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« Just fancy,” said Natsow, “how we had to do this journey in the
old days, now by electricity you get there in half an hour; of course,
it is only 18 miles by this short cut, hut one would ha,ldly believe
that it used to be a whole day’s journey.

What a convenience it is to travel nowadays in comparison with
then, when you had to buy a ticket at so much per mile, whilst
now you go to any station, and pay your dollar entrance fee and
travel any distance you like, and if you want to use the tiffin or the
sleeping-car you pay another.

“Just see these fools,” said Natsow, as we passed the coal-mines,
“these people have the greatest coal-mines in the world : if they only
constructed their own line to the wharves at the Klang Straits
instead of—— Hullo, here we are,” and the train suddenly stopped.

“Ticket, please!” shouted a voice in my ear.

“I paid my entrance fee at the Malay Peninsula Central Elec
I opened my eyes, and fubbed them : what was that ? where is Natsow ?

“Haven’t you seen an old gentleman with gray hair? Great
Scott! what is this ? the %ta.tlon at Kuala Tumpur? T must have
been dreaming !

“What's the matter with you? Don’t you feel well ?”” kindly
enquired Mr. Newman.

“Uh, yes, quite well, thank you, I only thought this was a turkish
bath,” and I picked up my Selangor Journal and drove home with
Naughty Girl.

”»

CORRESPONDENCE.

[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our Correspondents.]

IN MEMORIADM.
“J. A. G. C”
To the Editor of the Selangor Journal.

Sir,—I shall be much obliged if you will let it be generally
known that the consent of the family has been obtained for the
raising of a small memorial over the remains of the late Mr. Camp-
bell; an opportunity of testifying to their high appreciation of his
upright.and generous character which, I have little doubt, one and all
of those who knew him will not hesitate to embrace.

This is not the place to enlarge upon the many high qualities of
our poor friend ; our loss is too recent and irreparable to ) bear recalling.
Many, however, I feel will gladly avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity to perpetuate his memory, and it is to these that this letter is

addressed. It is estimated that $200 will cover all costs, the material

to be a block of granite from-Jugra—where he worked so long, and in
which he took such deep interest—kindly promised already by the
Senior District Officer.

Those who wish to subscribe should communicate their names
with the amount of their subscription to the office of the Selangor
Journal.—I am, etc., ONE oF m1s FRIENDS.

[A Letter signed “ Kuala Selangor” is unavoidably held over.]

}
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NOTES AND NEWS.

—

Wirn this issue, No. 26, the first volume of the Selangor Journal
is completed, and we gladly take advantage of this opportunity to
express our obligations and thanks to those who have so cordially
assisted as contributors and as subscribers. We must confess that
the hopes held out in'the first paragraph of tke first number, with regard
to bringing to light the records of the past, have proved to have been
over sanguine, and that not nearly so much in that direction has been
done as might have been expected: however, this may be in some
measure accomplished in the second volume—we have the promise of
several to assist in making “ Retrdspective Notes” the heading for
much interesting matter. At the same time, we do not think our most
captious critic can gainsay the fact that, but for the existence of the
Journal the record of some current events, and the publication of some
readable articles might have been lost. - At any rate, if contributors
will accord to Vol. II. the same support that they have given to Vol. 1.
there will be little cause for grumbling; and if some of the sub-
seribers to Vol. I. and all who may become subscribers to Vol. IT.
will only remember that subscriptions are payable in advance, there
will be cause for much satisfaction. L Y

Mrs. TrEacHER held an “ At Home” in the grounds of the
Residency on Thursday afternoon, the 7th inst.

- Mr. H. CLiFForD, the Acting Resident of Pahang, has been
staying at. the Residency for the last few days; he left for Pahang on
the 7th instant. o

We have to report the sad news.of the death of Miss Rosina
Avery, aged 22, which occurred on the night of the 4th instant.
Miss Avery, who came out here with Mrs. Welman, in charge of her
child, in December, 1891, had only been ill for a short time, suffering
from fever, and her death came as a great shock to those who ln,d

T,
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been vaccustomed to meet her happy and smiling face when ace

panying her young charge of an evening: she was a general f: rite
and will be greatly missed. e onne
” V\‘;VE 11‘19;1‘ Stim,t (Li an Art Exhibition lately held at Colombe
fr. W. L. H. Skeen o tained three prizes for photo 1 '
views, taken during his recent, visi  this i kgt
‘ cent, visit to this State; the views of

