

had claimed and settled the entire landmass from
Boston to Los Angeles and New Orleans to Seattle.
The era of the Wild West was over. However, it was
an age of expansion that had come at a great cost.
The same census recorded a total of 248,253 Native
Americans living in the United States, down from
400,764 identified in the census of 1850.
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The American Revolution turned
a group of European colonies
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independent states
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discovery at every turn. This is
the journey of Lewis and Clark
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Great Awakening of religious
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ended hostilities with their
long-time British enemy in
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expand their new nation
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Removal Act

President Andrew Jackson's
controversial legislation removed
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(] [ ]
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(1
Oregon Trail
Journalist and politician Horace
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was suggesting
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How one man’s accidental
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Free States?
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TO REBIRTH

The American Revolution turned a group of European
colonies into a federation of (largely) independent states

L 2T H A R —
Words by Robert Walsh

/'] ive me liberty or give me death!" Even

today the general perception of the

American Revolution is of committed

freedom fighters opposing a tyrannical
king, almost a black-and-white affair. Events like the
‘shot heard round the world, the British defeat at
Yorktown in 1781 and the signing of the Declaration
of Independence are well-remembered to this day.
Founding Father Patrick Henry's fiery rhetoric to the
Second Virginia Convention in 1775 delivered one of
history’s most quoted lines.

But this isn't quite as accurate as it might seem -
the real story is far more complex than that. Colonial
desire for westward expansion (and resentment of
the British curbing it) was one of many factors that
eventually led to war.

The American Revolution saw the birth of a new
nation and the military defeat of its former colonial
master. That wasn't the original intention. Initially,
the First Continental Congress demanded only
greater autonomy for American colonies within
the British Empire. They weren't demanding full
independence at first, just a greater say in their
own internal affairs. Not until 1775 did the Second
Continental Congress vote for independence and by
then the Revolutionary War was underway.

King George Il wasn't a tyrant, either. The
monarch saw the situation as challenging
parliamentary rule in England's American colonies,

not as a pretext for suppressing dissent and
increasing his personal power. If anything, George
11T wanted to pacify the colonies with minimum
bloodshed, not brutally bring them to heel.

For decades colonists had been learning the
practicalities and procedures of self-government.
To effectively run the 13 Colonies as colonies, never
mind a loose coalition of largely independent states,
much decision-making lay in the hands of colonial
officials. They were obliged to implement policy
decisions made by parliament, but day-to-day
governance was largely in their power. They learned
government on the job and in time that paid off.

Over time, an increasing spirit of independence
grew among many colonists. It wasn't so much
explicit support for independence from Britain, but
more of a feeling that the colonies could govern
themselves. In effect they largely already did. As
frustration with London grew (and London in turn
took an increasingly harder line towards its American
colonies) an increasingly large, vocal lobby formed
favouring full independence in fact, not just in spirit.
As the second United States president John Adams
later put it: “The Revolution was effected before the
war commenced. The Revolution was in the hearts
and minds of the people”

Colonial desire for unfettered expansion existed
long before it actually happened. Independence
existed as an idea before becoming a possibility,







BUILDING THE FRONTIER

The 1773 Boston Tea Party has become almost
iconic, the most famous expression of colonists’
increasing frustration with British rule

Slaveowner, land speculator and orator,
Patrick Henry is forever known for saying
“Give me Liberty or give me Death!”

never mind a reality. The skills, experience and
desire to end British rule existed long before the

Revolutionary War and Declaration of Independence.

Over time, attitudes hardened on both sides. Many
British politicians saw the Continental Congress as
upstart rebels and traitors to the crown. George III
took a reasonable personal position, wanting limited
discussion and possibly reform while never allowing
the colonists to forget that they were British subjects.
Publicly, however, he supported the position of
parliament - the colonies were British territory
subordinate to Parliament, and they would remain
so. The colonists were British subjects whether they
liked it or not. They would submit to British rule,
peacefully or otherwise.

Within the colonists themselves there was also
division between those who wanted to pursue
greater autonomy and those who were advocating
full independence. Some were prepared to fight for
independence if necessary, while others were ready
to fight for Great Britain. These divisions were often
bitter and frequently personal.

Abraham Lincoln later said that a house divided
will not stand. Initially, the colonists were divided
and some of them remained so. After signing the
Declaration of Independence, Benjamin Franklin

24

When General Cornwallis surrendered
at Yorktown in 1781, it wasn't the end
of the American Revolution - it was
really the beginning

is said to have described the need for unity in the
bluntest of terms: “We must all hang together or,
most assuredly, we will all hang separately!”

By no means were all colonists anti-British
and pro-Independence - in fact, many supported
increased taxation and the colonial status quo. At the
same time, others opposed taxation and supported
increased autonomy but rejected outright the idea of
full independence. Still prepared to support England,
they viewed working for independence as treason
against the crown.

The Loyalist faction comprised approximately 20
per cent of the colonist population in North America
and their loyalty to England even led some of them
to enlist in the British Armed Forces, joining the
Royal American Regiment. Others didn't enlist but
still fully supported the defeat of the Continental
Army and the suppression of the burgeoning
independence lobby.

At the end of the war, relatively few Loyalists
remained to take advantage of independence and
whatever opportunities it might offer. Leaving
behind their homes and much of their wealth,
some 80,000 were never to return. As a matter of
fact some couldn't return as the more prominent
Loyalists were often banished on pain of death if

they ever came back. Some went to Britain while
the majority practiced their own form of expansion.
Going north in large numbers, they helped build
the English-speaking community in Canada, then
recently acquired by the British.

Samuel Adams, an organiser of 1773's legendary
Boston Tea Party, summed up the common
attitude towards Loyalists:"If ye love wealth better
than liberty, the tranquility of servitude than the
animating contest of freedom, go from us in peace.
We ask not your counsels or arms. Crouch down and
lick the hands which feed you. May your chains sit
lightly upon you, and may posterity forget ye were
ever our countrymen.’

During the 12 years prior to the Revolutionary
War, there had been many differences of opinion
and conflicts between colonists and their rulers
in parliament. Expansion or, to be exact, London
limiting colonists' rights to do so, was one of them.
The Royal Proclamation of 1763 set out specifically
to limit colonial expansion west of the Appalachian
Mountains and in doing so it further inflamed local
resentment of government from London.

The 1763 Proclamation made sense to London,
but it angered a great many colonists. The Western
frontier could be lightly garrisoned (at considerably



reduced expense to the Treasury) and the Native
Americans could be largely left to themselves.

What London didn't foresee was the enormous
resentment that it would generate among the pro-
expansion lobby. Many colonists - especially those
who were ambitious and hungrily seeking status and
wealth - were infuriated at any restrictions at all on
western expansion. It handicapped their commercial
growth and was imposed from afar by a colonial
master whose autocratic approach they increasingly
distrusted and resented.

Most of all, the colonists resented having to pay
for the British troops posted to the border regions
to enforce the proclamation. Some 10,000 soldiers
were positioned along the frontier and London
mandated the £250,000 annual cost be paid by
the colonists. Many colonists and land speculators,
already resenting having expansion interfered with
from afar, were furious at being handed the bill.
Among them were George Washington, Patrick
Henry and Henry Laurens, who later became
president of the Continental Congress.

To many, the proclamation represented an
English attempt to take control of the west away
from the colonists, further concentrating power in
London. With British rule ended, some thought,

FROM REVOLUTION TO REBIRTH

westward and southern expansion could begin. With
expansion would come the chance to make their
fortunes or increase what they already had.

Until war began in 1775, the proclamation was hard
to enforce and frequently ignored, especially by non-
British settlers. Many considered it a hindrance and
an imposition. If it couldn't be enforced effectively
then it could be ignored, up to a point, but for
unrestricted expansion British policy had to change.
If British policy wouldn't change, British rule had
to end, and 1764 didn't improve matters. First the
Sugar Act (also called the American Revenue Act or
American Duties Act) was passed, then the Currency
Act. The former was an obvious revenue-raiser for
London, replacing the unsuccessful Molasses Act of
1733. Granted, it halved the molasses tax, but it was
more strictly enforced. It also listed other products
that could only be legally exported to Britain.

The Sugar Act, meanwhile, created a captive
taxable market for colonial products. The tax, though
indirect, partially offset the cost of British troops
stationed in the American colonies and the West
Indies. Anyone caught smuggling taxable products
would be tried in vice-admiralty courts, not local

colonial ones, because local courts often condoned
smuggling and acquitted smugglers. To the colonists
it looked far more like London side-lining local
officials and the beginnings of a larger power grab
from across the ocean. Relations between the ruling
elite in London and the colonists, already strained,
declined still further.

The Currency Act worsened an already bad
situation, forbidding colonies to use paper money
to pay debts. They could issue paper money for
other purposes, but only gold and silver to repay
any money they owed. As the colonies used paper
money at least as much as gold and silver, the Act
severely hurt the colonial economy, breeding even
more anger and hostility.

All the American colonies except Delaware
officially regarded the Currency Act as one of
their principal grievances. At the first Continental
Congress in 1774, a Declaration of Rights was issued
and numerous Acts of Parliament were included as
grievances. The Currency Act was one of only seven
considered “subversive of American rights".

The Act's impact was more psychological than
financial. It did as much as anything to convince

"To many, proclamation represented an
English attempt to take control of the west
away from the colonists’

Expansion and the pioneer spirit
Expansion became imperative after independence - material needs,
security and culture dictated it

Today's United States grew out of a cluster

of former colonies, each wanting to retain

its own independence, albeit within a loose
confederation of states. None wanted to be too
subordinate to central government, seeing little
difference between a monarch and an overly
powerful president.

For both material and cultural reasons,
expansion was pretty much inevitable. With
the war's end in 1783, mass immigration began.
Increased demand for work, land and natural
resources made expansion the most obvious
option. In turn, mass immigration provided the
manpower for expansion.

Revolution-era Americans were risk takers
with independent minds, and their need to
expand was matched by a genuine desire to
do so. A country whose Founding Fathers had
left Europe searching for something better was
never going to just sit back and rest on its laurels.

Security was also a factor. To the north lay
Canada, a British territory. To the west lay the
Louisiana Territory, a Spanish and then French
possession until 1803. California and Mexico
were then Spanish colonies. There was plenty
of scope for European interference in American
internal affairs and Americans knew it. Materially,
culturally and politically, the United States simply
had to expand and secure its borders.

Their descendants had just won a war to secure
independence - they certainly weren't going to sit
back and do nothing, either.

Many Americans of the time were more than
ready to endure great hardship and risk to
expand into the West
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The earl
move we

Westward expansion flourished
after the Revolutionary War, but
itreally began decades earlier

Western expansion began long before the 13
Colonies began fighting for their independence
- immigrants had already pushed as far west

as the Blue Ridge Mountains in present-day
West Virginia. Most, however, had headed south
into the fertile Shenandoah Valley. The period
between 1730 and 1750 saw large numbers of
German and Scots-Irish immigrants flooding
into present-day West Virginia, North Carolina
and South Carolina. Still more were rapidly
populating what later became Ohio, Tennessee
and Kentucky.

A British proclamation in 1763 expressly
forbade movement west of the Appalachian
Mountains, but it was poorly enforced and
largely ignored. Immigrants continued to head
west, even during the Revolutionary War.

After the British defeat and the Treaty of Paris
formally ended the conflict, the comparative
trickle of pioneers became a veritable flood.

After the war, immigrants spread through
fertile farmland and forests around the
Appalachians and the Mississippi River. By
1810, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee were no
longer barren wilderness. Towns, industry and
commerce were spreading, in turn attracting yet
more immigrants. By 1830, Indiana, Mississippi,
Alabama, Illinois and Missouri had achieved
statehood and joined the Union, so rapid was
postwar expansion. The wild frontier was
slowly being tamed.
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The Royal Proclamation of 1763 did little to
8 halt westward expansion but it did a great
deal to inflame colonial passions
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George Washington was a general, Founding
Father and the first US president. He also wanted
western lands regardless of the 1763 proclamation

"After the war, however, the lure of owning

| | 1and and building profitable businesses
| drew thousands of settlers westward'

colonists that parliament neither understood their

| grievances or cared about resolving them. Leading
| colonists, even some whod previously thought

. differently, began believing they could better serve
1 colonial interests.

It didn't end there. Further conflict emerged with
1765's Stamp Act, which required the colonies to use
specially stamped paper for official correspondence,
playing cards, newspaper and all manner of other
paper products. The stamp proved it had been

- bought through an official government agent (the
* only legal vendors) and that the tax had been paid.
. This was direct taxation, something never before

attempted, and all of it went into London's coffers.
Many colonists were outraged.

Direct taxation didn't exist in the American
colonies at that time. In fact, it wasn't until the
American Civil War that the Federal Government

finally imposed income tax. Until then, individual
states could tax their citizens and pass it on to

the government, but Congress and the Federal
Government were denied other means to directly tax
the American people. The British taxing the colonists
and keeping it all for themselves further inflamed the
fury. It also linked to another issue central to colonial
frustration with British rule.

No taxation without representation
Parliament, responsible in colonial eyes for their
many grievances, was now collecting taxes from the
colonies while denying them direct representation
in parliament itself. Unlike the British constituencies
that had a Member of Parliament each, the American
colonies lacked any at all.

To many in the blossoming independence
movement, this was intolerable, clearly flouting



1689's Bill of Rights that guaranteed their personal
freedoms. To some it smelt strongly of dictatorship

- they were free people who were being forced to
subsidise a tyrannical ruler without any right to
resist. That inflamed colonial attitudes toward British
rule at least as much as British efforts to restrict
colonial expansion into the West.

Before the Revolutionary War, the urge to expand
had existed, but expansion itself had remained
relatively small. After the war, however, the lure of
owning land and building profitable businesses drew
thousands of settlers westward. Expansion west
offered opportunities for profit and gain long since
exhausted in the stable, secure, more ‘civilised’ east.
To really prosper, many Americans and immigrants
thought, they had to risk travelling west and
enduring all of the frontier hardships in the hope of
striking it rich.

All told, independence and subsequent expansion
meant enormous change at almost every level of
American society. The population grew through
mass immigration, increasing population helped
spur increasing expansion. One part of American
society, though, didn't change.

FROM REVOLUTION TO REBIRTH

Colonists originally wanted greater autonomy within
the British Empire. Not until 1775 did the Second
Continental Congress vote for independence

Slavery

Slavery had been legal before the war and remained
so afterward. For slaves the only real change was
where they were bought, sold and put to work as the
United States expanded across North America. At

a time when slavery was viewed very differently, it
made economic sense.

Slaves themselves were a lucrative commodity
until the end of the American Civil War in 1865, and
employers often preferred owning workers for a
one-off fee rather than employing them on a weekly
wage. As expansion spawned vast commercial
development, unskilled labour became increasingly
in demand and as more states developed across the
South through the first half of the 19th century, the
economy there came to depend largely on slave
labour. It would remain so until the defeat of the
Confederacy in 1865.

