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Sheng Shih-ts'ai and the Chinese Communist Party
(1937-1942)

Kao Su-lan

Abstract

In order to consolidate the political power and to acquire the support from the Soviet Union, Sheng
Shih-ts'ai implemented the pro-Soviet policy and had friendly relations with the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). Besieged by Nationalist Army and was blockaded in Northemn Shansi , the CCP began the Long
March and intended to go to Sinkiang. As he swang to the left, Sheng Shih-ts'ai established the "Nationalist
United Front against Japanese Aggression" with the CCP, and permit CCP's remnant troops entering
Sinkiang.

At the beginning of the War of Resistance against Japan, the Soviet Union had supplied China with a
large amount of weapons through Sinkiang. The CCP also benefited from it. Besides setting up an office of
the Eighth Army in Sinkiang to contact with the Soviet Union, the CCP also made use of the stable
environment and military facilities to train their own military staff.

To enforce the activities in Sinkiang, representatives from CCP's headquarter were sent to discuss
cooperation with Sheng Shih-ts'ai. In return, Sheng asked the CCP not to promote communism or develope
organizations, and also forbade them to declare their party membership, so as to soothe the government and
stay in tune with the social development of Sinkiang. However, the CCP manipulated such as the Sinkiang
Daily to promote the anti-Japanism and Marxism and to endeavor after support from the people. These
greatly unnerved Sheng Shih-ts'ai.

Assistance from the Soviet Union was indispensable to Sinkiang in1939, therefore Sheng Shih-ts'ai
adapted a remote approach toward the CCP gradually. After the break of German-Soviet War, the Soviet
Union raised the alarm and threatened Sinkiang . Not until Sheng Shih-chi , Sheng's fourth brother, was
assassinated, did Sheng Shih-ts'ai decide to go against the communist completely. In 1941, Sheng Shih-ts'ai
payed homage to the central government and arrested the CCP members in Sinkiang. They were set free and
returned to Yenan through the help of Chang Chih-chung in 1946,

Key WOI‘dSZSinkiang, Sheng Shih-ts'ai, Chinese Communist Party (CCP), Soviet Union
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