‘ ! ate; tl

llfgh; Cave at Batu securing for Mr. Skeen a silver medal. Co ile
of these photos may be obtained from Mr. Charter. . o

w ';THEdBant.l lpla,yed outside the Selangor Club, after dinner, on
ednesday night, the 6th inst. The road i diz ' ’

lit up. by hanging lantern i irs m P e

) g terns and with chairs and tables

ables pl: p

and. there, made a pleasant promenade. Mr. Hiittenba.u}ll ':ncig)hfﬁt

arrangements with his usual thoroughness, and his efforts Lwer(l

: , @ s : e

crowned by the presence of the Resi é
g ey e Resident and Mrs. Treacher and by a

Crig}lr; Ta.;zmvezz' gladto notice that Mr. Dougal, as Captain of the
o A I,UH ing us from the lethargy that ensued after the
Pe atch. Two excellent matches have been played on the las
two Sa.?ur(.la,ys. The first—A. to M. ». N. to Z.—resulted i .
pleted innings each with a matter of only three ‘mnsl lzl'a s i
x::;)r:i)s, 3,11:(1 t}.le second, also very close, waé a scr‘a.tch mzl.tfhw;j: ;léi
Anac' elt: etelzpmg' away all but 18 enthusiasts; the match arrm;m‘fi was
o Ilﬁ:))rr(()t;v)ree-%iart—olds) v. é\flodern, which will be played onbthe 9th
4 : at on a fine day 26 me ¢ in 1
former match, will voluntarilir dsgrnbgsziif&sli‘ﬂ]f :he ﬁ‘?ﬁe it e
h\%nt leather when the sun is. at its hottest, speaké we?l ’:‘Wl P 4
(-r.xcl((letﬂzm;l the popularity of the Captain b,ut it should l(;cx: ieol:'mg?r
mind, that it would be a matter of gre : i i b
thle latter and the Committee if all %Nr}tgt S?;:S:‘}tlem?i;i Zztlcgzétils]y .
f:l,a‘:(cz; ??;lezii?e plag.wl‘ould notify the fact before the day of ‘;‘}‘;
" 3. ricket is es ially iri ¢

tion, .zmd gzm.aés between sid;: ;Tizgﬂg uz.Lt %ﬁ??@:ﬁqmrmg o
occasionally interesting. B

Tar Australian Griffins orde
red by the Gymkh i i
IKuala Lump.ur early in the week, and were (irawuaflli gxllu%‘;l:; ve?} -
.ast. A detailed description of each animal will be gi i r meat
il o e given 1n our mnext
Pracrice will be held on the Rifle Range, during September, on

S ays « . L £ B
» v
rﬂ-tﬂld ays, at 3 PLM'L AAO LG eneral M"etm,.," of the Rlﬂe Association is
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A pisasyrovs fire brokeout ab the Village of Pudoh, two miles
from Kuala' Lumpur, on Thursday evening, 15th August, which
resulted in the total destruction of 47 houses. Shortly after seven
o'clock the alarm was given at Kuala Tumpur; the signal guns and
rockets were immediately fired, and the Selangor Brigade turned out.
In less than half an hour the steam fire-engine and the whole of the
appliances, hose-carts, escapes and ladders, were on the scene of
the fire. The engine was quickly got to work, the hose run out,
and four branches were soon playing upon the burning mass.” In the
absence of Captain Bellamy. who was away at Klang, Lieutenant Cormac
took command, and the brigade worked with a will. About a third of a
mile of the village on both sides of the road was one mass of burning
houses, and the efforts of the firemen were confined at first to prevent-
ing the further spread of the flames to the adjoining buildings which
had not as yet caught. In this they were successful, but it was-impos-
sible to save those already alight as the fire had got too firm a hold
upon the highly combustible wood and atap structures. By 11 p.m.
only a few smouldering heaps remained, and as there was no further
the brigade packed up and left the scene. It will be remem-
bered that in February, 1892, a similar fire oceurred at Pudoh, when the
greater part of the village was burned to the ground: This has been
rebuilt, and the wide thoroughfares and substantial brick houses and
shops give the place quite a modern and thriving appearance. The por-
tion now destroyed is at the extreme end of the village, toward Cheras,
and still leaves about 170 houses standing of the same construction as
those already burnt down ; these, but for the efforts of the brigade,
would undoubtedly have shared the same fate, and it would be well if
they were replaced with brick-built structures, as there will be a
constant fear of a similar catastrophe oceurring as long as they remain.
Captain Bellamy, on his return, highly complimented the brigade for
the prompt manner in which they had responded to the call.

danger

Tag Addresses to the Governor, which we printed in our last
number, have been acknowledged by Sir C. C. Smith, ¢.cm.a,in a
letter printed below. A deputation, headed by the Captain China, had
ted on His Excellency and presented the Address’ from

previously wai
the Chinese community, but the others were bhanded to the Governor

by the Resident, on the 24th ultimo.

¥ GovERNMENT HOUSE,
« Singapore, 25th August, 1893.
« BriTisH RESIDENT, SELANGOR: )
« ] have received through you the Addresses sent to me. by the
official and unofficial European community, by the Malays and by the
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Tamils. I desire to express to them all my hearty thanks for the
kindly feelings towards myself which they one and all contain. It is
very gratifying to me to know that my humble endeavours to promote
the interests of Selangor are so highly appreciated. I trust very sin-
cerely that Selangor and its people will have very many years of con-
tinued and increasing prosperity.

“Crerr C. Swmira.”

Wz have received the following very excellent translation of the
Malays’ address to the Governor, from Mr. Hugh Clifford, of
Pahang :—

This is an address presented to His Excellency Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, G.c.M.G., Governor

and Commander-in-Chief of the Three Settlements of Singapore, Penang and Malacca.