Ironically, the Confederate states cited states'
rights as part of their cause. If states' rights were
trampled by Abraham Lincoln, they believed,
they would declare independence in 1861 as their
revolutionary forefathers had in 1776. However,
it would be the British who, after the Americans

themselves, benefitted most from postwar
expansion to the west. The Treaty of Paris in 1783
has been described as “exceedingly generous” to the
Americans, but it was also highly lucrative to the
British at the same time.

Prime Minister Lord Shelburne wisely saw the
United States as a new nation rich in resources with
huge potential for expansion, but the country also
needed a major trading partner. Many Americans
preferred trading with the British, and so trade
resumed relatively quickly between the two nations
that had once been enemies.

The faster western expansion developed, the
quicker American commerce found itself growing.
By the same token, the quicker it grew, the more
British commerce could profit from it - it very
much suited the interests of both the British and
the Americans to foster close diplomatic and
commercial links. The Treaty of Paris was as much a
business deal as a peace agreement.

If Britain could outwit its European rivals,
Shelburne reasoned, it would benefit both countries
enormously. It would also restore some of Britain's
international credibility, which had been damaged by
military defeat in the Revolutionary War. That it also
infuriated the French, Dutch and Spanish probably
didn't escape Shelburne's notice, either. The Treaty
of Paris - and separate British treaties with Spain,
France and the Dutch Republic - saw America’s
former wartime allies effectively side-lined. Britain,
once the colonial ruler, now became the United
States' primary trading partner. Or, as disgruntled
French Foreign Minister Vergennes ruefully said:
"The English buy peace rather than make it

Looking back, Britain probably had bought peace,
but only at enormous cost in casualties, money,
resources, prestige and the loss of their American
colonies. The Treaty of Paris was perhaps as much
a business deal as a peace treaty, but it was also a
model of clever, adept diplomacy that ended up
benefitting both the British and Americans in equal
measure. Had the British handled prewar diplomacy
as well as the Treaty, the American colonies might
have remained British considerably longer. As it was,
they didn't. A bloody, protracted war, defeat and a
new nation were the results.

Britain's prewar ambition to curb American
enterprise became largely irrelevant after Yorktown
and the Treaty of Paris. Now Americans and no
longer colonists, western expansion became both
possible and inevitable. The series of detested
prewar taxes, proclamations and regulations aimed
at restricting American trade and expansion were
also gone. London’s efforts had only stimulated
the desire for political, geographic and economic
expansion, not curbed it. In doing so, albeit
unwittingly and unwillingly, British intransigence did
as much as the rebellion of the 13 Colonies to alter
the course of history.
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DISCOVERING
THE AMERICAN
WEST

They ventured across the country through unknown terrain, facing
danger and discovery at every turn. This is the journey of Lewis and Clark
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Words by Jonathan Hatfull

hen the Revolutionary war ended in
1783, the founding fathers had grand
ideals of what the vast continent
had to offer, but little notion of its
sprawling landscape and what lived there. It was
an incredible wilderness full of possibilities and
dangers, from which Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark had no guarantee of a safe return.

The shape of the young American nation would
change drastically when Napoleon Bonaparte
offered to sell the French territory of Louisiana, a
colossal area of 2,144,500 square kilometres that
would double the size of the USA. President Thomas
Jefferson worked quickly to negotiate the Louisiana
Purchase for $15 million in 1803, and he knew
exactly what he wanted from it. He was desperate to
know if there was a Northwest Passage that would
connect the Mississippi and the Pacific Ocean, thus
greatly increasing trading possibilities, and he had
secretly asked Congress to approve and fund the
expedition six months before the purchase was
officially announced.

The president already had the perfect leader for
the expedition. Jefferson's secretary, Meriwether
Lewis, was a military veteran in excellent physical
shape with a keen interest in the study of wildlife,
and his loyalty and dedication were unquestionable.
Lewis immediately began to prepare, taking lessons
in navigation and absorbing every piece of available
information about the geography and people of the
region. However, even with all his study, he knew
there would be myriad surprises ahead.

Lewis invited his former commanding officer,
William Clark, to join him as co-captain, a move
that partly stemmed from the diplomatic aspect
of the voyage. They would be the ones to convey
to the many Native American tribes on their way
westward that they were now living under new
masters - a difficult conversation they hoped
would be smoothed over with gifts, including a
specially minted coin and some demonstrations of
superior firepower. Clark’s experience as a soldier
and frontiersman combined with Lewis's strong
leadership and diplomacy made them the perfect
match, and he readily agreed.

Lewis sailed the newly constructed narrowboat
from Pittsburgh down the Ohio River, and he met
with Clark near Louisville, Kentucky, before setting
up their winter training camp on Wood River. There
would be 33 core members of the Corps of Discovery,
which would finally set out on 14 May 1804 on the
Missouri River.

The voyage did not get off to the best start.
Discipline was occasionally poor, and on 17 May,
three men were court-martialled for being absent
without leave. Meanwhile, Lewis was given his own
warning on 23 May, when he fell six metres from a
cliff before managing to stop his fall with his knife,
just barely saving his own life. There was no margin
for error, and the brooding, solitary Lewis was
reminded that wandering alone was a dangerous
habit. Of course, that would not stop him.

The weather was fine, but it was hard going,
with the fierce Missouri River frequently needing
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to be cleared to allow the boats free passage, and
mosquitoes, ticks and illness proving to be a growing
problem. It was during this summer that the
expedition suffered its only fatality, when Sergeant
Charles Floyd died of appendicitis. However,
Lewis's journeys into the woods provided them
with an abundance of new discoveries. A
meeting with the Oto and Missouri
Native Americans on 3 August
went very well, with speeches
and exchanges of gifts getting
the reception Lewis and
Clark had hoped for. Another
successful meeting was held
on 30 August, this time with the
Yankton Sioux, and the Corps of
Discovery entered the Great Plains
in early September. It was here that
the natural history aspect of the mission
really began, as never-before-seen animals
roamed. Beasts that seem archetypally American
today (elk, bison, coyotes and antelope, for example)
were a new discovery by these awe-struck men from
the east. But the animals weren't the only ones who
called this land home, and the expedition was about
to be reminded that, to some, they were trespassing.
Although every encounter with Native American
tribes had been peaceful so far, tensions quickly ran
high when they met the Teton Sioux (now known
as the Lakota Sioux) near what is now South Dakota,
in September. The travellers had been warned that
this tribe could be unfriendly, and it seemed that
conflict was inevitable following a series of difficult
meetings and demands for one of their boats. Crisis
was averted thanks to the intervention of their
chief, Black Buffalo, although Clark’s diaries show

Lewis and Clark’s journey westward would
lead them along the Missouri River
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A 1954 U.S. Postage Stamp
featuring Lewis
and Clark

that all was not forgiven, referring to them as, “vile
miscreants of the savage race”

They travelled on northwards, reaching the
Mandan settlements (a heavily populated area with
more people calling it home than Washington DC at
the time) at the end of October. Quickly, they began
work on their winter camp, Fort Mandan,
as the cold weather bit harder than
the men had ever experienced. It
was here that they made one of

the most important decisions
of their voyage. They hired the

French-Canadian Toussaint

Charbonneau, a fur trader,

and his 16-year-old Shoshone
wife Sacagawea as interpreters.
Lewis and Clark were heading to
the mountains, and although they

had no idea quite how colossal the range
was, they knew they would need horses. Native

speakers would be invaluable for trade as well as
safe passage. Sacagawea gave birth to her son, Jean
Baptiste (nicknamed Pomp by Clark), during the
winter, and many credit this woman and her child
accompanying the travellers with being the reason
they were treated so hospitably by tribes they met
on the rest of the journey.

Having sent a small group back to St Louis with
samples of their findings, the Corps of Discovery
set out again on 7 April. They made excellent time
through unexplored country, and it became clear

that bringing Sacagawea was a wise decision indeed.

Not only did she help them to forage, showing
them what was edible and what wasn't, she also had
the presence of mind to rescue important papers
when a boat capsized. Then, at the start of June,

Lewis, Clark and their guide,
Sacagawea, in the Bitterroot
Mountains (present-day Idaho)

everything nearly fell apart. They had reached a fork
in the Missouri River, and Lewis and Clark had to
make a choice. If they chose poorly, they would be
taken completely off course, and it was an incredible
relief when they reached the waterfalls they had
been told they would find if they were on the right
track. However, the right track was not an easy path
to take, and the Great Falls were another colossal
challenge. There was a constant threat from bears
and rattlesnakes, and several crewmembers were ill.

They would have to go the long way around, 29
kilometres over difficult terrain, carrying everything
that they needed. There was no way back. Incredibly,
the crew pulled together and accomplished this
amazing feat. It's a testament to the spirit of these
men, their awareness of the importance of their
mission and the leadership of Lewis and Clark that
the only thing lost on this brutal detour was time,
and the dream of Lewis's iron-framed boat, which
simply did not work.

Time, of course, was of the essence. Despite
making the right choice at a second set of forks,
winter was coming and there were still mountains
to climb. They needed to reach the Shoshone tribe
and trade for horses if they were to have any hope
of reaching their goal, and as they grew closer,
Sacagawea helped to navigate through the territory
of her youth. However, finding the tribe proved to
be difficult, and Lewis and a scout broke off from
the group while Clark continued with the rest of
the party up the river. Another crushing blow was
delivered when Lewis saw the full extent of the
mountains they would have to cross. There was no
Northwest Passage through the Rocky Mountains.



"They had reached a fork in the Missouri
River, and Lewis and Clark had to make a
choice. If they chose poorly, they would be
taken completely off course’

Finally, they found the Shoshone, who had never
seen anyone like these strangers before. Sacagawea
acted as an interpreter, and, while speaking, realised
that the tribe’s chief, Cameahwait, was her brother.
This amazing stroke of luck secured the horses
needed for their mountain crossing, after two weeks
resting at the Shoshone camp.

In September, they began their mountain crossing
at the Bitterroot Range with a Shoshone guide
named Old Toby. The weather was against them,
Toby lost his way for a while, and the group faced the
very real possibility of starvation over two agonising
weeks. They finally found their way to the settlement
of the Nez Perce on 23 September, who decided to
spare the lives of these wretched, starving travellers.
In fact, they were incredibly hospitable, sheltering
them for two weeks and even teaching them a new
way to build canoes. Their first downstream journey
may have seemed like a blessed relief, but the rapids
were fantastically dangerous, and they were watched
with great interest as they made their way down the
perilous waters. Once again, they overcame the odds.

On 7 November, Clark was convinced that he
could see the Pacific, writing, “Ocean in view! O! The
Joy... This great Pacific Ocean which we have been
so long anxious to see. And the roaring or noise
made by the waves breaking on the rocky shores
(as I'suppose) may be heard distinctly” He was

sadly mistaken. They were 32 kilometres away, and
it would take more than a week in bad weather to
reach Cape Disappointment on 18 November. Clark
wrote that the, “..men appear much satisfied with
their trip, beholding with astonishment the high
waves dashing against the rocks and this immense
ocean.” They had reached the Pacific; their mission
was accomplished. Lewis and Clark decided to take
a vote on where to build their winter camp, which is
believed to be the first time in recorded US history
that a slave (York) and a woman (Sacagawea) were
allowed to vote. The winter was tough, as endless
rain dampened their spirits, but in March they set
out to return, using Clark's updated map. Their
journey home may have been shorter (a mere six
months), but had its own dangers, including a violent
encounter with Blackfeet Indians that resulted in
two killings. They finally arrived in St Louis on 23
September 1806, almost two and a half years after
setting off.

Lewis, Clark and the Corps of Discovery had
gone where no white man had gone before. The
discoveries they had made, from plant life to animals
(grizzly bears, bison, bighorns, wolves and more) to
the Native American tribes they met, helped to bring
a greater understanding of the nation to Washington,
and they changed the shape of the burgeoning
United States of America.

Sacagawea’s knowledge of the
route ahead was invaluable to |
Lewis and Clark’s expedition

Life after the
voyage
What became of the intrepid
pair once they returned

Lewis and Clark were hailed as national
heroes, and President Thomas Jefferson was
eager to show how pleased he was, giving both
men political appointments. However, in the
case of Lewis, these new honours did not help
him to find any peace. He struggled with his
duties as governor of Louisiana and frequently
gave in to his dark moods and burgeoning
alcoholism. It ended in tragedy when, on his
way to Washington on 12 October 1809, Lewis
shot himself.

Clark’s life makes for much happier reading.
He worked as an agent for Indian affairs and
was married in 1808, before becoming the
governor of the Missouri Territory for ten
years. Despite his harsh words for the Lakota
Sioux after their nearly violent encounter,
Clark became renowned for his fair treatment
of Native Americans (with some accusing him
of being too sympathetic). He also cared for
the child of Sacagawea after she and Toussaint
left young Jean Baptiste (the baby Clark had
called Pomp) in his care. He continued to
raise Jean Baptiste after Sacagawea’s death in
1812, and the young man would later travel to
Europe and the German court.

R 3
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Portraits of William Clark (left) and Meriwether
Lewis (right) painted in c.1807
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On the trail

Track the intrepid explorers’ journey
across Louisiana Territory

01. Camp Wood 14 May 1804

This is where they begin preparing for the expedition. Supplies
are gathered, men are trained, and the importance of the voyage is
emphasised. Some disciplining is required before they go.

02. Lakota Sioux 25 September 1804

While they've experienced several peaceful encounters with tribes,
the Corps of Discovery has a fraught encounter with the Lakota
Sioux on the river near what is now Pierre, South Dakota. Without the
interference of the tribe's chief, this could've been the end for all.

03. Fort Mandan October 1804 - April 1805

They arrive at the Mandan-Hidatsa settlement and prepare for their
winter camp, to be named Fort Mandan. Lewis and Clark arrange for
discoveries and journals to be sent back, and Sacagawea joins them.

04. The unknown fork 1June 1805

The expedition reaches another crucial decision when they find an
unexpected fork in the Missouri. It's a gamble, but they know that
they have made the correct choice when they see the Great Falls.

05. Great Falls 13 June 1805

They had been told about a great waterfall, but having been
confronted with the five cascades of the Great Falls, Lewis and Clark
realise that going around over ground will be long and arduous.

06. Three Forks 22 July 1805

The Three Forks of the Missouri are uncharted when the expedition
reaches this point. They know that if they end up taking the wrong
fork, crossing the mountains will become increasingly perilous.

07. The Shoshone 17 August 1805
|| Sacagawea is reunited with her people when the search for the
| Shoshone is over. Lewis and Clark need her to negotiate for horses,
and they have a stroke of luck when Sacagawea's brother is the chief.

08. Bitterroot Mountains 11-23 September 1805
Accompanied by a Shoshone guide, the expedition sets out into the
mountains. They are ill-prepared for such a long journey through the
Rockies and face horrible weather and the possibility of starvation.

09. Nez Perce 23 September - 7 October 1805

They find their way out of the mountains and into villages of the Nez
Perce Indians. The locals take pity on the starving, bedraggled men,
and help them to prepare for the final stage of their journey.

10. Fort Clatsop 24 November 1805 - 23 March 1806

The Corps of Discovery finally arrives at the Pacific Ocean. They take
a vote as to where to build their winter camp, and dream of home
while Lewis works on a new and improved map.

