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University Press, 1985).
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Controversies Regarding the Citizenship and Privileges of
Malayan Chinese, 1946-1948
Yen-fen Chen
(Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University)
After Japan surrendered in 1945, the British Empire took back its control over
Malaya again. Malayan Union Proposal in 1946 loosened the restriction of the
gualification of being a citizen of Malaya. Together with the consequence of
the Sino-British Treaty for the Abolition of Extraterritoriality and Related
Rights in China in 1943, Malayan Chinese needed to know whether this new
stage of Chinese diplomacy would do Malayan Chinese harm and cause them
to lose business privileges. Different groups of Malayan Chinese had a serious
debate on this issue. 1948, the British Empire changed their policy and the
Federation of Malaya was created, which was very different from the Malayan
Union Proposal, reduced the qualification of citizenship, and the British
considered the Malays’ interests as their biggest interest. Facing this variation,
different groups of Malayan Chinese chose different ways to deal with that.
Some chose to go through political process, while some chose to be armed and
to fight for their ideals. Soon after Second World Wars, Malayan Chinese
faced these challenges and tried to fight for their rights. Through the
controversies of citizenship and privilege, the status of Malaysian Chinese had
evolved during that period. Moreover, it was not only controversies which

brought the issues of citizenship and privilege, but also a process of how
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Malayan Chinese positioned themselves.

Key words: Malayan Union, Federation of Malaya, the Sino-British
Treaty for the Abolition of Extraterritoriality and Related Rights in

China, citizenship