‘We, thy servants, the Rajas, Malay traders, chiefs and people who sit in the shade cast by
the flag of H.H. Sultan Abdul Samad, K.C.M.G., the possessor of the throne of Selangor, who is
aided in his Government by the most honoured W. H. Treacher, British Resident of Selangor,
we here wish you all prosperity for your voyage, and hope that you may reach England in peace
and safety, and this is the last day, the final day of days, on which your Excellency shall come
within and shall tread for the last time upon the soil of Selangor. Alas! thy servants’ hearts are
wrung with sorrow and grief when they consider the evil fortune and fate which has decreed
that we must part from your Excellency, and we pray that the Lord, the Ruler of all the Uni-
verse, will bestow upon your Excellency rank, greatness, a high position and great name which
shall be ever the subject of much praise, and the reputation for wisdom and knowledge which
shall be noised abroad unceasingly in every land. .

Moreover, we trust that the love of all thy 'servants may always continue so long as the
shining of the sun and the moon on their courses through the heavens continue. What can we,
thy servants, say concerning your Excellency’s rule over us, a rule which has been without flaw
or blemish by reason of thy great justice and clemency, to which has been added a great and
wondrous skill in interpreting and understanding the ignorant speech of thy people, thy
servants can only record their appreciation of thy goodness, of the great love which thou hast
shewn, and the help which thou hast given to all thy friends and acquaintances, yea to those
who dwelt near unto thee, and those who dwelt afar off, of thy high character and sweet
presence, thy every word so kindly and so courteous, thy conduct and behaviour so becoming,
and, above all, the great clemency which thou hast ever shewn to thy servants, all the common
people of the land who have dwelt under thy rule.

And by reason of your Excellency’s great justice and merey thou hast ever looked with
compassion and with an equal consideration, which was the same for all men, upon all
questions concerning thy people, and which was the same for those who dwelt within and with-
out the limits of the State, whether they were rich or poor, great or small, mean or noble.

And it has been evident to the hearts of all within these lands that all the exceeding great
gifts of the Most High God, the merciful, the compassionate, have been suffered to descend in
one compact mass upon the head of your Excellency, wherefore, alas! we, thy servants, have
never known satiety in gazing on thy wondrous countenance.

Alas! and alack! your Excellency is like unto the mystic 8’ (jarat-al-kabir standing in
the centre of a vast and arid plain, the leaves of which are luxuriant, and the fruit of which
hangs down in long clusters, having a flavour which is sweet and soft and very pleasant, and
which likewise bears spreading flowers, most fragrant to the senses, and under the shade of this
wondrous tree all thy people have much loved to repose with the cool shadows upon their faces.

Alas! how hast thou steeled thy heart to leave us, thy servants, and to return to England ?
Great is the grief and sorrow which our hearts feel, and great the pain and numbness felt by
our bodies, and great is the restless longing of our hearts because we are about to part from
your Excellency. And we, thy servants, are impotent people, utterly unable to make any return
to your Excellency for thy just rule over us, but we, each raising both his hands to the skies,
make prayer with true hearts to God, the Lord of Lords, that in His mercy He may grant your
Excellency a full measure of years, in justice, in health of body, in good fortune and in all
happiness and prosperity, and we hail you with many salutations as the Great Governor of the
Three Settlements.

Oh'! lét there be peace, perfect peace, in thee and in thy wife and children, that arriving
safely in England thou mayest sit in royal state on thy throne, which shall be fully furnished
with all the signs and insignia of thy rank, thou shalt be supported by the grey heads of all thy
people and thy officers, and more especially by the wisdom of Mr. W. H. Treacher, ¢.M.G., the
Resident, who is about to institute a great school in Kuala Lumpur, called in English *“ The
Victoria Institution,”” which shall be used by all our children, so that hereafter they may obtain
perfect and valuable learning. .

4
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) are rigned at the end of this

 Moreayer, e, thy servatite, Al our MLy o' the Great Governor of the

“sddress i assem| i the presends # Excellency, t
e biyy and fif the b e ‘Of g sow ask thy permission to retire,

and we would 1

"Three Settlements; and vur ‘thimt is slaked;
stepping backwards from before thy prese

nece. 3 .
The end of the writing. Amen! Amen! All hail! Al hail! | Signitures:]

«One of his Friends,” which
a memorial to the late

In response to a’ letter signed
appeared in our last number, suggesting that 2
J. A.G. Campbell should be raised, we beg to acknowledge the fo O‘:-
ine:—J. H. M. Robson, $5; N. Dalrymple, 850; T, G. West, $5;
W. W. Skeat, 85; W. M. Little, $5; J. Russell, $5.

A Trirue-pace and index to Vol. I of the Selangor Journal will
shortly be issued. s
PRCPPVL2000202005000
SELANGOR CLUB. 7
Minvres of a Committee Meeting of the Selangor Club, held on
Wednesday, 10th August, 1893, at 9.30 p.m. 1
1 3 N Mo S v v H t he

Present :—The President, Mr. W. H. 'll(d(:ll( T, C.M.G., in the
Chair; the Vice-President, Mr. A. T, D. Berrington,; M}-. A Iu
Venning, ; Mr. H. Hittenbach, ; Mr. L. Dougal, ; Hon. Secretary,
Mr. H. Vane. ]

Absent :—Capt. Syers ; Mr. B. M. Alexander,; Mr. H. C. Holmes.