N AR R Grizzly bear Prairie dogs Bison
.Not ab le The grizzly bears were Lewis and Clark found The explorers were
far bigger than any they these critters fascinating, not prepared for the
D Iscovel’les had seen before. It took particularly the way experience of seeing
more than ten shots to in which they lived Bison in the wild. Lewis
< A > . .
W‘M bring down a single bear in connected burrows wrote of a friendly calf that

when they faced one. (described as “towns"). was only scared of his dog.
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Indian
tobacco

As a tobacco grower, Lewis
took interest in the two
species he encountered
howling at night. They described as an “aromatic on the trip, taking notes on to describe six in his
were familiar to Europeans, herb”, and it spread through how the Arikaras tribe grew journal, including the
but unknown to the men. great swathes of the West. and harvested their crops. Douglas fir.

Douglas firs
Towards the end of the
voyage, they saw a
variety of fir trees, with
Lewis doing his best

sagebrush

First seen in October 1804,
the sagebrush, now known
as Artemisia cana, was

Coyote

Described as “a prairie
wolf", Lewis and Clark
heard these creatures
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MOUNTAIN
MEN

Join the hardy pioneers who lived and died in the
wilderness beyond the western frontier

Tl TR 9
Words by Scott Reeves

efore the Wild West there was the

wilderness west - enormous swathes of

land that were unknown and unexplored,

a vast blank canvas on maps between the
colonies of the East and the seaboard of the West.
Americans believed it was their manifest destiny to
expand across the continent, but if they were to do so
a band of tough and robust pioneers would need to
blaze a trail for them.

Many of these mountain men found their way west
courtesy of the fur trade. Disappearing beyond the
frontier for weeks, months and years at a time, the fur
trappers would return with cartloads of beaver furs
and tales of vast rock formations, great salt lakes and

jets of hot water that spurted from holes in the ground.

In their quest for the finest furs and the biggest
hauls, these pioneers of the West discovered the
quickest and safest paths, cutting their own roads

A -

to allow their mules to travel to the annual trade
rendezvous. Mountain men were often the first white
face seen by native tribes, and sometimes also the
last as they fought skirmishes with the warriors who
resented white men encroaching on their land.

When the fur trade began to decline in the 1840s,
the mountain men found their skills were still in
demand. Hardy folk who wanted to settle in the West
wanted experienced travellers to take them safely
across the mountains and plains. Goldrushers
wanted to know the quickest routes to California
and Montana to make their fortunes. Politicians in
Washington, DC sent the US Army to fill in the gaps on
maps, and nobody was better qualified to help than
the mountain men.

From early American exploration to those who
helped to settle the far west, meet six mountain men
who helped to push back the frontier.




MOUNTAIN MEN

Daniel Boone 1734-1820

Best known for: Being the first frontier hero

Born to a Quaker family in the colony

of Pennsylvania at a time when the
American frontier was defined by the
Appalachian Mountains, Daniel Boone
soon became proficient with a rifle and
was a skilled hunter. After marrying

and starting a family in North Carolina,
Boone would disappear into the
wilderness for weeks and months at a
time, returning from his long hunts with

furs and pelts to trade. During these trips

he discovered easy routes through the
mountains, crossing into territory never
seen by the white colonists.

Faced with growing financial
pressures, 34-year-old Boone decided
to take on a longer and more dangerous
hunt than ever before - a two-year
expedition in Kentucky, the largely
unexplored but fertile land beyond
the Appalachians. Despite being taken

Smith kept his hair long to hide a scar on
the side of his head, the result of a grizzly
bear attack that almost cost his life

captive by the native Shawnee, Boone
returned to hunt in Kentucky in 1772,
while in 1773 he uprooted his entire
family in a failed attempt to settle
Kentucky - one that saw Boone's eldest
son killed by the hostile natives.
In 1775 Boone tried again - this
time plotting a route through the
Cumberland Gap that would become
known as the Wilderness Road. By the
end of the year Boone was living with
his family in Kentucky in a small town
named after him: Boonesborough.
He continued to range far from home
despite the interruption of the American
Revolution and repeated conflicts with
the Shawnee. By the time of his death,
inspired by popular accounts of his
adventurous life, hundreds of thousands )
of settlers had followed the Wilderness Boone became the first frontier hero

- : when an account of his life was printed in
Road to join Boone in Kentucky. 1784 to encourage settlers to Kentucky

Jedediah Smith
1799-1831

Best known for: Mapping the West

Despite being born in New York state, Jedediah Smith had a
desire to see the far west of the new United States. By the age
of 23 he was living in the frontier town of St Louis, Missouri,
responding to an advert to join a new fur trading company
set up by William Ashley and Andrew Henry. Smith was
selected to be one of Ashley and Henry's “enterprising young
men"” and tasked with trapping along the Missouri River.
Such was Smith's success in trapping furs that he was later
offered a partnership in the fur company.

Smith's first expedition to the West saw him discover
the South Pass through the Rocky Mountains. Subsequent
expeditions went further, twice pushing on into California,
although he was received there with suspicion by the
Mexican governor. His return journeys from the Pacific
coast saw him cross the Great Basin Desert at the height of
summer and take a northerly route through Oregon, both
pioneering journeys.

Smith was not just a fur trapper, he was well aware of the
value of his expeditions to the nation as a whole. He was
quick to write to John Eaton, the Secretary of War, to disclose
the location of the South Pass through the Rockies, unlike

} . w previous trappers who had used the route but kept it secret
™ 3 for their own gain. Smith also kept detailed notes and maps,
" making observations on the nature, topography and geology
of the West, shining a light on the region for the first time.
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Joseph Meek

-1875

Best known for: Being a trapper-turned-politician

For over a decade Joseph Meek
roamed the Rocky Mountains as
a trapper working for the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company. He was
a skilled trapper, but not immune
from the dangers of the lifestyle
- at just 19 years old his trapping
party was scattered by a band of
Blackfoot warriors, leaving Meek
alone and wandering to safety
through Yellowstone.

However, Meek was a little late
to the trapping game compared to
many of his contemporaries, and
the fur industry was already in
decline. In 1840 Meek decided to

and administer the increasingly
busy area.

Following a native attack that
killed 14, including Meek's 10-year-
old daughter, Meek travelled to
Washington, DC and met with
James Polk. Meek persuaded the
President to take control of Oregon,
making it a federal territory in 1848,
and was rewarded with the post
of Federal Marshal. The former
mountain man who had lived in
the lawless wilderness beyond
the frontier was now charged with
bringing it under the control of the
United States.

“w

Carson rushed across the
entire continent to deliver

Rit Carson
1809-1868

Best known for: Being the superstar mountain man

of dime novels

at the age of 19 and continued to
take every opportunity to wipe out
the native threat, even mercilessly
wiping out a smallpox-struck
Blackfoot village in 1838.

A fateful encounter on a
steamboat in 1842 saw Carson first
meet the man who would help him
become nationally famous. John
Frémont was a major in the US
Army tasked with mapping
the West, and he hired Carson to
act as his guide. Over the next
four years the two pathfinders
mapped the Oregon Trail, the
artery that pumped settlers into

news of both the Californian
revolt and gold strike to
the President

the West, and investigated the
Mexican province of Alta California,
helping to stir up the Bear Flag
Revolt which led to California being
annexed by the USA.

Frémont's positive reports of
Carson's conduct and bravery
made the mountain man's name
known on the east coast, after
which his life was seized upon by
writers of cheap, dime novels who
churned out exaggerated tales of
his explorations and Indian fighting
to make Carson the pulp-fiction

stop trapping and tag along with
a party of settlers on the Oregon
Trail. Unlike many of his fellow
mountain men who struggled to
adapt to a sedentary life, Meek set
up home in the Tualatin Valley
and threw himself into civilising
the land. Aware that more and
more people were moving to
the area, Meek was a key mover
in the creation of a provisional
government at the Champoeg
Meetings, setting up a political
structure to provide leadership

Kit Carson knew that the life of a

saddler’s apprentice was not for

him and ran away with a caravan

of traders at the age of 15. He did

whatever he could to scrape a living

- cook, driver, miner - until drifting

\ i P into the life of a fur trapper.

Meek had the advantage of Carson repeatedly came up

being the cousin by marriage . . . .

of President Polk, giving him against hostile native tribes and
seemed to revel in his reputation as

access to the most powerful man
in the land an Indian fighter. He took his first

CERLFUETT

Bridger was forgiven by Hugh Glass, who
accepted that the young trapper was
placed in a difficult situation

One of the most widely travelled mountain men,

Jim Bridger began his adventures as one of Ashley
and Henry's youngest fur trappers at the age of 18.
Over the course of the next 46 years Bridger was a

native scalp on his first trapping trip

superstar of his day.

Jim Bridger
1804-188

Best known for: Abandoning Hugh Glass

pioneer who explored much of the West - he was
among the first to view the natural wonders of
Yellowstone and to find the Great Salt Lake.

He was instrumental in guiding US Army map-
making parties, taking the Stansbury Expedition
over what would become known as the Bridger
Pass in the Sierra Madre Mountains in 1850 and
guiding another expedition to Jackson Hole and
the Grand Tetons. He also found the Bridger Trail,
an alternative and safer route to the gold fields of
Montana that was used by countless prospectors.

However, Bridger will always be known as the
man who abandoned Hugh Glass, especially after

the tale was given the Hollywood treatment in
The Revenant.

After Glass spooked a female grizzly bear
with two cubs and was badly mauled, two of
his comrades, Bridger and John Fitzgerald,
volunteered to stay with Glass until he died and
bury his body. They didn't - perhaps scared away
by native Arikara warriors, perhaps just fed up
with waiting - they abandoned Glass to face his
expected death alone. But he didn't die, and Glass
faced a tortuous and painful 200-mile trek to
safety without any supplies and a confrontation
with the men who abandoned him.
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Jim Beckwourth
cl1798-¢c1867

Best known for: Being the most prominent

black mountain man

Jim Beckwourth was born into slavery;
his mother was a slave and his father
her master. Freed in his mid-twenties,
Beckwourth sought his fortune with
the new fur trappers plying their trade
westwards of Missouri. Beckwourth
spent eight or nine years living with the
native Crow tribe, still trapping furs but
also taking part in Crow raids against
their Blackfoot enemy - and occasionally
against whites too.

Beckwourth left his Crow wives
and returned to white society in 1837,
joining the US Army to fight against the
Seminoles in Florida, then setting up
trading posts in Colorado. He tagged
along with the California Gold Rush,
opening a store in Sacramento to supply
the 49ers with food and tools, but being
a shopkeeper didn't put an end to his

wanderings - in 1850 he discovered the
Beckwourth Pass through the Sierra
Nevada Mountains, and the following
year he found an alternative route: the
Beckwourth Trail.

Towards the end of the Civil War
Beckwourth rejoined the US Army
to help conduct operations against
Cheyenne and Apache natives. However,
controversy struck when up to 163
friendly Cheyennes were killed in the
Sand Creek Massacre despite camping
on land suggested by an Army officer
and prominently displaying the stars
and stripes and a white flag. The incident
spoiled Beckwourth's previously good
standing with the Cheyenne and marked
a sad conclusion to a roving life largely
spent improving relations between
whites settlers and native tribes.

MOUNTAIN MEN

Beckwourth was accepted by

the Crow nation because he was
mistaken for the lost son of a chief
and rose to become a chief himself

FIVE WAYS TO DIE IN THE WEST

IF THE GRIZZLIES DON'T GET YOU, YOUR SO-CALLED FRIENDS WILL - THERE WERE
FEW MORE DANGEROUS OCCUPATIONS THAN BEING A MOUNTAIN MAN

Hugh Glass was not the only victim of a grizzly

| Disease

% | No matter how strong
¥ amountain man was, if

he contracted one of the

By « diseases that ran rife in

o r \g gk
a' TN
N}

attack - Jedediah Smith was maimed for life by

a protective bear mother and Kit Carson was
chased up a tree, while countless others did not

escape with their lives.

look for water.

the unsanitary frontier
towns, his chances

of survival were slim.
Cholera, diphtheria,
smallpox, tuberculosis
and whooping cough

were just a few of the deadly illnesses that thrived
with the lack of decent medical care.

Native
Americans
Relations between
the mountain men
and the native tribes
on whose land they
roamed were usually
tense and often
outright violent.

One of many killed

was Jedediah Smith, who was surrounded by
Comanche warriors after leaving his caravan to

EXposure
Perhaps the most

feared method of death,

mountain men needed

_ tobe able tolive alone

in the wild and cope

. with both the cold of

the mountains and

e " the heat of the plains

- the survival of Hugh
Glass was an extreme
illustration of their
phenomenal bushcraft.

Murder

No mountain man
took advantage of the
lack of frontier law
enforcement more

Y than Boone Helm,
' who killed several
. men on his journey to

California, then hid in
Oregon robbing and
killing more victims.

He was even prepared to eat human flesh when
short of food in the wilderness.
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A PROMISED
LAND

During the days of westward expansion, a Great
Awakening of religious fervor swept through the
American frontier

38
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Words by Mike Haskew

hey came by the thousands, drawn to an

event like nothing they had ever seen. The

American frontier was a harsh, unforgiving

environment, yet it was full of promise,
and these pioneering settlers had come to hear
words of commitment, fulfillment, redemption and,
ultimately, salvation.

The flower of the second ‘Great Awakening' was
beginning to blossom, and the camp meeting at Cane
Ridge, Kentucky, held in early August 1801, brought
10,000 to 20,000 people together to hear the word
of God preached, to be baptised and to receive God's
grace, turning as they could from lives of sin.

Hosted by the Presbyterian Church, one of several
Protestant denominations committed to spreading
the Christian Gospel, Cane Ridge was the catalyst
for the camp meeting phenomenon that swept the
woodlands and prairies of the American frontier
in the years of westward expansion across the
North American continent as settlers crossed the
Appalachian Mountains and poured into largely
unknown territory. The Methodists were at Cane
Ridge as well, and the preaching of several ministers
in different venues, the singing of hymns and the
serving of communion marked the event as pilgrims
spilled out of the meeting house and across adjacent
lands, their numbers swelling.

The second Great Awakening found fertile ground
on the American frontier, as the uncertainty of life

and the constant tug of death were daily experiences.
Assurances were welcome - particularly those of the
intrepid ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ. By the
early 1800s, Protestant evangelism was not a new
concept. In fact, a first Great Awakening had occurred
decades earlier in the 1730s and 40s in Great

Britain and its 13 North American colonies. During
that time, evangelical Anglicans and Methodist
followers of John Wesley found their voices, while
the Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Baptists
devoted their energies to spreading the Christian
message and the “conversion of the entire world".
New missionary societies were formed, resources
were devoted to the American colonies, and the
foundation was laid for expansion of the faith.

