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Abstract

This thesis analyses the changes that Taiwan and South Korea as semi-peripehery in Asia have
undergone to become receiving country of migrant workers under the conjucture of neo-liberalistic
globalization. Comparisons are made between Korea and Taiwan on the evolusion of political subjectivities
and spaces and the connseguent changes of nationalistic discourses in the labor movements of the two

countries.

The cases of TIWA(Taiwan Taiwan International Workers’ Association) in Taiwan and
MTUMigrants’ Trade Union) in South Korea are used to examine the broader context of migrant
workers’ movements. Meanwhile, nationalistic discourses in the labor movements are analyzed using

articles from ZA/WAN LABOUR MOVEMENT and THE LABOUR in Taiwan and National Workers’



Newsletter by~ ‘Teonnohyeop’ (Korea Trade Union Congress), Labour and World by KCTU(Korean

Confederation of Trade Unions) in Korea from the 1990s.

In orgarnazing migrant workers in semi-peripheral countries such as Taiwan and South Korea,
conflicting views arose with regard to the demand on the state to regulate migrant inflow. In the Taiwan labor
movement, economic crisis of the late 1990s led to the disappearance of the call for migrant workers’
organizing. And then, Migrant advocacy was almost completely taken up by NGOs with substitutionalist
tendencies. In the Korean labor movement, during the transition of ‘Jeonnohyeop’ into KCTU, voices of
migrant advocacy disappeared from the mainstream labor movment and was taken up by separate migrant
workers”  groups. However, after a period of campaigns of left labor groups and activists, migrant workers

in Korea formed their own movement, which led to the formation of MTU as a militant part of KCTU.

Keywords: migrant worker, foreign worker, migrant workers’ movement, nationalism, TIWA, MTU,

Tariwan, South Korea, Comparative Analysis
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"I do not subscribe to the dictum of Sorel, taken up by Gramsci, that what we need is
intellectual skepticism allied to optimism of the will. | do not believe in voluntarism in history.
| believe, rather, inintellectual lucidity and in the superiority of mass movements over the
intellect."

Louis Althusser, The Future Lasts Forever: A Memoir
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