The minutes of last meeting arc read and confirmed.

The complaint and suggestion books are attended to and the usual
correspondence of the month. . . . _

Read a letter from Mr. Alexander, tendering his rqsxgnatxon on
account of his having to leave the State. The Committee agree to
write to Mr. Alexander and to thank him for the work he has done
for the Club, and to express their regret at his departure. '

Owing to the above resignation and the departure of Captain
Syers and the transfer of Mr. Holmes to Klang, the following gentle-
men are elected :— ) o '

Mr. C.E.F. 8anderson, as a Member of Committee, vice Mr. Alexander
John Russell ) CI:LptHS{ers
L. Dougal, as Cricket Captain ,,  Mr. Holmes

A vote of thanks is passed to Mr. Holmes for long and valuable

gervices as Captain of the cricket team. )

The following gentlemen are elected as Members of the Cricket
Sub-committee, viz.:—Messrs. C. Glassford, H. C. Paxon and W.
MecD. Mitchell. . .

Mr. Dougal calls the attention of the Committee to the advisable-
ness of having club colours. It is resolved to refer the matter to the
Cricket Sub-committee. ]

 Read a letter from the Hon. Secretary, Selangor Golf.Club, uskm_g
for the loan of a tent, chairsy ete., and a supply of drinks at thelf
opening day. Agreed that this be granted, and that a charge of 25
cents be made for each drink (half).

7 »
»

2
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Mr. Vane tenders his resignation as Hon. Secretary, owing to
pressure of his other duties, which is accepted with a vote of thanks
for his past services.

Mr. Hittenbach, in compliance with the request of the Committee,
agrees to take up the Secretaryship again.

With a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the meeting adjourns at
11.30 p.m.

R R Y ]

SELANGOR v. SIAM.

Wirsour writing an account of a holiday trip to Siam, the following
notes may prove of interest from a comparative point-of view.

The doyen of our secrvice might never recover from the shock if he
were suddenly brought face to face with a Bangkok policeman, say in
turning a corner: but forewarned is forearmed. In a city which can
boast of a tramway over six miles in length, more than half of which is
worked by electricity, an enlightened King possesses the most slovenly,
dirty, badly clothed and apparently useless body of so-called Police
that it is possible to conceive. To march 50 of our Malay Police
through the streets of the Sjamese capital (after they had “received
their clothing for the current year) would certainly create a sensation
amongst the 400 white population, if not amongst the natives.

“ Healthy Apartments in the Country.—‘ Dear me, what an unplea-
sant odour. Can it be the drains ?’—¢ Can’t be the drains, miss, ’cos
there ain’t any!’” This clipping from Judy might have applied to
Bangkok formerly, but now there are a good many brick drains in that
part of the town known as the city, built in conjunction with asphalte
pavements. Walking on the latter is quite a different thing to the
covered foot-ways of Kuala Lumpur, however clear they may be kept ;
in fact, it just seems to mark the difference between a town after
European style and a town after native style. All scavenging by
human agency is in the hands of Chinese coolies, who in Siam are
engaged in all such labour that with us would be undertaken by Java-
nese, such as road-making, canal-cutting, etc. In scavenging the
streets, however, John Chinaman only takes a minor share, Messrs.
Pig; Dog and Crow having it all pretty well their own way.

The dhoby calling does not suffer from lack of advertisement, one
gentleman has the following on a swing sign-board over his door in
the principal street :—

“ Carlifonia Lantry
Wash Iron On
Wee Hin & Co.”

Europeans in Bangkok are badly off for horses and carriages.
Pony traps are mostly in vogue, but hardly more than half a
dozen of these would pass muster in Kuala Lumpur. When asked
about our capital there was always one answer ready, “there are
decent roads, and Europeans do keep decent turn-outs,” against this
must be mentioned that in the Venice of the East (shudder not, ye

.
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men of Bangkok!) a steam-launch is almost as necessary as a pony-
trap, and a number of people keep both.

A most interesting sight is the interior of a working rice-mill,
Padi i grown up-country and brought down to Bangkok in large
boats, from these it is “ pikuled ” into the huge receiving room at the
base of a mill, and from that time onwards it is never touched again
by-hand until the family grocer distributes it as rice in some far-off
land. Briefly, the process is this, an endless chain, rope, or band as
the case may be, with small square-shaped tin buckets attached at short
intervals, carries the padi from the aforesaid receiving room up to the
top story of the mill, where it falls into revolving sieves ; this separates
the straw or other rubbish. The padi thus cleaned falls through a
shoot to machinery on the next floor, where it is husked between
revolving stones; again passing down another shoot, husks, dust and
broken rice are separated from the whole ‘rice (the broken rice
and rice-dust being separated at the same time from the husks,
falls into the bags put to receive it and is then sold and
shipped to China); the good rice then, passing down another
shoot, falls into the bags placed to catch it. Rice sent to Europe
keeps better if a little padi is left in it, and so perfect is the
machinery in a good rice-mill that by means of a regulator any
desired percentage of padi can be retained amongst the cleaned
prepared rice before it finally reaches the receiving bag. Nor is the
husk wasted, as no other fuel but this is used for the engine—which,
by the way, feeds itself automatically. The mill T saw had its own
electric light plant, which in itself is some indication of the size and
value of such a property. Until padi planting in Selangor makes a
bigger show than it does at present, and until homeward bound ships
call in at the Klang Straits Harbour, it is not likely, unfortunately,
that a company will be formed to lay out such a large sum of money
as 4 rice-mill after the Bangkok pattern would require.