The second Great Awakening shaped the social
and cultural development of the American frontier
as individuals were led to devote themselves
to Christian principles and the Protestant
denominations spread their influence in the
young land. The practices of ‘revival' of the faith
and ‘rebirth’ of the individual in the Holy Spirit
gained wide enthusiasm and attendance. At the
same time, a wave of ‘democratisation’ continued
among the Protestant denominations. Federal and
state governments declined to sponsor or endorse
a particular religion, and the Church lost is ability
to coerce attendance or financial support from the
faithful. The tenets and practices of the established
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Brigham Young led the Mormon
exodus into the desert that led to
the founding of the state of Utah
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Francis Asbury was an early leader of
the Methodist Church in America and a
prolific circuit rider

Churches were challenged. For Methodists, Wesley's
principle of reaching the people where they lived
and worked involved reaching beyond the walls of
the church building itself and going to the people
wherever they were - preaching to any and all who
would listen.

The movement was not limited to camp meetings,
though, as new congregations were often formed in
the wake of a revival and fresh perspectives on the
relationship between mankind and God were shaped
during the period. Among the most profound of
these was the idea that “all men are created equal’,
as put forth in the Declaration of Independence, and
the concept that every person could be “saved” and
had access to the mercy and salvation of God. Of
course, the implications of this notion are obvious.
In an America where there were thousands of
slaves, how could the Church and the true Christian
reconcile one institution with the other?

Churches themselves struggled with changing
perspectives, and there were splits among the
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believers. A schism between the Congregational
and Presbyterian Churches even predated the
second Great Awakening. Theological debate was
energised throughout the frontier, and the Churches
sometimes banded together to advance the cause
while there were other instances of differing
approaches to the ministry.

The Methodists, for example, employed itinerant
circuit riders, preachers who travelled through towns
and settlements in a district and ministered to the
needy in multiple congregations. The Presbyterian
and Congregational Churches agreed to the Plan
of Union of 1801, allowing mutual support as
either group could hire ministers from the other
and providing flexibility as to discipline, either the
Congregational polity or the Presbyterian session of
ruling elders. Baptists chose generally to minister
through established Churches and brought 10,000
new souls into their fold in the span of just three
years. Everywhere, the numbers of professed
Christians grew rapidly, and in 1816 the American
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This tribute to frontier religious leaders includes

Presbyterian Barton W Stone, right, an organiser
of Cane Ridge in 1801

A preacher exhorts a large crowd during one of
many camp meetings on the American frontier

Bible Society was organised with the sole purpose of
supplying Bibles to the frontier.

The phenomena of the camp meeting and the
revival became the most prominent means of
reaching the unchurched. The human drama of
confession, redemption and salvation as witnessed
during these events brought more people to the
altar. Rooted in the Scottish Presbyterian tradition,
the camp meeting was often the scene of spectacle
as worshippers danced, rolled on the ground,
shook, shouted and sang hymns with boundless
enthusiasm. Although Cane Ridge is remembered
as one of the largest such meetings, preachers held
these events by the hundreds across the frontier. In
the summer of 1811 alone, the Methodists held 400
camp meetings.

Inevitably, there were detractors. Historian Philip
Schaff observed one such event and wrote in 1849,
"There is a stamping and bouncing, jumping and
falling, crying and howling, groaning and sighing,
all praying in confusion, a rude singing of the most



"The

ower of religion was evident in

the shaping of their lives, including their
treatment of their fellow man'’

vulgar street songs, so that it must be loathing to an
educated man, and fill the serious Christian with
painful emotions.”

Perhaps unwittingly, however, Schaff had touched
the essence of the second Great Awakening. The
power of religion was evident in shaping the
perspective of the people in all aspects of their lives,
including their treatment of their fellow man, their
definition of sin, their belief in a life after death and
the solace it provided amid the hardships of the
frontier, and most profoundly the organisation and
mission of the Church itself.

With the second Great Awakening, the idea
that the clergy was the intercessor with God for
the common man dissipated. No longer was the
clergy considered a separate, elite class among
Christians. Logically, the opportunity for a personal
relationship with God presented itself, and then
came the shattering concept of personal freedom
and liberty that transcended religion and daily life
simultaneously, giving rise to the very ideals that are
inherent in the American way of life to this day.

A century and a half after the second Great
Awakening, Nathan Hatch, a professor at the
University of Notre Dame, called Methodism “the
most profound religious movement in American
history, its growth a central feature in the emergence
of the United States as a republic”. The Methodist
circuit riders became such a familiar part of
the frontier way of life that settlers themselves
popularised the saying that the first human sound
to follow the “tunk” of the pioneer's axe was the
friendly "Hello!" of the Methodist circuit-riding
preacher. Francis Asbury, the first American bishop
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is believed to
have covered an average of 8,000 kilometres a year
on horseback as a circuit rider.

The momentum of the second Great Awakening
also served as evidence for Americans that they
might, in fact, be the chosen people of God.
Harkening back to the early days of colonisation,
victory in the Revolutionary War and subsequent
movement westward on the crest of the wave of
Manifest Destiny, the American people also believed
their growing prosperity proved to the world that
their nation was blessed. Author Herman Melville
said: “We Americans are the peculiar, chosen people
- the Israel of our time; we bear the ark of liberties of
the world.

Although the Protestant political voice had long
been prominent in American politics, the second
Great Awakening strengthened it. Nevertheless,
the issues of the day - particularly the question of

slavery - sowed dissent among the faithful, from

the cities in the north and east to the plantations of
the South and the frontiers of the West. By 1845, the
three largest Protestant denominations in the United
States, Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist, had
fractured into northern and southern branches over
slavery, and many of them remained divided for the
next century.

Some historians point to a third Great Awakening
beginning around 1850, during which the growth of
the Protestant Churches in the US had matured and
the denominations were perceived as a political and
social force in the cities. In effect, the evolution of
religion on the frontier had become a paradox. While
offering stability and assurance to the pioneering
people of the Trans-Appalachian West, it had also

A PROMISED LAND

introduced radical concepts of relations between
mankind and God, as well as between fellow human
beings, destabilising the social status quo.

A newfound freedom of religious thought
and expression also gave rise to new religious
perspectives during the mid-18th century. New sects
of believers emerged, including spiritualists; the
Millerists, followers of William Miller who believed
the second coming of Christ was imminent and
expected his return sometime between 1843 and
1844; the Mormons, followers of Joseph Smith who
migrated westward beyond the Rocky Mountains;
and the Shakers.

Religion on the American frontier shaped the
character of the westward movement and settlement
of the North American continent. The result was a
uniquely American viewpoint and identity regarding
the nature of religion in daily life, the subsequent
campaigns in favour of morality and virtuous living,
and the political influences of the faithful as the
nation wrestled with emerging social and cultural
issues that persist, at least in part, to this day.

The Mormon movement

Persecuted on the frontier, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints moved westward

Founded by Joseph Smith in 1830, the members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
or Mormons, were victims of suspicion and hatred
on the frontier because of their peculiar beliefs,
communal lifestyle and practice of polygamy. The
Mormons were persecuted and essentially driven
from the territories of the Midwest, including
Ohio, Missouri, Illinois and lowa. As a result, they
sought a “new Jerusalem’ where they might
practice their faith without fear.

In 1847, the Mormons set out westward,
crossing the Great Plains and the Rocky

Members of the Mormon faith pull
up stakes and abandon Illinois for the
promise of religious freedom in the West

Mountains. That summer, after traveling
hundreds of miles, they came to the flatlands
beside the Great Salt Lake and decided to settle
there. By 1850, nearly 5000 Mormons had come
to the area, and their settlement in the desert
began to take root. Although they had sought
isolation, the Mormons were inevitably caught up
in the general westward movement of Americans,
the tumult of the Mexican War, and later disputes
with the US government. By 1896, however, the
state of Utah, largely the creation of the Mormons,
had joined the Union.
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The Battle of the Alamo in 1836,
decisive in expansion south
west into today'’s State of Texas
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After the Treaty of Paris ended hostilities
with the British in 1783, Americans
looked West to expand their new nation
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Words by Robert Walsh

xpansion was the dream of many
Americans, albeit a nightmare for the
Native American population and deeply
unpopular with the Mexicans. Since
the founding of the original colonies in the 1600s,
colonists had a desire to spread wherever they saw
an opportunity. That desire had long been inhibited,
if not halted, by British colonial policy, war and
practical concerns like manpower and logistics.

Unofficially expansion had been happening for
decades, long before the 19th century saw the United
States extend from sea to shining sea. Even before
the Proclamation of 1763, Revolutionary War and
1783's Treaty of Paris, settlers had been spreading
west, legally or otherwise.

The Proclamation of 1763 had been intended to
keep settlers east of the Appalachians but, poorly
enforced and often ignored, it only managed to fuel
the existing resentment among colonists of British
colonial policy.

With British rule ending after Yorktown in 1781,
American and immigrant settlers could attempt
further expansion without colonial intervention.
They lost no time doing so. Many Americans and
their politicians were keen on nation-building, itself
extremely difficult without territorial expansion.

Within 25 years of the Treaty of Paris, 1803's
Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the United
States almost overnight. Expansion south west

created the Republic of Texas in 1836, the Republic
becoming the Union's 28th state in 1845.

Expansion to the north, particularly in the Oregon
Territory, had been accomplished by a series of
treaties with the British. The early 1840s would be
the springboard for unrivalled expansion through
both diplomacy and war.

The death of President William Henry Harrison
in 1841 carved out an opportunity for maverick Vice
President John Tyler, who was a keen expansionist.
Tyler, sworn in almost immediately, became
America’s longest-serving president never to have
been elected.

In 1842 Tyler's secretary of state, Daniel Webster,
signed the very popular Webster-Ashburton Treaty,
defining the border between Maine and Britain's
remaining North American territory, later present-
day Canada.

Other provisions included joint use of the Great
Lakes, an extradition agreement for some crimes,
reaffirming the Rocky Mountains border established
in 1818, the border between Lake Superior and the
Lake of the Woods and finally ending slave trading
on the high seas. Britain had already abolished
slavery, the US hadn't.

The Webster-Ashburton Treaty proved very
popular in the US. Before long Tyler started eyeing
another potential prize; the Republic of Texas.
Before resolving the Texas issue, though, the Oregon
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"The US, despite Mexico's complaints, had
done little to curb 'filibusters’ fomenting
trouble In Mexican territory”

question came first. Oregon had been a thorny
issue for some time. The British held part of it, but
American expansion and popular opinion wanted
all of it.

In 1846 the Oregon Treaty settled rival American
and British claims to the Oregon Country comprising
present-day Oregon, Washington State, Idaho, parts
of Montana and Wyoming, along with a portion of
British Columbia.

President James Polk, elected on an expansionist
platform in 1844, wanted to satisfy American
demands for control of the entire Oregon Territory
by abrogating the treaty of 1818. The 1846 treaty
didn't give America full control, a line being drawn
along the 49th parallel instead, but compromise
suited both sides.

Britain had other concerns besides Oregon and so
did the US, specifically deteriorating relations with
Mexico. America and Mexico were on the brink of
war over the Republic of Texas joining the Union.
While the 1846 agreement over Oregon was peaceful,
expansion to the south west wasn't.

John Tyler's unexpected presidency
was to kick-start westward expansion,
beginning with Texas
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One of Tyler's first major political moves was
campaigning to annex Texas. Since defeating
Mexican dictator General Santa Anna, Texas had
been an independent nation. Tyler, wanting it under
American control, started laying the foundations for
annexation. He launched a propaganda campaign
implying the British intended to take it, abolishing
slavery and sending American cotton farmers home.
That, Tyler claimed, would seriously damage the
Southern economy.

His appeals to expansionist and nationalistic
sentiments worked wonderfully. His appeals to
pro-slavery and pro-annexation opinion proved
especially popular down South. President Polk was
equally keen, as was Sam Houston, former Governor
of Tennessee and in 1844, and the president of the
Republic of Texas.

In 1845 Houston was elected to the US Senate
partly for helping the former Republic of Texas
become the Union's 28th state. Texas joining the
Union suited expansionists perfectly, expanding
American territory in a strategically important

region. It also provoked the Mexican-American War
in1846.

This pleased many Americans, but displeased a
great many Mexicans. Texas - being former Mexican
territory - meant tensions still existed between
Mexico and the United States. Years before Texan
independence American businessmen, adventurers
and colonists had been entering what had been
northern Mexico. As their numbers grew so had the
Texan independence movement. The US, despite
Mexico's repeated complaints, had done little to
curb these ‘filibusters’ fomenting trouble in Mexican
territory. The loss of Texas had further wounded
Mexican pride, but the Mexican War proved vastly
more damaging.

In February 1845, the US Senate and House of
Representatives voted to annex Texas. Mexico had
never recognised the Republic's independence, also
declaring it an act of war if Texas joined the Union.
When Texas, explicitly ignoring Mexico's warnings,
did so in December 1845, the stage was set for open
war. The war itself was brief and bloody, greatly
expanding the United States and humiliating Mexico.

President Polk had tried to buy parts of present-
day California and New Mexico in 1845. Part of his
offer to Mexico had been defining the Rio Grande as
the southern border of the United States. Mexico had
refused, leaving the US southern border undefined
and disputed. US troops were sent there in large
numbers, further antagonising Mexico.

Now Texas had become the 28th state, Tyler, new
secretary of state John Calhoun and the expansionist
lobby were unapologetic and unrepentant. Texas
had joined the Union, they said, and Mexico would
have to fight to get it back. With the support of the
expansion-minded Polk, Tyler and Calhoun, the US
Army would ensure any fight would fail.

A series of bloody battles followed; Fort Texas,
Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Tabasco, Cerro Gordo,
Churubusco, Monterey and many others. Mexican
troops won some battles but not the war. They
were repeatedly beaten as US troops kept pushing
forward. Mexico City fell in September 1847.

With the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo signed on
2 February 1848, the US gained 1.36 million square
kilometres of what had been Mexican territory.

Texas was now US soil along with California,
Nevada, Utah and parts of New Mexico, Colorado,
Wyoming, Arizona, Oklahoma and Kansas. Some
Mexican land not previously within the new State
of Texas also changed hands and the Rio Grande
now marked the new US-Mexico border. That war
may have officially ended, but skirmishing between
Mexicans and Americans lasted considerably longer.

Politically, militarily and territorially, the Mexican
War was a triumph for the United States. It wasn't
universally popular, though. Protests were mounted
and many US Army officers felt it was a ‘bad’ war
they didn't believe should have been fought.
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Huge gold deposits were discovered
in California in 1848. The Gold Rush
transformed the West Coast

Americans believed the drive west was their
manifest destiny pre-ordained by God
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The Louisiana Purchase
Westward expansion involved military action and bloodshed, but diplom

By the early 1800s westward expansion was
beginning. Military conquest played its part, but
one of the largest moves west involved money
rather than blood. Louisiana had been Spanish
territory until secretly ceded to France in 1801.
Alarmed by the French move but wanting to
avoid war, the United States didn't conquer
Louisiana, they bought it. In doing so they g
effectively doubled the size of the United States
asit then was.

This proved more difficult than expected. The
United States simply didn't have the money to
buy it and no income tax then existed to raise
funds. The alternative was a bond issue via
private investors and bankers.