By his dress the Siamese looks more of a gentleman than the
Malay, but old Selangorites residing in the country held quite the
opposite opinion. The women of the country (not the *ladies,”
who keep themselves somewhat secluded) have a much more artistic
costume thah the Malays when going about their daily occupations.
They are perfectly unreserved, very cheerful, and but for the truly
awful disfigurement of their mouths from the betel chewing, might be
a very pleasant-looking people. The young girls, in their close fitting
white linen shell jackets buttoned up to the throat, close-cropped hair
and pretty looped-up sarong shewing the bare legs and feet, are not
easily forgotten. Siamese gentlemen, officers in mufti, government
clerks, etc., wear a straw or “pot” hat, an ordinary white coat,
the looped-up sarong, silk stockings and English shoes; this shews
about two inches of bare leg at the back of the knee. Even after seven
years’ residence in Europe they come back to this costume.

Siam does not seem so well off for variety of fruit and flowers
ag the Straits, the pineapples being both smaller and inferior in taste.
Coconuts are imported from Singapore. The beef and mutton to be

‘had in Bangkok are excellent; the idea of eating buffalo seemed to

S
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amuse some people immensely. All the padi land is tilled with a
most primitive wooden plough, drawn by buffaloes, which have not
quite such a fierce reputation as with us-—but whether these animals
are ever eaten I was unable to ascertain.

A Cinghelese, formerly of Selangor, vouchsafed the information
that the one and only lawyer in Bangkok (not barrister) a Mr. W. A,
G. Tilleke was formerly chief clerk to Mr. Keyser, at Kuala Kubu;
at all events, from the number of times his name appears in the local
papers, it is a good place for a lawyer.

The Chinese and Siamese intermarry freely, and the opinion
seemed prevalent that the offspring of such: unions was a benefit to
the country. It is a custom for both Europeans and natives to
receive honorary Siamese names.

-~o: There-is scarcely a well in Bangkok, rain-water collected in cisterns

supplying the drinking-water of the place—though the majority of
the natives use the river water. The swift-flowing Mehnam River
is at one and the same time the main sewer, the bathing-place and the
drinking supply of an enormous Asiatic population ; this is often
exemplified within a 50 yards’ radius.

The Chinese shops are small and inferior, but the houses them-
selves, built of brick, are substantial. Many of the streets are paved
with bricks laid on the top of burnt padi husk. The newer streets in
the city are particularly good—for Siam. The pariah dogs, which
abound everywhere, are both larger and more pugnacious than in
this part of the world. The pig, which seems equally beloved by the
Chinese and Siamese, is to be seen everywhere, likewise the crows.
One does not see many beggars besides the priesthood, who beg their
daily food. There are a few Tamils as bullock drivers, a few Bombay
traders, and a very limited number of Malays, principally in the Navy.

J. H. M. R.

A SORROWEFUL SONG.

My Dear Frienp,—I fear this will be my last letter to you, as I
am in a.very bad way indeed. May you never suffer as I have done,
but live long and free in the dear Lingga jungles. Yes—what an op-
portunity for the horrid orang puteh to make what he calls a “ pun.” But
we are burong burong baian, green parrots as those creatures call us ; dear
friend, I inscribe these my last words to you, in which I will struggle
in my sorrow not to lapse into the poetic idiocy of man, so that if you
fall into the cruel clutches of that creature, especially of the white
man, you may know what to expect and, perhaps, how to escape. I was
basely trapped, as you remember—one happy thought remains to me,
that you, dear friend, had shorter wings and, by your dilatoriness in
answer to the cruel call, escaped—trapped by one who, like myself,
was born and bred in eastern jungles, but who basely accepted the réle
of panderer to the northern passion of possession. The quickness of
our tribe in gleaning smatterings of foreign tongues gives me a second
sight into the secret hearts of men. The white man boasts that all
do serve him, while the native darkly glories in his independence.

Sept. 8 THE SELANGOR JOURNAL. 413

My Lingga hunter fared me well, but, man like, did so for a purpose,
for the lust of gain, for the reaping of the dollar. Captive was I carried
to the city, far from foliage and freshpess, to the dust and turmeil of
niankind. I ever slept with one eye opened, learning all I could of this
strange race. May you never, my good friend, gain experience so dear.
For the ways of men are crooked, like the flight of butterflies.
We—for there were other captives—rated by our wealth of plum-
age, for we vowed a vow amongst us that we never would divulge