US government bonds were offered
through the financial centres of London and
Amsterdam, then among the most powerful
money markets. Barings, one of England’s oldest
merchant banks, was heavily involved. Hopes of
Amsterdam also played a significant role.

What had been the Louisiana Territory
rapidly evolved. In 1803 it was a huge,
unmapped wilderness of over 2.5 million :
square kilometres, forming much of the USAs®
western frontier. Today, 13 present-day US
states, in whole or part, exist within what was
one of history’s largest peaceful land transfers.

acy and money also played their part

The Louisiana Purchase was vast, costing
almost 600 billion dollars at today's prices

"The Transcontinental Railroad and
Homestead Acts were crucial to expansion
and a major source of conflict with Natives'

Ulysses Grant, later elected president in 1869 after
his stunning run of victories in the American Civil
War, was one of them. Then a junior officer in the 4th
Infantry Regiment, Grant later described Mexico as a
“most evil war" and cynically criticised its motives:

“We were sent to provoke a fight, but it was
essential the Mexicans should commence it

In Mexico Grant met one of his superiors, Robert E
Lee, who distinguished himself during the Mexican
War and led the Confederate forces in the Civil
War. When discussing terms for surrendering Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox in 1865,
Lee didn't remember meeting Grant despite their
encounters across many Civil War battlefields.

Grant's West Point classmate James Longstreet,
later one of Lee's most able Confederate deputies,
also went to Texas. Texas joining the Union and
the US Army arriving in large numbers was all
the provocation Mexico (and certain Washington
politicians) required.

Grant also encountered another officer who would
play a major part in his later successes, William
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Tecumseh Sherman. Sherman would also play a
major part in the future of the Native Americans, to
their deepest regret.

Like Grant and mutual adversaries Lee and
Longstreet, Sherman's star had risen high during the
Civil War. Gifted, ruthless and steadfastly refusing
to be drawn into politicking, he succeeded Grant
as commanding general in 1869 when Grant was
elected president.

He remained commanding general until 1883. As
he had during the Civil War, Sherman advocated
total war against the latest opponents of American
expansion, the Native Americans. The bloodiest
phase of the Indian Wars was about to begin.

The Mexican War also brought within US borders
areas occupied by Natives, including the fierce
Apache and Comanche tribes. Like their Sioux,
Cheyenne and Cherokee brethren, the Apache and
Comanche were prepared to fight any attempt by
Americans to take their land and natural resources
and frequently did. Among them was one of the
most famous Native American warriors, then a little-

known brave named Geronimo. The US Army would
get to know him better over the next 40 years.

The Transcontinental Railroad and Homestead
Acts were crucial to expansion and a major source
of conflict with Native Americans. Construction
began at Sacramento, California in January 1863 and
Council Bluffs near Omaha, Nebraska in July 1865.
The two lines met at Promontory Summit, Utah on
10 May 1869.

Funded with a combination of private capital
and public bond issues, the Transcontinental
Railroad also received astounding land grants from
the Federal Government. In total it received over
725 million squares kilometres from state and
Federal governments.

A 365-metre corridor for the track and trackside
buildings extended from Sacramento to Council
Bluffs with a further 16 kilometres on both sides
of the track split into alternating sections. Odd-
numbered sections were owned by the railroad
companies, the Federal Government retaining the
even numbered. The railroad companies raised
further funds by selling their sections, although there
were strings attached.

If unable to sell the land granted them within
three years the railroad companies had to sell it back
to the government at $1.25 an acre. If they didn't
repay the bonds, including their six per cent interest



General William Tecumseh Sherman led
operations against Native Americans

rate, the government would own all railroad property
outright. Pressure was on from the start. The Native
Americans were in the way.

The Modoc War, Great Sioux War of 1876 and
the Nez Perce War were bloody campaigns with
regular Native clashes and punitive expeditions
by Sherman’s troops. As the railroad and frontier
expanded west clashes worsened, especially
between Natives and those pushing the ‘iron horse’
through Native lands.

The Homestead Acts also caused conflict, offering
settlers the chance to apply for free tracts of land
mostly west of the Mississippi River. In total some
270 million acres were simply given to applicants
provided they'd never taken up arms against the
United States, had lived there for the required period
and actively worked their land.

All that was needed to prove they'd done so
was an affidavit from a witness. Needless to say,
there were always witnesses available for a price.
Applications themselves often came from frontmen
for large cattle barons who posed as ordinary

citizens. In areas where water was scarce, a frontman
could apply for land with the only water source for
miles, not to build a farm as they claimed, but to
deny water supplies to rival cattle operations.

The Homestead Acts were periodically amended,
increasing the size of individual land grants and
adding new criteria to make appropriating land
easier. The system was virtually unregulated, open
to rampant abuse and corruption, and it was very
seldom that anything meaningful was done to curb
these abuses. Speculators and large businesses used
it ruthlessly, attempting to corner sources of oil,
minerals and timber.

Over time the Homestead Acts further eroded
traditional Native American lands, simply handing
them to settlers. That Native Americans had been
there first wasn't seen as important. If it was, the
importance lay in getting them out rather than
letting them stay.

Native Americans feared their traditional way of
life was starting to disappear as expansion swallowed
their lands. To a large degree their traditions and

FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended
the Mexican War, adding over a million square
kilometres to the United States

culture were also consumed. Treatment of Native
Americans, then and now, remains uncomfortable
for many Americans today. It caused lasting
discomfort for Grant as well.

Grant's time in Mexico had been dispiriting for
him. Already opposed to the Mexican War, he
loathed the way white settlers often treated Native
Americans. In one letter to wife Julia, he made his
feelings clear in typically blunt language:

"My opinion is that the whole race would be
harmless and peaceable if they were not put upon by
the whites”

Whether Grant was right we'll never know, but the
Natives undoubtedly were put upon and Sherman
was among those most responsible. He pursued
them as harshly as he had Confederates during the
Civil War. That didn't make him universally popular
in Washington.

As the pioneers and Transcontinental Railroad
started driving west they came into increasing
contact (and conflict) with Native American tribes.
Sherman'’s job was to protect the settlers and railroad
from 'hostiles’ as they were then called. His methods
differed little from his ‘march to the sea’ and burning
of Atlanta in 1864.

The Natives would submit peacefully or be
subdued militarily as the frontier moved. The Indian
Removal Act of 1830, allowing forcible relocation of
Native Americans along the ‘Trail of Tears, had only
been the beginning. Any tribe resisting Sherman
faced harsh treatment including punitive raids on
their camps and destruction of their property and
means of survival

As Sherman's troops burned homes and destroyed
crops during the Civil War, they inflicted the same on
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the Natives after it. Eradicating the buffalo on which
many Natives depended wasn't Sherman'’s official
policy, but he certainly endorsed it. Sherman saw his
job as protecting settlers and the railroad, subduing
the opposition regardless of Native casualties.

As Sherman himself said during the Civil War:
“War is cruelty. There's no use trying to reform it; the
crueler it is, the sooner it will be over”

Not everybody agreed. Despite his avowed dislike
of politics, Sherman's tenure as commanding general
made him powerful enemies. Secretaries of war
John Rawlins and William Belknap had, in Sherman’s
opinion, appropriated too much of the commanding
general's power and influence for themselves.
Another foe was even more powerful; old comrade-
in-arms and now president, Ulysses Grant.

Sherman'’s attitude to war hadn't changed, but
neither had Grant's toward the Native Americans.
When Sherman's brass-knuckled tactics angered
humanitarians, they found common ground with
President Grant. That put Grant in a very difficult
personal and political position.

Sherman's attitude to criticism, especially from
politicians and the press, wasn't helpful. In 1874 he
moved his headquarters from Washington, DC to St
Louis, Missouri, visiting DC only when absolutely
necessary. There, he felt, he was less subject to
meddlesome civilians and politicians. He only
returned to Washington, DC in 1876 when new
secretary of war, Alonzo Taft, promised him greater
authority to act as he saw fit.

That didn't dampen criticism of Sherman's total
war policy from the public, press and politicians,
but it did mean he could continue as he wanted to.
St Louis was far from Washington's restrictions and
politicking while the Indian Office and Department
of the Interior also lent a hand.

Their policies were aimed at weakening the
independence of Native tribes, in turn making them
increasingly dependent on the Federal Government
for their survival. Natives could be defeated by
Sherman'’s troops or assimilated relatively peacefully
into American society, but not free in their traditional
sense. Grant, though still entirely opposed to a war of
extermination, had hardened his attitude to settler-
Native relations since Mexico:

“No matter what ought to be the relations between
such settlements and the aborigines, the fact is they
do not get on together, and one or the other has to
give way in the end”

Sherman, as two-fisted as ever, reportedly wrote:
"All Indians who cling to their old hunting grounds
are hostile and will remain so till they are killed off”

Rampant corruption also played its part.

Many local officials within the Indian Office and
Department of the Interior were corrupt. They
offered Natives limited rations of rotten food seldom
meeting their needs and often less than agreed. They
took bribes from land speculators and settlers when
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The Louisiana Purchase came during the
third term of President Thomas Jefferson

arbitrating disputes to further deprive Natives of
their traditional settling places and hunting grounds.

Ironically, while pursuing total war against the
Natives, Sherman also despised corruption and
wholesale swindling by Indian agents and local
officials. But it didn't stop him continuing punitive
expeditions wherever possible and reorganising
frontier forts for maximum effect. For Native
Americans the choice remained simple; assimilation
and submission or destruction and defeat.

It remains a bitter irony that their greatest
battlefield victory at Montana's Little Big Horn
in 1876 was perhaps the downfall of the Native
Americans (or Plains Indians as they were then
called). Civil War hero George Armstrong Custer's
attack on a Native encampment on 26 June 1876
has since been cited as an epic military blunder and
Custer himself blamed for the defeat.

At the time it was widely, some say falsely,
portrayed as a massacre perpetrated by savages
bent on death and destruction. The annihilation of
the Seventh Cavalry's troops under Custer provided
the anti-Native and expansionist lobbies with all the

impetus they needed to pursue ruthless policies
openly. It also stifled criticism of Sherman'’s tactics,
giving him a freer hand than ever before.

After Little Big Horn the US Army pursued Natives
with a fury. The Natives, some sensing defeat and
others looking just to survive, found themselves
scattered all over North America. Many went with
Sitting Bull to Canada, remaining there as fugitives
until forced out by the British.

At first Sitting Bull lived among around 5,000
followers in present-day Saskatchewan. Provided
they committed no crimes and caused no trouble,
they were told they would be protected from the US
Army and given food to help them survive. Their
safe haven didn't last very long.

Canadian authorities became fearful of intertribal
conflict, annoyed that some of Sitting Bull's younger
followers misbehaved, and wanted the area cleared
for their own white settlers. His request for a
permanent reservation refused, Sitting Bull's people
were first encouraged and then forced to surrender.
Their government rations were eventually stopped,
making surrender or starvation their only options.



The 1846 Oregon Treaty
agreed boundaries between

American and British territory,
staving off potential war
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Sitting Bull and his remaining followers, now
less than 200, re-entered the US, surrendering at
Standing Rock in May 188L. Sitting Bull died there on
15 December 1890, shot by police there to arrest him
in case he joined the Ghost Dance movement.

Two weeks after Sitting Bull died US troops
committed the Massacre at Wounded Knee. Over
300 Natives are said to have died. Founder of the
Ghost Dance movement Wovoka, who claimed to
have seen a vision of Jesus Christ returning as a
Native American, had numerous followers.

They'd gathered at Wounded Knee to perform
the Ghost Dance in the hope, according to Wovoka's
teaching, of reversing their fortunes. If performed
correctly the Ghost Dance would see white settlers
vanish from Native lands and the almost-extinct
buffalo return in large numbers. Their deceased
Native ancestors would also come back.

Some whites, especially Indian agent James
McLaughlin, saw a large gathering of Natives as an
imminent attack. McLaughlin's hawkish response
and ignoring military objections led to disaster.
Hundreds of Natives died when they were cornered
by alarger US Army force under Colonel James
Forsyth and Major Samuel Whitside. The troops
responsible were Custer's old unit.

His old comrade Crazy Horse, legendary for his
bravery at the Little Big Horn, had fared no better.
Imprisoned at Camp Robinson in present-day

An 1883 photograph
of Sitting Bull

Nebraska, he was fatally wounded on 5 September
1877 while allegedly resisting imprisonment. It's
long been suggested that Crazy Horse was actually
murdered and the crime covered up.

Geronimo was a little luckier. Although never a
chief, he'd led numerous war parties against the US
Army. He'd also surrendered three times only to

leave his Reservation and fight again. His battles with
the United States had begun in 1848, leading Apache

warriors against US troops and settlers. Since then
he'd been a regular thorn in their side.

He finally surrendered in September of 1886.
Geronimo was never allowed to return to his
homeland. Born near Turkey Creek in present-day
New Mexico, Geronimo died on 17 February 1909 at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, still officially a prisoner of war.
The great era of domestic expansion was over and
America had changed forever.

If the Standing Rock Reservation, site of Sitting
Bull's death, sounds familiar today, it should. It's
currently the site of protests against the Dakota
Access Pipeline intended to go through Native
land. The pipeline has drawn protests from
environmentalists, but especially from Native
Americans in Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota.

It seems that far from having improved since
the end of the expansionist era, relations between
modern America and its indigenous peoples remain
contentious to this day.

FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

The Monroe
Doctrine

US President James Monroe
aimed to remove European
colonialism in America, North
or South

Like Manifest Destiny, the Monroe Doctrine
existed as an idea long before being given a
name. Monroe had first expounded it in the
early 1820s, but not until the 1840s was the
actual document named after him. It was
largely written by future president, John
Quincy Adams.

Unrest and political turbulence had made
Monroe nervous. By December 1823, almost
all Spanish and Portuguese colonies were on
the verge of independence. Monroe saw the
potential for huge regional instability in years
to come. With this instability, Monroe also saw
the potential for trouble.

Monroe's Doctrine sought to curb what he
viewed as foreign powers meddling in the
Americas. Any foreign power trying to take
control of any independent state in North or
South America would therefore be deemed as
being ‘unfriendly.

That said, the doctrine specified that if
foreign powers refrained from meddling in
the Americas then the United States wouldn't
meddle either with existing European
colonies or the internal affairs of any
European countries.

The Monroe Doctrine has long outlived
its namesake. Subsequent presidents have
quoted it and enforced it, including Ulysses
Grant, Franklin Roosevelt, John F Kennedy
and Ronald Reagan. Revised and reinterpreted
several times in different ways, it remains an
important US policy.

A Founding Father and Revolutionary
War veteran, President Monroe is
remembered for the foreign policy
doctrine named after him
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THE INDIAN
REMOVAL
ACT

President Andrew Jackson's controversial legislation
removed tens of thousands of Native Americans from
their own land. The exodus became known as the

Trail of Tears

LB ST o e R el

Words by Owen Williams

y 1830, the number of white settlers
desiring to move into Indian-occupied
territory, and the clamour of their
demands, prompted the US government
to take drastic action in favour of its
electorate. The 'solution' to the
problem arrived at under the
presidency of Andrew Jackson
was the Indian Removal Act,
which would uproot the “Five
Civilised Tribes” (Choctaw,
Seminole, Muscogee/Creek,
Chickasaw and Cherokee)

N\

from their lands in the
Deep South of America and
displace them hundreds

- T President Andrew Jackson,
of miles to new territories painted in 1824 by Thomas
further west. Sully. Jackson was incumbent

Prior to the act, the five tribes
had been assured of their right
to remain east of the Mississippi as
long as they toed certain lines of European
society, such as adopting Anglo-European cultural
behaviours and practices and converting to
Christianity. Jackson, however, called an end to this
era in his State of the Union speech in 1829, arguing

period
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1,

in office for almost the
entire Removal

that nobody can stand in the way of “progress”, and
that relocation was the only way to prevent the
Indians' otherwise inevitable annihilation. According
to his proposal, Indians could only observe self-rule
in federally designated reservations west of the
Mississippi, and would be forcibly escorted
to those lands.
The act was passed in the senate
on 28 May 1830, after much
acrimonious debate; although
in the end, only the maverick
congressman Davy Crockett
voted against it. Over the course
of the subsequent 20 years, the
Five Tribes were “escorted” on
foot to their new destination in
Oklahoma by local militia forces.
Many resisted, leading to wars before
the Indians could be subdued and
marched on their way again. Disease was
rife, environmental conditions were severe,
and the Indians were subject to constant attacks en
route, meaning that thousands died without seeing
the end point of their arduous and unjust journey.
The European Americans inherited 25 million acres
of land, little caring about the appalling price.




THE CHOCTAW

he Choctaw were the earliest of the

Five Civilised Tribes to be evicted

from their lands in Alabama, Arkansas,

Mississippi and Louisiana, following
the Indian Removal Act. Their relocation was
managed in three stages between 1831 and 1833 -
although some Choctaw refused to leave and their
uprooting continued throughout the rest of the
19th century and into the 20th.

The Choctaw nation had come together in the
17th century from the remnants of other tribes that
had occupied lands in the Deep South of America
for many thousands of years. A lot of Choctaw had
fought for George Washington's army during the
American Revolutionary War, and in the politically
fraught times that followed, the Choctaw generally
sided with the nascent United States Government
(or at least, never took up arms against it; they
even fought with the US against the Creek Indians
in 1813). This spirit of cooperation, however, didn't
garner them any special treatment or privileges.
Jackson visited them in 1820 as a commissioner

representing the United States in a treaty
negotiating the boundaries of Choctaw lands. He
decided to resort to blackmail, bribery and threats
to get his way. The 1820 Treaty of Doak’s Stand
saw the Choctaw ceding half their land to the US
Government, and agreeing to work towards US
citizenship, which would only be granted once
they were deemed “civilised and enlightened". But
a decade later with Jackson now in office, those
remaining rights were lost, and the final 11 million
acres of traditional Choctaw land exchanged for 15
million in what's now Oklahoma in the Treaty of
Dancing Rabbit Creek. It was the Choctaw’s final
significant land cession treaty, and the first under
the Removal Act. Chief Greenwood LeFlore was
almost immediately deposed by the Choctaw for
signing the treaty, and succeeded by his nephew,
George W Harkins.

Following the treaty, the Choctaw divided
into two distinct groups: the Choctaw Nation
who undertook the trek to Oklahoma, and the
Choctaw Tribe, who stayed behind in Mississippi.

Those 5,000 or so who held out were granted US

citizenship, but endured legal conflict, harassment,

intimidation and violence at the hands of the

European Americans who wanted them gone (by

1930 only about 1,600 were still there). The 15,000

who left, meanwhile, had to contend with the

brutal winter of 1830-31 and a cholera epidemicin

1832. About 6,000 Choctaw died on the journey.
In the years that followed, most Choctaw

supported the Confederacy during the American

Civil War, largely due to the

promise of a state under

Indian control. In World

War [, the Choctaw were

the first of the US Army’s

famous codetalkers (their

language, as far as the

enemy was concerned, an

unbreakable code). Today

they are the third largest

of the remaining Native

American tribes.
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from the relocated Choctaw bands: the
Jena Band and the Mississippi Band
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)| US Marines search for Seminole
warriors in the Everglades
during the Second Seminole War

THE SEMINOLE

he Seminole had settled in the Florida
area in the early 18th century. As a people
they were a culture made up of offshoots
of the Creek, Choctaw and other tribes.
Their name is derived from the Spanish ‘cimarrén’,
meaning ‘wild' or even Tunaway’. Under the Indian
Removal Act they were to be settled in Creek
territory west of the Mississippi and be folded back
into the Creek tribe. They put up fierce resistance
to this, however, fearing that the Creek - who
considered them deserters - would take it upon

WO

Seminole Chief Osceola
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themselves to be aggressively unwelcoming to the
Seminole people. They had fought Andrew Jackson's
initial incursions into Florida in a prolonged conflict
between 1816 and 1819. However, the Removal Act
sparked the Second Seminole War, which raged from
1835 until 1842.

The specific treaty detailing the proposed removal
of the Seminole was the Treaty of Payne's Landing.
The seven chiefs of the Seminole had travelled
to the new Oklahoma reservation and reportedly
signed documents agreeing that it was acceptable.
But on returning to Florida the chiefs retracted their
apparent consent, saying they had been coerced and
bullied into compliance. Even some US Army officers
supported this claim. Nevertheless, the Treaty was
ratified in April 1834, giving the Seminole three years
to vacate the land. When the Seminole refused to
recognise the treaty, Florida prepared for conflict.

The 28th of December 1835 saw the Dade
Massacre, where 110 American soldiers under the
command of Major Francis Dade were ambushed
and killed by Seminole Warriors. US Major Ethan
Allen Hitchcock, who found the bodies, wrote that
it was a wholly avoidable tragedy brought about by

|

General Ethan Allen Hi
itch
enounced the treatment cock
of the Seminole by his own
government and troops in 1835

“the tyranny of our government”. Further skirmishes
took place in the subsequent months at Fort Brooke,
Fort Barnwell, Camp Cooper, Fort Alabama and

Fort Drane, none of which resulted in the defeat of
the Seminole: several of the forts even had to be
abandoned by the American troops. It eventually
took a force of 9,000 US marines, navy and militia,
under the command of Major General Thomas
Jesup, to subdue an Indian resistance that had never
numbered more than 1400 warriors. A truce was
reached following the Battle of Hatchee-Lustee in
January 1837. Hundreds of Seminole surrendered

at this point, but those few who did not kept the
conflict going until August 1842.

The last act of the war was the capture of Chief
Tiger Tail (one of the Seminole leaders during the
Dade Massacre) and the killing of his small band
of holdouts. Tiger Tail died in New Orleans before
he could be transported to Oklahoma. Most of the
Seminole resigned themselves to removal, although
a hundred or so remained in the Florida Everglades
and were left alone on an-ad-hoc reservation of their
own. They remain the only tribe never to relinquish
their sovereignty or sign a peace treaty with the US.



THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT

THECREEK

ndigenous to the Southeastern Woodlands of Government. The war effectively undid all the work

the United States, the Creek had been the first of previous Creek generations who had attempted

Native Americans to be classed as “civilised": to coexist peacefully with the European-American

they were the first of the Five Civilised Tribes. settlers. The antipathy Jackson developed for the
That's perhaps surprising given their history of Creek during the conflict would be carried into
resistance and conflict with the US. They had seen his presidency.
their lands ceded to the US by the British following By the time of the Indian Removal Act, there
the American Revolution, and had fought alongside were still about 20,000 Creek in Alabama. Their . ™ 7
the Cherokee against the white settlers of lands had been divided into individual allotments, Members of the Creek Nation,
Tennessee during the Cherokee-American Wars and the terms of 1832's Treaty of Cusseta actually photographed in 1877
of the late 1700s. gave them the choice of remaining in situ (and

The outbreak of the Creek War in 1813 was a submitting to state laws) or relocating to Oklahoma driven from their land for the final time. About a

series of conflicts between the Creek’s Red Stick with financial compensation for doing so. In practice, — quarter of them died on the arduous journey west
faction and American militias. There were several however, staying in place was never really an option.  to Oklahoma.
Red Stick attacks on American forts, including a Illegal occupation of Creek lands by settlers was Subsequently the Creek were divided in their
famous massacre at Fort Mims, Alabama in August. widespread, with US authorities largely turning loyalties during the American Civil War, with some
Creek men, women and children were slaughtered ablind eye. The increasingly impoverished and supporting the Confederacy and others siding with
in retaliation for an atrocity at Tallushatchee in desperate Creek resorted once again to attackingthe  the Union. President Abraham Lincoln initially
November of the same year. General Andrew interlopers, leading to the short-lived Second Creek rewarded the loyalists with increased government
Jackson finally put down the rebellion at the Battle of ~ War of 1836. It ended with the forced removal of aid, but the actions of the rebels meant a new treaty

Horseshoe Bend in March 1814. The Creek signed the  the Creek by troops under the command of General was required in 1866. Under its terms the Creek lost
Treaty of Fort Jackson in August, ceding 23 million Winfield Scott. In mid-1837 about 15,000 Creek were  further territory, with part of the Creek reservation
acres of land in Georgia and Alabama to the US first rounded up into internment camps and then given over to recently emancipated slaves.

Chief Red Eagle surrenders to
Andrew Jackson following the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend in 1814
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THE CHICKASAW

he Chickasaw are closely related to the

Choctaw. Their oral history recalls their

settling in Mississippi in prehistoric

times, and the two peoples separated into
distinct tribes sometime in the 17th century. Their
first contact with Europeans was when the Spanish
explorer Hernando de Soto encountered them in
1540. After several disagreements they attacked his
entourage and he swiftly moved on. They allied with
the British in 1670 (a period that often brought them
into conflict with the Choctaw), and with the newly
formed United States in the Revolutionary War.
Subsequently they tended always to side with the
US and its government, even as their rights and lands
were eroded.

The treaty securing their removal west was that
of Pontotoc Creek in 1832. A previous attempt had
failed in 1830, when the Chickasaw had baulked
at the poor quality of the land they were being
offered in Oklahoma. But two years later, with the
encroachment of the European-American settlers
onto their valuable Mississippi territories, and
an epidemic of whiskey addiction, they began to
feel their culture was being overwhelmed and

A rising of the Chickasaw people,
angry at mistreatment, is suppressed
by the United States Cavalry
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on the point of being wiped out. An indication of
their desperation at this point is that they ended
up ceding their Mississippi lands to the
government on merely the promise of
new land being found for them.

Uniquely among the Five
Civilised Tribes, they were also
persuaded to pay for their own
migration. They used the
financial compensation they
received for their Mississippi
lands to buy a part of the
Choctaw tribe’'s new Oklahoma
territory. The American Senate
ratified the agreement between
the Chickasaw and the Choctaw
in the 1837 Treaty of Doaksville
-unusual for an internal matter
between Native Americans.

The Chickasaw's migration west began in
1837 and continued into the following year. Just
under 5,000 Chickasaw made the journey, which
was accomplished relatively successfully compared
to the trails of tears the other four tribes endured.
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The Chickasaw Holmes
Colbert represented the
tribe politically after

the Civil War

Instead, their privations began on arrival, when
most Chickasaw, rather than gaining their own
new district on former Choctaw land as was
originally arranged, were interned in
temporary camps in Choctaw towns
and government supply depots.
Poverty, addiction, internal
political disputes and attacks
from other tribes were rife,
and it would be another 15
years before the tribe was
finally settled in a dedicated
Chickasaw territory.
The Chickasaw formally
separated from the Choctaw,
emerging as a new Chickasaw
Nation in 1856. In the Civil War
they joined the Confederacy. By 1907,
following the defeat of the Five Tribes'
petition for statehood, the Chickasaw were a
powerless minority in their own lands. The
20th century saw a revival in their fortunes,
however. They were officially recognised as a
Nation again in 1983.




THE CHERORKEE

ncursion on Indian land by European-American
settlers had always been due to its particular
desirability, whether for perfect farming
conditions, mineral deposits, or both. In the
case of the Cherokee's land in Georgia, however,
there was a very specific reason: gold. The Georgia
Gold Rush, in which thousands of prospectors
descended on Cherokee land in search of their

Elizabeth Brown Stephens was one
of thousands of Cherokee on the
Trail of Tears. This photograph was
taken in 1903 when she was 82

fortune, began in 1829, preceding the more famous
California Gold Rush by 20 years. The Cherokee, who
had inhabited the land since prehistoric times, were
quickly overwhelmed. The State of Georgia, far from
supporting its indigenous people, was desperate to
get them out of the way.

Even by the previous standards of the Indian
Removal Act, the treaty that uprooted the Cherokee
was dubious in its morality and legality. The Treaty
of New Echota was accepted neither by the tribal
leaders nor the majority of the Cherokee people,
but was nevertheless enforced in 1838 by Andrew
Jackson's successor, Martin Van Buren. Sadly a new
president didn't mean a change in Native American
fortunes. Having refused to recognise the terms
of the deal, the Cherokee were first herded into
internment camps for several months, before being
forcibly marched from their lands by militia troops.
Twelve wagon trains, each comprising about a
thousand Cherokee, began the arduous trek in the
winter of 1838. Their various routes encompassed
trails through Kentucky, Illinois, Tennessee,
Mississippi, Arkansas and Missouri. Most of the
Cherokee travelled barefoot.

Malnutrition, disease, pneumonia and exposure
were rife on the journey. The summer in the camps

The Cherokee are pictured
here removing to the West

President Martin Van
Buren succeeded Andrew
Jackson and enforced the

Cherokee Removal

had been one of blistering heat and severe drought,
and the winter of that year was freakishly cold,
making progress brutally slow (the 96 kilometres
between the Ohio and Mississippi rivers alone took
three months). The risk of the Cherokee bringing
sickness to populations meant their journey was
made even longer than it might have been, since
they were forbidden from passing through towns or
settlements and had to go around them. When they
reached the Ohio river they were charged a dollar
a head by the ferryman who usually only charged
12 cents. On the long wait to cross the river, many
Cherokee died from exhaustion and starvation.
Some were even murdered by locals.

The Cherokee finally reached their destination
in Oklahoma in the early months of 1839. Between
the internment camps and the journey itself, the
estimated death toll was between 4,000 and 6,000.

Today, the Cherokee are the largest Native
American group in the US, but the shameful ethnic
cleansing of them and the other Civilised Tribes
has not been forgotten. The 3,540-kilometre Trail
of Tears National Historic Trail was opened in
commemoration in 1987. The Five Tribes finally
received a formal apology from the US Government
in 2008.
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RIDING
THE OREGON
TRAIL

Journalist and politician Horace Greeley famously
stated “Go West, young man.” He had no idea just how
arduous and dangerous a trip he was suggesting

AT 9
Words by Robert Walsh

Alfred Bierstadt painted
hundreds of scenes of 19th-
century America, including
The Oregon Trail, Emigrants
crossing the Plain
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he Oregon Trail is another hallmark of the

Old West. Between the mid 1830s and the

completion of the First Transcontinental

Railroad in 1869, some 400,000 people
used it, vastly accelerating expansion of the western
frontier. Starting as a motley collection of dirt tracks
passable only on foot or horseback, it grew into a
spider's web of wagon trails, way stations, forts and
towns linking numerous Midwestern states.