" our secret, of our knowledge of the tongues. Gradually our band

diminished till but two of us were left—Ileft to fall into the clutches
of two men from Selangér. We were sold at twice our value by our
captor— twice deceiver. Then we learned much of the wicked ways
of men. Very early in the morning did our masters come to rest.
Rest for us was none, for seldom did their eyelids close to sleep.
Rising with the morning sunlight, tottering out with weary heads,
out for one more day of “duty” as they called it. Duty! only by their
guilty speeches could we guess what that word meant, how it filled a
small proportion of a portion of their time. And the rest was
occupied with mirth and humour of a weak and feeble kind. All this
time we fared a miserable life—fed on bras and =nasi, and on half a
pisang daily, which our masters could not touch, they sustained by
liquor, effervescing liquor mixed and very strong. A cruel friend of
both our masters gave us of this drink a cup. This, I think, was my
death warrant, for it made my comrade mad, mad as any orang puteh,
made us figcht in imitation of the thing we loathed-—mankind.
Then our masters left the city—for that city’s good, I trow, and their
“boys” mid worlds of barang barang, which I heard them boasting
they had bought but yet not paid for, carried us to what, I fear, will
be my grave. Oh! the thought is worst of any, that I cannot meet my
fathers in that antiquated ant-heap, but must fall a prey to fishes,
reptiles, cold and wet and clammy. Friend, whatever fate befalls
you, may you live and die in Lingga, loved perchance by dark princesses,
not on board a coasting steamer, where your master sleeps besotted,
rising only to the calling of the clanging makan bell. Yes, dear
friend, I'm getting foolish in the fear of coming death, but that other
parrot pecked me, just because my tail was longer, and the green-
eyed envy—mercy ! he is fluttering here again—dear fr—-—"
Kapal C- , August, 1893.

WITH AN EXPLORING PARTY IN NEW GUINEA.*
WaEeN I was asked to contribute a paper to this Society it occurred
to me that a description of my travels and experiences in New Guinea,
when on a trip with a party exploring the .rivers running into Decep-

“tion Bay, a part almost unexplored before, might be of some interest;

at the same time I fear it is more of a geographical than a scientific
paper.

To commence: I left Thursday Island with Mr. Berans’, party on
the Queensland Government steamer Albatross, with the Mabel in

* A paper read by Mr, H. J. Hemmy before the Selangor Scientific Society.
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tow. The Mabel was a 48ft. open river launch which had been
lent by the Government of N. S. Wales to Mr. Berans for the purpose
of exploring the rivers and country along the southern coast of New
Guinea. She was a most unsuitable boat for the purpose, as she
drew about 6ft. of water, and also had no capacity for carrying fuel
and cargo ; she was, however, fitted with powerful engines.

Before she went to Thursday Island she had been fitted with iron
stanchions to carry a canvas awning running from her bows right to
the little cabin at her stern; also with fine steel wire netting above
the bulwarks, to prevent arrows from entering her in case we should
have a brush with the natives.

To go back: after passing Wednesday and Tuesday Islands on
the Albatross we steered a direct course for the New Guinea coast
and anchored at night under the lee of some one of the small islands
that are so plentiful in those waters, and which make them so dan-
gerous, as they are only exposed parts of coral reefs. We narrowly
escaped one mishap through our anchor dragging while so moored
off one of them, but, fortunately, the wind carried us away from the
reef until steam had been got up. On the fourth day out we made
the coast of New Guinea at a point between Cape Blackwell and
Bald Head, which is marked Bell Sound on my map. Here we ran
in and dropped anchor and, after having a look round and fixing our
position, set to work to fit up the launch and transfer the provisions
from the steamer. Meanwhile the natives came off to us in large
numbers. They turned out to be very friendly, and bartered their
bows and arrows for coloured cloth and scrap iron, only leaving the
steamer’s side when darkness caine upon us.

We tompleted our work by noon next day, when we discovered
that nothing had been brought to carry water in; this, however, was
soon put right by the Albatross supplying two small casks or “breakers.”
We then parted company, the Albatross returning to Thursday Island
and we steering inland up the sound with a large ship’s boat in tow.
We continued up the sound all that day, and part of next, but did
not strike fresh water, and as the sound had narrowed considerably
and there were no signs of any rivers falling into it, we were obliged
to turn back, as we had but a very small quantity of drinking water.
We passed a few natives on our returnd trip who had probably follow-
ed us, for the country appeared to be entirely deserted, all the houses
we bad passed being empty. The country had for the most part
hitherto been low and swampy, covered with nipah palms and man-
groves, but latterly we had got into higher land, covered with dense
jungle but containing small cultivated patches of land which had
been planted with coconuts and sago palms and had houses near them.
‘We were not long in steaming down to the place we had started from
the day before; we then steered west for Port Beran, a large inlet of
about four miles in width and close to one which was discovered by
Lieutenant Aird, in 1846, and called after him. We ran up this inlet to
Aird Hills, and there striking pretty fresh water came to anchor as it
was now quite dark and we had had nothing to drink all day. The
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Aird Hills are three peculiar peaks which can be seen at sea from a
long distance; we found them to be entirely surrounded by water as
they were in the delta of the Douglas' River.  We now ~followed ‘t',he
Douglas up towards its source, passing through fertile plains and hills
all covered with dense jungle. On nearing the hills we passed a large
village, which we found to be scattered for some distance on both sides
of the river. When we arrived within half a wile of it we heard the

ssound of “conches” which were answered from up the river and on

==¢" the hills, where we could see large buildings, like forts, built right on

the tops of the peaks. At our approach the natives came down to the
bank of the river, but would not come out to us; they kept shouting
« Narmo” a cry which we took to signify friendly intentions, and
which we afterwards used ourselves on arriving at a village.