Starting out in Missouri, at its peak the trail
linked Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming,
Utah, Idaho and Oregon itself with California, where
it linked up with the California Trail among others.
Some of today’s major roads still follow parts of
the trail.

Originally the trail was the domain of trappers
and hunters. At its peak, however, it was used by
explorers, ranchers, hunters, trappers, pioneers,
missionaries and businessmen, all hoping to
start new lives and perhaps make their fortunes.
Whatever it was they were looking for, many would
find death and tragedy instead.

Some reached their destinations safely and even
prospered. Others arrived, but achieved little other
than surviving the trip, while some simply gave up

on their original destinations, settling down along
the way rather than continue. For the rest, only death
awaited them. Hostile natives, disease, starvation,
outlaws and accidents left graves marking the
Oregon Trail like milestones.

The 'Great Migration of 1843’ was a particular high
point, some 1,000 people departing aboard a huge
wagon train. After reaching Fort Hall, Idaho they
were told by their guide that, from then on, the trail
was impassable to wagons and they should use pack
animals instead. Their leader, Marcus Whitman,
disagreed. He and many of the pioneers believed that
a wagon trail could be made, if necessary by clearing
forest and levelling a track as they went. Whitman
and his followers were right.

They managed to cut a route through Oregon's
heavily forested Blue Mountains before meeting the
then-impassable obstacle of Mount Hood. Bypassing
the mountain, sending the wagons down the
Columbia River and the animals via the Lolo Pass,
almost all of the travellers successfully arrived in the
Willamette Valley in October 1843. The Oregon Trail
had been created.

One of the largest groups to use it was the
Mormons. They came in their thousands to live

RIDING THE OREGON TRAIL

together as a homogeneous group. Early Mormon
settlers were responsible for finding suitable places,
then building farms and homes to accommodate
their brethren as they arrived. Mormons came from
all over the country, their leader Brigham Young
choosing the Salt Lake Valley in Utah as their main
base. Some Mormons, however, settled in other
places. One of them, store owner and newspaper
publisher Samuel Brannan, settled in California and
was to cause a massive rise in traffic via the trail. It
was Brannan's newspapet, the California Star, that
publicised a momentous discovery - gold.

The 1848 California Gold Rush was another
major source of travellers. With such huge amounts
seemingly there for the taking, people travelled
from all over the world seeking their fortunes. Those
travelling from Europe and wanting to avoid a risky
boat journey round Cape Horn or via Panama used
the trail to reach their destination. With endless wild
stories of gold so plentiful it could simply be picked
up from riverbeds and streams, many thousands
headed for California. ‘Gold fever' proved even more
contagious than cholera.
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Trail truths

The eastern section of the Oregon Trail linked
to the California, Mormon and Bozeman
Trails, all major routes.

One of the busiest departure points for
the Oregon Trail was St Joseph, Missouri,
home of the Pony Express.

Lacking their own supplies of fresh fruit and
vegetables, travellers ate trailside fruits and
berries to ward off scurvy.

The trails were commonly used for mass
cattle drives, ranchers moving livestock
wherever the best prices were found.
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Oregon City

While it was officially
founded in 1842, the site
of Oregon City served

as a popular trading

post between American
settlers and friendly
Indian tribes. As a natural
stopping point for the
Oregon Trail, Oregon

|| City swelled as pioneers
settled to make a life for
themselves in a rapidly

| growing settlement.
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In 1849 cholera also struck the US. Thousands
died on the trail west, especially along the Platte
River between 1849 and 1855 during the ‘epidemic
years! With little understanding of how cholera
spread or how to treat it, parts of the trail were
natural breeding grounds. Kansas, Nebraska and
Wyoming were the last resting places for many
who sought fame and fortune, with their unmarked
graves left lining the trail.

The most basic essentials for trail travellers were
food, water and transport. Transport involved horses,
pack mules, oxen and wagons. However, each of
these modes of transport had their own particular
difficulties. Mules weren't the most co-operative
of creatures, especially carrying loads of over 45
kilograms up steep hills and through mountainous
country. Horses and oxen had to be shod. Wagons
needed to be repaired on the trail, requiring spare
parts and tools for the job.
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Whitman Mission

Founded in 1836, the Whitman Mission provided

supplies and medical care to travellers on the

Oregon Trail and the local Cayuse Indian tribe for

well over a decade. However, in 1847 a measles

epidemic killed most of the Indian residents.

In retaliation, the tribe murdered every white
survivor and burned it to the ground.

Soda Springs
|| Located on a short detour
from Fort Bridger, the Soda
Springs had been a popular
stopping point for Indian
tribes and fur traders for
decades before the Oregon
Trail was completed. Local
waters were naturally
carbonated by volcanic
activity and were especially
popular for medicinal

purposes and bathing. y
) r

\h

Fort Laramie

Fort Laramie was one of the first
major forts on the Oregon Trail, so it
was an incredibly important station
on the route’s opening stretch. Built
in 1834, it existed to protect and
resupply those travelling down the
long road to Oregon City.

Native American camps

The Oregon Trail passed two major tribes: the

Cheyenne and the Pawnee. Travellers lived

in fear of attacks, but most of the time these

never came. Instead, the majority of contact

with the tribes was friendly, with Native
Americans offering assistance and trade.

|

Water had to be found along the way, which was
not always possible - nor was it necessarily safe.
Finding rivers, ponds and streams was sometimes
difficult for travellers. Finding water that was safe
for drinking and cooking was even harder. With
little knowledge of waterborne diseases and large
numbers of people living with poor sanitation,
cholera was a constant threat.

Food was basic. Meat could be bought before
departure and hunted along the trail, where it could
be found. Hardtack biscuits, salted pork and bacon,
beans, dried fruit, pickles, bread and rice were staple
supplies. To make meals less monotonous sugar, tea,
coffee, dried vegetables and small amounts of spices
and maple syrup supplemented their diet. If a wagon
train got lost or scattered by, say, a native raid, entire
wagon trains could starve out on the plains. For this
reason, experienced guides were well worth their
exorbitant fees.

The right clothes and equipment were vital.
Warm clothing for cold weather, several pairs of
boots as two or even three pairs would wear out
on the trail, guns for hunting and protection, tents
and bedding, candles and lanterns, books, paper
and pens for keeping diaries and records of the
journey, spare leather and tools for running repairs
of saddles, bridles and boots, soap for washing and
so on. Tobacco was a popular item for smoking and
for trading with friendly natives and other travellers.
Basic cooking equipment was also essential. As the
amount of necessary supplies increased, so did the
number of wagons and mules needed to haul them.

Travellers often discarded equipment if it couldn't
be repaired or they lacked the means to transport
it. If a wagon was irreparably damaged essential
supplies were taken off and redistributed among
other wagons and pack animals. If there was no
space left then supplies were simply dumped

Hw
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The trail begins

The Oregon Trail took three
decades to complete and was
essentially lots of small trails
mapped and discovered by
different trappers, which were
then linked up to create a route
through much of the frontier.
Independence, Missouri became
a ‘jumping-on’ point for the trail |&

due to a high influx of Mormons
N that used it.
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The Rocks
Courthouse and Jail Rocks were
some of the first major landmarks
travellers on the Oregon Trail would
see as they journeyed across the
West. The two large rock formations
are found near the Platte River, but
both have eroded heavily since the
S days of the Old West.
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by the trailside. Many travellers foraged among
the abandoned wagons and supplies of their
predecessors, carrying off whatever they found
useful. ‘Waste not, want not’ and ‘finder's keeper's'
became rules of the long road west.

One factor helped or hindered travellers more
than any other - money. Stores, wagons, animals,
weapons, supplies and guides all had to be paid for

unless they could be bartered. As demand increased,

so did prices. Groups of travellers often pooled their
money to pay for everything, keeping the restin a
strongbox for security. It didn't always work. Native
raiding parties might make off with a wagon train's
entire stake. Outlaws might also attempt to rob a
wagon train, law enforcement being limited in most
places and practically nonexistent in others.

Like the Pony Express, the decline of the
Oregon Trail was marked by the encroaching
Transcontinental Railroad. Riding the trail was

arduous, dangerous and costly. Travelling from the
East Coast to the West by rail was cheaper, safer,
faster and less uncomfortable. A journey taking eight
months via the Oregon Trail could take eight days
via train, usually without catching cholera, being
robbed by outlaws or scalped by natives.

With the railroad converging on Promontory
Summit, Utah from both east and west, the days of
the Oregon Trail were increasingly numbered. As the
railroad advanced towns and cities grew along its
route, allowing travellers to stop and continue their
journeys in relative safety if they chose to, further
lessening the need for the old trails.

By the 1870s the Oregon Trail had had its day.
Railroads and stagecoaches had replaced wagons
and pack mules. Of approximately 400,000 people
who travelled along it, as many as 21,000 died. But,
obsolete though it was, it was the Oregon Trail that
had opened the route west.

RIDING THE OREGON TRAIL

Women of
the frontier

Men and women viewed life on

the frontier differently...

Women and men seem to have had very
different attitudes to and experience of
expanding the western frontier. While men
often viewed the journey as an adventure
and were keener to risk it if they thought the
rewards worth the risks, women were less
keen. They often saw it as threatening a stable,
ordered, more comfortable way of life.

Many women kept diaries and journals
describing the hardships of the trail and their
sadness at losing so many along the way. They
also often found their life on the trail far more
demanding, physically and mentally, than
they had expected.

That said, it did give women the chance
to break traditional stereotypes. In an
environment where everybody had to
contribute something, women often found
themselves in roles they hadn't previously
experienced, something resembling equality.
The social scene out west was also different.
In the California goldfields, for instance,
women could run their own businesses and
often did.

The pioneer experience often changed
men's view of women and women's view of
themselves. It wasn't actual equality, but it
was certainly a path not only to the West, but
toward a freer, less restrictive existence.
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JAMES POLK:

AMERICAN

CONQUEROR

Meet the forgotten eleventh president who shaped the
United States into a continental giant — but hastened its

fall into civil war

LB ST e R Sl

he United States of America, the
song America the Beautiful says, Tuns
“from sea to shining sea’, east to west
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific.
The country also runs from the 49th Parallel, much
of which marks its northern border with Canada,
to the Rio Grande, which forms its southern border
with Mexico.

These boundaries were the creation of many
ordinary Americans, especially the settlers who
established themselves on Mexican land in Texas
and British-claimed land in the Oregon Country
in the Pacific Northwest. But the formation of the
nation as the modern colossus bestriding two great
oceans was the diplomatic and military feat of the
country's often overlooked eleventh president,
James Knox Polk.

It was he who successfully asserted American
claims against Britain in the Oregon Country,
securing the northwestern corner of the nation
without firing a shot. He also sent an army to Mexico
City and forced the Mexican Republic to surrender all
of its territory north of the Rio Grande.

Words by Dominic Green

But Polk’s presidency was only a brief triumph.
His inability to understand that slavery was a danger
to the Union accelerated America's path to the
catastrophic Civil War in 1861.

In Pineville, North Carolina, Polk was born in a
simple log cabin in 1795, the first child of Samuel
and Jane Polk, who could trace their family origins
to Presbyterian emigrants from Ireland. At the
baptismal font, it apparently emerged that Samuel
had doubts about Presbyterian theology so his
firstborn son went unbaptised. Nevertheless, his
mother, a strict Calvinist, imbued him with staunch
religious principles of hard work, self-discipline and
an unquestioning faith in predestination, the belief
that God has already decided what will come to pass.

But it was Polk’s grandfather Ezekiel who
ordained the future of the family’s lives. In 1803,
when Polk was eight years old, Ezekiel, like a Biblical
patriarch, led some of his family on a pilgrimage into
the wilderness.

They settled in the frontier country at Maury
County, Tennessee, and three years later, Samuel and
his family joined them. Polk was a sickly child and

"He also sent an army to Mexico City and
forced the Mexican Republic to surrender all
of 1ts territory north of the Rio Grande”
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life was hard. In 1812, he underwent an operation for
urinary stones — the anaesthetic was brandy — which
may have left him sterile.

The Polk family soon dominated the political
life of this new society in the woods. As Samuel's
business interests grew, he became a county judge.
He also befriended another influential judge,
Andrew Jackson, the future hero of the War of
1812 and eventual president of the United States.
After studying at the University of North Carolina,
Samuel's son began practicing law at Nashville,
Tennessee, in 1820. Polk’s first brief was to defend
his father against a charge of public brawling. Samuel
allegedly paid a token $1 fine.

In 1822, Polk stood for the Tennessee House of
Representatives as a Democrat and won by a huge
margin. Jackson supported his political career,
causing the two to spark an alliance that would
endure for the rest of Jackson's life. Polk played the
"Young Hickory' to Jackson's gnarled ‘Old Hickory'.
Months later, Polk also made another strategic
alliance (possibly with Jackson's encouragement)
by marrying Sarah Childress, the accomplished but
strictly religious daughter of one of Tennessee's
leading families.

A year later at the 1824 elections, Jackson won the
popular vote but failed to get a clear majority from
Electoral College. The House of Representatives
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The original roots of the
now-famous term,
‘Manifest Destiny’

In 1845, as President Polk steered the United
States towards a stand-off with Great Britain
in the Oregon Country and a war against
the Republic of Mexico, the journalist John
O'Sullivan wrote that it was “our manifest
destiny to overspread the continent allowed
by Providence for the free development of our
yearly multiplying millions".

Since then, the words ‘manifest destiny’ have
served as shorthand for the ideas that drove
the expansion of the United States. This process
ensured the rise of the nation as a global power
in the last decades of the 19th century, but it
also accelerated the slide towards the Civil War
and the decimation of the Native Americans.

Polk’s party, the Democrats, was the party
of expansion and slavery. The opposition, the
Whigs, were looking for abolition as they feared
that expansion would tip the political balance
of the United States away from the cities of
the northeast, and instead towards a society of
slave-holding farmers in the west.

For the Whigs, talk of manifest destiny was
" a corruption of the noble principles on which
e the American republic had been founded,
and a reflection of the dangerous populism of
Andrew Jackson and his protégé, James Polk.
Yet the United States had been founded by
Puritans who, like Polk's mother, believed in
the religious predestination of their society. The
idea of manifest destiny, like the later belief in
American exceptionalism, was a reflection, ugly
or not, of the country’s origins.

Manifest Destiny personified
assists the frontiersmen
in American Progress by John Gast
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Ask the expert

Rather than a ‘dark horse’
candidate, biographer Walter
Borneman argues that Polk was
actually a tenacious workhorse

A career politician, was it
really unexpected that he
would run for president?
The idea of Polk as a ‘dark
horse'is a political myth.
Polk was one of the most
seasoned and accomplished
politicians of his day,
someone who had designs to follow Jackson
to the White House from the very beginning of
his political career. In the Tennessee legislature,
seven terms in Congress, including two as
Speaker of the House, and as governor of
Tennessee, Polk always had his eyes on the
bigger prize. He was a viable candidate for vice
president in 1840 and was positioning himself
for the same in 1844. The letters that go back
and forth between Polk and his campaign
managers show how much he manoeuvred and
sought the nomination.