As the natives did not seem inclined to ceme out to us, we did not
stop here lony, but continued up the river. We now came into very
high mountains, which descend precipitously to the river, and the
scenery was very grand, as the sides of the mountains were covered
with flowering trees and overshadowing palms. We then passed one
or two other small creeks falling into the main stream; the river in
places narrowed down very considerably and the water rushed through
the gorge with tremendous force. We passed over one or two rapids
which had plenty of water running over them, but in trying to
negotiate a third the force of the current was so great that it caught
the bows of the Jaunch and washed her broadside on into the shallow
water, whence we found it impossible to move her. My chrmlqmeter,
which T had been very careful about, was shot across the cabin and
was found upside down but had not stopped, though the fall had
ruined its rating. Besides this a quantity of our clothes and other
baggage that was put on the top of the awning to dry was sent over-
board by the shock, and these things floating down the river brought
up some natives, and we fully expected to find that all the fighting
men of the village would follow. One of the natives handed me a piece
of cake on which he had tied ten knots, and as no more natives came
I presumed that he was going to give us ten days’ grace. We set to
work, however, and with the awning and boat sails made a camp on
shore, where we put all the things which could be removed from the
launch, ans fixing up a windlass ashore tried to pull her off, but to no
purpose, as we could not make her budge. ‘We renewed our attempts
for three days, but the water fell and she was_ left nearly high and
dry. During our spare time we tried prospecting in the neighbour-
hood, in the hope of being able to find some minerals, but could only
find the faintest colour of gold, and that not in anything like payable
quantities, We made trips up the river in the boat, but the current
at the rapids was too strong to pull agains. ‘We bad now been here
nearly a week, and as there seemed little prospect of getting the
Jaunch off we provisioned the boat with the intention of taking her up
the river as far as possible and thence continuing by land to see what
the country was like. We left, however, three men to stop with the
launch. By using poles we managed to make about 12 miles that day,
in spite of being washed back half a mile when we thought we had
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just succeeded in “besting ” a long rapid. We had reached a small
island in the river and were about to pitch our camp for the night
there when rain began to fall by the bucketfull and continued to do
so. 1t was not unusual to get rain, because we had it every night
regularly as soon as the sun went down, but we had seen none like this
before, and expected that it would cause a rise in the river. We
therefore turned back, and in a little over an hour reached the launch
again, but the rain kept on until about 11 o’clock, and about two we
were roused up by a call from the launch to say that the river was
rising, so we went across to our windlass and in about an hour had the
satisfaction of dragging the launch into deep water. Next morning
we lost no time in fitting her up again and getting the stores on board,
and started down stream again, having had enough of that river
for a time. We anchored off a nice sandy beach and stopped for the
rest of the day to get our clothes dry, as the sun had hardly pene-
trated the place where we went aground. Beside our clothes a great
quantity of our provisions had been spoilt, partly by rain and partly
by water which had been shipped by the launch. Next morning we
made a fresh start and ran right down the river, only stopping twice a
day to get firewood, owing to the small quantity which the Jaunch
could carry. On passing the village we were met by a number of
large canoes, full of natives, who lived both sides of the river. They
were evidently on some expedition of their own, us they did not inter-
fere with us. After getting out to sea we started to the castward
again, for Port Romilly, and thence up the Queen’s Jubilee River, which
we ran up for nearly 100 miles, passing villages all along its banks,
and bartering with the natives for fruit, and even getting them to help
to cut wood, and none of them shewing any signs of hostility. The
country on the banks of this river was very fertile, and cultivated in
small patches all the way up by the natives, who were growing tobacco,
sugar-cane, yams, bread-fruit and coconuts. Sago palms were also
very plentiful in this jungle. The river for about 60 miles ran
parallel with the coast, large channels giving vent to the stream and
thus forming a number of deltas. We ran down the most inland of
these and found it inhabited nearly the whole of its length. We then
tried to get out to sea, but were blocked by a sandy bar, on which the
water was very shallow. As we neared the coast the villages and
natives were very numerous. We had no trouble with the latter,
except when they wanted to come on board, when there was a
likelihood of their capsizing us by crowding too many on one side.
We then turned up the main channel again, and running up all the
inland channels, discovered that the whole coast along the shores of
Deception Bay was nothing but a network of deep salt-water channels,
along which we could steam without ever going to sea. We ran up
all of these upon the landward side, hoping that they might lead into
another river, and in doing 50 came upon considerable villages with
atap houses, some of which were over 100 yards in extent. One
settlement I estimated to contain over 2,000 inhabitants, as it con-
tinued along the channel bank for nearly three miles. The people
crowded the banks and shouted and gesticulated in great excitement,
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and spme young native women appeared in paint of gorgeous
colours upon the high projecting bank, and danced a sort of fling in
very graceful style. After passing this village we found that large
canoes were coming out from every little creek, ful] ()fymen in war-
paint, so we thought we were now in for a brush with them, an_d got
our rifles in readiness. We continued our course, however, until the
channel became so shallow that we bhad to stop. The natives now
came up and tried to get on board, but never offered to use their bows
and arrows, which they left covered with tree branches in the bottom