- B~
An 1861 painting depicting L&
the move westwards

"Polk deployed his experience as a party
politician, skilfully manoeuvring .throu%h
nine ballots at the party convention of 1844"

Was Polk blind to the tensions over slavery?

Polk was definitely not blind to the rising
tensions between the North and South over
slavery — he was himself a slave owner — but he
generally chose to ignore or at least downplay
these ties. For example, he was very careful as
president to keep his ownership of slaves and

a Mississippi plantation quiet. Many historians
have claimed that Polk's expansionist policies
were tied to his promotion of the expansion of
slavery but I don't believe this is true. Polk was
motivated largely by the example of Jacksonian
America and manifest destiny to expand across
the continent. He pushed this agenda for
reasons of trade with the Pacific and to counter
British and Spanish interests in North America
far more than any idea of expanding slavery.

Why is Polk not better remembered?

The major reason is that Polk was a slave-
owning Southerner whose legacy got pushed
aside in the wake of the Civil War. I have always
thought it interesting to speculate which side
Polk would have come down on had he lived
to see the war. Many assume that he naturally
would have supported the Southern cause as a
result of his inherited plantation but his strong
Unionist tendencies — clearly in the mould of
Andrew Jackson — may well have kept him on
the side of the North. Perhaps

he might even have kept

Tennessee in the Union.

Walter Borneman is the
author of Polk: The Man
Who Transformed America
and the Presidency.
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instead chose John Quincy Adams as president but
he had come second in both the popular vote and
the Electoral College.

Jackson and his supporters alleged underhand
dealings by Adams and his supporters. When
Polk came to Washington, DC, as a Tennessee
Congressman in 1825, he took up Jackson's
cause, calling for the abolition of the
Electoral College and echoing Jackson's
agrarian populist policies. These
depicted the small farmer as the
true American pioneer, and the
urban, eastern establishment as a
corrupt elite.

When Jackson won the 1828 election,
Polk became one of his closest advisors. As
Jackson's voice in the House of Representatives,
he rose quickly, learning how to manipulate the
legislative machinery of committees and procedures
as he went. In 1838, with a presidency in mind, he
returned to Tennessee and won the governorship.
But he was unable to master the Tennessee House.

The economy was still weak after the Panic of
1837 —arecession caused in large part by Jackson's
policies — and in 1840, Jackson's presidential
successor, Martin van Buren, lost the White House to
the rival Whig party. The Tennessee legislature voted
against Polk's requests for expensive programmes
of education and infrastructure, and his Jacksonian
proposal to strengthen state banks against financial

panics instead of giving additional powers to a
national bank. In 1841, Polk lost the governorship.
He stood once more in 1843, only to face failure
Once again.

Still, Polk had positioned himself to inherit the
nomination as van Buren's running mate in the 1844
elections. Polk was a diplomat in a Washington
where political differences still led to
duels, and where the issue of slavery
was threatening to split the North and

South. In a Jacksonian style, he also

aligned himself with the issue that

would force slavery to the top of the
agenda by the end of the 1840s — the
territorial expansion of the United States.
In 1836, the white settlers of Mexican-

ruled Texas declared their independence. Jackson,

then the president, had recognised the rebels but
Mexican threats of war had prevented him from
annexing the self-proclaimed Republic of Texas.
Meanwhile, Britain, which had defeated the United
States little over two decades earlier in the War of
1812, was courting Texas.

The Texans were slaveholders while the British,
having recently eradicated slavery, used their navy
to become patrons of abolition. If the United States
allowed Texas to fall into British or Mexican hands,
it would become an obstacle to expanding west. But
if America absorbed Texas as a pro-slavery state, it
would exacerbate tensions between the South and



the North's abolitionist majority. Tensions would
also rise if Texas was absorbed without slavery, as it
would become a haven for escaped slaves. Polk, too,
was a slave owner — he had inherited 20 slaves and
a cotton plantation on his father's death in 1827. The
right to hold slaves was protected in the American
Constitution but he underestimated slavery's
potential as an issue capable of dividing the Union.
He believed that expanding the country was a more
pressing affair and one that, if realised, could unite
opinion around an expanded ideal of the nation.

The Whigs and Democrats were both divided
over Texas. When the Whig nominee, Kentucky's
Henry Clay, declared that he was against annexing
it, so did van Buren. Jackson, who favoured the plan,
now pushed for Polk, presenting him as the only
nominee capable of uniting the party and winning
the presidency. In turn, Polk deployed his experience
as a party politician, skilfully manoeuvring through
nine ballots at the party convention of 1844, and
took his chance.

“Who is James Polk?" became the Whigs' election
cry. He was the first ‘dark horse’ candidate but he
only appeared to emerge from nowhere. In reality,
he was actually an experienced administrator,
materialising from within a party in crisis, as
Abraham Lincoln would as the Civil War loomed. Yet

while Lincoln would become the candidate of a party

on the edge of civil war, Polk won the 1844 election
as a unifier.

The American population was doubling in every
generation and now equalled that of Great Britain.
This baby boom created a rapid momentum of
industrial growth in the established states in the
east and a constant flow of settlers to the west. The
country now possessed the means and numbers to

JAMES POLK: AMERICAN CONQUEROR
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The making of the United States

The Florida Cession, 1819
In 1810, when West Florida declared
its independence from Spain,
President James Madison sent in
the troops. Spain did not accept
this conquest until 1819, when the
Adams-Onis Treaty finally settled
all American and Spanish claims in
North America. Six months later,
Spain annulled part of the treaty by
recognising the independence of

Mexico, creating new boundaries.

N worth 18 million Francs ($3.75 million).

The Louisiana Purchase, 1803
In 1800, the French leader Napoleon
Bonaparte tried to re-establish the French
Empire in the Louisiana Territory. Three
years later, the administration of President
Thomas Jefferson bought the 1.3 million-
square-kilometre territory from the French
government for 50 million Francs ($11.25
million) and the cancellation of debts

J A
Treaty of Paris, 1783
The Treaty of Paris, in which
Great Britain recognised the
independence of its former
American colonies, established
the United States of America
as 13 states, with an eastern
border on the Atlantic Ocean
and a northern border with
British-ruled Canada. Its western
border was the eastern bank of
the Mississippi River.

J

In 1867, Secretary of State William
Seward signed the Alaska Purchase,
buying more than 885,000 square
kilometres of territory in Alaska from
the Russian Empire. The Russians,
realising that Alaska was militarily
indefensible, sold it for $7.2 million —

about two cents an acre.
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The Alaska Purchase, 1867
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Gadsden Purchase, 1853
1n 1853, the US paid $10 million to the
Republic of Mexico for over 48,000
square kilometres of territory in
what is now southern Arizona and
southwest New Mexico. The US
wanted land for a transcontinental

railroad and the Mexican government

needed money.
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Treaty of Guadalupe

Hidaglo, 1848

Imposed on Mexico by the Polk
administration, the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo expanded the
borders of the US towards the Rio
Grande, with the accession of Texas,
and the Pacific Ocean, with the
acquisition of California.

Fmes N

Polk’s inauguration featured in
the Illustrated London News
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fulfil the dream of the Founding Fathers — a United
States from the Atlantic to the Pacific. To Americans
it seemed History and God had predestined that the
nation would become a global power.

The outgoing president, Andrew Tyler, tried
to push a resolution for the annexation of Texas
through the Senate with Polk’s help. Taking office
as the eleventh president, and the youngest up to
that point at the age of 49, Polk pledged to complete
the annexation of Texas, to defend slavery as a
constitutional right and to protect the claims of
American settlers in the Oregon Country, which
extended from the northernmost border of Mexico
at the 42nd Parallel to the 54th.

Britain and the United States both claimed the
territory — Britain through the expeditions of Captain
Cook and George Vancouver, and America through
the land explorations of Lewis and Clark as well as
the voyages of Robert Gray. Neither country wanted
a conflict. In 1818, they agreed to administrate
the land together but the influx of settlers in the
1840s tipped the demographic balance towards an
American majority and patriotism rose accordingly.

When Polk spoke of annexing the Oregon Country,
the British threatened war. Polk, calculating that
they were more interested in good trade relations,
proposed dividing it, extending the Canadian-
American border eastwards to the Pacific. Britain
would get Vancouver Island but would concede the
future state of Oregon.

Polk had called Britain's bluff and he now called it
again in Texas — but he didn't read his adversaries’
intentions correctly. In December 1845, he signed a
resolution annexing the land, then sent an envoy to
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Read all about it! War News From Mexico
by Richard Caton Woodpville, Sr, from 1848

Mexican president José de Herrera with an offer to
buy New Mexico and California for $30 million. Polk
expected de Herrera to sell but he refused.

While exploring the idea of sponsoring a coup in
Mexico, Polk sent General Zachary Taylor and 3,500
troops to the Nueces Strip — an area on the northern
bank of the Rio Grande claimed by Texas and Mexico
—in early 1846. He instructed his general to provoke
the Mexican Army and by May, word had reached
him that American soldiers had been killed and
captured on the Strip. Polk accused the Mexicans
of having “shed American blood on American soil”,
even though Taylor had provoked the conflict.
Congress voted for war.

Naturally, pushing the United States' frontier
forward meant pushing back Great Britain's
ambitions — the British claim to California dated to
Sir Francis Drake’s landing at ‘New Albion’ during his
circumnavigation of the globe. To pre-empt possible
interference, Polk sent his troops to occupy Santa Fe,
the capital of New Mexico, and Los Angeles, which
allowed him to declare the seizure of California

In September 1847, Mexico City fell to the United
States and Polk imposed the terms of Mexico's defeat

"Taking a riverboat
destined for New
Orleans, he ignored
rumours of cholera,
despite several
passengers dying'




via the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Texas was to
become the 28th member of the Union and the Rio
Grande its southern border.

Mexico also ceded a vast tract of land — known
as California — in the west and its northern border
touched the southern border of the American half
of the Oregon Country. It included almost all of the
future states of Arizona, Nevada and Utah, large parts
of Wyoming and Colorado, and half of New Mexico.
In return, America paid Mexico $15 million — less
than half the amount that Polk had offered before the
war — and agreed to settle claims amounting to $3.25
million by American citizens against the government
of Mexico.

Texas entered the Union in 1845 as a slave-holding
state. Soon after, lowa entered as a ‘free’ (non-slavery)
state in 1846. California, its population suddenly
increased by the Gold Rush that began just a week
before the annexation in 1848, entered the Union in
1850 as another 'free’ state. Nevada became a free
state just before the elections of 1864, its admission
potentially hurried through because Lincoln wanted
to ensure a Republican majority in Congress.

The expansion of the United States south and
west exacerbated tensions over slavery — its already
divided political parties disagreed over whether
the "peculiar institution” should be extended to the
new territories. Polk, once the master of political
compromise, didn't stay in office and attempt to
reconcile the pro- and anti-slavery factions. He had
secured the Democratic nomination in 1844 as a

compromise candidate — but the compromise was
that he wouldn't run for a second term.

Yet there could be no lasting agreement on
slavery. With Polk retiring from the presidency, the
Democratic Party would soon split over its expansion
into the newly won states. When the Democratic
convention chose Lewis Cass, a strong supporter
of spreading slavery, as its presidential nominee,
Democrats from the northern states, who opposed
expanding it, broke away. Calling themselves the
Free Soil Party, they nominated van Buren as their
candidate — but this split the Democratic vote and
allowed the Whigs' nominee to move into the White
House. The new president, sworn into office in
March 1849, was none other than Zachary Taylor, the
star of the Mexican-American War.

Despite his relative youth, Polk was exhausted
after four years in the top job. He and his wife
decided to leave Washington, DC, in 1849 to begin
aplanned tour of the south of the country that was
meant to end at their new home in Nashville. Instead
of a triumphal return, the tour would eventually turn
into a funeral march.

The Polks kept to a busy schedule of festivities as
they travelled down the East Coast. Never physically
strong, Polk picked up a heavy cold as their tour
turned west towards Alabama. Taking a riverboat
destined for New Orleans, he ignored rumours of a
cholera outbreak, despite several passengers dying
of the infectious disease on their journey down the
Mississippi River.
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The US Army takes control
of Mexico City in 1847

When the Polks arrived in New Orleans, Polk
continued to ignore swirling rumours of cholera
cases in the city and insisted on honouring his
invitations and his public. He and Sarah then took
another ship bound for Tennessee. At one point on
the journey, he fell so ill that he had to disembark
and spend several days in bed on dry land. While a
doctor assured him that he definitely did not have
cholera, Polk kept drinking water, even during the
epidemics. As Sam Houston, his fellow Tennessee
Democrat, joked, Polk was “a victim of the use of
water as a beverage”.

The Polks quickly returned to Nashville and
settled into their new home after a visit to Polk’s
ageing mother. Polk’s health rallied, and it finally
seemed he was in the clear —but he suddenly
declined again. He finally died at home on 15 June
1849, probably from cholera.

Polk, in the front row, third from the left,
pictured with his cabinet in 1846. This was the
first photo ever taken inside the White House

© Getty, Nicholas Forder
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CALIFORNIA:
THE STATE
MADE OF GOLD

How one man’s accidental discovery of gold would go on
to change the face of California forever
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he day started pretty much like any
other for James W Marshall. A foreman
employed by John Sutter in Coloma,
California, he went about his task
of building a tailrace for a lumber mill he was
constructing for Sutter. But 24 January 1848 was not
destined to be an ordinary day. During his morning
inspection Marshall noticed a piece of shiny metal.
That shiny metal would turn out to be gold and
Marshall's discovery would lead to a gold rush that
would last from 1848 to 1855.

You might imagine that such a find would have
Sutter screaming from the rooftops with excitement,
but the opposite was true. Sutter had dreams of
building a vast agricultural empire, and he knew
that if word got out that there was gold on his land,
his dream would be ruined. So he tried to keep the

discovery quiet.
His plan didn't work, however.
Rumours started to circulate and W

when businessman Samuel
Brannan made the discovery
public in May 1848, there was
no putting the genie back into
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found gold oy
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The California ‘%
state motto is %“
Eureka!, which was
what prospectors M
% shouted when they

the bottle. And the news would only travel further:
the New York Herald reported the discovery on

19 August 1848, followed by President James Polk
discussing the gold in an address to Congress on 5
December 1848. It wasn't just the residents around
California who wanted part of the action - by the
beginning of 1849 the news had spread worldwide,
causing people to gravitate west in the hope of
getting rich.

The first gold-hunters to arrive were Californians,

with entire families making the journey to try
to gather as much gold as possible. And, at the
beginning, the job was relatively easy. Tectonic
forces had pushed minerals (ie gold) to the surface
of the Sierra Nevada, water carried it downstream
and it finally se