=2 of their canoes, but on our blowing the steam whistle they fell back,

and we managed to turn round, and then, when they saw us moving off,
they made a great rush and managed to get hold of the boat Whl(;}}
was being towed behind. We were going very fast, however, and wherr
they let go they went overboard. There were fully 500 natives
present by this time, in all sorts of canoes, gome of the .Ia,rge_r ones
having as many as fifty men in them, so that we thought discretion the
better part of valour, and getting up full steam went down past the
village with flying colours. The larger canoes, by cutting corners,
were able to keep pace with us for nearly four miles, when the
channel became about a mile wide. We continued following these
channels and passed many villages (but not so large as the
one to which we had given leg bail) at all of which the natives
appeared to be very friendly, until we found ourselves at the foot of
Aird Hills again. This time we went ashore and climbed the Hills and
found that the surface of the soil was mixed with small shells as if at
one time it had risen from the sea. We saw here the only birds of
paradise seen during the whole trip. We remained here one day and
then followed up the Douglas, going round at the back of the Hills in
the direction of a large channel bearing westerly, which we had seen
on our former trip. Taking this we ran down it until we once more
came in sight of the ocean, with numerous villages on the foreshore.
Then taking another channel to the west we made another large
opening to the sea with a very large channel runming in a north-
westerly direction. We came to anchor off a small village where the
natives in canoes crowded round us in great numbers. As they were
appearing from all sides and we were not able to drive them away,
we started musketry exercise, using a bottle thrown overboard as
a target. Almost as soon, however, as the firing started the natives
jumped from their canoes into the water and concealed them-
selves behind them ; and as soon as we stopped, got into them in
great confusion and made off. We were now able to send the boat
ashore for firewood, and as we found that the natives were assembled
in great numbers one man had to be kept on guard, as they looked
as if they meant mischief. After getting a sufficient supply of wood
we steamed up the large chanuel inland, in the hope that we could
follow the coast to the westward, we passed some very large villages
surrounded by great groves of coconut palms. The tide here is very
swift and the channel, although fully one mile Wlde_a, 8 Xet very shallow,
80 that we could only go up with the tide. We did this, but found no
opening to the westward, and as our provisions had run short, so that
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x *‘QQ' “adwyg were 08 allowances, to start on the return journey was considered

+ « = most advisable.

& #¥ Now this was about the most dangerous part of the whole trip—

" to 6ross 200 miles of an unknown sea in an open launch with
bardly 18in. freeboard—butj there was nothing else to be done,. so

= with as much wood as we could possibly carry without making her
-low in the water we started, following the coast-line as closely as was
possible.  We got along very well until we reached the Fly River,
when, running out on a following tide, we went aground on a small
bank, where we stuck hard and fast. After a couple of hours
we were dry and seemed to be in the centre of an immense bank of
sand many miles in extent. The tide changed during the night;
it came in with a strong breeze, and broke over us, and as the
engine was unworkable it kept all hands busy with baling. The
launch had worked a deep hole in the sand and kept bumping fright-
fully, and we fully expected her to spring a leak ; but fortune favoured
us and we buniped into deep water, where the anchor. was dropped
and the fires relighted. We now made the proper entrance near the
missionary village of Kewai, where we were able to get some pork and
yams and also a supply of water and wood.

‘When passing out by the mouth of the Fly River we met a pretty
good sea running in. Our boat was swamped and weé lost her oars,
mast and gratings, and also the water breakers, which had been trans-
ferred to her to lichten the launch. As we could not raise her we
towed her under water to the lee of the nearest island, where we were
able to bale her out. We continued south to Darrel Island, whence we
were<to leave the New Guinea coast and shape our course for Thursday
Island. After a supply of wood had been obtained and everything
available filled with water, we started, but had not gone more than
twe miles when in passing an island where the water was very shallow
we ran upon a reef, where we had to remain all day, for the incoming
tide to float us again, and then, instead of continuing on our original
course, we ran back to the coast to a spot where there was an old
beche-de-mer station, in the hope of finding someone who could
give us the proper course to steer, as there are so many reefs to pass
in going across to Thursday Island.

Luckily for us there was a white man there, who not only directed us
but supplied us with some oil drums for water and gave us a sufficient
number of sheets of galvanised iron to go right around the launch,

- making her sides about 18in. higher. Thus, by means of his instructions
and our charts, in a couple of days we made Thursday Island, a distance
of 120 miles across the open sea. We narrowly escaped getting
swamped in a storm that came upon us, and before which we had to
run until we got shelter under an island. Here we stopped until it
had abated, and obtained some more firewood.

There are very few wild beasts in New Guinea. The only animals
that I saw were pigs; at some of the villages I found them domesticated.
Fhere are plenty of pigeons and parrots. One of the pigeous (the
gowri) is as large as a fowl. I noticed that the mnatives kept some
parrots and cockatoos, ’
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